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CORRESPONDENCE,  ADDRESSES,  ETC- 


THE  NORTH-WESTERN  TERRTrORY— ESTABLIS: 
OP  CIVO.  GOVERNMENT  UNDER  THE 
ORDINANCE  OP  1787. 


pNTRODUCTORY  NoTE. — Early  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  it  be- 
came evident,  from  the  frequent  raids  made  by  the  Indians  on  the 
frontiers  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  that  the  British 
had  engaged  the  Western  Indians  in  their  interest.  So  great  was 
the  distress  on  the  Ohio  River  and  its  tributaries.  General  Wash- 
ington dispatched  Colonel  Daniel  Broadhcad,  of  tlie  Eighth  Penn- 
sylvania regiment,  to  command  the  Western  District,  with  head- 
quarters at  Pittsburgh.  The  raids  of  the  Indians  destroyed  the  mill 
and  houses  of  St.  Clair  in  Ligonier  valley,  and  drove  the  inhabitants 
into  the  fortified  posts  for  safety ;  but  despite  this,  the  number  of 
people  increased,  and  in  1779  some  of  the  most  hardy  ventured  to 
cross  the  Ohio  and  make  improvements  on  the  Indian  lands,  **  from 
the  river  Muskingum  to  Fort  Mcintosh,  and  thirty  miles  up  some 
of  the  branches  of  the  Ohio  River."  As  it  was  the  policy  of  gov- 
ernment to  keep  on  as  friendly  terms  as  possible  with  the  Indians, 
Colonel  Broadhead  dispatched  Captain  Clarke,  with  a  detachment 
of  soldiers,  to  drive  off  the  trespassers,  which  was  accomplished,  and 
sent  a  runner  to  the  Delaware  council,  at  Cosluxjking,  to  assure  the 
Indians  that  the  trespass  was  unwarranted,  and  that  justice  would 
be  done.  This  was  the  status  when  the  Commissioners  for  Indian 
Af&irs  *  arrived  on  the  banks  of  thetOhio  River,  December  2, 1784, 
to  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  Indians.     They  had  exjxictcd  to  hold 

^  The  commissioners  were  George  Rogers  Clarke,  Richard  Butler,  and  Ar- 
thur Lee. 

VOL.  n — 1  (1) 


tl  nil     lll«ll  V   111^  (1    11  M      J    »  M   t    i.»il.   1  II  l'^"*!!.  -^  V     I  I  l.t4  I  >  1\  Il<  » 

ho  treaty  of'Fnit   IMcIiitosli — was  cniicludrMl   wit 
)('lawar(',  ('liip|K'\va,  and  Ottawa  iiallons,  on  tlic  "1 
S5.     ])y  this,  prisoners  were  to  be  surrentU'reii,  [ 
[le  was  established,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the 
:  and  extending  with  the  course  of  the  river  to  the 
I  that  and  the  Tuscarawas ;  thence  down  that  strc 
place  above  Fort  Lawrence,  and  thence  westwan 
of  the  Great  Miami,  and  thence  along  the  portage 
ake  Erie.     Lands  around  the  posts  of  Detroit  and 
,  and  a  strip  six  miles  wide,  extending  from  the  wej 
•ie  parallel  with  the  strait  to  Lake  St.  Clair,  we 
he  exclusive  benefit  of  the  United  States.     It  wa 
at  white  people  settling  on  lands  outside  of  the  bou 
a  the  Indians  should  forfeit  the  protection  of  the  I 
be  subject  to  chastisement  by  the  Indians.     The 
ed  in  possession  of  the  British, 
e  purpose  of  Congress  to  sell  the  lands  thus  acquir 
nd  to  pay  the  war  debt,  and  an  ordinance  was 
5sed  (May  20,  1785),  providing  for  the  survey  < 
the  appointment  of  a  geographer  and  surveyors  o 
several  States,  to  which  were  to  be  allotted  the 
>wnships  after  they  were  duly  surveyed  and  platted, 
to  be  sold  by  townships  by  the  commissioners  ( 
of  the  several  States,  after  due  advertisement.* 
)c  a  dead  letter,  but  meanwhile  Colonel  Harmar  w 
prevent  the  obtrusion  of  settlers  upon  the  lands  • 

r  of  Cclonol  ITnrmar  to  "Richard  Henry  Lee,  Prosid(Mit  v 
ri....,-«  »i  r '.I !•>■> i-v  tw>i> T"  I«""/»i't    Tift    (\i\   fliA   Ttwl'iin   ctwM'i'   fl(<>   •« 
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United  States.*  The  correspondence  that  follows  will  show  the  re- 
markable rapidity  with  which  the  pioneer  American  moved  in  the 
direction  of  the  sun,  the  infinite  trouble  the  Government  was  put  to 
to  protect  the  right  of  proprietorship,  the  loss  of  life  and  property 
after  the  jealousy  and  suspicions  of  the  Indians  were  aroused,  and 
the  hardship,  heroism  and  ability  requisite  for  the  successful  estab- 
lishment of  civil  government  in  a  new  country,  where  all  had  to  be 
newly  created.] 


Colonel  Hakmar  to  the  PnEsroENT  of  Congress. 

Fort  ^rclNTOSH,  May  1,  1785. 
Sir :— 

■  .•..•.a. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  received  from  the  honorable  the 
Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs,  upon  their  departure  from  this 
post,  I  have  to  inform  your  Excollenrv  that  I  detached  Ensign 
Armstrong,  with  a  ])arty  of  twenty  men,  furnisherl  with  fifteen  days'' 
provi.sion.s,  on  tlie  'ilst  March  la.<t,  to  dispossess  sunihy  persons,  who 
liad  ])resumed  to  settle  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Ohio  River. 

The  inclosed  copy  of  the  instructions,  togetlier  with  the  orders, 
were  posted  up  at  Wheeling,  and  distril)Ute<l  tliroiigiiout  the  ditler- 
ent  j)arts  of  the  country,  in  order  that  ail  juTsons  might  he  nuide 
fully  acquainted  therewith. 

En>ign  Armstrong,  having  marched  with  liis  j)arty  as  far  down 
as  oj)posite  Wheeling,  which  is  about  seventy  miles  from  hence,  pur- 
suing the  course  of  tlie  river,  and  having  executed  his  orders  (ex- 
cepting a  few  indulgences  grantt'd  on  account  of  the  weatherj,  re- 
turned on  the  12th  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  of  irH'h)sing  to  your  Kxcelleucy  his  r:^})(»rt,  witii 
sundry  jK'titions,  handed  him  by  the  settlers;  likewise  the  opinion 
of  some  reputable  inhabitants  on  the  eastern  sidf  of  the  river,  with 
resj)eet  to  tiiem.* 


*  The  Conimi<.<it)iiors  for  Indian  Alfairs  instructed  C'<l(>n('l  Ilarniar,  Leforc 
leuvini;*  Fort  ^Iclnl«.).■^b,  .January  21tli.  as  follou-v: 

"iSiirvcyini;  or -r^^ttlinijj  tho  land<  not  within  tlic  linnt<  ot'  any  partit  ular 
State  b<fing  forbid  by  tin;  United  Stat«*s.  in  ConLcrc.-s  a-scnihlcti.  the  ('<»ru- 
manderwill  employ  such  forc('  a>  he  may  judi^e  ncccs-arv  iti  diivinL:  ntV  pc^r- 
son?  attempting  to  settle  on  the  hinds  of  tlu^  Tnitcd  Slates.  ' 

^Tlie  report  of  Ensign  Armstrong  was  to  the  elfect  that  he  marehed  down 
the  Ohio,  March  olst;  crossed   the  Little    Beaver  un  the   \A  April;  dispos- 


i«r  ri'S  MiniiniTiv  mere  wjis  no  imiiicr  <iiifn>iv<'  (i<.Mi)t>M>irn 
\\ricov\  T<)\\]\    Im'   Iw'ul   IrnniiMl   (li;it    ('liarlc*   Norris   jhhI 
id  hc.-n  I'lcctc'l  Ju-tiiM'-;  of  tlic  |)i-:iri'  ainl  li:i»l  Mct'-tl  a-  "-uch 
ion  of  tlx-  r«-j>('cIaM«'  i-nliabilanl^  "    wa-^  i-oiitaincd  in  iIk,'  It 
Ensign  Annsirong: 

he  following  information  through  you  to  the  honorable  the 
)  of  some  service,  I  trust  you  will  not  be  displeased  there 
opinion  of  many  sensible  men  (with  whom  I  conversed  oi 
Wheeling)  that  if  the  honorable  the  Congress  do  not  fall  on 
od  to  prevent  people  from  settling  on  the  lands  of  the  U 
:>f  the  Ohio,  that  country  will  soon  bo  inhabited  by  a  bai 
s  are  a  disgrace  to  human  nature. 

in  a  few  days,  receive  an  address  from  the  magistracy  of 
iigh  which  most  of  those  people  pass,  many  of  whom  are  i 

,  taken  some  pains  to  distribute  copies  of  your  instructions, 
he  honorable  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Atfairs,  into  a 
nent  west  of  the  Ohio,  and  had  them  posted  up  at  most  j 
J  east  side  of  the  river,  in  the  neighborhood  through  which 

anding  they  have  seen   and   read  those  instructions,   the 
le  unsettled  countries  by  forties  and  fifties, 
best  information  I  could  receive,  there  are  at  the  falls  ( 
tin  [Hockhocking]  upwards  of  three  hundred  families;  i 
a  number  equal. 

ens  [Moravian  ?]  Town  there  are  several  families  and  more 
red  on  the  rivers  Miami  and  Scioto.  From  Wheeling  t< 
s  scarcely  one  bottom  on  the  river  but  has  one  or  more  fa 
on.  In  consequence  of  the  advertisement  by  John  Ami 
[  am  assured  meetings  will  bo  held  at  the  times  therein 
it  at  Menzon's  or  Haglin's  Town,  mentioned  in  my  rep» 
10  inhabitants  had  come  to  a  resolution  to  ooinply  w^ith  the 
',?  advertisement. 
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by  sixty-six  of  them,  praying  for  a  farther  indulgence  of  time,  and 
informing  me  that  they  had  sent  on  a  petition  to  Congress  on  the 
subject.*  In  answer  to  which,  I  thought  it  most  expedient  to  grant 
them  one  month  from  the  21st  ultimo  to  remove  themselves,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  parties  will  be  detached  to  drive  off  all 
settlers  within  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  this 
garrison,  which,  in  my  present  situation,  is  all  that  Ls  practicable. 

The  number  of  settlers  lower  down  the  river  is  very  considerable, 
and,  from  all  accounts,  daily  increasing.  I  would,  therefore  (before 
I  proceed  further  in  this  business),  beg  to  know  the  pleasure  of  your 
Excellency  and  your  particular  orders  upon  the  subject. 


The  following  is  the  advertisement  alluded  to,  which  shows  that  the  set- 
tlers were  equal  to  self-government,  and,  if  undisturbed,  would  soon  have 
laid  the  foundations  of  a  State  on  the  Ohio: 

ADVERTIBEMEyT. 

March  12,  1785. 

Notice  is  hcrohy  jrivon  to  the  iiiliabitants  of  tho  v/est  side  of  I  lie  Ohio 
Ivivcr  that  there  is  to  be  an  election  for  tlie  clioosinL;  of  members  of  tli(!  con- 
vention f«;r  the  framinL;  u  constitution  for  tlie  governing  o^  the  inhabitaiit-i, 
the  election  to  bo  held  on  th«?  iCtli  da\'  of  April  next  ensuinLT,  viz:  one  elec- 
tion to  be  hfld  at  tiic  mouth  of  tiie  Miami  River,  and  one  to  be  held  at  the 
nioutli  (»f  the  Scioto  River,  and  one  on  tlie  Mu.-kin!jjum  lliver,  and  one  at  the 
dweliing-lion.se  of  J-nas  Meiizons;  the  member.s  to  b(^  chosen  to  meet  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Scii)to  on  the  twentieth  dav  of  the  Hame  m  )nth. 

I  do  certify  that  all  mankind,  a^^reeable  to  <'verv  constitution  formed 
in  AiU'Tica,  have  an  undoubted  right  to  j);i>.s  into  every  vacant  coun- 
Irv,  and  there  to  form  their  constitution,  and  that  from  tlie  confederation  of 
tlie  whole  United  Slates,  Congr(.'ss  i?  not  empowered  to  forbid  the:n,  neither 
is  Coni;re.«.s  empowered  from  tiiat  confederation  t(»  mak<'  any  sale  (>f  tin;  un- 
inhabited lands  to  j'ay  the  public  debN.  which  is  to  be  by  a  tax  bivied  and 
lifted  [coUeeted]  by  authority  of  the  Legislature  of  each  Slate. 

John   Kmf.rson. 

^  The  repr(!.<entation  was  to  the  effect  that  the  settlei's  desired  '•  to  ad  con- 
sistent with  our  dutv  to  our  country  and  tiie  coniinands  of  tlie  Li'iiislatur*'," 
and  a>ked  for  indulgence*  in  tinu?  for  removing  their  families  ai:d  clfects. 
There  were,  however,  three  communications,  one  '^ih  April,  one  8th,  and  u 
third,  dated  15th.  It  is  to  the  last  Colonel  llarnuir  specially  ref(?rs.  The 
petitioners  asked  delay  until  they  C(4ild  hear  fr(»m  their  papers,  which  they 
had  forwarded  to  be  laid  before  C(mgress.  (olonel  Ilarmar  re])lied,  allowing 
the  indulgence  mentioned  in  his  letter,  but  notifying  them  that  his  orders 
were  i)cremptory. 


riie  SI.  Oair  Paptrs. 


4 


p.: 


Ni:i.  Habuar  to  the  Sechetaby  op  War.' 

Four  McIsToeii.  June  Irf.  1785. 
lull  lattij  I  had  the  plca^mre  of  bearing  of  yourap- 
iljciviee^   tb«   returns    should   hare   been   forwarded 


Tin  Wwiinlni  nad  Delaware  nations  liavc  brought  in  their  pris- 
iiiu-r-  ili!iv.-ii  ill  number)  a^ecubly  to  trpiily,' and  the  hiwtagca  left 
in  iiiv  ]iii-sr" imi  iii-e  now  difimigsed.  Tbcso  nations  are  friendly, 
nnil  I  liulicvi-  wi.-h  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  witli  the 
Amcricuiis.  Tlir  Sbawanese  make  great  professions  of  peace,  and 
arc  dcsiruus  <if  n  treaty  being  held  wiiU  them.  The  Cbenikees  are 
hostile,  ami  Imm  killed  and  Benlijed  i^even  ih-uijIc  iiciirtbc  mouth  of 
the  Si'JKlii,  uIkiiii  three  hundred  and  seventy  miles  from  hence. 

f?IH.rLbf^  luiv  hath  continually  sent  by  the  British  from  De- 
troit tn  the  hiiliniiB  iibce  llie  tre.aty,  and  I  hnvo  (;ood  intelligence 
that  sfveriil  tnulerB  have  been  among  them,  ueing  all  means  to 
make  them  eukiiain  a  bod  opiniuu  of  the  Americans.  Oue  Simon 
Oirty.'  I  am  inrDrniwl.  Ims  been  to  Pamlusky  for  that  fmriw?p.     I 


,  my  p.. 
'  In'liui: 


cd- 


<    i\Ai- 


:lAli;,i.s.| 
oifall  Ml 


liirid^  nf  th,.  llnited  Stales,  in  rouse 
/ii  ilruii'hed,  will,  drove  (bfiii  nlF  ii 
]"isl.      Theiiiinihcrl.HMT.hnvnllu. 


:e]i  tlicni   AiilliiT  iha 


;iili]ect.r,i,iiesiiri-  |>;ir- 
Inmdivil  ouil  tw.nlv 
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much  importance,  that  perhaps  you  may  judge  it  necessary  to  re- 
mind Congress  of  it' 


Colonel  Habmab  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Fort  McIntosh,  JvHy  16ft,  1785. 

Sir: — On  the  11th  inst,  I  was  informed  that  three  chiefs'  and 
twenty-five  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  had  arrived  at  Fort  Ktt, 
and  wished  very  much  to  speak  with  the'commandiug  officer. 

Agreeably  to  their  request,  I  rode  up  to  Pittsburgh  and  met  them 
in  council,  when,  to  my  great  surprise,  the  Complanier^  the  principal 
chief,  had  the  original  articles  of  the  treaty  which  was  concluded 
with  them  at  Fort  Stanwiz '  along  with  him,  and,  toward  the  close 
of  the  speech,  sud  they  were  burdensome,  and  wished  to  deliver 
them  up.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  their  speech,  and  my  an- 
swer to  it.^ 


*  MS.  Harrnnr  Papers.  The  letter  was  referred  in  Congress  to  u  committee 
consisting  of  Mr.  Grayson,  Mr.  McHenry,  Mr.  Pettit,  and  Mr.  Kiiiij,  who 
brought  in  a  report  approving  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Harmar,  nutliorizing 
him  to  remove  his  troops,  and  take  post  at  or  near  the  Ohio,  between  ^lus- 
kingum  and  the  Great  Miami,  "which  he  shall  conceive  most  advisable 
for  further  carrying  into  eflect  the  bcforo-nientioned  orders;*'  and  appropri- 
ating six  hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  troops  and  their 
baggage.  See  Journah  of  Congress.  It  was  under  this  order  that  Fort 
Uarmar  was  erected  near  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum. 

*  Cornplanter,  Gioshuta  [or  Guyasutha]  and  Hockushakwego  (AUface). 

•Tl'.e  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  concluded  22d  October,  1784,  between  Oli- 
ver Wolcott  Richard  Butler,  and  Arthur  Lee,  commissioners,  and  the  Sa- 
chems and  Warriori  of  the  Six  Nations. 

*  Cornplanter  opened  the  council,  and  was  followed  by  AUface  and  Gioshuta. 
AUface  said,  "Brothers,  it  was  the  great  King,  our  father  [Great  Britain], 
who  provoked  us  to  all  the  mischief  we  have  done,  but  now  we  take  no  ad- 
vice from  him,  and  wish  to  sit  in  council  with  the  Americans  as  we  formerly 
did.*'  He  then  said  the  reason  all  the  prisoners  had  not  been  delivered  up,  as 
stipulated,  was  because  many  of  their  young  men  wereabfsent  when  both  the 
treaties  of  Stanwix  and  Fort  Mcintosh  were  made,  but  thev  would  be  de- 
livercd,  and  they  desired  to  have  the  boundaries  clearly  established.  Ho 
produced  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  signed  at  Fort  Stanwix.  *'  You  may  see 
by  this  that  wo  are  great  men,  representing  the  Six  Nations." 

Gioshuta  speaks: 

Brothers,  wa  thank  God  for  having  the  pleasure  to  sit  in  council  this  day 
with  our  brothers,  the  Americans. 

Brotherit,  you  may  reflect  on  us  for  the  past  troubles  we  have  occasioned, 
but  you  must  blame  the  groat  King;  and  we  are  sorry  we  did  not  take  ad- 


their  sj)i'('ch,  but,  so  lonLi"  as  tlic  I^rltish  kccj)  pos 
«ts,  it  is  MTV  ('vi(k'iit  that  all  treaties  held  l>v  us  wi 
ill  have  hut  little  weiiiht  with  them. 


the  thirteen  brothers,  but  we  hope  you  wont  think  of  an 
t. 

Lho  belt  that  was  delivered  us  at  Fort  Pitt.     I  now  take  i 
t  you  sec  I  am  sincere.     We  see  every  thing  you  told  us  h 
d  what  you  tell  us  now  or  in  future  we  will  attend  to. 
IS,  are  as  strong  as  ever. 

J,  the  reason  1  wish  the  Thirteen  Fires  should  hear  wha 
cause  I  was  the  man  who  had  the  fire  removed  from  Fc 
'h  it  brought  back  to  Fort  Pitt. 

?,  it  was  the  great  King  who  gave  you  all  our  country.  B 
the  King  gave  you  this  country,  we  would  all  be  glad  h( 
.  divide  it,  that  we  may  all  know  our  parts.  We  knc 
rerc  all  good,  that  you  said  you  would  not  cheat  us  of  ou 
e  3'ou. 

of  wampum.) 
ntcr  speaks: 

s,  the  Thirteen  Fires,  you  may  think  what  you  please,  but  I 
every  thing  I  do,  and  hope  to  do  every  thing  for  the  besi 
mo.     1  was  a  chief  man  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  my  peopl 
for  the  English  have  told  our  people  that  the  great  Kin 
inds  to  the  Thirteen  Fires,  but,  brothers,  I  am  still  stro 
cry  thing  that  was  agreed  to  at  the  treaty.     Brothers,  I  w 
ch  is,  that  you  would  write  to  our  people,  informing  tl 
at  the  country  belongs  to  the  Thirteen  Fires. 
[  could  deliver  up  to  you  these  papers  (the  articles  of  th« 
hey  give  mo  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  on  account  of  the 
ave  told  our  people, 
ig  of  wampum.) 
peecli,  in  reply,  Colonel  Hnrmar  said: 
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Captain  John  Doughty  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Fort  McIntosh,  2\st  October,  1785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
conference  held  at  this  place  between  myself  and  some  Delaware 
and  Wyandot  Indians,  who  came  to  me  in  consequence  of  the  affair 
at  Tuscarawas,  which  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  5th 
of  October.  I  bee:  leave  to  submit  to  vou  the  inclosed  information 
of  John  Leith  and  Alexander  McCormick.  The  latter  is  a  trader 
who  lives  at  the  Tawa  towns.  He  is  warmly  recommended  to  me 
by  Colonel  Harmar,  as  a  friend  to  the  country.  He  tells  me  it  is 
impossible  to  get  his  effects  from  that  country  this  fall,  wliich  obliges 
him  to  winter  in  the  neighborhood  of  Detroit.  From  the  circum- 
stance of  being  within  the  power  of  the  British  he  requests  that  his 
name  may  not  be  known.  He  appears  to  be  an  intelligent  man, 
and  well  acquainted  with  Indian  affairs. 

Notwitlistanding  the  f^ubmissinn  of  the  Delmvare  and  Wyandot 
Indian^,  made  to  me  at  the  confrrence,  and  their  professions  of 
peace,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  their  dis])t>sitioiKs  are  hostile,  be- 
cause, in  the  murder  of  Chambers,  at  Tusearawas,  there  were  twentv 
or  tliirty  Delaware  Indians,  with  one  of  their  eluef-^,  present,  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  they  took  any  steps  to  j)revent  the  outraire  of 
the  seven  Wyandots,  exce])t  to  save  the  life  and  ])roj)erty  of  their 
friend  Leith,  who  was  an  adopted  brother;  besides,  Mr.  MeCorniiek 
informs  me  that  he  is  well  assured  that  the  murder  eoniniitted  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Hockhoekinir,  this  summer,  of  live  ov  six  people, 
was  done  bv  the  Wvandots  and  Delawares  ;  indeed,  everv  account 
that  I  have  had  confirms  me  in  the  opini(>n  that  we  shall  have 
trouble  in  this  countrv  ere  lon^r,  unices  soinetliinLr  is  done  at  the 
present  treaty  to  avert  the  storm,  and  I  must  confess  my  expecta- 
tions are  not  very  flattering  from  this  (piarter,  because  I  am  well 
informed  that  some  nations  will  not  <ro  to  it,  and  those  that  do  iro 
have  no  idea  of  ceding  their  lands  to  us  upon  the  terms  of  the  last 
treaty.'  The  Indian  representation  at  this  j)lace  last  winter  was  so 
very  partial,  from  the  few  tribes  that  appeared,  and  the  objects  of 
the  treaty  of  so  general  concern,  that  the  terms  of  it  are  far  from 
iK'ing  C(»nsidered  as  binding  upon  the  tribes  to  the  westward.     This 


and  Detroit,  wliicli  the  Eni^li'-h  ceded  to  us,  as  well  as  thelaii'ls.     This  must, 
then,  convince  you  that  vou  have  not  been  told  the  trutii." 

*  The  only  nation  that  participated  in  the  treaty  at  the  Great   Miami  was 
the  Sliawaneso,  and  that  nation  afterward  repudiated  the  terin>^. 
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tri'uiy.  iiiul  the  HUP  at  Fort  Stanwis,  Willi  Uie  steps  the  IionombU  I 
tlip  ConCitiental  CuugTMs  h&re  thought  fit  to  lake  in  sending  out  J 
tliu  survcyiij-s,  have  bad  the  etfect  I*)  unite  the  Indians,  and  induoftl 
them  lu  iniiiii'  a  wxnmon  cause  of  what  tbey  eujipof*  iheir  presenlJ 
gri('\'iinrvs.  Tiny  are  told  by  the  British,  and  they  are  fu.' 
per?tiii.<i(iii,  that  llie  territory  in  qiiedliau  was  never  ceded  I 
Briiaiii.  t'unliiT  ihan  respeeti*  the  jurisdiction  or  putting  the  ] 
i]iuii>  itLidtT  lliu  jirutection  of  tUe  Unlt«l  Btates.  Prom  tfain  rcaaoo*! 
iii^'  thi'v  iliiuv  11  ('(inclusion  that  our  claim  in  cona-quence  of  tbafcfl 
ciwiiiii  im^'lil  nnt  to  deprive  them  of  their  lands  without  purchofl 
I  liflii've  you  may  depend  upim  it  that  thi«  ia  the  reaaiiniiig  of  thdj 
eliif'fs.  I  am  «i  iiiformed  by  several  persons  who  have  been  a 
them,  (lur  ading  upon  the  late  treaty  made  at  this  place  Ittet  wiii> 
ter,  ill  liegiiiiiiiig  to  aprvey  their  country,  ia  certainly  c 
eiiii/e  of  tlu-ir  |iii-sei>t  nneRBiness. 

'diTiicy  of  the  Indian  tribes  to  the  westward  shotdd  b 
ii<  li  there  i»  a  prgepect.  they  wiU  become  very  formidabl 
iiiiniliic.  Should  an  event  of  iliia  kind  appear  proht 
lull  iiiliirmotioo  CfjDgrei*s  rnav  have  before  them,  it  ap^^ 
,r  evidetitly  for  our  iat.Tet^t  ijiat  sonic  stc|i>  should  be 
L'a-ef...me'of  ihWrniitioiis  in  oiiilavor;  in  ihis  ease  I 
>  oHer  il  as  inv  oplnioTi  ihat  one  jrreal  >\vu  lo  he  pur>ued 


Ifaeouf, 

piilee.ofwl: 

fn.ni  iheiri 

ble,  from  w 

lakeu  to  en: 

iH'g  leave  ti 

flioiiM  U-  a 

British,  whos,.  a.irenls  are  eo, 

iMaiitly    ill    Iheir   Iohh-.  , 

riitii-ilialiiig 

their  frieiid^-liip::  and  trade  t. 

.   the   ahll  »!   t..i:il    e\eh:. 

■Ihii  of  our 

|..ople.' 

'  MS.      F,--m  fi'r,   :,■   the    tV'n 

■   D'pnrtmciit.     Till.-,    U-ltLT 

ef    Cl.ptl.i-1 

1)..iil;IiIvj  -li.ms  -.i  .■l,-i,r,.r  iii:,i^lit 

,  into  llio  pluiis  of  tlie  ItuI 

i:ins  and  tile 

>i.-h<.-.uos  ,.f   lh(.   IlrilUh,  llinii   ,.ili. 

-1'  .'<>rn>>p<jiidL<iivt  et>iiteiTi)ui 

r:ii-v   With  It. 

For  ncc-oilnl  In-  Lcitli.  '■;■  .\[,fivn<\ 

ii,0:V2. 

Thcit,rormfll,iniM-,.,iimi..i-„,.l."]  1 

,y  Mr.  >ri-Ci.r.i.i.l.  \\-.\'  !.-  fi. 

ll.iw.-.; 

Mp.  M,'C..ri,urk  Ml  "n.i,  ..r  Mi. 
t>i.-..no-rw.'-""-',.W.  ill  tl...  Tj 
th«ttli.;i-!.i..|  ..]■  Iliiil  ri„li-.i,  t..hi  il 

Iki  tlial  Ih.-y  M-i.Ljia   11. -I  j;..  1 

■l!  il, In  Lake 
III.      \Ws.ay» 
..  \\>-  IroatJ 

ntllK.   m-   Miami.  ,iorli>  luiy  „[ii. 

at   I'etroit[ 

tb«t  ;>  ^noi.i   ,-,.1111. 'il  u-,.=  h..l,i  ,„ii 

>l!    linll'    lilim    !!».>     lit    0>-l><.l' 

l.il,-.  ,.|1     Ihl! 

litt.d  uia.'i-..f  ti.e  liij;  Miii.iu,  .11 

«hi,-li  won.  [.|-.-si-iit    Ihe  .-Il 

:i':V.i>l'  iiiHTiy 

ji^Uion?;   Ilinl  In- wa-  iiif.-rnicil   Iliii 

t  the  uUji-et  ar  tlliv  .van.  il  t 

va.-^    In    unite 

lhfMifolvi.s«-.n.i^tt}ir  »llJI.'l"*.-pl 

I-;   ili;,lHvn  111]-:;,-  IhII.- .if  w: 

ihipiiiii  wore 
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Colonel  Harmar  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Philadelphia,  October  22,  1785. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  place 
on  the  7  th  inst. 

Previous  to  ray  leaving  Fort  Mcintosh,  the  following  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  the  westward,  viz :  A  full  company  of  infantry 
was  raised  with  much  difficulty  from  the  remains  of  the  old  Penn- 
sylvania quota,  and  embarked  under  command  of  Captain  Finney, 
with  General  Butler,  on  the  29th  ult.,  to  atiend  the  treaty,  which 
was  to  he  held  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami. ^ 

sent  from  tlio  council  to  tlio  different  nations,  holding  out  thut  they  should 
unite  and  be  at  peace  with  each  other,  that  the  roads  should  be  open  from 
one  nation  to  the  other;  and  that  nations  were  present  at  the  council  from 
a  considerable  distance  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi.  He  has  been  told, 
and,  from  the  best  observation  he  could  make,  is  of  the  opinion,  that  a  general 
war  has  been  in  contemplation  among  the  Indians  against  the  Americans. 
Mr.  McCormick  heard,  at  the  Tawa  towns,  tliat  Mr.  Jiogj^s  and  tln^  otlier 
me.s>eni;cr.s  did  not  procec^d  furtiier  than  tin;  Mianu  towns,  and  that  they 
lo<t  thrir  horses,  lie  was  present  whtMi  Mr.  Matthew  Elliot,  an  Indian 
agent  for  the  Hritish,  told  at  the  8!iawanese  towns,  in  the  presence  of  forty 
Indians,  that  the  Indians  had  better  fight  like  men  than  give  ujj  their  lands 
and  starve  like  dogs.  That  Girlv  and  Caldwell  were  latidy  at  the  Delawaio 
and  AVvandct  towns  persuading  the  Indians  not  to  iio  to  tint  tr<'alv  at  the 
Big  Miami ;  that  a  Tawa  chief  told  him  that  his  father  (meaning  tiie  Brit- 
i^h)  had  advised  him  not  to  go. 

Mr.  McCormick  is  of  opinion  that  tin;  Indians  in  general  hav(^  hostile  in- 
tentions against  u-.  He  is  positive  in  liis  opijnon,  from  iii.s  frecjuent  inter- 
course with  the  Indians,  that  it  will  be  vi'vy  dangerous  for  tln^  surveyors  to 
go  on  with  their  business  until  tin;  present  uneasiness  subsides.  On  hi**  road 
to  this  place  he  was  met  by  two  Indians,  forty  miles  from  hence,  on  tlx; 
Tuscai-awas  path;  one  of  them  immediately  treed,  upon  whiih  hi*  treed  also. 
lie  supjHtses  they  would  soon  have  had  a  shot  at  each  other  had  not  ti)e  other 
Indian  come  up,  who  knew  him.  They  had  six  horses  with  them,  which  he 
supp-'ses  they  had  stolen  somewhere  near  the  im.uth  of  Little  Beaver  rr 
Yellow  Creek.  Ho  met  three  families  going  to  Detroit  from  the  Mingo  Bot- 
tom ;  they  were  going  to  settle  under  the  iJritish  government. 

^On  the  20th  June,  1785,  Congress  directed  a  treaty  to  be  negotiated  with 
the  Shawanesc  and  otlier  western  Indians.  On  the  olsi  January.  178(),  the 
commiHsioners,  George  Rogers  Clark,  Richard  Butler,  and  iSamuel  II.  Par- 
6<uis,  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Shawaneso  at  tiie,  mouth  of  the  Great 
Mitmii.  It  extended  the  tract  which  had  been  agreed  to  by  tin?  Wyandot 
and  Delaware  nations  from  the  point  on  the  main  branch  of  tlie  Great  Miami 
intersected  by  the  south  line  of  the  said  boundary;  then  down  the  river 
Miami  to  the  fork  of  that  river,  next  below  the  old  fort  which  was  taken  by 
the  French  in  17G2;  thence  due  west  to  the  river  do  la  Pause;  thence  down 
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After  ilie  imily  k  coucluded.  I  have  given  Captain  Finney  writ-   , 
teu  unlcrs  tn  scTunj  himself  from  insult  at  the  Minmi  by  l(>rtiryiDg    | 
liis  wiiiu-r  qirarliTs,  or  if  the  commiaaiunero  should  be  of  oi>uiion 
that  it  w'>iilil   lie  innst  eligible  to  assume  any  other  pnsitlon,  uS  I    | 
cmiLvivc  Ihi'iiL   lii'^t   acqunintud  with  thai  jiurt  of  the  country,  liif.  I 
orilers  an'  in  iiIk^v  ihcir  directions  on  that  hmd.     Ou  thu  7th  ulL, 
Cujitain  r)n[i;;lii_v"c  (-■ompaiiy  of  ttrlillery  iirrivcd  ut  Fnrt  Melutiiitb. 
I  have  i.'ivi.'u  him  ivriltfu  orders  to  take  pnut  at  or  near  ttie  miiutil 
of  Mii-kiiii.'iHu,  iiluiiit  one  hundred  and  forty  milM  below  Mcintosh, 
fimi  !•■  uTin-Jiuiiii  III-  jiallisade  himself,  for  hU  own  security,  as  ha 
shoiilil  jiiilp' iiiiKt  jiroper.     Captain  Heart's  a)mpany  of  iu&ntry  I  , 
mu't  im  the  7tli  iiHt.,  upon  the  Laurel  Hill,  about  four  days'  march 
from  Fmi  I'ill.      I  have  given  hira  onlem  to  expoilitu  hie  mnroli, 
he  would  I'L'  11)1  liriu'  to  go  down  tlio  river  with  Captain  Doughty,.  J 
Qud  lo  [lilt  liimnlf  uuder  hia command. 

Till-  [iiwlimi  at  Muskiagum  will  answer  the  TtUuable  object  of  J 
romoving  ilie  inli-iidtra  from  the  public  lands,  ehouM  any  here 
presume  to  iiiernucli  upon  them,  which  I  do  not  belJevo  will  be  thefiJ 
ea:ie.  as  shorllv  lirC.n-  I  left  Mclnlo^h  they  wnt  ui-  to  me 
hiirulih'  LV]MV.-;>LiIiili.iri  iu  \rAut\f  ..f  tlio  wliMv,  |iiiq.oiiiii-  tiiot  tlicy 


th,' 


iiil-i 


tluv  [ui<!  bcluiv 
lluii  tlicv  nil-hi 


■r.ler 


nu]   iira; 
illcd   t.. 


de|iiu-t.      Leiiity  I  thouglit  t'l   k'  utit  of  llie  •\\ 

K-sliiin,  and   liave  di- 

rei-fei!  <a]ihLiii'r>ou-lirv,  <.ii  Ids  wav  doHii.  (., 

barii  aud  destr.iv  any 

reiiiuliiiii-  .'^ihins  lielu^rn   Melt.O,.'h   and  Mii>l 

iin^-um.     It  will  also 

cover  ,h.-  r.mtiiirulal  .iii-v.-vmv.  iu  M.iae  m,.i 

i>iire,  in   their  laying 

olf  tlie  -ev.ii   rall^■es  of  township.,  and  coivi 

11,'c  the  Iiidiani  that 

Uoiii.'1-e.-i   means  ti)  iiroteet  tli.t  ley;i|  setllers  o 

n  (he  lands  ced<.d  to 

them  l.y  (lie  treaty.     Fa-  ihe.^e  reas.iiis,  I  jiai; 

;e.|  it  a  pivfenible  po- 

fiilinri  I  1  Ihe  aiiiutii  of  the  .Seiolo,  whiell  I  tlioi 

iglii.  to  lie  rather  too 

li.w.h.wo  the  river. 

Haviri,^'  Ihas  arranged  mailers  In  the  we-twi 

ird.  I  have,  nprreoalily 

tliiilriver  ti.  thf  \V:il«isli;   ■■  lH>y,.ad  wlii.-li   liii.s  iioi 

I,'  ,>f  ll.>Miti,:oi,*,.ftll0 

UniU-ayi!.leshll:t!Ue:tl.',  !lMr.il.-liirl>lli.Sh:iii,iiu-. 

'ill  iii"ii'~.'til.'i.M'iiUiTid 

pofsfsslnn.     Ali.l  llii'  SliaWiiNCM!  Ue  n'i;i,<|li,-.]i  l:  tli 

,■  l-|iiL.'ilSlii|.s.illlille. 
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to  your  permission,  repaired  to  this  place  iu  order  to  expedite  the 
recruiting  service. 


Colonel  Harmar  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Fort  Pitt,  July  M,  1786. 

Sir: — ^Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  ult.,  I  had 
received  the  following  intelligence,  viz : 

One  John  Bull  (called  by  the  Indians  Sheebo)  informs  me  that 
he  left  Detroit  on  the  29th  of  April,  in  company  with  one  hundred 
Moravian  Indians,  men,  women,  and  children,  who  are  at  present 
about  four  miles  from  Cuyahoga.  That  they  have  crossed  the  lake 
with  the  intention  to  settle  near  their  old  towns  on  the  Muskingum, 
where  a  party  of  these  Indians  were  formerly  massacred ;  but  as 
they  are  too  late  in  the  season  for  planting,  their  design  is  to  remain 
and  himt  near  Cuyahoga  until  fall.  He  further  informs  me  that, 
on  the  7th  ult.,  Commodore  Grant,  with  Captain  McKeo,  Simon 
Girty,  and  Matthew  Elliot,  with  forty  Indians,  among  whom  wTre 
the  Half  King,  Baubee,  Koon,  and  Gusheways,  a  chief  of  the  Ot- 
toways  and  Chij)peways,  sailed  from  the  mouth  of  Sandusky  Kiver 
for  Canada.  They  gave  out  that  they  wore  going  to  Quelx^c  with 
a  de.^ign  to  pur(!hase  the  lands  on  the  north  side  of  the  lake  from 
the  Indians,  but  it  was  generally  supposed  they  were  going  no 
further  than  Niagara,  to  a  treaty  to  which  Sir  John  Johnson  (who 
was  there)  had  invited  them  and  the  Six  Nations. 

Such  is  the  intelligence  given  by  !Mr.  Bull.  These  ^loravian  In- 
dians (among  whom  Bull  resides)  by  what  I  can  learn,  luive  ever 
been  friendly  to  the  United  States.  The  circumstance,  therefore, 
of  their  returning  to  settle  on  their  old  hal)itations  I  think  favorable. 
I  shall  endeavi^r  to  be  made  acquainted,  if  possible,  with  the  prin- 
cipal circumstances  relative  to  the  treaty  holding  at  Niaivara,  and 
to  know  the  designs,  etc.,  of  Sir  John  Johnsf)n  in  calling  it.^ 

*  Coloner  Ilarmar  had  started  wost  in  Juno,  and  Avas  on  liis  way  to  Fnrt 
Harniar  when  the  above  letter  was  written.  Before  leavincj  rhihulelpliia  a 
sum  of  money  had  been  placed  in  his  luuuU  to  be  u.«(»d  in  preservini:;  peace 
vrith  the  Indians,  and  ho  had  received  very  minute  instructions  from  the 
Secretary  of  AVar.  An  Indian  war  peemed  to  be  iminiuint.  The  liotngc3 
delivered  by  the  Nations,  parties  to  the  treaty  at  Fort  ]NrcInto>]i,  to  the 
Americans, escaped  on  hearing  of  hostile  movement-?.  The  liighe>t  prudence 
was  requisite  in  the  management  of  the  troops  in  the  Territory.  Distinction 
shouHbe  made  between  lawless  banditti,  such  as  the  Cherokees  and  others 
settled  on  the  8eioto,  and  the  conduct  of  more  regular  tribes.  *'  An  Indian 
war,"   said  the   Secretary, ''disagreeable   at  all  times,  would  bo    peculiarly 


The  Si.  fitiir    Papers. 


Cnl-nM:!,   llAimAH  TO    VHC  SECRETARY   OF  WaB. 

Fort  riTT,  July  Vi,  1786. 

^ii"- — ■Since  I  liuil  the  houor  oC  aiMrewing  ytm  on  the  3d  iustant, 
I  li;iv(?  til  iulnrm  you  that  Captain  Men-er,  with  his  drtiicli incut,  ax- 
rivrd  licre  oil  t!ie  Tith,  and  manditd  for  Mclutosh  on  llie  8lh. 

KiiUvillislaiuliiig  the  iolruders  haviug  been  so  frequeutly  renioved 
frmii  the  piil)lic  Inuils,  Oapinin  Doughty  informs  nm  there  are  eev- 
efal  wlio  hiive  crnis^od  the  river  again,  and  some  have  Tenturcd  Xx) 
pimi'lmte  llii:  country  as  far  as  twenty  niilee  from  the  Ohio.  I  an- 
prcjJiiriuf,'  to  dolucli  Captain  Hnmtramck  with  a  command,  to  con* 
sist  of  his  own  company,  Captain  Mereer'a,  and  Captain  McCurdy">, 
ivilh  ordiT3  to  take  a  position  for  five  or  six  weclta  at  the  Mingo 
Bottom,  or  ils  viriuity,  and  to  malie  diligent  searL'h  for  them,  and 
destroy  llicir  dwi'llinga.  This  command  (about  one  hundred  and 
sixiv  nn'ii )  v'\\\  march  from  Mcintosh  for  this  purpose  in  tht 
ofa'f.'W.lays. 

Captiiiu  lluldiiuc,'  with  his  eurveyore,  leaves  this  plnco  in  a 
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essay  without  an  f  ,'med  force,  but  in  case  of  clanger,  I  shall  give 
him  al)  the  protection  in  my  power.  These  three  companies,  under 
Captain  Hamtramck,  will  be  near  his  second  or  third  range  of 
townships,  and  if  the  business  can  be  prosecuted  without  covering 
him  with  the  troops,  I  am  of  opinion  it  will  be  for  the  better.  My 
reason  for  declining  giving  him  an  escort  for  the  present  is  that  it 
might  probably  provoke  the  Indians  to  open  hostilities,  and  bring 
on  a  war,  which,  I  conceive,  the  United  States  wish  to  avoid.  If 
the  answer  to  Captain  Hutchins's  message  should  prove  unfavorable, 
and  you  should  approve  of  my  covering  him  with  all  the  force  I  can 
muster,  in  order  that  he  may  persevere  in  it,  this  will  be  bringing 
matters  to  a  point.  Here  will  be  the  criterion  to  judge  of  the 
temper  of  the  Indians  by,  and  whether  the  treaties  that  have  been 
held  have  been  of  utility  to  the  United  States  or  not.  As  this 
would  be  a  serious  movement,  I  beg  your  orders  upon  this  head  be- 
fore I  undertake  it. 

The  murders  that  have  been  committed  lately  upon  the  in- 
habitants passing  upand  down  the  Ohio,  indicate  great  dissatistact ion 
prevailing  amongst  the  Indians.  Two  men  were  lately  nninlercd 
(one  of  them  a  hunter  for  Captain  Doiii^hty)  on  Fishing  Creek. 
Major  Wy  I lys,  having  just  returned  from  tlie  Miami,  brings  sundry 
s|)eeches,  ete.,  which  I  do  myself  tlu;  honor  to  inclose.  A  c;)|)V  of  a 
letter  irom  (ieneral  Clarke,  in  that  quarter,  will  show  that  Captain 
Finney's  apprclu^nsions  of  an  attack  upon  his  post  by  the  savages 
were  not  groundless.  Indeed,  from  every  intelliirence  which  I  have 
been  able  to  collect,  matters  do  not  wear  that  favorable  aspect  which 
has  been  represented.  ]\Ir.  Turnbull  has  in  liis  possession  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Post  St.  Vincent,  to  which  J  beg  you  to  be  referred 
for  the  news  there.  I  shall  j)roceed  ihitlier  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  and  make  it  my  [)rincipal  (juarters.' 


*  MS.  Hitrmar  Pdpers. — The  day  folluwiiiu;  the  d;it(.'  of  lli«*  {ibovc  Icttor, 
Colon<,*l  Ilariiiar  havinir  received,  bv  the  liand  of  Major  North,  in>ti'ueti«)ns 
from  the  ^Secretary  of  AVar,  under  <lute  of  .Iiiiie  *J7th,  n-plied  at  IciiLiil).  Ho 
said  tliat,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  he  should  detac  h  two  eon»])ani<'S  (o  the 
rapids  of  tlie  Oliio  to  pr(»ti'(t  the  inhabitants  from  tlic;  incursions  ot  the  In- 
dians. "I  shall  give  the  ofliccr  commanilinij;  particular  orders  not  to  form 
any  offensive  (operations  into  the  Indian  country  witliout  my  penni<>ion. 
Establishin*;  posts  liigl)  up  tlie  31iami  and  Muskingum,  1  am  persuadc.'d  you 
wil!  airree  ouirht  to  be  deferred  for  the  present,  as  I  am  makinir  mv  arranije- 
ments  to  be  readv  to  cover  the  surveyors  as  much  as  shall  be  in  mv  power 
The  surv«'ying  and  disposal  of  the  We^tei-ji  Territory,  I  take  for  granted,  to 
be  the  first  grand  object  of  Congrcs-^.''  lie,  th(M"i'for«*,  proju'scd  tlie  following 
di?position  of  his  force:     "To  detach  Finney's  and  Ziegler's  companies  from 


je  The  St.  Clair  Paprrs. 

CoLOSEL  Harkar  to  tiie  Secretahy  of  'SV-IR- 

FOKT  IIaILMAB  (at  the  MoLTn  OF  THE  BIufKINGlTJl"), 

Attijuift  10, 1786. 
Sir : — Sincp  I  iiail  the  Itonor  of  addressing  you  on  the  4th  instant,' 

tliL-  Miiimi  tn  tlip  r>i]ud^  und  vioM  the-  pimt  at  tlii-  Su'ola,  ii>  Ihcrn  woro  no 
Tiiiniricr-  bcUiw  tliu  Jliiikingum!  they  wltb  nil  U'twBi-n  tile  Inttrr  nnd  tfaa 
ri.-iiiii'ylv'mlii  liiu'.  Cuj.tiiin  HiimtrBmrlt,  with  thoso  ft-mpniuc.,  w.-nld  tuke 
piFst  .11  llnrri>  [Xnrri*]  Town.  beWw  tha  Hiiisu  Uotlnni;  CMptnin  FcrgUKin 
wnuM  111-  lit  Jli'ltiiii-li,  imH  thfm  compNnlM  would  rumnln  at  fort  nurmafi 
111!  H»iil>l  liiivc  thn'f  liundrm]  troeps  lelt  Tor  active  field  uperntioMi" 

iTh"  iiiily  iti'iii';  ot  iiiterpn  tn  thn  letter  of  tlie  <tb  t>f  August  wore  tha^  -. 
■IS  Cii)'tiii|]  UvU  hiiis  IiikI  MfquMtvd  u  body  of  trnups  to  cnvirr  [In  turvvyvn^  ; 
('tipliilii  ll.'iiiilriiiiii'l,  liiid  bcvn  dirti<'t(!<l  tn  move  from  MinguBotlnui  to  Uttla  g 
lii'iiVLT  fur  Ihiit  ]iiii'|"iE'<';  thai  hu  waa  nrideuvoring  to  oonoillalo  tlio  oiindl  I 
or  till'  IiiiMnii:',  iHid  liiid  hnd  irftTeruI  Delnwnrcs  itiid  Chippiwoa  At  Port  ITar-  J 
miir,  Fi'vi  ■MrlrM-li,  iirid  Fort  Pitt  to  "brigbtfin  the  Chain.''  Tlio  Indiai 
lind  ri'iLina'tl  \\>-'A  -'iti-liod  with  thvlr  trvn[mcnt,and  he  had  »ent  a  »ps«cli  t< 
Ibf  IMiit'rir"  N:>in<M  l.y  in  Indluii  named  Turis.  A^rm-iibly  to  l!to  order  i 
„f  Cirii:!!'-:,  lie  Ihid   ili'iiiclic^d  two  compnnics  to  tlio  faKs  of  llm  Ohir 
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Ensigu  Denny  has  arrived  from  the  Miami,  and  brings  intelligence 
that  an  expedition  is  forming  under  the  command  of  General  Clarke, 
and  authorized  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  attack  the  Indians. 

Be  pleased  to  receive  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  General 
Clarke  to  the  commanding  officer  at  the  Miami,  wherein  you  will 
observe  his  wish  to  be  joined  by  the  regular  troops  up<jn  this  expedi- 
tion. As  I  have  received  no  order  from  you  upon  this  head,  I  have 
given  express  orders  to  Captain  Finney  not  to  form  any  offensive 
operations  into  the  Indian  country  without  my  directions.  The  in- 
habitants in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Falls  will  be  very  anxious  to 
j)ush  forward  the  regular  troops  on  this  occasion,  but  it  shall  be  pre- 
vented until  I  receive  your  orders  whether  to  join  them  or  not. 
— — ^ — ^ — — 

on  my  way  to  Sandusky,  having  been,  from  the  27th  of  Aprrl,  nt  two 
Shawanese  and  four  Dehiware  towns,  and  some  scattering  settlements  of 
Wyandots.  On  the  12th  of  May,  I  arrived  at  the  Dehiware  and  Wyandot 
towns  at  Sandusky,  where  I  staid  three  dHVs;  left  it  on  the  loth,  and  ar- 
rived at  Mcliitd^ih  on  the  28tli  of  Mnv.  1  left  mv  <'ano«'  at  the  fovUa  of  the 
3Iianii,  and  proeceded  tl.ruuul]  thr*  reinaiiidcr  of  my  jniii-iwy  (»ii  hor-ehaek. 
At  every  town  1  «'\e<'Uted  mv  r»rder.s  in  n-.-uriii*r  the  Indians  tliat  the  thir- 
tf'fn  gr'*at  fire>  were  determined  to  hold  f'a.^t  the  eliam  of  friend-liip,  and 
told  all  the  chiefs  that  the  eonimandin'^  otilcfr  at  Fort  Ilarmnr  had  sent  me 
to  >ee  tliem.  to  j^nioke  wltli  tliem,  and  to  invite  them  to  come  and  .-^ee  him. 
3Iany  have  promised  to  coM;e. 

In  PokoriiieUalas's  town  I  met  the  P>iir  (.'at.  a  very  irreat  wairior,  and 
George  Wa>hinL;ton ;  they  in  particular  were  very  !;, lad  to  >ee  me.  'I'hey 
promised  to  protect  mo  whilst  1  staid  amoni;>t  them,  for  the  whole  town 
was  drunk.  When  at  Pokongekalas's  town.  1  saw  .sixteen  of  the  Six  Nalions; 
they  came  from  Niagara.  They  said  they  wore  going  to  hold  cnuneil  in  the 
Shawane.se  town.  1  alter  wards  incpiired  of  om;  Rollins,  a  siher.-niith.  living 
in  one  o(  thos<i  towns,  to  Hnd  out  th(!  hu-ine^s  of  the.-e  Indians.  He  told 
me  the\'  had  a  letter  for  Captain  Elliot,  an  Indian  ag<'nt  who  liv»'>  with  tlie 
Shawanese;  that  at  the  (M>uneil,  th(?  sixteen  Indians  told  the  Shawane-'e  that 
they  wore  come  to  invite  them  to  join  hands  and  I.e  strciii;  to  pi-ovetit  the 
1  >ng  knife  from  taking  their  lands.  They  were  painted  l»la<k.  and  told  the 
Shawane-^e  thoy  would  set  the  example,  and  were  goini;  to  war.  Aftor  the 
couricil,  they  were  joiinni  hy  some  of  the  CheroUees  arid  a  few  of  tho  Shaw- 
anese. It  was  some  of  this  party  who  murdered  Cajdain  Shorer  and  three 
others  at  Tuscarawas  a  few  W(!eks  ago.  This  information  was  conlirnn.d  to 
nie  hv  throe  Frenchmen  besides  UoUins, 

AVhen  I  was  at  the  Shawanee  town  wliere  FJliot  resides.  T  foui.d  tliat  lie 
had  frequent  councils  with  them,  and  ihat  the  Shawanoso  in  general  wc-re 
not  well  disposed  to  the  Americans.  The  Delawares  and  Wyandols, through 
whose  towns  1  passed,  appeared  kind  and  friendly  and  desirous  of  j^eace. 
The  chiefs,  in  every  instance,  shook  hands  with  me  and  were  glad  to  se(?  me. 
The  Delawares  and  Wvandots  are  averse  to  admit  the  Cherokees  and  their 
party  among  tliem;  but  in  the  Shawanese  towns  they  are  received  and  often 
joined  by  some  of  that  nation. — MS.  Files  of  War  DcpdHmeiit. 


nons  of  the  Indians  assembled  at  the  Slu 
corroborated  by  sundry  depositions  tliroi 
tain  Hutching,  after  having  progressed  for 
and  west  line,  and  then  sujxjrintending  tl 
prosecuting  the  surveying  business,  and,  oi 
surveyors,  thought  it  most  prudent  to  retin 
I  have  been  informed  that  it  is  the  de 
rapher  to  proceed  again  with  the  business, 
to  go  out  for  that  purpose  on  the  2d  instfi 
continued  there  shall  be  no  censure  fall  up 
given  pointed  orders  to  Captain  Hamtranu 
to  afford  them  every  protection  in  his  powe 
that  Captain  Hutch  ins  is  very  zealous  to  c 
nance  of  Congress,  and  the  surveyors  also ; 
ceived  from  the  Indian  countrv  is  of  so  seric 
in  them  very  just  apprehensions  of  danger. 


Colonel  Harmar  to  the  Secret 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Harmar  h 
dated: 

Fort  Harmar, 

Sir : — In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  his 
ernor  of  Virginia,  I  took  it  for  granted  (alth< 
instructions  from  the  war  office  upon  the  s 
design  of  Congress  that  the  two  companies  < 
Kapjds should co-oneratp  wItV.  ♦!-- 


:ir. 


C<frreap</ndenee^  Addresses,  Etc.  '  19 

Fbuuj,  I  do  myself  tbe  Itooor  to  indoee  to  yon,  Bnd  hope  my 
eondiiot  io  thia  affiur  may  meet  your  approbatioii. 

Ad  flzpeditioD  tmdcnr  Odmnl  Logan,  with  nine  hondred  militia, 
went  fbrward  on  the  Ist  ultimo.  He  returned  to  limestone,  fiom 
wbenoe  he  set  oat  in  a  finUiight,  having  met  vitb  very  little  <q>po4- 
tion,  as  all  the  warrion  had  gone  to  meet  General  Clarke.  Bevm 
of  the  ShamuKM  towne  were  burned,  a  few  scalpa  taken,  and  thirty 
womeo  and  children  prisonere.  MeUctfay,  the  Bhawanese  king, 
would  not  fly,  bat  displajred  the  thirteen  stripefl,  and  held  ont  the 
•rtidea  <rf  the  Miami  trea^,  but  all  in  run ;  he  was  shot  down  by 
MM  of  the  party,  althin^  he  was  their  prisoner.  I  am  eony  thi^ 
tUs  diagraoeful  affiur  should  hare  happened,  as  Melanthy  had  al- 
mya  been  re|»eBented  as  a  fliend  to  the  United  States. 

Ooieral  Clai^  with  about  twelve  hundred  men,  outrched  from 
die  Bainda  tg  the  Ohio  fi>r  the  Wabash,  on  the  17Ui  of  September 
kst.  I  vny  much  feu  that  the  ezpeditiut  will  prove  nnsncceasAil. 
Hie  latest  intelligence  I  have  received  from  that  quarter  is,  that  it 
was  reported  four  huudred  of  his  men  had  left  him  in  a  body  at  or 
near  Post  Vincent,  where  he  was,  and  had  returned  to  their  homes. 

The  surveying  business  under  cover  of  the  troops  still  goes  on. 
Captain  Iliilchine  writes  me  that  if  tbe  weather  proves  fiivorable  he 
expects  that  the  seven  ranges  of  townships  will  be  completed  this 
winter.  The  troops  escorting  him  are  barefoot  and  miserably  olTfor 
clothing,  particularly  woolen  overalls.  They  have  a  very  severe 
fttiguing  tour  of  duty.  I  pray  you  to  order  the  new  clothing  for- 
warded here  as  soon  as  possible. ' 


COLOSEL  HaRHAR  TO  TBE  SECRETARY   OF  WaB. 

Fort  Harmar,  May  14(A,  1787. 

jSir: — I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  last  on  the  lOtli  iilt., 
wherein  you  were  informed  of  Captain  Heart,  with  bis  company, 
having  marched  from  hence  to  take  post  at  Venango. 

He  writes  me  from  Pittsburgh,  that  every  ])re]iaration  was  made, 
and  he  should  ascend  the  Alleghany  on  tlie  27th  ult.  He  also  in- 
forms me  in  his  letter  of  the  27th  of  last  month,  that  "  a  council 
of  all  the  Indian  tribes  was  then  holding  at  Buffalo  Creek,  near  Fort 
Erie,  the  subject  to  be  determined,  report  said,  was  whether  they 
would  give  up  their  lands  or  not." 

>  US.  Fila  ef  War  Department.  Sucb  parts  of  tbe  letter  only  are  given 
here  a»  hsTo  an  biatorical  Tntereat 


20  nc  St.  Chir  Pf/vrs. 

On  ibc  15[b  nit.,  I  M't  the  Mt|;>kiugiim  iu  tlio  barge,  accompanied 
by  I^iieuteuQiil  lltiiEiy  ftnd  LieuU'iiunt  Pratt,  Hud  an-ivLtl  at  thv 
Hii|iiilsofllic  Oiiio  in  uiiiUy-lwo  hmire.  I  Bpi'nt  ii  wit-k  with  Major 
Wvlljs  ui  thi-  pirripon.  Ou  my  return  I  travcltKi  by  land  from 
Liniifvilk'  III  I.iniesiiine,  by  the  way  of  Danville  aud  L^xingtcm,  ' 
(I.imiwtiint'  is  unc  Jiundred  and  eighty  mirenditilatit  fromthel'allsby  ^ 
tlial  TDUlf.l,  null  ri-turned  to  Muakitigum  ou  the  night  of  the  lOth  j 
iiisliint. 

DiirinB  my  ^liurl  ,*t«y  at  the  l^alls,  I  cndwivorpd  to  make  tnypelf  ^ 
afi|Uninlcii  wiili  {hr  jioIiticB  of  the  country,  and  to  gain  as  perfect « 
kniiiNlciiL'c  ar^  I  jHir^-ibly  could  of  Vfhat  waa  goin^  forward  anmngrt  J 
tlio  iiilmbilaiiis  iif  Kentucky,     The  IVi*  navi^mtion  of  thp 
i|i]ii  L.-i  tin-  j;fiu'ni]  r.nbject  of  discourse  ninonp*!  them.'    Tlic  inhab-   I 
ildiils  In  tbc  westward  of  the  Alleghany  MnnnlainKtirc  nnanimoiiHlj 
(i[>[iii^i'd  III  its  lici?);;  closed.     If  such  ii  measure  should  take  place,  J 
tiny  will  liiiik  njiiin  It  a«  the  greatest  of  grievances,  as  the  pro 
liiiity  111'  Ihe  We>lern   world  depends  entirely   upon    this  outlet 
Kiiilufkv,  at  |iri'sriit.  bv  the  retunw  of  their  County  Lieutenantii'l 
MHist.T  fi've  ilii.n^iiMil  ficiilinL'  m.-n.     Vi-u  will  ;>l.--is''l'> 
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inhabitants  have  suffered  greatly,  his  party  having  impressed  their 
cattle  and  distressed  them  very  much. 

I  know  of  no  legal  authority  either  for  these  people  to  invite  the 
Indians  to  a  treaty  or  for  Captain  Dalton,  with  his  men,  to  station 
himself  at  Post  Vincent.  It  is  a  village  of  considerable  conse- 
quence, and  a  party  of  regular  troops  being  posted  there  would 
countenance  and  encourage  the  inhabitants,  who,  by  all  accounts, 
are  well  affected  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States.  From  the 
Kapideto  Post  Vincent,  by  land,  is  about  ninety  miles  distant,  and 
from  thence  to  Kaskaskia  by  land  about  the  same  distance.  From 
the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  I  liumbly  beg  leave  to  observe, 
that  Post  Vincent  and  the  Illinois  country  are  well  worthy  of  the 
immediate  notice  and  attention  of  Congress. 

Amongst  other  irregularities  committed,  the  following  is  another 
instance :  A  boat  came  from  New  Orleans  to  the  Post  to  trade. 
Her  cargo  was  valued  at  upwards  of  two  thousand  pounds.  She 
was  seized,  and  the  owners  robbed  of  their  projx^rty.  The  seizure 
wa.s  made  as  Spanisli  f)ri)perty,  and  desi^aied  as  a  retaliation. 

Several  parties  of  the  Wabash  Indians  are  now  in  the  Kentucky 
country  plundering  the  inhabitants  of  tlieir  horses,  and  oecasionally 
murdering  them.  Last  month,  a  son  of  ( leneral  Seott's  was  killed 
and  sealj)ed  <>n  the  Kentucky  Kiver.  The  peo|)le  are  in  ixreat  dread 
of  the  savaires.  Permit  nie  to  ol)serve  tliat  a  respecta])le  «rarrison 
of  regular  troops  established  in  tlie  heart  of  the  Indian  country, 
.somewhere  either  high  up  the  Wabash  or  the  Crreat  Miami,  would 
keep  the  Indians  in  awe,  and,  in  a  great  measure,  secure  the  frontier 
inhabitants. 

If  it  was  consistent,  I  could  wish   much   to  have  four  companies 
of  riflemen  annexed  to  the  regiment.     There  is  no  better  phice  to 
riii>Q  them  than  in  Kentucky.     I  believe  there  would  be  verv  little 
difficulty  in  recruiting  in  a  short  time  that  nund)er  of  expert  woods- 
men well  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  Indians,  and  who  want 
nc»thing  but  regular  officers  to  command  them  to  make  them  good 
soldiers.      I  am  convinced  that  such  a  corps  would  be  liighly  useful. 
When  J  was  at  Limestone,  a  j)arty  of  the  Sha\>anese  had  brought 
in  six  or  seven  prisoners.    Tiny  were  encanij)ed  on  the  oj)j)o<ite  shore, 
waiting  to  exchange  them  for  an  ecpial  number  of  theirs,  taken   in 
Colonel  Logan's  exj)edition.      I    went   over  the  river  and   made  a 
.«pe(Mdi  to  their  chief,  called  the  Wolf.     I  observed   tliat  freijuent 
murders  were  committed  in  the  Kentuckv  country  by  the  Indians, 
and  that  they  would  provoke  the  Thirteen  Great  Fires  at  last  to  such 
a  degree  that  they  would  send  their  young  warriors  and  destroy  all 
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sixteen  men  to  Wheeling  for  that  purpose,  which  is  the  greatest 
number  I  could  possibly  spare  them.  They  are  very  extravagant  in 
their  demands.    The  whole  regiment  would  scarcely  suffice  them. 

The  following  is  the  arrangement  which  I  have  made  of  the 
troops,  and  hope  it  will  meet  your  approbation : 

At  iheBapids  of  the  Ohio,  Captain  Finney,  Captain  Zeigler, 
Captain  Strong,  Captain  Mercer,  and  Captain  Smith,  with  their 
companies,  and  Captain  Ferguson,  with  forty  artillerymen  and  a 
brass  three-pounder,  making,  in  the  whole,  three  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  men.  I  shall  leave  this  post  to-day  or  to-morrow,  with 
Major  Hamtramck,  and  shall  take  the  immediate  direction  and 
command  of  this  force  upon  my  arrival  at  theBapids.  I  propose 
to  leave  written  instructions  for  Major  Doughty,  upon  his  arrival,  to 
take  command  in  this  quarter.  At  Venango,  Captain  Heart  is  sta- 
tioned ;  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  Lieutenant  Ford ;  at  Wheeling,  for  the 
protection  of  the  surveyors.  Ensign  Spear,  with  sixty  men ;  at  Fort 
Harmar,  Major  Doughty,  with  part  of  Captain  McCurdy's  com- 
pany, and  part  of  Captain  Bradford's,  which  Is  the  rcmaiuiug  part 
of  the  regiment. 

Tiie  ostcni3ible  object  for  assembling  theiroopsatthe  Rapids,!  shall 
hold  out  to  be  a  probability  of  the  Indians  attacking  the  settlements 
there.  Indeed,  as  the  Western  Indians  have  never  been  treated 
with,  and  are  averse  to,  the  idea  of  tlieir  lauds  being  forfeited  from 
their  adherence  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  I  conceive  it  will  re- 
quire, in  marching  into  their  country,  a  considerable  degree  of  ad- 
dress to  conciliate  and  reconcile  them  to  the  movement. 


CoLOXEL  Harmar  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Camp  at  the  Rapids  of  the  Ohio,  Jmie  15f/j,  1787. 

Sir: — I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  last  on  the  7th  instant. 
We  arrived  on  the  11th. 

Considering  the  immense  expense  which  the  j);il)lic  would  sustain 
by  hiring  pack-horses,  and,  indeed,  the  uncertainty  of  procuring 
tiicm,  and  the  delay  attending  these  circumstances  have  induced 
me  to  determine  upon  going  to  Post  St.  Vincent  by  water.  I  am 
making  arrangements  respecting  provisions,  and  propose  taking  ray 
cattle  in  Kentucky  boats  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash,  and  shall 
then  order  them  drove  along  the  margin  of  the  river.  Asci^uding 
the  Wabash  and  driving  the  cattle  will  be  attended  with  s  me  diffi- 
culty.     This  arrangement  will   be  infinitely  less  expensive  than 
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,SV.-  .  .  .  A-  111.'  |>u.|.lc  luv  »i  iiiii^iii.lal.-.l  liv  a  l.iat 
Luuii.l  r.i-  l'iu~l>!i]v]i  b.iiijr  Iir.-<1  iiimt.  I.y  a  jMrlv  ..|'  [tuliaiis,  lu'ar 
thy  (inai  ^iiuiiii,  that  tliiy  will  iii>t,  ilir^oia,-  ii]iu>,  vcatnir  ii|)  lli,. 
riv-r,  I  lia.l  -iv.n  s^..iilc  .,V  uiv  h-llciv  in  <-liur-i-  to  tli.^  im-.M  nf 
tl,i»  I.  .at,  iiai  lli.v  Wiiv  rcl.ina'M  to  jnt-  at  tlj-  liii|.iii^. 

Sitm.  Ill,-  la-1.  T  have  iililaiiini  iiiiai-  full  i.ili.iiiiali.iii  nf  lli. iia- 

try,  .111.1  hiivi.  tl iiht  il  in..,:  ii.Kisihl..,  a,  it  »ill  siv,.  a  va.t  (.x- 
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have  mil  tia.  ]ail.li..  f.  la.  furlhii- ..xpcii-,.  than  al...ut  l..|i  .l.tllats, 
f.i-  ii.v  Kintiiiliv  1...I11,. 

I.a-t  iii-ht  1  .i,..a,-ln.,l  Caiilaiii  /...ialvr,  ititli  rixly-.-is  men,  in 
ciiilii  Kintiahy  h.al,,  hw>  lat-..  k..il-li..iils,  .ai..  hiiiiI! 'k,..l-li..iit,  and 
tw..  .■iiia.<s,  la.i.ii  Hiiii  ll..iir,  ..atili.,  whiskv.  ale.,  Ii.iii;..  three 
na.nth,-' |.r.,vi,i..ii,  f.r  iiir,..  I.ini.li.,..l   in.-ii,  «iih  i.r.he,  |..  halt  at 
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what  is  called  the  landing  and  carrying  place^  a  few  miles  on  this 
side  of  Green  River,  called  in  Hutchins's  map  **  Buffalo  River."  To- 
morrow  morning,  early,  I  shall  move  with  the  troops  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fleet,  and  shall  overtake  Captain  Zeiglcr.  I  propose 
to  march  by  land  from  this  carrying  place  to  Post  Vincennes ;  the 
distance,  I  am  well  informed,  is  no  more  than  fifty  miles.  The  cat- 
tle and  eighteen  horses  will  be  drove  along.  The  flour,  baggage, 
etc.,  will  be  under  a  strong  guard,  ascend  the  Wabash  River,  which, 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  will  be  attended  with  considerable  diffi- 
culty. 

I  have  sent  intelligence  to  Colonel  Le  Gras  and  Major  Bosseron, 
the  principal  inhabitants  at  the  Post,  to  inform  them  of  this  move- 
ment. Be  pleased  to  receive  the  inclosed  copy  of  my  letter  to  these 
gentlemen.* 

Captain  Ferguson  did  not  arrive  until  the  evening  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, in  the  old  contractor's  boats,  laden  with  provisions.  I  placed 
no  doj)ondence  on  suj)j)lies  from  thorn,  ncitlier  did  I  know  of  any 
further  eiijragenient  of  theirs  to  supply  the  troops;,  l)ut  iininediately 
upon  my  arrival  at  thel^nj)ids,in  order  to  expedite  the  movement, 
gave  orders  to  ^Mr.  Brad^haw,  tlie  i.<<uing  eominissary  liere,  to  ex- 
ert himself  and  furni<]i  the  neee.«sary  provi<i(His.  Having  ermsid- 
erable  credit  in  'the  Kentuckv  eoiintrv,  he  sueceeded  aeordinjjrlv, 
and  lias  drawn  bill  on  the  contractors  for  tlie  flour  he  furnished. 

•  ••••• 

T  have  undertaken  to  enlist  for  one  year  four  men,  witli  llie  prom- 
ise of  the  same  pay  and  rations,  etc.,  as  a  reguhir  soldier  receives. 
These  men  will  be  extremely  useful.  Tiie  one  is  a  Canadian  inter- 
preter,  who  understands  the  different  dialects  of  the  WahasJi  Indians. 
To  this  man  I  have  promised  sometiiing  extra.  The  otln^r  tiiree  are 
good  woodmen,  and  will  servi;  as  exj)resses  to  carry  dispatches  to 
and  from  the  posts  to  the  Rapids.  Tw«)-  of  them  an^  also  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  navigation  of  the  Wahasli  River.  1  trust  that  this 
will  meet  with  your  apiTrobation,  as  it  is  done  upon  an  ect)nomical 
{>riuciple,  and  will  certainly  be  a  saving  to  the  ])ublic. 

Captain  Ferguson  informs  me  that  he  took  on  board  Regan,  the 
fellow  who  murdered  an  Indian,  Avith   the  design    to  remove  him 


Mn  that  letter  Colonel  Ilarrntir  j^nid  :  '' T  wcuM  w  i>li  y.iii.  gr-tnlcmen,  to 
inform  the  Indians  tliat  the  United  Stale>;  wi-h  to  livf  in  jx-a-  e  w  ilh  llieni, 
urid  that  tliey  may  not  be  alarmed  at  thi<  nioveineiit ;  likewise;  t<>  aitpri.-e 
them  of  troops  beinij  on  their  way  to  the  po.-t — not  a  t^et  of  villains,  hut 
^cgular^«,  sent  by  tlio  Grand  (^ouncil  of  the  empir<',  in  order  to  pruserve 
good  faith  with  them,  and  to  proteet  the  legal  inhabitant^. ' 
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1'r.iTii  Slclalnsh  ti>  Miiskingtim,  but,  l>eing  in  irons,  he  Rtartcdin'teSh] 
plt'i'p  acid  li'il  <ivi'rbnBrd  aud  was  drowned  below  Wheeling.      It 
wimiil   Iiflve  in'('n  lictter  to  have  bad  him  executed  in  the  pre»-   ' 
eii,'i>  i>r  the.  ]iii)uiu.s. 

I  mil  iiifiirnu'i!  tliire  arc  a.  niimlxT  of  British  tradere  on  the  Wn-    ■ 
liasli,  alw^ve  I'lisl  Viucennes.     I  hopo  to  have  the  honor  of  Bddroraing 
my  iiKSt  letter  tn  vmi  firom  th^  Post,  when  I  shall  iramedinlely  pro-   i 
cw\    liJ   t'Xiu'l  the  iisur])Cra  of  the  publie  lands,  ami  likeiviae  r&- 
cimimilrr  llii'se  British  traders  who  are  the  cause,  I  believe,  of  all   ' 
lh..lmli,m(li^tiirli,ui.-e3. 

I  >liiill  (li.iiviT  iiiit  very  few  of  the  comntlewiouer's  goodfi,  and  ' 
tluit^u  mii  liiili'^-^  liu'i'u  should  ho  an  aliBulute  ne<»ssily  for  it,  imtU  I  | 
rwi'ivc  ynur  Function  for  BO  doing.  Eight  of  the  Chickasaw  N'atioa  < 
hiivi'  liceti  villi  ]iiu  for  this  V'oek  past.  Thdr  busine^  in  to  hare  | 
a  Inidi'  \vilh  tin-  Americans,  These  and  the  Choclaws  have  beeu'f 
trcaiL'ti  with,  iini!  i.re  very  friendly  with  the  United  States.  I  haTB, 
^ivfu  thi.'iii  (i^'ht  \Mitch-coaia and  a  few  trifles,  and  shall  take  tlteml 
ihiwn  with  iJLi>  lii-murrow  aa  ftir  as  we  go  by  water,  and  there  dia-.T 
niiiv- Ihcm  with  a  i^iu-fdi  mid  Bi.mc  small  prowiil^  to  Piamitimp,  the 
moiiiiialu  hiKicritiid  tliv  ('h.^-riiw  chief. 

]  liavohllauoffi.Tr  with  a.omiiiiiiul  nf  nvciiiv  ^ic■k  aii.l  Invalids 
tn»am-..i,thf  fori  at  ilic  rapids  of  til,' (llii.,.     TluM4,i<.rdutv  ,>rihis 
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Oil  llu' lllh  allimo,  Cai.laia  ZciLd.T,  with 
iuiml>.-r  of  boats  was  dcUi.'li<>d  1r,aii  lluwr  with  tlu-  taovisi.m*;. 
On  tho  Sib,  wv.  ciiil.arU.-.l  with  lla-  r.'iiiaiiid.-r  of  ilu^  Itrri,  aud  ar- 
rived on  the  morniii-of  tho  lOtli  al  tlir  r.^k,-,  o,- ihr  laiuliio;  and 
ciMsMti-  placo..'allo/l  alsi.  iho  D.dawaiv  01,1  To\ni.  al>o,ii  ,i;jhi  miles 
pb,>v.' Onrii  Itiv.T.  and  oif  htiiidiod  and  oiijiiiy  mil.  -  I.l.iw  the 
Rapids.  Ill  (hf  aircriio..ii  ul'  llio  same  .lav  I  dotaeb.-.l  Maj.  r  Haiii- 
lr;n,K-h.  .villi  a  parfv  of  ,.w  hundn-,!  men.  to  o^mdiu't  th.'  wh.de 
H.,.t  ir..iLL  the   landing   1..   thu   m.>LLth   ..f  tl.c  Waliash,  and   then   to 
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ascend  the  river  for  Post  Vincennes.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th, 
with  the  residue  of  the  troops,  I  took  up  the  inclosed  order  of  march, 
with  our  cattle  in  the  center,  in  very  warm  weather,  and  the  men 
being  obliged  to  carry  fifteen  days*  flour  upon  their  backs,  rendered 
it  very  fatiguing.  A  due  north  course  from  the  landing  and  car- 
rying place  would  have  struck  the  Post  in  fifty  miles  distance  from 
the  Ohio,  but  we  w^re  obliged  to  oblique  for  the  sake  of  water.  On 
the  16th,  we  forded  the  White  River  (a  considerable  stream),  about 
fifteen  miles  below  the  forks,  and  arrived  at  Post  Vincennes  on  the 
17th,  at  noon,  the  whole  march  computed  to  be  about  seventy  miles. 
From  the  Ohio,  where  we  set  out  for  the  White  River,'  we  had 
a  very  difficult  march,  the  country  being  full  of  thickets  and  scarce 
of  water,  but,  afterwards,  we  marched  through  fine  open  woods 
and  large  prairies,  or  natural  meadows,  and  encamped  on  the 
banks  of  the  Wabash. 

On  the  18th,  we  were  visited  by  Colonel  Le  Gras,  the  magistrates 
and  the  principal  French  inhabitants  welcoming  us  upon  our  arrival. 
Tlieir  behavior  was  most  respectfully  submissive.  In  the  iifternoon 
of  the  same  day,  finding  the  Wabash  River  so  low  and  difficult  to 
ascend,  I  detached  a  sergeant  and  twenty  men,  in  three  barges  and 
five  pettiaugers,  to  meet  Major  llanitranick  and  lighten  the  fleet. 
Post  Vincennes  is  a  very  considerable  village,  situated  upon  the 
Wabash,  about  one  hundred  and  twentv  nniles  from  the  mouth.  It 
contains  near  four  hundred  houses — log  and  bark — out-houses, 
barns,  etc.  ;  the  number  of  inhabitants,  about  nine  hundred  souls, 
French,  and  about  four  hundred  souls,  Americans.  Monsieur  Vin- 
cennes, the  French  oflicer  from  whom  it  derives  its  name,  I  am  in- 
formed, was  here  and  commenced  the  settlement  sixty  years  aL^o. 

On  the  20th,  I  called  upon  Colonel  Le  (iras,  for  a  sight  of  the 
P>encli  grants,  and  all  other  papers  respecting  the  original  settlers. 
The  papers  were  produced,  but  I  declined  having  a  translation  of 
them  until  the  arrival  of  ^Ir.  Rartholemew  Tanliveau,  a  French  iren- 
tleman  who  was  with  ]Major  Hamtramek  in  the  fleet,  well  aecjuainted 
with  the  inhabitants  and  the  footing  they  held  their  land  upon.  I 
cxjxjcted  his  arrival  every  day. 

Major  Hamtramek  did  not  arrive  with  the  boats  until  the  2r)th, 
havinir  been  eleven  davs  on  very  severe,  fati«j:uinL,^  duty,  aseendin<r 
the  Wabash.  He  was  obliged  in  leave  Ensign  Ryker  Suydani,  with 
a  party,  with  the  clothing,  all  the  whisky,  and  chief  part  of  the 
flour  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash,  the  water  being  so  shoal  that  the 
boats  could  not  ascend  the  river.  On  the  2r)th,  I  detached  Lieu- 
tenant Armstrong,  with  a  party  of  forty-five  fresh  men,  in  several 
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1  Ensign  Suydain,  anil  atwist  iu  liringing  t 

iii'W  clutliing,  which  was  left  bcliiiid  at  the  mouth 


i>f  llu^  rivr 

( til  lliL'  -'"ih,  ihr  n'si»lve  of  Congress  respecling  inlrutfers  on  the 
\\ui'l'ir  l:iiid-,  ii.u'i'ili'-T  ivith  my  onieni,  were  published  iu  English 
uikI  FniL.'li.  \\h)r],  iminzwi  the  inhsbitimta  exceedingly,  particiilurly 
tliiit-c  \\lin  !-tyk'  liiciii^lves  Amoricjuis,  A  c*pyof  itaid  resolve  and 
ihc  urilcrn  iclutivi'  iln-retol  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose.  On 
llic  l^^'lli,  <'i.L'ht  riuiildsliaw  Indians  arrived  fcam  tlic  Tcrre  Htiute 
ii|i  itii'  \Vi[lnl^ll.  ill  ('nri«;iiu(inoo  of-Ciilunel  Lo  Gms'a  information  to 
llii'jti  iif  till- in".iisri>riiing  t<»  tlie  Poift.  On  the  29th,  I  bad  a  pou- 
fiTiiM'i'  wiili  Uii'iii,  imd  preseuled  ihwii  with  thirteen  Btrings  of 
tt!iui|iiiiii.  iiiui  ll^-llrl■d  tbera  of  the  friendly  dinpoaition  of  the 
Viiih'il  WifLii'^,  ami  uilviaed  tliem  not  tii  listen  to  what  any  bad  piw 
Iilf  iiii<.'lit  ray  til  till.'  contrary.  I  sent  a  mcMs^  by  these  ludituit' 
til  nil  ilio  ciiii'Cs  iii'  the  di^rent  tribofl  on  the  Wabajsh,  inviting  J 
tlu'iu  til  n^i-rmlik'  Lire  and  hear  what  I  iiad  to  eay  to  tbem.  These  1 
Indians  wiTo  well  iil.ased;  they  presented  me  with  a  calumet.  I 
pive  llieni  »mw  stii:i11  prewnl*.  and  tbcy  wt  oir  '.ji  ih,-  Si^t  I 
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gaily  obtained  and  those  that  have  been  encroached  npon  without 
Bufficieot  authority.  The  French  inhabitants  are  about  framing  aa 
humble  petition  to  Congresa,  and  will,  I  believe,  give  up  their  char- 
ts, and  tnigt  to  Congrees  for  what  lands  that  honorable  body  may 
please  to  grant  tbem.  Buch  American  inhabitants  as  have  settied 
nnder  the  French  charter  are  also  framing  a  petition  to  Congress, 
praybg  for  relief,  and  they  will  be  recommeoded  by  the  French. 
As  there  are  no  IntruderH  out  of  the  village,  I  shall  wait  for  theae 
petitions,  and  inclose  them  to  the  war  office,  and,  although  the  first 
of  September  is  the  given  period  for  them  to  depart,  as  I  can  not 
yet  possibly  ascertain  who  are  actually  intruders,  I  shall  not  pro- 
ceed to  expel  them  Dotil  their  petitions  are  sent  on  and  their  state 
determined,  and  I  receive  orders  from  CongresB  or  the  war  office  on 
the  mbject.  Both  parties  will  appoint  Mr.  Bartholomew  Tardiveau 
as  their  agent  He  will  go  on  to  Congress  in  the  course  of  next 
month. 

As  the  Indian  chiefs  (if  they  come  at  all)  will  not  be  here  in  less 
than  a  mouth,  I  propo)!e  to  take  a  subnltcrii's  guard  and  to  proceed 
to  Knskaskia,  io  compaDV  with  Mr.  Tiirdiveau,  the  next  day  after 
to-morrow,  in  order  tiiat  I  may  be  enabled  to  give  a  statenioiU  of 
affairs  in  that  part  of  the  United  States.  This  movement  of  the 
troops  will  have  a  peculiar  good  effect.  It  will  deter  Several  people 
from  Kentucky  and  other  parts  from  taking  up  the  public  lands.  A 
door  was  opened  very  feat  for  intrusions  fnim  that  quarler.  Many 
of  General  Clarke's  militia,  on  their  march  toward  the  Vermillion 
town,  had  cast  tlieir  eyes  on  choice  lauds,  and  I  am  informed  had 
made  what  they  called  tomahawk  rights. 

Be  pleased  to  receive  the  following  inclosures,  viz : 

1.  Colonel  Le  Gras's  answer  iu  IteSialf  of  the  inhabitants  at  Post 
Vinceunos  to  Colonel  Harmar's  letter  of  the  lilth  June.' 

2.  The  address  of  the  French  inhabitants  at  Post  Vineenucs  to 
Colonel  Harmar.' 

3.  The  address  of  the  American  iuhabitants  nt  Post  Vinceuncs  to 
Colonel  Harmar.* 

'  Referrod  to  in  note  I,  on  p»g«  2fi. 

'  This  related  to  tho  Innd  rights  which  hnd  cumo  to  them  duwn  from  the 
French  government,  Ibrough  the  Englisb,  Hiid  the  additioiia  yrantiid  by  ir- 
responsible officers  of  Yirginin. 

■TheclHimsof  the  Americans  to  lands  obtiiined  of  Todd  and  other  Vir- 
ginia officials.  In  the  CHSsiun  of  tho  western  lund^  inadu  by  Virginia,  no 
provision  iiad  been  made  for  any  Am 
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iiituenilutiong  of  liie  French  iubabitaotK  to  Colonel 
r  i>f  the  Americao  inhabitanls.' 
I-  iif  boUi  tlie  Frendi  and  AmeriL-nii  iulmbilauts  ffl 
-•'  not  yet  rct-eived ;  tlicy  simll  Ixi  lorwardeJ  by  Mr. 

lonor  tonckDnwIodgt  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tlie 
-irig  the  contract  of  Mr,  O'Hara  with  the  Hoard  of 
II.'  supply  of  troopp,  etfi.' 


Bi:i:;\rin:r.-(;i:NEnAL  H.viaiAi!  to  tue  fiECitETAitv  or  War. 
Fort  Harmar,  Niyitmbfr  2-Wi.  1787. 

Sir  ■.—\\\  iiiv  last  lettxir  [from  Post  Vinceunest,  7th  of  August^, 
nfliT  htiviu'T  jiulilished  in  Freucb  ntid  English  the  Rcnolvo  of  Con* 
^n'-^<  ri";|iii'nii;,'  the  intruders  upou  the  public  Innila  at  Post  Vit 
ii  niK  ^,  i.L'iiln  r  with  my  orders  relative  thereto,  and  aflw  bavio^  ' 
^'I'lii  ]r>i'-~:iL'<  -"  t'l  the  sevcml  Indian  chiefs  on  the  Watuuh  to  aseem- 
hli'  111  llii'  \\"t,  nnd  hear  wlmt  T  had  In  Fay  to  thom,  hsj  tlicre  wag  no 

f  .mud  voii  tlml  it  wiis  mv  iMiriili..n  )o  cmiilnv  llial  time  in  vi.-itiii^' 
Ku^knsliiii.  ill  f.rd<i-  liiLiI  ']  iiii^dit  )„■  .■.lalilcd'f.  nTid<-r  ii  slalomvut 
c.f  iifiiiii's  in  th;it  pail  of  ttic-  I'liilod  Stales. 

A.v,ir.liri-]y,  I  iiiar<-h<'<l  on  ilie  !l|h  of  Aii-it^l.  from  ilio  Post 
wilh  a  s;d.alt."rn  |i: ri^.^-ii  MrDowlll  and  llit.-iy  lucri.  lb.-oii,-h  lh.> 
pmiri.-.s  an.l  arrived  at  Ka^kuskia  on  X\w  Kkh  '..f  liie  sunc  inr>Tilli. 
Onr  niarcii  \v:is  v.tv  fiiii-iiinL'.  as  llie  wrntlier  Has  cxccssivflv 
warm  aii.l  wrti.r  v.tv  had  and  scarec  on  onr  r..ulo.  I  «a.*  a.r.im- 
pinii'd  by  two  Indian — Paei.aii.  a  Jliuii.i  .-bief,  and  liis  coinrml.'. 
wlioiiiLn'le.land>iip|>li.d  Ibo  parlv  witb  meat  (ISalluIo  uud  dwr). 
botli  .11  ilie  maivb  an.l  ..n  onr  return.  Tbc'se  prairies  ;ire  very  cx- 
leii.-ive  natural  ri.ead..ws,  evened  ivilli  li>n^'pra>s.  Oi.i;  in  particu- 
lar wlii'l.  ".■  -■io.s,..l  was  ei-b(  h^n-nes  in  bna.hli.  TIkv  rn.i.  in 
L'eneral.  X-flb  an.l  Smili,  and.  like  the  ..e,an.  as  f,-  as  (lu>  ovocan 
.ce.  III.'  view  is  t.^rniinal,..!  by  IIh^  bori^^o,,.  Heivan.l  th.^r.'  a  c..|.:^e 
of  w..o,|s  i.  i,n..rs|..rM><l.  Tl'iey  are  liv.^  fr..rii  bn-li  ini.i  ini.h-rw<""l. 
an.l  not  the  lea-l  vestige  of  their  ever  bavin- b.rn  cdlivatcn!.  Thf 
c<.iintrv  i-^  ex.vll.'iH  f.T  -ni/in,L',  an.l   aboi.ri.ls  in  bnllalu,  .leer,  bear, 

I  A  r,..-..ii.rii-.iJiilJo..  f.ir  fuverul.).;  coii.-iJ.T^.Iioa  .>f  llic  eluitn.'  i>f  llio  Anitr- 
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etc  It  is  a  matter  of  speculation  to  account  for  the  formation  of 
the  prairies.  The  western  side  of  the  Wabash  is  overflown  in  the 
spring  for  several  miles. 

On  the  17th  I  was  visited  by  the  magistrates  and  principal  inhab- 
itants of  Kaskaskia,  welcoming  us  upon  our  arrival.  Baptbte  du 
Coigne,  the  chief  of  the  Kaskaskia  Indians,  paid  me  a  visit  in  the 
afternoon,  and  delivered  me  a  speech,  expressive  of  the  greatest 
friendship  for  the  United  States,  and  presented  me  with  one  of  the 
calumets,  or  pipes  of  peace,  which  is  now  sent  on.  Some  of  the 
Pioria  Indians  likewise  visited  me.  The  iCaskaskias,  Piorias,  Caho- 
kias,  and  Mitcha  tribes  compose  the  Illinois  Indians.  They  arc  al- 
most extinct  at  present,  not  exceeding  forty  or  fifty  total.  Kas- 
kaskia is  a  handsome  little  village,  situated  on  the  river  of  the  same 
name,  which  empties  into  the  river  Mississippi  at  two  leagues  dis- 
tance from  it.  It  is  one  hundred  and  five  miles  up  the  Mississippi 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  The  situation  is  low  and  unhealthy, 
and  subject  to  inundation.  The  inhabitants  are  French,  and  much 
of  the  same  clar?fl  as  those  at  Post  Vincoimos.  Their  number  i« 
one  hundred  and  ninetv-one,  old  and  youn<r  men. 

Having  Init  very  little  time  to  spare,  I  loft  Ensign  McDowcdl 
with  the  party  at  Kaskaskia,  and  on  the  18th,  sot  out  accompanied 
by  iMr.  Tardivcau  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  village,  for  (  ahokia. 
AVe  gained  Pniirie  du  Rocher,  a  small  village  five  leagues  distant 
from  Kaskaskia,  whore  we  halted  for  the  night.  On  the  IDth  we 
passed  through  8t.  Philip,  a  trifling  village  three  leagues  distant 
from  Prairie  du  Rocher,  and  dined  at  La  13t»lle  Fontaine,  six  leagues 
further.  La  Belle  Fontaine  is  a  small  stockade,  inhabited  altogether 
by  Americans,  who  have  seated  thomsolvos  there  without  authority. 
It  is  a  beautiful  situation,  fine  fertile  land,  no  taxation,  and  the  in- 
habitants have  abundance  to  live  upon.  They  were  oxcoodingly 
alarmed  when  I  informed  tliem  of  their  precarious  state  respecting  a 
title  to  their  wssessions,  and  have  now  sent  on  a  ])etition  to  Con- 
gress by  Mr.  Tardiveau.  On  the  same  day  we  passed  another  snuill 
stockade,  Grand  Ruisseau,  inhabited  by  the  same  sort  of  Americans 
a3  those?  at  La  Belle  Fontaine,  and  arrived  at  Cahokia  that  evening. 
Cahokia  is  a  village  of  nearly  the  same  size  as  that  of  Kaskaskia, 
and  inhabited  by  the  same  kind  of  ])eople.  Their  number  was 
two  hundred  and  thirtv-nine  old  men  and  voun«^  I  was  received 
with  the  greatest  hospitality  ])y  the  inhabitants.  There  was  a 
decent  submission  and  respect  in  their  behavior.  Cahokia  is  dis- 
tant from  Kaskaskia  twenty-two  French  leagues,  which  is  about 
fif^V  miles. 
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On  tia'  iJl-i.  ia  cuusuiiiuuce  of  bii  invhciliuu  from  Mounieur 
Cnmii,  tlic  S|iiinUh  com  mail  dtiQt  at  Ht.  Liiuis,  we  crwsfd  iLu  Mi»- 
sisi'ipjii.iimi  "ere  very  itolitcly  entertniiiwl  by  him.  Alter  diuuw  we 
ri'lili'tiiil  III  ('iilLDkia,  8t.  Louis  (mckuuineii  PanFinir),  it  much  the 
liiiiiilMti,n'-t  iLiiil  >.'en(«clest  village  I  have  seen  oil  the  Miseiwippi,  It 
is  iilKiut  tinrr  milts  disUut  from  Cahokia,  and  five  lca^ue»  above  it| 
the  rivir  Mis,-niiri  iinit«  with  tli<!  MiBsimiiipi.  The.  i  nimbi  Ian  tfl  are 
<if  till'  siinic  H>i't  as  befinr  <1e»crih(xl,  excepting  that  tlicy  are  more 
weallhy.  Al"nil  twenty  regular  Spanish  troops  are  Btationcd  here. 
<  hi  till'  L'lJil.  1  hit  Cahdkis  to  return  to  Kaska^kia.  Prcviuufl  to  my 
ilfimrluri',  iiJ  ilii.'  request  of  ihe  inbabitanls,  I  aescnibled  them,  and 
pivi>  ihi'Tii  lulvii'e  t^i  place  their  militia  upon  a  more  resjwolablo 
foriiiiiL'  tliHTi  ii  was,  to  abide  by  thedecii^iiiuof  tbeir  courts,  etc,  and 
if  tliiTi'  «fri'  iitiy  tiirbuleul  cir  Hifrm-ttiry  |>ers(ms,  t<i  put  tbciii  under 
^.'iijird  uiiiil  I  'iiiigress  should  be  pIcnarHi  to  order  n  pn-pnimenl  for 
tlinii.  Kxcliisivo  of  the  iutniders  already  described,  there  are 
iihuiii  iliiriy  im^re  Amertcans  settled  on  the  rich  fertile  bottonu  on  ' 
i\u-  Mi— j->i]i|ii.  who  are  likewise  ]>etitii>iiing  by  this  conveyance. 

<  III  llv  li'lil,  T  jiasspd  bv  the  niiiis  of  Fi>rt  Clmrtre^,  which  is  one 
V.  Pi'iiiri.-  dii  KorlKT,  anil  Hluiitv  <.ii  tli..  :Mi.>i.sii.i.i. 
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lliltiifs 


lh<-  ].:irl  IK'M   In   IJii 


1  Ik'i 


,■  bv 


pn 


'ilill 


■  1  r 


On  til.-  ■J4ih,  M..ii-irLir  Vvrwo,  llic  S|i:inisli  cornnumaanl  at  St. 
Cwvi.v.-,  .,.,1  ii,|.;„iinviimii.li  ti.  |iav-  !iim  a  vi-it.  \V,- <.,v>.,.<l 
iIk'  Mi"i-M]i|ii  ari-niiliri-lv,  «<rf  [mliii.lv  <Til.Tlai>i<d,  and  iiIUt  din- 
iiiriMnnK,!  to  Ku.U.kia.  St.  ( i.^nrvivvv  mirk  nam,'.!  Mi.-kT.-t  is 
u  vilhin,.  rriiicli  inli'Hor  in  cvitv  i-r>i„:-t  |„  Si.  Liuiis.  Ii  i^  uhonl 
f.inr  miJc^linrliiilin-  tlu'  j.ii-M.,-,.  .,f  ,|„.  ?.lissi^.ij,|,i ,  ,jiM;niI  from 
Kii^kii^Uia.  Almni  vi-bt  ..r  U-ii  Spanish  lr."i]is  air  Maii.niv.i  ihiTC. 
On  Ih.'  L'lllli.  at  Ihv  minot  .if  lb<-  inlialiiiauts  («hi.-li  is  iiich.,-;od  i. 
1  iissiT.ii.lcl  llirm,  and  ^-iive  thiTr.  advi.r  |..  ii-frnlal.-  lli.'ir  Tnilitia, 
aii.l<.b>y  Ili.ir  nia-is1raU'.<  .(.■..  iiiitil  (.^m-ro^~  p]..a.-^.d  lo  dhKt  a 
gi.v.'rniiKTit  fur  tli.'iii.  I  Imvi-  i..  ninark  llii.l  all  ilics.-  p,"ipl,-  are 
cntinly  ntiac^piainlcd  wilh  wbal  AnL.-ri<-!itis  .■all  liln^rty.     T.ial  by 

io  '/>\,-  thi-ni  .M-<lcrs   is   thc'   li.-st   forni  .if  ji.iv.'nniifnl  f.ir  ibem  ;  it  is 
what  ih.'V  liav.'  lurn  acaisLxii.^l  t.>. 
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On  tba  27th  I  left  Kaakaalda,  after  having  received  erer^  nftik 
ti  nepeet  mad  atteDtioB  from  the  inhabitant!,  in  mdw  to  set  oat  fbr 
dwPoet.  We  marched  by  a  lower  rout^  Several  of  the  French, 
and  the  Kaakaskia  chief,  with  his  tribe  (about  ten  in  nomber),  ao- 
ennpanied  us,  and  we  arrived  nfe  at  Poet  Vmoennea  cm  the  aftrav 
MWQ  <^  the  Sd  of  Se^itember.  I  made  the  distance  hj  the  low 
note  to  be  abont  one  himdred  and  aeventj  miles. 

On  the  5th  the  PiankiBhaw  and  Weea  Lidiaiu  arrived  at  the  Post 
ftrat  op  the  Wabash,  to  the  number  of  abont  one  hondred  and 
twentj.  Every  precaution  was  taken.  We  had  a  fortified  camp, 
Pn  redoubts  wore  thrown  np  cm  our  right  and  left,  and  the  guard  in 
flout  intrenched.  The  troops  were  all  new  dothed,  and  made  a  txalj 
ndHtary  ^pearanoe.  The  IJidians  saluted  ns  by  firing  seveial  t(^ 
\sjn  oa  the  Wabash,  oppoute  our  camp.  Their  salate  was  returned 
Iqr  a  por^  of  oun  firing  several  j^toons.  I  was  determined  to  int 
prees  upon  them  as  much  as  possible  the  majesty  of  the  United 
States,  and  at  the  same  time  that  they  were  informed  that  it  was 
the  wish  of  Congress  to  live  in  peace  and  friendship  with  them,  like- 
wise to  let  them  know  that  if  they  persisted  in  being  hostile  that  a 
body  of  troopa  would  march  to  their  towns  and  sweep  them  off  the 
&ce  of  the  earth.  On  the  7th,  I  invited  them  to  camp,  and  made 
the  inclosed  speech  to  them.  The  Indians  admired  the  troops.  I 
believe  they  had  never  seen  sucli  a  sight  before.  On  the  8th,  they 
answered  my  speech,  and,  in  strong  figurative  langiinge,  expressed 
their  determination  to  preserve  perfect  peaee  and  friendship  with 
the  United  States,  as  long  as  the  waters  flowed,  etc.  They  utterly 
disavowed  any  knowledge  of  the  murder  that  had  been  committed, 
and  assured  me  that  inquiry  should  be  made  for  the  prisoner.  They 
presented  me  with  a  number  of  calumets  and  wampum,  which  I 
now  liave  the  honor  of  transmitting,  inclosed  in  a  rich  otter  skin; 
they  will  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Coudre.  Mr.  Coudre  has  acted  as 
volunteer  fur  a  considerable  time  in  the  regiment,  and  has  conducted 
himself  with  propriety.  If  a  vacancy  should  happen  in  the  Con- 
necticut quota,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  notice. 

On  the  9th,  the  young  warriors  were  drinking  whisky  and  dancing 
before  our  tents  all  the  morning,  to  demonstrate  their  joy.  On  the 
lOth,  I  made  them  several  presents  from  the  commissioner's  goocls, 
to  no  great  amount.  On  the  12th,  the  chief  part  of  them  left  the 
Post  for  their  different  vill^es  up  the  Wabash.  They  returned 
highly  satisfied  with  the  treatment  they  received.  Indeed,  it  was  a 
proper  tour  of  &tigue  for  me.     I  found  it  politic  to  pay  tlie  great- 


lias  very  great  influence  among  them.     I  jud| 
extraordinary  attention  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rec 
from  you,  which  I  ehall  fully  answer  by  the  i 
ticularly  one  of  the  2d  of  August,  inclosing 
sion  of  brigadier-general. 

After  fini^shing  the  conference  with  the  India 
inclosed  petitions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Post  V 
relinquishing  their  charter,  and  trusting  to  tl 
honorable  body,  I  judged  it  expedient  to  lea\ 
Post,  as  it  would  have  been  impolitic,  after  the 
to  entirely  abandon  the  country.     Accordingl} 
commands  there.     His  command  consists  of  C 
pany,   fifty-five,  and  part  of  Ferguson's  com 
ninety-five.     I  have  ordered  him  to  fortify  himj 
the  militia,  who  are  to  join  him  in  case  of  host 

Having  arranged  all  matters  to  my  satisfactic 
and  tiresome  voyage  before  us,  I  began  to  think 
Accordingly,  on  the  1st  of  October  I  marchec 
well  men  of  Captains  Zcigler'sand  Strong's  compj 
one),  for  the  Rapids  of  the  Oliio.  I  gave  orde 
to  command  the  fleet,  and  to  embark  for  the  Ea 
ing,  with  the  late  Captain  Finney's  and  Merc 
the  sick  of  the  other  companies,  and  a  bmss  thrc 
ted  mention  of  my  taking  into  our  possession 
ammunition  (public  property)  at  Louisville  ar 
the  former  we  got  a  brass  six-pounder  >yith  sev' 
latter,  from  Mr.  Dal  ton    <^w^  i ^' 


■   Cerreapoiukiiat  Addrtaaes,  Ste.  tC 

giag  tbe  Iwtts  ctnr  the  Falb,  a  -verj  difficnlt,  btigning  toor  of 
dotf,  ^m  mon  ao  w  tbe  water  iru  nmirkably  knr.  On  the  28th 
I  left  the  Falls  ia  tb<i  bei:ge  fat  the  Huskingnm,  with  orden  for 
OaptMBB  Zeigler  aad  Strong,  with  their  oompanies,  to  follow  the 
next  day.  On  the  13th  November,  we  arriTed  at  thia  post  Cap- 
taia^Idgler  arrived  here,  with  the  fleet,  on  tbe  2lBt.  We  were  &■ 
TOred  with  remarkably  fine  weather  ever  Eince  we  set  oat  horn  tbe 
P«t 

Tbe  fi>lIowing  are  among  my  arrangements  fi>r  winter  quarten: 
Ax  Venango,  CWptain  Ebartfa  oompanj ;  at  Mclntoeh,  part  ot  Cap- 
tiyn  Fergraon's  company ;  at  Huskingam ,  Onptiun  Zeigler's,  Captain 
BiKKig's,  Captain  McOurdy'a,  and  Captain  Braifibrd's  companiee; 
•t  tfaeKapds  of  the  Ohio,  the  late  Captain  Finney's  and  Captwn 
Uener'B  companies ;  at  Post  Vincennes,  Captain  ^itb'a  uid  part 
of  Oaptun  Feigaaon'a  oompaniea. 

Such  a  large  portion  of  the  regiment  being  qoartered  at  Hna> 
kingum  during  the  winter,  will  save  the  public  considerable  expense 
with  respect  to  proviBionB. 

The  water  being  ao  exceedingly  low,  detained  Lieutenant  Beatty 
a  long  time  at  Fort  Pitt.  He  did  not  arrive  at  this  garrison  until 
the  20th  instant,  at  uight.  Wc  are  all  happy  to  find  that  he  has 
obtained  such  a  just  and  honorable  Hettlcmeot  for  the  regiment, 
and  we  are  much  indebted  to  you  for  having  been  pleased  to  lend 
him  every  assistance  id  the  busineRS. 

The  bearer,  Mr.  Bartholomew  Tardivcau,  I  believe  you  will  find 
to  be  a  sensible,  well-informed  gentleman,  as  well  if  nut  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  western  country  (particularly  the  Illinois)  than 
any  one  who  has  ever  been  from  thence  to  Congress.  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  him  for  a  minute  and  particular  description  of  it 
There  have  been  some  iraposters  before  Congress,  particularly  one 
Parker,  a  whining,  canting  Methodist,  a  kind  of  vjoitld'be- governor. 
He  ia  extremely  unpopular  at  Kaslcaskia,  and  despised  by  the  inhab- 

I  am  happy  to  hear  of  Greneral  St.  Clair's  appointment  as  Gover- 
nor of  the  Western  Territory,  as  it  will  add  to  the  dignity  and  con- 
sequence of  Congress. 

You  are  pleased  to  ask  me  intelligence  respecting  the  military 
lands.  From  Fort  Massac  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  from 
thence  about  twenty  miles  up  the  Misssissippi,  the  country  over- 
flows, and  is  by  no  means  habitable. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  again  in  a  short  time.' 

'  MS.    From  file*  of  State  DepartmenL 


..-V.  axtx\.x:iK;iy  vo  congratu. 

Congress  have  been  pleased  to  honor  me  wi 
of  Brigadier- General.  I  should  be  justly  j 
was  I  not  to  thank  mv  old  friend  for  his  fri 
upon  this  occasion.  I  shall  ever  hold  them  ii 
brance. 

Mrs.  Harmar  sends  her  kind  compliments 
can  left  here  yesterday  for  the  Falls. 


Instructions  to  the  Governor  of  the  Terr 
States  north-west  of  the  Rtver  Ohio,  ri 
Treaty  in  the  Northern  Department. 

Sir: — You  are  carefully  to  examine  into  th' 
Indian  tribes  inhabiting  the  Northern  Indiar 
United  States.  If  you  find  it  hostile,  and  the 
frontiers  and  the  settlements  forming  in  that 
treaty,  you  will  then,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Indian  Affairs  for  the  Northern  Department,  u 

*  The  old  Continental  Congress  had,  on  the  13th 
nance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  north-v 
and  prior  to  the  date  of  the  above  letter,  elected  Art! 
of  that  body,  Governor,  Winthrop  Sargent,  Secretary 
Parsi^ns  and  Symmes,  Judges.  The  Congress  had  all 
in  effect  supplemental  to  the  Ordinance  establishinj 
thorizing  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  dispose  of  the  li 
river  Ohio,  which  hud  been  ceded  to  the  United  Siat< 
ginia,  New  York,  Massachusetts  and  P/^n.^^^*: 


;„..«■ 
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of  the  said  Superiatendent  shall  be  prevented  by  any  unfbrseen 
event,  huld  as  general  a  one  as  you  can  with  all  the  tribes. 

The  primary  objects  of  the  treaty  are,  the  removing  of  all  caasee 
of  controversy,  bo  that  peace  and  harmony  may  continue  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes,  the  r^ulating  trade,  and 
settling  boundaries.  For  these  purposes,  you  will  do  every  thing 
that  \a  right  and  proper. 

The  treaties  which  have  been  made  may  be  examined,  but  must 
not  be  departed  from,  unless  a  change  of  boundary  beneficial  to  the 
United  Stales  can  be  obtained. 

Although  the  purchase  of  the  Indian  right  of  soil  is  not  a  pri- 
mary object  of  holding  this  treaty,  yet  you  will  not  DC^Iect  any 
opportunity  that  may  offer  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  rights  to  the 
westward,  as  far  as  the  river  Mississippi. 

You  may  stipulate,  that  the  east  and  west  line  ordered  to  be  run 
by  the  ordinance  of  the  20th  of  May,  1785,  shall  be  the  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes:  provided,  they 
stipulate  that  it  shall  run  throughout  unto  the  river  Missii^ippL 
And  you  may  stipulate  that  any  white  person  going  over  the  said 
biiundary,  without  a  license  from  the  proper  offit'er  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  treated  in  such  manner  as  the  Indians  shall  think 
proper. 

You  will  use  every  possible  endeavor  to  ascertain  who  arc  the 
real  head  men  and  warriors  of  the  several  tribes,  and  who  liave  the 
greatest  influence  among  thetn ;  these  men  you  will  attach  to  the 
United  States,  by  every  means  in  your  iM)wor. 

Every  exertion  must  be  made  to  defeat  all  confederations  and 
combinations  among  the  tribes,  and  to  conciliate  the  white  people 
inhabiting  the  frontiers  towards  them. 

C11ARLE8  TnOMSON,  Secretary. 


BRIOADIEB-GElIETtAI.  HaRMAR  TO  SECRETARY   OF  WaR. 

Fort  Harmar,  December  9,  1787, 

[Eitrnet.] 

After  maturely  and  aonously  weishin";  the  matter  fi>r  calling  upon 
the  State  of  Virginia  for  one  thousand  militia  to  co-operate  with  the 
regular  troops  against  the  savages  (which  power  Conftres^  has  been 
pleased  to  invest  me  with),  provided  they  were  generally  hostile,  there 
has  nothing  appeared,  in  my  opinion,  to  justify  me  in  making  the 
application.  It  is  a  mortifying  circumstance  that,  while  under  the 
sanction  of  Federal  authority  negotiations  and  treaties  are  holding 


tor  Kentucky,  ooe  hundred  and  forty-six 
hundred  and  ninety-six  souls,  one  thousanc 
one  horses,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
seventy-one  cattle,  two  hundred  and  forty-] 
hogs.' 


Brigadier-General  Harmar  to  S 

Fort  Hari 

[Extract.] 

Agreeably  to  your  directions,  I  have  » 
commanding  at  the  several  posts,  to  put  1 
their  guard,  in  order  to  avoid  surprise,  as, 
have  transmitted  me,  there  may  be  a  probi 
federating  under  Brant,  and  committing  ht 
that  the  general  treaty,  which  the  Goven 
tory  means  to  hold  in  the  spring,  will  pacif 
all  differences. 

The  information  which  you  are  pleased 

the  lands  reserved  to  satisfy  the  claims  o 

give  according  to  the  lx»st  of  my  knowledge 

which  is  to  be  bounded  south  by  the  Ohio 

lieve  will  be  found  to  be  excellent  land  ;  es 

in  the  lands  on  the  Muskingum  and  its  bra 

imagine  will  be  the  case.     From  all  accouni 

inclines  more  to  the  eastward  than  is  laid  d 

ins's  map.     If  so,  the  tract  reserved  for  th< 
valuablp-     TTo\'ir»o.  ^^^^ —  '- 
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a  I  moaved  from  Hr.  TardiTean.  The  oommar- 
(■■1  (itORtioD,  M  yoa  jivtly  observe,  is  fine  indeed.  It  is  n  gnat 
■irfbrtaH  that  it  is  so  ndgect  to  inundation.  I  b^  leaveto  ie> 
fer  70K  to  Mr.  l^rdiveaa  fiv  Biore  particQlar  intdligence  npoa  this 
wtjcct.  It  is  1117  opinioa  that  a  million  of  ncree  fidjoining  the  other 
m^on  OQ  the  MtMkingvm,  wonld  take  in  excellent  land,  and  ocnn* 
inhend  a  very  TaluaUe  tract  of  ooantry. 

On  the  6th  <rf  last  moath,  I  wrote  to  Mi^r  WyUys,fLt  the  Haptds 
<^  the  Ohio,  and  incbNwd  him  a  copy  of  tiie  inflammatory  letter 
written  hy  Mr.  Sullivan  to  his  Excellency  the  Spanish  Miniet^, 
and  infinmed  him  that  if  tba  said  Sollivan  should  be  found  in  the 
Federal  tenitoiy,  I  had  orders  to  seize  and  confine  him.  It  is  the 
-  nuim^  sentiment  of  the  inhabitants  westward  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains,  that  &ey  oi^ht  to  enjoy  the  &ee  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
airipiH,  bat  I  vety  mueb  qneation  whether  the  Kentucky,  Cumber- 
land people,  and  those  below,  will  have  the  audaci^  to  attempt  to 
seize  upon  the  Natchez  and  New  Orleau?.  Such  an  enterprise 
would  certaiuly  be  a  disgrace  to  the  United  States.  I  kno\¥  of  no 
cannon  and  the  necessary  aj>paratua  which  they  have  in  their  pos- 
session to  carry  on  such  an  expedition.  I  shall  transmit  tlio  dupli- 
cate of  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  November,  and  a  copy  of  Sulli- 
van's letter  to  Major  Brown,  to  Major  Wyllj-s,  as  soon  nn  the  weather 
permits,  with  strict  orders  to  watch  closely,  and  know  their  designs. 
'  I  shall  likewise  give  him  directions  to  send  an  officer  and  two  or 
three  confidential  persons  to  Franklin  and  Kentucky,  under  pretense 
of  exploring  the  country,  in  order  that  wc  may  be  made  acquainted 
with  their  intended  maneuvers.  It  appears  to  mc  that  thi»  matter 
wQl  not  be  so  serious  as  is  imagined,  but  rather  an  evidence  of  the 
mutinous  disposition  of  Sullivan  and  an  insiguifieant  Intuditti. 
Sullivan  was  the  principal  ringleader  in  the  mutiny  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line  during  the  late  war,  and  it  is  high  time  to  put  an 
end  to  his  career.  If  he  can  be  apprehended  at  Franklin,  or  out 
of  the  Federal  territory,  I  should  suppose  myself  justifiable  in 
giving  orders  for  that  purpusc. 

We  have  had  a  remarkable  spell  of  bad  weather  liere  since 
Christmas.  The  river  is  now  fast  bound  with  iee,  and,  accord- 
ing to  custom,  we  have  only  twelve  days'  meat  and  flour  on  hand, 
through  the  neglect  of  the  contractors.  The  men  have  nearly  forty 
days'  whisky  due  them.  As  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit,  I 
shall  send  Major  Wyllys  the  necessary  orders  respecting  Sullivan 
and  his  adherents. 

If,  from  the  intelligence  I  have  given  you  respecting  the  inun- 


1  Deg  leave  to  observe  that  Fort  Mcliitc 
ble.  The  small  party  stationed  there  I  j 
Pitt,  in  order  to  receive  stores,  etc.* 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Seci 

Philadelpij 
Sir: — It  is  now  near  four  weeks  since  I  i 
and  ere  this  should  have  waited  upon  you  ii 
prevented  by  a  slight  indisposition,  while  t 
being  able  to  do  so  made  me  decline  writing 
I  saw  General  Butler  at  Carlisle,  on  my 
but  it  was  on  the  12th  of  December,  when  J 
fore  I  met  with  him  in  that  country.     The  \ 
sickness  in  his  family  had  hindered  him  fron 
The  intelligence  respecting  the  disposition 
was  able  to  obtain  at  Fort  Pitt  was  not  very 
amounted  to  little  more  than  that  they  had  I 
to  see  some  person  with  authority  from  the 
with  them ;  that,  in  that  expectation,  and  i 
quest  they  had  made  to  that  purpose,  there  Y 
assembly  on  the  Tawa  River,  but  their  expeci 
fulfilled,  it  had  been  concluded  to  send  an 
gress,  and  to  wait  four  months  for  an  answer, 
affairs  at  Fort  Pitt  had  forwarded  the  messag 
without  taking  a  copy,  so  that  I  had  not  so 

Till  -. •!■•••■• 
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genenl  mur  will  enrae;  Whetiber  that  tmeaaineeB  can  be  smoothed, 
I  owB»  I  think  ckmbtfiil,  ibr  though  we  hear  ranch  of  the  injnxieB 
and  d^Npedations  that  are  oommitted  by  the  Indiana  npon  the  whites, 
tihare  k  too  modi  reason  to  beUeve  that  at  least  equal,  if  not  greater 
itgnries  are  done  to  the  Indians  l^  the  firontier  settlers,  of  which  we 
hear  very  Utile.  It  was^  nothwithstanding,  my  deeid^  opinion  that 
Ae  *fipealy  ought  to  be  made,  and  in  that  opinion  General  Butler 
jierfeetly  eofaicided,  and  the  fiiUs  of  the  Muskingum  k  fixed  upon 
for  the  pbiee  of  treaty,  and  invitations  have  been  sent  by  the  super- 
intendent to  the  dii^nt  nations  to  meet  us  there  on  the  first  of 
May  next,  a  point  of  time  that  was  supposed  to  be  as  early  in  the 
season  as  they  could  attend  at,  and  a  place  more  equally  convenient 
to  them  and  us  than  any  other  they  would  agree  to.  It  b  about 
seventy  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  riv^,  and  navigable  for  boats  to 
the  spot.  The  mode,  I  think  of  for  managing  the  treaty,  is  this^ 
that  the  goods  be  deposited  at  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  liyer, 
while  General  Butler  and  myself  meet  the  Indians  at  the  falls. 
Should  the  business  come  to  a  favorable  issue,  they  can  easily  be 
brought  up  and  distributed.  If  it  does  not  come  to  a  favorable 
issue,  they  are  in  safety. 

I  have  great  reason  to  expect  that  the  meeting  will  be  very  nu- 
merous, and  it  is,  therefore,  to  be  regretted  that  the  finances  of  the 
United  States  would  not  permit  a  more  liberal  appropriation  of 
money,  more  especially  as  the  objects  are  very  important  in  many 
points  of  view,  and  that  they  are  frequently  receiving  very  great 
presents  from  the  British — last  autumn  six  thousand  pounds  sterling 
in  money,  under  the  idea  of  a  compensation  for  losses  sustained  by 
them  in  the  late  war,  and  goods  to  an  equal  value  were  distributed 
among  them  by  that  nation,  and,  notwithstanding  the  advice  they 
received  from  Lord  Dorchester  to  remain  at  peace  with  the  United 
States,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  jealousies  they  entertain, 
and  the  uneasiness  which  agitate  them,  are  fermented  by  the  agents 
of  that  crown. 

It  was  a  great  disappointment  that  I  could  not  avail  myself  of 
the  liberty  you  were  pleased  to  grant  to  open  any  letters  from  Gen- 
eral Harmar  to  you  which  I  might  meet  on  the  way.  The  intelli- 
gence they  must  have  contained  would  have  determined  me  as  to 
the  necessity  of  inviting  the  nations  upon  the  Wabash.  I  saw  at 
Fort  Pitt  Lieutenant  Smith,  who  had  been  with  General  Harmar 
in  that  country,  but  could  get  nothing  from  him  that  was  satisfac- 
tory, and  therefore  concluded  that  it  would  be  proper  to  invite  them, 


4!^  Tlic  St.  Clair  Papers. 

aii'l  ihfv  hnvc  ai-(-i<nliDgly  bc^n  iiiviUu);    th«r  distant  sitnatioBf  j 
liiiweviT,  renilcrs  it  probuhlo  that  tlipy  will  not  romo  in  numbem. 

Oji  lliv  hIidIp,  At,  it  appears  to  me,  from  every  view  I  ci»ul<i  tukfll 
iif  tlii^  .viiliji'i't,  luul  every  iutbrmatieu  thai  I  have  1m«»  ulilu  b)  iil>«1 
tuin,  tlitit  llm  ]ir'i[)  isi'd  establishments  in  the  couiilry  uorlh-wcst  of' I 
till-  Oliin,  mill  the;  furtiivrmle  of  landd  IticKs  for  the  iIim-Iiui^o  of  tbfll 
imlilii'.  (li'lit,  iii!]ii-iHlH  eiitirtrlj'  <m  a  Hulid  (>eac4j  with  thu  JndiniiB.  TbI 
cfFcrt  thiiL  iM  imina  will  bu  ^jxirtKl  im  my  jwirt;  jvt  nftcr  all  that  a 
Iw  (liiiic,  uult'ss  iiii>  iiibnliitants  of  the  BtnU'-s  that  Imrder  upon  the 
eiin  Ik'  r<'>.t]'uiiK'il  fri'ia  nets  of  viokam  and  injui-tica  biWDrda  them,  I 
it  I'lui  lifVfi-  he  ni'  long  c^ntmuaneo.  A  general  ludian  war,  tvhil*  J 
it  wiuihl  involve,  tlmusands  in  tlio  mopt  estrenie  di*ttresi.  would  b^  j 
micriili'd  vvirli  i-iicli  an  expense  os  oiiri««Beut  oitualiuu  wpuld  n 


IllIifIA 


serju.  Habuar  to  Secretary  dp  "Wilt 


Fort  Hahmar,  Mnrrh  9,  1788. 

Mr.  n.ivi,l  Zeir.berj.'er.  missionnrv  lo  the  Momvian  Indians,  hi 
wriil.'ii  lo  iiie,  r,.|uesuiii:  iin  .■mIijui-c  ..f  <oit.  n!  :\lclnlnsb  for  an 
i-.|iiivuk-rit  in  ].oM<bT,  linun.  ,■!,■..  whi.'li  rc,|iu<l  1  .liiill  t;riint,  as  we 
nrr  ill  waiii.  of  corn  f<.r  llit^  |.iibli.'  Jjors.s.  Tlit-  di.-lunw  l]io?e  In- 
dians i«v  fr-tn  M<Iut^.--!i  [ir.'V.ut:^  iIlfn  hrin-ioj.'  it  IV-m  llu  nee. 

On  Iho  Hlh  iilliino.  [  ri'i'Mvr.l  ;i  m.'.>!ii;r  Irom  (':i|ii:iin  IV.  the 
chi.f  of  tho  Dolinviir.-,  «bo  u:is  luintitiL'  abnui  jiftv  miles  from 
hei-.v  ii|.  ih,^  Mu^kiii.LOiiii.  with  ihirly  ur  f-rty  of  his  riiili-iL.  I  nn- 
swore.1  hi-!  rii.>s-;i^'.Min(l  „n  iIk-  L'Sdi  ih't;i.-bcd  l':n-i!.Mi  jr<-Dnwell, 
with  ii  |.:ivlv  of  ;i\,.TL''-iiiit  :iu.l  (iri.'<-n  jirivati^,  I<.  view  bis  sitiiiili.Hi. 
and  M'liI  him  u  rriessiiire  julI  u  slriii-  nf  wi.m])Lnn.  The  njcj^sa-ea 
are  iii<'h..-=.-.l.  (In  llie  ."ilh  in-tinil,  ICnsi-n  .M.lX>well.  wiib  jiis 
pm-tv.  nrunLod.  atl.rlmviiiL'  l»vr.  Il^■al<d  i^iih  ibe  iitmrsi  friend- 
■  shi|.  :oi.l  bns^.iudilv  bv  tbe  Indians  ut  their  hinifin^'  .■n.^unpinenl^i. 
Yrst.Tdav.  ..Id  (.'a|.laiii  I'iiH'.  «ilh  s,.v.n  of  his  v.oin-  men.  arrived 
at  the  .!riUTis,in.  and  are  now  with  me.  Tluir  u\,\,-r\  is  tr.  .];s,,„se  of 
their  skins  to  the  e.,nlnielors.  He  is  -,  manly  ohi  t;.lhnv.  nii<I  riiueh 
mow  uf  i,  L-enlleman  than  ih.^  u'l'ncrallly  uf  lhe,-e  froi.livr  jM-nple.' 


ifiiB 


Ccrrupmidence,  Addresses^  Etc.  48 

QoTSSNOB  Sr.  Clair  to  Secketaby  of  Wab. 

New  York,  March  14, 1788. 

Sr : — ^In  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  27th 
of  Jumarfr  hut,  I  mentioned  that  I  had  taken  measures  to  obtain 
moresatis&ctorf  intelligence  of  what  had  passed  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Indians  on  the  Tawa  or  Miami  River  kst  fall  than  I  had  been 
able  to  meet  with  at  Fort  Pitt 

A  few  days  ago  I  received  by  Oeaeral  Butler  a  letter  firom  the 
person  sent  out  for  that  purpose,  who  returned  to  Fort  Pitt  on  the 
30th  of  January,  which  I  now  inclose,  that  you  may  lay  the  in- 
formation it  contains  before  Congress.  It  is,  indeed,  not  very  im* 
portant,  but  it  seems  to  confirm  the  sentiment  that,  if  a  general  In- 
dian war  is  to  be  avoided,  some  accommodation  with  these  people 
mint  take  place,  uid  may  perhaps  induce  Congress  to  make  some 
alteration  in  thiB  instructipns  under  which  the  Superintendent  of  In- 
dian Affairs  and  myself  are  to  act  at  the  proposed  treaty. 

The  severity  of  the  winter  prevented  the  invitation  to  the  differ- 
ent nations  from  being  sent  so  early  as  was  intended,  which  will 
probably  prevent  their  attending  at  the  time  that  had  been  fixed 
upon,  viz.,  the  1st  day  of  May.  The  goods,  however,  are  sent  for- 
ward, and  I  shall  be  in  readiness  to  attend  to  it  at  that  time,  unless 
from  the  answers  that  may  be  received  from  them  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  delay  it  to  a  more  distant  period. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Board  of  Treasury. 

'Sew  York,  March,  1788. 
Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  return  to  you,  inclosed,  the 
warrant  upon  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  one  thousand  dollars, 
for  some  of  the  purposes  of  the  Indian  treaty,  which  you  were 
pleased  to  furnish  me  with.  Immediatdy  on  my  arrival  in  Phila- 
delphia, I  presented  it  to  the  receiver  of  Continental  taxes  there, 
who  informed  me  that  if  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  would  make  the 
payment  he  would  instantly  do  what  Avas  necessary  on  his  part.  I 
made  application  to  the  Treasurer,  who  said  he  could  pay  no  money 
on  any  accounts  without  the  orders  of  the  Executive  Council ;  and, 
at  any  rate,  he  could  not  pay  one  farthing  in  specie,  nor  could  he 
devise  any  means  of  procuring  specie,  other  than  that  the  Council 
should  empower  him  to  sell  as  much  paper  as  would  raise  tlie  sum 
mentioned  in  the  warrant.      I  then  addressed  the  Council,  and 


-  — «w  t-iic^  cuuia  devise 
which  report  was  adopted. 

As  that  money  is  absolutely  necessary 
not  go  on  without  it — I  have  to  request 
to  furnish  it  in  some  other  way ;  every  t 
has  been  procured  and  sent  forward  to  Fc 


Brigadier-General  Harmar  to  & 

Fort 

Sir : — I  am  now  upon  my  tour  to  Venai 
Alleghany  to-morrow,  in  order  to  visit  Caj 

Nicholson,  the  interpreter  and  messen. 
place,  returned  from  Sandusty  on  the  11 
gence  is,  that  the  Indians  will  be  late  in  i 
and  that  it  is  their  determination  to  insist,  j 
River  as  the  boundary.  I  do  not  think  tht 
to  be  given  to  his  intelligence. 

On  the  7th  ultimo,  Ensign  Spear  was  de 
the  Ohio,  in  order  to  bring  up  the  remaind( 
goods  from  thence,  and  to  lodge  them  at  M 
treaty.  His  orders  were,  not  to  exceed  the 
He  had,  also,  permission  to  proceed  to  Post 

My  calculation  is,  that  upon  my  return  ft 
be  about  the  10th  of  May,  that  the  Gover 
ritory  and  the  superintendent  may  probabl} 
that  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  accompany i 
Mnskincrum.*     T  qV."1i  — -^ 


L  i 

CnreapaHfience,  Addraaa,  £tc.  46- 

I  left  Mt  HnAmgnin  O^itaia  Pipe,  irith  about  teveatj  men, 
woBienuid  ohOdreQof  the  Wyandot  and  Delaware  natutiu,  pc^ 
ftetlj  conteoted.  sad  tiadiiig  vmj  peaoeaUy  with  the  cmtiraetai. 


O^RK&i.  TT^;t^*b  to  the  Secbetart  of  Wab. 
[Xathtet.]  Fort  Habmab,  Jvne  16, 1788. 

I  liad  the  hooor  of  addtesaitig  jou  last  on  the  26tb  of  April  from 
Fort  Pitt,  tinoe  which  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ot  yoor 
letters  of  the  11th  and  2lBt  of  April 

On  the  27th  of  April,  I  left  Fort  Rtt  in  the  barge,  and,  after  aiz 
days  flxbeme  hard  labor  is  ascending  the  rapid  river  AU^hany, 
airired  at  Certain  Hevt^s  wotka,  on  French  Creek. 

Captun  Heart,  with  his  small  command,  has  done  an  immense 
deal  ot  work'  there,  ^s  garrison  was  finuid  to  be  in  excellent 
order.  Here  are  a  nnmber  of  the  Beneca  and  Money  tribes  con- 
tinually in  his  neighborhood,  who  conduct  themselves  very  peace- 

in  the  ■rternoon  of  the  28th  Maj,  nnd  the  mit  nig:ht  arrived  at  MiU  poet. 
Major  Doughty  now  proceeds  in  the  bnrge,  and  will  have  tile  honor  to  receive 
tbe  Governor  nnd  acnompany  him  down.  On  the  13th  instBnL  a  large  boat 
of  the  contraotur'f,  laden  with  provisions  fur  the  treaty,  set  out  from  lionee 
for  the  falls  of  the  Muskingum;  il  is  nbsolutdy  necessary  they  nliuuid  ba 
expeditious  in  Ibeir  movements,  as  tlie  Miialiingum  River  will  soon  bo  so 
low  tbat  it  will  be  impossible  for  loaded  boats  to  ascend  it.  Agreeably  to 
the  Qovernor'a  request,  I  have  granted  an  e«cort  of  a  sub-sergeant,  corporal, 
and  twenty  privates,  for  this  boat-load  of  provisions,  and  have  given  the 
officer  orders  to  build  a  council-room   for  tbf  savages  at  the  falls  of  the 

Respecting  the  million  of  acres  reserved  by  Congress,  at  the  moitlh  of  the 
Ohio,  for  the  bounty  lands  of  the  Continental  army,  General  Hiirmar  said 
be  bad  received  from  Major  Wyllys  interesting  and  favorable  inforniation. 
General  Clarke,  who  had  himself  traveled  thriiugb  the  country,  pronounced 
it  excellent,  '•  Major  Hamtramck  prefers  the  lands  on  the  Illinois  liivnr,  oi 
the  Wabash;  but  1  believe  the  intulligencn  transmitted  by  Major  ^VyllyB 
b  to  be  depended  upon,  and  would,  therefore,  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  we 
■hould  not  hesitate  to  accept  the  lands  described  in  the  resolve  of  Congress, 
beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Ohio,  etc.  The  surveying  of  this  tract,  however, 
most  necessarily  be  deferred  until  the  result  of  tbe  grand  treaty  is  known 
and  the  temper  of  tbe  savages  perfectly  ascertained." 

"From  the  Sth  of  December  to  this  day,  three  hundred  and  eight  boats,  six 
tbooiand  tbree  hiiodred  and  twenty  suuls,  two  Ihonsand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four  horses,  Ave  hundred  and  flfleen  cons  sit  hundred  shei^,  nine 
hf^t,  and  one  hundred  and  Qfty  wagons,  have  passed  this  garrison,  bound 
for  UmMtooe  and  the  rapids.    The  emigration  is  almost  incredible." 


^^w^nvj  uuL  1118  own  alertness  t 

morning  of  the  4th  of  May,  and  the  g 
Pitt.  The  distance  by  water  I  8upjK)se 
sixty  miles;  by  land,  about  eighty. 

There  is  no  sort  of  comparison  bet^ 
ghany  Rivers  as  to  the  current,  the  lat 
than  the  the  former.  The  country  on 
Fort  Pitt  to  French  Creek,  is  very  rug] 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a 
Venango  to  Lake  Erie. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  I 

Westm 
Sir: — The  meeting  of  the  Indians  I 
selves),  much  longer  than  was  expecte* 
will  be  assembled  about  the  beginning 
week,  I  propose  to  set  out  for  the  place 
opportunity,  by  General  Irvine,  to  inclc 
message,  received  in  answer  to  the  inv 
commissioncTS,  and  of  a  letter  from  th 
time  to  copy  them  without  detaining  hir 
It  would  seem  that  they  got  to  Sandui 
and  so  great  a  number  prepared  for  war 
back,  I  take  as  a  favorable  omen  ;  at  th 
tion,  together  with  the  parties  that  ar 
river,  proves  that  the  resolution  mention 
very  generally  taken,  and  tl^o*^  '*--  * 


Chm»pmdeticef  AddrenBes^  Me.  iS 

the  indoaed  firom  fhemeaseiigers,  ahiee  which  I  have  8e^  some 
bdiaan  from  fhe  upper  Ehadiul^  and  olh^  plium.  Hie  accounta 
aU^igree  that  the  Isdiaiis  had  nc^  yet  met  at  the  ootwcil  whidi  thejr 
mean  to  have  amcMig  themadveB  provbua  tP  meetifig  with  ns,  which, 
of  eonraey  makes  the  time  uneertain,  though  I  believe  thqr  ge&eas 
ally  intend  it  They  are  a  Httle  coofofled,  and  I  suspect,  an  good 
pmmdkf  that  pains  is  takei|  to  keep  them  so,  whatever  appeaianoios 
and  declarations  are  made  to  the  contrary.  Mr.  Duncan  has  gone 
to  the  gioimd.  I  %m  told  the  Pipe  and  his  peojde  are  gone  from 
dwtr  jbown  to  him. 

lia|or.  Donghty  is  here  witii  the  barge,  and  wishes  yonr  arrival 
amch,  in  case  yon  itesign  to  take  this  opportunity,  if  not,  he  wishes 
to  go  down  and  send  it  np  again.  Indeed,  I  erpect  there  will  be  but 
Kttfeboifeofthelndkms  being  collected  before  next  month.  There 
have  been  some  alarming  aoooimtB  brought  in  by  Girty  and  some 
othffl*  peraoass  who  were  present,  but  their  report  is  positively  contra- 
dicted by  two  Seneca  men  who  left  the  Sandnsky  since  they  did.  I 
hope  Mrs.  St.  Clair  and  the  children  are  well.  I  will  be  glad  to 
hear  when  you  think  of  coming  up. 


General  Knox  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

War  Office,  July  3,  1788. 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
fevor  of  the  11th  of  May  on  the  20th  of  June. 

I  now  inclose  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  2d  instant  for  appro- 
priating a  further  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the  department 
under  your  direction  on  the  principles  therein  specified. 

I  also  inclose  you  the  instructions  of  Congress  for  the  appropri- 
ation of  the  same. 

As  these  papers  are  of  the  highest  importance  for  you  to  possess 
as  soon  as  possible,  I  shall  transmit  them  by  the  post  to  Philadelphia, 
and  direct  Mr.  Hodgdon  to  forward  them  to  you  with  all  possible 
expedition  by  express. 

It  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  intimate  to  you  the  anxiety  of 
Congress  to  hear  from  you  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  and  of  the 
dependence  they  place  on  your  abilities  and  that  of  the  superin- 
tendent for  quieting  all  disturbances  among  the  Indians. 

I  feel  great  satisfaction  that  Congress  has  been  pleased  to  make 
this  further  appropriation,  as  I  hope  it  will  be  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing effectually  the  public  expectations. 


The  Si.  Clair  Papers, 


HllSjH 
bo    C 


Gnvi^nNnii  8t.  Clair  to  Sechetaky  op  War. 

I'lTTHBiiRoa,  July  fi,  1788. 
■.'^Siiici'  (  hml  the  honor  to  droii  j'lm  u  liiisty  Hup  by  Unnenl'fl 
1',  with  till'  latest  mtelligeuce  then  from  ihc  ludiaii  cM)iiiitty,(1 
nil  llulliT  bii>  roceived  a  letter  from  iho  persons  sent  to  Jnvita 
[ii(liiiii!i,  iliileil  the  14th  of  Juno,  a  copy  of  which  I  i 

'"  iiiit  11  little  cxtraonlinary  that  a  oieeting  which  was  deairedl 
Si>  niiji'b  I'lirrti'^ittiesa  by  the  sava^i^  uhoulil  Iw  ntl«ndeil  with  ai 

liiliiy  nu  llu'ir  part  after  being  t!«»*oiitod  to  by  Congress. 
ri,  iiiili'L'il,  il]![i  tlic  eonn^'iii  hue  u  little  embumisspil  then 

Imil  iiri'liiilily  liecu  led  to  Wlicvp  that  their  R-qutwt  would  a 
mi])lii'il  will),  iind  were  delcrmitied  ou  war.  and,  though  thsll 

rviuit  i=i'iiip  of  the  nations,  particularly  the  Wyandota  aK 
pC  ilic  l>i'l:nvnres,  would  wish  to  prevent,  it  in  wrtainly  anWtly^ 
'(I  by  niiiuy  nlhcrs,  and  I  am  far  from  being  sanguine  i 

that  ilic  rorii miaajoners  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  \ 


Till-  Wi'sUtii  tribes  biive  iM'cn  si>  siiccc^ful  in  their  dc pro ikt ions 
on  the  Oiiio  Kivcr,  tli.ir  .-.■lll.iiiciit>  :iiv  hi  .li>Iiiiit,  aii.i  tln^ii-.-oiiiitrv 
«i.  .nfi!,'!!!! ,  llii'V  iiii:i-iii,.  lli,>iiL,<.-lvfs  iKTtnlly  .-a{\:  nn-l  its  by  llic-io  iii- 
fur.-i'Hi.-'  llii'v  ;:riilily  iit  miw  ihcir  i>a.-siiins  ..f  :ivarii-f  iiiiil  ivvciifre 
aii'l  llifir  d.'^in-  for  s|)iriluoirs  li(|iinrs.  wi-rv  liDiil  rarrviiiu'  more  or 
Ics.-  of  tliat  .-onini-.dilv.  tl'W  of  ihriu  iiiuv  W-  -■xixTlnl  to  utU-tid; 
nor  luv  lUi'v  to  be  iiiu<-li  de|.eii.!e.l  on  sli.mUl  tlicv  attend 
i;eneniily.  At  llii-  lioie.  li.AVev.r.  .v.-n  a  hollow  iK>aee,  if 
'lx'll.-r  eaii  imi  br  seei.ivd,  is  very  rmieli  to  ix-  wi^lu'd.  The 
e<>nt't]>ion  lliut  seviiis  to  jiri'viiil  aiiK^iiL^i-l  llie  dltwrent  tribes 
nii^'hl,  pos.ibly.  be  kept  fr'.iii  iiti  o|nii  nipliiiv,  if  the  l-nilt'd 
.Stales  liuil  pioiHT  persons  anioii;rsr  tin  in.  or  iC  any  of  (be  nnliona 
had  nnn.'ln-or.fi.len<-e  in  us:  bill  rieiilnT-f  thes,.  is  the  ea^e,  nor  do 
I  think  it  .-ver  will  be  the  ease.  <);;i- .-.■iilenifnls  arc  esteiidiiig 
themselves  so  lii-t  on  .■vory  .iiiarler  «lieiv  they  ei.n  W-  exK-ndcl; 
om-  prel.-nsioiis  !■■  the  eoiinlry  ih.y  inhabil  hav,'  been  made  known 
to  tbeni  in  si.  nrie.iiilvoeiil  a   manner,  and  the  eonseiiiienees'  are  «> 


Ions  -XvVa 
e.  lri;ul)-,  I 


|.r.,pns...l  10  liold 
mi  of  ilK.  I,,ike, 
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ootain  and  w  drmdAtl  to  them,  that  tbere  is  little  probabUitf  of 
then  ev«r  being  so/  ocrdiah^  between  ns. 

Dte  idee  oi  being  nltmwtely  obliged  to  abandon  their  country 
tanklea  in  their  minds,  and  onr  Briti^  neig^bon,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  deny  the  MMion  of  the  country  nude  by  them,  snfier 
&em  not  to  finget  for  a  moment  the  claim  that  is  founded  upwi  it 

Any  <^^iortniiity  that  may  preeent  itaelf,  either  to  sow  the  seeds 
at  discord  among  them,  or  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  with 
them,  will'be  emtnaced  if  it  can  be  dotw  vithout  committing  the 
United  States.  There  is  another  reason  why  the  Indians  bare  been 
m  tardy  and  undecided  abont  their  meeting,  which  has  been  sup- 
plied by  the  government  of  New  Yoak.  It  may  not  be  very  foopa 
for  me  to  animadvert  on  the  conduct  of  that  or  any  government, 
bat  it  was  smrely  very  im|»oper  to  call  the  Six  Nations  to  a  meeting 
in  that-State,  and,  as  I  have  onderstood,  for  State  purpoeee,  at  the 
very  time  they  had  been  called  to  a  different  part  of  the  country  for 
geneml  purposes,  and  in  which  tliat  State,  as  a  member  of  the 
United  States,  was  equally  concerned  ;  and  no  meeting  is  of  much 
consequence  without  these  nations.  It  has  distracted  them  very 
much ;  they  complain  of  it,  and  say  "  they  are  called  hero  and  they 
are  called  there,"  One  says,  "  Here  is  the  great  council  fire,  and  to 
this  you  must  come  ; "  another  tells  them,  "  there  is  the  great  council 
fire  and  there  they  must  go ; "  and  a  third  tells  them  it  is  lighted 
up  in  a  third  place  (that  I  understand  is  the  land  company  that  has 
been  furmed  in  that  State  to  take  leases  of  them),  and  they  know 
not  what  to  do,  or  whom  to  believe.  They  feel  themselves  like 
drunken  men,  reeling  from  side  to  side,  and  unable  to  fix  them- 
selves anywhere ;  and  as  they  are  naturally,  I  had  liked  to  have 
said  not  altogether  unjustly,  jealous  of  us,  it  has  at  this  time  in- 
creased that  natural  jealousy.  It  seems,  however,  they  are  now  on 
their  way,  and  may  be  expected  ere  loug.  I  have  had  the  pro- 
visions at  the  place  appointed  for  a  considerable  time,  witli  n  small 
party  to  take  care  of  them,  and  a  person  to  speak  with  any  parties 
that  might  arrive;  but  these  increase  the  expenses. 

To-morrow  I  shall  set  out  myself,  but  shall  not  go  forther  than 
the  Muskingum  settlement  until  the  Six  Nations  arrive,  and  shall 
take  every  opportunity  to  inform  you  of  every  occurrence.  But  I 
can  not  conclude  this  without  expressing  a  wish  that  we  were  better 
prepared  against  hostilities,  which  it  is  the  general  sentiment  will 
certainly  happen,  and  which,  fliough  I  do  not  think  them  inevitable, 
are  but  too  likely  to  take  place. 
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Fort  Harmab,  Jttlij  13.  1788. 
-Ill  \\\f  iHterldid  myself  the  honor  to  writ**  "ii  tliu  5tli 
I  EAirt  Pitt,  I  mentiooed  tliut  thu  provwion?  l^rouarad  for 
111  iht'  intended  trojitj-  ha^l  l>wn  sent  to  the  place  upon 
■J where  tho  mcutiug  wn»  iipi«)iiit«l,  and  that  Gencnil 

I  rurnished  a  small  party  to  take  care  of  them.  Thi« 
\\  iishington,  a  Delaware,  arrived  here,  mi  express  from 
hii  c'iimmand»  llicpiirty.  withaii  aeeount  that,  the  mom- 
iii'  liiid  been  altueked  by  a  jmrty  of  Indiana ;  that  he 

II  killixl,  two  badly  wounded,  and  several  miiiiEiti^;  those 
iiiturluded  to  be  either  made  prisoners  or  attempting  to 
\Miy  to  thi»  poHt;  one  of  them    i:t  itiiice  mme  in.     A 

ml  of  Mr.  Diiiicaji's  wna  alsf)  killhl  and  scalped.  The 
I'  r>'[iiilaod,aiiduDeof  tbcni  leflilead  on  the  spot.  Their 
rvcr,  waa  a  very  spirited  one,  for  they  rushed  between 
1x1  Slime  huts  that  had  been  thniu-n  up  to  cover  the  men 
MIS.  armed  with  spears  ohicflv. 

luwuri's,  with  tlu'ir  woiii...,  and  .■liihln^ii,  eimif  tn  tlio 
t«..  hours  aftiT  thi'  atlii.'k.  'I'hcy  expros-i^d  ilie  -rwit- 
iit  ilie  iiHiiir.  |iriil(>l,il  thi'ir  hriu-   iiKerly  i.L'iiiir.iiit  of 
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(jwn  iijtini'iQ,  though  alone  responsible,  with  the  advice  of  Judge 
Piirs<ins  ami  Judge  Varnuni  and  Geueral  I'utuam,  I  sent  some  Inwjls 
up  to  bring  the  |irovigioiis  away,  and  re([uested  (ieneral  IlarmHr  to 
withdraw  the  party.  In  a  few  days  the  whole  will  be  here.  In 
order,  however,  that  I  might  be  able  in  gome  degree  tn  develop  the  in- 
teotions  of  the  savngcs.  aud  to  give  theiu  an  opportunity  to  oHcr  some 
eatisfaction,  if  they  were  inclined  to  do  it,  I  have  sent,  a  speech  to 
the  chiefe  «f  all  the  nations  that  are  now  met  in  couneil  at  the  De- 
troit or  af  the  Tawa  River,  I  am  not  corlain  which  of  the  places,  ac- 
companied by  one  to  the  Wymidota  at  Sandusky,  eojiies  of  wliieh 
are  incloHed. 

If  they  mean  to  b«  at.  peace  with  the  United  fitaten,  they  will  at 
least  make  an  apology  for  what  1ms  liappened.  Rhoiild  they  be  hcB- 
itatiug  or  divided,  then  Foiuctliing  like  a  threat  at  the  same  time 
a  desire  for  peace,  if  dcelarod,  may  increase  the  division.  If  war  ia 
actually  determined  on,  it  coii  do  no  harm,  and,  even  in  tliat  case, 
may  do  some  good.  The  messenger  will  probably  draw  forth  a  re- 
ply that  may  produce  another  from  me ;  perhaps  another  from  them 
^ain,  and  some  time  will  be  gained.  Should  they  disavow  the  act, 
and  offer  any  reparation  consistent  with  the  honor  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  not  strained  very  high,  for  I  am  wi-U  aware  how 
embarrassing  a  war  would  be,  and  how  ruinou.s  to  the  frontier  jieo- 
ple,  I  shall  accept  it,  and  invite  them  either  to  this  place  or  to  auy 
other  of  the  posts  they  may  prefer.  But  this  affair  has  so  much 
shaken  my  opinion  of  their  regard  to  national  faith,  I  should  not 
be  over-fond  to  meet  them  quite  unprotected,  which  it  was  my  in- 
tention to  have  done. 

I  hope,  sir.  Congress  may  not  think  the  tone  of  my  message  too 
high.  To  remonstrate  was  become  absolutely  necessary,  and  then 
I  thought  it  best  to  remonstrate  against  the  whole  of  their  im- 
proper conduct  than  a  part  only,  and  to  do  it  in  such  terms  as  I 
thought  might  make  some  impressiou  upon  them. 


General  Butler  to  Governor  St.  CLAtR. 

PrrTSBLTiGH,  July  14tft,  1788. 
Dear  Sir: — Originals,  of  which  the  inclosed  are  copies,  came  to 
baud  yesterday  by  Mr,  Isaac  Williams,  Juu. ,  who  informs  me  there 
are  about  eighty  chiefs  of  different  tribes  met  at  the  Detroit  River, 
and  are  waiting  the  arrival  of  Colonol  Brant  and  the  chiefs  of  the 
Five  Nations  with  anxiety.     From  the  accounts  brought  me  by  a 
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Scui'cti  limn,  III)  ilic  8th  iustant,  I  fear  tliey  am  prevailitd  itii  hy  the 
iiiL'sscujrtrs  Ihim  tlie  State  of  New  Vcirk  '  tn  utietui  timir  call,  lu  be 
eaj-fi  iliey  win  iR-iuBlly  on  their  way  t<i  Shwkiiiguin,  but  were 
turned  bai'k  i)v  I  htm,  aud  1  thiuk  it  upjieani  iinibuble,  us  there  bad 
HO  ammut  ul  iln  iii  arrived  at  IX'trolt  fnnii  the  I5lh  to  the  3Uth 
Jliuc,  thoiif;h  iliiii  hourly  cxprotcd,  a»  per  Mr.  WHboii  and  Rinkin'c 
kUvr.  Wliiii  will  be  the  result  of  such  jwrplexed  busicicsn  anioiig 
llicrui'ilvc-  is  liiiril  to  judge,  though  I  wtili  exiwi'l  mid  hopo  a  meet- 
iri^'  will  iiiki'  pliii'i',  A«  to  my  atlendniicu  with  you  at  thu  treatyi 
il.  will  I'liiifi'lv  ili'[K.'od  on  avniuuta  fn>m  the  Serrelary  of  War,  which 


i  shorily 
will  UKO  (' 


tlTCI'j.t   lIlL'UI,   ' 

and  tlw  Bhj-ln 
Vi]K.  ^rlm  i  I..: 


Be  that  us  il  will,  tliis  you  niny  depend  upon  :  £ 
iiU-nvor  tn  forward  it  whilo  1  remain  here.  As  I 
y  'if  the  party  mentioned  in  Mr.  Wilsun's  letter  this 
!■  improper  to  alarm  the  t-ountry  at  this  mlical 
-I,  etc.).  and,  as  to  sending  a  jiarly  to  mc^et  or  in- 
ii  are  the  Iwiit  judge.  I  liavo  thw  day  got  Guloeoia 
iir  Stiff'-htee  to  set  olT  fur  Muskingum,  to  assist  the 
M  ihtre  Uy  protect  Mr.  I'uncan  and  the  people  at 
-'•  kind  ns  tn  present  me,  resprctfiilly,  to  Generals 


,  Iliirniar,  I'ulii:uii,  u 


KhontWr^rciill. 


,vith  V 


(i.>vr:iiN(ii;  Sr.  Cj.aili  td  <;r;M:iiAi.  IJitlut:, 

rnr;T  Haumai:.  J-ily  \:>lh.  17fi.S. 

r>r.,r  Sir:— I  liavo  this  moment  U;-n  i\ivm-d  with  yours  nf  vvs- 
tiTday.  The  iutclli-cu.-c  .oiiiainc.l  in  th«  iiiclo.^ure'  Jiiw  pri.'vod 
to.,  truo,  f..r  -H  the  12lh  the  party  at  llio  liills  of  Mu^-kiiifrum 
«.rciiiia<-koila  lilllo  ai'l.T  sunrise.  Two  men,  niiu  of  tliesc  Mr. 
Diin.au's  servant,  wore  klUi-d,  tw.i  wen^  .liui[rer..uslv  woun.led,  and 
Mverai  mis.-iu;:.  Or..-  Tn.linri  wiis  killed  upon  tiie  s|>ot.  and,  fr<nn 
th(^  manner  ux  whieli  theywentofr.il.  vas  sitpj.ose.i  80 vend  wore 
wounded.  The  man  killed,  the  Delaw.ir.s.  s.mie  of  vli.mi  urrivc<l 
nhout  two  hours  after  the  allaek.  with  their  women  and  ehildreu, 
s:iy  waaiiTawa,  and  there  i- little  .louhl  of  thi;^  Inking  the  partv  the 
\\'yaiid-.ts  inform  yoijof. 

ii.imedJately  on  luariii-  of  this  nii.-forlu.ii.,  I  ordered  the  pri> 
visioTin   to  hu  l.rou-ht  haik  to  this    ]>luee,  a.id    wnC  a  trusty  In- 
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Omk  to  the  Wymndot  towiw  with  a  q)eech  for  the  utietiB  anraa- 
bbd  either  Bt  the  Ikva  txt  at  Detrut  Biver,  and  another  to  the  yfyi- 
ibdots,  raywating  them  to  fomid  that  for  the  aanmbled  Datfona. 
Ci^ea  of  theae  I  have  incloeecL.  Lest  any  accident  shoald  have  be> 
AUeb  Hu  man  I  have  aent  out,  I  wiah  joa.  would  find  an  oppop- 
tmutf  to  Ktad  another  tofj.  It  would  have  be^  v^  deainble 
qwo  Ail  oocaeion  to  have  had  yonr  advice,  but  the  matter  tap- 
peared  to  me  not  to  admit  nf  the  deUy  that  would  have  heea.  kt 
quired  to  obtain  it.  I  was,  therefore,  oUiged  to  act  upon  mj  own 
ideas.  To  have  met  the  Indians  at  the  &11b,  after  such  an  instance 
(^perfidj,  would  not  have  beoi  very  prudent,  personally  considered, 
hot  to  have  met  tliem  at  all,aft«r  such  an  indignity  to  the  United 
Btatea,  seemed  to  me  altogether  improper,  unleae  they  should  form- 
iHy  disavow  all  knowledge  of  it,  and  mUier  ofier  reparation  or  ca- 
deavxs  to  ez^ain  it  away ;  the  lost  I  expect  dwy  will  do,  and  I 
Uunk  die  teuOT  of  my  mees^^  will  give  them  an  ojqMiiuai^.  It 
will  strike  you,  perhaps,  as  an  impropriety  that  the  message  is  in 
my  name  only  as  commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Indians.  Hod 
you  given  me  the  least  hint  that  you  would  probably  be  at  the 
treaty,  or  had  auy  expectation  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  any 
other  quarter,  of  your  being  in  a  proper  aituation  to  attend  it,  that 
had  not  beeo  the  case;  and  I  assure  you  it  will  give  me  much 
pleasure,  should  it  yet  take  place,  but,  from  the  conversation  I 
last  had  with  you  on  the  subject,  I  had  no  reason  to  believe  you 
intended  it,  or  that  yuu  had  such  an  expectation. 

I  dare  say  the  affair  at  the  falls  has  been  much  exaggerated  in 
common  report,  and  I  fear  it  will  occasion  great  uneasiness  in  the 
settlements.  I  could  wish  it  was  so  told  in  audi  a  manner,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Pittsburgh  paper,  as  to  prevent  the  alarm  be- 
ing too  great,  without  removing  all  idea  of  serious  consequences. 
In  truth,  I  think  the  consequences  very  doubtful,  and  the  alterna- 
tive of  peace  or  war  hangs  so  nearly  in  equilibrium  that  no  man  can 
tell  which  side  of  the  balance  will  kick  the  beam. 


Governor  8t.  Claims  Address  at  Martetta. 

From  the  Ordiuance  for  the  establishment  of  civil  government  in 

this  quarter,  that  has  been  just  now  read,*  you  have  a  proof,  gentle- 

"■On  WednesdHy,  the  9th  of  July,  1788,  hia  Excellency  arrived  at  Fort 
Harmar,  and  oa  the  l&th  wa«  publihlicd  the  Ordlnuiii-o  of  tlia  honorable 
CiingreM  Tor  the  Government  fif  the  Territory,  the  coinmiisii'iis  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  honorable  Judges,  Samuel  Holden  Parsons,  James  Uitchcll  Tar- 


_  _  , ,  A&  1.11.CO  arc  CUiUVil1> 

of  civilized  life  is  reared  and  brought  to  ] 
The  executive  part  of  the  administrati< 
been  intrusted  to  me,  and  I  am  truly  seni 
the  trust,  and  how  much  depends  upon 
you,  gentlemen,  over  whom  it  is  to  be 
your   posterity — j)erhap8  to    the   whole 
Would  to  God  I  were  mor^  equal  to  the 
best  endeavors  shall  not  be  wanting  to  ful 
pectations  of  Congress  that  you  may  fine 
it ;  which  is  the  surest  way  for  me,  at  on 
tion,  and  to  render  it  honorable  to  myself, 
the  characters  of  the  men  under  whose  im 
ample  this  particular  settlement,  which  wi 
all  that  may  succeed  it,  will  be  formed,  hi 
a  disappointment — men  who  duly  weigh  t 
of  a  strict  attention  to  the  duties  of  religio 
bosoms  the  love  of  liberty  and  of  order  is 
res})ect  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  have  sa 
them,   and   who   are  no   strangers   to   th< 
elegancies  of  polished  life.     I  esteem  it  als< 
you  and  to  me  that  the  gentlemen  appoint 
ment  are  of  such  distinguished  characters 
you.     On  the  one  side,  the  respect  which 
secured,  while,  on  the  other,  it  will  be  yield 
good- will. 
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laws  as  may  be  thought  proper  for  you.  This  is  a  very  important 
part  of  our  duty,  and  will  be  attended  to  with  the  greatest  care. 
But  Congress  have  not  intrusted  thb  great  business  wholly  to  our 
prudence  or  discretion ;  and  here  again  you  have  a  fresh  proof  of 
their  paternal  attention.  We  are  bound  to  report  to  them  all  laws 
which  shall  be  introduced,  and  thev  have  reserved  to  themselves  the 
power  of  annulling  them,  so  that  if  any  law  not  proper  in  itself,  or 
not  suited  to  your  circumstances,  either  firom  our  not  seeing  the 
whole  extent  of  its  operation,  or  any  other  circumstance  should  be 
imposed,  it  will  be  immediately  repealed.  But  >vith  all  the  care  and 
attention  to  your  interest  and  happiness  that  can  be  taken,  you  have 
many  difficulties  to  struggle  with.  The  subduing  a  new  country, 
notwithstanding  its  natural  advantages,  is*  alone  an  arduous  task,  a 
task,  however,  that  patience  and  perseverance  will  surmount,  and 
these  virtues,  so  necessary  in  every  situation,  but  peculiarly  so  in 
yours,  you  must  resolve  to  exercise.  Neither  is  the  reducing  a 
country  from  a  state  of  nature  to  a  state  of  civilization  so  irksome 
as  it  may  appear  from  a  slight  or  superficial  view  ;  even  very  sensi- 
ble pleasures  attend  it ;  the  gradual  progress  of  improvement  fills  the 
mind  with  delectable  ideas ;  vast  forests  converted  into  arable  fields, 
and  cities  rising  in  j)laccs  which  were  lately  the  habitations  of  wild 
beasts,  give  a  pleasure  something  like  that  attendant  on  creation;  if 
we  can  form  an  idea  of  it,  the  imagination  is  ravished,  and  a  taste 
communicated  of  even  the  **  joy  of  God  to  see  a  hapj)y  world." 

The  advantages,  however,  are  not  merely  imaginary  ;  situated,  as 
you  are,  in  the  most  temj>erate  climate,  favored  with  the  most  fer- 
tile soil,  surrounded  by  the  noblest  and  most  beautiful  rivers,  every 
portion  of  labor  will  meet  its  due  reward.  But  you  have  upon  your 
frontiers  numbers  of  savages,  and,  too  often,  hostile  nations. 
Against  them  it  is  necessary  that  you  should  be  guarded,  and  the 
measures  that  may  be  thought  proper  for  that  end,  though  they  may 
a  little  interrupt  your  usual  pursuits,  I  am  certain  will  be  cheerfully 
submitted  to.  One  mode,  however,  I  will  at  this  time  venture  to 
recommend,  which,  as  it  is  in  every  point  of  view  the  easiest  and 
most  eligible,  so  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  attended  with  much  suc- 
cess. Endeavor  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  the  natives, 
without  much  familiarity ;  treat  them  on  all  occasions  with  kind- 
ness, and  the  strictest  regard  to  justice ;  run  not  into  their  customs 
and  habits,  which  is  but  too  frequent  with  those  who  settle  near 
them,  but  endeavor  to  induce  them  to  adopt  yours.  Prevent,  by 
every  means,  that  dreadful  reproach,  perhaps  too  justly  brought  by 
them  against  all  the  white  people  they  have  yet  been  acquavnl^dL 
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with,  that,  pr.jft'.-f^iDg  the  most  holy  and  bctipvolcnt  ivligion,  they  are 
miiiiHueuced  by  its  dictates  and  regardicsa  of  its  praccjits.  Such  a 
conduct  will  produce oa  their  part  the  utmost  confidence;  they  will 
90011  becoiiif  st-ii^iljle  of  the  superior  advantages  of  a  state  of  civUi- 
zatiuu;  llicy  ttill  ^'radually  lose  their  pre^eiil  ituuiuer,  uud  a  way  be 
oiK'ued  for  irilniducing  amongst  them  the  (cospcl  of  peace,  and  you 
be  till-  happy  instrumenta,  in  tho  hands  of  Providence,  of  bringiog 
forward  tbut  liiiif  wbkh  will  surely  arrive,  "when  all  the  nations 
of  tho  earth  ^^liull  become  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ." 

The  pi'i?r'ciit  siiiiation  nf  the  country  calis  for  attention  in  varioue 
plapes,  and  will  necessarily  induce  frufueiit  alliance,  both  of  the 
jud;^.s  niid  mysi'lf,  jrom  thid  delightful  i>{h>1  ;  but  ut  all  times  and 
places,  liS  it  is  jiLV  indiapGaeable  duty,  so  it  is  very  much  my  de^re, 
to  dii  every  thing  within  the  compa^n  of  my  power  iiir  the  peace, 
good  order,  lunl  |)urfect  eetablishnient  of  tho  settlement;  and,  bb  I 
hiok  fur  not  mily  a  cheerful  acquiescence  in,  and  Bubmission  to, 
noccHmry  mi'ii^ures,  but  a  cordial  co-operatioD.  so  I  flatter  my sdf 
my  MTll-?ni.'iii)t  cndeaTors  will  be  accepted  in  the  spirit  in  which 
llicy  aro  ri'jidui'i'U.  and  our  satisfaction  will  bo  mutual  and  complete.' 


villi  I 


«ili-.ii,m  II 


;il   fri.'ii 


If  iiiii-.^. 


ran  iiad  tn..iirr.:lk';iv.  if  nil  nlni.-t  .■ntliiisiii.tH- ,ir.i,.r  iiii|i.>ll.-.l  u-;  1..  fnriii 
this  M.|ll,.Miriit;  if  .iiir  crt^.m  <mi.  -iK-.-f.-l  i.iily  uruliT  ;.  ni-i-  -..MTiiiiifi  t, 
.'qTiTilly  »ii<l  ii.i|ii.rli:ill.v  :uliiiiiii<l<'r^<l;  »n:t  if  bowiii- lli.'  kni'.Mo  1Ii-:iv.'ii  in 
liuiiil.li!  Lli;iiikfiilrifss  tii«t  viinr  Kx.-iOlfiii'v  in  p:irliciiI:iL-  li:itli  b,.,.ii  :ii,]u.i]Llc<l 
li.  ].n',-.id.>  ..vur  it,  c:iii  iniTtusc  y.iur  f;ilisriutiu;i,  llicii  ijuli^uJ  ;iiu  v,v  mulu- 
nllv  liairy. 

Thf  Coii.'titiiti.i.i  [()raiiiiin,-e]  lU'-U  wo  r.Ji.i.lT  ii<  lli,'  tc-^mM  -f  n  wise 
and  mwl  Iwiifv.-leiit  [mlir-y  ;  iiriJ  »■■■  l...>k  up  wilh  v.i..r.,ti..ii  to  1 1,,,  r.illipr; 
i.f  tliuTci.ulltry.  kIkisu  niro  Mid  iiU.rmiiiil   f.ill.iw  II.  wii,-.i..vit  «.■  uo;   but 
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QOTXBVOB  8t.  GuJSL  to  IBB  SsOBBTABT  OF  WAB. 

Fort  Rabkab,  M9  IDA,  178a 
Sri—l  had  dra  pleMon  to  nodm  thu  monung  toot  lettm  of 
the  3d  and  4tlt  instuit,  ti^etiier  with  the  additKHul  uutmcdtms  of 
ODngren  oa.  the  nlJMt  of  the  Indian  tre«^. 

Fiom  mine  to  70a  on  the  18th  ingtimt  (a  dnpUcato  of  wbiob, 
with  the  meangn  to  the  Indians,  is  indosed),  yon  vill  find  that 
IniHness  has,  at  [ffeeeat,  rather  an  tui&ToniUe  aq«ct  I  am  nc^ 
homTer,  vithont  hopes  that  it  may  be  brought  to  iatne  in  peace, 
bring  petsnadad  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  natbns  which,  fiom  their 
ntoatioDB,  can  do  ns  most  harm,  at  Ae  same  tame  that  they  are 
bmM  acoeptaUe  to  ns.  -f  think,  sir,  that  a  good  deal  of  time  may 
dapae  befinv  the  great  event  (^  peace  <v  ^tf  i*  decided  apon,  so 
long,  St  least,  as  that  I  may  be  ftilly  inibrmed  of  the  sentiments  of 
Congress  upon  what  has  happened,  and  whether  the  steps  I  have 
(akea  meet  their  approbation. 

Embairassing  as  on  Indian  war  would  be,  I  would  wish,  from 
that  motive,  if  there  were  no  others,  to  take  every  proper  lueaua  to 
preveat  it ;  but  it  is  with  nations  as  well  as  with  individuals,  the 
tamely  submitting  to  one  injury  usually  invites  a  greater,  and  where 
the  oftioual  honor  or  interest  is  concerned,  I  believe  some  emburrBSs- 
ments  ought  to  be  overlooked ;  so  far,  however,  as  I  am  the  deposi- 
tory of  either,  I  conceive  I  should  be  highly  culpnble  not  to  maintain 

will,  as  far  as  in  our  power,  share  In  the  burdejig,  ullevinte  your  cares,  and, 
upon  all  occasions,  render  a  futl  obedienua  to  the  gavernmenl  and  tho  laws. 

We  are  fully  perauaded.  with  your  Excellency,  "tlmt  ull  tbe  nntiuns  of 
tbe  earth  will  become  the  ki:iEduin  of  Je^u^  Christ."  And  we  oiult  in  tbe 
flrm  belief  tbut  the  great  purpose  of  Heaven,  in  perfecting;  human  reason, 
■nd  attrHain^  all  mankind  to  the  standard  of  one  divine  control,  will  be 
ucomplished  in  this  now  world.  We  are  equally  ravisbod  with  the  thought 
that  the  great  Governor  of  the  universe  hatli  raised  up  your  Excellency,  as 
an  instrument  lo  open  the  way  lo  tbia  transcendently  glorious  event,  and 
that  in  thie  life  you  will  anticipate  the  jr.ya  of  Paradise. 

Great  pir:  we  pray  that  Heaven  may  grant  to  you,  both  in  your  public 
character  and  prlvale  life,  all  the  felicity  that  can  meet  your  expectations, 
or  wurmtsl  de&ire».  May  you  long  enjoy  the  trun<]uiltity  oi  a  mind  influenc  d 
by  Ibe  principles  of  rectitude  only.  May  the  cold  band  of  death  never  ar- 
tett  you  until  you  shall  have  accomplished  all  the  objects  which  a  great  and 
good  man  can  embrace;  and  then,  when  life  shall  lose  her  charms,  when  na- 
ture shall  begin  to  sink  beneath  the  weight  of  mortality,  and  whan  tbe 
mind,  impatient  to  be  free,  shall  burst  the  brittle  shell  which  holds  it  here, 
may  you  rise  triumphant  on  cherub's  wings,  to  enjoy  your  God  in  reulms  of 
endleu  felicity  I 


iiiioii,  iiiid  I  lu'lieve  not  ill   LTouiuled,  to  let  an  expect; 
V  will  1h'  attained  piin  ^rronnd. 

riu*  west  line,  jjointcd  ont  in  the  original  instruction^,  w, 
liberty  to  stipulate  for  as  a  boundary,  would  uot,  I  1 
reed  tx)  without  much  diffieulty,  because  between  tha 
lio  and  Mississippi,  the  principal  hunting  grounds  are  < 
d  it  is  the  residence  of  some  of  the  nations  not  very  we] 
vards  the  United  States.  When  I  say  the  principa 
)unds,  I  mean  those  that  abound  in  deer,  the  species  of  [ 
eutial  to  the  Indians.  To  extend  the  boundary  north w 
iipletion  of  the  forty-first  degree  would  include  the  who 
11  as  a  great  part  of  the  country  where  the  Wyandots  r 
lat  was  reserved  to  the  Shawanese  and  Delawares.  Now 
not  the  least  probability  that  these  countries  will  be  gi^ 
is  time  for  any  consideration  that  can  be  offered,  and  I  b 
contrary  to  my  expectations,  they  should  consent  to  ma 
[iveyances  of  that  country,  unless  they  are  determined  t 
altogether,  which  is  not  likely,  they  will  never  consider  t 
bound  by  them,  so  that,  instead  of  establishing  a  solid 
inent  peace,  a  foundation  may  probably  be  laid  for  irre 
tred  and  wasting  wars,  and  the  money  be  thrown  awa 
rgain. 

These  are  my  opinions.  I  offer  them  with  great  deference, 
my  duty  to  offer  them,  and  notwithstanding  I  will  lea^ 
done  within  my  power  to  accomplish  the  wishes  of  Con 
I  have  also  inclosed  copies  of  letters  from  Wilson,  the  i 
d  Khun,  a  Wyandot  chief,  to  Colonel  William  Butler, 
1  to  me  by  General  Butler,  and  received  since  I  sat  dow] 


Oorreapandenee^  Addresses,  Etc.  69 


Gotbbhor  St.  Glair  to  M.  Oabdoqiti,  SpAinBH  Minibteb. 

Fort  Habbcab,  Jtify  16, 1788. 

It  was  not  wiihoQt  the  most  sensible  concern  that  I  learned  the 
gusfortone  of  New  Orleans.  The  destruction  of  so  many  houses 
must  have  xMuoed  great  numbers  to  the  most  distressed  situation, 
and  it  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure  to  have  had  it  in  my 
power  to  have  contributed  to  their  relief,  which  I  should  certainly 
have  done  to  the  utmost  if  I  had  reached  the  Mississippi,  but  I  am 
retaided  in  my  progress  that  way  by  the  proposed  meeting  with  the 
Indians  at  Muskingum,  which  Ims  not  yet  taken  place.  As  soon  as 
tliat  b  over.  I  d»U  go  down,  a.^  if  aoj  thbg  in  that  oonntty  win 
be  usefid,  either  to  the  immediate  comfort  of  the  unhappy  settiers 
<Mr  the  re-establidim^it  of  the  city,  your  Excellency  has  but  to  meh- 
i&mit.  ^ 

I  had  flattered  myself  with  the  expectation  of  a  line  from  you  on 
the  subject  I  took  the  liberty  to  mention  before  I  left  New  York. 
A  few  thousand  barrek  of  flour  I  could  easily  send  were  I  certain 
that  it  would  not  be  exposed  to  seizure  as  being  contrary  to  regula- 
tions established,  and  after  the  terrible  misfortune  the  inhabitants 
have  met  with,  and  the  price  being  ascertained,  if  it  were  agreeable, 
it  might  be  paid  for  at  New  York  on  the  receipts  being  produced  to 
you.  If  you  will  please  to  give  me  your  sentiments  on  this  head 
and  your  permission,  if  you  approve  of  it,  you  will  very  ranch 
oblige  me ;  for,  though  no  man  would  less  wish  for  a  deviation  from 
established  rules  than  myself,  a  time  of  public  calamity  I  take  to  be 
without  them,  and  it  may  be  the  commencement  of  a  friendly  inter- 
course between  the  particulars  of  two  nations,  whose  general  interest 
I  think  it  is  to  be  upon  the  most  friendly  terras.^ 

^The  following  is  the  reply  of  the  Spanish  Minister: 

N  EW  York,  Augitsi  9,  1 788. 

My  Dear  General : — The  very  moment  that  the  news  of  the  fire  of  New 
Orleans  reached  me,  I  thought  of  your  former  hints,  and  set  immediutcly  to 
inquire  about  your  place  of  residence,  with  a  view  to  write  you  upon  the 
very  subject  you  have  favored  me  with  by  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  16th 
ultimo;  but,  unfortunately,  I  was  informed  that  every  body  conceived  that 
you  must  be  at  that  time  busy  in  the  Indian  country,  executing  your  com- 
mission, and  of  course  I  could  not  imagine  that  you  would  be  able  to  provide 
what  we  both  could  have  wished. 

On  another  band,  the  vessel  that  brought  me  the  news  had  had  a  long  voy- 
age, and  the  want  was  so  pressing  as  to  oblige  me  to  dispatch  a  vessel  directly 
from  this  port.    Soon  after,  half  a  dozen  more  sailed  from  Philadelphia,  and 
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Moooat  tint  Csptun  CBeal,  with  his  people,  will  be  here  in  a  few 
d>ja,  on  tltar  my  to  MaskiBgam,  and  that  &»ot  uid  tlifi  olu«fii 
an  ezpaoted  to  leave  Kiagara  Sx  Detroit  or  the  Miami  this  ia.j,  \tj 
all  which  JIM  will  conclade  it  will  be  eome  time  before  the  treaty 
can  oommawe.  Ai  KiclKJBOn  is  and  will  be  oaefnl  here  nntal  tlia 
Indians  begin  to  collect,  I  believe  it  best  not  to  send  bim  to  yon 
tooov  thui  he  will  be  aseM  there,  and  the  e^traee  will  increase,  of 
floone,  if  he  goea  aooner. 


QoTBKBOB  St.  Club  to  Judges  FABsoira  AitD  Vabxitii: 
FOBT  Haruab,  Jaig  18A,  1788. 

OmBanm: — ^I  have  loUced  over  the  propoeed  law  fin-  eetat^h- 
ing  tiie  militia,  and  I  have  soma  ol^ections  to  it  in  its  preaent  ttam, 
which  I  shall  take  the  hlier^  to  detail.  In  the  tidfr^page  it  oagfat 
not  to  be  styled  tin  "  MiHtia  I«w  of  the  tTttitied  Statea.'  If  these 
words,  "  United  Statea,"  were  expunged,  the  title  would  be  well 
enough.  The  enacting  clauses  should  nut  begin  with  the  word, 
"  That,"  after  declaration,  that  the  inhabitants  are  liable  to  military 
duty,  and  that  they  shall  perform  it.  The  formation  should,  in  my 
opinion,  follow,  and  the  manner  of  their  being  armed  and  accontered 
be  postponed,  and  form  the  matter  of  another  clause.  Tlie  word, 
"effective,"  seems  to  me,  als^i,  too  indefinite.  It  is  a  duty,  I  believe, 
should  he  extended  to  all  male  Inhabitants,  from  the  performance 
of  which  they  are  to  be  excused  occasionally,  only  as  circumstances 
may  require. 

To  introduce  the  matter  of  classes  properly,  which  is  an  idea  I 
approve  of,  as  an  attention  to  the  feelings  of  men  who  have  ren- 
dered essential  services  in  very  honorable  stations  to  their  country ; 
it  might  run  in  this  way,  immmediately  after  the  general  declara- 
tion above  mentioned:  "The  male  in habitaota,  between  the  ages 
aforesaid,  shall  be  divided  into  two  classes,  to  be  called  the  senior 
and  junior  classes  of  the  militia;"  then  proceed  to  the  formation  of 
the  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments,  aa  far  as  respects  numbers. 

tnntiiBl  slktiirActian.     £  am  hnppy  M  the  idea  of  meeting  you  personally,  to 
bring  about  thi«  long-wiabed-ror  business.' 

I  nro,  sir,  with  rwpect,  juur  moat  obedient  and 

Very  bumble  serviint, 

JOBKPH  Bbamt. 
Richard  Butler. 
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il  of"  suvirip:  that  these  iliviaions  rcsjiwlivtly  bIisII  be>  (.'wm- 
■il  liy  i'i'ii:i!Li  offipers,  I  lielieve  it  would  bo  better  to  say  that 
liiill  \»'  ti[i|>iiutteil  tu  each  couijHiDy,  batlaliun,  bdcI  re^oieiit, 

I  iittii'i'i^,  utul  [inivisioii  ehnuld  lit-  iiiadv  furui-w  apiMititmenls 
'  <if  ik'iilb  ur  dianiisfiun  from  service,  and  the  caiiHts  of  dis- 

II  i-hoiilil  bo  detailed,  Tliis  will  brinp  courts-martial  into 
t\\v  nauttv  iif  the  offensce  U>  be  submitted  to  their  cognizance, 
iii-liiiniiis,  nnd  the  mode  of  proceeding. 

iM  il  mil  1>c  liettcr  that  each  battalion  vere  supplied  with  a 
iii.-^tnid  111'  iiti  aid  being  ^ven  to  the  coltiuul  7  The  niajont  are 
lly  hi;' uiils,  as  the  adjutants  are  thoirs  and  hif  aluo.  It  »[>- 
:\\>'\  ifi  be  iinnecteeary  to  declare  that  a  brigade  shall  Ix-  i-Din- 
(1  br  11  hri^'iidicr.  I  have  mi  power  t«  appriint  such  an  ofii- 
.\  f»^>-  iiuiy  arise  where  it  may  be  necessary  t*t  form  a  brigade 
Ihero  may  be  no  such  officer  as  a  brigadier  in  tlio 
TV:  ii>'iilii'rd«Iee«  the  necesnity  forappoiuting  the  numeroua 

Will viT  they  become  necessary  they  wiii  of  course  bo  ap- 

;i,  "itli'iiit  llieir  being  enumerated  in  the  law,  being  clearly 
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aerrioefl,  hf  the  pkyment  of  money.    AH  moneTs  that  may  accrue 
fiom  fttea  mi^t  be  q]pUed  to  fomuDg  a  fimd  to  provide  a  small 


I  HdHiiit  these  oYmtamiaesm  with  great  defbrtaace,  gmtlemfln. 
Ym  will  pn>hably  think  some  of  them  worthy  of  Gonsideratiim. 
One  thing,  however,  in  the  adoptiBg  onr  laws,  we  must  ever  attend 
to,  that  Aeir't^matifJas  can  not  be  applied  to  a  ringle  diatrict  <x  . 
mart  extend  over  the  whole  Territory. 


OovKBVOB  Si.  Claib  to  the  Sbcbetabt  of  Wab. 

FOBT  Habhab,  Jviy  22d,  1788. 
iNr  .■—Since  mine  of  the  16th,  the  party  which  was  at  the  fiilte 
at  ib»  Moskingnm,  have  retomed  to  thk  place  and  brought  the 
pnviBonB  with  them.  A  party  of  Chippawas  came  into  that  sta- 
tion a  day  or  two  alter  the  aSair  there.  Their  behavior  gave  the 
officer  reason  to  believe  that  they  had  ill  iutentious,  and  both  he 
and  Mr,  Duncan  (the  person  who  furnished  the  provisions,  and  who 
was  there  for  the  delivery  of  it)  were  of  opinion  that  tliey  had  been 
engaged  in  the  outrage,  and  were  positive  as  to  one  of  them,  whom 
they  actually  saw  kill  one  of  the  soldiers ;  he,  therefore,  thought  it 
proper  to  make  theni  prisoners.  They  are  now  here,  six  in  number, 
and  ID  close  confinement. 

Another  circumstance  which  corroborated  the  opinion  of  their 
having  been  concerned,  was  one  of  the  soldiers'  cartridge-boxes  hav- 
ing been  found  in  their  possession.  When  questioned  about  it  they 
prevaricated.  A  woman  of  theirs  pretended  to  have  found  it  in  the 
woods,  and  appealed  to  a  Delaware,  who  she  said  was  with  her  when 
she  found  it.  The  Delaware  woman  contradicted  her;  she  had,  in- 
deed, been  with  her  in  the  woods,  but  not  when  she  found  the  car- 
tridge-box. 

There  Is  no  further  intelligence  irom  the  Indian  country.  It  will 
be  yet  six  or  eight  days  before  my  messenger  will  return,  but  I  have 
some  reason  to  expect  the  Pipe,  with  a  number  of  Delawares, 
sooner.  Should  they  bring  any  thing  worthy  of  coromunication,  I 
will  write  you  immediately. 


The  St.  Clair  Papers. 


War      ^H 

i.  1788.    ^H 


BKlllAliIEn-GESEILAL  HaBMAK  TO   SeCRETART  OF  WaH. 

[RjiniLt]  Fort  Hahmab,  Juhj  23d.  171 

Tlic  yroai  treaty  will  be  deferred  for  some  time.  At  the  request' 
of  tbf  tlnvcruur,  I  ordered  a  subaltern,  sergeant,  corjBjral  and 
Iweulv  (irivak's  us  on  escort  for  the  provisioos,  and  to  build  a  coun- 
pil-rroim  iiir  tlif  savogue.at  Uie  fulls  of  the  Muskingum.  RegardlcEs 
of  all  liiilU  aud  houor,  a  party  of  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewaya  al- 
locked lliisimrty  <>u  themorniogof  the  I2tbiustaiit,  and  killed  two ; 
one  is  lULssinf!:,  aud  two  wdunded,  one  very  badly.  The  loss  of  the 
Indians  was  two  killed  on  t\^(•  spot,  one  wounded  and  six  taken 
prisoners,  wlio  are  now  in  confinement,  and  under  heavy 
thi.s  Lrarrison.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  new  poveniment  will  «oou 
begin  to  operate,  in  order  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  sweep  ll 
jiertidiims  villaius  off  the  face  of  the  earth. 

In  con  sequence'  of  this  treaeherous  proceedine,  the  Govpmor 
myself  were  both  of  opinion  that  the  party  and  proviiious  should 
removpii  to  this  post ;  accordingly  the  officer  returned  on  the  m< 
ingof  Ihc2()th. 

The  riovernor  has  sent  a  spirited  nneppage  to  the  difTcrcnt  nations 
wlio  are  nssonibled  and  councilinp  a!  the  Taiva  or  Onii  Kiver,  de- 
manding patisfiii-tiim  fiir  the  grops^  insult  offered  to  the  United  States. 
An  :it^swer  to  tliis  me^srigc  may  be  expected  in  the  eouise  of  ten  or 
t«elvu  diivs.' 


GivNKRAi.  St.  Cl.viii  t»  Jrri'iEs  Par-sosa  and  Varnum. 

Foi:t  IIarjiau,  Jul;/  2J)rt,  1788. 
Ocittl-mfii :—l  have atteutiveiy  perused  the  law  ■  relaling  to  estates 
held  ill  common,  wliieli  you  have  been  ]ileiisfd  lo  present  me,  but  I 
have  not  lieeu  able  to  discover  any  heiiefit  lliat  would  result  to 

i.l/S'.  n/.-.v  ,,f  f'oKv ;■/■«.-.     Thf  Iii.liiirii  «■,■] 
tr-aly  .it  Mii-khisjuni,  his  lii.nC  wcy  firf.l  uvmi,  iiiKl  l\v..  nioii  urrr  wound.-J, 

'Till-  law  iirapiwil  by  tlii>  ,Im.1^'.-.',  Mpim  which  Ihc  iibovo  commoiita  wore 
tiiiiiln,  «»<!iU..I1m.v,: 

Wh<'n  Iip]i1ii'ii1i<>ii  sluill  liu  iiiiuli'  ton  .Iiiil:;i!  or  .Tii^tlcc  of  Ihc  Pi'ncu  within 
th..  Tfrritnry.  by  llif  owiir-rs  >.f  uiK-l.Tilh  luirt  of  iiiiy  cmiiiioii  esli.tc  within 
tlif  SHiiii'.  In  mil  n  Mi^..>lii!S  .if  Ihi-  pn>iiri.'t..rs  ..I'  sii.^li  i-niiini,.n  csl»te,  it 


ns  at 
Kooa         I 

lor^l 


■tiiigof  the  pro 


Correspondence,  Addresses,  Etc.  65 

society  from  the  adoption  of  it.  It  appears,  indeed,  to  me,  on  the 
contrary,  to  be  unfit  for  the  Territory  in  its  present  circumstances ;  to 
be,  in  some  measure,  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Ordinance  of 
Congress ;  to  want  that  power  of  general  application  which  all  gen- 
eral laws  should  possess,  and  that  by  designing  men  it  might  be  per- 
verted to  sanction  sinister  purposes. 

It  appears  unfit  for  the  Territory  in  its  present  circumstances  ;  be- 
cause no  newspaper  pervades  it,  or  could  pervade  it  within  the  time 
proposed  for  continuing  the  advertisement ;  yet  persons  who  are  to 
be  affected  by  it  may  live  at  each  extremity  of  the  Territory,  or  of 
the  United  States. 

Were  the  advertisements  to  be  inserted,  for  example,  in  the  Ken- 
tucky or  Pittsburgh  Gazettes,  it  is  not  very  probable  that  persons  re- 
siding in  Georgia  or  New  Hampshire  would  see  them  in  due  time ; 
yet  persons  materially  interested  may  reside  in  either  or  both  these 
States.  Were  the  advertisements,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  inserted 
in  the  papers  of  these  States,  which  might  be  very  proper  in  one 
view,  it  is  not  probable  that  tlie  information  would  be  extended 
through  this  Territory. 

Tlie  general  words,  *'  transact  all  matters  as  shall  coureni  their 
common  estate,"  are  of  too  indefinite  a  signification,  and  nuiy  be 
liable  to  very  arbitrary  construction,  and  it  is  to  bo  reniembered  that 
laws  are  not  always  to  be  decided  upon  by  the  same  men,  who  at  the 
time  of  enacting  them  generally  have  annexed  to  the  words  they 
use  an  appropriate  sense. 

It  is  true  the  business  to  bo  transacted  at  proprietors'  meetings  is 
required  to  be  specified ;  but  there  is  no  express  restriction  that  they 
should  meddle  with  nothing  else.  I  imagine  the  proprietors  met 
would  think  themselves  justified,  under  the  general  words,  to  act 
upon  any  thing  else  that  had  respect  to  the  common  ])roperty. 

Proceedings  which  are  to  be  clothed  with  the  force  of  le;zal  obli- 
gation upon  all  the  proprietors,  which  I  conceive  to  be  the  design  of 

prietors  of  such  common  and  undivided  estate  at  such  time  and  ])hico  as  lie 
shall  appoint  therein,  specifying  the  matters  to  be  transacted  at  such  meet- 
ing; and  an  advertisement  continued  three  weeks  successively  in  the  news- 
papers most  convenient  to  give  information  to  the  proprietors,  notifying  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting,  and  the  business  to  be  transacted,  shall  bo  suf- 
ficient service  of  such  warrant,  and  the  proprietors  met  at  a  time  and  place 
notified  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  right,  by  vote  of  the  major  part  of  the  pro- 
prietors present  or  shares  represented,  to  tran<;act  such  matters  as  shall  con- 
cern their  common  estate,  provided  that  the  proprietors  of  such  common 
estate  may,  at  a  meeting  notified  as  is  bef<»re  provided,  agree  in  any  other 
mode  of  calling  and  notifying  their  meetings. 
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the  kw,  f^Iuiiilil  not  be  left  so  very  loose;  btiidfis,  it  might  bo  hajjjteii 
that  :i  miijurliv  uf  tbe  propricUire  met  might  bu  u  single  pttrwju. 

If  lliu  liiisiiiisg  requires  the  Btilcmnity  of  n  judg«  nr  jiwtice'B  ww 
riinl,  it  HUM  1)0  to  ground  somo  Airlher  legal  proceedings  opou ; 
ihcw  shtiiiM  In;  Kijeciiied,  and  not  left  to  deduction  or  implicatioit. 
Till'  [mivi^ii  WDiild  give  an  undue  oilvauti^  to  reaideut  proprietors 
over  thi>^e  ivhii  are  not  resident,  for  it  is  mi'st  iiniluiblo  that  the  first 
mooting  wniilil  lie  compoeed  of  those  who  arc  n-sidenls  only,  and  it 
is  [irii]»i>'i'ii  Id  irive  them  power  to  apjwiit  future  mcctiugs  in  any 
oi.lici'  iiiiulo  tlicy  may  agree  wpon.  and  SB  the  proceedings  are  to  have 
!ill  llii.'  h'.LTUl  ll'reo  of  tUos©  held  in  the  mauner  prescribed  by  law,  a 
vm'  iriiiirii|)i.i-  u?e  might  be  made  of  tbem  to  burden  the  propor- 
lii)ii'<  of  ni;[i-ri.'~identa  and  ease  their  own.  In  this  view,  the  law  is 
at  variuut'o  \(iih  tbe  spirit  of  the  compact  with  the  original  States 
dci'turi'd  in  llio  Ordinaucc.  If  any  l)enefit  would  accrue  to  tho 
(nvni'i'i!  of  i)k>  istates  in  common  by  this  law,  it  ought  to  extend  to 
all :  hilt  it  ^vill  not  reach  auy  where  encb  estate  is  not  held  by  more 
tliau  ton  pcrMiiiw :  an  estate,  however,  may  be  held  in  common  by 
Whi>re  a  law  creates  a  iienefll, 
iM  extend. or  iK'riijuhK-i.f  hoin-r 
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the  original  articles,  to  have  any  validity.  Upon  the  application  of 
the  whole  of  the  proprietors,  a  law  specially  regulating  their  prop- 
erty, in  order  to  rescue  it  from  the  caprice  of  individuals,  might, 
with  propriety,  be  made ;  but  whether  the  present  Legislature  of 
the  Territory  would  be  competent,  may  well  admit  of  doubt.  They 
have  power  to  adopt  laws  only. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  differ  in  sentiments  from  you,  gentlemen, 
upon  any  point;  but  in  those  where  your  professional  knowledge 
and  experience  give  you  so  decided  a  superiority  over  me,  I  can  not 
but  doubt  exceedingly  my  own  judgment.  I  have,  however,  weighed 
the  operation  of  this  law  as  carefully  as  I  could,  and  the  result  has 
been  that  I  can  not  give  my  assent  to  it 


Governor  St.  Glair  to  Judges  Parsons  and  VARNim. 

Fort  Harmak,  July  ?>Oth,  1788. 
Gentlemen: --The  establishment  of  probate  offices  in  the  Territory 
ha  matter  that  requires  the  most  delilxjrate  consideration,  as  the 
^hole  property  of  the  people  is  eventually  involved  in  their  being 
«luly  executed.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  officers  should  be  de- 
nned with  the  greatest  precision,  and,  in  my  opinion,  their  jurisdic- 
xion  laid  under  some  limitations  and  restrictions,  Avhich  the  law  vou 
liave  been  pleased  to  frame  does  not  contain,  whilst,  in  one  instance, 
if  I  have  rightly  understood  it,  it  is  confined  too  much — I  mean — in 
limiting  the  jurisdiction  to  the  counties  respectively. 

When  you  reflect,  gentlemen,  that  the  power  of  appointment  is 
wholly  in  the  Governor,  the  necessity  of  defining  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  officers  will  appear  in  a  striking  light,  for  it  is  not  im- 
possible, from  a  variety  (»f  causes,  that  it  may  not  always  fall  upon 
the  persons  who  are  best  qualified  to  discharge  them,  and  that,  from 
existing  circumstances,  few  of  the  officers  will  be  j)ossessed  of  lepral 
knowledge.     I  think  it  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  that  the  judges 
should  give  bond  for  the  due  execution  of  the  office  and  the  delivery 
of  the  records  undefaced  to  their  successors ;  that  in  some  office  or 
other  these  bonds  should  be  entered  of  record — perhaps,  in  the  pro- 
thonotary  or  clerk  of  the  common  pleas  for  the  counties,  should  it 
be  thought  proper  to  establish  such  a  judiciary ;  that  they  should 
provide  seals,  the  devices  to  be  the  same  as  such  county,  but  distin- 
guished by  the  label  or  inscription ;  that  in  deciding  upim  caveats 
against,  or  objections   to  the  proving  of  wills,  they  should  call 
to  their  assistance  two  justices  of  comm(m  pleas,  as  also  in  taking 
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fitiiLl  ucciiiiuts  iiikI  making  dlstributiflns ;  tliat  an  npiicitl  bo  given 
fniiu  thuir  sviiltucc  to  the  jml;ie9;  thai  thty  take  ItoniJi^  i'rora  ad- 
mi  ui^traiorH  iii'i'urding  (o  H  certain  form;  ttiul  iKrvine  tu  whom  arl- 
luiuUtniliim  muy  l>e  gmuted  un<l  tbe  utiIvt  of  tli«[u  be  poiuttsl  out; 
that  there  slumlij  l>e  some  regukLiuus  reepocting  nuncupative  wills; 
that,  letteri'  nf  iulLLiinistratioii  without  bond  be  void,  ami  the  judges 
frrnutiu^  Ihcm  liiible  to  damages;  that  it  Bhould  be-  declaivd  that 
wills  mudi^  mill  ilidy  provwl,  whiire  letters  of  admintFttratiim,  with 
the  will  miTiixiil.  nball  be  granted  and  certified  in  any  of  the  United 
Plsitcs,  slinll  Ih'  r'lillicient  to  pass  estates  witliout  ni'w  pn»of  there; 
tUnl.  lettor."  of  inliiUDistration  graiittnl  in  ono  county  shall  bo  valid 
ill  nil  iitbiT^  \ihi'rc  the  intestate  had  prt>])crty. 

I  U111  "i'  upiuidii  that  these,  and,  no  dmibt,  otbeni  which  will  iwcur 
til  ym,  are  iiiiipT  for  the  reirulation  nj  the  offin,',  and  necessarj-  for 
the  vHf<j  ami  >iiii.'iy  of  tbe  people,  and  that  for  severjil  rvasons,  which 
will  prcfiiiul  lln'iiisclve*  to  you,  they  dhoiild  be  detailed  in  the  law 
epliililiwliiiig  the  office-  But  you  will  pardou  ine,  gentlemen,  fhr 
iiicntioiiinf;  oni'  mure.  I  suspect  we  are  overpassing  the  line  of  our 
duty  in  fiirmiiiir  new  laws  in  any  wipp:  and  when  we  do,  the  ne- 
ces,-^ily  of  the  eii^c '.nly  ciin  lie  our  jitslifinilion.  The  OnHnance  of 
C■lnf:n^«s  emix.wiTs  us  m  udi-iit  uiul  publi.-h  su<-h  iaws  of  the  oriirinal 
States,  criminal  and  civil,  as  may  be  ncce>^s.ny  and  liest  suited  to 
the  circnmsi;ioc<-s  of  the  di^tri.-i.  In  dei«irtinL'  fn.m  tbnt  rule,  we 
certuiiilv  cxiiosi;  ourselves  lo  ceiiMire  fri>m  r,in^'ress,  nnd  In'sidt*. 
tlieri-  may  lie  s.,me  doubt  of  the  vidiility  of  such  hiws  ns  we  adopt 
,»nd  iioiiiisli  under  any  ollur;  and  it  iiiiiy  ti..t  bo  unwurthy  your 
eousideraiiiiii  whclher,  upim  sueh  an  exee])ti(ui  liein;:  taken  l)eforo 
you  in  yinn- judi<'ial  enpacily,  you  would  not  be  ob!i>:ed  to  decide 
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The  Court  of  Probate  is  a  court  of  record,  and  the  proper  depository 
of  every  thing  relative  to  the  proceedings  in  it. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  you  the  Pennsylvania  volume 
that  you  may  examine  the  laws  referred  to  above,  if  you  should 
think  proper,  at  your  lebure.  You  will  find  them  in  the  folios  30 
to  33,  and  70  to  73. 


Judges  Parsons  and  Varnum  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Marietta,  31st  July,  1788. 

Sir : — We  have  received  the  letter  which  your  Excellency  did  us 
the  honor  to  write  to  us  of  yesterday's  date.  The  many  important 
observations  it  contains  have  received  from  us  all  the  attention  of 
which,  imder  the  present  circumstances,  we  are  capable.  Three 
questions  of  serious  magnitude  seem  to  be  presented  for  consideration  : 

Whether  in  the  adoption  and  publication  of  laws,  we  were  literally 
confined  to  the  laws  of  the  old  States  ? 

Whether  in  the  forming  or  transcribing  of  laws  >ve  should  con- 
nect, with  general  subjects,  all  the  particulars  that  may  have  rela- 
tion to  those  general  subjects  ? 

And,  how  far  the  particulars  suggested  respecting  a  probate  liiw 
should  have  influence? 

The  Ordinance  of  Congress  empowers  us  to  adopt  such  laws  of 
the  original  States,  criminal  and  civil,  as  may  be  necessary,  and 
best  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  the  district.  Adniittinjr  a  strict 
and  literal  construction  should  be  given  to  this  clause,  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Ordinance  in  general  would  l)e  defeated.  In  the 
settlement  of  a  new  colony,  and,  indeed,  we  may  add,  of  a  new 
world,  a  variety  of  pros])ccts  and  objects  arise,  to  which  old  coun- 
tries must  be  strangers.  Perhaps  in  their  infancy  their  laws  might 
hav^e  been  suited  to  our  situation,  making  allowance,  however, 
for  the  progress  of  civil  society;  but  the  original  States  have  re- 
vised their  laws,  and  conformed  their  present  codes  to  their  present 
situation.  Hence,  it  will  be  found  that  it  would  be  out  of  our  power 
to  make  the  absolutely  necessary  regulations  for  protecting  the  per- 
sons and  securing  the  property  of  the  natives,  and  f  )r  preventing 
those  unwarrantable  intercourses,  which  might  perpetuate  their  jeal- 
ousies instead  of  conciliating  their  affections.  There  are  ties,  con- 
nections and  subordinations  in  the  nature  of  a  colonial  government, 
which  did  not  exist  in  sovereign  States.  Laws  must  be  apj)lied  to 
theso,  or  the  very  existence  cf  the  government  may  be  endangered. 

We  are  sensible  these  observations  rather  tend  to  evince  what  the 
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lionvrit  should  have  l>cca  than  what  they  are.  But  we  conclude  they  , 
cimld  not  huvL'  esfa]x'(I  the  notice  of  bo  wise  a  body  of  men  as  the  j 
fruuicrs  of  tliu  Urdiiiiince.  If  tiie  clause  in  question  admits  of  dif'  j 
icrciit  ciiuHlriiuliiiris,  we  ought  to  adopt  that  which  will  beat  promote  1 
i-lii:  jiuqjii^c-!  of  ilii-  M'ttlement.  It  waa  mada  pm  bom puhlico,  onA  1 
ibiTLliiro  miL'lit  tn  li;^  liberully  expounded.  We  think  it  will  admit  \ 
(if  livii  c'liDrtrurtiiiuH,  Oue,  that  we  can  adopt  entire  laws  of  any  J 
(if  the  gill  SluU's  li/Totin  et  verbatinif  mutalU  et  miUandis  for  their  1 
Stalt!  only.  The  othi^r  that  we  may  admit  such  parts  of  any  par-  I 
tieiilar  law  as  nill  iic  necessary,  etc.  If  m,  why  will  it  not  admit  J 
of  auolLiT  c'ln^trm'tiou,  that  we  luay  adopt  a  law,  consiatiog  of 
dilTereut  purls  of  Iilms  of  any  two  or  mure  8tat«B  upon  the  same  < 
Biihji-et?  Anil  if  ihi-i  be  granted,  emi-ely  the  diction  ought  to  bo  . 
ri'inlvn^d  uniform.  The  intention,  air,  of  the  legislature  in  framing  . 
a  ."liilulo  or  oriliimiico  will  greatly  assiat  tia  iu  the  Ittgal  construe tion. 
Till'-  iiiU'nliun  of  (.'ungrcss  was  nndcuhtally  to  give  every  jxjssibU  J 
Kilt  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  coiony'f 

I  i^c  into  a  8tatc  or  States,  and  lake  an  et 
;il  confederacy.     To  this  end  there  must  he  lawa,  i 
le  to  the  Ciiuslitution  of  tlio  United  Ptatr.-^,  and 
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lary  government,  t,  prevont  the  adnption 
I'trt  tin;  iiriiici]i!e.i  of  a  nioiiarchy,  and,  iu 
>u  Ut»eeii  the  old  and  new  cnunlrie.'^. 
,  with  frreat  defei-oiiec  to  vour  ivte.llencv's 
in-  is  the  le-at  eoustruJiion  of  tjie  OnU- 
wsas  may  he  neees«»y  and  best  suited  to 
liMriet ;  jmividt'-l,  Imwcver,  tjiat  such  laws 
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he  not  ad- 
Ived  in  difheiillies  tluit  may  prove  iu- 
e  iiiii^t  eiinline  our  h'gal  ojiemlions  t" 
lion,  and  the  ciminioii  law  ouly.  For 
me  of  llie  .States,  and  not  to  have  the 
laws  of  all  of  them,  would  confine  us 
upon  the  literal  con- 
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State.  Necessity  may,  in  law  contemplation,  excuse  an  act  which 
otherwise  would  be  unlawful.  But  such  act,  so  to  be  excused,  must 
result  from  individual  exertion  upon  a  pressing  and  inevitable  oc- 
casion, or  from  the  intervention  of  the  executive  branch  of  govern- 
ment under  similar  circumstances.  Then  the  maxim  might  apply, 
"  Necessitas  non  habet  ligem.** 

But,  admitting  the  position,  that  necessity  may  justify  the  adop- 
tion of  a  law  not  within  the  literal  construction  of  the  Ordinance, 
then  it  goes  to  all  cases ;  for  the  adopters  and  publishers  can  have 
the  only  legal  power  of  judging  of  the  necessity,  and  as  their  judg- 
ment may  extend  to  all  cases,  they  might  ^ter  into  the  principles 
of  despotism.  Were  we  to  be  confined  for  any  length  of  time  to 
the  principles  of  common  law,  we  are  fearful  of  very  precarious 
consequences.  The  common  law,  as  adopted  in  the  States,  while 
colonies,  entered  essentially  into  the  principles  of  monarchical  gov- 
ernment, and  therefore  can  not,  with  propriety,  be  applied  here. 
But  upon  thir  present  view  of  the  subject,  the  common  law  must  be 
applied,  or  tlie  actions  of  men  be  left  to  the  direction  of  natural 
licentiousness.  There  are  many  cases  of  evident  utility  to  which 
the  common  law  doth  not  extend.  The  cases  of  last  wills  and  tes- 
taments;  intestacies  in  cases  of  per-(»nal  })roperty,  and  all  the  con- 
sequent distributions  of  estates.  >»cither  do  we  conceive  that  the 
matter  can  be  varied  by  Congress,  by  a  new  ordinance,  or  by  a 
declaratory  act.  As  to  the  first,  the  Constitution  must  be  considered 
in  the  light  of  a  compact  between  the  United  States  and  all  the 
settlers.  Without  the  express  consent,  therefore,  of  botli  parties,  it 
can  not  be  altered,  and,  as  to  the  second,  a  declaratory  act  can  not 
vary  the  legal  construction  of  a  pre-existing  law.  Nor,  indeed,  can 
we  perceiye  how  it  can  be  applied  at  all  in  the  case  of  charters  or 
national  com])acts. 

When  your  Excellency  shall  have  made  uj)  your  mind  upon  this 
part  of  the  subject,  we  will  enter  into  a  discussion  u])on  the  second 
question ;  and  as  that  may  be  decided,  animadversions  may,  or  may 
not  become  proper  upon  the  third. 

We  are  fallv  impressed  with  the  delicacy  of  your  Excellency's 
situation,  and  are  not  unmindful  of  our  own.  We  should  l)e  un- 
happy indeed  to  subject  ourselyes,  in  matters  of  such  importance, 
to  the  censure  of  the  sovereign  ])ower,  but  as  our  opinion  in  this  in- 
stance results  from  legal  information,  so  far  as  we  possess  it,  we  feel 
ourselves,  as  law  judges,  above  the  reacii  of  rej)reh(Mision.  Our 
gratification  will  be  great  indeed,  if  by  conference,  or  otherwise,  we 
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cau,  witb  jijiir  Excellency,  suruiouot  the  pre»!Ut  onibarraasmait. 
Uur  ihit}-,  a-s  ivfU  as  oiir  warmest  perwiinl  uttac)imoQl£,  promjitu  lu 
to  cijDciir,  in  every  practicable  legal  measure,  to  pmmuU^  the  public 
good,  and  ri'iulur  to  your  Excellency  entire  Batisfactioii. 


GOVERKOI!  Kt.  CtAIB  TO  JlTIKiES  PaRSOSS  AND  VAHTfUH. 

Fort  IIahmar,  Avswt  1, 17S8. 
Oniflemen:~l  have  received  the  letter  of  yesterday's  date  which 
you  (lid  niu  lin'  lionor  to  writ*.  If  your  lioiKin  will  inform  me  of 
Iliu  precise  miiining  yon  affix  to  the  wonl  "  Inw,"  »!f  expreawtj  in 
tlic  cluu.-if  of  lliv  Ordinance  of  Congna*,  referred  to  in  your  letter, 
I  shall  be  liclK  r  able  to  explain  my  sptitiments  upon  the  difforent 
mutlcrs  villi  liiivi;  npened,  which  I  shall  do  with  the  utmost  freedom, 
hut  mil  (o  ciuli  other,  which  is  a,  kind  of  correspondeuco  that  could 
not  h<^  ii'Tw-abk'  to  either.'  ' 


GovniNai;  St,  Clair  to  Jrnincs  Paksoxs  axd  Vakntm. 
FoKT  IIai:mai!,  Awp:~f  7.  17S8. 
flnillnnn, ;— I  wa<  in  hopes  l!uit  i.iv  l„.iii;r  icilLnue^  of  ihe  pre- 
cise i.K-aiiiu-  you  bad  iitfisnl  to  tbe  «or.I  hivv.s  lis  used  in  Ibe  Ordl- 
iiar.ee  of  Tou-ress.  ivbicl,  enipouvrs  tbe  (ioveriior  aud  jiid-cs  to 
a.lo],t  iiTid  publish  sii.b  of  iboso  of  (lie  ori-inul  Siales  ns  may  lie 
uecf.-sji.T  aud  suiled  lo  Ibe  eiiviimsljinees  of  the  disul.l,  iiiul,  lis  it 
is  used  Ju  your  leti.T  of  Ibe  31st  ..f  July,  woulil  biive  tbrov.i  snuie 
li-bl  iijinu'tbat  lotler  and  Hmrleucd  llie  aiis«,T  I  sh.>ubl  h-  obii^red 
t.,  nuike  lo  it.  I  must  have  Ikvu  v-iv  uiii;.rturuH<)  in  the  luauuer  iu 
wbieb  I  expivssvd  iuv«i,-b  t.i  ktiow  wlial  lliut  tueauiii^- ivivs;  for 
tbe  «>,r>l  io  ihe  ( Irdiuuu.',;  is  .-b.ii-ly  <iistiii.u'uisi,ed  fr..rn  Ibe  eodes  or 
bodies  of  bi«s  of  llie  orl-iuul  Slates,  iudeliuilely  as  tliey  refer,  in 
tbeir  jretieral  nature  luid  spirit,  to  the  vast  varielv  of  s-ibjeets  about 
Wbieli  tbey  are  e.uiversaiit.  I  eau  u->t  liud  bow  ibis  explanation 
api>lies.      i  «ill  not,  iiowever,  trouble  you  imy  further  about  it,  hut 

I  oh.siTve  voii  say  it  is  one  of  tbe  .piestj.uis  luiMti-  out  .>f  mine 


'Tlicri'i.h-..f  tliejmii.'s-Iiiii.l  Aii^e-l  -J.!, 
-Til.;  id.-:,s,  .ir,  lli:it  «■-  leiv.,  ,,.l,.|.i..a   :oe  I 
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of  the  30th,  whether,  in  forming  and  transcribing  laws,  we  should 
connect  with  general  subjects  all  the  particulars  that  may  have  re- 
lation to  these  general  subjects.  Another  is,  how  far  the  particulars 
suggested  respecting  the  probate  law  may  have  influence  with  you, 
gentlemen,  I  know  not ;  they  have  very  great  with  me. 

In  forming  laws  on  general  subjects,  it  may  be  difficult  to  con- 
nect all  the  particulars  that  may  have  relation  to  those  general  sub- 
jects. So  far,  however,  as  it  is  possible  to  recollect  all  the  particu- 
lars, it  should  be  done ;  and  these  particulars  be  inserted  in  and 
become  parts  of  the  same  law ;  and  after  all  the  attention  legislators 
can  pay  to  the  particulars,  it  will  almost  always  be  found,  when  the 
laws  are  put  in  operation,  that  many  things  have  been  omitted,  and 
consequently  must  be  supplied,  and  frequently  from  their  taking  a 
different  direction  from  what  was  expected  and  designed,  explained. 
Forming  and  transcribing  laws  I  take  to  be  two  very  different 
things.  In  transcribing  laws  (which  expression,  to  give  it  meaning 
here,  must  be  referred  to  the  hiws  of  some  of*  tlie  original  States 
that  iniiy  1)0  thought  pr()j)er  to  bo  a<]()])ted),  I  presume  we  must  take 
them  as  wo  find  them,  so  far  as  thoy  ap])ly  to  our  circumstances. 
There  is  another  circumstance  besides  which  influences  me  not  a 
little.  It  was  hinted  at  only,  and  distantly;  it  may  now  be  proper 
to  mention  it  expressly. 

When  I  have  bound  mvself  l)v  law  to  the  execution  of  an  office, 
unless  the  j)owers  and  duties  of  that  office  are  detailed  in  the 
law,  a  difference  of  opinion  respecting  those  duties  and  powers 
may  arise,  and  I  run  the  risk  of  being  obliged  to  be  guided 
entirely  bv  the  rules  of  common  law,  should  it  be  an  office  known 
to  the  common  law;  or  if  it  is  not  known  to  the  common  law,  by 
rules  that  1  may  think  impose  either  too  much  or  too  little  restraint. 
To  this  risk  I  am  not  willing,  nor  is  it  ])roper,  to  expose  myself,  be- 
cause I  should  thereby  lose  the  control  which  I  think  the  Ordinance 
has  given  me  in  all  cases.  Here,  again,  I  am  afraid  1  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  differ  in  opinion  with  your  honors;  for,  from  another  part 
of  your  letter,  it  seems  to  be  your  opinion  that,  where  three  of  the 
judges  agree  in  adopting  and  publishing  a  law,  it  will  ac(juire  the 
requisite  validity  without  the  consent  of  the  Governor.  The  passage 
in  the  Ordinance  is  in  these  words :  "  The  Governor  and  judges,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  shall  adopt  and  publish,"  etc. 

It  is  true  the  punctuation  would  favor  the  construction  you  seem 
inclined  to  put  upon  it;  but  I  believe  it  is  not  the  true  sense,  and 
that  Congress  intended  the  assent  of  the  (jovernor  should  be  neces- 
sary to  all  laws  adopted  during  the  existence  of  the  stage  of  the 
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U'liiiiiiriii'yK'"'*"''""^*'*'''^  *''^"  '"' '"  ""  '''**■*  formed  by  tIuiO«&«ral 
AhavniblviiiVi'  it  shall  have  bfuiii  organised.  I  coDceive, gcntlcmeii, 
(Jiiiijin'ss  tlioii^'lit  ilicro  would  he  an  itupritjiriety  iu  liMH-ing  tbe 
uilogitiiiri  i>r  lu»H  liy  whinh  the  i>W)])l«  of  thn  dlilrict  were  for  a 
time  ti'  111'  jjiiVirtiod  Bolcly  U>  tlie  pcrwm*  who  wcrp  tg  expiiliiitl 
thfin :  mmli  ^Tinter,  howovpr.  would  tlmt  iinitropHcty  bo  if  the 
claiii'e  ut'  ilii'  I  'nliiiauce  goes  ddI  only  to  Eidopiion,  but  to  the  fin-am^ 
linij  iij'  luwr-,  'I'lic  judges  would  in  tbatcaao  bo  comjJote  Icgiulaton;, 
iihicli  U  iln'  Miy  definitioQ  of  tyranny  ;  and  though  that  arrange- 
Tiii'iii  niifrlil  ill  >'>ur  itand»,  goDtleiUPii,  jirfKlueo  a»  i>vils,  no  man  eaa 
tvll  h'lw  hill;.'  ilii-t  ptta^  of  the  government  will  last,  or  wtio  may  be 
yiiiir  MH'('i't.Mir- ;  rmrtMidd  it  fail  to  produou  much  untMieiness  in  the 
niitiils  iif  llii'  |ni-|ilo  uver  whom  at,  ptwsihly,  oppressive  an  authority 

W,l-.■Wlllll)^ll^,l.  ■       ' 

Viiitr  liini'ii-.  in  anotlter  part  of  your  letter,  hava  BUppIUnl  a  j>ro- 
vi-n  III  ilir  I  iirliiKinca  to  elucidate  the  lupanioK  of  this  i-'hiuiu!  in  an- 

oiliir  jiiiiiii  I.I'  vifw.  Permit  inc  to  suggest  one  in  tlie  present.  The 
i  I  iviTiii"-  iiriil  I  111- judges,  or  a  majority  of  tbmii,  iirnvided  the  Gov- 
cniiir  Iw  i>iii'  i>I'tiiut  iii:ijiiritv,  shall,  etc. 
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by  the  **  Ties,  conuections  and  sulx)rdinations"  that  are  said  to  exist 
in  colonial  governments,  and  to  which  laws  must  be  applied.  I  do 
not  take  these  **  ties,"  etc. ,  whatever  they  are,  to  be  at  all  the  objects 
of  laws ;  **  the  existence  of  government  might  indeed  be  en- 
dangered." 

No  law  which  would  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  or  destroy  the 
ties,  connections  and  subordinations  of  this  district  in  the  United 
States  could,  consistent  with  our  duty,  be  either  formed  or  adopted, 
and  laws  that  might  have  an  express  and  declared  j^urpose  to 
strengthen  those  ties  would,  in  effect,  weaken  them,  because  they 
rest  upon  a  different  foundation,  which  every  such  law  would  tend 
to  sap.  It  is  unsafe  ground,  and  ought  not  to  be  traveled  upon.  I 
presume  not  to  say  **  what  the  powers  ought  to  have  been."  As 
thev  are,  and  as  I  understand  them,  thev  seem  calculated  to  answer 
all  the  purposes  the  "  framers  of  the  Ordinance"  could  have  had  in 
view— to  provide  for  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  people  who 
might  remove  into  this  country,  and  to  protc^ot  tlieir  pn»j)ortv  until 
thev  should  be  sufficient) v  nuinorous  to  loij^islate  for  thiMiisolvos: 
and  to  preserve  them  in  a  due  do])eudence  upon  the  .L,a;nend 
government. 

I  asrree  with  vou,  'rontlemcn,  that  the  clause  in  question,  and  overv 
other  clause  in  the  Ordinance,  should  receive  a  liberal  construction, 
wherever  they  are  in  the  least  doubtful ;  and,  as  it  in  some  measure 
partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  charter,  is  to  be  expounded  favorably 
to  the  LTantees ;  but  it  is  one  thin'^  to  construe  a  f^'ant  liberally, 
aad  another  to  add  to  the  ^^rant  by  construction  that  was  never  in 
the  contemi)lation  of  the  grantor  ;  and  this  is  pnM'isely  what  I  think 
would  follow  should  vour  o])inion  on  the  clause  be  thouirht  the  best. 
That  we  may  adopt  entire  *'  laws  of  any  of  the  old  States,"  if  we 
think  they  suit  our  circumstances,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  for  tliat  is 
the  L'enuine  and  liberal  construction  of  tlie  clause.  That  we  mav 
adopt  "  such  parts  of  any  particular  law"  as  may  be  necessary,  is 
within  the  spirit  of  it.  That  we  may  make  a  law  (for  here  the  word 
*' adopt"  will  not  serve  us)  consistini,^  of  the  diOerent  parts  of  laws 
of  different  States,  and  chan«:re  the  diction,  I  believe  we  have  no 
powcT  to  do.  I  can  not  discover  the  leasr  difference  between  this  and 
lesrislatinii:  oriii^inallv,  which,  so  far  from  i)ormittin'^  us  to  do,  iu  mv 

1  *Z?  *  -  ft.      '  '  X  •17'  '  ^ 

opinion,  it  was  the  design  of  Congress  to  ])revent. 

I  am  certain,  gentlemen,  that  (\)ngress  had  the  best  and  kindest 
intenti(ms  towards  the  Colonv,  and,  for  that  very  reason,  directed 

*'    '  '  ft'  ' 

us  to  laws  the  usefulness  of  which  had  been  slamjxxl  by  exf)erience, 
and  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  laws  that  might  not  be  "con- 
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iiiriuttble  to  the  CuDstitutioD  of  the  Uoit«l  States,  o 

with  reijubiieaii  jiriuciples; "  or  that  iriight  suiijKirt  tJic  principles 

a.  muUiiruJij-.  tiny  iviiuld  not  suffer  us  to  mtiko  uow  im 

I  iLiu  Buusiliiu,  giiullemeii,  that  I  run  n  risk  of  cxpoaiiig  myself  fa 
ridiiiile  iu  ojipiwiiig  my  opinions  to  youre  in  nmtWnj  of  ■'  legal  co 
wtructiuu."     It  is  u  subject  your  thoughts  muel  have  been  miM;li  u 
eri'isi'il  upou,  and  huvo  liad  much  ex|>t;rienct'  in  the  np|)lJt'ulion  of  iIibI 
riilfji  that  pivcrn  it;   but  my  plain  reostiu,  unenlighU'm.-<i  by  Ii'gtd.1 
liicflii'-  iLiiil  (ii,-lii)i.'liou8,  tells  me  thai,  where  I  liave  ii'njplion  giv» 

I-  Ml-  liiith  of  two  things,  no  uontit ruction  that  can  bs-l 
\-v<U  fiiving  that  option,  will  justify  me  in  rejerljns  I 
-liti;;  upon  a  thinl.  Our  using  the  word  adopt  would  i 
iiiiitliT;  tbo  cxJHtenee  of  tbiiiga  adopted  is  suppoaoj  ' 
\-m ;  and,  by  no  ruk>  wiiatever,  can  the  act  of  calling  | 
:  Ir'  made  oouvertible  with  adoption,  which  a  only  I 
fur  choice,  or  election.  I  liope  you  will  excuse  t 
I  Clin  not  comprehend  what  a  meant  by  "our  I 
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acter  results,  not  from  that  of  judge,  but  is  separate  and  distinct, 
and  might  have  existed  in  different  persons,  in  nature  as  mrell  as 
legal  contemplation.  If,  bj  these  limitations  the  legal  operations 
are  confined  to  too  narrow  bounds,  I  see  no  hope  but  in  soliciting  an 
alteration  in  the  Ordinance.  Our  entering,  therefore,  ''  into  the 
principles  of  despotism,**  seems  not  a  very  natural  consequence. 

In  mj  former  letter  I  mentioned  that  I  had  assented  to  the  militia 
law  under  the  full  impression  that  it  was  liable  to  objections,  and 
exposed  its  authors  to  censure  from  Congress ;  but  that  I  thought 
the  necessity  of  self-defense,  which  is  amongst  the  first  laws  of  na- 
ture, and  can  not  be  abrogated  by  written  laws,  would  justify  it.  I 
think  so  still ;  nor,  so  far  as  it  respects  myself,  shall  I  be  satisfied 
with  being  merely  excused.  I  shall  not  knowingly  do  any  thing  in 
my  public  character  that  stands  in  nccfl  of  an  excuse.  Should  I, 
at  any  time,  pass  beyond  the  line  of  duty  as  it  is  prescribed,  if  the 
deviation  can  not  be  justified,  I  hope  it  will  be  punished.  Ko  ex- 
cuses should  be  admitted  for  men  in  public  trust.  I  shall  offer 
none. 

I  agree  that  the  Ordinance,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  dcsc^ont  of 
lands,  to  wills,  and  intestate  estates,  must  be  consi<lere(l  **  as  a  com- 
pact between  the  United  States  and  all  the  settlors,"  and  can  n(^t  be 
altered  by  a  declaratory  act.  But  eurely  it  does  not  follow  that 
where  there  are  doubts  about  the  meaning  of  roirnlations,  not  stipu- 
lations, that  they  may  not  be  explained,  and  their  true  intent  and 
meaning  fixed,  by  a  declaratory  act. 

You  are  mistaken,  gentlemen,  if  you  suppose  my  situation  to  be 
more  delicate  than  your  own,  or  that,  if  it  were,  I  should  have  any 
reluctance  in  complying  with  any  thing  tliat  aj)peared  to  mo  to  bo 
useful  to  the  people  and  consistent  with  my  duty.  As  legislators, 
and  that  we  are,  in  a  certain  degree,  our  situaticm  is  unquestionably 
delicate ;  for,  ui)on  the  manner  in  which  we  discharge  that  trust, 
depends  the  happiness  of  a  great  many  people  for  a  length  of  time, 
as  well  as  our  own  reputations ;  and  our  names  will  accordingly  be 
mentioned  with  approbation  or  reproach,  long  after  we  are  laid  in 
the  silent  dust ;  and,  in  that  character,  we  are  all  equally  liable  to 
the  reprehension  of  Congress  for  misconduct. 

It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  the  public,  not  to  ex- 
pose myself  to  the  censure  of  those  who  have  a  right  to  judge  of 
my  conduct  at  present,  or  to  that  of  posterity,  and  I  will  endeavor 
to  fulfill  it. 

If  you  meant,  by  the  delicacy  of  my  situation,  to  put  me  in  mind 
that  my  office  of  Governor  is  held  by  a  slighter  tenure  than  yours 
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as  jihIk'"'.  v'"  liJtve,  I  Hcliove,  a  littlo  mutak^it  my  cliaraott?r.     If. 
I  kiiinv  myself,  it  is  neither  omolunipnt  nor  any  otlier  circuuiBliuM 
cDLiifi'ii'd  witli  uiik-e  that  would  indupo  nie  lu  hold  any  oiio  mw 
mtnt  lunger  tlmn  I  could  discharge  it  with  honur,  eml  tu  tlie  eali 
fuolion  (if  uiy  owu  conscience.     No  pcrHiiii,  howovur,  under  tl 
appointnu'nt  <jf  C'.ingiws,  will  bo  expti»cil  to  Uic  altcntuUvB  of  quit-J 
ting  liid  oiiicG  or  »icrEGuiiig  liia  con*ci«ni'o  or  \m  boiior. 

I  iirii  very  st-usiljlc,  geutlcnieii,  tbat  aa  law  judges  3^011  will  t\6x 
bo  iiliive  the  rciu'h  of  peproheneion,  bpoailse  your  ouoduct  will 
ba  ilircclcd  Ijv  tlic  utricteMt  iijl«grity  aud  unbiajtcd  judgment,  wbidt 
will  fiirci:  the  apimiliation  uf  mankiud.     Suffer  rao  Ui  hope  that, 
wliilo  I  follow  you  iu  that  hooorahb  walk,  I  luay  uut  be  left,  entirely 

out     nf     fiigUt. 

I  received  wiili  much  gratitude  the  cxprcwions  of  pereonal  attadr 
mciit  you  arc  pleiiseil  to  mako.     I  assure  you  tbcy  are  mutual,  and 
that  noil] iiig  eau  Ito  more  desirable  than  to  concur  with  youinevi 
itu'upure  I'l  jmimote  the  public  good,  nor  sbaJI  I  kvct  refuse  to 
wi,  but  when  a,  perhaps,  mittlaken  sense  of  duty  intervenes  to  pror' 
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GovfiBNOR  St.  Clair  to  General  Butler. 

Fort  Harmar,  August  Ith,  1788. 
Sir: — ^I  was  favored  with  youre  of  the  3d,  which  reached  me  yes- 
terday. I  am  very  sorry  that  the  Senecas  come  by  way  of  Pitts- 
burgh, because  they  will  be  exposed  to  insult  at  least,  if  not  injury, 
on  their  way  from  thence.  It  could  not,  however,  have  been  owing 
to  the  changing  the  place  of  meeting  that  they  have  chosen  that 
route,  for  they  could  not  have  heard  of  it  before  they  set  out  from 
their  homes,  unless  they  received  intimation  of  it  from  that  place. 
I  purposely  avoided  giving  them  any  notice  of  it,  because,  if  they  had 
come  to  the  falls,  it  would  have  been  very  little  more  trouble  to  them 


to  the  mouth  of  Cuyahoga  Rivor;  thence  up  said  river  to  the  portage  between  It  and 
the  Tnscawaras  branch  of  Muskingum,  thence  down  that  branch  to  the  forks  of  the 
crossing  place  above  Fort  I^wrcnce:  thence  with  a  lino  to  be  drawn  westerly  to  the 
portage  on  that  branch  of  the  Big  Miami  on  which  the  fort  stood  that  was  taken  by 
the  French  in  1732,  until  It  meets  the  road  from  the  lower  Shawanese  town  to  San- 
dusky: thence  south  to  the  Scioto  Rivor;  thence  with  that  river  to  the  mouth,  and 
thence  up  the  Ohio  Rivor  to  the  place  of  beginninjif,  shall  bo  a  connty.  and  the 
same  is  hereby  erected  into  a  county,  named  an«l  hcreaftor  to  1)*'  calh.Ml  the  county 
of  Washington.  And  the  said  county  of  Washington  shall  havt?  and  enjoy  all  and 
sinirular  llio  jurisdiction,  rifjhts,  liberties,  i)rlvilci;;es  and  immunities  whatsoever  to 
a  county  b-.-longinif  and  aiipertalnin'r,  an«l  wliich  any  otlwr  county  that  may  here- 
after be  erected  and  laid  out.  shall  or  ousxht  to  enjoy  conformably  to  the  Ordinance 
of  Congress  before  mentioned. 

In  witni'SH  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  sot  my  hand  and  caused  the  seiil  of  the  Ter- 
ritory to  be  a  fTixed,  this  twenty-si.xth  day  of  July,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  In- 
dependence of  the  I'nited  States,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ITS-S. 

AiiTHi'ii  St.  Clair. 

Friday,  July  27.  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  issue  commissions  of  Justi<?e  of 
the  iVace  and  Quorum  to  Ilufus  Putnam  and  Benjamin  Tupper,  Ksquires.  WIu- 
tliroj*  .Sariiront  was  commissioned  Justice  of  the  Peace  throujjlioutthe  Territory. 

July  30th.  Comniissionetl  Justices  of  the  Pijatu.*— Return  Jonathan  M«.'ijrs.  Thomas 
Lord  and  Isaac  IVirce;  for  Justice  of  Peace  and  Quorum— Archib.ihl  Crary:  JudjrcH 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  of  "The  Court  of  Cieneral  Quarter  Sessions  of 
the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Washingtcm  "  (a  court  of  record)— Rufus  Putnam,  Ben- 
jamin Tupper,  Archibald  Crary,  Isaac  Peirce.  ttn<l  Thomns  Lord;  Prothonotary  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  (leneral  (Quarter  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  with  authority  to  keep  the  seal— Return  Jonathaii  .^^<•i;"■. 

August  the  2d  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  issue  the  followinjr  military  orders: 

County  of  W.vsniNfjTON— CfENr.RAL  Ordehs. 

The  following  gentlemen  are  appoint«'d  officers  in  tlie  militia,  and  are  to  be  obeyed 
as  such  accordinj?  to  their  several  stations: 

In  the  Senior  C/w*— Nathaniel  Cushlu'^,  Esq.,  Captain;  George  Ingersoll,  Cient., 
Lieutenant;  James  Bacchus,  Gent..  Ensipn. 

In  the  Junior  C/aj»«— Xathaniel  Goodale,  Esq.,  Charles  Knowles,  Esq..  Captains; 
Wanton  Casey.  Gent.,  Samuel  Stebbins,  Gent..  Lieutenants :  Joseph  Lincoln,  Gent., 
Arnold  Colt,  Gent.,  Ensi.rns;  Samuel  Stehbins,  Crent..  Adjutant. 

The  Captains  are  to  i)roc(!ed  to  form  their  companies  immediately,  agreeably  to 
the  militia  law,  by  enrolliniif  all  and  every  m:ile  ]n»rson,  not  exempted,  within  the 
county.  The  numbers  to  be  enrolled  in  th(;  .St?nlor  Class  will  depend  upon  the  num- 
ber of  persons  «)f  that  lepal  description  now  prt^sent.  The  Junior  Class  will  hu^lude 
all  others,  not  as  before  exempted,  and  they  must  be  divided  so  as  to  mak?  e:ich 
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ilie  mjiith  of  t.bo  Sluskiugum,  aud  tliat  was  the  way  I 
11  tn  crmie. 

A  ^  how  the  people  of  the  VirgiDia  side  may  behave,  cer- 
I'Hvcver,  they  arc  not  only  indiapOKed  toward  the  Id- 
1  the  treaty,  aud  I  dnubt  very  much  if  Mr.  Zane  has  it 
V  to  restrain  them ;  should  he  attempt  it,  aud  does  not 
A  ill  i)e  worse  thuu  if  uuthing  had  been  said  about  it,  and 
y  ratp  will  draw  numbers  of  them  to  the  river. 
Iliiniiiir  run  sjmre  110  tniopH  from  this  place,  but  he  has 
I..  (Villain  Zeigler,  who  he  expects  will  be  at  Fort  Pitt 
,:il;c  the  Indians  under  him,  and  eae/)rt  them  to  this  place, 
not  set  off,  and  C'aptniu  Zeigler  should  not  be  arrived  or 
,  I  «ish  y<JU  ivoidd  detain  them  until  he  is  and  they 
w"  hurry,  fi>r  I  do  not  yet  know  when  the  Indiana  from 
\\\\    1.0  diiwii,  nor  have  I  much  reason  trt  expect  them 

-Hy  «-  mi.y  1.1-  Dt  cqniil  strciiEtli.    As  more  InhahiUnla  arrive,  Iher 

HI.  ;n  iiPurL)-  jn  iiiny  \>v.  unlil  each  oniDpany  hii»  rcucUod  Its  oatab- 

(.  F.\ifx\m:t  Spr.mt  wns  cummisflionea  Sheriff  (or  one  yeor. 
Llj,  Wlllinm  rorUs  cononl'^aLunerl  rlert  of  the  General  Court  of  ths 

r.iiriis  PutHiim  mmmlitamucd  Juds.'  i>r  Probnlc.    The  commlislon 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Fort  Harmar,  Augtist  17,  1788. 

ISft: — After  so  long  a  silence  as  from  the  22d  of  last  month,  and 
when  events  of  great  moment  are  ripening,  I  am  sorry  to  have 
nothing  of  consequence  to  communicate. 

I  then  mentioned  my  expectations  tliat  the  messenger  I  had  sent 
with  the  remonstrance  to  the  Indians  would  return  in  six  days.  He 
did  return  within  a  day  or  two  of  that  time,  and  brought  from  the 
Dela wares  and  Wyandots  the  inclosed  speech.  No.  1,  which  is 
nothing  to  the  purpose,  and  to  which  I  returned  the  answer.  No.  2, 
to  the  Pipe,  through  whom  their  speech  came.  In  a  few  days  after, 
the  Pipe  and  several  Wyandots,  amongst  whom  were  a  son  of  the 
late  Half  King  and  another  young  chief,  came  in  here  and  delivered 
in  council  (for  every  thing  is  done  with  these  people  seriatim)  the 
paper  marked  No.  3,  to  which  I  returned  the  answer,  No.  4.*  Next 
day,  the  Pipe  addressed  me  on  the  subject  of  the  Chipj>ewas,  who 
are  in  confinement  here,  endeavoring  to  exculi)atc  tliem,  and  tlirow- 
ing  all  the  blame  upon  those  wlio  had  eseajKMl  for  what  had  haj)- 
pened  at  the  falls,  to  which  I  returned  liim  an  answer  in  writing, 
No.  5.  In  reply,  he  acknowledged  that  wo  ha<l  reason  for  suspect- 
ing him,  and  did  not  nor  could  not  blame  us  for  confining  them ; 
still  it  was  the  Tawas  that  did  tlie  mischief,  and  they  had  escai)ed. 
These  were  Chippe was,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  requested 
they  might  be  released.  That  wa^  flatly  refused  him.  After  some 
time,  he  re])resentcd  that  the  two  men  who  had  esca[K*d  would  make 
very  false  representations;  that  they  had  aetually  done  so,  having 
reported  that  these  four  who  were  here  were  put  to  deatli  before 
thev  ran  awav,  which  was  the  reason  thev  did  it ;  tliat  if  one  of 
them,  if  I  would  not  release  the  whole,  (Mjuld  be  given  to  him,  he 
would  carry  him  to  the  meeting  at  the  Detroit,  confront  him  with 
the  others,  and  endeavor  to  remove  any  ill  impressions  tlicir  rej)ortfi 
might  have  made.  Under  the  appearance  of  much  concern  fur  and 
zeal  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  wliieh,  in  his  way,  he 
mixed  with  the  proposition,  I  thought  I  could  discover  some  fears 
he  had  of  the  resentment  of  the  nation  these  people  b.'longefl  to 
against  his  own  people ;  for  tlic  Dolawares  were  present  when  they 


'  These  inclusures  are  omitt«'d,  as  they  are  not  necessiary  to  th<.^  story,  which 
is  told  with  sutRciont  elearnoss  in  ihir  hotter?.     Th»?  Indians  rofcrrod  to  wore 
fencing  for  tinio,  until  the  council  on  the  Miami  should  cont'ludo  its  work. 
VOL.  II — 6 


i-r<ni(n<M'  cttuld  (low  IVoin  LTalilyinLr  liini  :  that  soni 
>  i.--l])lv  iniLzlit,  ami  that,  at  any  rate,  the  man  was  of  v 
i.-i'tjucncc. 

ive  been  verv  anxious  for  an  answer  to  the  niessiiffc  ; 
tions  at  the  Detroit  on  the  13th  ultimo,  but  as  it  was  tl 
it  left  the  Sandusky,  and  the  Six  Nations  w  ere  not  arri^ 
go  (at  least  their  arrival  had  not  been  heard  of  at  8a 
t  time),  and  the  other  nations  will  probably  do  nothii 
lout  them,  it  may  be  some  time  yet  before  it  will  reach 
not  think  they  will  decide  upon  their  answer  very 
have  been  a  great  many  Indians  here  lately,  chiefly 
nd  Shawanese  and  two  or  three  Senecas,  but,  except  t 
vo  Wyandots,  none  of  their  principal  men,  most  of  whc 
e  gone  to  their  council  at  the  Detroit, 
terday,  a  white  man  by  the  name  of  Zane,  who  wa 
er  when  young,  and  has  lived  with  the  Wyandots  fc 
came  here  with  his  whole  family.     Ho  intends  to  qu 
the  savage  life,  and  return  to  his  friends  in  Virginia, 
table.     One  of  his  brothers  lives  upon  the  Ohio  at  W 
as  a  member  of  the  late  convention  of  tliat  State.     \ 
^solution  proceeds  from  disgust,  or  from  an  apprehei 
r  that  he  would  rather  shun,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  ' 
|x?ars,  however,  to  be  a  decent,  sensible  man,  with  m 
savage  manners  than  might  have  been  expected  afU 
amongst  them  of  more  than  twenty  years.     He  says 
3  are,  for  he  mentions  nothing  as  of  his  own  knowled 

n    -i. „„^    ♦l.^f    fl^rt    QVi 
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guarded;  bat  when  Intoxicated,  it  is  the  general  talk  that  they  will 
niMiitwa  the  lands  on  the  north-west  nde  of  the  Ohio;  that  the  river 
shoold  be  the  boundary  betwe^i  us ;  that  as  they  were  compelled  to 
ugQ  the  treaty  at  tlie  Mituni,  the  comniissioners  shall  be  compelled 
to  sign  what  they  please  at  this,  and  should  they  refuse,  they  will 
go  to  war  immediately,  an^  go  to  the  treaty  prepared  for  the  alt«r^ 
native. 

I  have  letters  &om  the  messengers,  Wilson  and  Rinkin,  of  the 
19th,  and  from  lUnkin  of  the  20th  of  July,  copies  of  which  I  have 
inclosed. 

Every  thing  is  yet  in  a  state  of  great  uncertainty,  and  will  not 
clear  up  until  the  Six  Nations  get  to  the  council  at  Detroit ;  then  I 
may  have  some  reply  from  the  assembled  nations  that  will  let  some 
Hght  in  upon  it.  But,  sir,  if  it  should  take  an  unfavorable  tarn,  the 
OonsequeDces  will  be  fetal  to  the  frontier  countries,  and  even  the 
posts  that  are  occupied  by  the  United  States  on  the  Ohio  would  not 
be  very  safe :  not  that  the  Indians  could  make  any  imprecision  upon 
them,  but  the  water  commuQicttiou  would  be  cut  olF,  ujiou  which 
the  coDtractors  depend  so  much,  so  that  they  never  would  have  any 
stock  before  hand,  bSit  feed  them  from  hand  to  mouth.  Pardon  this 
hint ;  it  is  out  of  my  way,  to  be  sure,  but  it  came  across  me,  and  I 
could  not  suppress  it. 

In  consequence  of  General  Butler's  letter  of  the  3d  of  August,  I 
ap])lied  to  General  Harraar  for  some  protection  for  the  Senecas  that 
were  exiKJcted.  None  could  he  uflijrdcd  from  this  pout,  but  as  Cap- 
tain Zcigler  was  every  moment  expected  at  Fort  Pitt  with  a  com- 
pany, the  general  was  obliging  euoujrh  to  send  orders  for  bis  lialting 
there  for  them,  and  taking  them  under  his  protection  untii  he  ar- 
rived here.  At  the  same  time,  I  sent  directions  to  prevent  their 
leaving  Pittsburgh  before  Captain  Zeigler's  arrival. 

I  do  liope  the  people  along  the  river  will  not  be  mad  enough  to 
molest  them  on  their  passage ;  at  the  same  time,  I  own  I  fear  they 
will,  if  they  are  not  restrained  by  seeing  them  under  the  escort  of 
the  Continental  troops. 

General  Butler's  application  will  not  have  any  good  effect  should 
Mr.  Zanc  communicate  it,  wliich  I  think  he  will  not.  I  believe  it 
would  have  a  contrary  one  'to  wliat  he  expected  and  desired. 
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Wii.LiAM  Knox  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

War  Offkt-,  Anffvti  l8i/i,  1788. 

Sir: — Til  (hi'  uli^encc  of  tho  Secretary  ot  War,  I  have  the  honor 
til  ai'kDiiHloiljrv  tlif  receipt  ofyourfevore  of  tho  Wth  and  Itith  ult., 
with  thi'ir  iiiilii;^(ire8,  which  were  immediatdy  subiuitteii  to  Con- 
gress. The  imldfM'd  reAnlution of  tlie  12Ui  iustout,'  will  iinjualntj 
yiiu  with  the  dt'cbiuoB  of  that  body  In  eoDeequence  of  your  comniib 
uicalifms. 

I  also  iiirliw  yiiu  a  copy  of  the  Bt'crctary  of  War's  letter  of  tbu 
iBt  iiHt.,  "ilh  IT  ri'solve  (.•ontiniiing  the  SuiK'rizitcudoDtiif  Indian  AA"I 
(liir.-:,  >'urlln'rii  dij^trict,  in  office  for  two  muntlis  from  and  aflcr  the  j 
14tli  iru-t.' 


(!ovi;r:xnR  St.  Cujs  to  the  Governor  op  Viroinia. 
Fort  Haemar,  Sfptemhrr  Irf,  1788. 

.Sh-:—\n  iict  of  Conpreas  of  the  12th  ult..  in  whiph  the  Ei-  ' 
eciitivc.i  cif  Viijiiiiiii  aii<!  l'ciiiisylv;iiii;i  ;iri:  reiiucstc'd  to  liitld  rortain 
]iarl<  of  tlic  tiiiliii:i  <■(  ilirir  trmitiir  (Mimtifs  in  rcadiiicss  lo  iinitp 
with  th..  l'VkT,il  lrnn|,-  in  s,i,.l>  „iHTiitioi,s  as  thu  (Inverimr  „f  the 
W,.st.nL  T,n-iton-  ruay  Jiid-f  n.vosary  fur  ilic  i.n.l.-.'lim,  of  llie  iij- 
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troit,  and  it  was  expected  would  not  halt  long  at  the  mouth  of  the 
strait,  and  that  great  numbers  would  proceed  to  this  place,  but  with 
what  disposition  is  uncertain.  Should  these  be  unfriendly,  and  our 
attempts  to  conciliate  them  and  establish  a  solid  peace  prove  abor- 
tive, it  is  much  to  be  feared  that,  collected  as  they  will  be  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  settlements,  they  will  fall  upon  them  suddenly. 
In  that  case,  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  the  application  to  the 
Executives  so  as  that,  in  due  time,  the  necessary  orders  for  coun- 
teracting them,  and  protecting  the  inhabitants,  could  be  given.  I 
would,  therefore,  request  that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to 
give  the  necessary  orders  to  the  lieutenants  of  the  counties  of  Mo- 
nongahola  and  Ohio,  and  of  the  other  counties  below,  to  have  their 
proportions  in  readiness,  and  that,  on  my  application  to  them,  they 
should  be  marched  to  such  places  as  may  be  pointed  out.  I  do  ex- 
pect that,  if  tlie  Indians  come  here,  I  shall  be  able  to  develop  their 
designs,  if  they  have  hostile  ones,  before  they  are  in  readiness  to 
put  them  into  excciitiDn.  If  they  refuse  to  come,  no  doubt  about 
their  designs  will  remain,  and  other  and  more  general  measures  may 
be  necessary ;  at  any  rate,  your  Excolhrncy  may  rest  assured  tluit 
no  application  will  be  made  to  the  county  lieutenants  but  in  evident 
case  of  necessity. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  of  AYar. 

Fort  Harmar,  County  of  WAsnrNOTON,  Sept.  2il,  1788. 
Sir: — I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  12th  ult.,  to- 
gether with  the  act  of  Congress  of  that  dny  inclosed.  In  conse- 
quence of  that  act,  I  have  written  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and 
the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  requesting  that  they  WT)uld  give 
orders  to  the  lieutenants  of  the  frontier  counties  to  have  their  pro- 
portions of  the  militia  required  in  readiness,  and  that,  on  my  appli- 
cation to  the  lieutenants,  they  should  cause  them  to  be  marched  to 
such  places  as  the  officer  conunandiug  the  Federal  troops  should 
point  out.  Should  the  militia  be  at  all  necessary  to  protect  the 
inhabitants,  I  apprehend  the  oi)portunity  of  using  them  for  that 
purpose  would  be  lost  by  the  delay  that  will  attend  an  a])j>lieati(m 
to  be  made  to  those  Executives,  at  the  distance  they  are  from  us, 
after  the  necessity  appears  ;  for,  if  the  Indians  come  to  the  treaty 
with  hostile  designs,  they  will  endeavor  to  amuse  us  f  »r  some  time, 
get  whatever  they  can,  and  then  make  tlicir  str  )ke  suddenly,  and, 
as  they  may  suppose,  unexpectedly.  But,  m^t withstanding  what 
has  happened,  I  do  not  think  they  are  hostilely  inclined,  at  least 
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uot  generally ;  mul  1  ftill  liojx)  Ibut  mnttcrs  may  be  setllwl  i 
aiulralili'  liiiiiiiicr.     These,  at  least,  were  itiy  hoiM»  and  pxj«.vtation»  1 
iiiilij  Jlr.  Urnwii  itiflirmed  me  of  tlie  invasion  and  difposwssion  of  j 
the  CluTiikoi.-s  li_v  ilie  people  of  Frankliu.     ShouU  the  Ncrthem  j 
Indian:!  gtt  iut'iirmution  of  tliat  affair,  aud  llicrc  is  iitlle  reason  Ut  1 
auppiisc  tliey  will  nol,  I  do  not  see  liow  they  can  believe  us  to  bo  ii 
earnest  wlien  we  duclara  the  United  States  are  dispo^d  to  Ite  at  J 
pence  witji  all  the  nations.     Tbey  will  think  that  eithiT  wc  mran  to 
(iecf'iv:-  tlieni,  tn  lull  them  into  a  slate  <if  security,  that  they  may 
hernnie  the  more  fiisy  prey,  or  they  will  despise  us  aa  having  no   j 
cimlriil  iiviT  uLiniwu  people.     Ti>niorrow,  Pruvidcneo  (aud  tbey  ara 
luistalieu  wln>  i'lijipi't'e  they  are  deficient  in  prndcnee,  or  a  knowledge  , 
of  thi'ir  iiu  II  inleri'Sls)  will  lead  them  to  dwlinc  an  aceonimodatioo 
whidi  nii,L^lit  liu  (h  tiitul  to  them  as  nn  actual  aud  avowed  war ;  and 
it  k  ihi;  j-iiiiie  thiii^  tn  them,  whether  tlieir  misforliines  arose  Jroip  t 
the  uaiuriil  wrukiii'ss  or  relasatioa  of  our  government,  or  from  t 
want  <il'  iiuiiiiuul  faitJi,  the  consequcnoee  are  to  them  tho  eame;  norl 
will  it  Iio  p^l^silllc  to  make  them  comprehend  it,  or  believe  that  n 
speak  tnilli  wjicn  we  profess  to  diwiipprove  of  aneh  transactions,  < 
that  we  can  jjussihly  incan  peace,  iu  tlie  very  mmiiont  we  arc  kjiock- 
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But  the  detention  I  have  met  with  has  prevented  any  attention 
being  paid  to  the  settlement  on  the  Wabasli  and  Mississippi,  where 
I  believe  it  is  very  much  wanted.  So  soon  as  the  treaty  closes,  I 
shall  proceed  to  those  countries ;  but  the  season  is  so  far  advanced 
already,  that  it  appears  probable  our  residence  for  the  winter  must 
be  taken  up  here. 


Brigadier-General  Harmar  to  Secret^vry  of  War. 

Fort  Harmar,  September  4th ^  1788. 

Sir: — Captain  Zeigler  arrived  at  this  post  on  the  9th  instant,  with 
hLs  company,  tjtal  fifty-six,  escorting  the  Corn  planter,  Halftown, 
an  Oneida  chief,  and  several  of  the  Six  Nations,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  about  fifty,  including  men,  women  and  children,  in  order 
to  attend  the  treaty. 

I  have  the  mortification  to  inform  you  that  on  the  27th  of  July 
last,  a  party  of  tliirty-six  men  under  tlie  command  of  Lieutenant 
PetcTs,  who  were  detached  l)v  Major  liaintranick  to  brinir  uj)  |)ro- 
visions,  was  attacked  on  the  Wahash  near  its  mouth,  by  the  savai,^os. 
Ten  of  the  party  were  killed  and  eight  wounded. 


Governor  St.  Claiu  to  tiiio  Skciietauv  of  AVap.. 

Fort  Hakmau,  County  of  AVasiiin(;ton, 

Srptrmhrr  \4th,  1788. 
Sir: — I  had  the  honor  to  address  vou  on  tlie  'id  instant,  since 
which,  General  Butler,  with  fifty-one  (women  and  cliildren  inc^hided) 
of  the  Senecas,  arrived  here  on  the  Otli ;  amongst  th(\>e  tlie  principal 
persons  are  Cornplanter  and  the  Halftown,  tliirty-six  men  in  all. 
They  say  the  Six  Nations  are  desirous  to  he  at  i)eaee  with  the  United 
States.  The  next  day  after  tlieir  arrival,  an  application  was  made 
by  these  chiefs,  in  conjunction  witli  Guyasutha,  for  the  releasement 
of  the  Chippeway  prisoners,  in  the  name  of  their  own  nation,  the 
Cavuif:as,  the  Oneidas,  and  the  Delawares ;  of  the  Cavuiias,  how- 
ever,  there  is  only  one  here,  and  two  Oneidas,  and  these  last,  though 
the  application  was  made  in  the  name  (»f  their  nation,  would  not 
come  into  the  tent  when  it  was  delivered.  It  is  altogether  improbable 
that  thev  could  have  had  anv  direetions  on  the  sul)iect.  Thev  were 
told  that  the  whole  affair  had  been  represented  to  their  general  coun- 
cil, that  their  request  could  not  be  complied  with,  and  that  we  hoped 
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tn  have  ui)  nmn'  ^»licitaiiuu  uu  (liat  Lead.     Muny  uf  tiio  samo  kmd 
liiiil  liwu  iniulf  111  Qie, 

VistiT'iuv,  iv\ii  |>eieoiis  arriv»l  from  the  messcngeni.  IwloHed  arc 
cu[iii'»  iif  tlii'ir  li'iter,  and  uf  the  speeches  of  llie  WyiuiiioU,  deliv- 
uiTil  In  thuni,  am!  by  them.  From  these  it  appears  thnt  the  VVyan- 
iliiiK  lire  well  <li;;]>i>sed  Uiem«dves.  Thut  waa  oat  with  me  a,  dciubt- 
fiil  fircuni-^lurii'i'.  but  I  suspect  they  wiU  not  have  much  mfliienoe 
tipiiti  the  Wi'^iviJL  tribes,  who,  iKilwitlietaiidiui;  what  tbf  Kickupuoe 
Kiiv,  I  iiiive  mil  tha  least  expectation  tii  see.  The  other  nntions  K'ill 
be  litre,  liui  it  will  yet  be  tliree  we-eks  or  a  iiifinth  before  they  ar- 
rive. One  of  I  lie  men  (Isaac  Williams)  who  brought  these  dis- 
l)iiti;hc>B  irt  a  nm  uf  a  white  woman ;  Uvea  at  Sandusky ;  a  eendble 
youiip  man,  im^l  has  received  a  tolerable  education,  and  is  attached 
to  Ihe  I'liiled  States.  He  aays  that  Brant  did  not  go  with  the 
Seneetis  fnmi  Niii.L'ara,  but  that  he  left  tbem  there,  and  gnssed  up 
Lake  Erie,  and  n«  far  aa  the  country  of  tlie  Mis- 
etumed  down  the  Huron  and  St.  Clair  (o  Detnut, 
lent  nations  on  his  woy. 

of  the  mewcBKers  it  may  bo  nltscrved  that  a  large 
i:iv  be  cxpeetcd  huiv;  that  thev  uiv  ])iiitie(ilin' in 
inu-nt\<m  to  h,-  armed,  am)  tluii  lliey  tiiems,.]ves 
i  so  h.n-  by  the  desiie  -if  the  Wyandot^  thiil  tliev 


the  north  sid.' 
vi^i^iT]^I  the  difrei 


of    Itldi 
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other  embarkaiiou  from  Niagara 
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t  a  very  favorable  asjieet,  it  may 
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hat.som,.  uieasures should  U-lakeu 
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at  ail  events.     1  d..  n.>t.  Iiouvver 

see  that  we  eau  ]io.ssibly  do  more 
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act  in  small  detachments,  along  so  extended  and  weak  a  frontier,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  are  so  expensive  (in  the  end  often  more' so) 
than  offensive  operations, will  always  prove  abortive,  and  the  militia 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  are  too  distant  from  each  other  to  be 
joined— that  part  at  least  of  the  frontier  of  Virginia  from  which  a 
thousand  men  could  be  drawn.  Offensive  measures  should  then  be 
resorted  to,  but  these  the  state  of  public  affairs  forbids  if  they  can 
possibly  be  avoided,  and  nothing  in  my  power  to  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  them  will  be  neglected. 

But  a  war  with  the  Western  tribes,  at  least,  seems  inevitable,  both 
firom  the  circumstance  that  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  them  at  the 
treaty,  and  from  the  intelligence  General  Harmar  received  two  days 
ago,  which  as  he  transmits  it  by  this  opportunity,  I  forbear  to  trouble 
you  with.  A  war  with  them  will  probably  involve  some  others,  and 
it  will  soon  become  general.  In  that  case,  permit  me  to  give  you 
my  ideas  of  the  most  effectual  manner  of  bringing  them  to  their 
senses. 

From  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  to  Ouiatanon  is  little  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles ;  from  the  Little  Miami  to  the  Omie  (^Orai) 
or  Miamitowu  is  not  more  than  two  hundred,  if  niv  information  is 
right ;  from  Beaver  Creek  to  Cuyahoga  is  ninety,  and  from  Post 
Vincennea  to  the  Tcrre  Haute,  where  the  Piankeshaws  reside,  and 
to  the  settlements  of  the  Kickaj>oos  is  about  the  same  distance. 
Could  a  stroke  be  made  at  all  those  places,  nearly  about  the  same 
time  (and  it  might  Ije  so  calculated  as  to  happen  at  all  of  them  on 
the  same  day),  the  Indians  would  most  likely  so  divide  themselves  as 
to  make  success  at  each  highly  probable,  for  you  may  be  assured 
that  their  general  confederacy,  if  it  exists  at  all,  has  not  that 
efficiency  which  would  enable  the  heads  of  it  to  direct  its  force  to  a 
point  in  the  security  of  which  many  of  the  members  would  not  feel 
themselves  much  interested,  when  each  had  to  fear  for  themselves 
separately.  It  is  difficult  enough  among  nations  who  have  a  regular 
policy  and  strong  governments,  where  the  ideas  of  union  and  submis- 
sion are  familiar.  With  savages  it  is  impossible.  Neither  would 
these  operations  demand  a  very  great  number  of  men  or  very  con- 
siderable expense.  Between  three  and  four  thousand  militia  added 
to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  might  be  suf- 
ficient, and  surely  these  might  be  furnished  by  the  frontier  parts 
of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  con- 
venient to  their  respective  destinations.  The  French  settlements, 
too,  could  easily,  if  I  am  well  informed,  give  three  or  four  hundred 
men. 
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<.[HniUi»D  itiiglit,  I  conceive,  if  undertaken  at  a  proper 
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winild  imt  \jc  (lis|}lcaecid  with,  and  as  euch  I  rwiuest  you  to  wmsidcr 
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,s  iif  the  mesaougore  to  the  Wvaudotn  and  Delawarcs, 

tlnniirli.  |K'ili; 

iji.",  ndl  enough  iu  MtibstaiK'e,  fn,  in  my  opinion,  highly 

irii[,r-,iuT  ill  1 

lirm ;  neither  did  I  know  they  wert-  «o  instructo*!.  ai^ 

(i.'iu'niJ  lidtl 

IT  nsauree  me  thc-y  wcrfi  uol.     I  ehould  certainly  have 

<,l,j,.,'t>.,l  :,i.',iii 

tist  an  appHctalJou  in  the  iiamf  of  the  United  States  to 

iiiiy  i!!iti..ii  I.I 

1  earth,  much  more  to  a  few  savajieH.  *•  for  them  to  use 

tlldl-  illk■rL■^t 

and  influence  for  the  reatomiioo  of  prieoners,"  taken  in 

(vacc,  ti"i,  in 

id  in  vioIaUon  of  treaties.     It  may  have  arisen  from  a 

(tuMIVlll  lll»  i- 

uiid  with  much  ignorance  of  the  proper  mean)!,  and, 

i^iL^M.uM^' 

A  «'i(h  thoflc  naiiiina,  there  would  Iw  no  tironl  harm,  but 

!,■.  tin-  Til 
Tlji-iv  i. 


r^mmif<mm'-m**  .A. 
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P.  S. — I  suppose  the  following  numbers  might  suffice  for  all  the 
objects  mentioned  above :  To  march  from  Post  Vincennes,  500 ; 
to  march  from  the  Falls,  1,000;  to  march  *from  Limestone,  a  little 
above  the  Little  Miami,  1,400  and  2  pieces;  from  Beaver  Creek, 
1,000;  total,  3,900  and  2  pieces. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Samuel  H.  Parsons. 

« 

County  of  Washington,  Ter.  of  the  U.  S.,  N.  W.  &  C, 

Septeniher  14,  1788. 

Sir: — In  your  letter  to  me  of  yesterday,  you  say  that,  having 
been  employed  by  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  procure  a  survey  of 
lands  which  I  understand  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Territory,  after  having  commenced  the  survey  you  had  dis' 
continued  it,  from  an  apprehension  the  state  of  Indian  affairs  ren- 
dered a  [)Ui\suit  of  that  object  inii)r()pcr  at  this  time. 

I  am  very  well  })lease(l,  sir,  that  the  surveys  have  been  discon- 
tinued, for,  at  this  time,  wlieu  it  is  certain  that  the  miuds  of  the 
Indians  on  the  subject  of  lauds  are  not  very  easy,  and  when  great 
numbers  of  tlieni  are  hourly  exj)eeted  at  tliis  place,  in  order,  if  pos- 


con.sequonce  that  the  new  government  should  get  into  motion  witli  as  few  ex- 
ternal emharrassmenls  as  possible;  they  will  have  their  hands  full  enough 
of  internal  Viusine.-is.  I  am  happy,  however,  that  it  has  s«>  i'ar  :?uccoeded, 
and  all  Ameriea  are  verv  much  indehtrd  to  the  unwearied  p;'r.<ev«'ran('e  of 
the  patriots  of  New  York,  among  whom  our  friend  Hamilton  made,  I  find, 
a  ir.ost  conspieuous  figure.  Will  you  take  the  trouble,  .^ir,  to  present  him  my 
cumpliments?  You  will  be  |)leased  to  liear  that  the  settlement  iroes  on  \  ery 
well,  and,  if  they  can  have  peaee  a  little  while,  promi>es  t<>  an^'Wer  th<i  ex- 
peetuti(»ns  <jf  the  adventurers,  and  to  afibrd  an  a-ylum  to  many  veiy  worthy 
men,  who  have  sacrificed  themselves  to  the  public.  1  see,  as  yet,  nothing, 
however,  in  which  I  can  serve  the  interests  of  my  friends  and  mvself.  I 
shall,  therefore,  set  it  going  as  well  as  I  can,  and  give  plac*-  to  some  oth.er, 
for  the  sa  ary  will  bo  found,  I  am  sure,  to  be  no  comp<'n-atiofi,  and  I  have, 
heretofore,  |>aid  so  very  little  attention  to  m<tney,  and  my  family,  as  they 
grew  up  grow  also  so  expensive,  that  it  is  a  matter  I  must  turn  my  attention 
to — at  a  time  <'f  life  when  I  am  very  unfit  for  it.  and  with  liabits  that  are 
very  unfavcirable  to  it."' 

*  At  t!)e  Omi  Town,  there  was  a  fort  constructed  for  the  savages  bv  the 
British.  The  plan  of  campaign  thus  outliried  by  wSt.  Clair  was  a  good  one, 
and  if  it  had  been  adopted  by  the  government  in  1790  or  1791,  instead  of  the 
formal  expeditions  from  a  single  point  which  permitted  the  Indians  to  con- 
centrate, the  result  would,  in  all  probability,  have  b"en  very  different. 


«iliK-.  a 
I  do 


the  dn 
ehnu!>l 


7'he  Si.  Clm'y  Pti/xru. 

[i>  iiiijust  cVL-ry  objwt  of  toniroversy,  the  pursuing  1 
liiliii'led  with  very  ill  public  cuuBequences. 
iiiiily  kuDw,  sir,  whether  I  am  right  iu  another  ojnn*  | 
aw  1  linie  DOW  to  examine  it,  but  it  strikes  me  thai  1 
:'  Ciii];;rc98  ought  to  be  obtaiued,  and  OonnectlGuk- ■ 
itiiiiicd  that  coDwnt  before  auy  ajipmpriatiou  of  lands  J 
till'  Territory  of  the  United  Slatce  by  any  Hfat*. 
Lu  L'M,i.'utive  of  the  Territory  should  have  notice. 


lii![(iAiiii:ri-(!i:xnRAL  IIahmar  to  MA.inR  IIamtramck. 

FoKT  Hai^ab,  OcUjbrr  13.  1788. 
Driir  2fiijnr: — Ynu  will  aet  promptly  in  seizing  anj  ronfiniiig  thA  J 
Giiiiw  Tcte,  in  any  niher  villiaua  who  were  accessory  to  the  luiirclerj 
coiumittfil  lit  Sullivan's  Statlun.     I  obficrve  by  your  letter  of  tl 
I2t!i  I't' Aii^niiJi,  the  severe  stroke  which  the  party  under  Li^ulenanl 
I'ctei's  has  rctciveil.     The  intelligence  lias  been  transmitted  to  th^rS 
Wiir  <  tfli.-e.      Tli.r  new  L-iTniiiH-nt.  1   lii>[io.  « ill   >ii..ti   opcnilc.  and 
expeel,  in  the  onir-o  ol'  lUe  iivxt  y.w.  \vi;  sl.iill  not  tiiini'ly  siifli-r 
the  sul.jecls  ..f  tli<'  Uriitvl  Stiil.s  In"  he  iinir.l.ivil  by  thoM'  [ifrfidions 
savii-.'S.     Tlie  :^av;ii:ef.  ;m-.  in  my  ..pinion,  iiiiL^biii";:  a  frreul  drat  of 
niisi'lilcf,       I    have    il>/lai'ho.l   a    eaj'tainV   roinmaiid,    with    (.'iiplntu 
Hur.'hiii.-,  Ihr  fri'o-Nii.luT,  l^r  lii-  [iroL^vli^.n  t..  tlie  nionlli  of  the 
Sfi.,to,  ill  oriirr  lo  >urvy  ilii^  cxK^cior  liiK^s  of  M,-ssr:^.  Cutler  and 
Sargful's  ].iiii-!iu-r,    wliirli  w.akrns    this   -arrison  u<insiilorably,  at 
the  (ireseut  liiotiH'iit  moK  tspet'iallv.     Let  vour  fort  be  miuied  Fort 
Knos. 


Gi)vi:i;ni>[;  St.  f'l.Ari;  th  OF.xrr.Ar,  Knox. 

Ki.iiT  IlAitJiAi!,  OW.^«,-2fi.  Mm. 
«'■,— A  eapttal  opportunity  to  I'ili^bnrirh  presentlu;.'  it^-lf,  I 
cnnlil  not  kt  it  pii>s  wiilioul  writinir,  iililn-iiiih  1  hiivc  untbiiijr  to 
coniiininii'ale  ni<.re  lliaii  wlieu  I  wrote  lii>t.  i\lueli  wiis  ..ri  the  7th 
instant.  I  then  itifnriiie.i  you  nf  the  Indians  having'  hw,  Pent  out 
lor  iiii.'ili-enee;  two  of  thriii  reliirned  on  the  17lh,  but  brou^'bt  no 
satisfa<-l<>rv  li.Touiils.  iiiivin-  .-toppe.!  at  a  Htjie  S,.|.ec!i  vllla-e  called 
the  Wasp's  Town,  betwi^en  the  two  San.liiskys.  Their  iufbrmatiiui, 
as  I  t.iok  it  friiin  tin-  nioiidi  of  iIk-  iTiterj.feter.  is  as  (Mlow.s:  That 
tiiey  wen'  M'veii  d:iys  L'oiii.^-  to  the  ii|>per  Sanclirsky  ;  the  men  there 
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were  all  gone  away,  most  of  them  gone  to  the  Miami ;  went  on  to 
the  Wasp's  Town,  where  a  few  of  the  men  were  at  home ;  w^ere  in- 
formed there  that  the  nations  were  still  in  council  at  the  Miami,  and 
their  numbers  immense ;  that  Brant  had  spoken  so  differently  from 
what  had  been  expected  was  the  reason  they  had  been  detained 
there  so  long;  that  the  chief  at  the  Wasp's  Town  told  them  it  was 
a  great  day's  journey  for  a  horse  and  thj  road  very  bad  to  tlie 
Miami,  and  as  they  must  be  tired  with  their  journey,  they  should 
halt  where  they  were,  and  he  would  send  one  of  his  people  to  bring 
them  the  news ;  they  halted  two  days  to  rest  themselves,  and  then 
set  out  on  their  return,  leaving  the  third  man  to  bring  the  news,  and 
we  might  certainly  expect  him  in  four  days ;  that  there  were  various 
ill  reports  amongst  the  Indians  that  we  intended,  when  they  came 
here,  to  kill  them  all,  either  by  putting  poison  in  the  spirits  we  gave 
them  or  communicating  the  small-pox  with  the  blankets;  that  an 
Indian,  the  son  of  Abraham  Khun,  who  understood  English  very 
well,  had  heard  two  great  men  talking  together  at  Pittsburgh  about 
it,  and  that  it  was  agreed  upon  ;  that  old  Kliun  had  told  hi<i  j>eople 
of  it,  and  forbidden  them  on  tliat  account  to  come  hero ;  that  tlie 
western  nations  were  much  dissati??fie(l  with  Brant ;  had  put  liim 
down,  and  would  probably  kill  him. 

On  boinc:  asked  what  thev  meant  bv  Brant  talkinic  difierentlv 
from  what  had  been  expected,  they  said  ho  had  been  excitinti:  all  the 
nations  to  a  war  with  the  Americans,  and  they  were  dissatisfiefl  with 
him  for  that  reason. 

They  also  brought  a  strin^r  of  wampum,  and  delivered  a  short 
message  from  the  2)eople  at  AVasp's  Town,  which  was,  in  substance, 
to  request  that  we  would  still  have  patience,  and  we  should  hear 
from  them  soon,  and  expressive  of  some  fear  of  a  visit  from  us  at 
their  towns,  as  it  was  interj)reted,  but  the  interpreter  is  a  most 
stupid,  ignorant  fellow.  The  words  w^ere :  "Be  stroni^  and  have 
patience ;  you  seem  as  if  you  were  ready  to  come  and  speak  to  us 
here,  but  be  strong  and  sit  still,  for  in  a  few  days  you  shall  hear 
from  us."  In  a  former  letter,  I  observed  that  it  was  im[)ossil)le  the 
Indians  in  very  great  numbers  could  subsist  about  the  Miami  for  any 
length  of  time,  and,  therefore,  considered  that  they  must  have  dis- 
persed. It  would  seem,  however,  if  there  is  any  thing  in  the  above  in- 
telligence, that  they  arc  still  at  that  place.  Certain  it  is,  that  in  the 
country  about  the  Miami  game  is  very  scarce,  and  if  they  are  really 
there,  then  subsistence  must  be  derived  from  Detroit,  but  it  is  not 
probable  that  the  British  would,  or  indeed  could,  supply  s)  great  a 
number  of  people  from  that  post,  on  a  busiuess  such  as  that  of  the 


114  The  St.  a-iir  fidpn-s. 

Imiiiirii!  iisii:u.-ilily  is,  and  at  a  seaann  when  i'rcsh  BUppUcs  can  not  be 
lliniwu  iu  from  C'aaada.  Their  uumtiem,  tticn,  must  be  uironaid«r- 
alilo,  »)!■  tiny  are  diflitcrscd.  The  wUiitf  of  the  mttRHiifriTB,  fir 
tln-re  lias  ii't  a  wurd  eorne  since  that  I  liwt  tninstnitlcd  i>f  tlic  2%h 
uiiil  ■'tmli  III'  AiijfUitt,  is  an  extraordinary  circumstauco  J  n'T  have 
wiiiijiy  tliiuj^  I'mm  ihe  two  last  white  men,  who  left  here  on  the  20th 
of  Scjiti'inhiT.  On  the  JOth,  I  dispatched  the  Indian  who  calia  Liin- 
Btlf  (JcDrge  WiLshington.  I  have  milch  dependoiice  on  him,  and  lio 
pnipKSid  to  rclum  about  this  time;  TOMini,  I  hnve  n'l  doubt  he 
will,  unless  thi^y  kill  him,  aud  it  was  his  own  do^^luratlun  that  they 
eIuiiiIiI  not  ollicrwise  prevent  him. 

It  in  to  hi-  olisrrvcd  that  the  rcpijrts  about  Brant  Ij^ouffht  by  the 
Indian  iiiissi-n^'fru  ant  not  much  to  bo  depended  on  ;  they  were  the 
CornstalkV  jirdple,  and  sent  out  by  him,  and  between  tUeae  two 
there  i^ a  nmilai  and  open  rivalahlp  and  enmity.     If  the  westwn 


nations  an 
it  has  arl-L 


they  li:i' 
killin-  • 


ilii-^tisfied  with  him,  it  would  eecm  full  aa  probable  that 

t'l'om  his  recommending  pcaoe  to  them,  bc^aiiK,  from 

ntof  Mgning  the  treaty  of  the  Miami  to  thia  day. 


I  doing  mischief.     The  loat  that  we  bcu 


d  iif  was  the 
ml  .Tii.Ise 


atlii>-\W|;sT.. 
iiit..  K..::li.li.  w;.. 


;^s.iry  to 

"lie  lute 


iiii.!  1  >h:illl.s,-!islit 
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agined  than  prevented.  I  have  yet  no  reply  to  my  application  to 
the  Executive  of  Virginia  or  Pennsylvania,  though  I  lieard  that 
the  latter  had  called  the  assemblv,  so  that  no  defensve  measures  can 
be  taken ;  it  is  too  late  for  offensive  ones,  v/hicli  only  can  be  effect- 
ive! v  defensive. 

I  forgot  to  mention  tliat  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  on  his  way  with 
a  detachment  to  the  Falls,  was  fired  upon  at  the  mouth  of  Scioto, 
and  had  one  man  wounded. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Fort  Harmar,  November  4th,  1788. 

Sir : — A  day  or  two  ago  I  wrote  you  a  hasty  letter,  to  inform  you 
that  the  Indian  messenger  Washington  had  returned  and  brought 
letters  from  Wilson,  which  gave  me  reason  to  expect  the  Indians 
would  soon  be  here.  I  did  not  think  to  have  troubled  you  again 
before  the  return  of  Wilson,  wliicli  I  luid  reason  to  expect  before 
now,  but  as  Major  Doughty  is  setting  out  for  New  York,  and  I  liad 
time  to  send  copies  of  the  letter  of  Wilson,  and  one  from  Brant  ^  to 
him,  I  could  not  let  slip  so  good  an  opportunity.  They  are  now  in- 
closed. Wilson's  letter  is  marked  No.  1,  that  from  Brant  to  him 
No.  2,  and  No.  3  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Isaac  Williams  (whom 
I  have  mentioned  to  you  before),  to  General  Butler. 

You  will  observe  that  Wilson  says  in  the  postscript,  that  there 
was  a  good  deal  more  in  the  sj)eech  delivered  by  the  Wyandots  than 
he  had  written,  but  Washington  had  heard  it  from  the  Pipe,  and 
could  inform  us.  I  can  not  learn  any  tiling  of  consequence  from 
him  about  it,  further  than  that  there  had  been  little  unanimitv 
amongst  them  ;  that  the  Kickapoos  and  Piquas  (a  tribe  of  the  Twight- 
wees)  particularly  would  agree  to  nothing  tluvt  was  proposed,  and 
would  propose  nothing  themselves ;   that  the  Wyandots  j)resented 

*The  letter  of  Brant,  which  is  the  only  one  having  inleiv.-t  to  us,  hsis  not 
been  found.  Attliistimo  Brant  was  at  the  3Iiami  Biver  waiting  on  the  West- 
ern nations  for  the  purpose  of  liolJing  a  councih  Judging  from  oth^r  letters 
of  Lis  of  that  period,  we  may  guess  iiis  letter  t  >  St.  Clair  profe.-^sed  a  de- 
sire for  peace,  but  mentioned  dilTiciilties  in  the  way  tli rough  the  opposition 
of  the  Western  Indians.  In  a  letter  to  P.  I.aniran  he  said:  •'  I  have  still  my 
doubt  whether  we  will  all  join  or  not,  some  being  no  ways  inclined  for  peace- 
able methods.  The  Hurons,  Chippewas,  Ottowas,  Pottawataniies,  and  Dela- 
ware?, will  join  with  us  in  trying  lenient  step^  and  having  a  boundary  line 
fixed;  and,  rather  than  enter  headlong  into  a  destructive  war  will  give  up  a 
small  part  of  their  country." 


i 


aiJ.i  .Ivsirhi- III,' 
.i,,;    tliiUllu'Vll 

a.s  Iln^  Six  Null, 
swcr,  lie  turni'il 
tliat  they,  the  W 
time  there  talkii 
wi'iild  now  lca\t 
till!  ciniiiril-hiiiis 
IwiHiiottrm 
auy  tliirif,'  I  eaii 
hiive  lifttcr  iufi 
make  the  comm 
T  i-an  nut  \w]]i  ^ 
ti.in  thattiic  V, 
tUc!  effects  of  \\\ 
mvTUhms  tWi^  r\ 
woui.lnnt  imiiii' 
the  MuskiDfruin 


Tl}f-  .S7.  Chir  Pipers. 

'.0  BtriDR  of  wampum,  takiug  hoIJ  of  one  eii>]  of  It 
111  to  hold  fast  by  the  other,  which  they  refused  tt> 
iL-n  laid  it  on  the  e!iouliler  of  their  principal  cliiof, 
I  (liera  t*i  Iw  at  peace  with  the  Americans,  and  to  do 
m  and  the  others  did,  but,  without  majiing  auy  ru- 
liimself  on  one  siile  and  hi  it  fall  to  the  jmund; 
yaadotHi  got  up  mid  kdd  them  tliev  had  been  a  long 
ig  to  them  and  advising  them  for  their  goi>d,  lliey 
them  to  talk  by  themaelres,  and  immediately  left 


Mc  you  with  my  (imjcctiircsnbniitlhlshiiainesaiund 
>-ny  would  lu  niithiug  nion;.  In  n  few  days  we  8liall 
irmatiun,  jwrhujia,  when  I  shall  have  the  honor  to 
laicatton.  Ai"  tn  the  notion  of  the  British,  however, 
ipI<06iDg  that  it  roust  hove  arisen  from  the  expecta- 
litod  States'would  certainly  go  to  war  with  them, 
lieh  ought  to  recoil  iipon  themselves,  Washington 
■I'umstaiice  ftirther  in  that  speech,  viz :  that  if  they 
liiately  go  aud  meet  the  American  commissionera  at 
they  should  imt  receive  fr'iiii  them  (the  British")  so 
h-doiit.  Tiie  Irutli  of  ail  tlii^  I  iLipe  I  may  be  able 
cie  is  II  clUierciiiT  luiioug  thorn,  and  improve  it  to 
me  of  the  L-i.ire<l  St;ites.  " 


,'?i>:-T:i' 


■..u,  Juilu'ul'in 
m,  atul  wlii.'ii 
c  seal  of  the  T 


SU1.S( 


,  ynr,-whn- 4th.  1  7SS. 
ri;r  niarriii-es  which  wa? 
■,  iiii'l  was  sent  to  me  foi 


f.ir  affixing  ilic  seal  ..f  tjie  Territory  to  (not  donhtiug  hat  U^for.-  Ibe 
puhliciiliou  it  wotihl  receive  the  cuhscriplions  of  .liiil^'e  I'arsims  and 
y<uir,s,.lfj,  has,  by  some  mi>take.  been  published  without  your  j=i-u 
manual,  and  llial  you  nuw  refusi^  (o  sulwHl*  il.  This  sir,  is  a  lit- 
tle embarrii-iog.  '  Wlien  you  eoiiMder  of  it,  I  can  not  think  that 
von  will  persevere  in  wilhli.>liliiifr  tliat  public  tesliniony  of  its  having 
Ih-cu  your  a.-t.  as  well  as  that  of  .ludge  Parsons  and  me,  as  it  w:w 
certainly  agrcetl  upon  by  all.  Yo;i  are  scnsilile,  sir,  that  agreement 
ought  to  npiK^ar,  as  without  it  the  authenticity  and  flic  validity  of 
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the  law  may  be  called  in  question ;  I  persuade  myself,  therefore, 
that  on  consideration  you  will  yet  subscribe  the  law,  which  will  per- 
fect it.  But  it  must  not  rest  in  its  present  state.  I,  therefore,  re- 
quest you  to  inform  me  in  direct  terms,  whether  you  will  subscribe 
it  or  not,  that  such  steps  may  be  taken  in  the  matter  as  may  be 
thought  neccssar}'. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary  op 

Congress. 

Fort  Harmar,  November  6th,  1788. 

Sir: — Your  favor  of  the  1st  of  September,  together  with  the  in- 
closures,  has  been  in  my  hands  since  the  beginning  of  the  last 
month.  That  I  have  not  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  it  earlier,  has 
been  owing  to  the  expectation  I  was  in,  from  day  to  day,  that  I 
would  soon  be  able  to  mark  the  time  when  I  could  proceed  to  execute 
the  orders  of  Coiijiress  in  the  country  l)elow,  wliieli  were  coiiveved 
with  it.  From  my  letters  to  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  you  will  haye 
seen  how  those  expeetations  haye  l)een  (lisaj)])oiiite(l. 

By  the  in.-triietions  of  t!ic  21)th  of  Auirust,  I  am  directed  to  pro- 
ceed without  delay,  except  while  necessarily  detained  hy  the  treaty 
now  on  hand,  to  the  French  settlement  on  the  ]\Iissis<ipj)i.  Had  the 
treaty  taken  j)lace  at  the  time,  it  miiilit  reasonably  haye  lu'cn  ex- 
pected,! should,  before  now,  haye  been  in  the  execution  of  those  in- 
structions; but  the  season  is  now  so  far  adyanced,  and  it  is  still  so 
uncertain  when  the  Indians  may  arriye  here,  that  it  is  yery  doubt- 
ful whether  I  shall  be  able  to  go  down  the  riyer  l)efore  sprinir.  The 
last  intelligence  I  haye  from  the  Indian  country  is  of  the  22d  ult. 
They  were  said  to  be  on  their  way  here,  and  I  haye  looked  in  yain 
for  the  arrival  of  Wilson,  a  messenirer  of  ours,  as  their  precursor,  for 
oyer  a  week.  Their  motions  must,  howeyer,  necessarily  he  slow,  as 
they  haye  not  a  morsel  of  ])royisions,  and  must  cons<'(|uently  hunt 
their  way;  they  were  reduced  to  irreat  extremity  before  they  broke 
up  at  the  Miami. 

It  api>ears  probable  that  the  business  to  be  done  with  them  here 
would  not  take  u])  much  time,  as  it  is  pretty  certain  there  has  not 
been  much  cordiality  amongst  them,  but  as  the  8Ix  Nations  will,  in 
all  likelihood,  winter  in  this  j)art  of  the  country,  they  will  draw  the 
negotiation  into  as  great  a  length  as  possible,  to  have  the  better 
pretext  for  iK'ing  supplied. 
VOL.  II— 7 


ElS  '  77ie  S.  C?air  Pxpers. 

Ill  the  prnpi  i.-ipil  treaty  with  the  lodiiuia  who  tlalra  the  koda  on 
the  Mis>iis.-iiii|)i.  if  thero  are  any  such,  I  obeervt*  it  is  cxpMtiHl  they 
mny  Iw  jriili-liiil  with  an  annual  supply  i>f  com  or  other  pnn-isiona 
fur  II  linii till  I i me.  How  such  a  prii]v)8ition  may  be  relished  by  them 
I  can  nut  s-ay,  Imt  if  thoy  are  (if  similar  diapcaitiuni  to  tlioso  we  are 
better Rci)iminti'il  v>-itb,  it  will  not  hu  reliaheil  nt  all.  GooiIh  tna  i»t- 
liliii  vnlilc.  il.-livi.>nid  to  them  in  that  wny,  [x<rlia|ie  might,  and  ifllie 
ex|H'Uw  bo  ilie  sumc,  I  see  no  diflerence;  biit  the  wish  of  dingreaa 
tiimii  tliir'  MibjiTt  may  possibly  be  obtained  before  any  thing  can  be 
done  rwiK'i'liuj.'  ii. 


tlie  f 


nviiitsoR  St.  Claik  to  Kbi^skzkr  T-xse.  ^H 

Fort  Harmar,  X-m-nttifr  \ti,  1788. 
li;ivc  novf  a  pniapi'ct  iif  a  tn-iity  with  tin-  lodintis,  com- 
slii>rt  tintc.  nud  hope  it  may  conic  to  u  lavorablo  issue. 
M'ver,  nu  certainty  of  that :  and,  if  it  should  take  an- 
le  fmintry  would  he  very  inueh.  exjiosed.  It  is  a  long 
niLTi'ss  called  uix»n  Virginia  tor  a  thoiifiand  militia  to 
■is  ill  (-use  of  ihc  worst,  Lind  T  wrote  to  the  Oovpriior  on 


1   l.v 


■unM 
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F..ILT  llAini.vn,  .V"-vi,;/„r2S,  IT^tS. 
Sir:-l  liavi-  nvciv.'d  i.if>.riii;.li,>„  lVi>ri.  K-In.it  llial  .<-.ii,.-  uver- 
1iir..>  ]uivv  \m'>-:i  uv.uh'  by  ilir  [-v^iA,-  .,f  KniriU'ky  t..  I,.r<l  l»>-reh.s- 
tcr.  to  hu  tak.T.  uniW  lliv  [ir..|rrii,.M  of  ih,.  Knii-h  ti.ivcniment, 
and  Dial  C.liini'lCmolly  i-  lat.ly  l-o.-  Irmi  thni,-.,  to  L  .iiisvillo 
on  thai  i.ii-inc-s.  I.iit  imd.T  ].rvi,.iisc  nf,,l,ti,;iii„..-..(  niri-al.'- re*[>eet- 
in-  |i.-o|>..,-iy  Ik'  liad  in  thai  cnanify.  wl,i.-l,  mu-^  e mlisraJrd  .luring- 
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biiiL'  in    the    re[}ort. 
,  I   suppose  il  would 
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not  be  difficult  to  get  him  over  to  the  fort,  when  about  to  quit  the 
country,  and  examine,  very  strictly,  his  luggage  and  i)apers.  If  he 
has  papers  that  would  make  any  discovery,  they  will  be  concealed 
with  a  good  deal  of  art.  When  he  was  apprehended  during  the 
war,  his  instructions  from  Lord  Dun  more  were  concealed  in  the 
stocks  of  his  mail  pillion,  wliicli  were  hollowed  for  the  purpose. 
Should  there  be'anv  truth  in  the  matter,  and  that  overtures  have  ac- 
tually  been  made,  some  address  and  perfect  secrecy  will  be  necessary, 
as  there  is  no  knowing  who  may  be  the  j>ersons  engaged  in  it,  for 
which  reason  I  have  not  communicated  the  intelligence  to  any  other 
person  but  you.  It  would  spread  like  wildfire  if  any  i)erson  in  that 
country  knew  of  it,  and  the  means  of  detecting  it  be  gone.  It  is  a 
delicate  affair,  but  I  am  sure  you  will  manage  it  in  sucli  a  manner 
as  to  reach  the  truth ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  re.spect  due  to  the 
rank  of  the  man  (if  honestly  employed)  will  be  broken  in  upon  as 
little  as  possible. 

Governor  St.  Clair  to  thr  Secretary  of  War. 

Fort  TIarmar,  Decrmhrr  "?>,  1788. 
Sir: — I  had  the  honor  to  a(l<h*ejss  vou  on  the  12th  ultimo,  and 
transmittcMl  the  messages  and  inforrnjition  1  had  received  to  that 
time,  with  my  answers  to  the  messages,  and  I  promised  to  send 
forward  the  messenger's  report  oy  the  next  opportunity.  That  re- 
port I  have  not  yet  reeeive<l,  as  I  thought  it  hest,  the  Indians 
havinc;  desired  it,  to  send  Wilson  back  with  niv  answer.  On  the 
27th,  Wilson  returned,  and  brought  the  inclosed  speech,  No.  1, 
from  the  Six  Nations.  That  speech  obliged  nie  to  rejdy  to  the  Six 
Nations  particularly,  of  which  No.  2  is  a  copy,  and  also  to  send  a 
speech  to  the  Nations,  wherein  I  entered  fully  into  the  pretenses 
they  have  made  to  be  discharged  from  tlui  obligation  of  former 
treaties,  showed  them  the  futility  of  them,  and  L^ave  them  a  view 
of  the  consequences  of  peace  and  war  to  themselves;  but,  as  this 
is  a  lengthy  affair,  and  I  have  been  very  ill  with  the  gout,  and  still 
am  80,  1  could  not  get  a  copy  ready  for  this  conveyance  ;  it  shall  he 
forwarded  bv  the  next.  On  the  1st  instant,  Wilson  was  airain  dis- 
jmtched  with  those  messages,  an<l,  two  days  after,  the  Cornplanter 
sent  two  of  his  people  to  see  what  was  going  forward.  They  re- 
turned this  day,  and  brought  with  them  a  Seneca,  of  those  who 
were  with  Bnint,  who  delivered  me  a  message  from  the  Wyandots, 
and  four  of  the  Western  Nations,  but  he  could  not  {)articularize 
them.     The  purport  of  the  message  is  to  let  me  kno^v  that  they  are 


ino 
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US  llmi  w< 
;o..il  lis  the 
mv  lliut  Bi 
■,lil»Hlt„K., 
.mill-  luili, 
:iail  SL'iit  In 

iiiit  ui-e  irut  ubout  fif^iiu  miles  iliiHsido  thefollH;  that- 1 
iiinoil  to  come  to  tbe  council  at  tiiis  jilace,  and  deaiiv.  J 
inv  vet  have  n  little  pnticnac;  that  tbeir  liearls  arti  T 
".'lii'Vi.'  those  of  tbe  Americans  to  be.  These  IndiaM-J 
t.  '11  the  receiptor  tlie  message,  immediately  det«|yl 
nk  with  his  people  by  way  of  Detroit,  and  bad  movs 
loriMliey  Bet  out;  that  from  bis  nevr  cueampiuent  luCI 
111'  cliifft  of  tbo  WyandoU  and  Delawares  to  meetj 
tlii'v  had  refused  to  go.  telling  bim  they  were  on  their( 
wuy  111  tlif  Mii-kiii;riiiii,  oiid  he  might  come  to  them  there. 

This  TUdTiieut  ii  iriessenger  arrived  from  ^Vilson  with  tbe  incloa 
letliT,  No.  ;i ;  cx('ii5«  rac  for  tniuliHng  you  with  the  original,  fi>r  Xm 
am  not  ;ilili'  In  i-iijiv  it.  It  diaagrcw^  with  thu  Indian  iulvlligcnoc 
the  cireuiiistaiict'  thnt  tho  chiefs  were  going  hi  mciit  Brant,  hiit  Wil*  J 
soti  bad  iKii  .«ei'[i  either  the  VVyandob*  or  Delnwan^,  and  it  must  J 
have  liecii  BrsinlV  coactoeion  that  thoy  would  meet  him.  TlulJ 
nic's-'t'i.jrcr  siys  lliiil  tbe  Pipe,  the  chief  of  the  Delaware^,  and  tb(3^ 
Wymidiil  I'liii'fs,  wliom  he  saw  after  parting  with  Brant,  told  1 
tlii-V  "iitilil  not  ^'rl,  hut  would  be  lien-  in  Piur  davs. 

Tlie  SlijiivitiK's,-.  I),.]u«:in-,  smd  :^Ii:iiiiiv,  s:iid"  to  l,c  at  baud,  j 
tlio  iiiistilc  Irllir^  ivlin  livfiil  tliu  .Miiuiii  Village— Kikayuga  is  I 
name  tliey  gave  to  tJiat  town. 


;i:y  Knox 

living   jlHl 

rt  tliis  aav 


i,  i.ut,  hy  llic;  1 
■vend   objects 


OR  St.  Ci.AiR. 

,  Dfermbrrf^,  1788. 


suhjei't  of  great  <!!iiigrin  to  yon  to  find  tliat  the 
)s[[iou(d  tlivir  iTieetiiig  to  so  late  a  period,  and 
>f'  a  gL'iioi'ul  treaty  art-  so  weak.  Deeply  impresse<l 
i!ie  eviis  attending  an  Indian  war  at  this  (leriod, 
adc  use  <if  every  li.m.indile  ex|)(-dient  to  avoid  so 

■  ihi'  nllic'vs  ron  I  ma  111  ling  the  Hrilisli  posts  that  llie 
viil  Willi  the  Uuited  Siuics,  it  iiiav  lie  hoped  that 
\»-  favorable.  If  y.iu  sliould  not  be  able  to  asscm- 
iribe-  now,  yon  may  be  aljle  to  make  a  solid  ar- 
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rangement  for  assembliDg  them  end  the  Western  Indians  early  the 
next  vear. 

At  present  there  is  no  Congress ;  whether  one  will  assemble  until 
the  new  Constitution  shall  take  place,  is  uncertain. 

If,  notwithstanding  your  utmost  exertions,  an  Indian  war,  either 
partial  or  general,  should  be  inevitable,  the  best  possible  arrange- 
ments should  be  adopted  for  carrying  it  on  with  such  vigor  as 
speedily  to  terminate  it,  for  a  protracted  Indian  war  would  be  de- 
struction to  the  republic  in  its  present  circumstances.  In  case, 
therefore,  of  this  event  becoming  certain,  many  reasons  would  con- 
cur to  render  your  presence  necessary  at  the  seat  of  government. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  John  Jay.* 

Fort  Harmar,  December  \Wi,  1788. 
Sir: — I  have  received  information  from  Detroit,  which  I  depend 
upju,  that  a  certain  Colonel  Conolly,  who  cauic  to  that  })lace  from 
Quebec  last  winter,  has  not  lonu:  aiico  set  out  for  Louisville,  at  the 
Uapids  of  the  Ohio,  lie  is  the  Conolly  that  made  hiuisolf  {)rotty 
remarkable  during  the  progress  of  the  llevulution,  and  was  api)oiuted 
a  lieutenant-colonel  in  one  of  the  refugee  corps,  lie  is  upon  the 
half-pay  list,  and  has  lately  obtained  from  Lord  Dorchester  an  ad- 
dition of  two  hundred  pounds  sterling  j)er  annum,  and  his  expenses. 
The  reason  he  assigned,  at  Detroit,  for  the  journey  to  Louisville 
was,  that  he  might  obtain  certificates  of  tlie  value  of  his  property 
in  that  country,  which  had  been  confiscated,  in  order  to  support  the 
claim  he  had  made  upon  tlie  British  government  f  u*  compensation. 
My  information  is,  that  he  is  sent  to  tamj)cr  with  the  people  of 
Kentuckv,  and  induce  them  to  throw  themselves  into  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain,  and  to  assure  them  of  protection  and  suj)port  in  that 
measure;  if  that  can  not  be  brought  about,  to  stimulate  them  to 
hostilities  against  the  Spaniards,  and,  at  (any)  rate,  to  detach  them 
from  the  United  States.  I  have  written  to  iVIiijor  AVyllys,  who 
commands  at  the  Rapids,  informing  him  of  these  circumstances,  and 
requesting  him  to  have  an  eye  upon  him,  and,  if  he  finds  him  either 
exciting  a  revolt  or  tampering  the  ])eople  to  hostilities  against 
Spain,  to  make  him  a  prisoner  and  to  send  him  to  this  p'»st,  with  a 

'Mr.  Jay  was  Minii^tfr  {ov  Forciirn  Affairs  of  tin;  old  Continental  Con- 
gress when  St.  Clair  was  President,  and  eontinued  in  tbnt  ]iosiiion  until  after 
tho  povernraent  was  organized  under  the  new  Constitution,  lie  was  suc- 
ceeded, in  March,  1790,  by  Mr.  Jetierson. 


-iiiKiMc  ;  hut,  whcllur  wo  liiiV('  any  laws  to  punlsli  treasoi 
I  iiiicd  Si;it('<.  I  <lnnl)t  very  iniicli;  even  in  that  cast 
itrv  is   within    the   lands  oi'  Virginia,  it  will   he   tri'as<»ii 

StaU*,  and  tbore  he  might  Ix?  i)Unislu'd  for  it.  Siiu'e  h( 
jniiisville  lie  gave  out  that  he  had  discovered  some  fla 
of  Assenihly  and  means  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  his  < 
urse  of  law,  and,  as  that  will  detain  him  in  the  country 
(I  a  house  and  taken  up  his  residence. 
;  is  certain,  sir,  that,  in  the  last  Convention,  a  proposal  v 

the  district  of  Kentucky  should  set  up  for  itself,  not 
•l)cndent  of  Virginia,  but  of  the  United  States  also,  am 
0(1  by  a  small  majority  only.  It  may  possibly  be  that  c 
L'  been  made  to  Lord  Dorchester;  but  it  can  not  be 

would  make  Conolly  such  an  allowance,  or,  indeed,  ai 
',  for  looking  after  his  property  and  to  bring  on  a  claim 
nation.  Conolly  has  also  been  writing  to  many  peop 
sburgh,  and  in  that  country,  and  has  intimated  an  int< 

that  place  this  winter,  and,  I  have  heard,  has  opened 
ty  freely  to  General  Morgan,  of  Winchester  in  Virgin 
V  circumstances  put  together  make  it  more  than  proba 
>  agent  of  the  British  for  some  sinister  puqwse.  If  a 
sures  thf^u  those  I  have  directed  ought  to  be  pursued, 
zc  me  by  pointing  them  out,  and  they  shall  be  executed 
y. 

fter  the  tedious  expectation  that  has  attended  the  ] 
ty  with  the  Indians,  there  is  now  a  prospect  of  its  soo 
I ;  indeed,  in  a  few  days,  as  they  are  now  within  two  sh' 
ncy.     It  will  not,  however,  be  a  very  general  meeting,  a 
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the  general  confederacy  which  he  and  the  British  had  tajcen  so  much 
|)ains  to  form,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  keep  the  frontiers  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  upper  part  of  Virginia,  in  peace  this 
winter.  No  treaty,  I  believe,  will  secure  the  lower  frontier  at  pres- 
ent. If  that,  and  the  possession  and  sale  of  the  Western  Territory, 
is  an  object  with  Congress,  they  niu.st  prepare  to  chastise  the  Western 
nations  as  early  in  the  summer  as  possible. 

The  depredation  they  commit  upon  the  inhabitants  is  intolerable, 
and  it  is  not  confined  n')W  to  the  inhabitants.  They  have  had  the 
audacity  to  fall  u^wn  the  parties  escorting  the  provisions  to  the  posts, 
and  those  posts  are  so  weak  and  so  distant  from  each  other,  and  sup- 
plied with  so  much  difficulty,  that  they  will  either  fall  into  their 
hands  or  bo  abandoned  for  want  of  provisions  if  things  remain 
upon  the  same  footing. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  Indians,  at  the  same  time,  will  not  want 
for  assistance  from  the  British,  and  it  is  pretty  evident  that  people 
have  i\  >  thouirht  of  siirronderinLr  tiio  iK^^ts  thcv  hold  within  the  tor- 
ritory  of  the  United  Htatos,  for  Lord  Dorcliestor,  why)  visited  tliem 
himself  tliis  last  summer,  has  ordered  the  town  at  Detroit  to  be 
picketed  in,  which  is  completed,  and  additional  works  to  be  con- 
structed there,  and  a  fort  they  call  St.  Clair,  on  the  American  side 
of  the  strait,  between  the  lake  of  tliat  name  and  the  Huron,  which 
had  been  begun  during  the  war  and  abandoned  at  the  peace,  to 
be  comi)leted. 

It  was  always  my  fear  that  our  Western  Territory,  instead  of  prov- 
ing a  fund  for  paying  our  national  debt,  wouhl  be  a  source  of  mis- 
chief and  increasing  expense,  but  tlie  exj>ense  is  not  tlie  worst  part 
of  it.  It  has  given  sueli  a  spring  to  the  spirit  of  emigration,  too 
higli  before,  that  though  it  is  pregnant  witli  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences to  the  Atlantic  States,  it  can  not  now  be  held  l/aek,  and  the 
Spaniards  are  also  trying  to  harm  that  spirit  witli  great  industry  to 
their  advantage,  so  that  those  States  i.ot  only  lose  their  people  and 
sink  the  value  of  their  soil  for  the  present,  but  are  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  the  greatness  of  a  new  country. 

It  is  for  a  considerable  time  that  the  Spaniards  have  been  offering 
a  thousand  acres  of  land  gratis  to  every  American  who  would  re- 
move into  the  West  or  Fh)rida,  to  pay  ten  dollars  for  every  hun- 
dred-weight of  tobacco  he  could  raise  and  deliver  at  Xew  Orleans, 
an  exemption  from  all  taxes,  and  a  proportionate  price  for  j)rovisions 
and  other  articles  the  produce  of  his  farm,  but  they  have  lately 
gone  a  step  farther.  If  I  am  well  informed,  Colonel  Morgan,  who 
was  brtely  in  treaty  with  the  Board  of  Treasury  for  a  tract  of  laud 


(iciicc,  lor  111  tliat  (|iKirt(r  arc  iiuuiy  iiioii>;m(i>  m  |h..| 
Itciii  ti'iiiptcd  l»y  the  jiccoimts  j)ul)lislK'(l  ci'  its  aina> 
lo  (j'iit  their  ancient  settleincrits  \\illiniit  liaviiii::  secure 
(1  llieiv,  and  can  not  (»l)tain  lands  hut  at  a  price  tliat  is 
reach.  There  is  no  doubt  many  of  those  will  readily  j< 
ey  have  no  country,  and  indeed  that  attachment  to  tl 

that  has  been  so  powerful  and   active  a  principle  i 
ries  is  very  little  felt  in  America, 
ive  been  casting  about  for  some  way  to  counteract  Mr.  ] 

can  not  think  of  any  so  likely  to  succeed  as  for  Cor 
je  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  Western  lands  in  larg 
st  to  change  it  for  a  part  of  them,  and  lay  them  op 

up  by  the  people  who  settle  upon  them.  The  couni 
[ississippi,  and  between  that  and  the  \Vabash,  would  a< 
he  people  of  Kentucky  who  have  no  lands,  and  I  I 
I  tempt  them  to  remove  to  it  rather  than  the  Spanish  i 
^hi  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  the  proprietors  of 

sold  the  lands  they  had  purchased  of  the  Indians. 
The  lauds  were  set  at  five  pounds  sterling  per  hundn 
)rc  than  three  hundred  acres  were  allowed  to  be  tak* 
nan.     He  made  a  description,  in    writing,   of  the 
}d,  bounding  it  either  upon  lands  already  granted, 

or  river,  or  marked  trees,  that  rendered  it  sufficientlj 
arricd  St  to  the  office  of  the  Surveyor-General,  whe 
cd  into  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose.  The  Surveyoi 
I  an  order  for  making  the  survey  returnable  within 
to  his  office,  and  the  applicant  took  possession.  The 
y  ran  upon  interest  from  the  date  of  the  order  of  su] 
lisclmrtrcHl  when  it  was  in  the  person's  power,  thougl 
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of  the  debt  as  that  now  in  use,  yet  an  interest  equal  to  the  interest  of 
the  debt,  so  far  as  tlie  lands  went,  would  be  accruing  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  principal  would  come  in  at  last,  and  the  people,  who 
are  of  infinite  value,  that  will  otherwise  be  more  than  lost,  will  be 
secured.  The  present  inhabitants  of  that  country,  when  they  see  it 
gathering  strength  by  the  accession  of  new  inhabitants  will  be  more 
contented  to  remain  in  it. 

The  Spaniards  are  also  at  work  with  them  to  induce  them  to 
abandon  it,  and  have  succeeded  with  many  of  them.  Excuse  me, 
sir,  for  troubling  you  with  my  ideas  on  the  subject — they  are  crude 
ideas,  but  you  will  improve  upon  them  and  perfect  them,  if  they  de- 
serve any  attention.  The  subject  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  interesting 
one  to  the  United  States. 

The  Spaniards  have  also  been  making  seizures  upon  the  east  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  Gen- 
eral Harmar,  some  time  ago,  transmitted  to  the  War  Office  the  com- 
plaint of  a  Mr.  Mcintosh,  and  I  now  inclose  you  the  deposition  of  a 
Monsieur  de  St.  ^lario,  on  a  like  case,  and  extract  from  ii  letter  from 
^lajor  Hanitranick,  tlie  comniandcr  at  Post  St.  Yinccnnes,  of  the 
13th  of  October,  to  (jroneral  irarninr.' 

I  ought,  sir,  to  beg  })ard()n  for  troublinjz;  you  with  so  long  a  letter, 
but  I  Ci?.n  not  put  an  end  to  it  without  requesting  you  to  [)resent  my 
best  respect.s  to  i\Irs.  Jay. 

P.  S. — ir)th. — 1  have  mentioned  extracts  from  ^lajor  Ham- 
tramck'.]  letter,  but  gave  you  but  one.  Tiro  other,  wiiicli  respects 
some  depredations  and  the  nnn-der  of  some  friendly  Indians,  has 
been  inclosed  bv  General  Ilarmar  in  his  dispatches  to  the  Secretarv 
of  War,  and  I  have  not  time  to  get  another  made  out. 

The  treaty  with  the  Indians  is  opened,  and,  so  far  as  we  have  yet 
gone,  lonks  well.^ 


^The  following  is  the  extract  tVom  ^Major  Hanitranick's  h.'ttcr  rrfcrrod  to: 

Post  St.  Vincknnes,  Octi.hn-  \Zlh,  1788. 

Tho  corninainlant  of  St.  Leiiis  has  wrote  a  letter  to  th<?  Freneli  of  this 
place,  invilini;  them  to  come  and  settle  on  the  Spanish  side,  and  olfeis  them 
lands  f(»r  nothing.  This  letter  was  given  to  an  Indian.  1  ha\eg«>t  it  from 
him  before  any  of  the  people  saw  it. 

N.  B. — I  have  information  from  Mr.  DeValeniere,  the  prie>t  at  Kaskaskia, 
that  like  imitations  have  been  given  to  the  inliabitants  there  and  at 
Cuhokia.  * 

^  MS.  found  among  the  llamtramck  Papers 
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nc  St.  Clolr  Pfiprrs. 

PI!    I.-AAC  R    DUNX'   TO  GOVERNOR  St.  ClAIR. 

Lorw\iLLE,  Kv.,  Deeewber,  1788, 
—Till?  following  is  h  copy  of  a  pansport  giveu  by  Liei^ 
['1  Julia  Oouuolly  l<>  au  iuhabibiiil  iit'  Ktiutucky : 
-l/f/vVc,  E»<j.,  Drjiiily  Siifierinlctukni  i^ Indian  AJf'iira 
r  licR'of  u  Charf^cd  with  BuHiitcss  of  u  fri^tiiily  imUm 
ui-i>  ilierefore  t«i  recitmmeud  him  to  the  Natives  iu  Ou^I 
Qseqiifjiooji  may  eueuc  ftom  the  ii)terruption  aSm 


my  hand  nod  seal  at  Lexingtoi 
lliird  day  uf  December,  ITSS. 


1  the  District  qf  J 


Alrj-fl.i'l'-,-  MrKry  [McKee]. 


f5iivi:iisoB  St.  Claib  to  Obiteral  Kkox. 

FonT  Harmaii.  Diremhrr  13,  1788, 

S;,-.— KnnwiiL^r  ilie  (iiixirly  there-  iiuist  I.,-  i.l.ont  tlif  Indian  busi- 
ness I  let  flip  nu  i.p|»)fli;iiiiy  Id  fiivc  y.ni  iiil'»riii:itioii. 

1  biive,  liiiHtviT.  iir.lliiii;;   iiii.ie  In  iMniiiiiiiiifiitc   :it  pi-cselit  ihiin 

tliui  a  liip.'.'  l.."ly  i.fllie  Iii.iiuiis. .i.liri- ..l)li<-  Kivp  N;ii!ims,  lli,. 

Si-iK-eiis,  111.- Wvundnls,  the  Dclmvar,-^,  tlii^  Oll:nviis.  llie  rhip|>e- 
Wiis,  ihe  l'nllaw,Uarui<-s  mi.l  the  S:,es,  iirriv<>.l  lust  iiijrht.  iiii.i  Ihe 
e,Teiii..m-  i.t'  rereiviii^'  thrill  has  Im^U  p)llc  llirnTi.:h.  Ilr;inl,  with 
[he  Mnliawk^  and  ii  ivv.-  rmm  smne  i.tlier  of  the  Five  Nations, 
tnni.d  haek  iinin.-diiitelv  oti  rec-civinir  niv  last  niessji^v.  of  whieh  I 
sent  yni.  a  cpy.  11..  ,li,l  every  thin-  ,K,..-ih|e  („  iTcvnt  ihe  nvt 
fnmi  .■nlilill^■■  l-.>rvv:ir,t,  Inil  vvillioiit  ellirl.  Tiie  Shuwancse  and 
Twif:h(;vees,   with   ihe    I  )ela«ai-es.  ulio  live.l   wilb    the   Slnnviine^e. 

an.i  il  y  pr,.i„il.le  iK^VonM  iii.-et  «ilh  llicni  and  tak,;  ihen.  will,  jiim! 
Tlic  I'ijH-  was  s.nit  aflir  iheiii  !■.  press  lliom  nut  to  li^leri  to  iiim, 
Init  his  nie-s.-n.mTs  are  not  yt  reinrned,  neither  are  the  whole  of 
tl)..se  nations  I  inenthaKd  iil^ve  vet  euine  in,  hut  will  he  here  in  a 
h'W  days,  when  the  hiisliiess  will  ii..L'in  in  luriii.  IiieluM-d  is  u  r^-pv 
of  \o.  1  of  Ihe  s|K.eeb  to  all  the  nation-,  wliieh  1  ruenlioned   in   my 
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last,  and  No.  2  is  Branf  s  answer,  in  the  name  of  those  nations, 
which  they  disown/ 


Thanksgiving  Proclamation. 

Forasmuch  as  it  is  incumbent  on  all  men  to  acknowledge  with 
gratitude  their  infinite  obligations  to  Almighty  God  for  benefits  re- 
ceived, and  to  implore  his  superintending  care  and  Providence  for 
future  blessings,  I  have  thought  proper  to  set  apart  a  day  for  that 
purpose,  and  do  hereby  ordain  that  Thursday,  the  25th  day  of  De- 
cember, be  observed  as  a  day  of  solemn  thanksgiving  and  praise, 
that  the  people  may,  with  one  voice  and  sincere  hearts,  express  their 
grateful  sensations,  and  consecrate  themselves  to  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  their  Divine  Benefactor,  and  that  together  with  their  acknowl- 
edgments, they  may  unite  in  humble  supplications  to  Almighty 
God,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  prosper  this  infant  set- 
tlement and  the  whole  Territory  in  their  husbandry,  trade  and  man- 
ufacturers, and  by  liis  own  nurturing  luind  mature  and  bring  to 
perfection  all  .seminaries  of  learning,  and  the  promotion  and  en- 
largement of  piety  and  true  religion  amongst  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth.     And  I  do  prohibit  all  servile  labor  on  that  day. 

Given  at  Marietta  this  17th  day  of  Deceml)er,  A.  d.,  1788,  and 
in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States. 

Arthur  St.  Clair, 
Governor  and  Coimnander-in-Cliief. 

By  His  Excellency's  command : 

WiNTiiROP  Sargent,  Secretary. 


General  Knox  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

War  Office,  January  ^)thy  1789. 

Sir : —  ...  In  the  particular  situation  in  which  you  are 
placed,  the  capricious  conduct  of  the  Indians  must  give  you  great 
anxiety. 

I  am  persuaded  every  thing  will  be  done  on  your  part  that  can 
be  with  propriety  to  avoid  a  war,  and  if  that  event  should  be  inev- 
itable, that  the  evils  of  it  may  be  justly  charged  to  the  Indians. 

We  shall  be  impatient  to  learn  the  result  of  your  present  nego- 
tiations, which  in  any  case  will  be  highly  interesting. 

At  present  there  is  a  greater  prospect  of  a  Congress  of  seven 


*Not  found  among  the  St.  Clair  Papers. 
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States  Ji?scniti!iii;r  I'V  ihe  l»t  of  February  Ihttn  existed  at  tliR  tlia 
I  wrote  you  liii~t,  tmt  it  m  improbable  that  a  C^ingmo  of  nine  StateB'J 
will  be  touveiii'd  uudor  the  prescul  confederalioii. 


Governor  .St.  CMm  to  tiik  Rkckbtary  < 


Wah. 


Fort  IIarkar,  JufitMrj/  IS,  1789. 
.Si'j-:— [  ha\.'  i!k'  lionar  to  acknowledge  Ihu  rvceijx  of  your  Itttar  ! 
of  the  l^ilili  III'  I li-ccmber,  and  the  piciuturc  tu  iniiirni  ynu  tliat-  a 
the  II ill  iusi.  the  bimoctu'  with  tlu;  InJitum  wiu  iinisliiHl.     Tliey 
havo  ifiicm-il  tlu'ir  furnicr  eogagcmeuU;  iluiL  \s,  llii'  Sis  Nalioiu, 
the  \\'viiLiiliii,^.  CliippewoK  and  Dtflawuri's,  and  the  Pottannttiniiea 
and  p^^ucs  liitvi'  ln'i-Li  inclufUfl  (uunu  of  the  other  Qations  having  nt- 
ti'iiiii'iii.iLii.l  rcliijiitiished  in,  I  UOicvc,  a  proper  form,  for  h  valuable 
eoiii-idi'iaiii'u,  the  lands  formerly  granted.     They  eeem  to  b<t  very 
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well  satisfied,  and  if  they  are  not  sincere  in  their  professions,  they 
know  very  well  how  to  put  on  the  appearance  of  it.  One  good  con- 
sequence I  certainly  expect  from  the  meeting,  to-wit:  that  their 
confederacy  is  broken,  and  that  Brant  has  lost  his  influence  ;  not- 
withstanding, it  is  more  than  probable  that  he  may  be  able  to  incite 
the  Shawanese,  and  some  of  the  others  whom  he  prevented  from 
coming  forward,  to  mischief,  and  that  the  stroke  will  fall  upon  Ken- 
tucky. This  is  the  opinion  of  the  most  sensible  among  them,  with 
whom  I  have  conversed  upon  the  subject. 

We  are  at  present  frozen  up  here,  and  communication  by  water 
consequently  cut  off;  but  General  Butler,  by  whom  I  forward  this, 
attempts  the  passage  by  land — a  journey  I  am  at  present  unable  to 
undertake.  So  soon  as  the  river  opens,  I  shall  leave  this  post  and 
proceed  to  New  York ;  but  if  any  thing  should  happen  to  retard 
me,  the  treaty,  with  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings,  shall  be  for- 
warded by  the  post. 


Account  of  the  Indian  Treaties  from  the  Diary  of  ^Iajor 

Ebenezer  Denny. 

1788,  December  13th. — About  two  hundred  Indian?  arrive;  con- 
sist of  Dolawarcs,  Wyandots,  Souocas,  Tawa.s,  Pottawatamies,  Chij3- 
pewas  and  Sacs.     No  Shawanese. 

14th. — Meeting  in  council-house  to  welcome  oaoli  other,  etc. 

15th. — Met  in  council ;  treaty  opened.  This  evenin^^.  Captains 
Ferguson  and  Beatty  set  out,  and  EnsiLm  ^IcDowell  arrived,  who 
had  been  escortint^  Mr.  Marten,  surveyin<j:  up  the  Scioto. 

20th. — Tlie  weather  is  extrenielv  cold  ;  the  river  driving]:  with  ice. 
The  Governor  and  Indians  have  had  frequent  meetings  in  the 
council-house,  but  nothing  conclusive  yet. 

29th. — A  grand  council  was  held.  The  old  Wyandot  chief, 
Shandotto,  addressed  the  Governor  in  behalf  of  all  the  nations 
present.  He  began  by  telling  their  origin,  and  how  the  Tliirteen 
Fires  had  gotten  possession  of  their  country;  how  we  had,  in  two 
instances,  cheated  them.  The  first,  he  said,  was  in  a  bargain  made 
with  them  for  just  as  much  ground  as  an  ox's  hide  would  cover — 
merely  to  build  one  fire  upon.  The  xVmericans  cut  the  hide  into 
strings,  and  claimed  all  the  ground  they  could  encompass  therewith. 
The  second  case  was  a  bargain  for  such  an  extent  of  country,  in  a 
certain  direction,  as  a  white  man  would  travel  to  and  back  in 
one  day.  A  surprising  walker  was  found,  who  went  as  far  and 
back  again  the  same  day  as  any  of  their  swiftest  men  could  do  in 
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two.  Tln'W,  sniit  liP,  wtru  imliniittod  to,  iw  v'hi  htr-  stranf^ra  in 
iitir  couiilry,  urnl  jiniieegc-d  tii  be  our  fnen()r>:  l>ut  yuu  have  goae  on 
from  OIK'  ftv]'  i><  iinotlier,  so  tluit  no  duu't  know  when  you  will 
!^U>\t.  At  11  Iriniy  concluded  to  Uie  northward,  before  the  luU^  viir, 
111'  ^ujd.  (1ji<>  h;>ii  givfiQ  up  all  the  cuuutry  soucti  tff  t1i<;  Ohio  Rjver. 
Tlial  liuim.lurv  was  a.  Very  jiluiu  oiii;.  It  v>e.»  *uch  aa  could  not  be 
iiliiTid  or  iiiit-iuki'Q ;  iJien*  could  Ik-  do  dispute  about  it.  Concluded 
liy  f^iiyiiij-'  iliiti  ;di  tlie  DKtionv  present  bad  dctorniincd  to  grant  no 
niDH'  Df  ll;v  iviiiiilrv,  but  were  willitij:  to  nbidt  by  ibe  trcnly  wiiich 
eisliihlislii'd  1  liv  1  >!iio  River  as  the  boundary  line.  He  presented  a 
liir^T  iii'U  ol  wiiiiipum  Willi  a  black  Ptripii  running  tlirougb  the  mid- 
dle of  ii,  ri'im-'LLiing  thtrOhio  itiver  dividing,  etc. 

Tiie  Governor  replied,  and  told  them  that  he  eould  not  (KtatublT 
make  the  lea^l  deviatioo  from  the  treaties  wliiirb  hail  been  toncluded 
lit  Fori  r^ianwix,  at  Port  Metntosh,  and  at  tlie  Miami  River;  that 
at  those  treiiiii's  the  aeveral  bouuilaricit  bad  bwii  lixcd,  and  wore 
iiiiulierabli'.  I'iniiKsil  adjourned.  Bev«i«l  day?  ytuv  over,  Indiiuu 
[Hnv-wowinf.'.     The  Ohio  rising  and  driving  with  ice. 

17>*!l,  Jiitjiiiiry  liili. — All  bandit  asucmble  a^in.     Tlie  Governor 
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January  9th. — In  council  once  more.  The  old  Wyandot  chief, 
Shaudotto,  who  spoke  for  all  the  nations  present,  said  he  was  sorry 
the  Governor  talked  of  war.  It  was  not  long  since  both  had  felt 
the  eifects  of  it.  For  their  part,  they  wished  for  no  more.  He 
said  they  all  had  a  great  regard  for  the  Tliirteen  Fires,  and  would  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  accommodate  them  for  the  sake  of 
peace ;  only  hoped  the  line  would  be  removed  a  little  way. 

11th. — The  articles  were  signed. 

13th. — The  goods  were  given  out  to  the  different  nations  of  In- 
dians. The  death  of  General  Varnura,  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Territory,  who  was  buried  this  afternoon,  is  generally  lamented.  The 
officers  of  the  fort  attended  his  funeral. 

28th. — Tlie  Governor,  Pennsylvania  Commissiimers,  and  sundry 
other  gentlemen  attending  the  grand  treaty,  left  us  for  Fort  Pitt. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  President. 

New  York,  Mmj  2,  17^0. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  lav  before  vou  the  treaties  couchKk'd, 
in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  received  from  Congress  on  the  2(>th 
of  October,  1787,  and  2d  of  July,  17>^S,  with  several  of  tlie  Indian 
nations,  in  January  last.  That  they  were  not  j)r('sente(l  at  an 
earlier  period  was  owinir,  in  part,  to  my  own  indisposition;  to  the 
severitv  of  the  winter,  whieh  rendered  tlie  coniniunieation  bv  the 
Ohio,  for  a  lon;^^  time,  imprtictieahle ;  and  to  tlie  eireumstance  that 
the  last  Con<zress  did  not  assend)le  after  it  was  in  my  power  to  have 
sent  them  forward. 

With  the  treaties,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  minutes  of  the  ])ro- 
ceedings  at  the  different  meetings  after  the  naii'iif^  were  assembled, 
and  I  have  added  to  them,  by  wny  <»f  appendix,  all  the  letters  and 
messages  that  passed  between  them  and  me  prior  to  their  assembling. 
These  were  communicated  to  the  Seeri'tarv  of  War,  irom  time  to 
time,  and  though  they  will,  no  doubt,  be  snljmitted  by  him  to  your 
consideratiou,  I  thought  it  best,  as  they  form  a  consiikM-ahle  })art  of 
the  transaction,  to  connect  tliem  in  that  way,  that  the  whole  might 
be  seen  together. 

Bv  the  instruction  of  Julv  2d,  I  was  directed  to  endeavor  at 
extending  the  northern  boundary  as  far  north  as  the  completion 
of  the  fortv-first  decree  of  north  latitude.  Besides  that,  it  wt)ul(i 
have  been  extremely  difficult  to  have  made  the  Indians  eompreheud 
how  that  was  to  be  ascertained.    1  found  that  any  attempt  to  extend 
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lln.-liiiiits.it  ihut  lirao  would  he  very  ill  racoivftd,  irufitrieft'flted  en-  I 
tirely,  tiie  ?<?itlmi|;  a  peace  wilh  tliciii ;  it  wjtB,  tlicruiorc,  not  prO^J 
pijscd,  and  tlie  biuiidariea  rcnmia  as  enltlod  at  the  formrr  treaties,  j 
except  the  rt'ctifyiiig  an  crrar  about  tbc  ])ortugo  at  the  Miami  vitj 
Jago. 

The  iirgi'tiatiun  v,m  both  t«]i<:)ii3  and  troublcooRKi,  nod,  for  a  lot^.l 
time,  liad  an  un]iriiiiiisiiig  a<i>ect,  but  it  came,  ar.  last,  to  na  favrirabtoj 
an  mua  as  eould  imve  bean  expecWti;  nnH,  I  trust,  will  be  atleiidedl 
with  cfinse'iueiu-es  friendly  to  tlio  frontier  parts  of  the  United  Stat««.  T 
There  arc,  bnwcver,  pevoral  nations  on  the  Wabadi,  and  the  rivei*.  J 
whit^h  empty  tliem.solves  intA  it,  that  are  ill  dii'poHnl,  and  from  whott'  i 
there  is  rcasim  Id  exi>eot  tliat  a  pari  of  the  fnmlier  of  Virginia  and' 
the  suttlemcnt  funning  on  the  Miiinil,  will  meet  anmiyannu;  indeed,  J 
that  tlioy  li'.iVL'  ii>it  been  dUlurliei)  during  the  winter  was  not  g 
pected  either  hy  rue  or  the  chiefs  <if  the  nationa  who  met  me  at  Fort  J 
Ilannnr.  The  Wyaudufa)  appointed  persons  to  go  to  tjic-m  and  fn*  j 
form  Ihtni  of  the  result  of  the  treaty,  and  insist  upon  their  delist 
ing  fniiu  farther  huslilities,  which  may  have  had  aonio  efiect  in  pT»M 
diicing  thu  late  tnimiuillity, 

The  fliiini  of  tlie  Wyandot  r 
Shawiiii.'se  wns  strniudy  insisted 
article  of  the  tnaly— t..  ti):it  I 
tiicin,  and  limt  il  rti 
tlicbuii:.niof  it,  bv 
that  h::^  ahv;iy.  b<vi 
onat  tliid  liiiic.  thr^ 
nesc,andChrr..ki,s 
ua  tninlilr;  tl;!it  it  c-uld  ii-it  be 
lon-.^r;  th:it  tli.-y  Wo.dd  bedrivt 
would  Ik- cl;i;t..i'd  and  h.l.l  hy  tl 
<|ijc:^t;  Ih.yfiirili.T  niM.'<l,  that, 


I'dnl 


,  thi> 


cd  th:it  t 


)>st  so  far  iLil;md  would  ■ 


n  to  tlie  lands  reserved  to  the 
isi.<tod  np..ii  by  Ihom,  and  to  ho  made  an 
h:it  I  wmdd  n.>t  coii=ent;  bm.  lo  gati,<fy 
I  bi;  kc'jit  in  rciiiciiibriirii'i',  it  is  inserted  nt 
V  of  nunwrandiJin.  It  s,v,ns  l!ii-<  is  a  chiim 
■Id  np,  ami  tht-  rcasnn  it  «iH  so  much  insi:^tod 
id,  wiis,  tliat.  th.y  Here  sure  tJiat  Ihe  Sliawa- 
or]>i.ra(('d  «tth  llirtn,  would  coniiniie  to  give 
c\]-cchil  (o  lie  lioriie  with  mneh 
■u  out  of  the  ciiinlry,  and  then  it 
LC  Vuili-d  ^^laus,  by  ri-ht  of  c.>n- 
if  the  Slunviiiifse  c<^ntinncd  tlicir 
,  tluijiMlves,  drive  thrrn  off:  They  al?o 
d  be  tii!<,ii  by  tho  l"niled  State.-,  at  the 
i>t  me:iiis  to  oviniue  the  nali'uia  on  the 
Mill  .-iluatnl  for  that  imrpnec;,  and  would 
t  of  the  Indian  trade.  As  it  was  very  nn- 
I  nii;.'lit  Bp]nMvc  of  pitch  a  measure,  as  a 
ith  difficnlly  be  Mippnrled,  and  were  in  no 
.  exe<-uii..n  if  it  .'-hnuld  he  approved,  1  de- 
ll wlullicr  it  eoidd  Iw  done  without  a  con- 
lo  live  tli.re;  an.l  whciher,  in  tliat  ca.*e, 
thevlh.'-nsclv>..  bci.ig  involved,  ihrou-'h 
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the  ongovemablcness  of  their  young  men.  Thcj  acknowledged 
that  they  thought  there  was  danger  of  both,  but  promised  to  send 
some  of  their  principal  men  to  the  Miamies,  and  prepare  them  for 
receiving  a  garrison  peaceably,  and  are  to  give  me  notice  in  the 
spring. 

The  reason  why  the  treaties  were  made  separately  with  tlie  Six 
Nations  and  the  Wyandots,  and  more  westerly  tribes,  was  a  jeal- 
ousy that  subsisted  between  them,  which  I  was  not  willing  to  lessen 
by  appearing  to  consider  them  as  one  people — they  do  not  so  con- 
sider themselves ;  and  I  am  persuaded  their  general  confederacy  is 
entirely  broken ;  indeed,  it  would  not  be  very  difficult,  if  curcum- 
stances,  required  it,  to  set  them  at  deadly  variance. 

The  great  length  of  time  that  elapsed  between  the  appointed 
period  for  the  meeting  and  that  at  which  the  Indians  assembled, 
during  which,  numbers  of  them  were  constantly  going  and  coming, 
has  increased  the  expense  in  the  article  of  provisions  com<iderably ; 
the  utmost  possible  economy,  however,  was  used  through  the  whole 
of  the  business,  and,  in  transacting  it,  I  flatter  myself  with  meeting 
the  approbation  of  Congress. 


Colonel  K.  K.  Meade*  to  Governor  St.  Claui. 

FREDERirK,  Mnij  4,  1780. 
Dear  Sir: — This  will  l)c  handed  to  you  by  Colonel  AVilliani  Xel- 
son,  formerly  of  the  Virginia  line.  lie  is  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Holmes  and  my  brother,  David  Meade,  who  has  a  letter  from  Colo- 
nel Harrison  to  you.  These  gentlemen  seem  inclined  to  touch  on 
your  shore  on  their  way  down  the  river.  I  will  not,  then,  from  our 
former  intimacy  and  long  military  acquaintance,  hesitate  to  take  the 
lil)erty  of  introducing  them  to  your  kind  attention.  Sensible  of  your 
go*)d  disposition,  and  from  a  wish  to  render  you  any  service,  I  can 
not  think  it  proper  to  trouble  you  with  a  load  of  apologies  on  this 
occasion,  but  only  assure  you  of  my  gratitude.  It  would  aflbrd  me 
infinite  satisfaction  to  visit  the  western  country,  but  more  esj)e('ially 
your  part  of  it,  where  I  sliould  have  a  knowledge  of  many  cliarac- 
ters  busily  employed  in  improving  the  works  of  our  Maker  and  lay- 
ing a  foundation,  I  conceive,  for  the  happiest  and  best  government 
in  the  Union,  being  pcH)j)led  chiefly  by  our  hardy  and  industrious 
countrymen  from  the  east,  who  arc  true   rej)ul)lieans,  and  wliose 

*  Colonel  Meade,  Aid-de-Camp  to  General  "NVashingtun,  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary War. 
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virtue  ami  z<.-n\  carriixl  many  of  tliem  through  tlip  wiir.  but,  above  J 
all,  I  am  tolil  ymir  nmstitudon  tbrbida  slavery.  This  vfitl  give  yoQ  J 
advaiita;,'^!*  wliifli  you  have  full  Id  your  view  of  thiu^.  and,  therwj 
fun",  l]ll^ll•l■l■,■^^-a^v■  for  me  to  tnenticiii.  The  abolition  of  slavery,  evenl 
in  tlii>-f  S.jiitliiT:i  States,  is  the  wish  of  every  liberal  uiiiid,'  and  I J 
am  iiR'liiK'<l  tn  tiiiiik  that  the  mode  of  etfc^tiug  it  is  the  ouly  obeta-j 
clc.  rihipiil-i  I  i-vir  quit  my  present  re«ideuw,  tbe  few  I  have  will  be  'j 
freoii  hy  a  n-miivc  to  your  qiiarUT,  should  Gongrcse  confirm  ouT"j 
IiH^atidiis  mxT  llic  Ohio.  I,  however,  will  conclude  with  obeerving'd 
that  thp  Willi  ami  climate  where  I  urn  are  both  too  tempting  to  give  J 
up  for  a  rcrtiPitiT,  though  more  productive  situation — add  to  this,  1 1 
am  rotidcri'd  iiidrm  by  a  eevere  unmerited  gout. 

Be  nssuR'd  I  simcroly  wish  you  every  bappiti<»tj  and  benefit  to  be  I 
derived  from  yniir  offiee,  climate,  and  soil. 

P.  S. — UwulleL'ting  yfiu  are  a  fellow  sufferer  from  tbe  gout,  lest  \ 
you  may  unt  hu  informed  of  tlic  fieveral  cures,  I  iudoae  them. 


Presii)i:si'  WAsirivtiTON  to  tiie  On^-i^nxon  of  Virginia.' 
Ni:w  YuiiK.  M-i.,K'tl:  I7«9. 

«f,— A  K'tH-rof  tbf  4lh  inst,  from  Li,.uti-iiaiit-(;i.v<.rm.r  Wood 
has  hcuu  ni'C'ivcd,  witli  its  iinOusiirc:^,  cmiaioiii,;,'-  llif  inliirmntion 
of  snaic-  r.iiini.rs  <-nmniittcd  hy  tlu^  Indians  on  l\w  ■>:•..]  oflast  ru')iith 
at  Diitikdd  (VucU.  >vhi.'h  nni'>  inlo  lli<-  .MonoojralKUi  Ilivcr. 

It  is  «iiii  cnii.'cni  Iliat  I  h>ani  ilils  cir.'nmsiamv,  as  a  livaty  had 
lati-lv  )«■>  II  .-oa.'liid,..!  I.v  the  ( iovniorof  ih.-  \V.--i.>ni  T.Ti'il.irv  with 
the  \Vy:MLd,,i,I).iawaiv'.<masva.  fhli.pi'wa,  l'.,!ia«;Uaii.i^-  and  -Sic 
Nations  nf  Indians  norlli-wst  of  Ihr  Ohi,,. 

It  is  rmtsl  pr,J):i!>h-  that  th.^  r.vvnl  rauntiTs  hav*-  \»-i-n  (-ommilk-d 
hv  a  partv  tV-to  llie  rcinriatils  ..f  the  .•^hawam^se  idbo,  who  are 
joined  by  u  t;.w  n-nc,L';id,.  Cheroktrs. 

Til,:  (iovcrnor  of  the  Western  Territ.iiy.  who  is  here,  will  siKm 
return  to  tiic  irontiers.  ami  he  will,  in  eonJntK-tion  with  the  eom- 
mandini;  olfuvr  of  (be  tr.».|w.  take  sneh  mi>a.-itri>s  with  the  wiid 
Sliawamw  and  other  retrartuj-y  tribes  as  the  <.r.-asion  may  rcipiire. 
and  ilie  pnl.lie  situation  admit." 

It  would  be  hiLdily  prnp.T  in  future,  in  ease  .>f  deprediitionp  south 


.>r  II, .■  (Iriiiiiiii.r...  i.f  In  the 
iiiul   Miirjiiiiul  gtiitlenien. 
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of  the  Ohio,  that  information  be  communicated  as  early  as  possible 
to  the  nearest  post  of  the  troops  stationed  on  the  Ohio,  in  order,  if 
possible,  that  the  banditti  may  be  intercepted. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

New  York,  June  14,  1789. 
Sir: — I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  12th,  and  in 
reply  have  to  observe  that,  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  29th 
of  August,  1788,*  I  was  directed  to  repair  to  the  Mississippi,  in 


*  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  August  29 ih  ; 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Dane* 
Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Tucker,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
of  a  former  committee  respecting  the  inhabitants  of  Fort  Vincennes: 

Resolved,  That  measures  be  taken  for  confirming  in  their  possessions  and 
titles  the  French  and  Cunadian  inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  at  Fort  Vin- 
cennes, who,  on  or  before  the  year  178'1,  had  settled  there,  and  had  pro- 
fessed themselves  citizens  of  the  llnit(*d  .States,  or  any  of  them,  and  for 
laying  off  to  them,  at  their  own  expense,  the  several  tracts  which  they  right- 
fully claim,  and  which  may  have  been  allotted  to  them  according  to  the  laws 
and  usages  of  the  governments  under  which  they  have  respectively  settled. 
That  four  hundred  acres  of  land  be  reserve  1  and  given  to  every  head  of  a 
family  of  the  above  description  settled  Mt  Fort  St.  Vincennes.  That  the 
Governor  of  the  Western  Territory  cause  to  be  laid  out,  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, in  the  form  of  a  square,  adjoining  to  the  present  improvements  at 
Fort  Vincennes,  and  in  whatever  direction  the  settlers  shall  prefer,  a  tract 
of  land  sufficient  for  completing  th(;  above  donation,  which  tract  shall  after- 
wards be  divided  by  lot  among  th«^  settlers  who  are  entitled  to  any  part  of 
the  same,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  agr^e. 

Charles  Thomson,    Secretary, 

On  a  report  of  the  same  committee,  the  following  instructions  to  General 
St.  Clair,  Governor  of  the  Wc-tern  Territory,  were  agreed  to: 

Sir : — You  are  to  proceed  without  delay,  except  while  you  are  necessarily 
detained  by  the  treaty  now  on  hands,  to  the  French  settlement  on  the  river 
Mississippi,  in  order  to  give  dispatch  to  the  several  measures  which  are  to 
be  taUen  according  to  the  acts  of  'JOth  of  June  last  and  the  28th  instant,  of 
which  a  copy  is  inclosed  for  your  information.  You  are  to  inquire  whether 
there  be  any  Indians  who  claim  the  lands  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  if  there  be  any  such  Fndians.  you 
are  immediately  to  take  measure-*  for  holding  a  treaty  with  them  and  ex- 
tinguishing their  claim,  at  least  to  so  much  of  the  territory  as  you  find  de- 
scribed in  the  aforesaid  acts,  and  to  several  acts  of  October  22d,  1787,  relative 
to  lands  on  the  Misissippi.  If  j'ou  find  it  best  and  cheaper  to  extincjuish 
the  claim  of  those  Indians  by  agreeing  to  furnish  them  annually  with  a 
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order  ti^  lioltl  a  tri'iity  with  the  Indians,  who  iuhabit  the  coonti^r 
u]>i)u  thut  river,  l<ir  llie  extinguishing  their  claims  tij  lands  vritliin 
ceriuiu  iiiiiitj-,  U'  atiy  nnh  claims  existed,  and  tt)  hiy  out  certain  do- 
Datiiius  i<l'  land  to  tin.'  iiucieut  iababitanU.  From  thence  I  wad  \n 
proceed  tu  Pust  ISt.  N'iDcenncs,  upou  the  Walnish,  and  luy  out  like 
donations  tor  the  itiliuljitanta  tliere;  but  the  instructions  contained 
no  directions  to  uiakc  iiny  purchase  about  the  [MWt,  from  a  presump- 
tiuu,  I  sup|V)sc,  ttmt  n  cession  had  been  madi'  ihcro  ti>  the  crown  of 
Fmncf.  With  tlic  remainder  of  the  gmiils  from  former  treatice, 
anil  ihe  ivurriintM  I  luive  received  from  the  Board  of  Treasury,  there 
is  sutHvii'iii,  I  .■iiiii|ii>si',  in  my  hand?  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
trfuiy  <^iilL  tlif  .Mi— i-i.-ippi  Indians,  exclusive  of  iht-  proviwons. 
Wlml  iliiy  may  uiiniLiiii  lulcan  not  ascerlAJn,  M  I  um  ignorant  of  the 
IiiilJan  nuiiiljcrs,  Tliiy  are  inooosiderable ;  but  an  irnmediate  pro- 
vision for  the  pnyuicnl  of  the  proTisiont!,  either  for  that  or  any  other 
treaty,  14  not  uecessury,  the  contractors  \xia^  obliged  tu  funiish  all 
nttlons  that  may  be  rcrjitired  by  the  United  States. 


ir  otKer  proviiiiin»,  for  a  lurni  not  exceeding  ten 

i.nip  of  til.'  -piilera  im  llie 
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Jlif-issipi.i,  in  wliii'h  tlifV  .if  1..  \,  ■  .■..nHnii-.l.  :im<I  ^'ivi-ii  ilir. 
out  111.'  rt-.Tvn  liind.  whii'li  Iln'  s.^hLts  iiinv  .iivi.l.-  „.  tlu-v  .li:,ll  il.iiik"l».<l 
Hmii'.|;  tli..m,L'lvi.^  bj  lol,  y..ii  i.r..  t-  rcpuii  tin:  i^liel,:  ef  j-„„r  pixK-.-iHiJns* 
to  (.■.ini;ri-^j, 

ArlcT  v..uyiliill   hnvr   ,li^|.,,trli.'a  (ho  .^ivnil   riiiitli.r=  <-niiiiiiJlti>.i    lo  your 

Ml.'  Ihv  i.if;i-i.r,-i  lilnvv.i  l.J  Li.;  liiki^iL  Liv  lliir  ii.a  .il'  (lii.  ,l..y.  .mJ  rop,.rl  .v..i,r 

.\U;m..u,»sihm  nt  Govkknok  St.  Ci.au;. 
In  Ihi:  act  .jf  Vir-iiii:!  r.>i-  tvLablifliiiiL;  a  hoi.l  nili,-..  (p,i^(.  lo.  Vol.  IMl, 
tjiw^l  uin..ng  ..tii.T  i>xi'iii].li..n-.  Ir.ini  l:i\:itiiiii,  tlif  Ijiiicl.,  iinrtli-iio.H  of  iliii 
Oliio  aro  meuliun..,!  ^.w  l-iiu-  of  ITTH.  piij;.-  ITJ).  [l  w„s  eiii.Llc-J  in  ih.! 
Biiitio  Vfiir,  tbat  no  person  sb.  iilJ  l>u  ullowi-d  priM^niplion,  or  any  bfni'lil, 
from  setllin:;  on  Hut  iinrtli-wiv-l  siJo  of  mM  rivir,  niiU  tbi:  Governor  wiis 
dfdirL-il  by  liroflumatioii  lo  rvmovt-lbc  sailers  Hnd  piuv.-iil  olli.-rs  from  soint; 
on,  !m<l  tn  uso  iinii.-d  for.v  if  nuccss.iry;  lliis  n.>l  t"  pn^venl  the  fmu  b  ui.d 
L'nimdiun^  or  olbtT  ltonili<'?.  n'tmilly  willed.  i:U:.  iMi;. 

fltipuliiling  lb;il  tbi'  Kn'iivli  and  rtuiailiiiii  iiiloibitiinK  nod  oLl^cr  M'ltl.Ts 
of  Kiiikii-kiii,  Kt.  Vitir'oiTt'-.  mid  iiei;;hl,..rii.i;  vilbit."".  who  hnve  pror,.s=,ed 
tli.-n.«'lv^  ■■ili7,,.|i-i  of  Vii-L;ini.,,  -IilII  bav.-  lliLir  tillrs  and  |>i)-^..«5ions  eon- 
Hrni.'d  lo  llK-ni,  and   b..  proti^Laed  in   Ibt-  uuji.vTnenl  of  tiiirir  rights  and  lih- 


lalili-! 
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Should  it  be  thought  proper  to  treat  with  the  Indians  of  the  War 
bash  and  Miami,  a  further  sum  will  be  necessary,  and  I  have  in- 
closed an  estimate  of  what  the  expenses  would  probably  amount  to. 
It  appears,  indeed,  of  absolute  necessity  that  the  savages  should  be 
brought  to  peace,  either  by  treaty  or  by  force. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  judge  what  sum  would  induce  them  to 
extend  the  northern  boundary  of  the  last  cession  to  the  Mississippi, 
neither  is  it  very  well  known  what  nations  are  the  proprietors  of 
the  country  that  would  be  obtained  by  that  extension.  Perhaps  a 
provisional  power  to  make  such  agreements,  and  limiting  the  sum, 
might  not  be  improper,  as  the  expense  of  another  meeting  for  that 
purpose  might  be  avoided  if  the  pwprietors  attended  at  the  treaty 
in  contemplation.  The  stipulations  could  be  made  then,  and  the 
payment  at  an  after  period. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Board  of  Treasury. 

(Xo  Date),  1789. 
Oenflemen  : — General  Butler  has  shown  me  the  accounts  vou  were 
pleased  to  mention  yesterday.  Tiiere  is  a  part  of  them  that  might 
be  considered  as  expenses  attending  the  treaty,  and  would  conse- 
quently fall  under  the  appro})riated  mon<'y ;  some  part  of  it  is  cer- 
tainly not,  the  disbursements  having  been  made  before  tlie  money 
was  granted.  It  was  my  opinion  that  all  the  communications  with 
the  Indians  ought  to  ^o  througli  him  while  he  was  Su])erintendent, 
and  that,  consequently,  the  expense  attending  them  would  be  a  charge 
against  the  jmblic  in  the  general  account  of  the  Indian  Department. 
The  treaties  had  no  immediate  relation  to  that  Department,  neither 
had  the  Superintendent,  as  such,  any  thing  to  do  with  the  last.  The 
moneys  heretofore  granted  for  treaties  I  did  supi)ose  to  1x3  distinct 
also.  Should  the  Board,  however,  Ix^  of  opinion  that  it  is  proper  to 
bring  them  under  that  head,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  twenty-six 
thousand  dollars  are  applied  to  a  special  purpose,  leaving  eight  thous- 
and dollars  only  expenses,  which  amount  has  already  been  exiM?nded. 


Bartholomew  Tardiveau  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

[Extract.]  Danville,  June  30,  1789.     \ 

Sir: — ^I  take  the  liberty  to  address  your  Excellency  in  behalf  of 
a  people  who  look  up  to  you  as  their  natural  prot<?ctor  and  benevolent 
father.     The  honor  I  have  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  your  Ex- 
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i;fllL'in.'y.  iu>ii)iri>s  we  with  the  conlliieuce  that  ta  offer  you  ao  op- 
jiortuiiiLy  uj'  i-flieviug  the  ilUtreeses  of  your  fellow  creatures  ia  to 
afli.irLl  lij  your  feeliu^-heart  the  higheat  graljflcation  it  way  !«  capor 
iif  enj'ivini;.     I  iii'i;il  not,  therefore,  offer  uiiy  Hp<ilogy  for  troub- 


Uu-  > 


r  i:s 


1  thi: 


>t!iv  ill  New  York,  I  took  notice  [i*.  i*.  mentioned]  to 
tliL'  I'ri'.^iilfiit,  :iriil  i-ijvci-al  other  luenibere  of  llie  lat.o  Congress,  of  a 
rfsiiliiliuu'  [uif^sfil  ill  the  year  1787,  cojiceniilig  the  Wostprn  Fed- 
eriil  Terrltiiry,  the  i.ljjcct  of  which  was  to  prohihlt  elsvery  m  that 
L'iunilry.  I  ihoii  foru^w  the  evil  consequences  to  the  Territory  of 
thU  act,  tiiul  thi-  coTi.-'tcmation  it  would  produce  amoii^  the  lahabit- 
nuts  of  the  IlliiioiFi  country,  and  communicated  my  fears  to  the  gen- 
tlemeuid  Congrcfi,  ilcmonstrating,  nt  the  ciamc  time,  the  illegality  of 
Bu  ejc  iJostf'vUi  linv,  (he  operation  of  which  would  deprive  a.  conaid- 
erabli?  nunibcr  of  cilrKens  of  their  property,  acquired  and  enjoyed 
liiufj  liefdro  thi'v  wcri'  under  tlie  dominion  of  the  United  States.  I 
would  have  prcscuti'il  a  memorial  on  the  Bubjeet,  but  was  told  that 
it  waii  nci'dli^s,  llmt  it  would  be  brought  up  in  Congrens,  and  that 
there  would  not  Ijc  tlio  least  difficulty ;  and  as  I  had  already  troubled 
that  tiody  witli  a  niuiilK-r  of  ivetiti.ms  I  rofrainod.  Rcnsihlc  of  the 
juritico  of  my  stalciucul,  jri'Hlli'iucn  rciuarkol  that  tlic  int<-ntiou  of 
the  obnoxious  riw)hit ion  hinl  In'Cii  solely  (o  j.revcnt  IJic  fuliirc  im- 
porlalion  of  sluves  into  tlni  I'edend  d.uuliv;  ilia'  it  w;i,-;  mit  meant 
to  afti'ct  the  ri-JLl.s  ..f  llui  iiueient  iiihuliit;in"rs ;   iiud  im.uiise*!  to  have 


a  cUio^e  inserti'd 

ca.e  the  upprHie. 

taiuiiiL;  llic  most 

not  lu>it:ilo  h,  .-it 

ahout  llie  matter 

of  tlieR'sohit!.,u. 

f  tlK.  V 


real  I 


lot  dot 


fiuftieieut  to 
Enter- 


luiliitiiiits  ..f  IlHi, 


a  «retflied  iulia 
;-iirrt  iie-lcctei!  V 


I  he  ju-tireof  <.'ou;rress,  I  did 
ijiiit  tiiey  need  n<it  l>e  luieasy 

II  preveiiled  the  niodificalion 
ll.:it  a  future  Coiijrres:;  would 

w  letter  never  reuelicd  llie  in- 

III  itself  tlifi,  and  was  trans- 
of  some  desiffiiiiip  eharactcrs 

lorluuities  of  be- 


oppo 


luul  i^ee 


.  the 


iseh-( 


I'v  lirst  net  of  altenliou  jmii) 

I  '>■  ori'iimi'aet  i>f  tlioDrdinBlite. 
t  .^1  r.  Tdnliveiiii  finipht  ti>  hiive 
iii    l.v  \\w  first  CoiigreM  under 
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to  them  pronounced  their  utter  ruin.  It  was  not  intended,  I  know ; 
but  it  was  designedly  represented  to  them,  and  with  many  aggra- 
vating cifcunistances  rumored  that  the  very  moment  your  Excel- 
lency landed  at  the  Illinois  all  their  slaves  would  be  set  free.  A 
{)anic  seized  upon  their  minds,  and  all  the  wealthiest  among  them, 
having  but  the  wreck  of  once  affluent  fortunes,  have  gone  to  seek 
from  the  Spanish  Government  that  security  which  they  conceived 
was  refused  to  them.  The  plot  has  succeeded  to  a  miracle.  Im- 
position has  reaped  the  fruits  of  her  cunning,  and  obtained  for  a 
paltry  consideration  very  valuable  estates.  Some,  however,  of  the 
inhabitants  have  Ixn^n  wiser  than  the  others,  and  suspecting  the  snare 
laid  for  them  have  crossed  the  Mississippi  with  their  negroes,  but 
declined  selling  their  property  until  they  are  better  informed  of  the 
intentions  of  Congress  towards  them.  Before  the  evil  becomes  more 
general — before  a  total  desertion  of  the  country — it  is  in  your  Ex- 
cellency's power  to  apply  a  corrective  for  the  threatening  disaster  by 
obtaining  from  the  Federal  Government  a  resolution  declaring  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  original  action/     . 


Z' 


Jamrs  Wii^on  to  AuTiirii  St.  Clair. 

PlIILADKLnilA,  Juhj  \lVh,  1789. 
Dear  Sir: — If  vou  can  bo  ])rou<rl»t  into  Council  for  the  C<»untv  of 
"Westmoreland,  or  Allcirluiny,  it  is  in  tlic  serious  contemplation  of 
some  here  to  have  you  placed  in  the  chair  of  the  President  of  Penu- 

^ Governor  St.  Clair  did  not  Hp]>ly  to  Congress  for  any  inodificiition  of  tlic^ 
Ordinance,  not  only  berauso  lio  liad  supporlcd  the  inhibition  at  tlif  tinu?.  l)ut 
Wcau*e  ho  knew  tli<^  sontiniont  of  iho  National  Lei;i>lature  was  averse  to 
altoring  the  cunipact  at  that  time.  But  ho  confirnnd  the  interpretation  ])ut 
upon  the  compact;  viz:  that  it  was  intendid  to  prohibit  the  Anther  importa- 
tion of  slaves  into  the  North-western  country,  not  to  set  free  those  held  in 
bondage  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Ordinance — u  bt)ndago  author- 
ized by  French  and  English  laws. 

31  r.  Tardiveau  c«>ncluded  Ins  communication  with  an  elaborate  arirument 
in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  compact,  in  which  his  own  seltlsh  interests  weie 
jjrominent.  He  said'?  "This  j)artial  exclusi«»n  from  a  riglit  whii'h  thcj  other  ^ 
States  have  retained,  so«»m8  to  bo  in  direct  contiadiclion  with  the  sj)irit  of 
the  new  Federal  (Government,  which  is  allowed  to  make  nom?  but  gi-nerat 
regulations  throughout  the  T'nion.  .  .  .  If  tin;  act  is  not  r«'j»ealed,  the 
Western  countrv  will  infalUblv  remain  f(^r  a  lonir  time  in  a  stat«M>f  infancv. 
Another  consideration  of  some  weight  should,  in  my  opinicn,  have  induced 
Congress  to  encourage  the  transportation  of  slaves  into  the  \Vestcrn  country, 
instead  of  discountenancing  it.     In  tiie  present  benevolent  plan  of  abolish- 
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Tliid  appotntmoot  wiU  pnibabh-  bu  CDutlnued  for  Uil<be 
l:Ii  our  Cuuslitutiuu  sbmilil  nut  be  cliiuiged.  If  a 
i]>pily  take  place,  as  I  hopu  it  will,  tbt-.  iippnintment 
ich  lunger.  I-et  lue  beg  of  you  to  siMird  tliR-c  days, 
lijitely  to  thla  city,  that  matters  may  bo  considered 

and  arranged,  iiir  there  ia  not  a  muineul  to  be  lost.     Write  lomeas 

stHiu  a:f.  yaiL  j-inili  i-eccive  thia  letter. 


sylvunia. 
ytiirs,  evei 


may  cimtiu 
and  onmc  ii 


.TriiKi:  Parsons  to  Goveiinob  St.  CtiAiit. 

Mahietta,  JuyiMrf  23,  1789. 
Sir: — Wf  have  loog  expected  ami  mimt  urduully  wUhed  your 
Eswilciicy's  ivtiiTQ  to  your  goTernraent;  but  we  are  convinciMl  yoitr 
absieiiei'  U  tifri's.-iiry,  and  the  welfare  of  the  Territory  requirea  your 
coiitiimanw  ii(.iir  Cuugress.  I  have  only  to  exprees  my  desire  that 
your  aWnce  may  not  be  long  delayed,  and  that  every  thing  oeoea- 
sary  fur  the  AVLJfare  of  the  government  may  be  aecomplisbed  before 
yiiur  ruluni.     I  we  in  the  jonnmln  of  Cimjrrp.sp  a  rcsnlulion'  for  the 


viu-d.   Tlii^  Lifinir.  ill  fa'' 


K.f  M;.v.  IT.-:*,  "ilrs.-W:. 


.  ..niif  ITniutl 
I.  Hi.;  ••^i)\.  iir- 
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government  of  this  country ;  if  it  in  any  manner  changes  the  for- 
mer system,  I.  shall  feel  myself  much  obliged  if  your  Excellency 
will  favor  me  with  the  contents  of  the  bill.  On  the  14th  inst.,  a 
party  of  our  sutveyors  were  attacked  by  the  Indians  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  down  the  Ohio  from  this  place ;  six  soldiers 
were  killed  dead,  and  one  of  the  chainmen  was  wounded,  and  is 

John  Adttm?,  Governor  George  Cintori,  Mnjor-General  Arthur  St.  Cinir,  the 
Count  du  Mousticr  (the  French  Minister),  Don  Diei^o  Gardoqui  (Spanish 
Minister),  John  Jay,  Senatorft  Langdon,  Wingate,  Izard,  and  Few,  and  Mr. 
Muhlenburg,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Keprcsentatives.  The  dinner  was 
plain,  and  Washington,  standing  at  the  hea<l  of  the  taMe,  afskud  a  blessing. 
After  the  dessert,  a  single  glass  of  wine  was  offered  to  each  of  the  guests. 
The  Prcfsident  then  arose  and  led  the  way  to  the  drawing  room,  and  the 
company  departed  without  ceremony. 

We  now  return  to  the  Territory.  Before  his  departure  for  New  York,  the 
Governor  made  but  few  additional  appointments,  and  no  more  laws  were 
passed,  one  of  the  judges  having  died  of  consumption.  [Judge  Varnum 
had  l>ecn  in  ill  health  for  some  time]  James  Mitchell  Varninn  wa«  u  native 
of  Uhodo  Itlund,  libcrall  yvducated.  and  hsnl  Ik'oh  active  in  forininjij  the  Ohio 
Company,  lie  arrived  at  Muskinj^um  in  June,  and  lived  only  seven  months 
in  the  Territory. 

The  offieial  record  (►f  Mr.  Sarjjent  will  show  wliat  was  df»ne.* 


(1.)  17N».  January  21.— Charles  fjlreen  was  ooinini'^xioiuMl  CoroinT.  Military  ap- 
pointments—Georjre  InKersoll,  Ksq..  Captain  (»f  ArtilliTv;  .I«>'«'ph  Prince,  <ienthMnun, 
Fir*t-Lientenant:  William  Hal<'h,  (Jentleman.  See«nul-Lient«iiant.  .Vnstlni  Tapper, 
Gentleman,  was  a]>polntefl  Lieutenant  in  the  militia  n-f^iment,  vie:  Injfersdll  pro- 

m«>tr<l. 
April  IG. — Enoch  Parsons  wa«  appointed  Commissioner  of  n«'}?lst«-r  of  Deeds  for 

the  (•(•iinty  of  Washington,  and  C'lcrk  of  Court  of  Trobate.     Conjml.-sioned  by  the 

Sceretary.  May  1 1th. 

After  I  he  Covernor's  return  to  the  Territory: 

r)<'eember  IG.— Joseph  (iillman.  Kscj,,  ai)pointed  Judj,'e  r)f  the  Court  of  C'ommon 
Pleas,  and  Justiee  of  the  iJeneral  Court,  an«l  alst)  Justlee  of  tlie  IN.'jicr. 

I)e<'ember  is.— Judge  CJillman  was  eommis.sioned  Jud^e  of  Probate,  to  serve  as 
such  durln;rtl»e  absen<'C  (»f  (jeneral  Putnam. 

Deeem>>er  y*.- FoUowlnj?  aj^pointments  made:  Kirkwood.  Justici..  nf  Peace  for 
Washington  county;  Kbene^ter  Sprout.  Lieutenant-<\don<-l  of  First  Uejrinieiit:  Hub- 
ert Oliver.  Major:  Jonathan  Morrit»,  Esq..  Captain,  and  John  <Jray,  (ientleman.  En- 
Bign.    The  re.Kignation  of  Charles  Kimwles  was  ac('<'ptcd. 

December  2x. —  CJovernor  St.  Clair  issuecl  a  pnn-lamation  authorl/.inir  Absab»m 
Martin  to  erect  and  keep  a  ferry  (necessary  for  the  convenience  c»f  ilic  inhabitants 
of  Wa^hinu'ton  county),  over  the  Ohio  Kiver,  from  his  plantation,  nearly  opi)osite 
Wheelin;,'.  to  the  Virpinia  shore. 

Ebenczer  Sproat  was  reappointed  Sheriff". 

In  announcing  the  new  militia  appointments  in  general  onlers,  the  Ciovernor  took 
oc<.'asion  to  say: 

The  Governor  has  observed  with  some  regret  that  little  attention  Is  palil  to  militia 
duties.  Though  the  settlement  is  at  present  in  a  slate  of  safety,  tin-re  is  n  faithless 
people  in  the  frontier,  and  a  people  who  may  be  led  to  acts  of  hostility  without  any 
provoeatlon  from  the  inhabitants  of  tin'  Territory.  Self  ])reservatiim,  therefore, 
dictates  that  they  be  prepared— the  advantages  will  result  to  the  people  themselves. 
and  the  peiniltles  of  the  law  will  be  avoiibd. 

iKccrabcr  :X).— The  Governor  embarked  for  the  MissLssippi. 
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I'iilior  killed  or  taken ;  lie  c-oulil  nut  be  iiiuiul  tli(>  tioxt  day,  nor  Im  ' 
lie  >\ui\:  U-i'u  liL'iird  of.    The  remaining  wilfliem  mid  siirvt^yjiig  party 
t'sciijuil.     I  li"[ii.'  ere  this  time  I  hiivd  on  ugri-wiWe  wiilt'itgiie  iip- 
{Kiiiitdl,  ami  tliat  be  will  speedily  mriTo.     I  bave  bri-n  nick  nlMiut 
tbrw  «v  f'Uir  weeks,  but  have  nearly  r«;overed  ray  health  a^in. 

Till?  iiihabilaiils  in  tlie  eettlementa  enjoy  good  health,  and  tho  lux- 
uriiiiii:e  iif  vi-jrcialion  promises  a  very  plfntiful  return  lor  their 
liiliiir;  tliL'j'  hitvL'  thia  jear  fi>iir  hundred  acres  of  curu  and  itmall 
•Itiiiri.  nil  III'  which  bida  fair  Iri  produce  in  Hbimdnncc.  One  grtdt 
uud  f^w  mill  V  iU  be  completed  soon,  onothei  by  Dcovnibcr. 


PllOCLAMATIOS   BY   Goi,T;ilNOn   MiRO.' 

His  S[aji'>iy  huving  been  gracionsly  pkascd  to  encouraee  eiu 
■,r:m\^  ii'  hi:"  I'l-Liviuoe  of  Louisiana,  he  hoe,  in  his  royal  bounty, 
iTiriiiinl  111  iMiiliT  upon  emigrants  the  following  righta.  privilej 


m 


To  iiH  tiiiiiilies  piinsistini,'  of  two  or  thn'e  lalmring  persons  lie  will 
gnint  two  huiidreil  and  fiTiy  in.Tes  (Frfiirh  iiu-usur,-)  of  land  gratis; 
t.)  j^iK'li  us  consist  ijf  f-.iir  hihoriiiL'  |iiTsnns.  mid  u]>iviir.l.-  sis  far  sis  ten, 
liiiir  humlivil  iHTis  shall  W-  -\\<-\\;  «liiii  from  ten  lo  llflccn,  six 
limiilriii :    ami    when    IVmn  sixie.ii  ii|i«arils,  ci^rUt  hundred  ai^res 


Ni,  luTs.m  :-liall  Ix'  molested  in  reliL-ioiis  matters,  th<iiiL'h  im  p.d)- 
lieMv,r>lii|.  shall  lie  allouid  Imi  thai  of  the  li^imaii  raili-lic  riiureh. 
From  i!ie  moment  of  their  arrival  in  this  Trovijiee,  all  person:^  shall 
1)0  treated  and  enjoy  the  same  ommer.ial  privih-es  and  proteetiou 
us  the  aiieirnl  iiihaliitants,  ami  shall  he  s:overiie<!  I.v  the  same  huvs 
and  eiisliims;  fir  whieh  piiiii>.se  his  Majesty  will  e.lalilish  a  com- 
maniliii-  uliieer  to  [ir.ileel  the  settlement  a-aiiisl  ull  iuMilts. 

This  i.lfieer  will  deride  the  e..ntn>versies  wliieh  may  ari^e  nmong 
the  inhal.ilanis,  and  nil  dilUren.es  in  mailers  of  inreresl  not  exewd- 
inL,'  the  valn<;  ofi.ne  lumdivd  dollars.  Knmi  lliis  sum  iip«ar<ls,  Ihe 
said  commander  will  hear  the  iillepilions  of  th,.  parlies,  direct  the 
|iro,vediii,vrs,  and  transmit  the  saii.e  to  New  Orleans  fir  the  decision 
of  the  ir'.veriunenl.  imless   the   parties  shall   a-ree   to   stilimit   their 
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each  party  shall  choose  one  or  two  arbitrators,  and  if  they  should 
not  agree,  the  commander  shall  name  another  to  decide  the  matter. 

Every  person  emigrating  into  his  Majesty's  Province  of  Louisiana 
can  bring  his  own  projwrty  with  him  in  the  produce  of  the  country 
he  comes  from,  such  as  peltries,  tobacco,  flax,  hemp,  cordage,  flour, 
horses,  sheep,  swine,  cattle,  salt,  and  all  sorts  of  provisions,  free 
from  duties,  with  liberty  to  sell  them  to  any  post  of  the  Province, 
or  send  the  same  for  their  own  account  to  the  outpost  permitted  for 
commerce  to  the  inhabitants ;  but,  in  this  latter  case,  they  are  to 
pay  the  duties  established  for  exportation,  which  is  six  (ler  cent. 

At  their  arrival,  every  head  of  a  family  answering  for  every  indi- 
vidual of  it,  shall  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  most  Catholic 
ftfajesty,  binding  themselves  to  take  up  arms,  only  in  defence  of  this 
Province,  against  any  enemy  whatsoever  that  shall  attack  it.  It  is 
his  Majest/s  intention  to  establish,  within  proper  distances.  Parish 
Churches,  to  be  served  by  priests  that  may  speak  the  English  lan- 
guage, but  who  shall  have  no  right  to  interfere,  in  religious  matters, 
with  those  who  mav  not  lx>  Catholics,  nor  shall  any  tithes  or  other 
pay  l>c  exacted  from  tliein.  All  subjects  of  his  Majesty  shall  have 
a  free  market  at  New  Orleans  for  the  i)ro(lucc  of  their  lau<ls  or  lalx)r, 
and  shall  ho  exempt  from  all  duties  and  taxes. 

It  is  his  Majesty's  orders  that  his  laws  shall  be  administered  with 
mildness  and  lenity,  so  as  to  render  his  subjects  as  happy  as  |)()ssi- 
ble;  for  this  purpose,  officers  who  are  well  (|ualified  are  api>ointed 
to  govern  the  different  settlements.^ 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  New  Orleans,  this  sixth  day  of  Sep- 
teml)er,  1789.  Ehtevan  Miro. 


Governor  St.  Ci^ir  to  thi:  President. 

New  York,  Si'ptember  14,  1789. 
Sir: — The  constant  hostilities  })etweeu  the  Indians  who  live  ujx)n 
the  river  Wabash  and  the  jxioplc  of  Kentucky  must  necessarily  ]ye 
attended  with  such  embarrassing  circumstances  to  tlie  g()V(*rnnient 
of  the  Western  Territory,  that  I  am  induced  to  request  you  will  Ikj 
pleased  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  give  me  the  orders 
you  may  think  pn)i»er. 


1 A  proclamation  annoum:ing  the  purpose  of  his  Tatholic  Mnj(?sty  was  is- 
sued by  CJovornnr  Aliro  on  tho  2d  September,  but  it  omitted  tlie  details  con- 
tained in  the  above. 
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eWnTW^^^ 


It  is  nnt  111  bo  cxp6ct«d,  sir,  ihat  the  Kentucky  people  tt 
submit  iiationtly  to  the  crjielliefl  and  depredatiijuB  of  those  aavagee ; 
tliey  ure  iti  tlii'  bnbit  of  retaliation,  ]>crl]ape,  without  attending  pre- 
eisely  to  tin;  n;iliuns  froni  which  the  injuries  are  received ;  they  will 
continue  tii  retaliate,  or  they  will  apply  to  the  Governor  of  the 
WesicTH  Cniinlry  (through  whieh  the  Indiuus  must  pass  to  attack 
them")  for  reilrcsn.  If  he  can  not  redreBS  them  (and  in  present  cat- 
cninstaui'es  he  can  nol),  they  also  will  march  througU  that  country 
to  n-ilrcss  tln'iuselves,  and  tho  govemnipnt  will  be  laid  prostrate. 
The  United  S:oles,  on  the  otlier  liaud,  are  at'penee  with  several  of 
the  nation:'.  luid  should  the  restMitu<>nt  of  those  |K!Ople  fall  u)>ou 
any  of  tlii.;ii,  vvliieh  it  is  likely  enough  may  hnppeu,  very  bad  con- 
setjufTiivrf  Mill  tiillow;  for  it  must  appear  to  them  that  the  United 
Stales  liiliiT  pay  no  regard  to  their  treaties  or  that  they  are  uuaHc 
nr  uiMvilliiLjr  ti'  carry  their  engagements  iuto  eflec.t  Heiuonstrancea 
will  jmibalily  be  made  by  them  also  to  the  governor,  and  he  will  be 
f.niiiil  ill  ;i  nituaiiou  from  whlch  lie  coo  neither  redress  the  one  nor 
jiriitcct  tin-  uilnT.  They  will  uuiie  with  the  hostile  natious,  pru- 
ilfiilly  preliTiiii^'  n]>en  war  to  ii  delusive  and  nneorfnin  [wace. 

Hy'ii  n's.,luliuii  of  the  lulo  Coultcs^.  the  {i<.vern<.r  of  the  Wost- 
eiLi  i\TriH,ry  luul  pouvr,  lo  -'ase  of  li.pstililics.  to  cull  upr.u  Yir-:inia 


I  I'eiHi.^vl 


,vith 


I  lie  Cu 
That   r 


'   India 


m^ 
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The  Pbesident  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

New  York,  October  6,  1789. 

Sir: — Congress  having,  by  their  act  of  the  29th  of  September 
last,  empowered  me  to  call  forth  the  militia  of  the  States?  rc-spect^ 
ively,  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  from  the  incursions  of  the 
hostile  Indians,  I  have  thought  proper  to  make  this  communication 
to  you,  together  with  the  instructions  herein  contained. 

It  is  highly  necessary  that  I  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  possess 
full  information  whether  the  Wabash  and  Illinois  Indians  are  most 
inclined  for  war  or  peace.  If  for  the  former,  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  be  informed  of  the  means  which  will  most  probably  induce 
them  to  peace.  If  a  peace  can  be  established  with  the  said  Indians 
on  reasonable  terms,  the  interests  of  the  United  States  dictate  that 
it  should  be  eflTected  as  soon  as  possible. 

You  will,  therefore,  inform  the  said  Indians  of  the  disposition  of 
the  General  Government  on  tliis  subject,  and  of  their  reasonable  de- 
sire that  there  should  be  a  cessation  of  liostilities  as  a  prelude  to  a 
treaty.  If,  however,  notwitlistanding  your  intimations  to  them, 
they  should  continue  their  hostilities,  or  meditate  any  incursions 
agaiast  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  or  ajraiiist  any 
of  the  troops  or  posts  of  the  United  States,  and  it  should  appear  to 
you  the  time  of  execution  would  be  so  near  as  to  forbid  your  trans- 
mitting the  information  to  me,  and  receiving  my  further  orders 
thereon,  then  you  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  in  my 
name  to  call  on  the  lieutenants  of  the  nearest  counties  of  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania  for  such  detachments  of  militia  as  you  may  judge 
proi>er,  not  exceeding,  however,  one  thousand  from  Virginia  and 
five  hundred  from  Pennsylvania. 

I  have  directed  letters  to  be  written  to  the  Executives  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Pennsylvania,  informing  them  of  the  l)efore-recited  act 
of  Congress,  and  tliat  I  have  given  you  tliese  conditional  directions, 
so  that  there  may  not  be  any  obstructions  to  such  measures  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  be  taken  by  you  for  calling  forth  the  militia,  agree- 
ably to  the  instroctions  herein  contained. 

The  said  militia  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Federal  troops  in 
such  operations,  offensive  or  defensive,  as  you  and  the  commanding 


dienoy  of  making  some  temporary  ])ro vision  for  calling  forth  tho  militia  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpose?  stated  in  tlio  Constitution,  which  would 
embrace  the  cases  apprehended  by  the  Governor  of  the  Western  Territory. 

Geo.  Washington. 
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rortfi^^^^^ 


offictT  of  the  Irnopa  conjointly  shall  judge  neoessary  for  v 
fierriee  uiul  thi.^  jimtection  uf  the  iuhubilantji  and  the  pDi>t8. 

Tile  wiiil  iiiiiiiitt,  while  in  actual  service,  lo  be  on  the  Coutinenlal 
0f;tik1i[Ii<lLnii'[it  lit'  pay  and  rations.  They  are  to  urm  and  equip 
thcnisi'lvL',<,  lnLt.  to  be  fiimishod  with  public  ammunition,  if  net'e*- 
Hiry:  iind  uii  ciiiirge  for  the  i«y  of  aaid  militia  will  be  valid,  iinle«e 
piiIJ[Kirri!d  by  ri'jjular  raustere,  made  by  a  field  or  other  officer  of 
ihi'  I'l'iitml  triioj)?,  to  lie  appointed  by  the  eominaudlDg  officer  of  the 
tri«.[w. 

I  vxiiijd  linve  it  observed  forcibly  that  a  war  with  the  Wabash 
ludiiitii^  uii^'lit  til  be  avoided  by  all  means  ronsietently  with  the  h^ 
curiiy  'it'  tiip  i'nmtier  iuhabitauts,  the  eccurity  of  the  triKJps.  and 
ihf  naliiniiil  ditrnity.  In  the  exerciw  of  the  present  indi.vcriininsle 
Imsiilitics  it  i>  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  say  thai  a 
wiir  wiiliimt  fiirtJier  meaaures  would  1»  just  on  tlio  port  of  the 
Uiiil.'d  StNti-s, 

Ibit  if,  111: IT  nianif^ting  clearly  to  the  Indians  the  dispositions  of 
tlie  Gcmnil  f  Invcmment  for  the  preservation  of  jMuice,  and  the  ex- 
Icrisi.ui  ipfiiju-t  i.iMt.'cliniit.ulii^Miid  ludiuus,  thcysbuuldeoutinue 
their  tricinsiuiis,  i!i.'  UniKil  Stales  will  be  constrained  to  punij^h 

YiiiL  will  iilsn  pnii'oiil,  n<  snon  as  yim  can  ivilli  snfely,  to  execnte 
tli<-  ..rdiTs  ..(■  ilKi  hit,'  C.ii.u'riss  resii.rliTi-  the  itihab'ilants  at  St. 
Viiircnui's  and  at  the  Kiif^ka.-^kiii  and  lli,>  ..th.T  villii.^vs  ,.u  tlio  Mis- 

sis.M|.pi.     It  is  n  (.■irciimM:in,>c  .if  ^ ,■  iiL.]i,irt;uu'e  liiat  the  ^aid  in- 

Ijal.ilanls  .hmdil,  a-  s-im  as  iios-ilil,..  |.oss,.s,-  llu'  lands  lo  wjiieh  thev 
are  euli(l>Ml  l.y  sume  kn.i«n  iUi<!  tivcd  principles. 

I  have  direi-te<l  a  imnilier  .if  (vi|iies  of  llie  Ireatv  nuido  bv  vnu  at 
r.irt  Kearney  uith  [he  Wyii.idnts,  .'te.,  on  the  SUll  of  Janniiry  last, 
to  be  printed"  and  for«ard<il  In  von,  lo-ether  with  the  1-alification 
and  niy  pro.^janiation  enjoinin-  the  observanee  theivof. 

As  it  nniy  l.e  .>f  lii-Ii  iniiiLirlaLLiv  tu  ol.tain  a  preei>e  anri  accurate 
■vhi.'h    «tii].ty  i 


kui>wled-e  of  thi 
the  ll<irth-«esl.  ai 
Lakes  El 


Mie 


sclve*  into  the 
■s  between,  and 
tion   thereto  is 
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Paul  Jones  to  Arthur  St.  Clair. 

Amsterdam,  Dec,  20(fc,  1789. 

Dear  General: — ^The  written  documents  from  my  friend,  the 
Count  de  Segur,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, will  show  you,  in  some  degree,  my  reasons  for  leaving  Kussia, 
and  the  danger  to  which  I  have  been  exposed  by  the  mean  subter- 
fuge and  dark  intrigues  of  Asiatic  jealousy  and  malice.  Your 
former  friendship  for  me,  which  I  remember  with  particular  pleas- 
ure and  have  alwayi^  been  ambitious  to  merit,  will,  I  am  certain,  be 
exerted  in  tlie  use  you  will  make  of  the  three  pieces  I  now  send 
you  for  my  justification  in  the  eyes  of  my  friends  in  America, 
whose  good  opinion  is  dearer  to  me  than  any  thing  else.  I  wn)te 
to  the  Empress  from  Warsaw,  in  the  beginning  of  October,  and  sent 
her  Majesty  a  copy  of  my  journal,  which  will  show  her  how  much 
she  has  l)een  deceived  by  the  account  she  liad  of  our  maritime 
operations  last  campaign.  I  can  easily  prove  to  the  world  at  larpre 
that  I  have  Wn  treated  unjustly;  but  I  shall  remain  silent  at 
least  till  I  know  the  fate  of  my  journal. 

You  did  me  the  honor  to  ac(!ept  my  l)ust,  and  I  gave  orders  at 
Paris  in  consequence.  Mr.  Jefferson  wrote  me,  in  March  last,  that 
the  bust  was  ready.  I  am  arrived  here  but  a  few  days  a<r<).  I  saw 
Captain  Earle,  who  informed  me  of  your  bein^  at  Pliihulolj)hia.  I 
shall  write  inmiediatelv  to  Mr.  Short  to  send  the  bust,  it'  it  is  not 
already  gone.  One  will  be  sent,  at  the  same  time,  to  Gencnil  Ir- 
vine, to  whom  I  pray  you  to  present  my  resi)ectful  compliments. 

You  mentioned  to  me  at  New  York  that  vou  could  ol)tain  a  letter 
in  my  favor  from  General  Wju<hington  to  the  jMarquis.  Such  a 
letter,  if  uTiiten  witJt  any  forr^y  might  eventually,  if  not  in  the  j)re8- 
ent  moment,  be  very  useful,  and  I  should  be  very  thankful  to  re- 
ceive it. 

I  intend  to  remain  in  Europe  till  after  the  opening  of  the  next 
campaign,  and  perhaps  longer,  before  I  return  to  America. 

It  is  possible  the  Empress  may  invite  me  to  return  to  Russia, 
though  I  do  not  expect  it.  From  the  troubles  in  Brabant,  and  the 
steps  now  taken  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  etc.,  I  conclude  that  peace 
is  yet  a  distant  object,  and  that  the  Baltic  will  witness  warmer  work 
than  it  has  yet  done.  On  the  death  of  Admiral  Greig  I  was,  last 
year,  called  from  the  Black  sea,  by  the  Empress,  to  command  a 
squadron  in  the  Baltic.  This  set  the  invention  of  all  my  enemies 
and  rivals  at  work,  and  the  event  has  proved  that  the  Empress  can 
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Odt  nlways  So  as  she  plmsos.     My  address  is,  unSer  WWT,"* 
sit'iirs  N.  A  J.  Van  Slaphoret  aud  Hubbard,  a  Amati^nium." ' 

'This  n-qiii'-t  Mimoimpliad  wiih  by  St.  Clmr,  who lent the ucoonipnnylng 

pupi^vs  Vi  ihi'  press,  with  tba  Tollowiiig  letter: 

7b  thf.  Edi/or—  ■ 

PHiLAOKLraiA,  IJatiuari/]  17W,.S 
Sirr — .Miinj' Hrtk'lei  CBlumn'mling  Adniirnl  Phu)  Jiintw  biiving  been  |ft>'l 
icrled  ill  lin'  KriLcU-li  pB}»!r«,  nnd  copied  rruiti  Ihciifu  («  thuoe  of  AmeriiHi. 
I  rniui-Bt  \<<Li  to  |itililish  tfao  following  trnnslutlon  of*  lutter  fruui  tba  Count 
duMi'gur,  .Miiiirii  r  PlenipotBtitiary  (if  Krtmca  at  Ibe  Court  ui  St.  Petersburg, 
til  iliuL\<iiiii  <k  Muhtaiiinn,  xf^lat  i>f  Jul}-,  1780.  and  of  tlie  i^erLiBcate  ai^ 
I'limpiiii villi;  it.  ivbich  hai  b»n  publielicd  in  tbu  Oiartfe  ft  Fruncv;  utsc,  tho 
trunslRtii'n  n(  ii  Irtter  Trom  the  same  gcntlsnlRM  to  Cnunt  d'  E.->ttTns,  Minrs- 
lor  I'lchipcili'iiiiiiry  of  Franco  at  Berlin,  and  lo  Chevnlinr  Boiirgoign.  Mini^ 
tiT  rii'iii|i>ii'.'iiiuivy  )it  Hamburg,'  rpnpecting  that  meritorioiiB  I'fflccr.  wliich 
at  th<.-  -iiTiii'  tiiiii'  ihiit  they  give  ploasura  to  his  ainny  frienilsin  thi«  country, 
niiiy  -rrvi'  (u  -ilciu'o  bu  enomie*  with  recpoct  to  Uii  conduct  in  Rawiu.  It 
miy;|]t  liuvL'  (ii'i'Ti  i^ipeeted  that  in  this  (rountry  hs  could  hHve  hnd  no  on^ 
mie-i,  but  in  vwry  climitta  envy  and  detrtittiun  will  ever  be  the  Htt«ndl 


BU1>I-| 


Arthur  St.  Glai& 


IlL-  iin:-Hc  uf  Flii 


■  <■  ■■>»■■ 
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Bbigadieb-General  Harbiab  to  Major-General  Knox. 

Headquarters,  Fort  Washington,  January  14,  1790. 

Sir : — ^I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  29th  of  October  last,  to  which  I  shall  now  j)articularly  reply. 

The  Governor  of  the  Western  Territory  arrived  at  this  post  on  the 
2d  inst.,  and  departed  from  hence  on  the  5th  for  the  Illinois  country. 
I  furnished  him,  agreeably  to  his  request,  with  an  escort  of  fifty 
chosen  men,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieutenant  Doyle. 
Major  Wyllys  accompanies  him  on  this  tour.  I  did  not  leave  the 
Muskingum  until  the  24th  ultimo,  being  detained  so  long  waiting 
for  his  and  the  paymaster's  arrival  there.  We  were  four  days  upon 
our  passage.  The  distance  from  thence  to  this  garrison  (which  is 
dire^itly  opposite  the  mouth  of  Licking  River)  is  about  three  hun- 
dred miles.     Major  Doughty  is  left  to  command  at  Fort  Harmar. 

This  will  be  one  of  the  most  solid,  yiil>stautial  woo<len  fortresses, 
when  finished,  of  anv  in  the  Western  Torritorv.  It  is  built  of 
hewn  tinil>er,  a  perfect  square,  two  stories  high,  with  four  block- 
houses at  the  angles.  I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Ca})tain  Fer- 
guson and  Lieutenant  Pratt  for  tlieir  indefatigable  industry  and  at- 
tention in  forwarding  the  work  thus  far.  The  plan  is  ^lajor 
Doughty's.  On  account  of  its  superior  excellence,  I  have  thought 
proi)er  to  honor  it  with  tlie  name  of  Fort  Washin<rton.  The  public 
ought  to  be  Ixjnefited  by  the  sale  of  these  buildings  whenever  we 
evacuate  them,  although  they  will  cost  them  but  little. 

About  forty  or  fifty  Kentucky  boats  have  begun,  and  will  com- 
plete it.  Limestone  is  the  gmnd  mart  of  Kentucky;  whenever 
boats  arrive  there  they  are  scarcely  of  any  value  to  the  owners ; 


The  Article  from  tue  (Jazettk  of  France. 

St.  Petersburo,  ./«/// 2o//*,  1789. 
Kear-Admirul  Paul  Jones  bcin;r  on  the  ])oint  of  retiirMiiiir  to  France, 
where  very  jiurticiilar  utlairs  deiiiaiid  his  presence,  he  l)a3  Inid  tin;  honor  to 
take  leave  of  the  Eniprcf's  on  the  seventeenth  instant,  and  t'>  b(?  a«hniited  to 
kiss  Her  Imperial  Majesty's  hand.  That  general  oflicer,  so  rt'lrbraicd  for 
the  brilliant  actions  he  performed  diirini;  the  course  of  the  American  war. 
wa«  called,  in  1787,  to  the  service  of  Her  Imperijil  Majesty,  and  the  com- 
mand of  ihc  troops  of  war  stationed  upon  the  T^'man  durini^  the  campaign 
of  1788  was  confided  to  him.  Pleased  with  his  conduct  during  that  cam- 
paiijn,  and  satisfied  with  his  services,  the  Kmi)ress  would  not  grant  him  per- 
mission to  withdraw  himself  but  for  a  limited  time,  and  preserves  to  him 
his  rank  and  appointments. 
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tltL'y  arc  frequently  set  nilrift,  in  order  tii  miike  room  for  the  arrival  I 
of  others.  I  liave  eontracted  for  the  Hhove  numher  for  the  m<xl«^l 
fito  priff  i]f  fnim  one  to  two  dollars  each;  thus  much  fiir  the  plank.  1 
work.  AH  other  expenses  (wagon  hire,  nails,  and  some  glaas  ex.-'' 
ceiili'ill  iiri' til  !ic  uhurged  tu  the  labor  of  the  troop*.  The  lime  we  J 
hiive  Inirneil  uiirselves,  and  the  stone  is  at  hanJ.  Be  pleased  to  r&«  J 
(■eivr  lln-  iinlii=cil  |iUm  of  the  fort.  The  distauee  between  the  LitUeJ 
and  <  !ri-at  Miumi  is  twenty-eight  measured  miles.  Near  the  Llttle.l 
Miiiiiii  tlifi-e  is  !L  settlement  ealled  Columbia;  here  (seven  miles] 
distant  fnun  C'liimbia}  there  is  another  named  LoMantiville,  bafcj 
Iiitcly  I'liiinfred  In  Cincinnati,  and  Judge  Synimes  himself  resid 
the  other,  ahont  fifteen  miles  from  henee,  called  the  Miami  City,  at  "j 
the  north  heud  of  the  Ohio  River.  They  are,  iu  general,  biitil 
small  eiihiiis,  itnd  the  iuhabilants  of  the  poorer  class  of  people. 

By  liie  latest  iidviceflfVom  Major  Hamtramck,  he  writes  me  that  ha  J 
had  mnna'nverefi  iu  such  a  raanuer  aa  to  divide  the  Weea  Indians,a 
and  that  eighty  of  their  warriors  had  come  into  Post  Vlnt'ennes,  1 
and  ])iit  themselves  imder  the  ]irotection  of  the  United  States.  Thi«  ' 
may  bo  considered  as  a  very  frivomble  eireum-tanco,  provided  thes^o 
yellow  gentry  adhere  to  their  allegiiiuee. 


OoVERNOli    > 
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Four  .'^ti;ihi;n,  Jmuku-;/  l>.1,  1700. 
|>eerh  (o  111,.  Indians  of  the  WalKU-li  and 
.will,],  I  ii,iL.-t  lako  the  lihertyto  re- 
.jm-t  von  will  f:et  lorwanlcd  to  ll.em,  aii<l,  as  the  [ktsous  w'ho  mav 
liffni]>l-.y,.,l  tl.rtliat  pm-p.-s,-  will  prol>ahly  he  Frenehmeii,  it  ma"v 
1h'  [ie.T..-ary  to  fzH  h  tiao..^lati>d  into  ilie  Freiieh  laii-nage,  that,  at 
least,  they  may  he  able  perle<-tiy  to  eonvey  tlie  meaning  of  it  to 
the  Iruhans,  which  they  might  he  at  a  loss  to  do  from  the  EuijilisK 
eo|)y.  It  is  mui-h  (he  wish  of  the  srenend  government  that  iwiice 
may  he  esiablishe'l  with  those  [K-ople,  and  llic  trial  to  effect  it  must 
111'  iiL;idr,     Sliotdd  it  tail,  there  is  no  doubt  but  an  attempt  must 

I  Wliil..  ™  ,-0'-t.-  fur  K.isUi.'kiii,  ll.i!  (l.o  LTiKir  ^lnp],(.,i  at  Port  W.isliingten 
(tlifa  Li'ii.;,'  biiilt  by  Jlnji.i-  U^-nijIily,  uii.I.t  liimaion  of  <;eii,TBl  Hnrniiir), 

'■  I..«iiilivilli.,  .laniiiiry  ^.1,  I7W.— Tlio  ynvJnoi-  i,rriv,.<l  hero  this  morning, 
uiiil  will  i.r.>!i:,bly  b.'  ii>.li,iiir,l  by  |uil>li.'  biiM.u...9  until  Ibp  .1th.  when  be  es- 
pt'fls  !.■  tuk..  his  al^l.E.rtlo■t  f  t  Kn-),H»kii..'     A  good  dral  whs  nceomplialied 
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be  made  to  chastise  them.  From  the  length  of  time  you  have  been 
in  the  Wabash  country,  your  thoughts  must  have  been  sometimesr 
turned  to  that  object,  and  to  receive  any  observations  you  might 
think  proper  to  communicate  would  be  esteemed  a  favor.  I  am 
now  on  my  way  to  Kaskaskia,  and  after  having  })ut  things  on  some 
order  there,  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  at  Fort. 
Knox. 

It  is  with  great  pain  that  I  have  heard  of  the  scarcity  of  com 
which  reigns  in  the  settlement  about  the  Post.  I  hope  it  has  been 
exaggerated,  but  it  is  represented  to  me  that,  unless  a  supply  of  that 
article  can  be  sent  forward,  the  people  must  actually  starve.  Corn 
can  be  had  here  in  any  quantity,  but  can  the  people  pay  for  it?  I 
entreat  you  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and,  if  you  find  that  they  can 
not  do  without  it,write  to  the  contractor's  agent  here,  to  whom  I  write 
you  orders  to  send  forward  such  quantity  as  you  may  find  to  be  ab- 


iii  tlijtt  time,  as  will  be  shown  from  the  following  extracti*,  taken  from  man- 
uscript Journal  of 

OFFICIAL    KECOKDS.^ 

i\[>pointn"ients  were  made  as  tollows: 

William  Goforth,  William  AVells,  and  William  ^IcMillan,  judi^es  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  and  ju:>tice.s  of  the  court  of  general  (]uart«3r-?«ej^>ions 
of  the  peace.  They  were  also  commi>siont-d  justices  of  the  peace  and  quorum 
in  Hamilton  county.  .Jacob  Toj)pinii;,  Jirnjamin  Stites,  and  .John  ^^tit•'S 
(lano,  also,  as  justices  of  the  peace,     .lohn  Hrown,  gentleman,  as  sheriff. 

Military. — Captains:  Israel  Ludlow,  James  Flinn,  .John  S.  Gano.  and 
Ger^liam  (iard.  Lieuteiuints:  Francis  Kenedy,  John  Ferris,  lA\\<it  Foster, 
iirice  Virgin.  Ensigns:  Scott  Traverse,  Fphraim  Kibbey,  Elijah  Stites, 
John  Dunla[). 

.January  5th. — The  Governor  is^-ucd  a  proclamation,  directing  that  "the 
ju>tices  <.)f  the  peace  hold  their  courts  of  general  quarter-sessions  of  the  peace 
at  the  town  of  Cincinnati,  on  the  fir.-t  Tuesdays  in  February,  .May,  Auirusi, 
and  November;  and  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  hold  their 
courts  at  the  same  place  on  the  first  Thursdays  of  May  and  November.' 

January  8th. — The  (jovern(^r  arrived  at  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio,  whert^  the 
following  app(^intments  were  nnide:  William  Clark,  of  Clarksville,  justi(?o 
of  the  peace,  and  also  captain  of  the  militia  in  the  town  and  vicinity;  John 
Owens,  gentleman,  lieutenant. 

(1)179().  January  2d.— lliH  Excellency  arrived  at  Fort  Wnshinj^ton  in  the  |»uniuiso 
of  Judge  Symmes,  and  on  the  1th  was  j>k'asc«l  to  order  and  direct  that  the  wlioh.'  of 
the  lands  lyin*<  and  being  within  the  following;  houn<iaries— viz  :  liegiiniin;^  on  tiie 
bank  of  tile  Ohio  River  at  the  eonllui'iice  of  the  Little  Miami,  and  down  the  said 
Ohio  River  to  the  mouth  of  the  h'n;  Miami,  and  up  said  Miami  to  the  t?tanding  Stone 
Forks  or  brunch  of  said  river,  and  thence  with  a  line  to  hv.  drawn  due  east  to  t!ic 
Little  Miami,  anrl  down  said  Little  Miami  Kiv<,'r  to  the  i)lace  of  beginning— should 
be  a  county  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  cr)unty  of  Hamilton,  and  the  same  was  ac- 
cordingly laid  off  agreeably  to  the  form  which  has  been  transmitted  to  Congress. 


FoKT  STi:ri;i:N,  J<nniani  2( 

I  liavr  liTcat  coiifidence  in  tlic  IVicndly  disposition  of  t 
I-,  and  tJK'ir  intluencc  over  many  ol'  the  irilu-s  is  coi 
le  Miamis,  aud  the  renegade  8hawane.se,  Delawares,  a 
es,  that  lay  near  them,  I  fear  are  irreclaimable  by  gem 
le  experiment,  however,  is  worth  the  making ;  and,  at 
do  not  think  we  are  yet  prepared  to  chastise  them, 
siness  which  should  be  well  considered,  and  there  an 
'nts  to  be  taken  in  case  of  the  necessity  of  doing  it,  tl 
present,  be  inconvenient. 

The  idea  which  you  have  suggested  to  Greneral  Harn 
nimunicated  to  me,  from  the  little  probability,  I  su 
^ught  there  was  that  Major  Doughty,*  who  arrived  h( 

From  Major  Hnmtramck's  reply,  which  was  dated  from  Post 
irch  19th,  I  take  the  following  paragraphs: 
.  have,  on  the  16th,  sent  one  Captain  Fred.  Gamelin  with  the 
en  he  arrives  at  the  Vermilion  ho  will  know  if  it  will  do  for 
d  further  without  risking  his  life,  and  go  to  the  Miami,  if  pos! 
3y  the  Indians,  who  are  constantly  coming  into  the  village,  I  ai 
t  the  Wabash  Indians  will  readily  make  peace  with  us,  but  th 
a  very  great   measure   be  governed  by  the  Miami    Indians, 
oatened  for  a  long  time  past  to  chastise  them  for  keeping  an 
nication  with  us.     Mr.  Gamelin  has  promised  me  that  if  he 
ami  he  will  inform   me  from  there  of  his  prospects,  and  t 
(jceive  his  information,  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  write  to  your 
particulars. 
.  have  this  day  sent  a  boat  to  the  Falls  for  800  bushels  of  coi 

II  deliver  to  the  people  of  the  villai;e,  who  are  in  a  starving 
much  so  that  on  the  10th  instant  a  woman,  a  bov  about  thir 

"       ••  •  -        - '1-: «-.   *t J.    \.,,\ .,.„     ... 
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•day,  would  meet  me  here,  and  the  impropriety  of  committing  ta 
writing  at  the  hazard  of  a  miscarriage. 

How  far  the  establishing  a  post  at  the  Mussel  Shoals  will  answer 
the  ends  in  view,  I  am  not  able  to  form  any  judgment  of,  as  I  am 
very  little  informed  about  the  country  to  which  it  will  relate.  It  is 
most  probable  that  the  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws  will  be  pleased 
with  it ;  but  that  particular  place  is  more  than  three  hundred  miles 
up  the  Tennessee,  and  there  is  no  communication  by  land  with  any 
of  the  settlements,  that  I  can  hear  of.  The  number  of  men  you 
propose  for  it  is  certainly  not  too  great,  but  where  are  they  to  come 
from,  unless  an  addition  is  made  to  those  already  on  foot?  Two  or 
three  companies  of  riflemen,  added  to  General  Harmar's  regiment, 
would  contribute  much  to  its  utility.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  then 
be  small  enough  for  the  service  expected  from  it  now. 

Some  blankets,  etc.,  I  could  have  supplied  Major  Doughty  with, 
but  not  in  such  quantity  as  to  have  been  much  use,  without  leaving 
myself  too  bare ,  and,  unless  he  could  have  had  a  tolerable  assort- 
ment, he  thought,  with  me,  that,  on  this  occasion,  it  was  better  to 
be  without  altogether.  I  have  supplied  him  with  a  quantity  of 
silver- ware,  and  that  will  enable  him  t^  make  some  acceptiible  i)res- 
ents  to  the  chiefs,  and  some  vermilion. 

To-morrow  morning  I  hope  to  take  my  leave  of  this  place  for 
Kaskaskia,  from  which  I  will  take  the  first  opportunity  to  write  you 
again. 

P.  S. — I  have  this  moment  got  an  account  of  three  men  being 
killed  within  twelve  miles  of  Danville,  at  Cari)enter's  Station,  and 
three  more  being  killed,  and  a  settlement  broken  up,  on  Russell's 
Creek,  about  forty  miles  from  that  place.  Russeirs  Creek  is  a  branch, 
I  am  told,  of  Green  River. 

General  Harmar  to  Governor  St.  Ci^ur. 

Fort  Washington,  February  20,  1790. 
Dear  Sir: — ^I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  from 
Fort  Steuben,  dated  the  26th  ult.,  and  observe  that  your  detention 
so  long  there  was  occasioned  for  want  of  provisions.  We  have  been 
upon  the  point  of  star\'atiou  here  ever  since  my  arrival.  I  have  no 
^reat  opinion  of  Major  Di)ughty's  mission,  and  another  is  on  foot 
which  I  think  to  be  really  difficult  and  hazardous.  The  copy  of  the 
secret  letter  sent  me  from  the  War  Office  I  do  not  think  proper  to 
commit  to  paper,  for  fear  of  accident,  but  Lieutenant  Armstrong 
•(whom  I  have  ordered  to  undertake  the  tour,  if  possible)  c^n  fully 


\  niir  Kxcc'lk'iicy  should  Ik'  of  ()j)ini<>ii  that  it  is  a<lvi>al 
imdfrlakc  it,  he  so  kiml  :is  to  alliu'd  him  your  advice  i 
•  ujcui  the  occa-i.>n,  :i<  it  i>  iiu})os-ihli'  lor  uic,  at  tiii." 
make  tiie  necessiiry  arrangomeuts  for  that  ])urposc.  1 
)ject  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  written  you  tliat  v 
isult  about.  Mrs.  Harmar  desires  to  be  rememberec 
tionately  to  you  and  Major  Sargent. 


Major  Doughty  to  Major  Wytxys. 

Ance  de  la  Guaise,  2oth  Mard 
My  Dear  Friend: — On  tiie  22d  instant,  about  two  huj 
rty  miles  up  the  Tennessee,  I  was  attacked  with  great  i 
ty  of  Indians.  Out  of  fifteen  men,  they  killed  six  and 
'  more,  so  that  I  have  only  four  left.  We  fought  t 
irs,  and  then  escaped  in  this  distressed  situation.  I  foi 
ssible  to  ascend  the  Ohio,  or,  after  I  readied  the  Miss 
end  it.  Mv  wounded  men  were  in  so  distressed  a  situa 
[uire  immediate  assistance.  The  only  resource  left  n 
no  to  this  place,  where  I  have  met  with  every  civilit 
di  from  Mons.  Fouchet,  the  commanding  officer. 
Vou  know  what  must  be  my  feelings.  May  I  beg  an 
you  immediately  to  forward  me  a  good  pilot  and  tei 
iig  me  and  my  boat  to  Kaskaskia,  where  I  wish  to  see  3 
(Ts  sake  send  immediately.  Order  them  to  take  the 
the  river,  for  fear  they  pass  the  post,  for  there  is  an  i 
ite.     They  need  bring  no  provisions,  for  I  have  enoug 

until    wo  nrri\'n  uf   TiTo^L-n^L' io   ^ 
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Major  Hamtramck  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Fort  Knox,  Post  Vincennes,  April  19,  1790. 
Sir : —  ...  I  wrote  by  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  who  had  dis- 
patches for  your  Excellency  and  left  Fort  Knox  on  the  19th  of  last 
month  on  his  way  to  Ka!«kaskia,  by  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  in- 
form your  Excellency  that  I  had  sent  a  messenger  with  your  sijcech 
to  the  Indians.  He  went  no  farther  than  the  VermDion,  where  he 
got  insulted  by  one  of  the  Vermilion  Indians,  who  told  him  if  he 
went  farther  he  would  take  his  life,  which  occasioned  him  to  return 
to  this  post.  Finding  that  the  Indians  of  the  Vermilion  had  re- 
ceived your  speech  with  pleasure  as  a  nation,  and  had  given  their 
answer,  which  was  friendly,  though  not  a  definite  one,  I  concluded 
that  the  business  could  not  get  agrf)und  in  consequence  of  an  insult 
by  an  individual,  as  I  knew  he  had  a  particular  resentment  against 
the  interi)reter  that  went  with  the  messenger.  I,  therefore,  dis- 
patched another  one,  who  I  supjwse  is  by  this  time  near  the  Miami ; 
he  went  iiway  the  1st  of  April.  I  \nu\  iiuide  j<uine  {idvances  to  the 
first  messenger  (it  iKMiig  tlie  custom  of  the  place).  1  should  be  glad 
if  you  will  Ik?  so  good  us  to  inform  mo  whether  J  shall  pay  him  for 
the  time  he  was  absent  or  not.  .  .  .  Tliis  day  a  bout  arrived 
from  the  Falls,  which  bringi*  un  account  of  !Major  Doughty's  being 
defeated,  and  himself  killed/  on  the  Cherokee  liiver.  The  Indians 
of  the  Miami  continue  their  depredations  on  tlie  Ohio.  Al)out  four 
weeks  ago  they  took  two  bouts  neur  tlie  mouth  of  the  Scioto,  and, 
shortly  after,  they  jKTceived  three  others  coming  <lown  together,  who, 
after  a  chase  of  fifteen  miles  in  (me  of  the  l)nuts  they  hud  tuken  be- 
fore,  obliged  the  peo})le  to  ubundon  two  of  the  three  bouts  to  save 
their  lives.  In  one  of  them  were  twentv-six  horses  an<l  merchan- 
dise — supposed  to  be  worth  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  jK)unds — the 
property  of  Hurt  &,  I^)chester,  of  Hugerstown ;  besides,  several 
pair  of  saddle-bugs,  some  of  which  contuined  cusli  and  vurious  other 
articles  not  easily  ascertained.  The  12th  of  last  numth,  ul)out  fif- 
teen miles  IhjIow  the  rapids,  they  to(jk  another  bout  loaded  with  salt, 
coming  up  from  Bullett's  Lick,  und  killed  the  j)eople.  On  the  l-^th, 
they  killed  a  man  at  Mr.  Lanucaghe's  Station,  which  is  about  two 
and  one-half  miles  alK)ve  the  garrison,  at  the  Fulls.  All  of  these 
ufiTairs,  I  am  afraid,  obstruct  the  pacific  desires  of  the  United  States 
toward  the  Indians. 


^  Major  Doughty  was  not  killed.    See  his  letter  of  March  25th,  ante. 


The  Si.  Clair  Papcm. 


Gnvi:i;M)R  St.  Claih  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Caj!okl4,  .Voy  I,  1790. 
Sir: — Siuco  my  last  to  you,  whicli  wb»  of  the  7th  of  March,  T  t 
have  rew ived  tliree  letters  from  Major  Huratramck ;  tlie  first,  of  the 
23<]  uf  Fubniury,  in  which  he  ioforius  mc  ttmt  he  had  Dot  then  sent 
fitrwunl  the   message  to  the  ludian  towns  on  the  Wnbosb,  becauae 
there  iverc  fi-w  uf  them ;  they  hml  not  returned  from  their  winter 
huut,     TltiifM;  to  whom  be  had  had  an  opportunity  to  commuuicate 
it  WL're  very  mucli  pleased  with  the  diaposilion  of  the  govcrunieiit 
towarila  (lieiii,  nod  very  desirous  of  ((eace.     Oue,  in  March,  whfc 
informs  niu  uf  his  having  sent  the  niessage,  and,  on  the  19th  nit,  J 
whioli  infiinii.j  mo  of  the  mesHenger'a  having  proceeded  us  far  as  tfaw'^l 
VeranilioTi.     Tlie  message  was  well  reeeived  by  tlie  nation,  and  thej  'i 
returned  a  frieuilly,  though  not  a  definite,  answer;  but  iio  ww 
Bulted  by  an  iudividool,  and  hiB  life  threatened  ii'  he  proceed  iarther;j 
inconsequence,  he  returned  toFurtKuox.     The  Major,  na 
ing  that  there  was  some  p^i^'ate  difference  between  the  person  thf 
served  as  interpreter,  did,  on  the  fimt  of  April,  send  forward  an*" 
other  nieaseuger,  and  he  has  inclosed  to  mc  his  letter  to  hira  from 
Quetepioonnuaiij,  w  hich  i:-  ni)uut  lif'teeu  miles  liigber  than  Ouintcnon, 
of  the  15th  idt.,  a  triinsluliun  of  wliicii  iis  ineloseii.     By  that  letter, 
you  will    pereoive   lliat   every  thin;;  seems  to  be  referred  to  the 
Miamic^^,  wliieh  ilncs  nut  promise  a  ]icaeeiible  issue.     The  confidence 
tliey  have  in  their  sLliiiiiioo,  llie  vicinity  of  many  other  nations  not 
very  well    dis|>.,sed.  and    the    |KTui<;ious   counsels   of  the   English 
trailers,  jnini'd  lu  liic  immense  booty  (iblained  by  the  depredations 
Ujwn  the  Ohin,  will  m<jst  pmbaliiy  prevent  them  from  listening  to 
any  reiistmable  toruis  <if  aceomaioiLitiun,  «>  that  it  is-  to  be  feared  the 
United  .States  nnist  pn^parc  erteetually  to  ciinstisc  them,  and  the 
consw[uenco  of  not  doing  It  may,  very  prolwdiiy,  Ix;  the  defectioa 
of  those    who    are    now   at   peace    with    the    entire    loss    of  the 
affections  of  the  iieoiile  of  the  frontiers.     If,  however,  tliere  is  any 
probability  that  the  posts  in  the  poss<'ssiim  of  the  Britif^h  will  be 
soon  given  up,  it  may  be  yet  unnecessary,  and  I  would  fondlv  hope 
measures  have  been  taken  by  the  Government  on  that  bead  with  the 
Court  of  London.     Tlie  recalling  the  Minister  when  that  business 
was  in  tr.iin,  always  apjwared  to  me  as  a  very  hasty  and  inconsider- 
ate step. 

Much  mischief,  I  am  informed,  has  bten  done  this  ,=pring  upoo 
the  Ohio,  of  which,  Jiowcvor,  I  have  no  authentic  or  particular  ac- 
count, except  sueh  as  Major  Hamtramck  lias  given  me.     We  seem 


M9^ 
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to  be  here  in  another  world  that  has  no  connection  with  the  one  we 
lately  left.  He  ascribes  the  depredations  all  to  the  Miamies.  About 
four  weeks  before  the  date  of  this  letter,  two  boats  were  taken  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Scioto ;  and  soon  after  this,  another  appearing, 
they  gave  chase  in  one  of  their  prizes,  and  forced  the  people  to 
abandon  two,  in  one  of  which  were  twenty-six  horses  and  incrchap- 
disc  to  the  value  of  twelve  or  fourteen  hundred  pounds,  money  knd 
other  things  of  value,  the  property  of  some  persf)ns  from  Hagers- 
town;  and  on  the  12th  of  April,  about  fifteen  miles  below  the 
Rapids  of  the  Ohio,  they  took  a  boat  laden  with  salt,  going  up  to 
Louisville ;  and  on  the  13th,  killed  a  man  twenty-seven  miles  abovo 
Fort  Steuben  at  a  settlement  which  had  been  begun  there,  and 
which  was  broken  up  by  it. 

I  have  been  much  engaged,  since  my  being  here,  in  receiving  and 
-examining  the  claims  of  the  inhabitants,  which  has  consumed  more 
of  my  time  than  I  had  any  idea  would  have  been  necessary;  but 
they  are  the  most  ignorant  j)eople  in  the  world.  There  is  not  a  fif- 
tieth man  that  can  either  read  or  write,  the  conticiiuonce  of  which 
has  been  that  every  thing  where  they  were  parties  has  languished 
extremely.  Though  they  are  ignorant,  they  neoni  to  he  the  gentlest, 
well-disposed  i>eople  that  can  be  imagined,  and  their  manners  are 
better  than  might  have  been  exiKicted,  con.sidering  their  ignorance, 
the  want  of  proper  government,  and  the  grievous  oppression  under 
which  they  have  groaned  since  they  fell  under  the  American  domin- 
ion. The  business  of  the  surveying  has  gone  on  very  slowly  from 
that  cause,  and  from  an  incursion  of  Kickapoos.  On  the  31st  of 
March  four  French  were  fired  upon  by  them  up  the  Kaskaskia 
River,  about  twenty-seven  miles  from  the  village,  three  of  whom 
were  taken  and  the  other  wounded.  They  j)retended  to  l>e  sorry 
for  what  they  had  done  when  they  found  them  to  be  Frenchmen, 
and  let  them  go,  after  exchanging  with  them  their  old  fusees  for 
their  rifles.  Their  numbers  were  reported  by  the  i)risoners  to 
amount  to  eighty,  but  it  is  not  probable  they  were  so  numerous.  I 
had  it  not,  however,  in  my  pnver  to  make  any  discovery,  for  the 
whole  party  were  absent  but  six  men,  having  been  obliged  to  de. 
tach  a  part  to  the  Ohio  for  provisions  inmiediately  on  my  arrival, 
and  to  make  another  detachment  to  the  Ance  de  la  Graise,  to  bring 
up  Major  Doughty.  The  village  was  also,  unfortunately,  very 
weak,  as  it  always  is  at  this  season,  the  greatest  part  of  the  young 
men  being  absent  on  voyages,  either  to  New  Orleans  or  Michili- 
mackinac.  Indeed,  if  a  force  sufficient  could  have  been  collected, 
It  would  have  been  difficult,  if  not  im^wssible,  to  have  led  them  in 


i:iil  iii>  ]X'r,-iin  who  would  uiiiliTliike  to  Ciirry  a  iiicssiigi 
:.V  iinival  hciv,  «o„l,l  I  y.-nuu-o.  ni-un  it,  <m  awoiiut 
,f'ouri>n.vi.-ioiis;  lur,  tlu.uylj  I  slioiild  Imvu  .loMru.!  o 
lio  chiefs  only,  as  many  mi>re  an  they  thought  proper 
iltendcd  them.  As  ytt  I  hnvo  no  ncctiuut  of  the  bnut  I 
ill  provieioas,  but,  as  it  laust  arrive  soon,  if  cvtr. 
Doughty  brought  wilii  Iiitn  a  small  ijiiantity  of  flonr, " 
i.jth,  K-tid  off  to  their  towns  a  Frencli  tniuslatiun  of 
iiessage.  lu  tiiat  I  have  not  meoiioned  the  affair  at 
jiicause  I  had  been  iufiirmed  of  the  return  of  the  pi 
uwn,  and  that  it  bad  disturbed  them  bo  much  an  t 
joarrel,  uud  the  diecuissioti  of  it  wimhl,  I  thought,  Ix 
jotter  hero  with  their  chiefs,  if  tliey  eaiiie.  I  sunt  th 
[-Vcnch  because  it  was  uuutissury  to  intrust  it  to  u  Mr.  B 
lides  at  a  sinall  village  on  the  Illinoi»i  lUvcr,  cotninoul 
?i,  the  plaoe  where  the  Peoria  Fort  stood,  where  then 
iix  French  lamilies.  He  had  been  appoJHted  Cominan 
ilace  by  Genural  Clarke,  aud,  aa  lie  in  a  person  of  infli 
.he  savages,  it  was  proper  to  pay  sumo  respeet  to  Lira. 
-tFong  has  hwn  hero  for  some  time,  in  confie<iucnce  of  j 
ucationsto  General  Ilariuar,  who  made  lue  acquaintet 
:iy  hiin.  It  w,  Bir,  I  believe,  at  preseiit,  altogether  in 
!t  Id  a  point  on  which  some  jicoplo  are  feelingly  alive  t 
ill  their  jealousy  awalie.  Indiana  to  be  confided  in,  the 
lud  if  there  were,  those  who  would  bo  most  itrojwr,  au' 
low  at  war;  but  I  have  explained  inysi'lf  to  Captah 
or  General  llurmar's  information,  w!io  wJU  iMnnniinie 
rom  a  place  whence  there  is  less  risk  of  dispatches  ma 
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to  New  Orleans  have  been  so  great  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossi- 
Uo  to  supply  them  with  provisions  before  harvest,  nor  for  a  consid- 
erable time  after  it,  as  it  is  generally  pretty  far  in  the  &1I  before  the 
mills  can  grind,  from  the  lowncss  of  the  waters.  If  force  must  be 
employed  against  the  savages,  and  there  is  but  too  much  appear- 
ance of  it  at  present — measures  must  be  taken  beforehand,  and 
some  better  dei>endence  for  their  support  than  can  be  put  upon  the 
present  contract.  The  force,  too,  Ls  very  far  from  adequate  to  the 
end,  and  must  be  collected  from  such  distances  as  can  not  fail  to 
consume  a  goo<l  deal  of  time  before  it  could  be  in  a  situation  to 
move.  But  I  will  take  another  opportunity  to  give  you  my  senti- 
ments on  that  subject  more  at  large,  which  you  may  compare  with 
Iflajor  Doughty's,  who  is  a  pretty  adequate  ju<lge.  It  is  also  neces- 
sary that  I  should  be  at  Fort  Knox  by  the  time  tlie  Indians  arrive 
there,  for,  inconvenient  aud  expensive  as  it  is,  at  all  times,  to  have 
them  collected  in  auy  numl)er,  it  would  be  peculiarly  inconvenient 
this  season,  when  that  garrison  is  so  scantily  and  i)recuriou.sly  sup- 
plied. 

It  will,  however,  Ik*  probably  a  fortnight  before  the  Kiekapoo.s  ar- 
rive, if  they  come  at  all,  and  I  shall  desire  ^lajor  Ilanitraniek  to 
send  an  eseort  bv  that  time,  for  tiiat  which  eame  wiih  me  Avill  Ik* 
necessiiry  to  take  the  boats  back  up  the  Ohio.  Vou  may  perhai)s 
wonder  that  I  should  send  for  the  KiekajMHis  to  this  place  wlien  I  ex- 
l)Oct  the  other  nations  at  Fort  Knox.  The  reason  was  that  a  part 
of  that  nation  livin<r  at  no  <:reat  distance;  from  hence,  and  far  from 
the  rest,  and  huntin*^  constantly  in  this  co'.intry,  it  appeared  of 
conse<iuencc  to  conciliate  them  if  it  could  Ix;  done,  and  thereby  pro- 
cure safety  for  the  people  in  the  mean  time.  Baptiste  J)u  Coiirue, 
whom  you  may  remember  with  the  ^larqiiis  de  Lafayette,  is  the 
chief  of  the  Kaskaskia  nation,  and  settled  in  Kaskaskia.  I  have 
l)eeu  plagued  with  a  great  many  of  his  talks.  The  nation  is  very 
incou.siderable,  aud  I  do  not  think  it  necessarv  t()  trijuble  vou  with 
them  at  present.  lie  himself  is  the  greatest  In-ggar  I  have  met  with 
am<mg  nations  who  are  all  beggars.  lie  counts  no  little  uiM)n  his 
liaving  been  with  the  American  tr()0])s  in  Vir;:inia,  and  so  i'ar  he 
merits  some  countenance.  In  the  countrv  below  tlie  Kaskaskia 
there  are  a  great  many  Piankeshaws,  not  over  friendly,  thougli  lluy 
make  great  professions.  They  wanted  much  to  visit  me  at  Kaskas- 
kia, but  I  declined  it,  informing  them  that  I  had  sent  to  their  chiefs, 
aud  when  their  answer  arrived  I  would  inform  them  ;  but  that  did 
not  prevent  about  the  whole  of  them  with  a  war  chief  coming  in, 
and  since  I  left  that  place  there  have  been  many  more,  in  conse- 


into  the  Missouri  by  laud.  They  have  Ptulcii  from 
iligiiius  nuiiilwr  of  hyrsc3,  nud  every  scttlemeut  oi 
sippi  fmm  St,  Geucvicve  to  St.  Louis,  is  aliaudoucd. 
aud  Sacs  are  gone  to  war  agaioBt  them.  I  met  a  pai 
them  who  were  going  up  the  Merrimaa  River,  and  t 
joined  by  the  Shawnneac,  uiuuy  of  wliora  are  settled  o 
Bide  as  well  as  the  Dclawares.  They  do  not,  lioW' 
country,  niid  had  proposed  Ui  request  permission  U> 
aide,  and  niMty  of  them  nttually  were  there,  but  on 
the  Chickaeaws,  they  removed  with  the  greatest  preci] 
The  distress  of  the  inhabitaDta  at  St. 
extreme.  Several  jjersons,  driven  to  the  woods  in  q 
liave  perished  by  eating  roots  that  proved  poisonous, 
prepent  a  little  alleviated  by  the  arrival  of  some  of  t! 
I  had  requested  the  contractors  to  provide  for  them 
which  a  great  part  of  them  must  have  died.  The  inl 
are  not  much  better  off — many  of  them  have  not  gn 
but  here  tboy  get  venison  and  fish,  so  that  they  wi 
though  the  want  of  bread  of  any  kiud  is  a  very  sore  e 

Of  what  is  passing  in  your  quarter,  or  in  the  Europ 
kuow  H^  little  as  tbc  man  in  the  moon.  For  pity  sa 
newsittipers.  I  never  before  thought  them  of  any  i 
they  will  now  be  a  great  treat. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  Blajor  Doughty,  knowing 
purchased  and  paid  for  with  his  own  money,  u  (juanti 
met  with  for  sale  ou  his  way  fmm  Ance  de  la  Graise, 
it  jicre.  Witlioot  tliut  I  c.iuld  not  Jiave  ventured  U 
Kickapoos,  how  necessary  soever  it  might  have  been,  &i 
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Speech  of  Governor  St.  Clair  to  Jeax  Baptiste  du  Coigne/ 

Cahokia,  May  8,  1790. 

Man  Fih : — Cest  avec  beaucoup  de  satisfaction  que  j'ai  re^u  les 
felicitations  que  vous  m'avez  faites  sur  mon  arrivee  daus  ce  pays-ci. 
Moi  et  les  autres  messieurs  que  vous  voycz  autour  de  moi,  rendent 
graces  a  Dieu,  qui  nous  a  gardes  et  soutenus  pendant  un  voyage 
aasez  long  et  p^nible.  J'ai  un  grand  plaisir  en  vous  voyant  et  a 
vour  serrer  les  mains  en  temoignage  de  mon  amitie.  Le  ferme  at- 
tachement  que  vous  avez  montre  aux  Etats-Unis  de  I'Amerique  est 
bien  connu,  et  en  consequence  vous  avez  droit  a  beaucoup  de  respect. 

II  est  vrai,  mon  fila,  que  vous  n*avez  vu  personne  qui  venait  de 
la  part  du  Grouvcrnement  des  Etats,  et  c'est  moi  qui  suis  lo  premier 
envoys.  J'ai  retardd  longtcmi^s  le  terme  fixe  pour  mon  arriv6e,  cela 
par  des  causes  diversesi^t  inevitables,  mais  les  Etatsunis  n'oubliaient 
point  leurs  amis  et  les  peuples  de  ce  pays  sont  leurs  cn&nts,  qu'ils 
n'abandonncront  jamais. 

Mon  ccDur,  mon  ills,  est  afflige  par  rapport  aux  injures  que  vous 
avex  souffertes.  Je  sais  bleu  que  vous  otes  entx)uro  par  iXi^ii,  nations 
folles  et  cruelles  qui  aimcnt  a  avoir  les  mains  tremp6es  dans  le  san^^ ; 
mais  j'ai  boyne  esj)erance  que  fin  sera  misc  a  leurs  depredations, 
parceque  je  suis  venu  comme  ambassadeur  de  paix  pour  tons  les 
peuples  qui  habitent  ces  terrcs.  8'ils  ecoutcnt  les  bonnes  paroles 
que  je  lour  ferai  entendre,  ce  sera  pour  lour  j)ropre  bonheur  et  eehii 
du  genre  bumaine.  Tons,  eiix  et  nous  autres,  puissions  suivrc  nos 
occupations  avec  bon  coiur,  les  jeunes  gens  croitront  et  fleuriront 
comme  les  arbres  verts,  et  rabondance  se  trouvera  sous  leurs  pas ; 
mais,  mon  fils,  ce  ii'est  que  jusqua  une  ecrtaine  mcsure  (pie  les 
mauvais  proeedes  peuvcnt  etre  supportes ;  ou  alors  la  patience  de- 
vient  de  la  faiblesse,  rej)rocbe  du  quel  les  Etats-Unis  s'eloigneront 
toujours.  S'ils  lu'ecoutent,  bien ;  s'ils  ne  nrecoutent  jxis,  eux-inenies 
en  subiront  les  consequences.  La  paix  fait  les  drlices  des  Etat<- 
Unis,  mais  aussi  en  guerre  ils  sont  formidables,  et  vous,  Du  Coii^ne, 
en  avez  cte  le  tomoin  oculaire.  (yroyez-moi,  mon  fils,  ee  ne  sera  pas 
tojours  un  opprobre  d'avoir  etc  leur  ami. 

AFon  fils,  j'ai  toute  la  confiance  du  nionde  dans  la  sineerite  de  vos 
paroles,  qui  viennent  du  fond  de  votre  e(eur,  et  (pie  vous  ne  ]>arl('Z 
pas  des  terrcs  seulemcnt.  Moi  aussi,  je  vous  le  (lis  avec  toute  la 
sincerite  possible,  je  suis  bien  aise  de  vous  voir,  je  suis  toueli*''  de  vos 
malbeurs  et  je  tacberai  do  les  adoucir. 

'  Chief  of  the  Kuskaskia  Indians. 


(rrinpcclRT  les  Anicricaiiis  ct  Ics  I'ninrais  dc  iliire  le 
tirivnicnl,  il  y  en  iid'aiitn's  (jtii  le  ieniieiit,  ct  si  non,  il 
niciiH's  en  clicrclu'r  clir/  k's  l>jnii:n<ils  ;   2)()iniant  nous 
mettre  quelque  borne  a  cette  afiiiire-la. 

Uamour,  raon  fils,  que  vous  moutrez  pour  Tendi 
naissance,  ou  les  cendres  de  vos  ancetres  sont  deposees, 
ment  de  la  nature  et  de  generosite  sur  lequel  je  suis 
d'accord  avec  vous.  J'espere  que  le  bon  Dieu  ne  quitt 
pays-ci,  et  quand  vous  aurez  atteint  le  nombre  de  jc 
est  assign^,  que  vous  aurez  une  sepulture  honorable 
rites  de  la  religion. 

L'inclination,  mon  fils,  que  vous  avez  de  voire  le  c 
etabli,  et  qu'  une  grande  attention  soit  donnee  a  Ye 
jeunes  gens,  me  plait  extremeraent,  et  je  suis  afflige  d 
pretres  ont  a  se  retirer.  Certaiuemeut  je  ne  les  rappe 
fin,  et  espcjre  que  vous  suivrez  le  bon  chemin,  et  que  la 
instruite  de  ses  devoirs  en  vers  Dieu,  en  vers  les  hommes 
uus  les  autres. 

Vous  pouvez  assurer  les  Piorias,  et  les  Cahokias  c 
volonte  pour  eux,  et  que  j'avertirai  le  President  des  ] 
General  Washington  que  vous  connaissez,  et  qui,  a  eel 
le  chef  de  tous,  civils  et  militaires,  du  desir  qu'ils  ont  de 
ce  pays. 

Le  commissaire  vous  donnera  de  la  poudre,  pour  a 
qui  sont  a  la  chasse. 

^  Following  is  a  translation  of  the  above: 
Ml/  son: — It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  have  received  t 
tions  which  you  have  offered  me  upon  my  arrival  in  this  c< 
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William  St.  Clair  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Kaskaskia,  May  16^i,  1790. 
Dear  Sir: — Mr.   John  Du  Moulin  and  myself  arrived  at  thw 


tiieir  part,  have  been  hindered  a  long  tim<>  after  the  time  fixed  for  my  ar- 
rival, by  many  inevitable  accidents;  but  the  United  States  never  forget  their 
friends,  and  the  people  of  this  country  are  their  children,  whom  they  will 
never  abandon. 

My  son,  my  heart  is  troubled  on  account  of  the  injuries  which  you  have 
suffered.  I  know  well  that  you  are  surrounded  by  foolish  and  cru<^l  nations, 
who  love  to  have  their  hands  steeped  in  blood;  but  I  have  good  hopes  that 
an  end  will  be  put  to  their  depredations,  beoaurfe  I  am  come  as  the  ambas- 
sador of  peace  to  all  the  people  who  dwell  in  this  land.  If  they  will  listen 
to  the  good  words  which  I  shall  speak  to  them,  it  will  be  for  their  own  hap- 
piness and  that  of  the  human  race — all,  they  and  ourselves,  then  can  follow 
our  occupations  with  good  courage,  and  the  3'oung  people  will  grow  and 
flourish  like  the  green  trees,  and  abundance  will  be  found  beneath  their 
steps.  But,  n:y  son,  it  is  only  lo  a  certain  point  that  evil  procc^'dini^s  can 
be  suffirred;  after  that,  patience  b».»ooines  f(?oblencss,  i\  r(*pr«>ji<*]i  from  whic^h 
the  United  States  at  all  times  withilraw  thomsclves.  If  tbov  will  Viaivu  to 
me — good;  if  they  will  not  listen,  thoy  will  suffer  the  conser|in'nci.'s. 

Peace  is  the  delight  of  the  United  States,  but  they  are  al-^o  forniidablc  in 
war;  of  that  \'(;U,  I)u  Coigne,  have  been  the  eye-witness.  JJclievo  nu*,  my 
son,  it  will  not  always  bn  a  dis<;racc  to  have  been  tlwir  fri<*ii(l. 

My  son,  I  have  all  the  coiifidijure  in  tlu;  w<»rld  in  tin;  siiicority  of  your 
words,  that  tlu^y  romo  from  tlnr  depths  of  your  h«*art,  and  that  y(»u  do  not 
speak  with  the  lips  only.  T  also  t«*ll  you.  with  all  possible  sincjerity,  that 
I  am  very  glad  to  see  you,  that  1  am  touched  by  your  misfortunes  and  that 
I  sliall  try  to  soften  them. 

That  which  vou  have  told  me  touching  brandv  is  but  too  true.  Tliis  ex- 
cess  in  drinking  is  verily  the  ruin  of  tin*  Indians,  but  they  have  such  a  pas- 
sion for  it  that  it  is  ditrieult  to  restrain  them  ;  it  is  not  easy,  either,  to  deter 
the  whites  from  this  species  of  enmmeroe,  beouu^e,  scattered  liktr  you  through 
the  wooiis,  they  can  carry  it  to  you  secretly, and  (rons«'qn«*ntly  with  impunity. 
And  if  it  were  possible  to  hinder  th(»  Am(;ricans  and  the  Freneh  entirely 
from  carrying  on  this  trade,  there  ar«r  others  who  would  do  it.  an<l  if  not, 
they  would  go  and  seek  it  themselves  from  th(»  Spaniard;  howeviM-,  we  will 
try  to  put  some  limit  to  th'is  traffic. 

The  love,  my  son,  which  you  slmw  for  the  place  of  your  birth,  when;  the 
ashes  of  your  ancestors  are  deposited,  is  a  sentiment  of  nature  and  c>f  .gen- 
erosity in  which  I  am  perfectly  in  accord  with  you.  1  hope  the  good  Go<l 
will  never  forsake  this  country  and  that  when  you  have  run  the  number  of 
days  that  are  assigned  to  you,  you  will  have  an  honorable  burial  with  all  the 
rites  of  religion. 

The  inclination  which  you  have,  my  son,  to  sen  the  worsliip  of  God  es- 
tablished, and  that  a  proper  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  education  of  the 
young  people,  pleases  me  extremely,  and  I  um  troubled  to  know  that  the 


the  L^cnt U'lncn  iiii<rlit  h(»  in  danizer  ot  nskiiiL^  thcniselv 
till'  prairie.  Mr.  II.  Arinstrono- arrived  here  on  Frida; 
ti'vinL^  to  Lie t  a  j)in)U:j-e  to  <jn  forward  to  Caliokia  to-nion 
lie  brinLiS  iulclli'rence  that  the  Indian.-^  on  the  Ohio  ai 
than  ever.  There  were  three  boats,  with  twenty-six  r 
l)y  twenty-two  Indians  above  the  Falls.  They  aband 
the  boats  and  got  off,  leaving  a  great  number  of  hor 
t^oods  to  the  mercy  of  the  Indians,  and  tliought  thems( 
to  get  clear  on  such  terms.  The  Indian  party  was  cor 
n  Captain  Snake,  whom  I  suppose  to  be  a  Delaware  chief 
been  a  number  of  boats  pursued,  and  many  men  killed, 
■itrong  has  brought  no  letter  for  your  Excellency,  as  M 
informed  me;  two  hundred  bushels  of  corn  are  arrivcd,a 
barrels  of  flour  and  beef,  with  Mr.  Armstrong.  I  sha 
the  Cahokia  on  Wednesday  evening.  I  hope  I  shall  ha 
of  seeing  your  Excellency  on  Thursday  evening.  Pie 
my  compliments  to  Mr.  John  Murray  and  the  rest  of  th 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  gout  has  lain  you  up  thi 
past.  I  hope  it  w'ill  not  be  of  any  duration ;  my  bes 
your  speedy  recovery. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  General.  Harmj 

Cahokl^,  May  [no  ds 

Sir: — I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication 

Armstrong,  and  have  given  him  my  opinion  upon  the  s 

it  is,  at  present  at  least,  impracticable,  for  the  reasons  y 

priests  have  withdrawn.     Certainly  I  shall  recall  them  onlv  n1 


Correspondence^  Addresses,  Etc.  145 

infimn  yoa  of,  as  I  think  it  best  not  to  say  any  thing  about  it  in  writ- 
ing.^ The  situation  of  things  appears  to  be  unpromising  with  re- 
giurd  to  the  Indians  and  drawing  fitst  to  a  crisis,  but  if  force  must 
be  employed,  which  I  believe  it  will  end  in,  some  other  way  must 
be  fidlen  upon  for  supplying  the  troops  than  has  hitherto  been  pur- 
sued ;  otherwise  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  you  engaged  in  it.  I 
have  made  pretty  strong  representations  on  that  head  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  the  FaUs  and  from  this  coun- 
try, and  I  was  wicked  enough  not  to  be  very  much  displeased  to 
hear  that  you  had  been  obliged  to  disperse  your  garrison  to  prevent 
them  from  starving ;  that  will  have  more  effect  than  all  that  could 
have  been  written  on  a  quire  of  paper;  but  to  what  a  situation 
would  you  have  been  reduced  if  the  Indians  had  invested  you  then  I 
It  is  abominable  that  an  officer  should  ever  be  placed  in  it.  I  hope 
you  are  long  ago  relieved  from  it,  not  to  experience  it  again.  Major 
Doughty  has  been  unfortunate,  but  has  got  off  as  well,  or  better, 
than  might  have  been  expected,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  has  accom- 
plished the  purpose  of  his  mission.  I  was  under  the  necessity  to 
make  a  detachment  to  the  Ohio  for  provisions,  soon  after  my  arrival 
at  Cahokia,  at  the  mouth  of  which  they  were  to  be  the  10th  of  last 
month,  but  as  yet  I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  provisions.  Mr. 
Armstrong  has  l>een  obliged  to  go  up  the  river  for  them,  and,  if.  he 
had  not,  fortunately,  met  with  Mr.  Vigo,  he  had  been  obliged  to 
return  without  them,  and  then  we  would  have  had  to  hunt  our  way 
to  the  Post,  for  no  supj)ly  could  be  had  here,  and  I  don't  certainly 
know  but  that  may  be  the  case  yet,  for  I  expect  some  Kickapoos 
here,  who  will  probably  eat  us  out;  fine  doings,  these,  are  they  not? 
If  Doughty  had  not,  luckily,  met  with  some  flour  on  his  way  from 
L'Ance  de  la  Graize,  I  could  not  have  sent  for  them,  though  it  is 
very  necessary  that  I  should  see  them.  You  have  doubtless  heard 
of  the  desertions  from  Captain  Doyle ;  the  design  had  taken  deep 
root;  eighteen  of  them  had  gone  off  together  and  carried  away  the 
yellow  boat.  The  boats,  however,  and,  consequently,  the  men, 
were  separated  the  night  of  the  execution  of  the  project  and  three 
of  them  were  contented  with  the  skiff,  leaving  us  in  the  most  diffi- 
cult part  of  the  river  without  the  means  of  getting  to  shore;  sev- 
eral have  gone  off  since,  and  it  now  seems  to  be  sto])ix?d. 

Major  Sargent  has  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Harniar  of  a  late  date,  by 
which  I  was  happy  to  hear  she  as  well  as  yourself  and  the  little 
folks  were  in  health.     I  have  not  been  happy  enough  to  hear  from 


*  An  expedition  into  the  Indian  country  projected  hy  Captain  Armstrong. 
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my  oivn  fur  sumc!  time  past,  and  am  very  nmeh  alarmed  at  the  ao- 
eimut  ol"  my  liLLle  I'eg'a  eitiuitioii,  wbi('h  hi;  giit  from  Cliarles  Wii- 
ktuy,  tluit  she  was  vfi'y  ill  with  the  Bmall-p<ix  atid  meu^lcH  Iwth  at 
ftiicc  ;  tho  lias  liiid  the  BmalI-|K)s,  however,  but  if  any  other  erujitivft 
fever  came  ua  with  tlie  measlee,  tliere  is  very  little  prolmbiUty  thtit 
slifi  Wiiiild  overcome  it.  I  wish  to  God  I  kocw  the  worst,  if  it  has 
liappencd,  for  then  I  should  be  easy.  I  beg  you  to  imiko  my  beet 
raf'fieclM  to  Sir.-'.  ]I;irmar,  who  I  hope  to  Bce  before  tlie  cud  of 
June  VL-I. 


PuMMAiiV   StaTF.M1:XT   of  the   RrrUATION    OP  THE   Plt( 

TiiB  Skcretaky  of  Wail' 

May  2-111.  1790. 

A  Liter  baa  Iken  received  from  the  Governor  of  the  Wcatcra 
Territory,  dated  iit  Kagkaekia  the  7tU  of  March  laat,  containing 
nothing  of  iiii[iorlunce.  The  BetUemcnts  were  considerably  thinned 
by  liic  iiihaliiliints  moving  over  the  river  fai  the  Spanish  settlements 
in  fonscsiiii'iifc  of  Mr.  Morgan's  iutrigucs. 

Letter*  from  (iiuerid  Ilanoar,  of  the  24tli  Mareli  and  5th  of 
April,  fjiviiig  iiccuunts  of  the  di'prodatious  of  the  Indians  on  the 
ImnUs  goiiiir  down  llic  Ohio,  jitid  atr^o  on  tlie  advanced  settlemeuta 
of  KentLieky  [luivo  l.e^u  receiwd].  Tliese  ji,-eoiints  nn-  <-orrob<h 
/  nitcd.  iind  iiiiirc  iiiforiL.Lition  -Ivo  bs  .Imlge  I(in.--i  and  otiiei-s  to 
Mr.  Brown'  (o  t!ie  middh- ..f  .\|iiil. 

Tlie  ivsidtof  this  «liolc  iiif^iniiHinn  show.-*  the  irietliency  of  ,le- 
fen.<iv..-  oi>,T;ition«  -.vjiunA  U,.'  l.:iii,liiii  Fliiiwanese  mid  (.'li'erokces, 
iind  some  .-f  llie  Waliiisb  Iiidhm^  on  llie  oortii-west  of  Die  Olilo. 
The  wli-.Jii  omouiit  of  these  l)o.l  pi^plo  iiiiiy  not  exceed  two  liundnU 
Theide:ils  tiuTetore  Mi-L'e-lcd  that  a  pneriii  stalemeiit  of  tlie  in- 
fl.rniatinn  received  ^IloliI-'i  lie  made  to  the  to.veruor  [Si.  (.'lair]  and 
BriL-adier-i^eiierid  Ilnrmar.  Tlic  had  eliVct  it  lias  on  tlie  piddic 
luiiid,  ai.d  Ilie  !m[)oiiane<.  and  necessity  >.f  eMirjiutin-  tlic  «iid  ban- 
ditti, if  any  priictieal  measures  can  U-  devised  t^r  tliat  purpose. 

Tiiat  at  this  distance  an  cxi>editioH  of  the  following  description 
would  seem  .-iiffieient  for  [hepnrinse:  idioiit  one  hundred  Continental 
tn.op.'i  and  three  hundred  picked  niilitia,  mounted  on  hoi-schaek  for 
the  ^ake  of  rapidity.  The  militia  to  U'  eiiga--'d  for  thirty  days,  to 
commence  iVum  the  day  id'  arriviii;:  ut  the  rcndc/.vous.  That  every 
thinji  Ix;  in  readiness  to  move  at  the   nmment  of  the  arrival  of  the 
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militia,  each  class  carrying  thirty  days'  meat  and  bread  along  with 
them.  That  the  disposition  be  made  in  such  a  manner  as  to  get  in 
the  rear  of  the  said  banditti,  if  possible.  That  great  care  be  taken 
not  to  act  offensively  against  any  well-disposed  Indians,  although 
they  may  not  be  in  alliance  with  the  United  States.  That  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  the  militia,  and  the  hire  of  their  horses,  supposing 
half  a  dollar  per  day  be  allowed  each  for  the  hire  and  risk  of  each 
horse,  and  half  a  dollar  each  for  the  hire  of  the  horses  of  the  troops, 
and  the  probable  contingencies  of  the  expedition  would  amount  to 
about  thirteen  thousand  dollars.  That  the  Governor  and  Brigadier- 
Greneral  Harmar  be  informed  that,  upon  mature  consideration,  if 
in  their  judgment  the  said  expedition  would  promise  success  as  to 
the  immediate  object  of  it,  tend  to  strike  a  terror  in  the  minds  of 
the  Indians  hostilcly  disposed,  and  be  highly  satis&ctory  to  the 
people  of  the  frontiers,  they  are  authorized  to  undertake  it  im- 
mediately, under  such  regulations  of  mustering  the  militia  as  shall 
be  directed.  That  if  they  should  conclude  it  for  the  public  inter- 
ests to  undertake  the  said  expedition,  that  they  take  the  most  ef- 
fectual arrangements  to  obtain  the  militia  at  the  time  appointed; 
and  that  the  militia  consist  of  two  majors*  and  four  companies  of 
seventy-six  non-com miissioued  and  privates  each. 


General  Knox  to  Govtiirnor  8t.  Clair. 

War  Ofuck,  Jam  7th,  1700. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several 
letters  of  the  r)th  and  2Gtli  of  last  Jauuarv  and  the  8th  of  March 
last,  from  K&skaskia,  on  the  Mississij>pi,  all  of  which  have  been 
laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  States.^ 

The  information  received  from  the  Ohio  of  the  de])redati()ns  com- 
mitted on  that  river  bv  some  Indians,  has  excited  considerable  alarm 
in  the  public  mind.  It  would  seem  that  the  per|)etrators  of  the 
mischiefs  are  the  same  Indians  who  have  for  sonic  years  past  com- 
mitted murders  on  the  i)eople  of  Kentucky,  to-wit:  the  Shawanese, 
and  the  banditti  from  other  trilxis  joined  with  them.  I  have,  by 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  written  this  dav  to 
General  Harmar  to  consult  with  you  upon  the  means  of  efTectually 
extirpating  the  said  band  of  murderers.  I  have  given,  generally, 
the  outlines  to  him  of  an  exi>edition  for  that  purpose,  leaving  it  to 
you  and  him  to  decide  upon  the  time  and  details  of  its  execution. 

'The  letters  of  the  5tli  Januutv  and  8th  March  are  inissin?. 
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II  Li  (.•ei'ljiiii  tlijiL  no  efiicienl  defensive  pmlecliou  t-iin  W  Hflordei,  j 
the  fniutior^  lylit^'  along  the  Ohio  agnisitt  the  depivdations  ol'  eingt&fl 
or  finiall  jMiriies  of  savages. 

The  President  of  the  Uuiled  States  is  aware  of  the  difficulty  <^  1 
efieutuaUy  e.vtiriiatiug  the  said  Ijauditti.     But  he  e<ni6iles  in  ] 
abilities,  iimi  tho^se  of  General  Harmar,  to  etfc^ct  it;  and  tlio  ordsl 
fur  that  purpi^c  is  to  be  coueidercd  as  a  standing  one,  under  thB^ 
restrictiuus  mentioned  in  my  lett«r,'  which,  uutil  tho  object  of  it'l 
shall  be  aceiiniplii^hed,  no  esertioiis  or  paiua  must  be  spared  i 
attempt. 

It,  however,  is  to  be  iind(T8t<HMl  fully  that  the  vengeance  of  thfl  \ 
Union  is  tn  be  ]>oiuted  only  ogtuust  the  perpetrators  of  tlie  mischief  J 
and  uot  against  the  friendly  nor  even  nc^utral  trihea,  nor  that  thfl 
measuri-s  proposixl  (expedition)  ahouh!  interfere  with  your  piaus  for 
a  general  uceommodatiou  with  the  regular  tribes. 


r.  riiR.nT.T,  Pkikht,  to  Gotersor  St.  Clair. 

St.  Ci.AiK  County,  J»»/:  0,  1700. 
The  momoiial  of  iho  inhahilants  of  Kaskaskia,  I,a  Prairie  du 
K.K-hcr,  and  Cuh  ,kia.  Conuly  of  St.  Cluir,  humbly  shuweth.  that  by 
an  act  of  the  fori^-rcss  of  (he  20tli  <,f  June,  178«,  it  was  (leclimil 
Ihiil  the  hitid.^^  hi  let.ifore  iio:-^i-ei-^,'d  by  the  sai.l  inbahitaulM  should  ite 
f^urveyed  at  ihdr  e.\]ii'ii>c,  and  that  this  clause  appears  to  them 
neither  neeessiry  nor  adiipte-i  to  ([iil,  t  the  miiuls  of  the  jwoplc.  It 
doorf  not  apjM'iir  nf<c,<,sary,  because  from  the  f^-lablishmcnt  of  the 
fiihmy  to  ibis  ilay  they  have  enjoyod  llicir  property  and  [n>ises,sicms 
without  disputes  or  law  t^uii.s  <oi  llic  >ul>je<'t  of  llxir  limits  ;  (hat  ths 
surveys  of  (hem  were  made  at  the  time  the  conccssioiiM  were  olv 
t:uued,  from  their  ancient  kings,  hmis,  or  comnuindanls;  and  that 
each  of  them  knew  what  bel-aiged  to  him,  wiihiuU  attempting  an 
encroacbnu-nt  on  lii.s  neighlmr,  <ir  fearing  tliat  his  neigblMir  would 
cncniaeh  on  him.  It  does  not  appear  adaple<l  to  piciiy  them,  be- 
cause, in-^-leail  of  assuring  |o  them  the  i.eaeealilo  posi-essions  of  their 
aiieii.-ut  iuiierilances,  as  they  iiave  cnjoved  it  till  m>w,  that  elaiL^e 
ohli^'os  them  to  bear  exiwnscs  wlueh,  in  (beir  present  siluation,  they 


;,■<!   en   til- 
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are  absolutely  incapable  of  paying,  and  for  the  failure  of  which  they 
must  be  deprived  of  their  lands. 

Your  Excellency  is  an  eye-witness  of  the  poverty  to  which  the 
inhabitants  are  reduced,  and  of  the  total  want  of  provisions  to  sub- 
sist on.  Not  knowing  where  to  find  a  morsel  of  bread  to  nourish 
their  fiunilies,  by  what  means  can  they  support  the  expense  of  a  sur- 
vey, which  has  not  been  sought  for  on  their  parts  and  for  which  it 
is  conceived  by  them  there  is  no  necessity?  Loaded  with  misery, 
and  groaning  under  the  weight  of  misfortunes  accumulated  since  the 
Virginia  troops  entered  their  country,  the  unhappy  inhabitants 
throw  themselves  under  the  protection  of  your  Excellency,  and  take 
the  liberty  to  solicit  you  to  lay  their  deplorable  situation  before  Con- 
gress. And  as  it  may  be  interesting  for  the  United  States  to  know 
exactly  the  extent  and  limits  of  their  ancient  possessions,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  lands  which  are  yet  at  the  disposal  of  Congress,  it 
appears  to  them,  in  their  humble  opinion,  that  the  expense  of  sur- 
vey ought  more  properly  to  be  borne  by  Congress,  for  whom  alone 
it  is  usi'ful,  than  by  them  wlio  do  not  fool  the  necessity  of  it.  Be- 
sides, this  is  no  olyect  for  the  United  States,  but  it  is  frreat,  too 
great,  for  a  few  unhappy  l)eiugs,  wlio  your  Excellency  sees  yourself 
are  scarcely  able  to  supp(»rt  tlieir  pitiful  existence.  To  these  motives 
they  venture  to  add  that  of  the  generosity  worthy  of  a  great  people ; 
the  taking  upon  them  a  burden  too  heavy  for  a  small  number  of  un- 
happy individuals  will  add  luster  to  their  dignity.  They  venture  to 
hope  that  the  paternal  goodness  of  your  Excellency  towards  your 
adopted  children,  will  induce  you  to  present  their  humble  supplica- 
tion to  the  honorable  Congress,  and  that  you  will  second  it  with  your 
protection. 

They  will  ever  pray  to  heaven  for  the  preservation  and  prosperity 
of  your  Excellency. 


General  Knox  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

[Extract].  WaR  DEPARTMENT,  Juhj  20,  1  790. 

The  reports  from  Europe  state  that  England  is  desirous  of  going 
to  war  with  Spain,  the  ostensible  cause  that  the  Spaniards  t<M)k  some 
English  ships  on  the  north-western  coast  of  America.  You  will 
observe  by  the  papers  the  high  tone  of  the  British  Court.  If  this 
should  be  the  case,  it  is  quite  probable  the  English  might  attempt 
New  Orleans  and  the  Floridas.  Tliis  event  is  to  be  deprecated  by 
us.  for  reasons  which  will  obviously  occur  to  you. 

Reports  have  been  circulated  here  that  Arnold  was  at  Detroit 
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alwiit  the  1st  •\f  Jtme,  and  that  he  hail  twice  revicwpd  the  rniB 
WliL'iher  this  be  true  or  ialso,  it  ia  said  to  have  arisen  fWpm  a  Mr. 
Dimcaii,  of  Fort  Pitt,  who  was  here,  mul  who  in  euiil  to  have  rft- 
ccivcil  iheiatelligtuce  from  Detroit.     Whatever  diiaigns  the  English 
mny  have  on  tlic  Sjiauiah  possessions,  it  is  hardly  to  be  pri'^umod  ', 
tliat  they  would  march  or  attempt  a  paesaKc  throu^^ti  the  territ<*riee    \ 
of  the  United  .States,  Wltliout  firet  asking  leave.     I  have  meiitioued  ■ 
IhesQ  tirc'HmBtaiict's  in  coufidenoe,  that  yon  and  IJrigHdier-Geneml   , 
Huriunr  luny,  by  comparing  them  with  other  things,  fndeavoi 
form  a  judgment  of  eveutn. 

Tiic  ('Xfcrable  [M-Tfidy  of  the  banditli  who  attacked  Major  Doughty^ 
mcritii  the  severcj^t  vengeance,  and  it  ougbt  to  be  exi^nted  as  sooa 
aacircuraslaii'.-i'?  "ill  permit.  But  at  present  it  is  concluded  most 
proijer  to  wail  lln.'  i--ue  of  the  n^otintious  which  are  about  to  take 
place  with  lilt'  Cn^ks.  Mr.  McGilUvray,  and  a  numljer  of  other 
principid  chii!'^  ul'  ilie  upper  and  lower  Creeks  will  arrive  here  to- 
morroM.  Tbis  visit  has  been  indaced  by  measures  executed  by  Col- 
onel Mariiiiia  AVillutt.  This  geutlemau  sailed  from  this  cityou  the 
l.-itli  of  Jlurdi  hi^t,  i;,r  rhiirl.st.m.  Th.-ncc  he  pnwed.-d  hy  the 
liiu-k  purts  of  Ciiroliiia  to  tlic  Crt-ek  couulry.    The  visit  of  tbe  chiefe 
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Oii\r;nAr.  Sr.  (.'[.aiu  to  (ii;s-r;nAi,  IU'tler. 

I*lrTsii|-i!<;[i,  Auc,n4  U\Oi  17!)0. 
Sir; — The  iutcrcsls  'jf  the  United  folates  dictating  a  ])cace  with 
the  Iiidiaus  on  tiie  Wabash,  if  it  could  be  obtained  up')U  rcason- 
abliitirius,  I  wii>i  direfi.cl  by  tbe  Tivsident  to  inform  them  of  the 
disposition  of  flio  jruiurul  Gnvcruairut  ou  that  subject,  and  to  try 
to  effect  it.  At  the  saiuo  tinu;,  I  was  iuslrurtod  by  him  to  take 
mcat^urt-.-*  for  the  riefuriiy  of  tbe  frontier  country,  in  tiic  case  of  their 
continuiuj^  hostile.  Tbe  f[>llowirig  U  oxtriLClcd  fr<im  iustructions  to 
me:  "  You  will,  therefore,  inlorm  the  Kiid  Indians  of  the  di^«m■ 
tion  of  the  general  Ciovernment  on  this  subject,  and  of  their  reason- 
able <le.s  ire  that  there  sh.^uld  be  a  ces'^mioo  of  hostilities  Bs  a  prelude 
to  the  treaty.  If,  li.>wev(r,  nutwlllistan<ling  ynur  intimations  to 
tliein  tbey  should  continue  their  bostiHlics  <ir  meditate  any  incur- 
ai.ms  n^';iinst  the  fnjnticrs  of  A'ir^iiiia  hpkI  rcnnsylvania,  or  against 
any  of  the  troops  and  posts  of  the  United  Btatcs,  and  it  should  ap> 
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pear  to  you  that  the  time  of  execution  would  be  so  near  as  to  forbid 
your  transmitting  information  to  me  and  receiving  my  further 
orders  thereon,  then  you  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  in 
my  name,  to  call  upon  the  Lieutenants  of  the  nearest  counties  of 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  for  such  detachments  of  militia  as  you 
may  judge  proper,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  from  Virginia  and 
five  hundred  from  Pennsylvania.  I  have  directed  letters  to  be  writr 
ten  to  the  executives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  informing  them 
of  the  before-recited  act  of  Congress,  and  that  I  have  given  you 
these  conditional  directions,  so  that  they  may  not  be  any  obstruc- 
tions to  such  measures  as  shall  be  necessary  to  be  taken  by  you  for 
calling  forth  the  said  militia,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  herein 
contained.  The  said  militia  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Federal 
troops  in  such  operations,  offensive  or  defensive,  as  you  and  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  troops  conjointly  shall  judge  necessary  for  the 
public  service  and  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  posts. 
The  said  militia  while  in  actual  service,  to  be  on  the  Continental 
establishment  of  pay  and  rations;  to  arm  and  equip  themselves, 
but  to  be  furnished  with  public  ammunition,  if  necessary;  and  no 
charge  for  the  pay  of  the  said  militia  will  be  valid  unless  6U])j)orted 
by  regular  musters  made  by  a  field  or  other  officer  of  the  Federal 
troops,  to  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops." 

I  have  now  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  tliere  is  no  prosj)ect  of  peace 
with  the  said  Indians  at  present;  on  the  contrary,  they  continue  to 
be  very  ill-disposed  t(j wards  the  United  States  in  general,  and  to  Vir- 
ginia in  particular,  and  many  parties,  from  tlie  inforniaticm  I  have 
received,  are  now  actually  gone  to  war.  The  commanding  officer 
of  the  troops.  General  Harmar,  and  myself,  have,  therefore,  con- 
certed a  plan  of  offiinsive  operations  against  them,  and  in  conform- 
ing with  the  above  recited  instructions,  I  now  call  upon  you,  in  the 
name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  sixty  men,  rank 
and  file,  properly  officered,  agreeably  to  the  legal  establishment  of 
the  militia  of  your  State,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Federal 
troops  against  the  said  Indians ;  and  that  they  be  at  the  mouth  of 
McMahon's  creek,  about  four  miles  below  Wheeling,  on  the  third 
day  of  September  next,  armed  and  equipped  for  a  service  of  sixty 
days,  at  least,  after  their  junctitm  with  the  troops,  unless  the  object 
in  view  should  be  60f)ner  accomplished.  The  laudable  spirit  the 
militia  have  always  shown  to  repress  the  incursions  of  the  savages, 
leaves  no  room  for  a  doubt  but  the  opj)ortunity  to  punish  them  for 
their  many  injuries  and  cruelties  will  be  embraced  with  avidity,  but 
allow  me,  sir,  to  observe  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  they 


be  jjunrtiiallv  nt  ilio  ]ilace  of 
deleal  the  whole  ii].pratii>iis. 


The  St.  Clair  P»pm. 

iezvous.     A  failiim  tliera  might 


C'iii;vALii;r.  Dci-ortail'  to  Govkuncih  St.  Clair. 

Pauis  [^Fbance]. 
Lear  General:— \  write  this  letter,  much  uncertaiu  if  it  will  be 
dt'livcTLil  til  your  liamls.  1  have  been  told  you  live  in  the  country 
ucHr  till'  Ohin,  nnil  that  you  have  been  iiiipointed  governor  of  the 
8<!ttli!mfiit.H  iiln^iiily  mmle  or  to  be  madu  in  thut  part.  I  ithijulil  look 
upon  iliiw,  if  inn',  as  a  very  happy  circumstance,  for  I  miist  iuAiriD 
you  liiat  twcnty-liircp  pureona  find  uiysolf  have  made  an  ainpiiaitiiin 
of  Iiirid.-'  tiiore,  iiiul  intend  to  make  a  aeltlcnient.  Two  gentlemen, 
Mr.Iiurthaiid  Mr.  Tii-lmult,  urn  tlie  flrtit  who  go  over  with  some 
cultiviiltirs.  Thiy  will  bo  foIlnwiHl  by  iithcns.  I  kave  with  them 
to  exphiin  the  pnijeei,  but  in  quality  of  ymir  bite  comiwuiou  of  war 
and  iilwnys  your  t'ritiid,  I  beg  you  to  give  liicni  every  aatistance 
and  Bujtpiirl,  a."  tho.sy  jrpntlenien  are  not  aequainled  with  the  coun- 
try, and  llii?  husiiw.-^  tlu'V  liiivu  in  liand  rciidors  it  ueccsr^iry  they 
should  liavo  some  one  to  iiilvisi;  Willi  to  jireveut  mistakes  and  |>cr- 
hups  v.M\\.  and  I  vxpocr.  from  your  si'ii^ihliity  and  l<iiul[K'.<.'',  tJmt 
you  will    In-   pieii^ed   1..  iitd   llu^m.      If  this   lir-t   fsIal.Ji.-lLiiLent  suc- 


ceeds, 
valflv  a  lar;;i 
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write  in  French,  but  I  was  afraid  that,  having  since  the  peace  no 
opportunity  of  communicating  with  Frenchmen,  you  have  forgotten 
it.  I  judge  of  it  by  myself,  who  find  now  great  difficulty  to  speak 
English,  but  I  beg  you  to  be  persuaded  of  the  sincerity  of  the  sen- 
timents and  regard  and  attachment  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  etc. 


Colonel  Gouvion*  to  Governor  St.  CLAiii. 

Paris,  Auguet  21,  1790. 

Dear  General: — ^If  you  have  not  quite  forgotten  an  officer  who 
had  the  pleasure  to  serve  with  you  under  the  standard  of  liberty, 
give  him  leave  to  introduce  to  you  Messieurs  de  Tavernol,  a  French 
officer  of  the  Boyal  Artillery,  and  de  Bocher,  who  are  going  to  make 
settlements  and  become  adventurers  in  the  western  countries  of 
America.  As  this  is  a  kind  of  enterprise  in  which  they  arc  in  very 
great  want  of  counsel,  I  take  the  lil)erty  to  Ix'g  you  would  aid  thoni 
witli  yours?,  and  put  them  under  your  ininicdiato  protection.  They 
deserve  it  by  their  sentiments  and  their  good  conduct,  and  I  shall  be 
particularly  obliged  to  you  for  what  you  will  do  in  their  favor. 

Here  we  are  contending  for  our  lil)erty.  There  are  so  many 
peojJe  averse  to  it,  and  doing  all  in  their  power  to  oppose  the  effects 
of  our  revolution,  that  we  are  going  on  but  very  slowly.  I  hoj)e  that 
the  good  cause  will  triumph  at  last.  Many,  if  not  all,  of  f)ur  fet- 
ters are  already  fallen  down,  but  we  want  order,  of  ^^hich  there  is 
almost  a  general  dissolution.  I  hope  it  will  conic  again,  and  that 
we  shall  be  free ;  if  not  without  trouble,  at  least  without  much 
bloodshed.' 

The  politicians  of  this  country  pretend  that  the  great  English 
fleet  is  sailing  over  to  North  America  t()  carry  you  a  king.     I  think 


'Colonel  Gouvion,  one  of  the  four  proniint.'nt  engineers  sent  over  hy 
France  during  the  Kevolutionaiy  IVar.  He  was  a  skillful  and  valuable  of- 
ficer, and  was  advanced  from  major  to  lieutenant-colonel  in  tli**  American 
army,  and  colonel  hy  brevet.  After  the  purrendt^r  (»f  C'ornwallis,  at  York- 
town,  he  g('t  leave  io  return  to  France.  This  i^  ])r()baMy  the  same  (Jouvion 
who  became  distinguished  under  Nap:ileon  in  17'.)')  and  sub<**quent  cam- 
paigns, became  a  prominent  general,  and  aftj'rwards  was  made  a  ju'cr. 

'Alas!  what  oceans  of  blood  deluged  France  soon  after  this  letter  of  the 
brave  Gouvion. 


154 


Till-  Si.  Clair  r.ipcrs. 


tliat  timt  sort  'if  plant  would  not  grow  well  in  your  land,  a 
IttUgli  at  that  iilca.' 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  dear  general. 

Your  moat  obedient  servant, 

'  Ful'  St.  Claii'V  (lescrrplign  of  the  laltlcnicnt  of  llic  Frnncli  on  tlio  Ubio, 
«eu  im  ktter  unli<^  Seorvliir;  of  War,  November  20,  ITQO.  He  Mtcttivcd  nu- 
iiicri'1113'  lutiiirs  rniDi  b<i  Frenvh  nt^imintanvvs,  and  also  ft'om  tbo  Amcrii'itn 
ri'i'iupenbitives  iil  Parii.  Oiib  friim  Mr,  Short  introdiifwl  u  insrqui!,  n  dop- 
iilj  111'  llnv  ndbk'^-c  to  Iho  Niitionii!  Astombij.  wIki  bud  ]nirclmsfd  lanils  on 
tliu  Si'ioto.     Thi'  lullowing  Utlor*  will  bn  i-un.l  with  interest: 

JoKL  Bahiaw  to  Goverxob  St.  Clajr. 

Pigis,  Fr*nck,  Frbrtt-nyiB.  17D0, 
Sir ; — ^I  tiitik  111''  1ib»rty,  n  few  day*  e'mve.  to  give  you  «oin«  nd'onnt  of 
my  ii|n!rHLiiina  ii^  ;i^enl  for  the  Sflulii  C"inp«ny,  nnd  to  nddrem  lo  your  no- 
tkc  itiul  |<riit<'c'iiiMi  a  number  of  induEiriuus  nnd  bgnBtt  emigmntB,  wbo  liHve 
i;<me  iitiili-r  iln'  ilirucliun  of  Hmtrs.  B*rth  nnd  Tliiebauld.  Tbis  omigratbn, 
I  um  wnvinctJ,  will  Incrauo  lo  n  great  nucnbor.  Tbey  will  ho  wuU  ttitacbod 
til  yiiurgovcviiiiii-'iil;  and  wIu'Ip  thty  increase  the  itrenirth  nnd  p<^pert»bility 
(if  till'  oil.iiiy,  I  b.F|H.  yi.111-  Ksri'lluncy  "ill  find  thtni  iimunif-t  Ibc'  best  of 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  op  War. 

New  York,  Au^uA  23d,  1790. 
The  letter  from  Major  Hamtramck,  and  journal  of  Mr.  Gamelin,^ 

^The  report  of  Antoine  Oamolin,  which  alone  concerns  our  story,  and 
which  has  a  deep  interest  to  all  who  would  understand  the  nature  of  the 
ennf  ict  of  a  haiidred  years  ago,  between  civilization  and  barbarism,  is  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Gamelin's  Journal. 

I,  Antoine  Gamelin,  by  order  of  Major  Hamtramck,  set  off  from  Fort 
Knox  the  6th  of  April,  to  proceed  to  Miamitown,  with  the  speeches  of  his 
Excellency,  Arthur  St.  Clair,  and  to  receive  the  answer  of  the  Wabash  and 
3I]ami  nations. 

The  first  village  I  arrived  at  is  called  Kikapouguoi.  The  name  of  the 
chief  of  this  villas^e  is  called  Les  Jaml)es  Oraches.  Him  and  his  tribe  have 
a  good  heart,  and  accepted  the  speech.  The  second  village  is  at  the  river 
du  Vermillion,  called  Piankeshuws.  The  first  chief,  and  all  the  chief  war- 
riors, were  well  plciused  with  the  speeches  concerning  the  pence;  but  they 
said  they  could  not  i;ive  j)rcsently  a  proper  answer,  bofore  they  consulted  the 
Miami  nation,  their  eldest  brethren.  They  desired  me  to  proceed  to  the 
3Iiamitown,  and,  by  coining  back,  to  let  them  know  what  reception  I  got 
from  them.  The  said  head-chief  told  me  that  he  thought  the  nations  of  the 
lakes  hud  a  bad  heart,  and  were  ill-disposed  to  the  Amerienns;  that  the 
spoci'hes  would  not  be  received,  particularly  by  the  Chaouanons^  at  Miami- 
town. 

The  10th  of  April  I  met  thirtoen  Kicknpoo  warriors;  I  asked  them  the 
purpose  of  their  journey.  We  are  for  war,  said  they,  not  against  the  white 
people,  but  against  the  Chickasaws.  I  told  thom  to  .bo  friends  with  white 
people;  I  gave  them  a  letter  for  the  commanding  officer  of  Post  Vincennes, 
desiring  them  to  go  and  shake  hands  with  him.     They  promised  to  do  it. 

The  11th  of  April  1  reachod  a  tribe  of  Kickapoos;  the  head-chief  and  all 
the  warriors  being  assembled,  I  gave  them  two  branches  of  white  wampum, 
with  the  speeches  of  his  Excellency,  Arthur  St.  Clair,  and  those  of  Major 
Hamtramck  (it  must  be  observed  that  the  speeches  havo  been  in  another 
hand  before  me).  The  messenger  could  not  pro(.'eed  further  than  the  Ver- 
million, on  account  of  eome  private  wrangling  bftween  the  intorpreler  and 
some  chief  men  of  the  tribe.  Morctover,  somc^thing  in  the  speech  displeased 
thom  very  much,  which  is  included  in  the  third  article,  which  says:  "I  do 
now  make  you  the  offer  of  peace;  accept  it  or  reject  it,  as  you  phase."  These 
words  appeared  to  displease  all  the  tribes  to  whom  the  first  messenger  was 
sent.  They  told  me  they  were  menacing,  and,  finding  that  it  might  have  a 
bad  effect,  I  took  upon  myself  to  exclude  them,  and,  after  making  some 
apology,  they  answered  that  they  and  their  tribe  were  pleased  with  my  speech, 
and  that  I  could  go  up  without  danger;  but  that  they  could  not  presently 
give  me  an  answer,  having  some  warriors  absent,  and  without  consulting  the 

^       ™  ™     ■  ■■       ■    I—    -  ■  ,         ^^_^  Mil         liM. 

1  By  these  are  meant  the  Sbawancsc. 


coiiio?  of  wliich  acco 
:,  being  the  .1 


The  St.  Clair  Papfrs. 
npaoy  this,  were  received  by  me  at  Kaskaslila, 


■  of  their  luiida.  Tlii:j-  deaired  mo  l\>  stop 
lid  hnve  Ilie  cliiofs  and  warrii'rn  ofUuiaUinoi 
iiiiiii,  Mar-mbltid  lliurs,  und  would  Tflc<9ive  a  prupor  aa- 
I  tij.'v  vxpixrted  by  me  a  draught  ol'  milk  rroiu  the  great 
iiijiliNg  iifficer  of  the  Punt,  to  pilt  the  old  p>;i]pl«  in  goud 
!'<tv  jiT  und  ball  for  tbu  young  rosn  for  hunting,  and  tu 
gel  suniii  giHid  bruLli  Tiir  thvir  women  and  Qhlldrun;  Ibal  I  should  kuow  n 
buart-'i'  (ir  cpL-ecbi'^  ehuiild  never  be  with  nmpty  hiindi.  Tb«y  prutniied  mo 
lu  keep  Lhi-ir  yminu'  ihcil  rrrim  stealing,  and  to  souil  KpfKL'hus  lo  thuir  notiuna 
in  tliu  priiirii'-  i<<   !    ['  .   -,11111-.     Otic  □(  the  chior*  desired  ma  tii  lj«len  to  liia 

speei'h;  "Is  ii  I    :  iri  I  .,ii,i|  I^wlti  IW«r  htMi  In  lust  summer,  caP- 

ritiU  H  li'liup,  HI- ■■  ■■■I  irii,  <i{ klnvk  p«per,  djrwtnd  to  Ihu  thiuf  of 

thu  l-'.ill*,  by  til.'  !■  ■■ U..I  Aiii.iii'iin  pmple  nf  the  Port,  invitlns  him  10 

is  yoiin;;  iri''ti  lor  Ui  dc'lrciy  tho  KiekHpoua?  Vuunelf,  Umuelin, 
i:  Lbt  snid  IcLlcr,  without  ylving;  nntico  to  the  ehicti  of  that  placB^ 
i-d  ty  us.  Uuttlieohiofof  Iba  Fulls  iinBwwri.Hl:  -1  don't  undurat(Ln4 
ingor  wriiint;  11  letter  with  vcrmllliun;  don't  you  know  thai  tba 
IS  iii'u  my  cliililrcn,  as  well  tu  other  nationtT  Instead  nf  dcsLraying 
n  H>lid  peacQ  with  tbera.'    That  it  a  |>roof  of  a 
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after  mj  return  from  Cahokia ;  and  when  I  was  on  the  point  of  set- 

pronch  we  continually  receive  from  the  English  and  other  nntions,  which  | 
received  the  uxo  first,  calling  us  women ;  at  the  present  time,  thvy  invito  our  | 
young  men  to  war;  as  to  the  old  people,  they  are  wishing  for  peace."   They 
could- not  give  me  an  answer  before  they  received  advice  from  the  Miamia, 
their  elder  brethren. 

The  18th  April,  I  arrived  at  the  River  &  rAnguillo.  The  chief  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  th'>se  of  war,  were  not  present.  I  explained  the  speeches  to  some 
of  the  tribe;  they  said  they  were  well  pleased,  but  they  could  not  give  me 
an  answer,  their  chief  men  being  absent;  they  desired  me  to  stop  at  their 
village  coming  back,  and  they  sent  with  mo  one  of  their  men  to  hear  the 
answer  of  their  eldest  brethren. 

The  23d  April,  I  arrived  at  the  Miamitown;  the  next  day,  I  got  the 
Miami  nation,  the  Chnouanons,  and  Dclawares,  all  assembled.  I  gave  to 
each  nation  two  branches  of  wampum,  and  began  the  speeches,  bt^fore  the 
French  and  English  traders,  being  invited  by  tlie  chiefs  to  be  present,  Imv- 
ing  told  them  myself  I  would  be  glad  to  have  them  present,  having  nothing 
to  say  against  any  body.  After  the  speech,  I  showed  them  the  treaty  con- 
cluded at  Muskingum,  between  his  Excellency,  Governor  St.  Clair,  and  sun- 
dry natioii.s,  which  displetised  them.  I  told  ibom  th^t  the  purpose  of  this 
present  time  was  not  to  submit  tlicm  to  any  conditinn,  but  to  offer  them  the 
peace,  which  made  their  displeasure  disappear.  The  great  chief  told  me 
that  he  was  ploased  with  the  speech;  that  ho  w<»ul(i  soon  give  me  an  answer. 
In  a  private  discourse  with  the  great  chief,  he  told  mo  not  to  mind  what  the 
Chaouanons  would  toll  mo,  having  a  bad  heart,  and  being  the  perturbators 
of  all  the  nations,  lie  said  the  Mianjis  had  a  bad  name,  on  account  of  mis- 
chief done  on  the  River  Ohio,  but  he  told  mo  it  was  not  occa8i(»rM?d  by  his 
young  men,  but  by  the  Chaouanons,  his  young  men  going  out  only  for  to 
hunt. 

The  2oth  of  April,  Blue  Jacket,  chief  warrior  of  the  Chaouanons,  invited 
me  to  go  to  his  home,  and  told  m<j:  ••My  fiiond,  by  the  name  and  consent 
of  the  Chaouanons  and  Delaware?,  T  will  sp<?ak  to  you.  Wo  are  all  sensible 
ol  your  speech,  and  pleased  with  it,  but.  after  consultation,  we  can  not  give 
an  answer  without  hearing  from  our  father,  at  Detroit,  and  we  are  deter- 
mined tu  give  you  back  the  two  branches  of  wampum,  and  to  >end  you  to 
Detroit  to  see  and  hear  the  chi(?f',  or  to  stay  hero  twenty  nights  for  to  receive 
his  answer.  From  all  quarters,  we  receive  speeches  from  the  Ameri(?ans, 
and  not  one  is  alike.  We  supp(»se  that  they  intend  to  deceive  us — then  take 
back  your  branches  of  wampum." 

The  20th,  five  Poitawatamios  arrived  here  with  two  negro  men,  which 
they  sold  to  English  traders;  the  next  day,  1  went  to  the  great  chief  of  the 
Miamis,  called  Le  Gris;  his  chief  warrior  was  present.  I  told  him  how  I 
bad  been  served  by  the  Chaouanons;  he  answered  me,  that  he  had  heard  of 
it;  that  the  said  nations  behaved  contrary  to  his  intentions.  He  desired  me 
not  to  mind  those  strangers,  and  that  he  would  soon  give  me  a  positive 
answer. 

The  28th  April,  the  great  chief  desired  me  to  call  at  the  French  trader's 
and  receive  his  answer.     "Don't  take  bad,"  said  he,  "of  what  I  am  to  tell 
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tic^  out  Pir  the  Wulmsh.     From  the  information  that  journal  Goa>  J 

you;  youmuy  go  buck  when  ynu  {jlente.     Wc  ran  imt  give  ynu  a  po>iti*a4 

atiewLT;  wu  inu)t  send  jour  b]ww.-Iicu  Ut  all  uur  nvlgtibors,  and  to  tbu  Lnln  I 
rmliiinsi  we™n  nut givBinU-fliiitlTBBnswDr w!tiloiitouiieultinslhop.jminaii4-l 
ant  of  Detroit."  j\iiil  ho  dMirsiJ  ma  to  rendpr  him  tlw  iwo  brniii'liM  ot'T 
WHoipimi  rcriifci!  by  the  ChanuanonB,  aUn  a  copy  of  NptKwhce.  tn  writlngh  J 
He  proiniaiil  mt'  timt,  in  thirty  night!,  ha  mould  »nd  an  antwer  Cu  Pmt  SL  \ 
'Vinpcnncs,  by  n  yuung  mnn  of  nacb  nation  i  be  wa*  well  plmtwd  wllh  tiM  | 
xpo^ehi-s.  iind  «aid  t'l  bo  worlby  of  attention,  and  shnuld  ha  ciinmiiiiloated  1 
to  all  their  TOtifedernli's,  Imving  rpsolved  anmnc  tbctii  not  to  do  .my  thing  I 
witiit'iil  ni>  uniininiKu*  ronwnt,  I  agreed  to  hi*  rc-qulaitiona,  aod  reiidorad'  J 
him  till-  Iw  finiiu'lici  -if  wninpum  and  a  ropy  of  tha  «p«'fh.  Aftcrwardf,  T 
ho  liilii  ni"  lliiil  till'  Five  Nation*,  bo  called,  or  iroquoi*.  wore  training  tonM-  I 
thin^;  Ihiit  llfi^  nf  iliom  and  lhrc«  WyandoU  woro  In  thl«  vIIIh^u  « 
briinflips  .if  wi.iiiiiiim ;  lie  could  not  tell  tdm  prusontly  thojr  purpMc,  but  ha  ] 
aaiil  1  wmM  l.ri<>"  •'(  ii,  vuryiooii. 

The  saiiK  iliiv,  niur  .lackot,  obiuf  of  tha  Cbaoiunnn*,  invited  ino  to  hit  j 
hoiisw  for  fii|i|i.'jv  .111.1,  Iwfore  Ih«  other  i-hieCi,  U.id  iii»  thnt,  after  anotlier  d*.  j 
iibenition,  tlu'y  tlioii^liL  naccnary  that  I  fbould  go  myielf  to  Detroit,  to ^ 
BOO  till.  (niiiNiiiiiiliint,  who  would  get  all  hi*  rhildren  ui^embled  to  hcnr  1 
my  ^peei'h.     I  l..)(l  llR-ni  I  would  nut  anewurthcm  in  tbo  nii;ht— that  I  w«*  J 
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tained,  and  the  intelligence  which  the  major  had  received  after- 
wards, as  stated  in  the  letter,  it  appeared  to  me,  that  there  was  not 
the  smallest  probability  of  an  accommodation  with  the  Indians  of 
that  river,  and  of  the  Miami,  and  that,  from  the  manner  in  which 


would  »«rve  them  as  tboy  did  before.  A  certain  proof  thnt  they  intend  to 
encroach  on  our  lands  is  their  new  settlement  on  the  Ohio.  If  tlicy  don't 
keep  this  side  clear,  it  will  never  be  a  proper  reconcilement  with  the  nations 
Chaouanons,  Iroquois,  Wyandots,  and  perhaps  many  others.  Le  Oris,  chief 
of  the  Miamis,  asked  me,  in  a  private  discourse,  what  chiefs  had  made  a 
treaty  with  the  Americans  at  Muskingum.  I  answered  him,  that  their 
names  were  mentioned  in  the  treaty.  He  told  me  that  he  had  heard  of  it 
some  time  ago,  but  they  are  not  chiefs,  neither  delegates,  who  made  that 
treaty;  they  are  only  young  men,  who,  without  authority  and  instruction 
from  their  chiefs,  have  concluded  that  treaty,  which  will  not  be  approved. 
They  went  to  that  treaty  clandestinely,  and  they  intend  to  make  mention 
of  it  in  the  next  council  to  be  held. 

The  2d  of  May  I  came  back  to  the  Kiver  d  TAnguillo.  One  of  the  chief 
men  of  the  tribe,  being  witness  of  llie  council  at  Miamitown,  repented  the 
whole  to  them;  and,  whoreas  the  first  <  hii*f  was  al>-cnt,  tlioy  said  tlioy  could 
not,  fur  presont  time,  givo  answer;  but  they  are  willing  to  join  thoir  ppcoch 
to  those  of  their  eldest  brethren.  "  To  give  you  j>rouf  of  an  open  heart,  we 
will  let  you  know  that  one  nf  our  chiefs  is  gone  to  war  on  the  Americans, 
but  it  was  b«*fore  we  heard  of  you;  for  certain  they  would  n»it  hav(5  gone 
thither."  They  also  told  me  that,  a  few  days  after  I  pa-^sed  by  their  village, 
seventy  warriors,  Sauteaux  anl  Outawais,  from  Mi(.-hilinuic?kinao,  arrived 
there;  some  of  them  were  Poux,  who,  meeting  in  tli  'ir  route  the  Sauteaux 
and  Outawaifl,  joined  them.  *•  Wo  told  them  what  we  heard  !>y  you;  that 
your  speech  is  fair  and  true.  We  could  n«»t  Htr»p  tfiem  from  going  to  war. 
The  Poux  told  us  that,  as  the  Sauteaux  and  Outawais  wore  more  nunierous 
than  them,  they  wore  forced  to  follow  them." 

The  3d  of  May  I  got  to  the  Ouias.  Tliey  told  mo  that  they  were  waiting 
for  an  answer  from  their  eldest  brethren.  •*  We  approve  very  much  our 
brethren  for  not  to  give  a  definitive  an:?wer  without  informing  of  it  all  the 
lake  nations;  that  Detroit  was  the  place  whi-re  the  fire  was  lii^hted;  then  it 
ought  first  to  be  put  out  there;  that  the  Knglish  commandant  is  their  father, 
pince  he  threw  down  our  French  father;  they  eouhl  do  nothing  without  his 
approbation." 

The  4th  May  I  arrived  at  the  village  of  the  Kifkapooi*.  The  chief,  pre- 
senting me  two  branches  of  wampum,  black  and  white,  said:  •'  .My  son,  we 
can  not  stop  our  young  men  from  going  to  war;  every  day  Home  set  off 
clandestinely  for  that  purpose;  after  such  behavior  from  our  young  mon, 
we  are  ashamed  to  say  to  the  great  chief  at  the  lUinriis  and  of  tlie  Po.^t  St. 
Vincennes  that  we  are  busy  about  some  good  aflTairs  for  the  reconcih'ment; 
but  be  persuaded  that  we  will  speak  to  them  continually  concerning  the 
peace,  and  that,  when  our  eldest  brethren  will  have  sent  their  answer,  we 
will  join  ours  to  it." 

The  6th  of  May  I  arrived  at  Vermillion.     I  found  nobody  but  two  chiefs, 
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the  prciposal  uf  mi  iircommodition  had  bccu  received  by  thom,  and  J 
their  subsequeutcimduct,  it  would  not  be  proper  for  mti  to  go  tQ  Port  :J 
St.  Vinct-tiiies;  I,  tlierefbre,  Umk  the  nwolution  to  return  by  tha  1 
MissisHipjii  Bnil  Oliin  Riven  to  the  ht^sdquartcra  of  the  tr(Hi[ia,  In  r  1 
order  ti»  L-oncert  with  Gencnil  Harmar  iipou  the  nieBus  of  currying  J 
iiitti  effL'ct  the  alti'mative  contained  in  my  inotructions  from  tbs!  I 
President :  tli»t  of  iiunishiug  them  ;  and.  necnrdingly,  ciiilnrked  on  I 
the  1  Ith  (lay  of  June,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Washington  on  the  iSUi  J 
day  III'  July. 

Before  my  de[Mrtiire  from  Kaskankia,  I  put  a  letter  into  the  handl  j 
of  Miijor  8ur;;eriC,  iuforming  him  of  my  intt^nded  journey,  aud  ihst  .| 
as  siB>n  as  I  had  {.■mbarked,  he  was  to  consider  me  as  aWut,  aiiii.iD  1 
rons(t]iieni;e,  llie  g')Vernmont  devolved  upon  himself,  and  desired  j 
hiiii  (II  proeeeil  (o  ihe  Post,  lay  out  a  county  there,  establiah  tlw- ] 
niilitiii,  uTid  ai>piilut  the  civil  and  military  ofGcera.  I  was  led  to  pro-  ] 
ceed  in  thk  maimer  from  the  little  time  there  would  he  todig<«ttbft  / 
hu.HiiR-F^.'',  and  liriiif^'  the  necessary  force  leather  from  so  many  atiffl 
distant  jiurt-i,  before  it  would  be  necewary  that  they  should  moTe,.,J 
and  tile  ecrtiiinty  there  appc-ared  to  be  that,  if  I  went  to  the  Poat, 
the  eniisuiuuig  a  good  deal  of  it  would  bo  unavoidable,  and  the 
seawxi  for  upcriitioii  Ik'  lost. 

Fri.ni  the  riill^i  ..f  Ohio,  I  lock  Mr.  Elliot,  one  of  the  contractors, 


with 


■   he;id 


hat  1 
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Harmar  iril^rriKiiiL.ii  with  re.-i)eel  to  the 
out  being  assuivd  of  wliieli,  it  \u.iM  be  vain  to  think  of  the  matter. 
The  nuriiher  of  mililiii  I  «a«  ein]..>wered  to  eall  for,  wai-  one 
thousaud  fnnii  Yirirliii:!,  and  Jivi-  hundred  from  IVansylvauia,  to  act 
in  conjunetiou  «ith  the  Continental  troojtti;  these  the  (-ienerul  esti- 
mated at  f  >ur  iimidred  etfirlivcs.  Tlic  manner  of  employing  this 
fon-e,  whieh  wa^  eoneludvd  up.m,  is  this:  Three  hundred  of  the 
militia  of  Viriiiiiia  are  to  rendezvous  at  Fitrt  StfHilx'n,  and  with  the 
garrisiiii  of  that  fiirt,  lo  march  t<)  Post  St.  Vhiceunesaud  join  Major 
liamlratnek;  the  remainiiig  twelve  biindR-d  of  the  militia  to  as- 
Kemhle  at  F;.rt  Washiugtou,  uiider  the  ordeni  of  General  Harmar, 
whieh.  with  the  trooi>s  to  Iw  colh-<-ted  there,  will  firm  n  body  of  fif- 
teeu  hundred;    these  are  intended  to  num-h   din-ctly  aeross  the 
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rs.  11.1MTH.4M(K,    My  r  Commandant. 
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country  to  the  Afiami  village,  wliile  Major  Hamtramck  moves  up  the 
Wabash  to  attack  any  of  the  villages  on  that  river,  to  which  his 
force  may  be  equal ;  but,  as  it  is  not  so  respectable  as  I  could  wish 
it,  I  took  it  upon  myself  to  give  him  authority  to  cull  for  aid  from 
the  militia  of  Post  St  Viucennes.  It  would,  perhaps,  have  been 
better  that  the  whole  should  have  been  drawn  together,  and  one 
solid  effort  been  made ;  but  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  form  a  junc- 
tion of  all  the  parts  at  any  one  proper  place  in  time,  and  we  were 
not  without  hopes  that,  as  the  movements  will  bo  made  in  concert, 
the  success  .of  both  may  be  forwarded  by  each  other ;  for  that  up 
the  Wabash  will  certainly,  I  think,  make  those  nations  uneasy  for 
themselves,  and  prevent  them  from  aiding  the  Miamis,  while  the 
direct  movement  to  their  village  will  have  the  same  effect  upon 
them. 

I  could,  indeed,  have  wished  that  the  force  in  both  quarters  had 
been  more  respectable,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  tiieir  success  should  be 
j)ut  out  of  the  chance  of  accidents ;  for  a  failure  will  be  attended 
with  the  very  worst  consequences.  I  believe,  sir,  that  if  the  Presi- 
dent approves  tlie  business,  and  pliould  think  pro^xT  to  add  to  the 
numbers,  it  is  not  yet  too  late,  being  of  opinion  that  nuiny  more 
men  might  Ixi  obtained  from  that  part  of  Virginia  from  whence  the 
otliors  are  called,  on  very  short  notice.  You  will  observe,  sir,  by 
my  letter  to  the  county  lieutenants,  that  the  rendezvous  at  Fort 
Washington  is  fixed  for  the  loth  of  next  month.  Their  assembling 
there,  however,  was  not  counted  ii])on  before  the  20th,  and  that  they 
would  be  in  readiness  to  march  by  the  1st  of  October.  Before  that 
time,  I  hope,  I  shall  be  able  to  join  them.  Mr.  Elliot  made  very 
little  hesitation  about  the  provisions,  though  it  will  be  im])ossible  to 
furnish  flour.  Corn,  however,  it  seems,  is  still  abundant  in  Ken- 
tuckv,  and  with  that  General  JIarinar  is  satisfied. 

I  am  very  apprehensive  that  some  disai)iK)intnient  will  bo  met  with 
in  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania:  f  )r  I  found  that,  in  two  <jf  the  four 
counties  fr.)m  which  that  militia  is  to  be  drawn,  thev  have  n«)t  had 
an  officer  for  upwards  of  two  years,  and  there  was  a  <reneral  com- 
plaint for  want  of  arms.  I  represented  that  matter  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  State,  and  they  think  the  first  difficulty  will  be  obviated 
by  a  voluntary  enlistment,  and  have  ordered  a  quantity  of  anus  to 
l)e  sent  forward.  Asa  disappointment  there  would  bo  fatal,  perhaps 
the  President  may  think  pr()i)er  to  make  some  conditional  provision 
against  it.  I  hope  it  will  not  happen,  but  I  fear  it;  and  am  ex- 
tremely anxious  about  it,  on  account  of  the  expense  that  will  have 
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Iwfn  iiii-Tirrtd  lo  no  [lurpoee,  and  more  so  from  llie  injury  the  repa- 
luli'iH  <>i  till-'  Goverunient  would  BUtUtiD. 

1  re'[iicst  tlic  fiivor  oi  you,  sir,  to  Iny  this  letter  bi.-fi>te  the  Presi- 
dent 113  Sunn  B3  pLiMil)Ip,  fur  it  is  of  ini]K>rliuniti  thiit  I  Bhoulil  return 
williout  lii>s  iif  time,  as  the  att^omhliDg  the  luilitiu  of  Pciiiuiylvania  i 
h  fipjiiiiDtcil  on  Iho  Sd,  and  thoir  lx>ing  in  motiim  not  to  uxcocd  the  j 
lOih  t.f  8.-pt(-mUT. 

I  hjiTo  added  n  cnpy  of  my  lett<>r  to  the  county  licutenabta,  and 
to  the  senior  ufGccr  nf  thu  Penneylvanta  mtlilia. 


<>nski:.\i,  K>-ox  to  Govert^ok  St.  Clair, 

Wah  Department,  Augvd  23,  1790. 

Sir:— I  IjavL'  puhraitted  lo  the  President  of  the  Vnited  States  ' 
ynur  IcUiT  (.1'  this  dute,  and  the  paperi;  therein  refermi  Ut,  conttun-  J 
injj  llie  riMiioii;"  im  ivhi«h  you  have  founded  the  propoeed  operatioii  f 
agaiiist  lliu  Wiiliui^h  Indians. 

Whilst  the  Prcf^Lilcnt  rejrrets  exceedingly  the  oecosion,  he  approvea 
of  the  itifiisiircs  viin  have  t^iki'ii  f>r  prt'Vfntiiig  those  prwlatory 
iuour-iniis  of  tin;  Wnha.-h  JMhm  whidi,  for  a  e'.n.sideral.lo  pcri.Hl 
jMist,  liiivu  h.TTi  >">  ciilaiuitoiis  ti)  thu  iVonllcrs  lyinj,'  ah.ng  the  Ohio. 

The  ..lllis  of  pciire,  which  have  Iiocn  made  "»  priTicipk'S  of  jiist- 
ieeaiid  Imniiuiily  to  llio  Walia.li  Indians  and  rcfi.scl,  ivill  fully 
jiiplify  tl;(MMnrlne(  of  the  I'liiird  t^luU-a  in  iho  ojxTalioris  wjiieh 
havi'  iit'iii  dlrirtcd  fur  the  ].r.v*ntioii  of  fiiiuro  miir.k'M  and  rob- 


It  U  III.'  ciirricst  dvsirc  .if  the  Pr.'.'i.lcnt  that  the  oi,erati(.n  should 
iH'ctiiciiial.  and  pvoduee  in  llie  Indians  pro]>iT  (lis])i>silious  tor  |»cace, 
IL-.  Ih.rctor,.,  eontuh's  in  your  jnd,Lnn,.nt  inul  ahililies  as  Ix-in-  i>ei- 
feelly  nnjiiainted  «iili  llie  force  of  the-  Indians  the  nature  of  their 
opcnilioti,  iiml  all  tlie  eir.'unislaiiecs  of  tlie  <-:ise,  whether  any  further 
force  ^hail  lie nddrd  t^i  tl.at  nlr.ii<ly  oidcrch  If,  upon  due'delibera- 
tioii,  vi.ti  i^liouhl  he  of  opinion  that  the  furc.^  von  have  directed  should 
bo  inadequate  to  tlie  end  pr  .po.  d,  and  that  ,ni  additional   minilwr 
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to  have  been  rclinciuwhed  by  the  late  peace.  It  will  bo  a  point, 
therefore,  of  delicacy,  that  you  should  take  measures  by  sending 
some  officer  or  mesjienger,  at  a  proper  time,  to  assure  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  real  object  of  the  exi)editi()n ;  that  the  Shawa- 
nese,  and  some  others  joined  with  them,  have  committed  such 
enormous  offi^nses  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  arc 
no  longer  supportable,  and  to  assure  him  of  the  entire  pacific  dis- 
lM)sition  of  the  United  States  towards  Great  Britain  and  its  posses- 
sions. You  will  also  find  it,  at  some  certain  moment,  highly  proper 
to  inform  the  Indians  with  whom  you  have  formed  treaties,  of  your 
pacific  disposition  towards  them. 

And,  it  may  also  be  proper,  under  certain  circumstances  of  hu- 
miliation of  the  Indians,  to  conclude  with  them  treaties  of  i>eace, 
pn)vided  it  can  be  done  on  proper  security  of  their  good  behavior, 
and  consistently  with  the  dignity  and  interests  of  the  United 
States.     .     .     . 


GovEUNOu  St.  Claik  to  tiik  Attohnky-CJexeiial. 

riirLADKLriiiA,  \^So  (latt'\  1700. 

Sir: — I  have  the  liouor  to  ouvt'loi>c'  the  paiKTs  you  were  pleased 
to  desire  vestcrdjiv. 

In  a  furmer  ("iiiversation  von  liad  Fiiirire.'^tod  a  doubt  whether  the 
laws  of  the  Wcjitern  Territory  tiiat  had  been  made  (in  e<»ntradis- 
tinction  to  beiui,' adopted)  by  tlie  Loirislaturc  would  be  ])inding  upon 
the  j)eople.  The  same  doubt  liad  arisen  in  my  mind  early,  but  I  pi ve 
way  to  tlie  opinion  of  tlie  Judges,  and  to  the  neror  sity  of  tlie  case. 
They  were  decidedly  of  tlie  o])inion  that,  from  a  clause  in  the  Ordi- 
nance which  d"clared  the  laws  adopted  or  niade  by  the  (JoyenKT  or 
Judges  to  be  binding  during  the  existence  of  the  temporary  govern- 
ment, if  not  disapproved  by  Congress,  gave  them  full  power  to  leg- 
islate in  that  manner;  and  it  is  certain  that,  from  the  jM'culiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  ccMuitry,  in  many  cases  no  laws  of  the  original 
States  would  Ixi  found  to  apply  to  their  occasions  exactly  without 
alterations,  and,  if  they  were  altered  to  those  oecasions,  they  wouhl 
cease,  it  would  seem,  t  >  1)0  the  same  laws.  They  have  doubts,  like- 
wise, whether  the  laws  of  the  United  States  can  have  course  in  the 
Territory  unless  it  1)0  especially  named  in  them,  and  it  has  been 
proposed  to  me  that  such  as  may  be  necessary  should  be  adt)pted ; 
but,  from  the  words  of  the  Ordinance,  which  gaye  the  power  to 
atiopt  laws,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  laws  of  the  United  Stat(fS  can 
l»e  comprehended.     I  do  not  recollect  any  case  that  has  yet  ha|>- 
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peocd  wliere  any  iiicimveoieDce  has  followed— bill  I  do  n 
how  Ireason,  fi.r  example,  againNt  i\w  UnitiH]  Stalest,  could  be  p 
iabcd,  ami  yet  it  may  Ijo  coinmIll(><l  in  ii  Territory. 

No  provisinn  liaw  l)«n  ratuXv.  fur  an  attomcy-gciifml ;  the  power  j 
to  appfimt  one  ia  clear  cnuugb.  but  tliP  inlutit  situation  of  the  coiio.  I 
try  forlmls  the  jwoplc  being  burdened  with  ralariex;   at  the  dBinii  1 
^me,  it  Bcnma  to  lie  a  very  neecBsary  uffiiv,  were  it  oiily  as  Uw  ] 
counselor  to  the  Governor.     I  am  sure  1  have  felt  the  want  of  eiicb   I 
eounwl  very  mueb,  and  the  persons  whii  mny  miwwil  me  iti  the  I 
office  may  lie  in  like  drcunistanceg ;  and  it !«  not  exptTtwl  that  any  | 
pcrwin  of  ?iiffi[ifnt  abilities  will  accept  the  appointment  without  ft  ' 
salary,  especially  when  it  it  considered  that  they  have  a  circuit  of 
more  than  a  tli'iiisimd  miles  in  every  year.     I  i>b(ill  Iw  very  miteh 
oblippfl  to  yim  f-r  y  .ur  advice  nlwnit  the  powessions  of  the  ancient    I 
settlers  on  the  Mi>-:-ippi,  and  that,  if  you  think  it  necessary,  yoa   | 
would  bring  the  linulilful  points  I  have  mentioned  beibre  the  Prw*-.  i 
dent  of  the  L'uiicd  States.     Permit  me  to  ohfwrve,  aliw,  that  when  \ 
the  verygreiit  distance  that  country  is  and  ever  will  be  from  iha    i 
seal  i.f  government,  iherp  xeems  to  Im>  a  n('rps>*ity  f'lr  the  titles  <*f 
confirmation  beioj;  niiide  williiu  the  Territory,  or  at  least  a  provision 
that  they  niuy  be  jmt  on  reeord  tliere. 


}.\\ 


■  J( 


Tl'O. 


Pursuant  to  iho  res<.hition  of  Coiijire-^  of  iho  2«lb  of  August, 
17M,  and  in  .ibedieiiee  to  t)ie  in.>;tnK-ti<iiis  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Sti.ies  of  the  dili  „f  Oetol,er,  17«!),  1  embarked  at  Fori 
Harmar  for  Kiiska-^kiii,  <.n  llie  2()th  djiy  of  Deeember  following,  and 
arrived  m  the  oili  iluy  of  JUireJi,  ITDfi.  The  gmit  length  of  time 
eonsuiiied  in  IJiis  voyage  wa^  owing  to  n  delay  met  with  ul  the  Falls 
of  Ohio,  f  >r  want  -t"  i)iMvi>iotH  tor  the  e.-eort ;  t-.  being  afterwanls 
fniiieii  up  in  the  JIi-:si.-sip|>i  for  fifli'en  day;';  and  to  being  again 
obliged  to  slnp  to  ri')iaiv  the  damage  .-iistained  liy  llie  vessel,  which 
wa-i  lHirne<i  by  tlie  iiii|>eltiosity  of  llie  stream  ui"iti  ii  sunken  tree  in 
the  middle  of'lli.-  river,  where  tlie  <ianger  of  i>eing  east  away  ^sw 
verv  nnrri'wlv  esea|»*d. 
Immediateiy  ur>  my  :irnval,  the  counly  of  .«t.  Clair  was  erected  by 
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proclamation;^  a  placard  was  published  requiring  the  inhabitant?  to 

*In  fact,  the  county  of  St.  Clair  was  not  erected  until  April  27th.  I 
quote  from  the  manuscript  journul  of  oflBcial  proceedings  kept  by  the  secre- 
tary, Colonel  Sargent.* 

(1)  1790,  March  7th.— At  Kaskaskia.  The  Governor  issued  a  proclamation  calling  on 
inhabitants  to  prove  claims  to  certain  lands  as  provide<i  for  in  act  of  Congress  of  'iOih 
June,  1788.  It  was  directed  U)  take  measures  to  confirm  in  their  possessions  and  titles 
the  French  and  Canadian  inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  on  the  Mississippi  who,  on 
or  before  the  year  1783,  had  professed  themselves  citizens  of  the  United  States,  an<l 
for  laying  off  the  tracts  which  they  rightfully  claim:  also  for  their  benefit,  tracts  of 
lands  in  certain  figures  near  to  all  the  villages,  so  as  to  furnish  four  hundred  acres 
HS  a  donation  to  such  of  families  living  at  Kaskaskia,  La  Prairie  du  Rochcr  and 
Cahokia. 

March  24th.— The  Governor  issued  a  proclamation  similar  to  the  above  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Post  V^incennes.    [It  was  sent  by  messenger  to  the  Wabash.] 

April  22d.— At  Cahokia.  The  Governor  issued  a  proclamation  relative  to  the^Iaims 
of  the  Bishop  of  Quebec  to  missionary  lands  granted  to  the  missionaries  of  Cahokia 
and  Tamarois.  in  lee  simple,  by  Messieurs  Boisbriant  and  Des  Misines,  in  the  name 
of  the  Royal  Company  of  the  Indies,  in  June  1722.  Four  leagues  of  land  in  a  square 
to  begin  on  the  Mississippi  River,  one-quarter  of  a  league  above  the  little  River  of 
i.'ahokia.  and  to  follow  the  course  of  the  Mississippi  towards  Fort  Chartres. 

April  2oih.— The  (Jovernor  issue<l  an  order  forbidding  the  inhabitants  from  onter- 
taining  any  strangers,  white.  Indians,  or  negroes,  without  acquainting  the  olVicer  in 
<-«)iiimand  of  troops  with  the  names,  and  places  whence  they  came.  StraiigerB  also 
required  to  report  themselves. 

April  'JTth.— County  of  Ht.  <'lair  set  off  as  follows:  Beginning  at  the  month  of  the 
Little  Michilmacind'-k  River,  running'  thence  southerly  in  a  direct  line  to  the  niontli 
of  the  little  river  above  Tt. Massac,  on  the  Ohio  liiver;  thence  with  Ohi<»  to  its  junction 
with  the  Mississipjii:  thence  up  the  Mississippi  to  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  River,  and 
so  up  the  Illinois  River  to  the  place  of  beginning,  with  all  the  adjacent  islands  of  tlie 
Kaid  Illinois  an<l  Mississij»pi  Rivers.  St.  Clair  county  divided  into  three  judicial 
districts,  viz:  Culiokia.  Prairie  <lu  Rochcr.  and  Kaskaskia:  in  each  of  which,  ses- 
sions of  the  several  courts  should  be  heUl  during  the  year  in  s(uue  manner,  as  if 
each  district  represented  a  di^tin('t  county. 

April  21>th. — Cahokia.  The  Governor  addressed  a  letter  to  Don  Manuel  Perez, 
Lieutenant-(iovernor  of  western  j>art  of  Louisiana,  asking  him  to  see  that  one  Pierre 
Troye,  lately  removcl  from  Cahokia.  returned  to  its  parents  a  f«'niale  child,  Mariiaret 
Bellew,  which  he  had  carried  off.  claiminir  that  the  parents  were  in<lebted  t(»  him 
for  its  keeping;  whereas  the  child  had  been  permitted  to  stay  with  Troye  at  the  re- 
quest af  his  wife— she  havini;  no  children  of  her  own. 

Following  appointments  made: 

Judges  of  the  Court  of  ConimcMi  Pleas— Jean  Baptist  Harbot,  John  Edgar,  Antoine 
<Jerardin.  Philip  iCn'j:el,  and  John  de  Moulin. 

Prothonotary  and  (^lerk  of  the  Court— William  St.  Clair:  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
(icneral  Quarter-Sessions  of  the  i't-jicc.  and  Justices  of  i'eace  and  Quorum— Messrs. 
Fdgar,  KukcI,  Gerardin.  and  Antoine  Louvicrs.  Also.  Justices  of  the  Court  of  St. 
<'lair  County — Francis  Trottier,  Francis  Janis,  Nicholas  Smith.  Janu-.s  I'izgot  and 
Baptistc  Sausier. 

Judge  of  i'robate— Bartholomew  Tardavieu. 

Sheriff— William  Biggs.  Gentleman. 

Coroner— Charles  Le  Ferre,  (ientleman. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  of  First  Regiment  of  Militia— R.  Tardavieu. 

Major— A.  Gerardin. 

Captains— John  Edgar,  Jean  Baptistc  du  Bou(iue.  an*!  Messrs.  Engel,  Janis,  and 
Piggot.  * 

Lieutenants— Baptistc  Sausier.  Baptistc  La  Chance,  .Vntoine  Pcltie  du  Antoya, 
George  Achison,- Baptistc  -Vlory,  and  Joseph  La  i^ensc. 


M>  The  SI.  Clair  Paper 

exhibit  n  pronf of  tliclr  claim  lo  lamis  in  Ujm  quarter,  and  a  li»t  ol"I 

EnKlgiK—riillliiCirrviil-,  Mutthcir  Stiuiet.  C'lMrli'  livniiuln,  JhiUl'  \t*c\w,  JUcJ 
toinu  U  ('Uti].vl1i'  Hiiil  N'llliaulGl  UuU. 

Mny  'ilh..— .I.i«ii]ili  l.ii  IliHilore  wai  cnmnilnlQiiotl  a  Soutji  Pii-ill;  liir  tha  |iar|iM}>l 
of  Inking  ilnuwoiijjuUl.incitUufl  tin™  tiraougtlM'Pruiith,  who  mm  aKMplMl  In   ' 
Otill  nance. 

Mai'  nji.— Wlllinin  St.  Clatr  ■piMlnte^  Roeardrr  >if  DuvJi,  nuA  ■>[>  Iba  lallowla^V 
iliiy  III'  wu;  iiiiihorUi"!  d'ailulnlBhir  iwllia  ki  all  ulOiMjn  Bpiwlntuil  undat  tl 

3  KlnL 


irlillt  HaniUron  woi  appalaMil  Ailjiii. 


Jiiiii  i-E  —  \(iF.,iiir  li,  r/.nllii  wui  aiiiKilntvil  Hnrre/or, 

<i> -I ' - '  uililrmMl  aliillcr  la  Major  UauiCramckittt'iiatVlDua 

i"i I 'Ill  noi  prtwuwl  tii  ihal  pMtnacoiiiL-mplatvd,  (iir  anvitiM*' - 

ill-'  '-,  I'alwuul-lso  loFon  Wa»liln«..ii»ii(l  tliBlme  h)K«»  I 

■^■"11-  ■'     ■  11 II  ]wn«[  luwihu  httiiilB  111  ^fcnurr Purlieu E. tttiliarlaliif  J 

)>l"i  I ''    ''    '    ''"-I'l^lMakbuncc.  dii<lln*triiuttnic  BJm  how  hi  iiohwimI  W  J 

T) n<rri,,r,i,.]™r[,  ,1  I<ir  Pnrt  Woahlngton. 

^t  ViiriiiiiLi-,  i-iN-ii  [III  J  ^anent  <a  aptlas  (loYcrnor.  proeomlpd  ia  rafif  na 

in-iriii'ijiiiii  -i  ili vniorrvUtlvu  Lu  Vtiu  laudi.    Thv  KltiiHIlilii  WM  norr 

pUc'dU'l  KiiiiiiiL  K>i~i.>i~M<ifin<)ra)idila<Muiliial»bini>latlJiuunnli  waa  vnrygMU. 
IJtiili  I'liii'Ii  iin.l  I  rL^iL.ii  luul  matfagtanu,  AUd oontM'Bt  upbyrviitvuHntiiibm  oT    ' 
Vlrel|iliilm<l  iil-">ii'."i'  Limits,    It  waa  round  Uiutnnv  Ultu.  a  niyul  tiottrr.  U 
onciliiic  run  nil'  "nh  li:  "I  ilnrpiitillopappralnhlapoMDHtoii,  andihitt  In  ilioi 
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the  heads  of  iamilies.  It  was  a  cousiderable  time  before  auy 
claims  were  presented,  owing  partly  to  their  being  entirely  unac- 
quainted with  the  English  language.  They  were  at  length  brought 
forward,  and  such  of  them  as  were  found  to  come  within  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  aecomjmny  this  rejwrt ;  also  a  list  of  the  in- 
luibitants  and  a  co])y  of  the  ])lacard. 

No  plan  of  the  town  of  Kaskaskia  could  \ye  found,  either  in  the 
public  ofSces  or  in  the  hands  of  individuals;  I  was,  therefore, 
obliged  to  order  one  to  be  taken  Cof  which  No.  4  is  a  copy),  as  it 


Bono,  Luke  Decker,  and  Charles  ViniMivo:  Ensigns -Joan  Buptisto  St.  Obin,  Jean 
BiiptUto  MayetU\  .Viitoine  Droito  ilc  Richorvillo.  ami  Christopher  Wyant. 

June  'J7lh.— Major  Vi:;(»  onlertMl  to  commanrl  the  militia  of  Post  Vincennes,  and 
Captain  Juan  Haptiste  Mayct  upon  tlio  Illinois  Kiver. 

June  28tli.— Proc'lumati(>n  issued  us  Ui  killing  of  (;ame  and  strangers  similar  to  the 
one  issued  by  St.  Clair  at  Cuhokiu. 

JuneUi^th.— Tn  view  of  surrounding  hostile  Indians,  militia  eommanded  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  for  service. 

July  3d.— Connnissions  i»isnt»d:  .Tudjros  of  Court  of  Common  Ploas— to  Piero  Garac- 
Ihi.  L(>ui>  Ivk'l!ii'».  and  Janr's  Johnsitu;  .lii^ticf^J  Court  of  <iii;irt''r-S'.--;'<ions.  etc. — 
AntoiUd  (Janiclin.  l*:inl  (iamdin  an<l  I-'ranois  I?n«s<'ro:  .In»lvr'"  of  Prohnt*. — Antoine 
GanR'lIn;  Prothonorary  rtn<l  Clerk— .•^iimii'.-l  Hair<l:  ritvordrr  of  Drods— John  Mills; 
Justicijs  of  the  Peace — Jaiu-.'s  Johnson  and  I.nkc  l)«.'ckfr;  Coroner  -  Cliristophur 
Wyjmt.  , 

July  10th.— Samncl  IJaird  commissioned  to  survey  and  lay  off  the  French  and  Ca- 
nadian inh?il)ilunts"  la?»:l.s  rightly  hcM  hy  thi-ni. 

Auijust  l«Uli.— Anilrcw  Heath  was  commissioned  Justice  of  Peace  for  county  of 
Knox. 

•Vnjrust  2Ist.— Jr>l»n  <')wens  commission"!  a«  Lit;utenant  of  militia,  .\fter  some  (M)r- 
resp<»ndence  with  Jiidir(*s  Symmes  and  Turncir  as  to  laws,  th(»  Secretary  depart^-d  for 
Fort  Washington. 

Sept.  hJtij. — !.iovernor  St.  Cliir  arrived  in  tin;  T<'rritory. 

Sept.  ISth.— Tile  (ioy.Tuor  was  pleasfil  to  niike  the  following?  app')intm'.?nts :  Wil- 
liam Mills,  as  captain,  and  Josepli  lUir'U  and  Itetnrn  Jonatlian  .Mi;i.:;s,  Jr.,  a.-<  ensij^ns, 
in  the  first  rcdmenr  of  Washinjrton  county. 

Dec.  1st.— -ii'ott  Traverse  appointed  li'Mitonant.  t'tVe  Kenc«ly  resigneil :  and  Richard 
i)enham.  cu'^jjrn. 

Dec.  'Jd.— .Vb*!al(»m  Martin  wa*?  appoint"d  cai>tain,  John  Williams,  lieut  ?uant,  and 
Richard  Carpenter,  ensign,  first  reijiment. 

LAWS  i».\ssr.i).  ITOO 

1.  A  law  to  prohibit  the  selling?  of  intoxicatiivjr  li<iU(»rs  to  Indians,  an^l  for  prevent- 
ing foreiiincrs  from  tradin;;?  with  Inilians.     i'ub.  at  V'Ineeiines.  July  1?>.  ITm). 

2,  A  law  to  prohil.«it  tlie  sale  of  into.vieatin;,'  li<|Uors  to  soldit-rs.  atid  to  prevent  the 
selling  or  pawninj;.'' of  arms.  <*lot!iin.Lr.  etc.,  by  sol«ii«'rs.     I'c.b,  at  Vin<iiries.  July  2.). 

;{.  A  law  for  .stii)pre>sinyr  ;;amin!,'  for  money  or  otln-r  prnj»  >rty.  and  for  restraining 
the  disorderly  pnu'tice  »)f  di.scharging  firi>-arms  at  eertain  hours  and  places.  Pub. 
at  Vinceinies.  Auu'ust  4. 

■I.  A  law  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  jreneral  court.     l*ub.  at  Cincinnati.  Nov«'mber  I. 

5.  .\  law  inercasiufj:  the  terms  of  the  etjimty  e()nrts  of  ••ommon  iiU-as  fri>ni  two  to 
four  terms  per  year,  and  to  increase  the  numbtrr  of  judj,'os  an«l  jusiic's.  Pub.  at 
Cincinnati.  November  0. 

6.  A  law  to  authorize  and  require  the  cr>urts  of  creneral  quarter  se.'ssions  of  the 
peace  to  dlvl<ie  the  counties  into  townshii>s.  and  tri  alter  the  bouuilarics  of  th«»  same 
when  necessary,  and  also  to  appoint  constables,  ovcrs^eers  of  the  i)oor,  and  clerks  of 
the  townships.    Pub.  at  Cineiunati,  November  G. 
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i  inipoBsib)<:  to  dracribe  Uio  lota  wliicji^ 


would  have  been  otherwis 
were  to  be  PunHriiiwi. 

Mr,  Siiiuuel  IJnin!  was  apptiinled  t«  do  that  duty,  as  well  as  to 
survey  the  lauds  held  by  the  peuple.  and  to  run  the  Uties  that  hati 
been  directed  by  Cuugress  to  embnit-e  thp  donatinna,  On  mi  ps- 
amiuaiiou  I'f  Iht  daims,  however,  it  was  fimnd  timl  mniiy  grunts 
of  lands  had  lieeii  made,  which  wonld  fall  to  th«  ewtward  of  tlie 
line  to  he  drawn  tkim  the  month  of  th«  river  Au  Murie;  and,  as 
all  frranls  that  jiffH^eeded  either  froiii  the.  gwvornment  of  France, 
that  of  Ureal  Britain,  or  iif  the  Sliil<!  of  Virginia,  in  or  before  the 
year  17^'^,  were  Ui  be  (yjnfirmcd,  the  nmniug  of  tliat  line  wua  de- 
layed until  Conttrfss:  should  bo  informed  that  it  would  not  laku  in 
all  the  claims',  and  therefore  appeared  to  be  incurring  an  uiiiipci'ssHry 
expense.  Onlers  of  ~urvey  were  iceiied  for  all  the  claims  that  a\>- 
peared  to  be  founded  agreeably  In  the  reaolution  of  CongrcM,  aiid 
Bur\eys  were  niiide  iii'  llie  greater  [lart  of  them.  A  part,  only,  of 
those  aiirvpysi,  hiiwover,  have  been  returned,  Ixjeausc  the  people  ob- 
jected tn  jiayiug  the  surveyor,  and  it  in  too  true  that  they  are  ill 


able  to  ]<:iv. 
ha--^ 


Thi-  Illitini 
.lv(-d  in  ■: 


■  I'll  iis  that 


di-^lr. 


in  the  Wabash, 
All  inider  (he 
('<iple  furnished 


(.f  tlic  ccrlili-'iilfs  ior 

these  supplies  are  still  in  their  hands 

:a,-\   iiiid   iinjinid;   ui 

id,  ill   miiiiy  instaiieos,  wliere  applim- 

payiiiiTit    hii-   bcni    i 

uude   Ki   tiic  Slate  ui'  Virginia,  un.U-r 

iiilmritv  tbi>  ccvlitii'at 

e,-  were  srr.mtcd,  it    Ims  Ix^en  refiiswl. 

K.i-rcL'i.n-utix-hiL'd 

isl>iin<ied,  a  set  ..f  men  pnMe.idi.i-  the* 

vnf  Vii-iuiacmbodi 

od  l]ienis(.lv<s,  aii.l  a  s.-cne  of  ^-encral 

lion  mid  ]>liind<'r  I'usii 

led.     Tn  Ihis  sue|.<.ede.i  ihrw  snecfssive 

I'liiirdiiiarv  inuridalin 

ns  from  tbe  Jlissi-sippi.  which  cither 

iViiy  liicir  crojw  nr  \in 

■vented  their  hein-  planted.      The  loss 

rri'ati'st   |'nrt  <if  tlii'iv 

trade  with    the   Indians,  which  V.W   n 

-niim'.  came  ujmhi  ibi 

.>m  at  this  jnii<-ti:re,  ;is  well  as  (he  hos- 

r>ioiis  i)f  suiiic  nf  Ihe 

lril"-s  which  had  ever  lu'f.irc  \m-n  in 

\]<  with  ihcni;  and 

tn   these   was   added    the    Inss  of  their 

list    en.))  ..f  rorn    I.V 

an   initimely  frost.     Extreme  misery 

,1  lail    l.p  Iw   tbc  <-.m. 

wpience  nf  such  acciimidiitod   misfor- 

The  |.«pcr,  No.  r,.  ro, 

iitains  tbe  onlers  for  u  compensalion  to 

vyor,  and  X-,.  C  i- tli 

e  rci)nwTiliillun  of  the  peojjlo  praying 
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A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Todd  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Grovemor  of  Virginia,  lieutenant  of  the  county  uf  Illinois,  and  some 
few  grants  of  land  are  said  to  have  been  made  r)y  him,  although, 
by  his  instructions,  \rhich  he  put  upon  reconl  at  Kaskaskia,  he  had 
no  authority  to  that  purpose,  but  seems  rather  to  have  been  re- 
strained. 

A  copy  of  those  instructions  was  transmitted  by  the  secretary. 
On  Mr.  Todd's  leaving  that  part  of  the  country,  a  person  of  the 
name  of  De  Numbrun  was  substituted,  who  made  grants  of  land 
without  number.  The  power  of  granting  lands  was  also  a.ssumed 
by  the  civil  courts  that  had  been  established,  and  that  assumed 
power  they  used  very  liberally,  still  pretending,  however,  that  they 
had  been  authorized  so  to  do  by  Mr.  Todd,  who  is  styled,  "  Grand 
Judge  for  the  United  States."  It  Is  most  probable  that  such  power 
was  never  delegated  to  the  courts  by  Mr.  Todd,  at  least,  it  does  not 
appear.  All  those  grants  have  been  rejected ;  but  I  hog  leave  to 
suggest  that  it  might  1)0  propor  to  allow  a  right  of  prc;-i'ini>tion  to 
X\\im}.  who  have  actually  SL^ttlcd,  and  math,'  iinprovomoiits  under 
them.  Some  of  the  parties  sccni  ros|)Octivi?ly  to  have  had  two  dif- 
fcHMit  objects  in  view :  the  applicants,  the  engrossing  lands  for  a 
very  small  consideration,  and  the  grantors,  the  acniniulation  of  per- 
<inisites,  the  courts  and  suWieutenants  having  exacted  four  dollars 
for  each  grant. 

There  are  a  nunilxT  of  American  settlers  in  i>ossossion  of  such 
grants,  whose  claims  have  In^en  also  rejected.  Their  ease  seems 
to  b<.»  a  hard  one.  Not  doubting  the  authority  of  the  courts,  which 
they  saw  every  day  exercising  the  authority,  they  aj>plied  for  lands 
and  obtained  them,  and  made  settlements  in  c«»nse(|uenee,  distinct 
from  those  of  the  French;  but  having:  removed  into  that  countrv 
after  the  vear  17^3,  thev  do  nnt  come  within  the  rest )lut ion  of  Con- 
gress,  w^hich  dcs<TilK's  who  are  to  be  considered  as  ancient  settlers 
and  confirmed  in  their  possessions.  As  Americans  they  have  been 
the  peculiar  objects  of  Indian  depredations,  while  their  neighlM»rs, 
tlie  French,  from  having  had  much  intercourse  with  the  Indians, 
and  frequently  intermarrying  with  them,  until  very  lately,  were  gen- 
erally safe.  They  have,  in  consef|Uenee,  Ixrn  driven  off  of  the 
lauds  they  had  improved,  and  have  lost  both  their  time  and  their 
labi)r.     No.  7  is  a  representation  from  them  upon  this  subject. 

Having  finished  the  business  at  Kaskaskia,  as  far  as  it  was  jx>s- 
sible  at  that  time,  (m  the  .Ith  day  of  April  I  embarked  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  MississipjM  to  Cahokia,  having  stopi)cd  at  Fort  de 
Chartres,  and  visited  the  village  of  the  Prairie  du  Kocher,  which  is 
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ulmut  u  league  'lii^taut  from  it,  Un  tlie  way.  Mr.  Daird  tuui  butrn 
ilirfcieil  III  ii.:iK«  ilio  eurvt^ys  there  u^  well  aa  at  the  lutlcr  [ilaix. 

A  piiwiT  \Mi^  i^'raated  to  ocrtaiii  of  tliu  itilmliiluuLH  tii  imtkc  rvpny 
(K.>utatiiiijs  lo  itii'  OH  tlie  eubJKrt,  whidi  via*  liiinc.  1  incdiiic  u  plat 
(if  the  rcstTvicI  tinot,  mcIiKlliig  Fort  Chiirtrc*.  It  ic,  liowtvor,  to 
bf- (ilispi'vid  I  lull  iKirl  i>f  tlib  imct  npfMnrs  tu  Iibvd  l>e«D  gnmied 
whril  till)  r.iiintry  vmu  in  pwsMsrauiu  of  tlio  Frcncli. 

I-'ruiii  ihc  111  iiitli  of  tbo  Ku§kaskitt  Itiver,  which  ia  a  very  beauti- 
ful rtlmim  i\'.:\i  takus  its  Hho  a  (^iviit  way  in  the  enuatry,  and  ih 
DiiviL'uliIi'  liy  liinls  fiir  a  considerable  distance,  aad  iiu  tbu  wc»t 
iiurik  'if  uliii'li  tliL-  tonm  is  sitiiaicd,  the  MLi»iwit>|)I  in  rcry  rapid,  m- 
iiiili'cil  ii  i^  Irijiii  the  mouth  of  the  Oljiu  to  that  plact',  with  a  grcnt 
iiiiijiy  difiiciill  lunl  daiig<>niufl  jiaitM^.  Kvory-whiTii  l)iu  current  iti 
tliii  iiiiilUlu  III'  iliu  etream  Lh  too  strung  Ut  Im  ovvrcomc  by  oars. 
lV:])i!i  inv,  till  nfore,  obliged  to  kcttp  as  Hum:  to  thv  ehoro  as  piissiUe, 
utid  iheii,  in  iniiny  pliiix»,  can  uol  luci'iiid  witluiiit  tuwin^.  Tha 
iiiiviKiHimi  111'  I'  inrse  night  Iw  very  ctMiiy  iiitorrupt«d,  or  prevented 
ultii'.'otlitr.  Mil-.'  the  Spaniards  w  the  Indiana  diupused  to  attempt 
il;  iiml  itii'  iiii<i*i'  NO.  as  in  fionie  of  thp  inost  difHrult  pliK-es  it  is 
n.ri.-iiiv  M  ki'..p  lo  iho  S|iiuiisli  slii.r.-.  A  coiuimitiii-uiion,  how- 
,-v,r.  iV.Mu  Fort  M:i-:k-  oh  iIk-  ( )liio   (..r  cvvn  .<  iiiu'  ,\Uhin<:  ■  iiliove 


ilu- Mi-s,iiiH  i;i' 


-I'  liillk-.  «hi<-l 
iinil  .hn-t-roiir 

.■..i-li'd.     AI.0V. 


I   iitioi 


-.■-liii-  tlm 


lilcs  li 


Till.  vilhiL'i' of  Calinki:.  is -iiiiaii',!  o„  a -rii;.!l  civ.k  ..f  ii,o  some 
iiaiiii'.  in  -.1  l'iTlili-|ilaiii.  mid  iili  .iit  1ml I' :i  ka.u'iK:  .imiii  il.-,  immlli, 
lim,  liiNL-siimiiiiiilnl  uilli  mm>lii-  !l  i^  vrry  uiili.-allliy  in  llii- !:it- 
t.Tiiiirt  of  tUr  suiucii.Tiuiil  llir  :iiiLMiiiii.  Tin;  riviT,  howvi-r,  af- 
tonls  a  i^afi.  anil  i-nviiiriil  liailior  i'.,,-  |i,i„is.  It  disclaii-c..  iisdf 
ii.urlvoii|>o>iu^  toll,..  S|,aiii::ii  viila-,'  ..f  f^l.  Louis,  .-uid  h  iiaviu-:!- 
bk-    fill-  ivv.,  iiiik's  lirvoml  till'  town.     Haifa  k^a-ui'   l.w,.,-  ,l„w,. 

till-  nmnlrv,  nml  aliout  an  .-(Uiil  .lisian.r  IV ill,.  Mis■^is^il.J,i,  is  ihc 

Miiall    v;!!a-_-   "f    llh-    I'n:!i'io  .111    I'oni,    ivl.irh    h    u'lMiiraliv   oon- 
^ii.li'ivil    as  a  i>ait  oi'  t.aliokia.     Here,    as  ut  li;t.-kaskia,    uo  plan 
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of  the  town  was  to  be  found,  and,  of  course,  I  was  obliged  to  or- 
der one  to  be  taken,  but  a  copy  of  it  docs  not  aecom|)any  this  i-e- 
port,  as,  by  some  accident,  it  has  been  left  Ix'hind. 

The  villages  at  the  Prairie  du  Rocher  and  du  Pont  do  not  appear 
to  have  been  ever  laid  out ;  the  jieople  have  built  upon  the  lands 
(their  lands),  which  have  generally  small  fronts,  in  a  contiguous 
but  irregular  rnanner,  which  has  given  to  thase  places  something  of 
the  appearance  of  towns.  The  same  steps  were  taken  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  the  lands  that  were  claimed  by  the  people  here,  as 
at  Kaskaskia,  and,  aftnr  due  examination,  orders  of  survey  for  such 
as  fell  within  the  resolution  of  Congress,  were  put  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Girardin,  the  only  person  that  could  be  found  in  all  that 
country  who  understood  any  thing  of  surveying.  There  are  a  great 
many  persons  in  that  quarter,  also,  whose  claims  have  been  rejected, 
who,  nevertheless,  may  be  properly  considered  as  having  an  equita- 
ble right,  at  least,  to  the  pre-emption.  / 

Previous  to  the  issuing  any  orders  of  survey  at  Caliokia  it  l)e- 
camc  necessary  to  decide  ujxm  ii  chiini  set  up  by  tlio  Seminary  of 
Quebec  U)  a  piece  of  land,  iour  lea;Li:ues  S(iuare,  grantetl  iniiny  years 
ago  bv  tile  oifieers  then  coinnumdinic  in  the  eountrv  ihr  the  Kinij 
of  France  to  the  missionaries  of  Cahokia  and  Taniarois.  Tiie 
Ixjunds  of  this  concession  embraced  all  the  settlements  at  Cahokia 
and  the  Prairie  du  J^)nt,  and  they  had  l)een  made  generally  with 
the  c.HistMit  of  the  missionaries  ibr  the  time  being  so  long  as  the 
mission  subsisted ;  when  it  had  dropped,  settlements  within  the 
bounds  had  been  permitted  by  military  ofHeers,  l)oth  Fren(rh  and 
En^rlish.  After  a  very  careful  examination  into  all  the  circum- 
stances^  it  a])])eared  that  the  mission  of  Cahokia  and  Tamarois  had 
been  dropiKid  before  the  country  was  ceded  to  ( rreat  Britain ;  that 
it  had  never  been  re-established  while  it  remained  under  the  do- 
minion of  that  i>ower;  that  it  does  not  exist  now,  the  present  euro 
not  ])eing  a  missionary  but  a  parish  i)riest,  supported  by  the  inhab- 
itants, and  that  the  pretensions  of  the  Seminary  of  (iuel)ec  were 
futile  and  groundless.  It  was,  therefore,  considered  as  a  tnict  of 
laud  that  had  reverted  for  want  of  heirs,  and  was  by  proelamation 
reunited  to  the  domain  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  inhabitants 
were  put  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  other  ancient  settlers. 

Tlie  survey  mentioned  in  thcj  i)roelamation  to  have  been  ordered, 
w^as  not  made,  l>ecause  it  afterwards  came  out  that  the  King  of 
France  had  disapproved  of  the  grant,  and  reserved  the  soil.  In- 
closed is  the  dejK)sition  of  Joseph  La  Bussiere,  the  notary  who  pul)- 
llshed  the  edict  of  the  French  King  respecting  it;  and,  also,  a  re- 
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inonslrance  of  tl^o  iuliabitaDte  resixnitiiig  a  sale  that  Iwtl  b«en  n 
of  u  part  (if  it  li_y  an  utloruey  for  tbe  tH'tuinury  of  tiucbi-c. 

Xo  returns  of  survey  from  Cahokia  are  a»  yet  t-ome  t)  hand,  and  i 
it  is  pnibuble  that  not  many  liave  betm  luadp.  aa  thv.  Miint!  ohjcctiiiiw  I 
of  ijayiiig  ibr  tlieiii  were  raidwl  hero  a?  pisewhcrp,  nntl  the  inhal 
ituiils  of  tliat  plueeiirejoinetl  in  the  re mouslrances  which  have  beea  j 
mado  by  those  of  tlje  other  village. 

It  iviis  not  p  issihh:  t)  establish  liie  courLi  of  jnntice  nor  the  militia  i 
in  thti  County  of  St,  Clair  until  C'ohokia  had  be*"!!  vbiiod;  aud  1 
then  it  wax  difficult  to  establish  them  con  form  ably  to  the  law;  and  I 
ny  alteration  in  the  law  ojtild  take  place  that  lime,  beeauiie  the<  | 
judges,  wlio  forut  a  purt  of  the  Ldgislatiire,  were  not  present.  J 
The  difiiculty  arose  fpun  these  circHmstanees.  The  ^-illages  and " 
settlements  were  at  a  great  dietancc  from  eueh  other;  not  any  (rf 
them  were  saHicieutly  peopled  to  admit  of  being  made  a  distinct 
cimtity ;  tlie  wlmle  afforded  barely  a  suffieieut  number  of  personft  J 
Willi  Were  i[i  any  ihjrrei-'  ijiialitted  to  fill  iho  necessary  offices;  jiiBtioe  I 
cmiid  nut  have  lici-u  mlmiuisilered  had  the  pessions  of  the  conria  ' 
been  r„niin--<]  In  iiiiy  .-n,.  j.h,,..,  ryeii  llu-  iiiiiM  .■.■iilnil.  f.-r,  Wsides 
the  .li;^tuiiee.  th.Te  wits  ■•oiisi.i.nil.l. 


Under  the 


lid  Ji 


taken  0|>.,n  Iiimscif  the  oftie 


.  <li>trihnted  as  to  n 


Lit!  uf  llie 
of  ihe  sa 


erin  piif^^'iiif:  and  repaspinjr. 
anhi  liave  Ix-en  found  who 
e  i>f  a  niinri.*trate ;  neither 
eo,o,*ll,.d;andthejrrentest 
OS  uf  the  (  oniity  Court  of 
:i>  iivi>.  and  not  loss  than 
idill^Mhe  eonnly  into  three 
erly  warriinied  by  law,  and 
holiliiij:  iif  thut  eourt  pnic- 
'.-ion  id"  that  court  of  the 
(irobale  i^hould  lie  held  in 
uie  courts  resjieetlvely,  and 
lie  clerk  <.f  the  jH-^ace,  and 
ii|iiiiiii)t  iiepiitie,*,  and  open 


Ihi^ 


re  has  W: 

1  the  offii* 

■eeived   the 


•  the  p.vern 
pre-vuiled  ! 


ritory,  the  laws 
I  settlers  are -to 
i-oyauce  of  real 


iK'fore  the  notarv,  and  filed 
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in  his  office,  of  which  an  attested  copy  was  delivered  to  the  party. 
To  fulfill  that  part  of  the  Ordinance,  it  was  necessary  that  notaries 
public  should  be  appointed,  and  one  was  commissioned  at  Kaskaskia, 
one  at  Prairie  du  Rocher,  and  one  at  Cahokia. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  county  were  also  formed  into  a  regiment 
of  militia,  and  commissions  issued  for  a  lieutenant-colonel,  and  all 
the -subordinate  ofiicers. 

The  donations  to  the  ancient  settlers  have  not  been  laid  out,  be- 
cause at  Kaskaskia  and  Prairie  du  Kocher  no  person  could  be  found 
to  do  it.  At  Cahokia,  an  authority  was  given  t/)  Mr.  Girardin  for 
that  purpose,  but  nothing,  I  presume,  has  been  done-  in  consequence 
of  it,  for  the  alteration  that  was  made  in  the  location  of  these  do- 
nations, by  the  act  of  the  29th  of  August,  from  the  west  to  the 
east  side  of  the  hills  or  ridge  of  rocks,  throws  them  at  such  a  dis- 
tance from  their  present  possessions  (the  hills  being  of  considerable 
breadth,  and  not  very  fit  for  cultivation)  that,  in  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  they  could  not  p^wsibly  occupy  them. 

They  humbly  pniy  that  the  hwation  pointed  out  by  the  act  of  the 
20th  of  June,  1788,  may  l)e  restored. 

What  they  set  forth  in  the  inclosed  representation  is  true,  both 
with  re?ipect  to  their  having  been  long  in  the  occupation  of  it,  and 
the  quality  of  what  they  ask  for  upon  the  hills.  Great  numbers  of 
people  have  abandoned  the  Illinois  country,  and  gone  over  to  the 
Spanish  Territory.  A  claim,  however,  is  still  kej)t  up  by  them  to 
their  ancient  possessions,  but  it  is  to  Ixi  remarked  that  very  few 
grants  were  made  by  the  French  in  fee-simple. 

When  any  i)ersons  (piitted  their  possessions,  the  soil  seems  to  have 
reverted  of  course  to  the  domain  of  the  King,  and  was  regranted 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  officers  commanding.  It  is  i)resumed  that, 
strictly,  the  possessions  of  all  those  who  have  so  expatriated  them- 
selves are  fallen  to  the  United  States,  had  they  even  Ix'en  granted 
originally  in  fee-simple,  and  may  Ix}  disposed  of  as  they  shall  see 
fit.  But  the  loss  of  the  ixjo])le  is  severely  felt.  May  I  be  j)ennit- 
ted  to  suggest  that  a  law  declaring  those  possessions  escheated,  un- 
less the  former  owners  return  and  occupy  them  within  a  certain  time, 
would  not  be  an  improper  measure  ? 

At  Kaskaskia,  the  Jesuits  held  valuable  possessions ;  X\\g  ])uild- 
ings  are  gone  entirely  to  ruin,  but  the  lands  are  still  of  some  value. 
On  the  suppressi(m  of  the  Order  in  France,  the  officers  of  the 
French  King  disposed  of  their  property  at  that  place  \ry  pui^lic  sale, 
but  before  the  sale  t<^>ok  place,  the  country  haiLbeen  ceded  to  Great 
Britain,  a  circumstance  that  was  not  known  then.     The  British  offi- 
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cors  wlin  tfink  pt.sscj'.-iion  fiir  that  rrjwn,  cimsid^rwi  llw  wile  w  Qle 
pd,  ftnd  laid  liolil  of  tlie  pnipcrty ;  and  the  purchiiser,  a  Mr.  Beait<l 
v«is  iiiiii  Ills  <li'?feiiiiaiitB,  liavo  been  kept  out  ever  xinctv     A  «jn  of  J 
Jlr.  Bittuvais  now  lays  cla.!m  to  it,  in  virtue  of  the  purchnac. aiidj 
tliriiwN  liimsplf  iiiviii  tlin  Unitwl  BliiUis,  to  l»e  ciniflrnied  iu  what  re* 
ri'Diaiiis  iif  tlie  jimiRTty,  for  whicli  hi*  fiitlicr  piiid  a  very  large  ausd 
(if  timiiov. 

Tli(?  (.■iirniiHTOo  of  tlio  Ulioois  rminfry  bof  somo  importiinco  ia  I 
itiiplf,  liut  rrinrc  f--\  v<\wn  oonsidcrod  aa  conuyctwi  with  the  SpnnisU.  J 
Hriic  lit'  tliu  ^[iMs;^i[^l)i.  The  viilag»sfl  un  that  side  of  Ihc  river  liavl  1 
iiifl  liiTTi  iirii^iimlly  si'ttled  by  the  French,  and  undor  the  sanio  gov'- 1 
crimiviit  IIS  tliiit  pari  whirh  ia  now  in  the  pnraosdion  of  tho  United'  i 
Kisitfs,  tilt'  I'ouiicL'tioii  iK'twpen  llioni  i»  still  very  iiitioiatf^,  and  ibvoiv.T 
II  coniriiiTcial  iiiii'rcDiinw  vrhtcli,  thoug;ti  illicit,  might  t)e  carried  mUm 
h\-  the  cilizpiis  iif  Ammai  without  risk.  It  is  curriiMi  ni 
without  ri^k,  Imt  is,  imfortiuately,  almost  entirely  in  tho  hands  a 
tlie  British.  Evi  u  niiioh  tho  greatest  part  of  the  merchandise  ftrf^ 
tiie  irM\c  cf  the  >!iss(inri  River  ia  brought  from  Michilimockinac 
hv  llmtni'  rlif  riiitmis,  jinrllv  hv  the  Spaiiii'h  wilijci-l!!  thf 
aii.i  innHy  !iy  HHiish  irii^lnv.     The  muoiKT  U  this:    TIk-  Spmiish 

c  .tiiu><-lii.ii  will)  llu'ir  .■  .inuiiiii  latils  or  they  arc  l.rou-lit  <!own  to  Ca- 
liokii.  iui.i  l:ni<!e<l  t!i..'iv,  Jiu.!  iiflcnvar-ls  cnriieil  ..wr  lo  l^^t.  L^.iiis,  as 
<.]il.nrli.nitii's  .■i.ii  W  i;,inid.  What  i:,  l.n,iii;-||t  l.y  llie  Iliilisl.  trad- 
n-s.  l\w  S|,;nii.^h  ^.d.j<■.■ts  |>iLr<-!i;i-c  and  [lay  fir  on  tlic  .Vnirrif-au  side, 
takiin:  all  the  ri-k  lliat  alleiids  llio  iiilDdat-in;:  ihoni  iulo  llieir  own 
<Mumry  LL|.on  thoiiMflvi-s.  The  Aiis  in  wideh  those  goods  are  gen- 
eiullv  |i;ii.l  i'.>r  (deer  skins  answering  iK^ller  thau  fnr«  at  the  Xew 
Orleans  niavket),;iree;,iTied  lo  Caiia.hi  l.v  tlie  i'imu;  comnumien- 
ti.n:  lliat  is  to  say,  np  the  IllirioLs  liiver.  up  the  Cldenp.,  and 
fn.m  th-jiee  hy  a  small  portage  int<.I,ake  :\Ii<-liigan.  and  ahmg  that 
lake  t.i  Mii'!iiliina-ki;iae:  or  iVini  ihe  Chirago  up  ihc  river  Au 
Plain,  and  liy  a  portage  into  the  same  lake. 

Ill  tile  spring  of  the  year  (lie  waters  of  the  Michigan  and  the 
Chieagw  rise  e;ieh  t..  sii.-h  a  hei:ilit  that  the  iiilermediatc  space  is 
cntiivly  overdow.-d.  au.l  is  pass:d.le  hy  the  vessels  in  ii^e  there, 
very  eoiisiderahlc  bardeu, 
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vantage  would  be  that  it  would  contribute  to  turn  the  trade  into  the 
channel  of  the  United  States. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  furs  of  that  country  might  be  brought 
up  the  Ohio  River  at  as  little  or  even  less  expense  than  attends  the 
carriage  of  them  to  Canada.  It  lias  been  tried  by  one  person,  a  Mr. 
Vigo,  and  found  to  answer;  although  the  goods  he  carried  out  were 
transported  i)y  land  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  and  loaded 
with  an  impost  the  competitors  were  free  from,  they  came  to  mar- 
ket on  better  terms  than  those  from  Canada.  Could  those  also  be 
subjected  to  it,  a  decided  advantage  would  be  given  to  the  American 
trader. 

There  is  another  communication  between  Canada  and  the  Missis- 
sippi by  the  Wisconsin  River,  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  which  is 
the  Prairie  du  Chien.  At  that  place  there  was  a  considerable  town, 
while  the  country  was  in  the  hands  of  the  French.  It  has  gone  to 
ruin ;  but  by  that  communication  the  British  carrv  on  all  the  trade 
of  the  upiXT  part  of  the  ^Iississi{)j)i,  and  at  the  Prairie  du  Chion, 
thcv  ai^senible  twice  in  every  year  in  Lrreat  numbers ;  freciucntlv.  I 
have  been  informed,  to  tlie  amount  of  fivc^  or  six  luiiidrcd  persons. 
It  would  certainly  be  for  tlie  national  honor  tluit  an  establisliment 
that  would  command  that  communication  was  made;  but  the  great 
distance,  and  the  difficulties  that  might  attend  the  suj)portin^-  it,  will 
probably  prevent  it  at  jiresent.  An  establishment  at  tlie  muuth  of 
the  Illinois  River  would  also  be  very  useful,  botii  witii  resjjeet  to  the 
trade  of  tiiat  river  and  of  the  ^lissouri;  but  its  bein;r  rcL^ularly  in- 
undated  once  or  twice  a  year  fori)i(ls  it.  There  is,  however,  an  ex- 
cellent  situati  n  some  distance  lower  down,  and  nearly  o})posite  to 
the  Missouri,  at  a  place  called  Payi.-a,  tliat  would  answer;  the  situa- 
tion is  high,  the  air  }):Lre  and  healthy,  and  tlie  soil  good,  and  across 
the  country  it  is  not  more  than  three  miles  distant  from  the  Illinois 
River.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  best  iidornied  men  I  conversed 
with  at  ( -aliokia,  and  from  St.  Louis,  that  if  a  town  were  laid  out 
there  and  a  small  military  post  erected,  it  would  be  pe<»j)led  imme- 
diately, and  St.  Louis  so'»n  fall  again  into  the  same  unimj)ortant 
situation  it  held  before  the  misfortunes  (>f  the  Illinois  country. 

At  present,  however,  St.  Louis,  is  the  most  flourishing  village  of 
the  Spaniards  in  the  ui)per  part  of  the  Mississippi,  and  it  has  been 
greatly  advanced  by  the  peoi)le  who  abandoned  the  American  side. 
To  that  they  were  induced,  i)artly  by  tlie  oppression  they  suffered, 
and  partly  by  the  fear  of  losing  their  slaves,  which  they  had  been 
taught  to  believe  would  be  all  set  free  on  the  establishment  of  the 
American  Government.    Much  pains  had  indeed  been  taken  to  in- 
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culciiti;  lliiit  M'vf  fi)urti«ulnrly  by  n  Mr.  Moi^^nn,  of  New  Jersey^, 
aud  a  gvni.-ni]  di'^urtbu  t^f  tlie  cauDtry  had  liku  to  iiavu  Ikvd  the 
ciin^'qiK'iic-ft.  Tlic  coaMtructign  tliat  woa  giveu  to  tliat  jarl  of  tb* 
Oniiiitiiii'e  wliidi  iWIarea  there  shiill  Iw  iittitlivr  ttluvi^ry  ti»r  ttivoi* 
uiitary  servitinlt,  wm,  thut  it  diil  not  go  hi  the  rniHiicipKtion  of  tbo 
slaves  tticy  wcri!  iu  ]M»Mutoii  of  and  htul  obtaiiie*!  under  the  laws 
by  whifh  tliey  had  formerly  been  governed,  but  was  iul«nded  ^mply 
t*t  iirevciit  the  iut red  action  of  otliera.  In  this  ounsIriKitioii,  I  Impe, 
thi;  iiilenliiins  of  dingroM  have  not  bet-n  niUiindcTstcxnI,  and  th«»p'' 
])ri;lien.«oii  nf  the  jn-nple  were  ()tii(!te<l  by  it.  But  the  eircum£tanca{ 
tliat  Elavca  ciiii  ni't  bo  iiilrodueed  will  prevent  nmny  poi>plo  frooil 
returning  wliii  inruustly  winh  to  rutiirn,  Iwilh  from  a  diHliko  to  thfi' 
BpiiEiifh  Oiivi'rnm<.'nt  and  that  the  ctiunlry  itself  is  much'  less  deur* 
able  than  on  the  Aiuericdn  side.  Could  they  be  allowed  to  bring' 
them  biiL'k  with  thum,  all  those  who  retired  fmia  thut  cause  would  i*> 
turu  tu  a  man. 

There  i^  a  sniiill  settlenjent  up  the  Illinni!)  River  at  the  old  Pcoi 
town.  A  piTsm  of  tiic  mime  of  Muyiit  hud  bwu  appointed  ci 
muuilant  of  the  militia  there  by  General  Clarke,  aad  had  coulinueil 
iu  thatBtaliim  until  my  arrival.  As  lio  was  (i>niid  to  have  connid- 
erahlc  iufliienec  with  the  giiva^-es,  and  had  cimdueted  Iiimself  with 
Honie  do;:roe  of  n|ipnil>alinD,  it  was  tli<in;rht  Ih-sI  ti>  continue  him, 
and  a  onimi-'^iiiii  of  capiain  in  liio  mililia  was  given  to  him,  with 
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and  repass  who  were  furnished  with  passports.  Several  of  the  Span- 
ish merchants  applied  for  and  obtained  them  under  the  express 
condition  that  they  were  not  to  attempt  any  trade  with  the  Indians. 
This  seemed  to  be  all  the  hold  that  could  then  be  well  taken  of  it, 
and  it  held  out  the  idea  that  the  direction  and  the  restriction  of  the 
communicati(m  was  in  the  contemplation  of  govcniment. 

By  the  ordinance  for  regulating  Indian  affairs,  no  i)er8on  was  to 
be  allowed  to  travel  through  the  Indian  nation^}  without  having  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  tlie  8Ui)orintendcnt.  The  i»a!ssport**  above 
alluded  to  were  founded  on  the  clause  of  the  ordinance ;  but  by 
the  law  lately  enacted  for  regulating  tlie  trade  and  iutercoiu^e  with 
the  Indians,  it  has  not  l)een  re-onhiinod.  A  doubt  arises  whether 
the  onlinance  is  not  repealed  by  the  hiw,  and  tliat  consequeutly  any 
lx»rson  may  travel  through  tlie  I]i<lian  nations  without  asking  jjer- 
mission  of  anv  one. 

A  contract  subsists  between  Flint  and  Parker  and  the  late  Board 
of  Trcitsury  for  a  groat  tract  of  laiul  iu  the  Illinois  country.  Xo 
part  of  the  contract  lias,  I  lu'licvc,  hem  conii)licd  with  on  tlieir  j)arts, 
ami  prol)a])ly  novor  will  be  ;  bnt  if  it  is  n«»t  attended  tn  ])cforc  a  law 
passes  for  erecting  an  (»fiiee  for  tln'  sale  of  the  lands  it  may  create 
embarrassments  liereaft er. 

Onlers  W(?re  issued  for  erecting  j)risons  and  an  assignment  of  lots 
to  build  thorn  ujjon.  The  lot  at  Cahokia  had  been  reserv(fd,  when 
the  town  was  first  laid  out,  for  public  use,  and  to  that  at  Kaskaskia 
no  ix\rson  had  laid  claim.  A  proclamation  was  issued  forbidding 
strangers  to  hunt  in  the  t(;rritory,  and  another  to  prevent  the  cut- 
ting and  carrying  away  building  timber  and  firewood  t^*the  Spanish 
side.  They  were  oc(!asioned  by  the  rei)resentati(»ns  of  the  j)eople 
that  very  great  injury  was  done  to  individuals  and  to  the  i)ublic  l)y 
tiie  Spanish  subjects  cutting  down  and  carrying  away  the  tindxT, 
while  they  were  not  allowed  to  bring  even  a  stone  (which  are  i)lenty 
on  that  side  and  scarce  on  this)  from  that  shore,  an<l  that  great 
numl)ers  of  them  assumed  the  lilkTty  of  hunting  buffalo  for  the 
market  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  citizens,  who  were 
not  allowed  to  fire  a  gun,  upon  any  account  whatever,  on  the  Span- 
ish side. 

It  woiild  have  been  much  more  projxT  that  many  of  those  mat- 
ters, which  have  Wn  attempted  to  be  regulated  by  j^roclamation, 
should  have  been  provided  for  by  law;  but  the  absence  of  the 
Judges  prevented  it.* 

*  A  private  letter  from  Washington  to  St.  Clair,  cautioning  him  against 
such  general  legislation,  will  be  found  on  page  198. 
Vol.  11—12. 
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Having  liad  occasion  to  inako  some  represeiitations  to  the  Spaa-i 
ifih  conimainiaut  ut  St.  Louie  and  St.  Genevieve,  although  they  am  | 
uot  of  inufh  impiirtance,  yet  I  helieve  it  is  pro|j*.T  ti>  submit  the  let- 
ters that  ])a$seil  between  us.  They  are  Cfjotaincti  iu  the  bucidla 
mnrkcil  No.  19.  No.  20  is  a  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  New 
OrlcnnN.'  Biuce  that  I  am  informed  another  has  appeared,  permit- 
tinjr  the  im]x>rtiitiim  of  every  tiling  the  growth  of  the  countries  bor 
deriug  upim  the  itlL^issippi  and  Ohio  Rivera  to  that  city,  on  ths 
paymout  of  fifteen  [jer  cent,  ad  vaiurem. 

I  have  uot  becu  able  to  oblain  a  copy  of  it.  When  the  two 
emissions  of  paper  money  were  called  in  by  Congress,  a  considerabla 
sum  of  those  emissions  was  lodged  in  the  office  of  a  notary  publio 
at  Kai'kai'kia,  by  the  direction  of  the  Iteut^nant  of  thi;  county  of 
Illiuois ;  there  it  yet  rcmnins,  and  the  owners  have  received  no  aa^ 
isfactioii  for  it  of  any  kind.  They  complain  of  this,  and  it 
woidd  seem  not  without  reason.  There  is  Bome  obecurity  iu  that 
part  of  the  Ordinance  which  deecribes  the  persons  who  are  to  bo  1 
considered  aa  ancient  settlers ;  the  words  are  "  wlio  on  or  before  the 
year  MH^  profo.-;sed  themselves  citiKens  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
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in  danger  of  perishing  for  want  of  com,  their  whole  crop  of  the 
last  fidl  having  been  destroyed  by  an  untimely  frost. 

I  immediately  wrote  to  Major  Hamtramek,  and  requested  him, 
if  he  found  the  case  to  be  as  it  had  been  represented,  to  send  to 
the  agent  of  the  contractors  for  supplying  the  trooj^  for  as  much 
as  would  be  absolutely  necessary  for  their  preservation.  It  ap- 
peared to  be  a  duty  incumbent  upon  me  to  preserve  the  lives  of  the 
citizens  of  the  Territory,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  the  measure  will 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  Legislature. 

The  papers  No.  22  and  23  are  lists  of  the  heads  of  &milies  at 
CJahokia  and  the  Prairie  du  Pont,  and  No.  24  is  the  request  of  a 
Mr.  Gibaut  for  a  small  piece  of  land  that  has  been  in  the  occupation 
of  the  priests  at  Cahokia  for  a  long  time,  having  been  assigned  to 
them  by  the  French ;  but  he  wishes  to  possess  it  in  propriety.  It 
is  true  that  he  was  very  useful  to  General  Clarke  upon  many  oc- 
casions, and  has  suffered  very  considerable  losses ;  I  believe  no  in- 
jury would  be  done  to  any  one  by  his  request  lx?ing  gmnted,  but  it 
was  not  for  me  to  give  away  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Before  I  close  this  report,  it  may  be  necessary  to  mention  the  ne- 
cessity there  is  for  a  printing  ])res8  in  the  Western  Territory.  The 
laws  adopted  or  made  by  the  Legislature  are  declared  to  he  binding 
ujwn  the  people  until  they  are  disapproved  by  ('ongross.  There  is 
no  way  of  giving  them  any  publicity  but  by  having  them  n  ad  at 
the  courts,  and  but  few  i>eople  iKJCorae  thereby  ac(iuainted  with 
them.  Even  the  magistrates  who  are  to  carry  them  into  execution 
are  strangers  to  them,  for  the  Secretary  does  not  conceive  it  to  l)e 
his  duty  to  furnish  them  with  cojues ;  indeed,  the  business  of  his 
office  increases  so  fast  that  it  would  be  im|)ossihle  to  do  it.  Besides, 
they  are  in  English,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  inhabitants  do  not 
understand  a  word  of  it.  The  translation  of  them,  therefore,  seems 
to  be  necessary,  and  that  a  sufficient  number  of  them  should  Ikj 
printed  in  both  languages,  and  that  can  only  be  done  in  the  Terri- 
tory, where  the  original  rolls  are  depf)sited.  Every  public  act  of 
communication,  of  what  kind  soever,  I  was  myself  obliged  to  trans- 
late into  French,  and,  having  no  person  to  assist  me,  it  made  the 
business  extremely  laborious. 

The  situation  of  Indian  affairs  rendering  it  necessary  that  I 
should  return  to  the  seat  of  government,  I  did,  by  letter,  resign  the 
government  of  the  Territory  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Sargent  on 
the  11th  day  of  June,  and  embarked  for  the  headquarters  of  Gen- 
-eral  Harmar  to  consult  with  him  on  my  way  ujK^n  the  measures 
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thnt  woulil  be  nc-ee.^ary  aud  prairtiL-ablu  fnr  tlio  (lefenao  of  tlio 

l^ijiiHi  apolngy  weoma  to  be  ueeessary  for  Bonie  of  tlw  papers  tliat 
apcoiii|iaiiy  tho  ri'iiort  iippearlng  iu  the  Tronch  lauguiigir. 

The  lirigiiialrt  ufiill  of  them  which  riMjuired  publicatiuD  were  pub- 
lisln'il  iij  Eii;;]is!L,  ii.-^  well  US  ill  FrcncL.  All  the  coinmuiiiciitinna  , 
^willi  iIk'  liiiliiiiiri,  whk-li  were  uunii-TuuB,  hud  In  Ik  Iniuslatuil  iuto  j 
thai  liiui:iJ:if.T;  on  aijomnt  of  tlic  intcrpn-tunt,  lUi  Wdll  lis  «iisw«rt 
iritii  iMiirli^h.  Fnnii  Juno  until  my  arrival  in  tliPcUy,  I  hitvo  been 
ill  uijunhuit  iiiiitLNii,  tithor  on  horsobaek  or  in  an  open  boat,  where 
till'  copyiiij:  of  ]ni]K'rji  was  imjxiBsible  hail  I  not  lieen  eejiorated  from 
tln'iii ;  itnd  ihuy  did  jiot  coioe  lo  liaiid  Iktu  till  very  lately.  In  that 
tiiiir  I  was  oblii^t'd  to  tmvel  alnivo  fimr  thoiuioiid  miles.  The  ne- 
ce^iity  lliat  lliis  ri'pnrL  sliould  .be  mudi.;  IwRirv  the  prpse.nt  session  of 
Coiigi'i->.'  iijdid  Mponied  to  fbrbid  uiiy  fartlicr  detuy,  and  will,  I  hope, 
escfisiii  tiiiit  Jmiiropritty. 

I'.  S. — 111  thu  cinirse  of  the  last  fall  a  coneiderable  numlierof 
Frfiirli  enii^'rains  liuve  been  introduced  into  the  Territory,  and  on 
niv  liisl  rctiiro  I'ruiii  Fort  Wa*hiii<rtoii  I  fnmid  abimt  four  biuidrwl 
of*  lli<-oi  at  a  pliKV  tlioy  liaw  naiord  (;alli|..>li.,  tjin-o  niilo.  K-h-w 
IJK-mniitb.pf  th.'CiViit  Kcnii^lia.nii  tli,M>pi,ositf  i-i.lc  ..f  ihorivor. 
Tlu'v  w^'iv  livid^r  ill  l>!irrarks  ibal  b;id  U-.'U  pinvi-lcd  I'-.r  liierii  l>v 


l,l,>v,..l,  : 


<\U:.X>U-MM. 


ii  viu«-,.f  tlicir  Liiii; 

irttiTiiilf  ^iliia 

im»ii«'i-  i>l'|i<'rsiii]>  1 

l.'l.utrd  forth 

The  r.-olulio[is  ih. 

TV   ,>rn„.isc.d  1 

waat..r!.,v.i«.ri„f;. 

nnalii.ii  «;ih 

to  fill  llK'^'ivilaiid 

iiiilitarv  offir,' 

of  lh.j>r:o,.ii,uli„., 

■suns  thVinsvIv 

the  Si.iom  <.'nui]>ii(n 

,-,  wlio  rL.sia<.s 

of  iniii]«iri[ii;  thoiu 

,  lint  .■bnnf.iui: 

muiuiiuioii  ofoitJiCT 

;  butthvyw, 

muuiciilioii  was  cut 

:  off  by  tlu;  i< 

at  the  Sluski 

.M 


a  i-LqiiT.  I.r,.s.;ntiiig 
into  tuv  hands  l>v  a 
■  answer  i.s  iiirloKCMl. 
taken  phirv  fmm  the 
I'liaraclvrs  Iw^st  tittetl 
sirvd  a  list  fr.mi  some 
.1.0  from  ail  agent  of 
1  liavi!  an  op  ]n  n't  unity 
■tlirr  uiKin  tlio  rocom- 
irward.  mid  tjic  coin- 
no  bnndri-d  more  of 
ic  hniidrcd  at  Buffalo 
f  the  season  to  estab- 
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General  Kxox  to  Goa'phixor  St.  Clair. 

War  Department,  SepL  14,  1790. 

Sir: — I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  suggestion  you  made  at 
the  moment  of  your  departure  from  this  city  relative  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  pogt  at  the  Miami  village,  in  event  of  the  proposed 
ex})editions  succeeding  in  a  certain  degree.  I  have  had  a  full  com- 
munication with  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject, 
to  whom  you  had  previously  made  the  same  suggestion,  and  the 
following  ideas  are  the  result  thereof,  and  will  serve  for  the  direction 
of  yourself  and  Brigadier-General  llarmar  on  the  occasion  : 

In  contemplating  the  establishment  of  military  posts  north-west 
of  the  Ohio,  to  answer  the  purposes  of  awing  the  Indians  residing 
on  the  Wabash,  the  west  end  of  Lake  Erie,  St.  Joseph's,  and  the 
Illinois,  as  much  as  Indians  can  be  awed  l)y  the  jwsts,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  exhibiting  a  rosi)ectable  appearance  to  the  British  troops 
at  Detroit  jind  XiiiLrani,  the  Miami  vilhiLT*'  pn\sont.s  it>olt*:is  su])orior 
to  any  otlier  ]M)sition  (ixcoptiiiir  the  actual  ])i»s.<cssi()n  of  the  posts  on 
the  lakts,  whioli  ought  to  liavc  Ihm.'ii  givni  up  contnrinably  to  the 
treaty  of  ]K'ac(?. 

Tliis  opinion  was  ;:iven  to  mo  hv  tlio  l*ivsi(lcnt  in  the  year  17S4, 
and  has  sevi;ral  times  been  lu  Id  lorth  bv  me  to  I^rii^adier-(ien<Tal 
Harmar. 

But  at  the  same  time,  it  must  Ix*  aeknow ledp'd  that  the  measure 
Would  involve  a  nun'li  lariier  military  I'siablishmeiit  than  perhaj)S 
the  valuer  of  the  ul)j('(;t  or  the  dis[)ositi<ni  of  the  United  Slates  would 
admit,  and  tiiat  it  would  I)e  so  opposed  to  the  inclinations  of  the 
Indians  ^cnerallv,  even  of  the  trihcs  with  whom  we  have  made 
trealie.>,  a-^  to  brim;  on  incvitablv  an  Indian  war  of  some  durati<m. 

■7?  • 

In  addition  to  which,  it  is  supposed  that  the  British'  garrisons  would 
find  themselves  so  uneasy  with  such  a  force  impcndini;  (»ver  them 
as  not  only  to  (K'casion  a  e.)nsi(lcrable  reinforcement  of  their  ni>per 
posts,  but  also  their  fomentin,L^  setrretly  at  least,  the  opposition  of 
the  Indians.' 

The  j)roposed  exjXMlition  is  intended  to  exhibit  to  the  AVabiu<h 
Indians  our  ]);)wer  to  punish  them  for  their  positive  de})redations,  for 
their  conniving  at  the  dei)redations  of  others,  and  for  their  refusing 
to  treat  with  the  ITnited  States  when  invited  tlu.'reto.  This  i)ower 
will  be  demonstrated  bv  a  sudden  stroke,  bv  which  their  towns  and 

^  This  had  already  been  done,  and  could  not  bo  made  worse  by  the  British 
short  of  marching  a  force  of  regulars  into  the  Territory. 
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cropa  may  be  destroyed.  The  principal  meam  used  will  be  the- 
militia.  Let  us  supp(M«  tlie  expedition  to  be  successful,  as  I  pray 
God  it  may ;  and  let  us  e«timat«  the  force  which  would  be  justly 
required  for  establishing  a  post  at  the  Miami  village. 

From  the  mode  of  Indian  fighting,  it  will  not  be  reconcilable  to 
conclude  that  tbcir  iorce  will  be  greatly  reduced  in  the  skirmiahea 
thfv  may  have  with  Brigadier-General  Hariuar  or  Major  liam- 
tramck.  If,  therefore,  eleven  hundred  warriors,  according  to  your 
judgment  dt'livcreil  tii  me,  could  be  brought  into  activity  from  the 
Wabash  and  its  vicinity  (to  wbieii  may  be  added  a.  much  greater 
number  if  we  should  suppose  the  Wyandot,  Delaware,  and  the  St. 
Joseph  and  Illinoia  Indiausshould  be  connected  with  them),  the  post 
to  be  established  ought  not  to  have  a  leas  garrison  than  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men.  Were  it  inferior  to  this  number,  it  would  al-  , 
ways  be  liable  trj  be  invented,  and  to  have  its  supplies  cut  off,  even 
when  armed  in  ite  vicinity.  Whether  the  jwsta  of  coromuaicatioa 
essentially  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  Miami  post  should  be 
up  the  Wabash,  up  the  Miami  of  Ohio,  or  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie, 
there  would  require  at  diffirent  place<  at  least  five  hundred  men. 

To  establish  the  imst,  in  the  first  instance,  so  as  to  render  it  su- 
perior to  the  Indian  force  in  the  neigh Iwrhood,  would  require  all  the 
troo|>s  employed  on  the  exi>edilion,  to-wit;  two  thousand;  for  if  a 
fiudilcnstriike  by  which  the  atlentiim  and  fiin-e  of  the  Indians  should 
be  divided  would  re<iuire  that  nunilur,  the  notoriety  of  the  estal)- 
lishmcut  <if  a  post,  anil  erecting  fortifications  at  the  Miami  village, 
ill  the  hciirt  of  the  liidiiiu  cnuulry,  would  require  the  . same  or  a 
sui>eriiir  riiimiier,  its  tlie  Iiidiuiis  would  then  have  one  object  of  their 
attenticm  and  exertion.  To  complete  the  works  al  the  jxist,  and  the 
e.sseutial  communications,  which  would  require  proljabiy  two  months, 
would  the  militia  stay  for  that  period?  and,  if  so,  would  a  part  of  them 
remain  in  garri^jn  aflcnvard.-i  for  sis  months 'f  for  the  tl>ur  hundred 
Contineutid  trooiw  to  i>e  employed  on  tlie  expetliti(ni  would  be  utterly 
inadequate  for  all  the  services  required. 

Besides,  the  post  could  not  be  established  unless  it  had  a  number 
of  pieces  of  euuuou  and  a  pro|H>r  quantity  of  stores,  and  also  three 
months'  provisions,  in  the  fu-st  instance.  The  traiisi>orlfltion  of  these 
articles  would  require  considerable  lime  and  a  great  apparatus. 

It  might  be  added,  further,  that  altliough  the  establishment  of  a 
stnmg  [wst  at  the  Miami  village  would  awe  the  Indians,  yet  ex- 
perience liiw  demonstrated  that  posts  will  not  prevent  the  depreda- 
tions of  small  parlies  iifiainst  the  frontiers. 

To  render  the  measure  entirely  etli'ctual,  and  at  the  same  time  t^ 


iMnaaecaa 
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guard  the  public  lands  from  intrusion,  the  regular  force  to  be  em- 
ployed north-west  of  the  Ohio  ought  to  be  increased  to  eighteen 
hundred  men. 

This  establishment  would  not  be  compatible  either  with  the  public 
Tiew  or  the  public  finances,  unless  it  should  result  from  mere  neces^ 
sity.  A  due  consideration,  therefore,  of  the  several  circumstances 
render  the  measure  at  this  period  inexpedient,  and,  therefore,  not  to- 
be  undertaken. 

The  expedition  will  either  incline  the  Indians  to  treat  for  .peace, 
or  it  will  induce  them  to  wage  open  war  in  the  ensuing  spring.  A 
further  time  is  also  required  to  know  the  intentions  of  the  British 
court  respecting  the  delivery  of  Niagara  and  Detroit  The  decision 
of  this  point  has  an  intimate  connection  with  the  peace  of  the 
frontiers. 

The  ultimate  determination  of  (jovemment  must,  therefore,  de* 
pend  on  the  result  of  the  arrangements  which  have  been  directed, 
and  which  arc  in  operation.  It  would  not  be  wise  to  direct  a  measure 
which  would  give  a  wrong  bias  to  affiiirs. 

The  President  will  Ikj  exceedingly  desirous  to  learn  the  mcasurea 
taken  by  yourself  and  Brigiulier-Gcueral  Hiirniar  from  time  to  time, 
and  above  all  ho  is  exceedingly  anxious  that  every  arrangement 
should  be  made  to  render  the  proposed  exiKjdition  entirely  cifcctuaL 


GovERXOR  St.  Claui  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Marietta,  September  19,  1790. 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  at  this  place 
on  the  15th  instant,  and  brought  with  me  the  last  of  the  militia 
from  Pennsylvania.  A  detachment  had  moved  before  I  reached 
Pittsburgh,  and  has  since  proceeded  to  headquarters,  and  this  morn- 
ing Major  Doughty,  with  thLs  last  party  and  tlie  garrison  of  Fort 
Harmar,  moves  down  likewise,  and  as  the  passage  will  not  take 
more  than  four  or  five  days,  the  M'hole  will  prol)al)ly  assemble  at 
Fort  Washinton  at  nearly  the  apj^ointed  time,  as  I  am  informed  that 
those  who  are  to  come  from  Kentucky  will  be  punctual.  It  is  with 
pain,  however,  I  am  obliged  to  mention  a  deficiency  in  the  quota  of 
Pennsylvania  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  men.  It  is  iK)ssiblc  that, 
from  the  further  power  the  President  has  l)een  pleased  to  invest  me 
with,  that  deficiency  may  be  supplied  in  time,  but  that  can  form  no 
excuse  for  the  Executive  of  that  State,  who  never  took  the  least 
step  in  consequence  of  the  information  rocoivod  from  the  President, 


1H4 
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that  eventually  a  call  m^ht  bo  made  upou  the  8fate  by  me.  and  toe 
•vinni  of  ivliLi.'li  ntcp  the  whole  buaiDOBH  might  have  fallen  through, 
fur  llif  Ik'iitL'iiiiuIs  of  the  counties  henitated  altout  coinplying  with 
till?  ili'niand  villiout  their directkma, and  ullhoiigh  they  wi^e  npjdiod 
tti  hy  tlii'iu  t<\\  llic  subject  (and  I  know  their  application  got  tti  hai 
in  limi',  lor  immt  of  them  I  delivered  myself),  the  Executive 
O'liiii'il  did  ii"i  irive  thomsolvca  the.  trouble  to  reply;  and  so  littia4 
tittoiiriun,  indi'i'il,  hnd  been  jfiven  to  the  President's  intimation,  th»tt^ 
hi  llil'w  of  till?  Iiiiir  counties  from  which  the  drwfts  were  to  be  mad9'|| 
theiv  Were  not.  nor  had  there  been  for  a  long  time,  a  single  offiua 
in  voniiiiisrijon  U'cide  the  lieutenants.' 

Tln>  ihrprcdjilimiH  on  the  Ohio  and  Wabash  still  continue.  Eveiya 
diiy,  iiliiiost,  briiipi  an  aooount  of  some  mnrder  or  robltery.  and  yet 
ItTihiy  11  uiiiiiliir  i>r  horsiia  were  taken  from  this  settlement.  XotJ 
Ion;;  n^i,  n  hnut  liilongiHg  to  Mr.  Vigo,  a  ^Mtl«man  of  l^o»t  Vit^^ 
eeiim-s,  was  iiicil  upon  nwir  iht!  mouth  uf  the  Blue  River.  Thiql 
petMoii  the  I'liitcd  Stat^  has  Ijeeo  very  much  mdehteil  to  nu  mno^l 
ivciifiiims,  umi  U,  m  truth,  the  most  disinterested  t)erson  I  have  tC 
niosl  ever  seuu.  He  had  three  men  killed,  nnd  was  oliliped.  in  e 
«■< lire.  I..  t:illdn«ii  til.- rivi'f. 


fiiw^B 


l..ry,  ,i(„|..L-  MUli,-rily  nC  111,;  fr-i.^'iil,  iuu\  iiK^hiilcl  tliu  iii«trui'ti.»is  r>r  the 
J're^id.Tit,  =„  tli.ll  1I1..TO  iiii^iil  i.,-  \>:  iiii-l„k<.,  Liul  yiT<A<:  :.!;«iii  on  llie  2mii 
(if  A.i^u^.  Xo  .itli-nliim  w,is  p:,ia  o>  (li..s.;  l,.il,Ti.  Mifllin  wus  KtiU  nid- 
tontHiit,  nu  fodiiigs  had  nut  iiLoililinl  siiirc  tlic  cln^L'  of  the  Kevolulionary 
\V:ir.  umi  ti"  V.-1I9  now  u  lp:nlur  in  i\  imilj-  npjHispJ  to  Washington  nnd  St. 
Chiir.     I'.niTwylvnniii  win  gru.itur  lliim  tliu  Union. 
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would  put  them  to  death.  Captain  McCurdy,  likewise,  was  fired 
upon  between  Fort  Washington  and  this  place,  and  had  five  or  six 
men  killed  and  wounded. 

Major  Sargent,  who  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  this,  arrived 
two  days  ago.  From  him  you  will  receive  particular  information 
with  respect  to  the  country  below,  which  makes  it  unnecessary  for 
me  to  detail  it.  He  has  executed  the  business  he  was  charged  with 
at  Post  Vinccnnes  in  a  masterly  manner,  and  you  will  oblige  mc  by 
mentioning  him  to  the  President  in  the  most  favorable  jioiut  of 
view,  but  his  proceedings  will  speak  for  themselves.  Mine  on  ob- 
jects of  the  same  nature  in  the  country  on  the  Mississippi  have  not 
been  yet  transmitted.  The  report  was  not  made  up  when  I  was 
obliged  to  i^uit  the  country,  in  a  sudden  and  unexjxjcted  manner, 
and  the  situations  I  have  ever  been  in  since  rendered  it  impossible. 
As  soon  OS  the  trooi)S  have  moved  from  Fort  Washington,  for  which 
place  I  shall  emlmrk  tfKlay,  I  shall  have  leisure  to  attend  to  it,  and 
it  A\xi\\  l)c  forwiink'd,  together  with  a  particular  aceuuiit  of  every 
tliinir  vou  liave  desired  to  Ik'  informed  of. 

The  ammunition  and  ([uarternuister'.s  stores  nre  not  yet  arrived, 
but  from  a  favorable  rise  in  the  river  the  wa^^ons  will  not  be  ublif^ed 
to  go  further  than  the  Uedstone ;  there  is  reason  to  exjMrt  them 
everv  moment. 

]\[aji'r  Doughty  leaves  an  offieer  and  a  party  to  escort  tlicm,  when 
thev  do  arrive.  Tliat  eireumstanee,  however,  ])uts  it  out  of  mv 
jM)wer  to  forward  the  h'tter,  whieh  1  ani  dinrted  to  write  to  the 
commanding  (^fiieer  at  Detroit,  by  an  oftieer,  for  he  ha<  hut  one  at 
this  place.  1  must,  therefore,  look  out  for  some  j)rivate  cicntlemau, 
and  euL^age  him  to  perform  that  service.  I  have  inclosed  a  co[)y  of 
that  letter. 

P.  8. — ^lajor  Sargent  discliarge<l  at  Post  St.  Vinccnnes  the  ac- 
counts «)f  the  two  ( lamelins,  who  were  sent  bv  Major  llamtramck 
with  the  message  to  the  Wabash  Indians,  amount in;r  to  two  hun- 
dred and  live  dollars,  and  took  their  bills  u[)on  me,  which  1  had  de- 
sired them  to  draw,  after  the  accounts  sliouhl  Ik*  certified  by  ^lajor 
Hanitnimck.  Had  I  met  the  major  at  lM>rt  Washington,  I  could 
have  reind)ursed  him  on  the  spot,  but  1  can  not  do  it  here,  nor  with 
any  convenience  at  New  York.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  advance  it 
to  him,  and  charge  it  to  my  account  as  superintendent,  for  I  know 
a  disapp)intmcnt  would  be  very  iucouvcuieut  to  him,  aud  you  will 
much  oblige  me. 
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I  have  hIiicci  got  a  very  genteel  iDtelUgeiil  young  mau,  a  sou  oT  i 
t'olooel  Meigs,  to  go  vrith  the  letter  to  Delroil.' 


(JovEiLNOR  St.  Clair  to  M.uor  Mcrrat,  or  Officer  Couma8I>*  | 
isG  TiiE  British  Trooi-b  at  Dbtroit. 

Mariltta,  Srpt.  IM,  1790. 
Sir: — As  it  is  not  improbable  that  aii  account  of  the  milibiry  i 
prepanttiuus  going  forward  in  this  quarter  of  the  country  may  reach 
jouanil  give  yon  some  une&siDegs,  while  the  ubjeit  to  which  th^  i 
are  to  be  diretleil   is  not  known  to  j-oii,  I  ntn  commanded  by  the  ' 
President  of  thii  United  8tat«e'  to  give  you  the  fullest  assurance  of 
the  pacific  disposition  entertained  toward  (!reat  Britain  and  all  her   ' 
possessions,   and    to    iufiirm    you,  explicitly,   that   the  ezpeditioa   ' 
about  to  be  undertiikeu  ia  not  intended  aj^inst  the  post  you  hare 
the  honor  to  command,  nor  any  other  place  at  present  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  but  is  on  foot  with 

'  St.  Clair  Imd  been  instructed  by  tlio  Sctretiiry  of  War '  to  notify  the 
commiinilin-  ..fiictr  ..f  Iho  BrilUli  nt  IMroil  of  thu  pn.jccloJ  movenient, 
yet  It  will  bi'  M-i>]i  tbiit  when  tiiU  loiter  \viis  iirtiiiilly  luiil  before  tbe  Prc»- 
idont,  lie  oxprv.ssi'd  fenri  that  mischief  would  ri'Milt  from  it. 

(l)Seck'ltiToI  Ucnernl  Kiiox  10  St,  <'liilr,  p.  Ifi2, 

»It  would  spL-iii  from  thu  following  note  rrora  (Inncrnl  Washington  to  the 
SccTeliiry  o(  Wiir,  Ihiit  thiTC  wns  eilber  a  iiiisLindt'ralHnding  on  St.  Clair's 
piirt  lis  I"  tlie  tiiiiu  tli"  [(^ill^ll  were  to  be;  [icilifli'.l.  or  (lie  Heoretury  was  not 
aulbiiriKcd  bv  the  I'rL-idcnl  t.i  instruct  St.  Cluir,  iis  be  (■liiilntd  lu  bo.  St. 
Clair  WHS  iii.-Uuelid  to  give  riieh  ni>lin',  aiid,  no  diitu  being  specified,  fol- 
lowi^d  tho  Idler  of  hU  in.-tnutions,  which  ri-quired  such  notice  to  be  sent 
before  Ceiienil  Ihirmiir  ni.ived.  The  Hqiicl  -liowcd  Hint  tbe  policy  wns  bad, 
inasmuch  us  tho  liritis-h  ivoro  ciic,'ur»!;ing  and  nssi^ting  the  IndiHiis  with 
provisions  .ind  nnimiinilioji.  and  \V«4iii]^-(on-s  mi-divings  were  well-founded. 
It  ii  pr,,bable  tbut  tbe  instructions  were  rejilly  in-^pired  by  General  Knox; 
M.H-ST  Vkiinos,  ,\'..rrml»-r  Afk,  1790. 

Sir.— I  have  received  your  letter  of  tho  li'ith  ultimo,  with  its  ineU>.=urps. 

I  »m  apprehensive  that  Governor  St.  Cbiir'a  coiiinnlHicntion  of  tho  object 
of  tho  expedition  I.,  tbo  officer  cominnnding  lit  Detroit  has  been  unaenBon- 
able,  nnd  nuiy  biivo  Hnfavonible  ennsequences.    It  wiis  certainly  premature 

since  tbe  Indian?,  lbroui;h  that  tbiuincl.  nii^bt  receive  sueh  information  a» 
vuuld  fustruta  the  eNpedition. 

I  am,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servnnt. 
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the  sole  design  of  humbling  and  chastising  some  of  the  savage  tribes- 
-whose  depredations  are  become  intolerable,  and  whose  cruelties  have 
of  late  become  an  outrage  not  on  the  people  of  America  only,  but 
on  humanity,  which  I  now  do  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner. 
After  this  candid  explanation,  sir,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect, 
both  from  your  own  personal  character  and  from  the  regard  you 
have  for  that  of  your  nation,  that  those  tribes  will  meet  with  nei- 
ther countenance  nor  assistance  from  any  under  your  command, 
and  that  you  will  do  what  iip  your  power  lies  to  restrain  the  trading 
people,  from  whose  instigations  there  is  too  good  reason  to  believe 
much  of  the  injuries  committed  by  the  savages  has  proceeded.  I 
have  forwarded  this  letter  by  a  private  gentleman  in  preference  to 
that  of  an  officer,  by  whom  you  might  have  expected  a  communica- 
tion of  this  kind,  that  every  suspicion  of  the  purity  of  the  views  of 
the  United  States  might  be  obviated. 


Judges  Symmes  and  Turner  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Fort  Washington,  October  &h,  1790. 

Sir: — As  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  seal 
for  the  General  Court  of  the  Territory,  and  als<j  seals  for  the  County 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Probate,  we  take  the  lilwrty  of  sub- 
mitting to  your  Excellency  the  propriety  of  an  application  to  Con- 
gress for  defraying  the  charges  of  cutting  them.  Mr.  Turner  has 
undertaken  to  furnish  the  device. 

In  the  prosecution  of  our  duties  on  the  circuits  we  have  already 
incurred,  and  must  on  every  like  occasion  incur,  some  incidental  ex- 
penses, which  it  would  but  ill  comport  with  the  salary  at  present  al- 
lowed to  a  Judge  of  the  General  Court  to  defray.  It  is  every-whcre 
acknowledged  that  the  bench  should  l)c  i)rcserved  independently. 
And  on  this  principle  the  several  States  have  allowed  coni^wnsation 
to  their  judges  for  extra  exi)ense3  occasioned  by  the  circuits,  cither 
by  paying  such  on  producing  accounts  at  the  treasury,  as  in  Penn- 
sylvania; or,  as  in  New  Jersey,  by  allowing  to  each  judge  a  fee 
for  every  circuit  court  he  holds. 

Your  Excellency  well  knows  that,  as  things  are  ordered  in  this 
Territory,  the  Judges  of  the  General  Court  must  employ  the  whole 
year  on  the  circuits,  unless  they  may  liapixjn  to  snatch  a  small 
portion  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  legislating ;  and  that  this  much 
must  require  a  journey  pf  one  or  the  other  of  them  to  complete  the 
number  required  to  legislate.     We  beg  leave  to  add  here,  with 


I.LI     will     l> 

irir'i.lprutiL 


Congress. 


(invKUNoii  St,  C'l.Am  to  tiii;  Secretarv  op 
Fort  Washington,  Oct. 

Sir: — I  liave  the  pltiuuro  to  iiifijrm  you  of  the  ei 
iif  Octieral  Harmar  at  tho  iDdian  l«wue  on  the  Mi 
Ji>i>ei>li  liivers.  of  which  ho  liaa  destroyed  five  iii  nu 
very  great  (pautity  of  corn  and  other  vegetable  prov 
supiHiM'il  llmt  uUiut  two  hundred  df  tUo  Indukim  likewU 
in  tho  different  encounters  that  hiive  hup|K'iii-d  Initwc 
the  detachment,  for  thcro  luu  Ixvu  no  (;;i'neral  action 
nut  boiru  withnut  rririsidcrablo  loss  nn  our  ]iart.  The 
«iniiot  Hive  you,  a^  the  offieer  (Enwun  BriU)  who 
wiili  the  General's  diMpatthes  is  not  yet  arrived,  and  1 
ri-awon  l.i.  fl-ar  iio  may  l>e  killed  or  taken,  a*  the  part; 
gisted  of  six  only,  were  tired  upon  by  the  Indians  ab 
dred  and  twenty  miles  from  hence  and  disi>ersed.  T 
are  come  in,  and  from  them  I  hove  this  intelligence, 
believe,  be  depended  upon  so  far  as  it  goes. 

Of  the  Federal  troops,  Major  Wyllys  and  Lieuten 
ham  and  seventy-seven  men ;  of  the  militia.  Major  Fon 
MoMurtry,  and  Captain  Scott,  a  son  of  General  Bcott 
three  men,  are  among  the  slain.  It  is  said  that  the  Ii 
they  could  not  be  brought  to  a  general  action,  fong 


StSBBM 
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woodsman,  and  has  on  several  occasions  been  intrusted  with  the 
command  of  detachments,  and  always  acquitted  himself  with  much 
propriety. 


GovERXOK  St.  Clair  to  the  Juixjes. 

Fort  Washington',  October  27,  1700. 
Gentlemen: — Laws  u|Km  the  following  subjects*  seem  to  me  to  1x5 
much  wanted  in  the  Territory — no  doubt  there  are  others  ecjually 
necejwary  which  will  have  occurred  to  you.  I  shall  Ixi  happy  that 
we  might  compare*  our  ideas  upon  thcni,  wliieh  will  be  a  means  of 
forwarding  their  coming  into  operation,  and  any  other  regulation 

*  A  law  l«)  alter  tho  terms  of  the  Court  of  Coniinon  Ploas  fr(»m  twice  in 
the  your  to  four  times,  and  increase  tlio  numlicr  of  ju<lg«"».  A  law  to  em- 
power the  Governor  to  divido  the  counties  into  dijitrict!*  wh«?rein  Courts  of 
Common  Picas  and  ij^oneral  and  spi.'cial  sessions  (»flli(i  )>ea(re  hIiuII  be  held  as 
is  direct<?<l  for  tin;  ct>unti«'s  in  <*ase3  whoro  iho  local  situatitm  of  tho  inhabit- 
ants Would  render  llu;  adinin;>trntion  of  jn>ti«**»  ilitlHnit  it"  tl>«'  ^aid  courts 
were  Iirld  at  one  place  in  a  county  only,  whil<»  the  inlial-itaiits  ar«.'  not  suf- 
ficientlv  numerous  to  admit  the  «Teeiion  of  a  new  countv.  and  to  conlirni 
thedi-tri<*t<  appointed  by  pn»clamali«'n  in  tii«M'..nnty  of  St.  Claii'.^ 

A  law  to  authorize  and  requin*  the  Cou^t>^  of  (iciirral  ( ^urtrter-ses.sion  of 
the  Peaci'  to  divid(»  tin-  r'onntie>  into  town.-hips.  and  to  alt«T  and  increa<*o 
the  sttui*'  from  tiino  to  time,  a~  it  may  beei>mt?  n»M'j*r;«.ary ;  and  to  appoint,  at 
some  certain  ?•■-- ^ion.  annually.  c«tn>tahle-.  >;upervi-oi>  of  the  highways,  and 
overijcers  of  tin*  poor;  to  (h'finc  the  duties  ol'  thosf  r»tlieers,  and  to  increase 
the  quorum  »»f  tin*  .-^aid  court. 

A  law  to  auth«iri/,<«  tlw  s.nid  courts,  uj)on  tin?  petition  of  the  inhabitants, 
not  less  than  to  lay  out.  at  thi'  expen>e  of  the  p«'liiion»Ts,  highways,  by  ap- 
pointincj  a  lit  number  (»f  indifler«*nt  p«'rs«»ns  to  view  and  survey  the  .-am*?, 
and  befijre  contirniati«»n  upiui  application  to  grant  revi(!ws,  the  >urvi'y  to  bo 
reconied  t)n  the  d«cket. 

A  law  to  lessen  the  (?xp?nso  of  law  suits,  by  rendering  it  unne<'e,--;ary  to 
put  the  proc<!edings  on  ])aper,  a  ;'»h*)rt  i:«»te  made  by  the  cjlerk.s  on  tlni  <locU(;t 
of  the  pleas,  and  an>wer  all  the  purpose — for  example: 

Capias  Debt.  Dm.B.  B.  Special  Hail,  April  1st,  wa.<5 
filed — ivm  est  f,  fact  not,  an<l  ]»rays  oi/rr — fnrinm  and 
issue,  June  court,  Augu-^t  court — rule  to  take  the 

affidavit  of ,  December.   Judgment *)f . 

Enter  jurors'  names  and  verdict. 

A  law  to  empower  the  Governor  to  license  taverns  and  vendors  of  spiritu- 
ons  liquors  in  quantities  less  than  one  gallon,  and  suppress  tippling  houses. 
An  excise  law.     A  Fee  Bill.     A  law  to  regulate  hunters. 


March  Term. 

Wilson,  John  Stokes 

r.«». 

T^wis  T.  Stiles. 


(1)  The  justices  are  not  appointed  for  the  districts.  t)ut  the  counties;  the  counties 
mre  divided  into  districts,  and  courts  were  ordered  to  be  held  in  them. 


GOVERNOR   bT.  ULAIR   TO   ^hXHtTAKY   OF    \ 

FoKT  Waphinotux,  Kovenu 
Sir:— On  tliu  '2iH]\  of  lust  mimth,  I  hail  the  honor 
generally  uf  the  success  that  attended  General  Han 
uut  then  give  yon  the  partieulare,  a."  the  General's  le 
reached  ine  (the  officer,  however,  who  had  them  in  ( 
a  few  days  afterwards)  ;  it  in  not  now  necessary,  beca 
himself.  One  thing,  however,  is  certain,  that  the  sav 
a  most  t«rribk'  stroke,  of  which  nothing  can  be  a  grea 
tliat  they  have  not  attempted  lo  Imrraes  tiie  army  i 
They  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  3tl  instant,  in  goo 
Eipirits.  There  is  not  yet  any  account  trom  Major  H 
trust  he  also  has  lieen  succeKsful :  but  this,  I  think,  ia 
no  great  misfortune  tan  have  happened  to  hini,  for  in 
should  certainly  have  heard  of  it. 

Mr.  Denny,'  the  gentleman  who  takes  General  ] 
patches,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you  in  a  particular 
if  you  will  be  pleased  to  do  so  to  the  President  in  1 
may  be  assured  he  will  uot  disappoint  any  expectation 
tornied.      He  h-i-  every  .i-mllty  tbi.t   1   n>,ild  wish  a  y 

however,  some  traits  in  his  character  as  a  man,  that  a 
ally  known,  that  would  endear  him.  Out  of  the  littli 
receives,  he  has  maintained  two  good  aged  parents  for 


QoYERHOB  St.  Claib  to  the  French  Ishabj 
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been  delayed,  it  is  my  fervent  wish,  as  it  is  a  well-groimded  hope, 
that  it  has  been  only  delayed. 

I  feel,  gentlemen,  very  sensibly,  your  situation,  and  nothing 
on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  render  it  as  agreeable  as  circum- 
stances  will  admit  of;  but,  in  the  establishment  of  new  settlements 
there  are  difficulties  to  be  encountered ;  patience  and  perseverance 
will  get  the  better  of  them,  and  when  they  are  got  over,  they  become 
real  pleasures  on  reflection.  I  know  the  generous  sentiments  of 
Frenchmen  too  well  to  fear  that  difficulties  arising  from  the  nature 
of  the  case  can  discourage  them. 

I  am  altogether  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  contract  that 
has  been  made  with  the  Scioto  Company,  or  what  may  be  the  spe- 
cific pretensions  of  individuals.  The  laws  of  the  country  will, 
however,  compel  justice  to  be  done,  and  those  laws  will  be  extended 
to  you  as  early  as  it  is  possible.  They  can  know  the  Scioto  Com- 
pany as  an  individual  only,  and  their  course  must  be  general ;  you 
will,  therefore,  readily  jxirceive  the  impossibility  of  a  jKirson  being 
appointed  to  judge  expressly  between  the  colonists  and  that  com- 
pany. Courts  will  l)e  established,  where  justice  will  he  duly  and 
regularly  administered  according  to  the  laws,  and  whore  neither  fa- 
vor nor  iufluenc^^  will  have  any  weight ;  and  it  will  be  among  the 
first  matters  I  shall  attend  to,  after  my  arrival  at  Marietta,  to  make 
those  arrangements  for  your  security  and  i)eace ;  but,  as  they  must 
all  pass  through  the  Secretary's  office,  tliey  can  not  be  taken  earlier. 

After  having  borne  with  the  difficulties  of  your  situation  hitherto, 
I  entreat  you  to  hoar  with  tliem  yet  but  a  very  little  longer,  for  I 
am  as  strongly  impressed  witli  the  necessity  of  an  established  po- 
lice, as  well  as  a  militia,  as  you  yourself  can  be ;  and,  be  assured 
that  it  is  my  warmest  wish  that  you  may  find  in  the  land  of  liberty 
that  happiness  which  is  the  reward  and  the  incentive  to  an  active 
life,  to  procure  which  for  you,  gentlemen,  you  may  dei^end  upon  my 
best  endeavors.  1  thank  you,  gentlemen,  very  sincerely,  for  your 
good  wishes. 

Thomas  Fitzsh^imons  to  Arthur  St.  Clair. 

PHmADELPHIA  (witJiaut  dcUs).^ 

Dear  Sir : — Soon  after  you  left  us,  a  meeting  was  held  between 


*  Though  this  letter  is  without  date,  yet,  from  the  reference  made  to  the 
election  of  Representatives  to  Congress,  and  the  allusion  to  the  opposition,  I 
am  inclined  to  fix  the  period  just  after  the  formation  of  the  State  constitu- 
tion.   The  effort  of  the  Federalists  was  unavailing,  even  with  St.  Clair  as  a 


wlik'ii  1  fliuuld  icel  it'  1  was  persoually  < 
culliuc  ibc  utlcution  at  out  miinlry  IripDi^lH  M  thi> 
of  UB  m«tan(l  attreiNi  to  a  letter,  which  we  sigued,  am 
tn  *n(uu  pcrsnnB  ia  each  county,  I  have  incluM>it  one 
judge  "f  the  prupriety  of  il,  if  ynu  Klmuld  hear  it  i 
U>  cuuviticc  yiiit  that  mauc  of  your  IViriiiln  will  mil 
ncooinpIUh  what  they  belicvp  wnuld  prove  hiplily  ai 
our  country,  I  have  written  to  Bome  tricnde,  loo,  on 
apprise  them  of  our  zeal  and  activity.  What  ihe  e) 
do  not  undertakf!  to  prwliet,  hm  the  t-oiifidfUTO  I  ha^ 
»>»«<!  of  tiii>  iH'Ofilc  of  IVriUHylviuiia  will  uol  pt^mitt  : 
1  um  Hurry,  huA'L'Vfr.  tu  ohserve  that  tiitru  m  a  itniid 
the  [leople  to  wish  ivell  to  the  npjHiaition,  who  nnt  yt;t 
^ving  oSi'usc  tu  the  other  cjiudidflte.  If  nny  thing 
to  enforce  the  necessily  of  an  opposition,  thid  uiighl 
effwt ;  for,  if  before  ihi'  iasiie  i»  known  that  jiort  rif  ai 

power  and  influence  ?  In  any  event,  I  conceive  it  to 
contend  for  what  is  right,  be  the  issue  as  it  may.  H; 
heard  of  this,  I  have  not  time  to'  be  very  particular 
assure  you  that  every  support  which  I  can  give  may 
from  a  persuasion  that,  if  we  can  accomplish  our  ob 
of  Peunsylvauia  will  be  happy  under  your  admioistrs 
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20th  instant.  It  was  so  long  upon  the  way  that  it  would  have  been 
impracticable  to  have  taken  measures  I  contemplated  had  they  been 
approved  and  directed.  I. confess,  however,  I  feel  some  regret  that 
an  establishment  at  the  Miami  village  was  not  deemed  proper,  be- 
cause I  had  considered  it  as  the  best  result  of  a  successful  campaign, 
and  the  surest  means  of  obliging  the  Indians  to  be  at  peace  with  the 
United  States ;  and  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  near  so  great  a 
force  as  you  mention  would  have  been  necessary.  I  believe  three 
hundred  men  would  have  been  quite  sufficieut ;  they  were  upon  the 
ground;  had  artillery  with  them,  and  there  were  provisions  enough 
of  the  bread  kind  at  least,  which  they  were  obliged  to  destroy,  to 
have  served  them  for  a  twelvemonth.  In  three  weeks'  time,  with 
the  aid  of  the  militia,  they  might  have  put  themSelves  in  a  situation 
not  to  be  insulted,  and  the  militia  would  have  staid  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  is  true,  sir,  that  I  stated  the  force  the  Indians  might  prob- 
ably bring  into  the  field  at  eleven  hundred  men.  I  believe  it  is  in 
their  power  to  draw  together  that  number  at  that  place  in  a  short 
time,  and  that  so  groat  a  number  did  not  meet  General  llarmar, 
was  most  probably  owing  to  Major  Hamtramck^s  diversion,  but  it  is 
not  in  their  power  to  keep  them  long  together.  Thoy  arc  totally 
unacquainted  with  economy  in  the  use  of  their  provisions,  and  it  re- 
quires arrangements  to  which  tliey  are  strangers  to  provide  for 
eleven  hundred  men,  even  in  a  country  where  provisions  can  be  ob- 
tained by  other  means  than  hunting.  I  was  fortified  in  my  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  usefulness  of  that  post  by  that  of  a  sensible 
Wyandot,  which  you  have  in  some  one  of  my  letters,  **  that  we 
never  would  have  peace  with  the  Western  Nations  until  we  had  a 
garrison  there."  If,  however,  it  would  in  the  least  have  interfered 
with  general  measures  which  have  been  directed  (whicli  must  em- 
brace much  greater  and  more  important  objects),  I  am  very  glad  that 
it  has  not  taken  place.* 

At  any  time  hereafter,  should  it  happen  that  the  i)osts  arc  not 

*  Governor  St.  Clair  liad  suggested  tho  advisability  t»f  buildini;  a  f(»rt  on 
the  Miami  of  tho  Lake,  in  ca-o  of  the  success  of  the  military  ovju'dilion,  and 
had  asked  for  authority  for  that  purpose.  In  his  reply,  (Inieral  Knox  re- 
fuses the  authority,  and  gives  as  a  reason  the  lar<::e  force  that  would  have 
been  ri»quired  to  maintain  the  post,  and  the  expense  that  it  \v(»uld  involve. 
These  reasons  were  not  sufficient.  If  it  had  been  done  when  llarmar  was 
on  the  ground,  the  disaster  of  the  following  year  would  h  tve  been  averted, 
and  peace  obtained  much  sooner  than  it  was,  and  at  less  expense.  "VVe  shall 
sec  that  in  1791,  such  fort  was  authorized,  but  it  was  then  too  late — the 
enemy  were  prepared. 

VOL.  II — L3 
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given  up  confirraably  U>  the  treaty  of  poace  mid  tie  SGami  slioill<l 
Iw  lliougiit  (if,  I  believe  tUe  [»oata  of  cuinmUDieatiun  sliould  neither 
be  on  the  Wiikiah  nor  on  either  uf  tiiu  Miami  lUvers.  Three,  I  bujv 
IHoe,  wouhl  lio  nil  that  are  net-esaary,  aud  they  might  Ijg  very  Binall 
ones  at  tliai.  Of  the  Great  Miami  of  the  Ohio,  one  at  the  crossing 
of  the  I'i<|iiii  Pirk,  if  it  should  be  Ibuud  that  the  mad  would  take 
tliat  direction,  Inrt  I  believe  it  wotild  poss  to  the  wi-stward  of  it  a^ 
tiifrcthcr;'  and  a  third  at  the  crosaiug  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake. 
Th<!  wiiiile  ili^Iiince  is  very  little,  if  at  all,  above  hundred  miles  ina 
direct  line  fn mi  Fort  Washington,  It  in  certain  that  no  post  that 
cou  be  cslabliKlied,  how  respectable  soever  it  may  be,  will  so  entirely 
overawe  the  Indiana  as  to  prevent  every  deprcdatiuu,  more  especially 
wbt'n  there  is  iinother  nation  in  their  neighborhood  who  court  them, 
and  who  insti^'iUe  them  to  lliose  depredations,  For  wliat«ver  they 
may  say  (and  I  hope  it  is  true  that  the  British  government  does  not 
coutiteuance  it),  they  ore  prumpted  to  much  of  the  mischief  they  do 
by  Iho  Brili!:;|i  traders,  and  you  will  sec  by  Mr.  Meigs's  letter*  to 
me,  n  copy  oi'  "liich  I  have  inclosed,  that  they  meet  with  enoonr- 
agcmcnt  from  otiier  quarters  than  the  tnuiers.  Mr.  McKee's  being 
among  lliem  distributing  flmmimition  mid  stores  at  the  moment  they 
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not  sent  to  the  nearest  post?  Your  letter  of  the  19th  of  May,^  re- 
commending to  my  attention  the  French  who  have  arrived  in  this 
country,  was  also  delivered  to  me  on  the  river.  I  am  persuaded  that 
some  protection  will  be  necessary  for  them  as  well  against  the  sav- 
ages as  at  least  to  support  the  civil  authority,  which  will  be  estab- 
lished in  the  settlement  forming  near  the  Kanawha, as  soon  as  posi- 
ble,  and  in  all  the  others,  as  they  take  place.  I  stopped  part  of  a 
day  at  Gallipolis,  which  is  the  name  they  have  given  that  establish- 
ment, and  found  about  four  hundred  persons  there,  in  a  very  discon- 
tented and  mutinous  dbposition  a  great  part  of  them.  I  very  much 
fear  that  much  disappointment  and  chagrin  will  attend  this  project, 
and  that  an  interested  speculation  of  a  few  men,  pursued  with  too 
great  avidity  will  reflect  some  disgrace  upon  the  American  char- 
acter, while  it  involves  numbers  in  absolute  ruin  in  a  foreign  land. 
Nothing,  however,  that  depends  upon  me  shall  be  wanting  to  render 
their  situation  as  eligible  as  circumstances  will  admit,  for  it  is  cer- 
tainly important  that  they  should  ultimately  succeetl.  Their  suc- 
cess, however,  can  never  in  any  degree  answer  the  expectations  that 
have  been  raised.  I  presume,  sir,  it  will  1x5  necessary  to  he  explicit 
with  General  Harmar  on  the  subject  of  the  protection  he  is  to  afford 
them.  The  dispersed  situation  of  his  regiment,  and  the  inconceiv- 
able fatigues  the  men  are  exposed  to  upon  this  river,  in  searching 

*In  his  U'tter  of  the  19th  of  May,  General  Knox  said  that  a  number  "of 
French  gentlemen,  of  respectable  character,  had  arrived  in  the  United 
States,  in  order  to  settle  on  lands  contracted  for  by  Messrs.  Cutler  &  Co. 
They  propose  at  present  to  form  two  settlements,  one  opposite  the  mouth  of 
the  Kanawha,  and  the  other  not  far  from  the  Scioto.  The  first  settlement 
will  be  by  the  Chevalier  Bre  de  Bouvin,  and  the  other  by  Monsieur  do 
Barth,  a  member  of  the  National  Assembly.  These  gentlemen,  alarmed  at  the 
reports  of  Indian  depredations,  have  applied  f<»r  the  protection  of  the  United 
States.'*  General  Harmar  was,  therefore,  to  be  authorized  to  station  a  com- 
pany nt  that  place.  "  You  will  be  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  importance 
and  propriety  of  affording  them  all  the  countenance  and  protection  their 
circumstances  may  require  and  your  situation  admit."  The  sad  story  of 
these  French  emigrants  is  familiar  to  every  reader  of  American  history. 
After  being  swindled  through  the  agency  of  Joel  Barlow,  set  down  upon 
lands  to  which  no  title  could  be  given,  they,  fresh  from  the  streets  of  gay 
Paris,  were  confronted  with  the  task  of  making  a  living  on  land  crovered 
with  heavy  timber,  in  a  country  filled  with  hostile  natives.  Many  died  in 
the  attempt,  others  made  their  way  to  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans,  and  a  few 
remained.  In  1795,  Congress  donated  twenty-four  thousand  acres  in  the 
south-eastern  part  of  what  is  now  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sufferers. 


coiis(Mjiioii(H'   is   tluit  provisions   must  he  obtained  f 
ittints;   but  what  ean  an  infant  settlement  like  this 
have   n(»\v  a  new  set  of  eoniraetors.      It  is  to  be   hop 
be  wished — that  they  may  do  better,  but  it  is  scarcel 
contract  was  at  a  price  before  at  which  the  supplie 
furnished  without  loss.     It  is  now  at  a  loss,  and  tl 
will  be  the  sacrifice.     The  small  articles  which  form 
of  their  small  ration  will  never  be  furnished  at  al! 
heretofore  been  but  very  seldom  furnished,  and  t 
should  be  paid  for  them  will  sink  in  their  own  1 
trifling  article  sold  them  at  an  extortionate  rate ;  for 
take  any  thing  in  exchange  for  a  piece  of  paper,  w 
other  way  of  taking  care  of  than  in  his  knapsack. 
I  pray  you,  for  these  observations ;  I  know  they  need 
I  have  been  a  witness  to  so  many  instances  of  that 
not  suppress  my  resentment. 

There  were  no  accounts  from  Major  Hamtramck 
called  authentic  when  I  left  Fort  Washington.  Wha 
be,  you  will  most  probably  receive  them  overland  be 
this  place ;  but  a  person  who  arrived  there  from 
days  before  my  departure,  reported  that  he  had  seen 
ing  officer  of  one  of  the  battalions  who  had  been  up 
tion,  who  told  him  that  the  militia  were  all  retume 
dians  fled  before  them  wherever  they  appeared ;  thf 
villages  and  all  their  provisions  had  been  destroyed 
had  not  lost  a  single  man.  I  pray  God  the  informath 
the  truth.  The  success  will  then  be  as  complete  a 
been  wished,  and  the  first  news  we  hear  will  be  an  '. 
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Harmar  did  not  find  an  opportunity  to  send  forward.     I  shall  aend 
them  yet,  with  another  adapted  to  the  occasion.* 


Major  Hamtramck  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Fort  Knox,  Post  Vincennes,  December  2, 1790. 

Sit: — I  hope  your  Excellency  will  excuse  me  if  I  take  the  liberty 
of  writing  on  a  subject  so  remote  from  the  duty  of  a  soldier.  I  do 
it  because  you  have  requested  it  of  me  in  your  letter  of  January  23, 
1790,  and  if  I  have  not  communicated  my  sentiments  before,  it  was 
from  an  appreheusion  that  they  might  be  contrary  to  the  general 
opinion  of  Indian  affairs.  They  are  now  presented  to  your  Excel- 
lency with  full  expectation  that  it  will  not  be  ascribed  to  arrogance 
or  ostentation  on  my  part,  it  being  the  result  of  the  purest  intention. 
On  those  calculated  expectations  I  will  speak  freely,  and  give  as  my 
opinion  that  nothing  can  establish  a  peace  with  the  Indians  as  long 
a.s  the  British  keep  possession  of  the  U|)per  forts;  for  they  certainly 
are  daily  sowing  the  seed  of  discord  betwixt  the  measures  of  our 
Government  and  the  Indians. 

Perha])s  the  Indians  will  call  fur  a  peace  early  this  spring.  If  so, 
I  can  assure  you  that  I  am  not  mistaken  if  I  prognosticate  that  it 
will  be  done  to  deceive  us,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted  before  we 
have  another  expediti(m,  and  have  established  respectable  garrisons  in 
the  most  important  T)arts  of  their  countrv ;  then  will  we  be  able  to 
make  peace  on  our  condition.-,  and  not  on  theirs. 

The  Indians  never  can  be  subdued  by  just  going  into  their  towns 
and  burning  their  houses  and  corn,  and  returning  the  next  day,  for  it 
is  no  hardship  to  an  Indian  to  live  without;  they  make  themselves 
j>erfectly  comfortable  on  meat  alone;  and  as  for  houses,  they  can 
build  them  with  a.s  much  facility  as  a  bird  docs  his  nest. 

As  for  obtaining  any  advantage  of  them  in  action,  there  is,  in  my 
opinion,  very  little  to  be  calculated  on  that  head  ;  for  they  will  not 
fight  without  having  a  decided  advantage  over  their  enemies,  and 
if  they  find  they  can  not  meet  them,  they  always  have  a  suliicieut 
country,  which  affords  them  a  secured  situation. 

Should  Government  be  disposed  to  carry  on  an  expedition  in  the 
spring  without  establishing  garrisons  in  their  country,  I  would  then 
heg  the  permission  to  suggest  an  idea,  whicli  would  be  to  surprise 
them  in  their  towns,  and  which  can  be  done  by  having  all  the  men 
mounted  on  good  horses,  and  every  man  to  be  his  own  commissary ; 

'Which  was  done,  but  without  favorable  result. 


people  of  Kentucky  will  carry  on  private  expeditio 
Indians  and  kill  them  whenever  they  meet  them,  ai 
lieve  that  there  i.s  a  jury  in  all  Kentucky  who  would 
for  it.  These  combined  circurastances,  sir,  make  i 
until  we  are  securely  intrenched  in  the  Indian  coui 
can  be  sure  that  peace  is  fully  established ;  for  as  th< 
is  the  dearest  inheritance  an  Indian  receives  from  hi 
vengeance  that  of  the  Kentuckians,  hostility  must  the 
on  both  sides.  ^ 


General  Washinoton  to  Governor  St. 

[Private.]  PHILADELPHIA,  Janv 

Dear  Sir : — ^In  the  journals  of  the  proceedings  of 
in  the  North-western  Territory,  there  appears  to  be  < 
tions  made  by  the  Executive  under  the  articles  of  the 
6th,  28th,  and  29th  of  June  last,  which  can,  with  ] 
be  established  by  laws. ' 

In  noticing  these,  my  mind  naturally  recurred  to  yc 
dated  at  Cahokia,  on  the  1st  of  May  last,  wherein  yc 
the  absence  of  the  Judges  had  embarrassed  you  a  gr 
after  waiting  for  them  as  long  as  possible,  you  had  I 
necessity  of  directing  by  j)roclamation  certain  regula 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country.  These  you 
would  be  soon  confirmed  by  law,  and  the  nece^ity 
fered  an  excuse  for  having  exceeded  your  proper  pow 
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Territory  is,  the  want  which  the  Executive  has  often  felt  of  the  nec- 
essary coadjutors  to  adopt  even  the  most  urgent  laws,  and  the  pecu- 
liar situation  of  a  frontier  country,  are  circumstances  which  may 
not  strike  every  one  who  will  observe  that  the  Executive  has  gone 
beyond  his  proper  powers.  It,  therefore,  becomes  a  matter  of  high 
importance  that  the  utmost  circumspection  should  be  observed  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  for  there  are  not  wanting  persons  who 
would  rejoice  to  find  the  slightest  ground  of  clamor  against  public 
characters ;  and  paying  no  regard  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  the 
case,  which  caused  a  momentary  streteh  of  power,  nor  the  public 
good  which  might  be  produced  by  it,  they  would  seize  the  occasion 
of  making  impressions  unfavorable  to  Government,  and  possibly  pro- 
ductive of  disagreeable  effects. 

I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  best  to  give  you  this  intimation  in  a 
private  and  friendly  letter,  that  by  circumspection  malice  may  be 
disarmed. 


Captain  de  Luziere  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Pittsburgh,  February  20,  1791. 
My  Getveral: — I  profit  with  pleasure  of  the  opportunity  of  M. 
Thibaut,  who  returns  to  Philadelphia,  to  have  the  honor  of  present- 
ing you  my  respects,  and  to  hand  over  to  you  the  letter  here  in- 
closed, which  I  received  from  the  messenger  of  M.  Daubigny,  my 
friend,  whom  I  have  left  at  Buffalo  Creek.  You  will  there  read 
the  details,  most  touching,  of  a  new  scene  of  horror  committed  by 
the  savages  in  the  environs  of  Buffalo.  Since  then  they  have  mul- 
tiplied upon  all  points  of  the  Ohio.  There  is  not  a  single  doubt 
that  all  the  Indians  are  agreed  to  make  war  and  to  destroy  all  the 
settlements  formed  on  the  right  bank  of  La  Belle  Riviere.  I  be- 
lieve it  my  duty  to  inform  you,  my  general,  that  one  is  not  even 
without  inquietude  in  this  town,  where  the  citizens  assembled  them- 
selves yesterday  to  advise  as  to  measures  to  he  taken  in  case  of  in- 
cursions on  the  part  of  the  Indians.  I  flatter  myself  that  we  shall 
not  have  to  wait  long  to  see  you  here  agiiin.  Your  preseuce  will 
surely  contribute  much  to  tranquilizc  their  minds.  I  shall  be  very 
glad  personally  to  be  in  a  position  to  pay  you  my  resi)ects,  and  to 
repeat  to  you  viva  voce  the  assurance  of  the  sentiments  of  infinite 
respect. 


mitlmj  iiiv  imtlur.Uprcdalii.iH  on  iW  tivmlKT.-^.  > 
(  iii.m-  1-  iLiULi-li,  1  Willi  ton  lhi.ii«iii.l  .inlliifs  f..r 
(.  k  '  I  1.  ijpv.niiK'li  lime  ill  fortiiini,' Ills  n.]...rli:.r' 
Lull  Ikiu-l-.  .libatcd  au  luug  uiwui  it,  lliut  I  uiii  d.iui 
men  can  be  enlisted  for  this  gnud  object  and  marc 
niniiiitaina  in  seawsn ,  the  encouragement  will  not 
though  eiT  ilttUiirs  Ixiiinly  is  to  bo  given,  I  was  in  ho] 
tliCMe  uiihtury  nmiii^mente  worn  uU  wttled  that  G,  I 
[latoh  me  Inr  lieadijuarters,  but  I  am  now  afraid  he  mt 
iiic  to  recruit '  Ariu«troQg  haa  ns'eive<i  his  inatructioi 
thit  tiin  ,  Bpattv  aud  myself  are  yet  waiting  in  suapi 
must  Biiiocrely  t<)  be  with  you,  lor  1  am  perfectly  Btck 
and  all  courtiers. 

'  GenorHl  Kdox. 

'UongruEi  HulhoriEed  Ihe  increase  of  Ifae  regulnr  force  to  t 
men,  Mnd  the  cmpUiymcnt  of  railitia,  to  u»  to  miike  tlio  fare 
three  thousnnd  meii  for  8 eld  service.  The  President  appoii 
.St.  Clnir  MeJ^r-Oenervl,  and  pkced  bim  in  eommandof  the  a 
Kichard  Butler  was  promoted,  and  placed  second  in  conn 
resolved  to  mnlio  a  campaign  against  Ibe  Indians  in  the  lui 
Secretary  ot  War  agreed  to  have  tliH  troops  at  Fort  Waehi 
It  will  bo  Been  from  the  correspondence  here  offered  that  Ihe  i 
on  indifferently,  and  that  na  late  na  September  tbo  army  pn 
been  supplied.  General  Knoi  then  directed  Genenil  St.  Ch 
the  deficiency  from  the  militia;  trat  when  the  Iroopi  Snail 
lield  Ihey  were  raw.  without  dltciplino  or  harmnny  of  organlei 
contractora  failed  in  every  purticular.  and 
n  of  forts  and  roads,  hb  ordered,  delayed  tlio  march  ui 


MH 
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Captain  Beatty  writes  to  you  by  this  conveyance,  and  incloses  the 

military  establishment,  by  which  you  will  find  that  Major ie 

appointed  lieutenant-colonel  commandant  of  the  Second  regiment. 
Some  reasons,  which  will  operate  very  forcibly  upon  him,  make  me 
think  that  it  is  uncertain  whether  he  will  accept  or  not.  Some  peo- 
ple are  troubled  with  the  cannon  fever ^  and  if  I  am  not  much  mis- 
taken, he  was  very  subject  to  it;  a  feather  bed  would  be  a  fitter  place 
than  the  field.  The  Governor  being  appointed  to  command  the 
army  this  summer,  I  hope  you  will  l)e  reconciled.  I  am  very  confi- 
dent that  no  other  man  would  be  submitted  to ;  but  the  long  friend- 
ship which  has  subsisted  between  you  both,  and  his  commission  ex- 
piring at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  as  I  am  informed  it  does,  will 
make  it  more  easy.*  Believe  me,  he  has  been  a  sound  friend  when 
you  greatly  stood  in  need  of  one. 


Major  Isaac  Craig  to  Geniral  Knox. 

Fort  Pitt,  March  (yth,  1791. 
The  peoj)le  on  the  frontier  are  exceedingly  alarnied.^  Parties  of 
volunteer  militia  have  been  sent  from  several  parts  of  this  county 
and  Washington,  or  patrols,  one  of  which  fell  in  with  a  party  of 
friendly  Indians  at  the  block-house  on  Beaver  Creek,  where  they 
had  been  at  a  store,  killed  three  men  and  one  woman,  notwithstand- 
ing the  Indians  called  to  them  in  English,  two  of  them  being 
Moravian  Indians,  and  known  to  several  of  the  patrols. 

*  General  Ilnrniar.  who  was  smartiiii^  under  the  unjust  criticisms  made  on 
his  campaign  in  1790,  seeing  Butler  promoted  and  placed  second  in  com- 
mand, declined  to  continue  in  the  army.  After  his  ac(juillai  by  a  court- 
martial,  which  sat  at  Fort  W^a.shington  in  ScptemlxM*,  General  Butler,  Pres- 
ident, he  resigned  iiis  commission,  and  leturnc^d  to  Philadelphia. 

*The  evidences  of  Indian  warfare  were  everv-where  beinii  manifested. 
We  find  that  at  a  m(!eting  of  the  Ohio  Company  at  Marietta,  January  7th, 
resolutions  were  adopted  to  meet  the  emergency.  It  was  determined  to 
draw  in  Bomo  of  the  outlying  settlements,  put  the  remaining  posts  in  better 
condition  for  defense,  and  prepare  the  militia  for  service.  The  ])reamblo 
reads  as  follows:  "  Whereas,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  th<>  campaign  nuide 
airainst  the  Shawanese  and  other  Indian  nations  the  last  year  is  so  far  from 
humbling  them  and  inducing  them  to  sue  for  p(»aco.  tliat,  on  tlie  contrary,  a 
general  war  will  ensue,  and  which  has  already  broke  out  against  the  people 
on  the  Ohio  Company's  land*  by  the  surprise  of  the  block-house  and  the 
breaking  up  of  the  settlement  at  Big  B(»ttom  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  in- 
stant, in  which  disaster  fourteen  persons  lost  their  lives,  and  three  others  are 
missing." — MS,  Proccedinr/s  of  the  Ohio  Company. 


l>luiuiiig  ol'tlie  [iiunier  of  s,..nf  iVwiiMy  lu.liiiiis,  oil  tl 
wlio  iiu<l  l«;«;ii  resiainjr  at  IJi^-  IWvor  t'roek. 

This  mallor  will  Ik;  iittendod  liv  liif  iinjsl  peruioious 
uulcsB  protDptly  averted  by  decisive  measures.  1  fa; 
case  tl)  the  Governor  of  this  Slate,'  «iuggestiiig  the  p 
mauding  the  accused  fur  trial  of  the  State  uf  Virg 
otiier  steps  as  tlie  case  may  require. 

But  He  the  measures  to  be  expected  from  n  legal  ] 
b'jth  slow  aud  uncertain,  it  is  important  that  the  Ge 
ment  should  do  all  ia  their  power  to  expre^  a  marki 
tion  of  the  act,  and  beal,  if  iwasible,  the  wounds  wh 
of  the  Indians  have  received  on  this  unfDrtunnte  occf 

You  will,  therefore,  please  to  inquire  into  the  fact 
tbem  as  stated  in  the  representation  of  this  Compla 
in  a  message  to  the  aggrieved  ladians,  reprobate  the 
strongest  terras,  and  assure  them  that  every  legal  m 
taken  to  bring  the  guilty  persons  to  punishment* 

You  will  also  invite  friends  aud  relations  of  the  dec 
with  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  tribe  to  which  thi 
longed,  to  meet  you  immediately  at  the  place  you  i 
You  will  then  repeat  the  abhorrence  of  the  transaetic 
surance  of  justice ;  and  you  will  convince  them  of  ; 
by  making  liberbl  compensation  to  the  relatives  and  : 
loss  of  property  sustalued  by  the  deceased  Indians. 

You  will  also  transmit  the  inclosed  answer  to  the 
:,  together  with  such  further  observatiooa  aa  j 
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General  Washinoton  to  Colonel  Dabke. 

[Extract.]  MouNT  Vernon,  April  4ft,  1791. 

Dear  Sir: — ^The  purport  of  this  letter  is  to  request  your  service  in 
a  matter  of  immediate  importance  to  the  United  States.  My  knowl- 
edge of  jour  public  disposition  assures  me  that  it  will  receive  your 
ready  attention.  I  shall  premise  its  object  by  informing  you  that, 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  an  ad- 
ditional military  force,  consisting  of  one  regular  regiment,  two  reg- 
iments of  levies,  for  six  months,  and  such  a  proportion  of  militia 
as  may  be  thought  necessary,  are  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  be  employed,  unless  the  measures 
now  taking  to  restore  peace  should  make  it  unnecessary,  in  an  ex- 
pedition against  certain  tribes  of  western  Indians. 

The  Command-in-chief  is  given  to  Greneral  St.  Clair;  that  of 
the  levies  to  Greneral  Butler ;  and  that  of  the  militia  to  General 
Scott.  The  command  of  one  regiment  of  levies,  to  consist  of  three 
battalions,  to  be  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
was  given  to  Colonel  Henry  Lee,  and  on  his  declining,  before  I 
adverted  to  the  idea  of  appointing  you,  Colonel  Hall  was,  (m  the 
suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  named  to  succeed  him.  Should 
Colonel  Hall  decline,  it  is  my  wish  that  you  would  accept  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  and  that,  in  the  meantime,  whether  you 
enter  into  the  service  or  not  yourself,  you  would  be  so  good  as,  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  which  will  be  your  authority  for 
so  doing,  to  appoint  from  aracmg  the  gentlemen  that  are  known  to 
you,  and  whom  you  would  recommend  as  projxjr  characters,  and 
think  likely  to  recruit  their  men,  three  persons  as  captains,  three 
as  lieutenants,  and  three  as  ensigns  in  the  battalion  of  levies  to  be 
raised  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  term  of  six  months  after  arriving  at  their  place  of  rendez- 
vous ;  that  you  would  instruct  the  said  officers  immediately  to  set 
about  engaging  recruits,  who  may  be  ready,  on  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  or  the  commandant  of  the  battalion,  to  embody 
and  march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Pittsburgh,  April  19,  1791. 
Sir : — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  at  this  place 
on  the  16th  inst.,  at  night,  and  found  every  thing  quieter  than,  from 
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the  rojKirts  I  met  wilii  ou  the  «iad,  thorn  was  rcasoD  to  expect.  The 
militia  liad  been  eallci!  out  by  the  county  lieuteuante  to  guard  the 
froutiers,  in  cuiiseiiucnce  of  the  discretionary  powers  yuu  were 
pleaac'l  to  invest  them  with,  wliich  has  given  some  ease  Id  the  iniuda  of 
the  people,  with  uo  great  reason,  ludecd,  for  their  nutiilicrs  arc  so  few 
to  defend  so  extensive  a  frontier,  were  it  attacked  in  any  part  by  the 
ludiaus  in  force;  at  the  same  time,  they  are  too  many  fur  the  pur- 
jKisc  of  scimlfl  or  rantrers  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 
There  aiii  one  huuditd  and  fifty  called  out  from  Westmoreland,  one 
himdri'ii  froiii  iliis  niiiiity,  and  two  hundred,  as  I  am  informed,  from 
W:l^lli[lL'■lllll.  1  "iiiiJd  immediately  have  onlered  a  iiart  of  tliera  to 
liiivi'  hi'i'ti  di-^'h;1r^'t'd,  hut  considering  that  the  time  is  near  at  hand 
wln'ti  llii'v  will  ill'  di^^eiiarged  of  course  (for  I  presume  you  will  not 
think  it  necessary  to  ecmtinue  tbem  long  after  the  lOth  May),  and 
that  it  woidd  have  iwen  very  unpalatable,  I  thouglit  it  better  not  to 
interfere  uuy  fiirtjier  tlian  by  obBorving  to  the  lieutenant  of  West- 
miireJand  that  the  numbers  Were,  in  my  opinion,  too  great,  and  I 
whidl  uiiike  tlio  same  oliaorVBtion  to  the  lieutenant  of  Washington, 
whom  1  will  priilmbly  sec  on  my  mule  lu  Wjieeling,  whore  I  propose 
to  embiirk. 

s  fir  Veunngo 


1 


Tu- 
witli 


lid  . 


■  I  ^ 


id    X 


,pb, 


do- 


ing Ku 


iifi.r 


.■  wlK-lhrr 


of  I 


J  li;ii 


■<-ti<i 


la 


iif  the    deceased   coiiijH'iisation  for 

of;  but  it  is  itll[KJSsi!.l('  In  - 
clime  will  iM'soslinrt  «hen  I 
li  lean  nni  s<'t  out  until  the 
fnie  Mi.ndav  iii;.dit.     I  have. 


in  which  I 
the  effects 


:iftei 


hirs.  !ind  all  file  elothim 


...t,  llial  tl 
IS  p,s.ib]c. 

»>ds  to  tJlC  ' 


Tho 


Iheni  a  luoet- 
:st  be  at  Lex- 
press  returns, 
ivl'ore,  desired 
■et  nie  at  F-irt 
ition  shall  be 
her  property  taken 


of  t\v 


e  to  he  taken  and  for 


u  dol- 
stri[>j)ed  even  to 

riled  to  the  Gov- 
liave  gilt  to  hand 
•  any  tlniijr  \a  it, 


Correspondence y  Addresses^  Etc.  203 

The  Cornplanter  got  safe  to  VenaDgo,  though  with  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty  aud  much  ill-treatmeut.  A  boat  with  provisious  for  that 
garrison,  and  in  which  was  a  part  of  the  goods  he  had  received  from 
Philadelphia,  and  the  Indian  canoes  were  discovered  by  a  scouting 
party  of  the  militia,  on  this  side  of  the  river.  They  ordered  the 
Indians  immediately  to  come  to  them  or  they  would  fire  upim  them,- 
upon  which  they  instantly  put  to  shore,  abandoned  their  canoes,  and 
fled. 

A  non-commissioned  officer,  who  was  on  the  boat,  went  over  to 
them,  and  him  they  abused  very  much,  and,  it  was  believed,  would 
have  murdered  him  but  for  the  intervention  of  Mr.  Guthrie,  the 
same  who  is  appointed  on  the  levies,  and  a  clergyman  of  the  name 
of  Porter,  who,  with  much  difficulty,  obtained  his  release.  The 
boat,  in  the  meantime,  went  adrift  and  fell  down  the  river  and  was 
stopped  about  eight  miles  above  this  place;  it  has  since  got  up 
safely.  The  canoes  were  made  a  prey  of  and  every  thing  on  them 
plundered  and  sold  at  public  vendue.  It  might  have  boon  cxjieeted 
that  this  affair  would  have  had  bad  consequences,  but,  from  the  let- 
ter of  Mr.  JefTcrs  to  me,  which  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose,  it  has 
not.  We  are  assured  also  that  the  Cornplanter  and  his  people  are 
firm,  though  it  can  not  be  but  that  it  has  made  unfavorable  impres- 
sions. I  have  sent  for  the  gentleman  who  prosecutes  for  the  State 
in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  in  order  to  have  those  persons  in- 
dicted for  the  assault  on  the. non-commissioned  officer;  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  not  be  improper  that  they  should  Ix?  prosecuted 
in  the  Federal  Court  also  for  the  attempt  upon  the  friendly  Indians 
returning  to  their  own  country  from  a  conference  with  the  Govern- 
ment, under  the  protection  of  which  they  were  to  be  considered 
until  they  at  least  got  out  of  the  limits  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Jeffcrs  ol>serves  that  a  party  of  the  8eneca.s  are  gone  to  pro- 
tect the  settlement  upon  Cupawango,  but  I  am  informed  that,  since 
the  date  of  his  letter,  it  has  broken  up,  and  the  people  are  all  at 
Fort  Franklin  ;  but  I  shall  know  more  certainly  how  affairs  are  in 
that  quarter  to-morrow,  when  I  expect  Major  Heart,  who  leaves  it 
this  day,  when  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  write  you  again.* 

*0n  the  21st  April,  Governor  St.  Cluir  wrote  further  to  the  iSecretary  of 
War  on  the  subject  of  the  above  better,  and  of  the  details  for  the  campaign, 
of  which  only  this  is  of  interest  now : 

Yesterday  Major  Heart  arrived  hero  from  Fort  Franklin,  and  by  him  I 
received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Proctor,  from  that  place,  of  the  IHh  inst.,  a 
copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  I  fear  the  delay  he  has  met  with  will  create 
some  embarrassments,  and  will  necessarily  delay  the  expedition  under  Gen- 
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COLUNKI.   pAItnEVr   TO    THE    ClYIt.    MAGISTRATES   AND    MlLTFAHT 
OFFIfERS  AT   GALm-OLIS. 

0A1.1.1POL1B,  Wasuisgtok  Col'xty.  May&Ji,  1791. 

Gentlemen : — The  Bitiiatiun  of  yoiir  settlement,  in  the  present  difr 
positiiin  of  tlic  p^nviigea,  demaods  much  more  cautiiin  and  vigilaniM 
thau  is  Dliscrved  by  the  iuhahitanta.  Whilst  ihpy  eontinuu  to  wtirft 
nut  singly  iipim  their  lots,  and  bo  far  removed  from  your  mnirt 
hody,  as  is  the  comniou  praclice.  they  are  liable  a\  every  moment 
1*1  be  nit  off'  hy  the  Indians,  whieh  might  be  guarded  against  with' 
out  any  obstruction  to  their  field  lahurs,  for  I  believe  it  has  been 
found  upou  experience  that  men  work  most  cheerfiilly  and  to  great- 
est udviiutage  in  parties.  A  sentinel  ought  to  be  posted  out,  to  givtf 
noiit'C  of  the  iipjiroach  of  an  enemy,  and  the  people,  h«\-ing  their 
arms  at  hand,  might  defend  themselves,  or  retire,  us  oocasion  should 
maki'  projier. 

Thi'  ]r>s.-^  of  liiit  n  single  man,  at  this  time,  would  have  such  ui 
u]diii|ii>y  I'tfW'i  uium  the  disposition  to  migrate  from  France,  as  might 
III'  ^('[isihlv  ('X[i<.Tiviicwl  fur  yf^nr?  in  this  young  eidony. 

If  11  general  iittii<-k  shnuld  lie  intended  ngaiufit  you,  it  would  most 
proljiibly  take  plm-c  In-twoen  daylight  and  i^im-rising.  You  should, 
iherefcire,  l>c  under  arms  jil  tlmt  time.     This  iitfcssity  c-an  not  long 
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To  preserve  your  men  in  health  is  an  important  object,  not  only 
as  it  respects  the  present  settlers,  but  in  order  to  establish  that  gen- 
eral reputation  for  salubrity  which  will  contribute  to  increase  most 
rapidly  your  population.  The  docility  and  good  disposition  of  the 
people  will,  I  am  persuaded,  constitute  the  police  necessary  to  this 
measure,  not  only  practicable  but  facile. 

I  have  your  interests  and  prosperity,  gentlemen,  very  much  at 
heart.  You  have  had  many  difficulties  to  encounter,  and  they  can 
not,  at  present,  altogether  cease.  The  task  of  settling  a  new  coun- 
try is  an  arduous  one,  but  it  is  not  without  its  pleasures ;  the  idea 
of  giving  birth  to  a  great  and  happy  establishment  is  a  glorious 
solace  amidst  all  the  hazards  and  hardships  to  which  you,  as  the  first 
settlers,  must  be  exposed.  My  exertions  will  never  be  wanting  for 
your  welfare. 

I  have  made  the  civil  and  military  appointments  from  the  best 
information  I  could  acquire,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  gentlemen,  you 
will  do  them  honor.  Under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  col- 
ony, it  is  impossible  for  government  to  notice  some  characters  who 
may  be  equally  worthy,  but  the  well-known  judgment  and  impar- 
tiality of  our  Governor  must  insure  all  future  attentions  that  shall 
be  due  to  merit ;  his  imimrtant  engagements  at  the  time  in  which 
your  interest,  gentlemen,  as  well  as  those  of  this  extensive  Terri- 
tory, and  the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  are  so  materially  con- 
cerned, could  not  now  admit  of  his  presence.  He  will,  however,  I 
trust,  soon  bestow  uiK)n  you  the  blessings  of  peace,  and,  having  ter- 
minated successfully  the  expedition  against  our  enemies,  have  it  in 
his  power  to  form  and  establish  for  you  such  regulations  as  your 
particular  circumstances  may  require  and  his  wisdom  devise. 

I  shall  leave  with  you  a  copy  of  the  laws  and  ordinances  for  the 
government  of  this  Territory,  a  due  observance  of  which  will  con- 
tribute very  much  to  your  happiness. 

I  can  not  close  this  letter,  gentlemen,  without  expressing  my  ad- 
miration for  the  industry  and  very  handsome  improvements  of  this 
settlement.  Your  plantations  have,  many  of  them,  the  complexion 
of  years,  and  are  a  most  convincing  testimony  that  you  possess  some 
cf  the  qualifications  of  excellent  citizens,  and  valuable  members  of 
community. 


General  St.  Clair  to  Brigadier-General  Scott. 

Fort  Waoiiington,  May  18,  1791. 
Sir; —    ...     I  mentioned  to  you  that  I  did  not  wish,  at  this 
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uiiiiiu'iit,  to  prefis  tlio  i^imnitncumont  of  your  march,  but  mtlicr  tliat  J 
a  few  days  siinulii  Iw  whilud  nway,  prorided  it  could  be  done  with-  | 
nut  iU  U'ing  ilisc'ivcred  that  tho  dcUiy  was  au  atrected  ( 
Bnusibk'  this  is  ii  delicate  pniot,  nud  that,  if  it  was  diiwuvia*!!,  ttitlier 
to  iiiirca^c  in  ilif  injops  au  impatjouco  for  moviug,  or  to  discourage 
them.  The  same  reasons,  however,  esiat  now  a»  at  the  time  I  liad 
the  pleasure  tu  conimunicate  them,  and,  as  you  are  sentiiblu  of  the 
waigbt  of  tho^e  reo-soiiH,  I  ant  sure  of  your  raauKging  it  so  fu  to 
avoid  biitli  tliosp  rdu^equenfes.  Without  detailiug  to  Unloncl  Mcnt- 
gez,  I  have  rerjuesled  him  not  to  press  tho  muster  uutil  tho  dis- 
position has  Ik-cu  made  of  yoiir  pmvisiuus  and  ammunition,  and 
have  meiitioued  that  it  was  my  wish  your  march  should  not  be 
taken  up  liet'iirc  Ihe  24th  iust 

You  wiTi'  pleuseil  to  express  a  desire  that  an  officer  might  be  left 
at  tlie  nuiiilli  of  the  Kentucky,  for  the  purpose,  perhaps,  of  mua- 
terju^  the  voluutcera  on  their  return;  but,  besides  that  it  would  be 
incimvenient  to  loavo  an  officer  there,  tlmt  route  for  their  return 
aeeniH  to  l)e  precluded  by  your  instructions ;  for,  as  I  fervently  wisb 
and  ciiufideully  expect  yoii  will  brin^  not  a  few  pricouen=,  they  are 
Uy  be  Ciirrii'd  mid  .lelivercd  U^  llio  tMUDUiiiidin!,'  offi<-er  of  s')mo"post 
of  th,-  riLil>..l  Sl:it<.s  Lip.m  tlio  <.)lii,,;  Hint  hchig  the  ciise.  you  will 
pri>l>:ilily  liud  ihis  piisl  tiie  iiin.^t  ciMiveiiieiit  in  every  view.     OrderP, 
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Be  pleased  to  present  my  respects  to  General  Wilkinson,  Mr. 
Brown,  and  any  other  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  the  honor  of  being 
known. 


General  St.  Clair  to  Israel  Ludlow. 

Fort  Washington,  May  19/A,  1791. 

Sir: — ^I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  respecting  certain 
surveys,  which  you  have  been  directed  to  make  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

The  completion  of  these  surveys  arc  imjwrtant  to  the  United 
States,  and  it  would  afi<jrd  me  pleasure  to  put  it  in  your  ix)wer  to  ful- 
fill the  instructions  you  have  rcmved  immediately  and  effectually, 
but  circumstances  do  not  admit  y«)ur  l)eiug  furni.shed  with  a  proper 
escort  at  this  moment,  for  I  am  far  from  thinking  fifteen  men  would 
be  sufficient,  more  especially  as  that  jwrt  which  you  consider  as  most 
necessary  to  ha  exit'cuted  first,  Jiiid  which  you  would  outer  upon  im- 
mediately, would  carry  you  a  ^rcat  dislance  into  the  cmintry.  It  is 
mo.«t  probable  that  in  tlu*  course  of  this  summer  and  full  the  busi- 
ness may  Ix^  done  without  risk,  and  1  shall  notify  von  when  the  time 
arrives  at  which  it  maylH'  |)ro])er  for  you  to  be^nn  it.  In  the  mean- 
time, as  you  inform  me  that  the  line  of  the  Miami  purchase  has 
l)een  measured  along  the  Ohio,  and  the  i)lace  (jf  In'trinning  known, 
it  will  h^}  projKT  that  you  shouhl  mark  that  i)lace  in  a  c(>nspicuous 
and  iKjrmanent  manner  to  prevent  tre^j)ass(»s  being  ignomntly  though 
innocently  committed  ui)on  the  unaliiMiated  lands  of  the  United 
States,  which  may  involve  indivitluals  in  disagreeable,  and  to  them, 
perha|)s,  ruinous  consequences. 


Go\t:rnor  St.  Claii:  to  Alexandku  Hamilton. 

Foijt  Wasiilv(;t()x,  May  27}th,  1701. 
Sir: — A  few  days  ago,  Mr.  Ludlow  presented  to  me  the  instruc- 
tions he  had  received  from  you  f«)r  comj)leting  the  surveys  (jf  certain 
tracts  of  land  in  this  Territory  c(>ntnicted  for  with  the  late  Board  of 
Treasury,  and  rcqu(»stcd  an  escort  of  trooj»s  to  enable  him  to  comi)ly 
with  those  instructions.  The  situation  of  affairs  and  the  present 
weakness  of  the  gan-ison  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  furnish  him  with 
the  necessary  escort;  but  on  perusing  the  instructions,  to  my  aston- 

having  had  its  origin  with  the  offio«.'rs  who  comnitinded  the  expedition.     The 
above  letter  discloses  the  real  author. 
Vol.  11—14. 
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ishiui'iit  I  fiiund  that  tbe  purchase  made  by  Judge  S^tinmes  did  not 
extend  turlhi'i-  iiji  the  Ohio  than  twenty  miles  frum  the  mouth  of 
tho  (iri-ai  Jliami  Kiver.  He  bad  given  out  ami  publiwhwl  indeed  to 
the  wi'rld  lluil  he  had  contracted  for  al!  ihe  lands  to  a  certain  dia- 
tance  ndrtlierly,  which  were  contaiiiai  between  tiie  Little  and  the 
Great  Miamica  as  cjastern  and  western  houudarics.  On  my  first  ar-  | 
rival  in  thii;  part  of  the  Territory,  I  found  the  Judge  horc  aod  a 
number  of  people  settled  already,  to  whom  he  had  aold  lands  iiir  to 
the  eastward  of  the  twenty  miles-  It  never  could  have  entered  into 
my  hcHld  that  any  jiers^on,  much  less  one  invested  with  a  resjtectable 
public  (.'hiinictcT,  had  published  a  falsehood,  was  persisting  in  it,  and 
availing  liiin,si.'lt'  iif  the  pecuniary  advantages  following  from  it. 
Tiie  settle uifut,  ihcrefore,  met  with  all  the  countenance  which  I 
could  jrive  it,  which  1  conceived  to  be  a  duty  I  then  owed  to  the  ad- 
vcnturiTs  and  tn  the  United  Slates;  but  I  see  I  was  wrong,  and 
find  mvi-eU'  iu  a  \'cry  disagreeable  predicament,  having  clothed  , 
many  persons  with  eivil  and  military  authority  whom  it  waa  mors  ' 
properly  my  duty  to  have  removed,  and  so  far  eanctioned  their  in- 
tru^i'iuf*  ou  the  laiidw  nf  tho  Uniiwi  States.  As  i^oon  as  possilile 
after  ibis  discovery  I  wrote  ii  letter  tr.  Judfje  Synimes.  of  which  the 
tnclosiiiv  \i).  1  is  ii  I'lipy,  and  Nn.  '2  !iis  aiiswiT,  wliieh  I  received 
this  diiy.'  The  iiiiswcr  d'H's  uitt  ;i|>pe:ir  iu  iiuy  wise  sat i [^factory,  for 
it  is  ih.;ir  tiial  thntiu'li  tlinv  h;ul  \>i-rn  a  |iroji.>siil  fi.r  a  contract  dif- 
il-retit  ti-.nu  ihut  outeivd  iiiL),  it  liad  never  been  more  than  a  pro- 
pii.^1  ;  iuid  !!<■  luis  liven  Hlliii^-  llie  hitids  of  tlu^  I'rdtcd  States  npon 
the  Lillle  Xiauii.  wliieh  he  hiid  not  e.mtrart.'d  fur.  to  pay  for  lands 
his  a.L;euts  luid  eoritraeled  ior  in  his  oaiue  u[«in  the  Great  Miami. 
As  s<".u  as  it  is  praetical.le,  -Mr.  Ludluiv  shall  be  enabled  Iu  fulKll 
your  urdrrs.  Iu  the  nieauliine,  I  aiu  uiucli  at  a  loss  what  course  I 
either  do  I  know  very  well  where 

ilhiii  the  sphere  of  your  office,  I 

ry  into  execution  any  instructions 

ive.      If  it  does  not  lall  within 

r  ol'  your  fricn<ily  advice. 

at  present,  and  it  may  l>e  proper 

di  ii  pruchitiiatioii,  warning  all  [lerf^ons  against 

ud  permitting  the  oceniwiney  of  the  present  set- 

iire  of  (.'oTigrp.-'s  .shall  Iw  known.      To  remove 

dune,  would  l>e  ruin  to  them,  and  they  are  inno- 

enrresjwmdiTico  is  iiiilienH'(l  iu  Iho  text  with  fiiifficient 
action  taken  is  shown  by  the  proclamation  following. 


uiipl.t  1„ 

lliil.l   ivith   lllOM.  Mttl. 

to  aiklr.., 

,  lliv.-rlf  f„r  .linrlio, 

If  it  i. 

i    11    l>ll-iriv^r<    tllLlt    til 

.hall  lit-  1 

La|>[iy  til  mvivu  ami 

,vl,i,*  yo, 

,  ,„ay  tliiak  ,„■..,,,■,■ 

yi'UT  cillii-( 

',  uiiiv  I  reijni'st  the 

It  «.,■,!, 

s  to  me  that  nil  I  ea 
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cent,  not  willful  trespassers ;  and,  to  revoke  the  commissions  that 
have  been  granted,  would  leave  them  in  a  state  of  anarchy.  Ex- 
cuse, I  entreat  you,  the  liberty  I  have  taken  to  trouble  you  with  the 
dilemma  I  am  caught  in,  and  believe  me,  with  every  sentiment  of 
respect  and  esteem,  &c/ 

*  As  promised  in  tlie  above  letter,  the  Governor  issued  a  proclamation 

warning  the  inhabitants  of  their  situation.    This  he  first  submitted  to  Judge 

Symmes,  who  wrote  an  earnest  letter,  asking  that  the  step  be  not  taken ;  but 

as  the  Governor  felt  that  he  had  been  deceived  and  that  delay  would  only 

make  matters  worse,  he  issued  the  following  proclamation,  which  led  to  a 

lengthy  correspondence  between  him  and  Judge  Symmes,  and  secured  the 

active  hostility  of  the  latter  in  later  years,  when  party  politics  were  running 

high. 

August  23,  1791. 

Proclamation  by  His  Excellexct,  ARTinrR  St.  Clair. 

"Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  mo  that  certain  persons,  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Miami  purchase,  have  taken 
it  upon  themselves  to  sell  and  dispose  of  divers  tnicts  and  parcels  of  land, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  lyin<;  and  being  to  tliu  eastward  of  a  line 
to  be  drawn  from  a  place  upon  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  Kiver  exactly  twenty 
miles  following  the  several  courses  of  tlie  same,  above  the  Great  Miami  Kiver 
parallel  to  the  general  course  of  that  river,  whereby  many  unwary  persons 
have  been  induced  to  make  settlements  upon  the  same  contrary  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  and  in  defiance  of  their  proclamation  ai^ainst 
the  making  settlements  on  any  of  the  public  lands  without  due  authority  for 
so  doing. 

It  is  hereby  made  known  that  the  lands  contracted  for  by  the  honorable 
John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  associates,  or  their  agents,  is  bounded  in  the 
manner  following,  viz:  "All  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate,  lyiiiL;  and 
being  in  the  western  country,  adjoining  to  the  Ohio  Kiver,  beginning  on  the 
bank  of  the  same  river,  at  a  spot  exactly  twenty  miles  distant,  along  the 
several  courses  of  the  same,  from  the  place  where  the  Great  Miami  Ki\er 
empties  itself  into  the  Great  Kiver  Ohio,  from  thence  extending  down  the 
said  river  Ohio  along  the  several  courses  thereof;  thence  up  the  said  .Miami 
River,  along  the  several  courses  thereof,  to  a  place  from  when(!e  a  line  drawn 
diie  east  will  intersect  a  line  drawn  from  the  place  of  beginning  aforesaid, 
parallel  with  the  general  course  of  the  Great  Miami  Kiver,  so  as  to  include 
one  million  of  acres  within  those  lines  and  tlie  said  river,  and  from  that  place 
upon  the  Great  River  Miami,  extending  along  such  lines  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning, containing  as  aforesaid  one  million  of  acres."  That  the  land  lying 
to  the  eastward  of  the  said  parallel  line,  from  the  Ohio,  to  where  it  may  in- 
tersect the  Little  Miami  Kiver,  and  from  thence  down  the  same  to  the  Ohio 
River  and  along  the  Ohio  River  to  the  place  before  mentioned,  where  tho 
parallel  line  begins,  is  as  yet  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  has  not 
been  aliened  or  sold  to  any  person  whosoever;  that  the  settlements  which 
have  been  made  upon  the  same  are  entirely  unauthorized,  and  tho  persons 
who  now  occupy  them  are  liable  to  bo  dispossessed  as  intruders,  and  to  have 
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General  St.  C^laie  to  the  Secretary  op  Wai 


FijRT  Wasuisgton,  Mitt/  26,  1791. 
^ra.4  not  uutil  the  5th  ingtant  tbat  I  arriyed  at  Lexlng*  i 
1  tlio  8tli  had  au  iutervicw  with  General  Scott.     The  tit-  f 


tlii<ir  luibkiitioiis  tk'striiyod;  and  that  thejr  iiro  not  trrnttid  in  tbut  mnnnar 
inimodmtHl^  is  owing  iiiiljr  to  tbe  circunislutiuM  tbat  tW;  wuru  made  to  bfr-i 
Ueve  Ihu  f  nrd  prupriPtnri  of  thn  Mkml  purnhate  Jiad  a  right  tn  iho  land, 
Knd  tci  givii  tiitiiii  nil  opportiinily  to  reproient  tbeir  ch«u  to  Oongr«M. 

And  I  ilii  lirri'liy  strii'tly  prohibit  all  pereona  tn  extend  the  acltlementB.  i 
tbey  bavt*  Hlrt-HUy  iniiiii'.  or  tti  form  now  eeltlumcnts  lo  tbs  onstWRTil  of  th»   I 
ararcaiiiil  iii.rnl1<>l  ilm-,  »iid  within  that  lino,  the  Litlln  Miami,  hiiij  thn  Obto    I 
Rirpr,  until  tljii  jilpn^iirp  of  Congtwa  Iti  llii'  prBmuies  sbull  be  madt!  known,. 
B9  tliry  -Imll  uri-wTT  till'  conlr«ry  at  their  pnril. 

Ahil,  v,-lnTi-[i-.  it  i!>.  iu'ce»8Bry  thai  a  corlaiii  trarl  err  parcel  wf  land  adjacent  ( 
tn  iiikI  h-iii'j^  i-i'iind  h'lirt  Wttihington  ihould  Im  tn  »purl  uiid  tvtirved  for  , 
putilli'  iiri.-,  I  \iu\-u  onlcri^d  the  Mine  tn  bo  dene,  and  Ii.  ia  bnnndMl  lnllioinui<  J 
ncr  foU'ivfiri^',  v<x:  li('i;iniung  on  the  bank  of  thn  Uhio  Hiver,  at  the  raiddl»  ] 
of  the  strcnt  which  pnsiisi  to  the  wmtvrnrd  nf  thn  hon*n  where  Bartle  and 
Strong  now  live  im^  riinniti!-  from  Ibence  with  Iho  aiiid  rivt'r  tn  tho  I 
Sid.!  of  Di'pr  Crp.-I;,  frm,.  t\u-u<v.  ruTiiiiii"  ii>.r(h  fiflrrn  di-groo^  tliirty  min- 
uU'<  V.—U  one  liiin.ln^l  i.ii.l  Uvuly  |".n-]i.-,  :„n\   lV,.iii  Ihi-iR'c  l.y  nrui'with  a 

midrlLi  nf  tho  *trf'-t  n(or--m-].  llir'hnn  dr>wn  tho  iiiMillu  ..f  tho  =iiid  street  to 
tin-  ].]„<:.■■■(  lH--iiLiiinL-.  :iii.i  nil  llm  h,u.[  lyin^  uinl  h.-\„-^  witiiiii  tliiw  Iwrniid- 
iirii  ~.  i^  li.T,.|,_v  si'l  iip:in  himI  rr.sm-v.-d  Tt  puldi.-  iw.  until  Cnngre-.?  sbiill 
d,l.Tiiiii:rolli,Twi-i'.  Ami  idl  p.>r-..ii.-  :ir.'  liiT.  l._v  stri.'lly  forimldon  (neat 
d..wii.  i--,i-yy  iiM^iy,  or  nlhirivi^,.  r|,.-iiny  ;i|jy  linili.T,  (Tft^.  or  ivond  th.it  iiiiiy 


•.^  took  this  iidrlcc  and  hi 


'■<l  Ixawcpn  till'  upper  line 

tniPt  was  Judge  Tiiruor.    He 

c  Iraprovcinuiils.  The  Onv- 
ror'Kil  nniice,  nml  of  tlic  risk 
ity  of  n  JiidfTP  of  the  I'nllwl 
I'nee  lo  Bovtrnnn'iit.    Judge 
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tended  expedition  from  Kentucky,  I  was  glad  to  find,  was  not  in  so 
great  forwardness  as  had  been  expected,  as  thereby  any  detention  on 
my  part  was  rendered  unnecessary.  A  great  many  people  had  pre- 
sented themselves  as  volunteers,  and,  on  the  15th,  they  were  to 
meet  at  Frankfort,  twenty  miles  from  Lexington,  for  the  formation 
of  the  battalions  and  companies,  and  the  choice  of  the  officers ; 
and,  on  the  20th,  to  rendezvous  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky 
River,  the  place  that  had  been  chosen  from  whence  to  take  their 
departure,  and  which  fully  met  my  approbation.  General  Scott 
seemed  to  be  under  some  uneasiness  at  being  restrained  to  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  alleging  that,  as  more  had  oflered  themselves, 
to  have  refused  any  might  have  disgusted  the  whole;  but,  from 
other  information,  I  believe  the  whole  will  not  much,  if  at  all,  exceed 
the  stipulated  number.  On  the  9th,  I  went  to  Danville  to  visit 
Mr.  Innes  and  Mr.  Brown,  and  returned  on  the  lOth  to  Lexington, 
fmm  whence  I  prf)ceedcd  across  the  country  to  this  place,  where  I 
arrived  on  the  15tli.  On  the  l!)tli,  Colonel  Mentgez  wiis  sunt  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Kentucky  to  nuis?ter  the  i)arty,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
I  forwarded  five  hundred  pound.'^  of  rifl<'  powder,  on(*  thousand 
pounds  of  lead,  fifteen  hundrcnl  tiints,  and  some  t<K)ls  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  rafts,  which  were  denunnUd  hy  (leneral  Seott. 

Although  tlie  season  was  so  liir  a(lvanee<l  as  to  Hinder  it  proj^r 
for  the  j)arty  to  begin  their  nianrli,  yet,  as  there  was  no  account  of 
Colonel  Proctor,'  I  was  willing  it  should  1h'  delayed  a  little,  pro- 
vided that  the  delay  <lid  not  aj)pear  to  he  premeditated.  Colonel 
Mentgez  was,  therefore,  directed  not  to  hurry  the  muster,  and,  as 

of' Judge  iSymnios'  purclmso  niid  the  Little  Miuini,  and  claimini;  titles  from 
him,  that  tin.*  (iovJTiiur  has  been  olKcially  iiifurnied  by  the  Secretary  ofStuto 
that  lie  has  required  from  .Judge  Syrnnies  an  explatuttiou  of  liis  proceedings, 
and  is  further  inMrueted  by  the  i^aid  Secretary,  that  thounh  it  is  the  duty 
and  determination  of  tlie  executive  to  see  tliat  no  encr<.»achments  be  made 
on  the  public  lands — yet  as  the  settlers  in  this  instance  appear  to  have  acted 
with  got)d  faith,  to  notify  them  that  due  attention  will  be  paid  to  that  cir- 
cumstance, and,  in  the  meantime,  they  are  not  to  b<'  disturbed. 
"All  persons  so  settled  are  hereby  notilied  accordingly." 

^  After  forming  a  plan  of  campaign,  the  Government  had  sent  Colonel 
Proctor  to  the  Miami  Indians,  via  Niagara,  where  he  was  to  solicit  the  aid 
of  the  Six  Nations  in  his  effort  to  bring  about  a  peace  with  the  Miamis. 
The  President  was  anxious  that  the  warlike  expedition  should  not  be  under- 
taken until  after  Colonel  Proctor  should  have  attempted  his  mission  of  peacfl, 
And  reported  the  result  to  General  St.  Clair  at  Fort  Washington.  Colonel 
Proctor  failed,  and  eventually  returned  to  Philadelphia.  But  hearing  noth- 
ing from  him,  and  the  season  advancing,  St.  Clair  directed  General  Scott  to 
proceed. 
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the  distributing  the  nm munition  and  provisions  would  take  I 
tiaii-,  til  cimtrive  malteraao  as  thai  they  might  ni>l  be  in  readiuesa 
to  move  until  the  24lh,  hojiiug  that  the  0)100?!  might  arrive  by 
tliat  time ;  hut  thert  is  no  uvw*  uf  Uitii  ut  all,  and  I  now  much  fear 
that  there  nevur  will  he,  Should  h«  havii  gi>t  Ui  [iiu  MSnmi  villages, 
and  the  Indians  1k'  williug  to  liat«n  to  tcrm«  of  ncwmimodtttinn,  tha 
innrch  of  this  jiarty  will  Iw  an  unfortunate  event,  and  bear  an  uir 
of  disingeuuousufiw  and  dvncit  that  I  whould  be  extremely  sorry  fur; 
but  to  have  delayed  longer  would  pndiuhly  liave  discouraged  them. 
80  much  119  to  hnvf  prevented  their  pniwvdiug  at  a  Uler  day. 

I  was  sorry  tii  (iiid  that  tho  meiwiirc  of  u  voluuteor  expedition 
calculated  expiv-.-sly  lu  gratify  tho  people  of  Kentucky  Iwd  not  en- 
tirely liad  its  vfiirt,  hut,  on  tho  contrary,  had  di>gu!it*!d  some  who 
are  supposed  in  !"■  inttiit-ntial  charaelcrs — among  thost'  are  Uio  dA- 
onela  Logan  tuid  Shelby.  Their  disgU»t  arises,  however,  from  be- 
ing disnppuiut'd  in  the  chief  CO  mm  Aud,  tu  which  they  both  aspired, 
unit  both  lliun^ht  themselves  of  too  much  eoniietiuence  to  eerve  in  tb 
xecoudary  Htatinn.  (\douel  Shelby,  notwithstanding,  lias  done  eT- 
crv  thini:  to  i'nrwunl  llie  lnisiiie:^=.  whih-  Logan  hns  thrown  raneh 
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amounting  to  upward  of  two  hundred,  were  delivered  over  to  a 
Major  Whitley,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  militia,  to  take  back 
to  Kentucky ;  that  many  of  them  ar^  yet  about  St.  Vincennes,  in 
possession  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  out  of  ninety-six  oxen  which 
Major  Whitley  set  out  with  from  the  Falls,  he  took  but  twenty  to 
Fort  Knox,  which  was  the  cause  of  Major  Hamtramck  returning 
so  soon,  and  attempting  so  little  against  the  Indians.  I  have  writ- 
ten to  Major  Hamtramck  this  day  to  have  what  horses  are  about 
St.  Vincennes  collected  and  sold  to  the  best  advantage,  and  to  state 
circumstances  respecting  those  that  have  been  lost,  and  have  them 
authenticated,  as  also  respecting  the  cattle,  that  the  United  States 
may  be  exonerated,  if  it  should  ap]Xiar  proper. 

Upon  my  arrival  here,  I  found  General  Harmar,  as  I  had  ex- 
pected, exceedingly  chagrined,  and  determined  to  retire.  I  assure 
you  that,  whatever  may  have  been  thought  of  his  late  ex|)edition, 
he  is  an  excellent  officer,  and  his  quitting  the  service  will  be  a  loss. 
He  continues  in  the  command  of  this  garrison  at  j)rei5ont,  but  will 
hold  it  no  longer  than  until  the  court  of  inquiry,  which  he  informs 
me  he  has  requested,  can  be  as-semhlcd,  and  he  is  extremely  anx- 
ioui*  that  it  should  take  j)lacc  without  loss  of  time. 

Li  my  letter  of  the  1st  of  May,  I  requested  that  you  would  be 
pleased  to  direct  the  militia  employed  on  the  frontiers  to  be  dis- 
charged at  such  time  as  should  seem  proper,  as  far  as  Kanawha  in- 
clusive, for  at  this  distance,  and  with  the  little  and  uncertain  inter- 
course with  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  judge  of  the  circumstances  which  might  render  it  proper  or 
otherwise.*  I  niiLst  repeat  the  request,  for  I  have  not  an  iota  of  in- 
telligence by  which  to  judge  whether  they  are  necessary  or  useful 
or  not,  and  I  have  received  no  returns  but  what  were  forwanled  at 
that  time.  Those  employed  on  the  frontiers  of  Kentucky  it  will  bo 
proi)er  to  continue  until  the  return  of  the  volunteers.  Sliould  that 
party  be  successful,  it  is  to  he  hojwd  they  may  be  dismissed  with 
propriety  and  with  contentment  to  the  country.  At  present  it 
would  be  otherwise.  In  that  letter  I  likewise  suggested  that  the 
sending  dispatcher  over  land  to  Richmond  would  be  a  more  certain 
and  eligible  nKxle  of  conveyance  than  by  the  river,  but  I  was  mis- 
taken. The  distance  from  hence  to  Danville  is  upwards  of  one 
hundred  miles,  and  three  days'  march,  at  least,  through  a  coun- 
try entirely  uninhabited,  and  from  Danville  to  Richmond  is  at 
Jea^t  seven  hundred  miles,  part  of  it  under  the  same  or  greater 

^The  letter  of  1st  May  contained  nothing  that  is  not  better  explained  in 
this  letter.    Hence,  it  is  omitted. 
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difBcultips.     The  river,  thea,  uiuat  be  die  way ;  and,  as  soon  a 
reinforcement  arrives,  meoeurea  shall  be  taken  to  etfcct  a  weekly 
commiinica.ti<iU  with  PittebtirgI).     At  present  it  is  impossible. 

The  present  fit  fur  duty  at  tliis  post,  on  the  firet  day  of  thia 
month,  amoimted  tn  jiixty-two  only.  My  anxiety  for  Colonel  Proo- 
tor  ia  very  great.  Tlie  Six  XaliouB  have,  I  fear,  rei'uscd  to  go  witii 
hinj,  and  he  has  undertaken  It  without  them,  and  bos  fallen  a 
sacrifice  to  savaije  Iwirbarity;  for,  ha<!  they  gone  with  him,  and 
those  ludiana  were  willing  to  hear  him,  though  nothing  was  de- 
cided, he  and  they  would  have  found  means  to  infiirra  me. 

A  party  of  five  Indians  came  williin  two  miles  of  this  fort  two 
days  api.  and  earrieil  off  a  man.  Their  track  coiuinp  in  was  di»- 
covercd  liy  a  jMirly  tliut  had  Iwc.n  twnt  out  by  General  Harm ar  about 
a.  ti)rtiiii;iit  hcfiirc,  who  followed  them  with  all  possible  espedltion, 
but  tlieylnt^t  tlie  inick  when  they  came  near  the  settlement.  It  , 
would  .•^e'-m  that  tJu-'  nbject  of  this  party  was  to  take  a  prisoner  for 
the  wike  of  inli'llii:riice,  as  Ihey  wnnt  off  again  witli  the  utmost  er- 
jjediliou  they  cniihl  oiake. 

I  liave  livard  untiling  from  General  f^evicr ;  neither  do  I  know 
bow  the  mTiiilitifr  r-n-  tile  Ifvies  goes  ol.  i[i  his-iiuirters,  nor,  iudee<l, 
in  uiiv  niluT,  and  vm  v\il]  be  pleiw.l  to  observe  that  I  ciin  know 
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[Eitrrttt.]  Wau  DKPAiiTMKST,  /(»w  9,  1791. 

Mr.  Ilodgiiou,  the  ipuirteruiaster,  mt  out  fmm  Carlisle  on  the 

7tU  instant,  ami  will  !>e  at  Fort  I'iit  by  the  12th  or  13tb.     He  is 

amply  furni,«heil  with  tlie  means  of  olitaiuiug  every  thing  that  shall 
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be  wanting  for  the  campaign,  and  I  have  directed  him  to  take  your 
advice  upon  such  preparations  as  you  may  deem  essential,  and 
which  have  not  already  been  done. 

As  the  representative  of  the  public  in  the  preparations  of  the 
campaign,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  and  it  is  most  certainly  my  inclination, 
that  every  article,  however  minute,  should  be  furnished,  and  I  have 
given  the  directions  accordingly. 

From  the  activity  of  Mr.  Hodgdon  and  his  ample  funds,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  all  things  in  the  quartermaster's  department  will  be 
prepare<l  in  due  season.^ 

From  the  returns  of  the  provisions  which  you  transmitted  me,  it 
appears  that  such  a  quantity  of  flour  is  already  purchaswl  that  no 
apprehensions  may  be  entertained  on  that  account.  Until  the  ex- 
pedition shall  take  place,  and  during  the  operations  of  the  troops, 
dependence  must  be  placed  on  live  cattle. 

The  posts  to  be  established  will  require  six  months*  salted  meat, 
and  the  other  part.s  of  the  rations  in  ])r()portion.  Tliis  ()l)jeet  the 
contractor  has  promised  to  attend  to,  and,  from  his  inforiiiaticm, 
there  will  Im?  no  disappointment. 

I  am  well  satisfied  that  ^Major  Butler  has  boon  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Eastern  Battalion  of  levies  in  tliis  »Stato.  I  hope 
the  remainin)^  company  will  soon  be  filled  and  marchc<l. 

The  object  of  Colonel  Proctor's  mission  havinjj^  failrd,  of  which 
he  informed  you,  (reneral  8t.  Clair  will  no  longer  restrain  the  expe- 
dition under  General  Scott. 

I  am  iwrsuadod  that  you  transmitted  to  General  St.  Clair  the 
whole  of  Colonel  Proctors  dispatches,  because  on  his  early  receipt 
thereof  much  will  (le])end. 

You  will  not  retain  more  troops  on  the  upper  ])arts  of  the  Ohio 
than  shall  be  necessary  for  the?  defensive  protection  of  the  frontiers. 
All  l>evond  that  number  you  will  order  down  the  river  to  head- 
quarters. 

I  inclose  you,  in  confidence,  an  estimate  of  the  troo])s  who  have 
marched  and  who  will  march  in  the  course  of  the  present  niontii. 

The  recruiting  service  has  been  very  dull  in  New  IIami)sliire, 
Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island.  In  (-onnecticut  it  has  l>een  l)et- 
ter.  I  hoi)e,  however,  to  march  five  hundred  regulars — three  years' 
men — in  the  course  of  the  present  month,  but  this  includes  Doyle 

^  Every  thing  was  neglected  by  Mr.  Ilodgdon,  and  in  consequence  dire 
disaster  resulted. 
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nod  Beatty  auJ  nil  others  to  the  eastward.    This  number  b 
pliitcd  iu  the  niiniher  of  the  incloBed  estimate. 

As  we  shall  nut  hiive  all  the  thn-e  years'  nieo  I  was  induced  t 
hiipc  fur,  and  as  yoii  i^peiu  t<.i  think  that  a  company  of  leviefi  c 
be   raised   in  Fayetle,   I  hereby  milhorize  you  to  raise  one,  two, 
three,  or  even  four  companies  or  battalion  of  levies,  pro^nded  the    | 
iibject  could  be  certainly  accomplished  by  the  15th  or  20th  i>f  July, 
in  the  Uiijur  cjunlifs  of  Pennnylvania  and  Virginia. 

If  you  go  iulo  thit!  measure,  you  will  immediately  inform  me  and 
General  f^t.  C'lair  thrrenf.  You  could  appoint  the  officers,  and  as 
Stwn  as  the  Prrsidi'iii  of  the  United  Slates  shall  arrive,  which  will 
be  about  the  lioil  iu-lant,  the  commissions  shall  be  forwarded,  upoQ' 
the  uami>a  of  tliu  officers  being  c*rtifiefl  by  you. 


Onvr.Rsi'K  St.  Clair  to  Jctdge  Tukneb. 

Fort  WAsHOtaros,  June  19ft,  1791. 

Sir: — Tlu'  I'vouiii;.'  Iwfore  last  I  waw  favored  with  your  letter  of 
the  17th|'  :nn!  should  have  replied  to  it  without  delay,  had  I  not 
Iteen  ciisia^rcd  yc^tcrdiiv  in  oiIht  liiisiuer's.  I  thank  you,  sir,  for  the 
seutimi'ulH  of  [Ri-soim!  ri's|>i>(-t  cxjircsscd  in  that  letter,  and  beg  you 
to  bt^ievo  they  !irc  ri'ciprocjd,  and  that  I  am  iit  least  as  auxiouH  that 
the  laws  slioid.l  not  lie  trampled  upon  as  you,  sir,  it  l>eing  particularly 
my  duty  to  ,'^ue  that  they  are  earried  into  execution,  and  that  I  feel 
for  (he  dignity  of  the  I'liited  Slates  as  much  as  any  man  can. 

The  tr.msiietion  iif  the  27lh  ultimo  n'ferred  to,  is,  I  suppose,  as 
yon  have  slaleil  it,  i'xce]»tiiig  as  to  ihc  nole,  which  though  conceived 
in  terms  suffieienlly  polite,  ajipeared  to  nie  to  Ik;  not  altogether 
projier,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  iuiorm  you,  for  it  contained  a  direction 
that  the  prisoner  shouhl  l,e  detiiiiied  in  safe  custody  until  delivered 
by  due  course  of  law,  and  being  so  "subjoined  to  the  warrant  of 
Cuminitment"  to  the  slierifi',  it  had  all  the  apjH^irance  of  an  authori- 
tative precept,  and  I  Siupposc  was  inlended  to  have  that  effect, 
though  coiichpd  in  the  i'orin  of  a  i-etpiest,  and  I  find,  by  the  tenor 
of  your  letter,  I  was  not  mistaken  in  having  so  understood  it,' 

I  can  not  be  positive  almut  the  words  of  my  answer  to  the  sheriff, 
having  been  awakened  out  of  my  sleeji  bi  n^eeive  your  note,  and  had 

'Thp  prelliiiiMiiry  •■orn^ijiondpiipo  i^  nut  cfi'iiliul.  ua  tlio  fHcta  are  slated  in 
lie  abovfi  ktUT  wiili  mllicii'iit  i-l™ rn >.■.-< . 

*J«<igc  Turner  hiul  given  .in  nrdiT  of  00111111111110111,  and  eommiindod  Col- 
onel Trueiniiii,  of  Kort  Wni^liinulnn.  ti>  leei^ive  mid  guard  tlie prisoner.    Tha 
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been  more  than  two  hours  iu  bed,  which  was  not  a  vory  proper  time 
for  business  of  that  nature.  The  gates  of  the  fort  had  long  been  shut, 
and  the  officer  of  the  day  did  wrong  in  admitting  either  the  sheriff 
or  his  prisoner  at  that  time  of  the  night,  had  every  thing  also  been 
as  it  should  have  been,  but  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  told  the 
sheriff  that  since  the  man  was  in  the  fort  the  guard  should  look 
after  him  for  that  night,  but  that  he  must  not  consider  himself  as 
discharged  of  him,  and  must  take  him  away  in  the  morning  and 
secure  him  as  he  could,  for  which  he  was  answerable;  otherwise,  he 
would  be  dismissed  when  the  guard  was  relieved.  The  plain  and 
obvious  meaning  of  which  w^as  that,  for  that  night,  as  it  was  a  case 
of  emergency,  I  would  allow  the  sheriff  to  use  the  guard-house  as 
lis  jail,  and  for  no  longer. 

I  recollect,  sir,  in  conversation  with  you  upon  this  very  affair,  to 
have  mentioned  the  impropriety,  as  it  struck  me,  of  confining  pris- 
oners guilty  of  offenses  against  the  municipal  law  to  military 
guards — to  have  suggested  a  doubt  whether  if  an  officer  did  receive 
and  detain  them,  he  would  not  be  liable  to  an  action  for  false  im- 
prisonment, and  whether  if  they  should  escaj)e  or  be  dismissed,  an  ac- 
tion would  lie  against  the  officer  for  the  escape.  I  am  not  sure  that 
you  gave  any  opinion,  but  from  your  manner,  I  thought  I  had  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  doubts  did  not  appear  to  you  to  be  entirely 
groundless. 

And  now,  sir,  to  your  question,  which  I  have  not  the  least  hesita- 
tion in  answering,  and  you  will  always  find  me  ready,  in  the  best 
manner  I  can  to  answer  any  question  you  may  think  proper  and 
necessary  to  propose  to  me  in  your  official  character,  whether  it 
comes  forward  with  **  firmness"  or  with  diffidence.  The  trooj)s  of  the 
United  States  are  certainly  paid,  among  other  things,  for  the  j)r<> 
tection  of  the  people  and  Government,  but  the  manner  in  wliich 
that  protection  is  to  be  applied  is  not,  I  i)resume,  within  the  ])ro- 
vince  of  a  judge  or  a  justice  to  determine,  nor  of  all  of  them 
together. 

No  military  servant  of  the  sovereign  authority  may  at  his  pleasure 
remit  the  punishment,  or  release  the  body  of  a  prisoner  committed 
by  that  very  authority  for  a  breach  of  its  laws.  It  is  not  the  busi- 
ness of  a  military  servant  of  the  sovereign  authority  to  take  cogniz- 


form  of  the  commitment  and  request  was  objected  to  as  being  liable  to  estab- 
lish a  bad  precedent;  and  there  was  the  further  objection  to  using  the  mili- 
tary guard-house  for  the  purpose  of  confining  persons  charged  with  all  man- 
ner of  crimes. 
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ance  of  breaches  of  the  l&ws,  neltlier  has  he  any  iblu^  to  do  with 
the  confiueincQt  or  release  of  Buch  i>er*nw  us  iniiy  offend  therein. 

What  happened  Irefore  my  taking;  the  command  of  the  troope  I 
know  not;  if  ymi  mean,  however,  what  you  have  said  alwut  " per- 
sons haring  hccn  (.■(•nimitted  to  the  custody  of  the  military  at  dift 
ferent  lini<»  and  unduly  dia(^ha^ged,"  us  a  matter  of  t'omplatntt 
which  I  should  supjtose  yuu  do  a«  you  «ay  you  think  it  your  special 
duty  to  mentiou  it ;  it  miist  be  more  explicit  before  I  can  make  any 
intjuiry  alwml  thy  matter.  This,  however,  I  know  that  Geiieml 
Harrafir  never  refused  to  allow  hii§  guard-houses  to  he  used  occasion- 
ally by  the  sheriflii  wlieu  I  have  requeshid  it  for  ihem  as  an  accom- 
modatiou,  and  I  huve  liad  several  ocuoEions  to  request  it,  but  li 
never  entered  into  my  head  to  demand  it  as  a  right — if  I  bad,  X 
think  lie  wduUI  not  have  been  in  his  duty  if  he  had  not  refused  it 
As  it  eccms  to  l>e  considered  in  that  light  now,  it  is  time  to  put  an, 
end  hi  it. 

It  is  tiie  duly  of  the  eberiS',  sir,  to  provide  a  jail  nntil  one  shall 
bo  ereeted ;  if  he  can  get  no  other  he  may  make  a  jail  of  his  own 
hum- :  and  he  luis  l.ecn  ordered  to  provide  u  jail— if  be  will  not  I 
will  di-phiee  liim  ini.i  ai-iiuiiit  ariotjier,  and  every  necessary  aid  from 
the  iiiililiirv,  cillicr  in  >n|ii>rt-.-i[iir  tunudls,  iippruj lending  ofTcudors, 
and  .-;itMv  keeriir.-  llioin  \\\wn  uppn'hende.l.  In  whi.-h   (lie  power  of 
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V  fully  iuiswered.  I  have  none  to  pro- 
your  Dfbcial  eliai-jieter;  hut  I  presume 
>(tieer,  i  have  a  ri^ht  to  ask  the  opinion 
111  in  rcs|K'ct  of  law  that  may  arise  in 
ulive  fluty;  and  iliat  it  h  their  duty  to 
under  tluil  iin])ression  so  soon  as  the 
11)  can  Ir-  got  together,  I  shall  require 
ing  jioints,  and  they  are  thrown  out  to 
them  in  your  niiud  uutil  one  or  more  of 

immit  a  citizen  who  may  have  been  con- 

itary  guard-house,  the  government  of 
mbjected  to  the  sheriff? 
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« 

Whether  a  military  officer,  detaining  a  civil  prisoner  under  a 
guard  of  armed  soldiers,  who  could  lawfully  be  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  sheriff'  only,  would  not  be  liable  to  an  action  for  false 
imprisonment,  by  what  authority  soever  that  detention  and  im- 
prisonment was  made  ? 

Whether,  supposing  it  lawful  for  a  magistrate  to  commit  an 
offender  to  a  military  prison,  if  a  person  was  committed  for  a  length 
of  time  to  a  military  guard  (for  two  years,  for  example,  as  in 
the  present  case,  for  want  of  sureties  for  his  good  behavior),  and  the 
troops  should  be  ordered  away  from  the  place,  is  the  officer  to  take 
the  prisoner  with  him  or  to  dismiss  him  ? 

Should  he  take  him  with  him,  the  law,  which  requires  offenders 
to  be  imprisoned  in  the  proper  counties,  would  be  violated.  Should 
he  dismiss  him,  he  would  not  be  liberated  by  due  course  of  law. 
There  would  be  a  wrong  in  either  case ;  and  in  the  first  the  officer 
would  be  answerable  to  the  party  for  damages,  and  in  the  second  to 
the  public  for  an  escape. 

W^hether  a  military  officer  who  should  refuse  to  take  charge  of  a 
prisoner  c^jmmitted  to  hira  by  a  civil  magistrate  would  be  punished 
for  contempt;  and,  lastly,  whether,  upon  a  habeas  corpus  cum  causa^ 
a  judge  of  the  general  court  would  not  be  in  duty  bound  to  deliver 
such  a  prisoner  from  his  military  confiDement,  though  he  hud  been 
sent  to  it  by  a  civil  magistrate  ? 

When  the  civil  magistrates,  sir,  exhibit  in  their  public  conduct  a 
temperate  firmness  and  decency ;  when  they  never  presume  guilt, 
nor  overbear  an  unfortunate  person  because  he  is  accused ;  when 
they  ever  incline  to  the  side  of  mercy  where  they  are  obliged  to 
condemn  to  punishment,  and  when  they  never  strain  penal  laws, 
which  are  most  frequently  directed  against  actions  not  evil  in  them- 
selves, to  their  utmost  rigor,  there  is  no  danger  of  the  civil  au- 
thority growing  into  contempt ;  and  as  I  hope  the  magistrates  of 
this  Territory  will  ever  be  distinguished  by  those  characteristics,  I 
am  in  no  pain  about  freedom  and  political  haj)piness. 

But  there  is  yet  another  way,  sir,  to  prevent  the  civil  authority 
from  bein^  prostrated,  as  you  seem  to  fear  it  will  Ix?,  without  the  aid 
of  military  imprisonings,  which,  by  the  by,  are  not  very  congenial 
to  freedom  and  political  happiness.  Let  the  sheriff  be  prosecuted 
for  every  escape  in  cases  where  the  public  is  concerned.  In  those 
respecting  private  property  between  man  and  man,  the  parties  will 
take  care  of  it  themselves.  It  may  be  re2:)lied,  there  is  no  officer  in 
this  country  whose  duty  it  is  to  seek  redress  for  wrongs  done  the 
public.     It  is  true,  there  is  none  at  present ;  but  I  am  ready  to  ap- 
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pijiiit  an  attorney  for  tlmt  piirixwo  wlienever  any  qualified  peraon 
ni)p<?ars  who  will  take  it  upon  him  ;  I  can  not  create  the  attorney. 
Tlu-re  were,  liuwever,  I  BUppose,  oneh  things  fis  puMic  wrongs  for" 
Etifjland  from  the  delinquencies  of  eherifls  before  thpro  were  any 
such  offiet'rs  as  attorneys  for  the  public,  whose  duty  it  is  to  seek  re- 
drew uf  tbi<rii;  and  I  dare  say  tbe  common  Inw  fouiid  a  way  to 
K'diedy  tbt'iu  without,  and  lo  oblige  the  eheriffto  do  his  duty,  which 
might  priibably  be  put  in  practice  here. 

I  mil  Mirry,  sir,  to  trouble  yon  with  bo  long  a  letter,  and  (an  ofTor 
no  bi'ltcrnpoln;^y  for  it,  uow  that  I  have  got  near  the  end  of  it,  than 
you  hiLve  furnished  me  with  in  tbe  beginning  of  youi-n :  "  The  re- 
s]K'('t  and  duty  I  owe  the  office  I  hold,"  bc^idea  which,  the  matter 
itself  has  eairii'd  me  on;  neither  can  I  now  clw©  it  without  ob- 
serving to  ymi,  ftB  I  did  on  a  former  occasion,  that  tbe  law  which 
ha^  given  risi'  t"!  these  difficulties  ia  all  calculated  to  the  circum- 
slivnccs  of  thi-i  Territory,  and  should  rather  be  guarded  by  slight 
'■nrjHnii!  iiiniir^liment  than  a  heavy  [Mwuniary  sanction.' 


('■KXKK.VT,  Sr.  Ct.aiii  ■[■d  ('oMMiTTr;i;'  of  Kentucky. 

Four  Washiscjtos,  June  24,  1791. 
(irtilh-m-  II  :—l  Ikivc  veiy  ;:n'iit  jilcii-uro   in   coii;milulating  you 

'  TliU  Ird  til  lpni;lhycorri;.-i>ondericc  bi-lwpcu  (hcJudgcg  ami  tli"  Governor. 
T,.  ll],:  (.vipv  furiii>li.>a  him,  .Jud;,-!^  Symmi'i  iii:idi>  an  piirly  reply,  taking  tlio 
griiuiid  tiiiit  it  \VM  liiuful  Id  con  linn  ii  (irisoiitr  <.f  tho  dvil  Inw  in  a  military 
giiitrrl-hou?!',  Irat  tli:it  the  jhirriff  w;i5  ii'it  discliiirgod  of  responsibility  thombv; 
iinr  coiil'i  tli«  military  olBt-er  ha  livlJ  n'sponsiljle  for  the  safc.kooping  of  tfie 
liri'iiinT,  iiur  bo  pio.wculod  in  cn^-eof  liii*  esi'npo  from  custody.  In  this  letter, 
.liid-.^  .-^ymmos  anys  tliat  lie  had  liikd  ii  r^inv.T.^iitLun  with  JudijeTiirnor,  nnd, 
IL' tli-'V  did  notuijreeon  the  poiDt,  he  had -^ciit  iin  iii(lpi>piidenl  lett.T.  Judge 
Turner  did  nut  reply  until  in  Aii.ijinl,  iillhnu^l:  repeiiliiily  iislicd  by  tlio 
G.iviTiior  to  do  si>.  His  however,  t.-.k  inviisinn  to  issLiP  u  writ  of  habons 
crpiis  for  tho  rele.i.^o  of  n  miiitury  prisoner  sumo  months  later,  which 
hroiight  nhout  ii  ooiiJliet  between  tlie  civil  und  military  authorities.  Tho 
oinniandiint  of  the  fort,  Col.mel  Truemiin,  refused  to  produee'tho  biwiy  of 
the  prisoner  in  court,  in  wliiih  iielion  he  win  siisliiined  by  tho  Genenil.  The 
prisoner  in  this  cu'<:  wiis  ehnr.^cU  willi  n  ciipitid  olTcnso  Bgninst  tlio  mililary 
huv,  in  tlmt  he  had  perMmiied  n  soldier  to  dpsiTt,  nnd  provided  him  with  the 
ineiins.  Tho  deseri-T  hiid  been  iirre-ted,  tried  iind  executed,  and,  on  tho 
seufTold,  hud  reliiled  the  fiicts  in  a  eonfe.^^i.m. 

'The  committee  consisted  of  Brigndicr-Honeral  Scott,  Hon.  John  Brown, 
Hurry  Iioifs,  ISeiijiiinin  Ij-giir,  nnd  Is^iiae  .Shelby.  Logan  threw  coid  water 
un  llio  enpedilions,  but  tho  others  were  zealous. 
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upon  tlie  success  of  the  late  expedition  from  Kentucky,  which  re- 
flects much  honor  U|K)n  all  who  were  concerned  in  it,  and,  I  doubt 
not,  will  be  attended  with  very  beneficial  consequences  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  to  that  district  and  Territory  in  particular.  As  it  will, 
however,  be  some  time  before  the  general  and  more  systematic 
0|)enitions  of  the  cam^mign  can  be  put  in  motion,  another  ex|)editi(>n 
of  the  same  nature,  it  appears  to  me,  would  be  still  of  very  great 
use,  especially  taking  into  consideration  that  the  militia  called  out 
to  guard  the  frontiers  must  be  dkcharged,  as  they  are  a  very  ho:ivy 
expense,  and  very  little  advantage  results  from  them,  You  will 
have  observed,  gentlemen,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  instructions  to  General  Scott,  which  are  in  your  hands,  au- 
thorizes another  expedition,  provided  that  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  troops  on  the  Ohio  should  judge  the  public  interests  require 
it.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  public  interests  do  require  it,  and  I 
have,  therefore,  inclosed  a  directi«m  for  the  same,  imder  my  hand 
and  seal,  conformably  to  tlie  tenor  of  tlie  said  instructions.  It 
would  have  given  me  inudi  j)l(?asnrc  if  I  could  litivc  had  a  j)ersonal 
interview  witli  you  upon  this  occasion,  an<l  if  I  i)ossil)ly  can  leave 
this  place  within  a  few  days,  I  shall  yet  have  it.  But  I  would  not 
liave  the  business  delayed  in  the  least  u|)on  that  account.  And  the 
upi^er  towns  ujwm  the  Wabash  would  be  the  object,  and  this  be  the 
proper  point  of  dcjjmrture.  AVh(H;v(T  you  are  pleasi'd  to  invest  with 
the  command  will  receive  his  instructions  here,  but  you  will  please 
jMirticularly  to  ol)servc  tlie  nuinher  is  limited  expressly  not  to  ex- 
ceed five  hundred,  officers  included.^ 


M.uoK  Feugusox^  to  Gexeual  St.  Clair. 

FoKT  Washinotox,  Jtiiie  25,  1791. 
Sir: — In  the  inclosed  return  of  military  stores,  i)owder,  l(»ad, 
paper,  and  thread,  are  wanted  to  com])lete  three  thousand  men  with 
one  hundred  and  thirty  rounds  each.  Should  more  b(5  recjuired, 
these  articles  will  have  to  be  augmented].  I  l>eg  leave  to  report 
that  the  casks  in  which  the  powder  was  last  sent  were  very  slight, 
and  not  properly  secured ;  also,  the  musket  cartridge  i)aper  was  not 
of  the  proper  sort,  being  too  easily  torn,  and  of  course  the  cartridges 
made  of  it  will  not  bear  much  carriage. 

^  General  James  Wilkinson  was  selected  to  command  the  second  expedi- 
tion. 

'Major  Ferguson  commanded  the  artillery. 
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Gr.N-ERAL  8t.  CLAnt  to  Colokel  Spboat. 

Fort  Washingtor,  July  Glh,  1791. 

iSii'.— The  (ict  calling  the  militia  for  the  defonsc  of  the  frontier, 
Ims  Ik'pu  I'oiiiiii  to  he  a  very  unavailing  meiwiire,  hdiI  at  Uie  same 
tiint  it  lias  Ihiii  attended  with  a  very  htavy  cspenne.  You  will, 
tlit'ri'fiirc.  (lisi'liKi^  all  the  patties  that  have  lx^eu  called  out  fur  the 
di'fcnsiv  of  the  county  of  Washington,  exce]>i  at  GalliiwliB  (for 
wliicli  I  have  iilready  given  ordem),  upon  the  20lli  instant,  it  l>eing 
hopi'd  tlmt,  1iy  that  time,  uieu.«ures  which  will  t>e  more  effectual 
will  lji'-in  In  !«■  in  operation,  luilccd,  thert;  i»  nn  doiiht  with  me, 
thiii  till' iir's.'iiililiiig  the  troops  at  thw  place  will  call  the  attention 
(pf  ilic  Iriiliiiiis  iliin  way,  and  entirely  rclicvf  your  Bcttlomente.  But 
tliciv  is  li.iiliin;.'  in  this  order  to  be  conBtnied  to  prevent  you  from 
ciitiiiiuiinL;  I'idicr  the  parties  that  are  uow  emhotlii-d,  or  aucU  others 
lis  ynii  tiiiiy  tliink  necenflOT}',  provided  the  expense  it*  hornu  by  the 
])i'<iiili<  lli<-[ii:<i'lve^  ;  bnt  the  United  Btatoi  will  not  defray  any  that 
iiia_\  1)1.'  LiK'iirrcd  on  that  account  aAer  that  day. 

Ynii  will  ].\>-.m-  to  think  of  thi-  nui^tcrs.  mid  tlip  oaths  of  the 
om<-,Ts,  l..,th  of  whieli  ;trf  iK^.-ssan-  hi  nrd^^f  lo  diar-c  the  United 
Stiller. 


.    Rt  T[., 


Wai;  I»i:3>A(;n[i:NT,./»?.v  12,  1791. 
A;^;— V,■sl<■l■a:lylllo^llinL^at(■i-lllnV^»■k.Il■c<.■m-cd"yourfavorof 
tliclM  iii-iiiiil  Ik  ili.evi.r.».(uiiHv-M.CI..|larL     Tlic  iiilormiitiouof 

Til 1-  Klira.'  «lio-,-  alli.iiivit  you  [ranvinilli.l,  wa^  iiidivd,  of  the 

imi>.n-laoc('  to  jii^litV  :i  si>e<-ial  cxpr.'.-^s  It  lias  U'cii  siiliiuittod  to  the 
I'l-csid.'til  .if  Xhv  r.iilcd  Siaifs.  will,  «ill  taU.-  it  iiilo  hi-  most  wtIous 
coTisidenitiou.  To  (|iiarrfl  unci  , ■lime  lo  iiii  open  riLjiture  with  the 
crown  oldrent  liiilain.  wuiihl,  hi  the  pii'M-iit  siliiation  of  this  coun- 
try. Im-  ;t  vcrv  serious  afliiir.  and  slu.iiM  lie  av.iide<i.  if  iwissilile.  con- 
sisteiillv  with  nati.iiial  honor  ..nd  di-oitv.  There  is  !i  time  for  all 
thiri.L^s.  mid  il  may  licreafler  Iiapi^'u  tiiat  the  e.^ndiiet  of  the  Hritish 
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:■  will  n 
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,     Iiid.-ed,  it  is  liardly 
allowed  l.y  Khcii  he  true,  thai  thi>  insi; 


e.  whieh  must  l>c 
hied,  if  the  tiicts 
<1  to  the  Indians 
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will  be  followed  by  others,  which  must  also  be  minuted  down,  for 
it  can  not  be  supposed  that  the  aid  has  been  dictated  by  the  spon- 
taneoas  impulse  of  the  commanding  officer.  It  will  be  proper  that 
you  obtain  attestations  of  Rhea's  credibility  by  respectable  and 
known  characters.  It  must  be  our  duty  to  mind  our  business  and 
accomplish  the  objects  of  the  campaign,  which,  if  as  successful  as  all 
things  promise,  will  give  a  new  aspect  to  the  security  of  the  fnm- 
tiers.  Captain  Phelon,  with  about  two  hundred  men,  mostly  regu- 
lars, is  at  Beading,  and  will  move  on  steadily  to  join  you.^ 

Continue  to  forward  the  troops,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  to 
headquarters.  I  presume  you  have  communicated  Rhea's  informa- 
tion to  Major-General  St.  Clair,  to  whom  I  pray  you  to  send  also  a 
copy  of  this  letter. 

I  shall  write  you  more  particularly  by  the  post  on  the  14th  in- 
stant. 


General  St.  Clair  to  Hon.  John  Brown.' 

Fort  W^vshington,  July  18,  1791. 

Sir: — I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant, 
and  I  assure  you  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  learn  that  no  injury  to  your 
health  has  ft)llowed  from  your  excursion,  for,  from  the  nature  of  the 
service  you  were  employed  on,  you  must  have  been  exposed  to 
fatigues  and  harclshijxs ;  and  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  so 
great  a  quantity  of  rain  fall  in  an  equal  time  at  that  season  of  the 
year,  which  gave  me  great  uneasiness  for  you  all. 

General  Scott  has  communicated  to  me  the  measures  that  have 
been  taken  by  the  Board  for  the  second  expedition.  I  have  no  doubt 
of  their  exertions,  and  am  haj)py  to  find  tlmt  they  are  so  happily 
seconded  by  the  inclination  of  the  people.  I  hope  and  trust  it  will 
be  equally  successful  with  the  former,  notwithstanding  the  numbers 
to  be  employed  ui)on  it  are  less. 

General  Wilkinson  has  written  to  me  upon  that  subject,  and  in- 
formed me  that  three  supernumerary  comjmnies  have  been  added, 
and  desires  my  concurrence.  It  would  not  l>e  wanting  to  any  thing 
that  promised  greater  certainty  of  success  if  I  had  the  power,  but  I 
am  for  every  thing  of  the  kind  after  the  first  limited  to  a  number 
not  exceeding  five  hundred,  non-commissioned  officers  included.     - 

'  But  Captain  Phelon  did  not  march  as  oxpectod — none  of  the  rocruils  did 
— and  when  he  did,  he  wa?  instructed  to  itike  Carlisle  in  his  way. 
'Mr.  Brown  accompanied  the  expedition  of  General  Scott  as  a  volunteer. 
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It  w,  tliiTffiire,  impossible  for  mo  dirortlyio  appiuve  of  llio  meas- 
ure, but  I  liiivo  HTitten  to  him  that  I  will  nol  disapprove  of  it,  sad 
tlint  I  will  mnki.'  aa  cfiectual  ivprewiiIatiunH  aju  I  pcK^ibly  caa,  that 
it  may  mei't  with  the  approbatiou  iif  the  I'ruiiik-iit. 

It  vins  uwLK-vaty  that  the  fniutiiv  guunls  •Ii«ul<l  \ie  dismissed,  not 
only  hecaiiw  lliey  had  been  fouod  in  ninut  ini>tan(!e»  to  be  iiiefiec- 
tuiit,  but  till'  i-uunty  Bottlempiita  hod  nut  madr  a  vcn*  ilincrcvt  iwo 
of  tbo  powers  they  were  invested  with,  as  to  niimbcr!i,  iind  they  were 
u  li<«vy  expense  witliout  a  onrreeptinding  benefit.  But.  iia  you  well 
know,  sir,  there  is  a  cortain  sum  nf  money  appropriated  for  a  great 
viiiioty  nf  ■il.jcptB,  ami  all  the  expenses  of  the  campaign  of  every 
kind  into  ivliicli  they  cut  very  deep, 

Tliey  lia\T  L(*n  diiicharged  in  the  upper  eounlry,  both  in  Vir- 
^inia  and  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Ihl*  Turrittiry  the  i»nie  pitrts  of  it 
arc  much  ex]ii>.sed,  parlicnlurly  at  Muttktngilui,  wbere  they  liave 
suffered  ^'^i^l.V !  nevortheloas,  at  General  Scott'e  iiistauce,  on  the 
jiart  of  the  Hoard,  I  havo  consented  that  forty  men  should  bo  con- 
tinued fijr  8o»ie  little  timo  longer,  of  which  ho  will  give  you  more 
particular  infiirrnation;  fori  wish  not  only  that  the  jieople  should 
1m?  pn)leetcd,  but  even  tbnt  thei 
It  seems  to  !)o  his  opinion  llmt  ll 
the  Iti-r-H-nc  Liek.  where  salt- 
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elision  should  be  quieted. 
<  at  tlie  irnn-works  and  at 
'  enrtinf:,  .should   Imj  con- 
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lablishnipnts  will  Ije  very 
■  ^rri.ni  emcilument  to  the 


-Mild  prnleet  the  speenltilinns  of 
!■■  advaota^^es  of  them  eoold  onlv 
ll  iilso. 

r  Itlriont  has  succeeded  with  tlie 
relief  lo  Kenlnekv  in  a  iimirtcr 
I  siiull   be  verv  much  obli-cd  to 


C!r:xi:i:.\i,  -St.  Claii:  to  I{i:ni.\iin:ii-r!i:si:RAi.  Scott. 

FaitT  W'A.-'iiiNiiTON,  ./"/;/  19,  17!)1. 
iS'iV: — In  eonsideratiim  of  the  re]jn'seutHtions  you  have  l>cen 
pleased  to  make  this  day.  as  well  <•»  the  part  of  the  [x-ojile  of 
the  I)i-triel  of  Keiituckv  us  of  voorself,  the  Hon.  Harry  Iiiuua, 
the  lion.  John  lirowo.  "lienjamio  LoL'iin.  and  ^aac  Shelby,  Esq., 
I  have  c<m!iciitcd.  and  I  do  hereby  consent,  in  virtue  of  the  power 


Correspondencey  Addresses^  Etc.  227 

vested  in  me  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  the  militia 
guard  stationed  at  the  Big-Bone  Lick,  in  t]ic  District  of  Kentucky, 
be  continued  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  as  to  pay  and  ra- 
tions, agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  War  De- 
partment to  the  County  Lieutenant,  of  the  10th  of  March  last ;  to 
continue  until  the  15th  August  next,*  provided  the  said  guard  shall 
not  exceed  the  number  of  forty,  non-commissioned  officers  included. 


Gexeilvl  St.  Clair  to  General  Wu^kinson. 

[Instnictions.]  July  Z\d,  1791. 

Sir: — By  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  me  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  I  liave  authorized  a  second  expedition  agiiinst  the 
Indians  of  the  Wabash,  to  be  made  with  mounted  volunteers  from 
the  District  of  Kentucky.  Brigadior-Gonoral  Scott,  the  Hon.  John 
Brown,  and  others,  were  duly  onipowerod  to  aj>ixiint  the  officers  to 
command  it,  and  it  gives  nie  pleasure  that  their  choice  hius  fallen 
u}K)n  you. 

The  princijMil  object  of  the  expedition  will  be  the  Indian  village, 
sometimes  known  by  the  name  of  Kikiah,  situated  near  the  junction 
of  the  L'Anguile  or  YjA  River  with  the  Wabash,  about  three  miles  up 
the  L'Anguile,  which  comes  in  on  the  north  side  of  the  Wabash,  al)out 
thirty-eight  leagues  above  Ouiatannon.  You  are  to  proceed  to  that 
town  and  assault  the  same  and  the  Indians  therein,  either  bv  sur- 
j)rise,  or  otherwise,  as  the  nature  of  the  eireumstancjes  may  admit, 
saving  all  who  cease  to  resist,  and  capturing  as  many  as  possible, 
particularly  women  and  children. 

And,  on  this  jx^nt,  it  is  the  iK>sitive  orders  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  that  all  such  captives  be  treated  with  kindness,  and 
that  they  l>e  carried  and  delivered  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
some  i)ost  of  the  United  J?tates  uixni  the  Ohio. 

Whether  the  assault  ujk)!!  the  said  town  at  L'Anguile  should  suc- 
ceed or  fail,  you  will  proceed  to  such  otlu>r  Indian  towiu?  or  villages 
uixm  the  Wal>ash  or  in  the  prairies,  to  the  destruction  of  which  you 
shall  judge  your  force  adequate.  Of  these  there  are  several  higher 
up  the  river,  and  none  of  them  considerable.  The  first  is  at  the 
Calumet  River,  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  distant  from  Kikiah,  and 
on  the  south  side ;  after  that  is  the  Mississinewa, miles  further 


*The  directions  for  discharjrincj  Xh*".  whole  <>f  tbo  niilit'm  guard  on  the  said 
dietrict,  on  the  15th,  notwithstanding. — Noie  ht/  St.  Clair, 
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up.  Formally  it  contninwl  a(Hini<ii)cmbIcpopuIatu)n.butatpreseDt 
it  is  iKlievied  is  mucli  rcdtic«d.  8umc  niilefi  further  up  are  the 
forks  of  thc!  VVubiuh.  [n  going  to  the  Miumi  village,  the  uorth 
fork  id  iiseil,  mid  at  the  junction  of  Uioiw  bmQuhe«  there  waa  for- 
merly aa  iiiniiiiiiilerable  village,  but  whelber  it  in  uow  inhabited  or 
not  is  not  known.  From  thence  it  is  iVoni  twi-nty-four  to  tblrty-eis 
mill's  to  the  Miiirai  carrying  place,  which  is  about  ton  milea  oyer, 
anil  you  iiri-  iit  the  Miami  uiwna.  To  the  westward  aud  northward 
of  L'Aiiguik'  iii»  the  Kickupoo  town,  ou  the  prairie,  distaut  about 
sixty  milea. 

AiU-r  having  effcctod  bj-  surprise,  rapid  marches  and  attackn,  all 
the  injury  to  ihe  Indian  enemy  to  which  your  torw  shall  be  equal, 
the  said  raounied  volunteers  will  return  by  Font  St.  Vincennes  to 
the  Kapiils  <if  the  Ohb,  where  t>ie  triMps  of  the  said  expeditiun 
will  lie  aj^aiti  mustered  by  an  officer  of  the  regular  army,  tu  tbo 
lutme  manner  as  wben  the  troops  of  tbu  said  expedition  comnieooed 
their  march  from  the  Ohio.  Without  limiting  or  im|iediDg  the  e^ 
fectnal  operatiims  which  may  bo  found  practicable,  it  ia  presumed 
that  the  mounted  volunteers  may  be  employed  north-west  of  the 
Ohio  for  a  period  uveras,'ing  fnmi  twenty  to  thirty  days.  This  in- 
terval, however,  is  to  be  unden'tiKMl  not  to  prevent  the  esecution 
of  the  considenihle  object,  nhouhl  it  reiplire  iin  esionsiion  of  time. 

Tlie  eor].s  .if  mnotile.l  volunteers,  iH'in^'  left  entirely  free  from 
any  rcstrii'tiims  in  the  niunner  of  its  e.veeiition  of  the  objeetj*  pro- 
P'wd,  its  re]intiilion  inn!  the  re[>ut!Uion  of  nil  enncerned  will  be 
iovi.lved  in  its  being  iterfectiy  cundueted.  and  in  its  ultimate  huc- 

Siiould  the  siieeess  attend  you  at  L'An^'uile  wliieh  I  wish  aud 
hope,  v<iu  iiiiiv  liod  yourself  e.iuiil  to  (he  attaekinj;  the  KicknixK) 
town,  situated' in  the  prairie  not  far  from  Kunpamon  Kiver,  which 
empties  itself  into  the  liliuoJs.  Hy  iutorniatinn,  that  town  is  not 
distaut  from  LWut'iiile  m<ire  than  three  easy  days'  marches.  A 
visit  at  that  place  will  be  totally  unexpected,  ami  most  pn)bably  at- 
tJ!(ided  with  ilceided  fiood  eijiise(|uences;  neither  will  it  !>c  hazard- 
ous, for  the  men,  at  this  si-ason,  are  j;enenilly  out  hunting  Ix'voud 
the  line  of  the  Illinois  country.  .Should  it  srem  feasible  fr.mi  cir- 
eu]n>iances,  1  reeornmend  the  attempt  in  prelorence  to  the  towns 
bi^'lier  up  the  Wabash,  uu<l  sueeess  there  would  Ite  tbUowed  by  great 
feclat.  The  route  hy  which  you  outrht  to  return,  it  !*"  not  so  easy  to 
point  out,  liccause  it  deiH'uds  uihui  a  knowledge  of  the  ci>untry, 
which  1  do  not  possi-ss ;  hut,  it  iijipears  to  me  il  would  bo  most  ad- 
visable to  return  by  Oiiiataunon,  from  which  tlie  distance  is  not  so 


awam 


Correspondence^  Addresses^  Etc.  229 

great  as  from  L'Anguile.  It  is  pretty  certain  that  the  Indians  who 
inhabited  that  village  have  removed  to  the  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Knox,  and  placed  themselves  under  the  protecti(m  of  the  United 
States,  so  you  would  probably  meet  no  opposition  from  them.  From 
thence  to  the  Rapids  of  Oliio  the  route  is  well  known.  Between 
L'Anguile  and  the  Kickapoo  town  you  would  meet  with  two  or  three 
branches  of  the  Sangamon,  but  all  of  them  of  no  considerable  depth ; 
there  are  three,  certainly,  between  that  place  and  Ouiatannon. 

In  a  direct  line,  I  reckon  the  distance  from  Fort  Washington  to 
L'Anguile  to  be  about  one  hundred  miles,  aud  the  course  nearly 
north  fifty-five  west ;  but,  should  you  take  a  course  })oiuting  directly 
to  the  Miami  village,  which  I  should  think  most  advisable  in  order 
to  deceive  the  enemy  with  respect  to  your  destinaticm  (for  your 
march  will  most  probably  be  discovered),  and  pursue  that  for  sixty 
or  seventy  miles,  and  then  turn  off  in  a  direction  about  north  toward 
west,  or  a  little  more  westerly,  it  would  prevent  discovery  which 
would  ruin  the  object,  and  not  increa:»c  your  march  over  forty  miles; 
besides,  it  would  j)rol)al)ly  carry  you  along  the  dividing  ridges  Ix*- 
twecn  the  Wabash  and  the  waters  of  thowj  rivers  wliich  discharge 
tlicmselv(?s  into  the  Ohio  higher  up;  hut  these  matters  arc  merely 
hints  for  your  iuforination,  to  l)e  made  use  of  as  you  Hud  them  aj>- 
plicablc,  fnmi  a  eoinjMiriscm  with  your  own  ol)servation  and  the 
actual  circumstances  in  which  vou  niav  find  vourself. 

To  vou,  sir,  I  know  I  have  no  occasion  to  reeommend  clemencv, 
but  am  under  the  express  command  of  the  Presicient  of  the  United 
States.  The  luster  that  is  shed  u[)on  success  by  generosity,  and 
the  reputation  that  accrues  to  a  country  from  a  t(;mj>erate  use  of 
victory,  is  clearly  understood  and  appreciated  by  you,  to  whom 
nothing  could  Iw  mc)re  contrary  to  your  own  natural  disposi. 
tion  than  an  act  bordering  ujkju  inhumanity.  I  Ix'g  you,  sir, 
to  oblige  the  people  under  your  command  to*  refrain  from  scalping 
the  dead.  It  is  an  act  which,  though  it  <1(k?s  no  injury  to  the  dead 
carcass,  debases  the  jH»rsons  who  commit  it.  Should  they  l>e  dis- 
posed to  it,  you  have  a  jK)werful  argument  to  addu(;e  from  the  ex- 
ample set  in  the  former  expedition,  and  the  very  general  approbation 
it  has  met  with.  Wishing  you  every  possible  success,  both  from 
motives  of  public  interest  and  private  friendship,  I  have  the 
honor,  etc. 


The  .SI.  Chtir  Papers. 
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General  St.  Claih  to  Israel  Liiduiw. 

FoKT  WAtfuisuTON,  Aagiut  6lh,  1791. 
Sir: — You  will  please  lo  Inlbrm  me  whetlier  you  have  reoerFeJ 
Siuy  iustructioiis  from  the  c(intnieljir«  to  pnividp  fiir  tlio  trunHjwrla- 
tion  of  the  provisums  for  the  cnm[)iilt;ii ;  anil,  if  yuu  have  receivtid 
uny,  Itt  mu  know  Hpeci6«illy  what  they  are.' 


(iizNBBAJ,  Knox  to  Gunehai.  Bitler. 

Wah  Dkpartuest,  IKA  Auffiat,  1791. 

Sir: — I  lifivc  reeeired  your  Iclter  of  llie  4th  iiiHlaiit. 

It  is  cou^iiliroil  by  the  President  of  the  UiiitfMl  Htutvo  ax  an  nn- 
huppy  oin^u  ihiii  all  the  truopa  of  the  uumiutign  hml  uot  dt^^cended 
tht-  Ohio  at  the  lime  you  wrote. 

Ki»  rytanliui'iit  of  Uie  eucuttal  objects  of  the  campaign  should  be 
jwritiitted  iiiiilcr  the  idea  of  dofcusive  prutoction  ol'  tlie  froniiiira 
ugaiuflt  II  H'w  straggling  IndinD?.  The  touutiee  are  wiffleictitlv 
slron^'  fnr  thiit  pur|uis(;.  If  ytui  sIkhiKI.  thercfiin-,  tic  still  at  Fort 
I'irt,  it  i.=  lilt-  (\w\d,-d  orders  iif  tl  <■  IV^d.^ut  of  the  Vi.itwl  Smtes 
thill  you  iT]>iiii-  to  lLi-;ni.|iiiiiicrs  with  all  po.-'sible  dis]>jitfli,  togL'tlier 
with  ''til  thr  tro..ps,  otfiiri-s  iitid  slori's  .Icsliui^d  f,.r  llic  raiiipiii^'n. 

It  has  \m-i\  cotisiaiitly  iaiiiii:it,:d  lliat  Captiiiii  riuOou  was  the 
rear  of  il,e  lro..i>s  for  th^-  .■aiji|.ai-ii.  and  that  no  <!cpoiiduu'e  would 
be  [ilaird  on  lho.<,.  ubo  shoiilil  arriv,.  af[,T  liini. 

It  th.Ti.  shoirld  !..■  any  dclirii^iK-ies,  tiie  Cominandin-  ( Icncral  lias 

('a]>liiiii  Xi'WJiiaii  will  iioi  hi-  at  Fort  Pitt  iu  1,-ss  than  fiflviMi  days 
from  tlie  prwent  tiiiic;  and  t'aiitiiin  Bikll  in  not  less  than  otn: 
inonih,  as  lie  only  n.ar-rhes  from  UrunsMick  lliis  ilay.  CuIoik-I 
(iibson,  therefore,"  ran  n.,t  have  anv  objeet  at  Fori  Pitt,  and  be 
nin.1  iostaiitlv  rel'air  lo  bead-]inirters. 

Anv  levies  ral>ed  by  CiipL^iiu  Falkner,  i.r  any  other  [K-rson.  after 
the  i.resent  i.iojiient.  «ill  iiol  be  of  anv  servi.-e,  and  are,  theretorv. 
to  Ik-  sns[)eniK-d.      I  send  a  eonmii.ssi^^n  for  Doeti.r  I5io«n. 

The  ,-anie  sort  of  delcn^ivo  pr^teeUon  is  to  be  iKTniitied  for  Mari- 
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etta  and  Gallipolis,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  as  the  other  ex- 
posed places. 

General  St.  Clair  to  Colonel  John  Campbell. 

Lexington,  Amjud  21,  1791. 
jSiV  ; — Yesterday  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  was  handed  to  me 
on  my  way  to  this  place.  It  is  true  that  there  are  some  Indians 
who  have  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Vincennes;  but  why 
the  {)eople  of  your  country  should  l)e  alarmed  at  it  I  cannot  imag- 
ipe;  and  they  are  very  much  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it  has  pro- 
duced any  alarm  among  the  iuhabitants  of  that  place.  Those 
Indians  have  withdniwn  themselves  from  those  who  arc  at  war  with 
us;  have  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States; 
and  have  been  promised  that  protection  so  long  as  they  l)ehave  them- 
selves iK'aceably.  Of  course,  thoy  are  not  to  l)c  molested.  The  vol- 
untror  C'Xi>o(lition  propo.sod,  th(T(*foro,  can  not  1k'  porinittod  ;  on  the 
oontniry,  it  is  expressly  forbidden.  At  tlio  siune  time,  1  feel  my- 
self obliged  to  the  genth-mcn  you  mention  for  tlioir  willin<rnoss  to 
engage  in  this  business,  the  circu instances  of  wliich,  I  supiM>se,  they 
were  unaccpiaiiited  with.  I  have  written  to  ('a|)tain  Shannon,  but, 
lest  any  accident  should  happen  to  the  letter,  I  beg  you  to  inform 
him  that  he  must  not  thinkof  attempting  any  thing  in  that  (luarter.* 


General  St.  Claik  to  County  Lieitenants. 

Danville,  AikjuM,  2o(/,  1791. 
Sir: — Some  aid  from  the  district  of  Kentucky  will  probably  be 
wanted  on  the  intended  campaign,  and  as  tliis  country  in  j)artieular 
is  very  much  intereste<l  in  the  issue,  I  should  Ik*  glad  could  it  be  olv 
tained  in  the  most  eHieient,  and,  at  tlie  same  time,  the  easiest  man- 
ner jxissible.  To  that  end,  I  have  thouglit  it  would  In?  projxT  to 
have  a  consultation  with  the  Lieutenants  of  the  dillcrent  counties, 
and  I  hav(»  to  request  the  favor  of  your  coming  to  Lexington  oji  the 
second  day  of  next  month,  when  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  to  meet 
y(m  f(»r  that  puri)ose. 

'  Colonel  Cttinphell  wiis  at  tbo  Unpid*  of  the  ()hi»».  j»nd  proposed  an  oxpcdi- 
tion  against  tbo  Indians  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Vinccn tic's. 


The  SI.  Clair  P,ii>rn. 
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Genkkal  Knox  to  Geseral  St.  Ci,.vik. 

War  DEfAitTMEST,  Aiiijiud  25,  1791. 
iStr: — I  inc'lo,>i('  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  18th  inet-, 
and  of  ouc  to  (.i^ueral  Butler  of  the  same  date,  and  also  of  mine  to 
him  of  thU  iliiti>. 

The  Prcsiiliiit  of  tho  Unitod  Statwi  laments  exceediugly  the  un- 
fortunate (Ititcrilion  of  the  troop*  on  the  upper  jmrt  of  the  Ohio,  for 
which  uu  rciwiirjs  suffimently  etroQg  have  lieen  assigned.  This  d&- 
t^ntiuii  will  LtJid'iulitecUy  retard  the  commescement  of  the  opera- 
tiijiis,  and  will  require  the  highest  cxertious  to  accompli§h  the  o\y 
,    jecta  of  the  ciinipaign. 

The  Prcsidetil  reiterates  his  confideuee  iu  your  activity,  and  that 
every  thing  will  lie  put  iu  motion  on  the  arrivui  of  the  rear  of  your 
tronjis  under  ]\Iujor-Geueral  Butler. 

The  Quiirterinasl«r  will  give  ynu  horses  for  tlie  artillery  and  bag- 
gage, and  if  yuu  require  more  than  he  has  provided  you  inuat  obtain 
them. 

ten  to  you  that  If  the  contractor's  arrange- 
ilics  <if  provisions  or  the  traiis]iurliiti<m  of 
,  Ihat  such  deficiency  must  be  supplied  by 
itructor  be  made  uuswenible.  The  public 
nl  ..r  injure.!  by  any  deliei<  ii.-ies  in  that  line. 


I  have  repeatedly 


I,  shoulil  be  delicier 


III 
tr.H,i, 


111  I  t 


ivhili 


.-dcfieii 


!|)|'lyiug  of  such  defii-ieiicy  as  you  should  think  proi)er, 
'Inch  hu^,  uo  doubt,  been  done,  on  your  part. 


GENiLii.vT,  Ksax  T'i  Gexi:i:.\i.  liirr.KK. 


,  Awj.  25,  1791. 
St. ,  which  hiis  been 


WaU   ItEl'AliTMKN 

Sir  .-—I  have  reeelvc!  your  tetter  of  the  IDlli 
KLibniitted  to  the  rresidei'it  of  the  United  Sl.ilc; 

I  am  <-i>tiiiiianil<'d  by  liiui  to  iolbriu  y<iu  that  he  i.s  by  no  means 
.^ilisBed  with  the  \-m'^  drleiilioii  of  the  Ironps  on  the  up|H'r  [lart  of 
tiie  Ohio,  vvliieh  \w.  <-oiisi,lers  as  LLiinecessary  aii<l  improper.  And 
that  it  is  111-"  opinion,  unle.-w  the  hiirhesl  cseniiuLs  Iw  m;nle  by  all  pirts 
of  the  army  to  reimir  the  loss  of  ihc  seasmi,  that  tlie  exi>enses  whieh 
have  lieen  nimle  for  the  canijiai^'n  uill  be  alto;:etber  lost,  and  that 
the  measures  from  which  so  much   has   Iieeu  exi>cctod  will  issue  in 
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General  St.  Clair  to  General  Ksox. 

Danville,  Ky.,  Au^.  23,  1791. 
Sir: — This  DQomeiit  on  my  return  from  a  consultation  with  Mr. 
Brown  and  Mr.  Innee,  of  which  I  gave  you  a  particular  account 
from  Lexiugtou,  an  express  arrived  to  General  Scott,  with  letters 
from  General  Wilkinson.  He  has  been  completely  successful  at 
L'Anguille — surprised  it — and  has  Icilled  and  taken  forty-two.  Par- 
ticulars arc  not  mentioned,  saving,  only,  that  circumintauees  pre- 
vented his  prosecuting  the  enterprise  against  the  Kickapoo  town  in 
the  prairie,  but  that  he  liad  destn>ye<l  (me  of  their  villages  of  thirty 
houses,  and  had  but  two  men  killed  and  one  woundefl.  I  left  Fort 
Washington  on  the  18tb,  and  shall  set  out  on  my  return  to-morrow. 


Gener-vl  Wilkinson  to  General  St.  Clair. 

Frankfort  on  Kentitcky,  AitguM  '24th,  1791. 

Sir, — Having  carried  into  complete  eHi^t  the  enterprise  which 
you  were  pleaseil  lo  direct  against  L'Antruille,  and  liaviiig  done  the 
ravages  every  other  damage  on  the  Wabiwh  to  whieh  1  conceived 
mv  force  adequate,  I  embrace  the  first  moment's  re<'ess  fn>ni  active 
iliity  to  detail  to  your  Excellency  the  operations  of  the  expedition 
intrusted  to  my  couducL 

I  left  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  W«shingt<m  on  the  1st  instant  at 
one  o'clock,  and,  agreeably  to  my  original  plan,  feinted  Inddly  at  the 
Miami  villages,  by  the  most  diroct  course  the  nature  of  tlic  ground 
over  which  I  had  to  march  would  permit.  I  ]>crseveri'd  in  Ibis  plan 
until  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  and  thereby  avoided  tJic  bunt- 
ing-ground of  the  enemy,  and  the  jHiths  which  led  directly  from 
White  River  to  the  Wabash,  leaving  the  bi!ad-wut(T.>*  of  tlie  first  lo 
my  left.  I  tlien  being  about  soveiity-miks  advanced  of  Fort  Wash- 
ington, turned  nortb-west.  I  made  no  <iisciivery  uiilil  the  "Hb,  about 
nine  o'clwk  a.  m.,  when  I  cri>ssed  tliree  nutcli-fri'ijucnled  patlis, 
within  two  miles  of  each  other,  and  all  bearing  iiist  of  norlh.  My 
;;ui<lcs  were  urgent  for  nie  to  folhiw  these  |Mi(lis,  ivliicb  bctrayeii 
tlieir  ignorance  of  the  conntrj',  and  convinced  me  I  had  to  <le{]cud 
on  my  judgment  only.  In  the  aftenuHin  of  tbiit  day,  I  had  lo 
croM  a  deep  liog,  which  injured  several  ol'  my  horses  exceedingly ; 
cad  a  few  miles  beyond  I  struck  a  |Mitb  bearing  nortji  by  west, 
marked  by  the  recent  footsteia  of  five  or  .-ix  savages,     ily  guides  re- 
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ncwvil  tlitir  application  t<>  me  tn  fulltiw  thie  path,  but  I  ^xai 
ct>ursi',  svliicli  hail  bceu  mirth  to  meet  siucv  2  o'cltick.     I  Imd  not  gotl 
clear  itf  my  incuiupmenl,  next  moruia^,  before  my  atlvauce  rt'port 
»n  impai'^ul>li' IwiK  in  my  front,  extending  «veral  niilt-ji 
hand,  aud  the  ^'iiidea  asMM-ted  that  the  whole  etiuntry  to  the  Waj 
bnali  wits  cut  by  such  \iiifr*,  niid  that  it  wntld  bu  imjKiKi-iblc  for  R 
to  jinmced  iiuk'.'is  I  fblliiWud  tlie  Indian  pathl,  which  avoided  tbcfl 
bogs,  or  led  tlirou|^h  tlicm  at  plncpjt  where  they  were  least  diiflcalu 
Althiiii^b  I  puiil  very  littln  rttgiird  \n  this  information,  aa  delay  v 
dans^'Wiis  null  I'very  thing  doi>eDded  upon  the  prewr^'ation  of  rajj 
hursps,  I  deliriinnwl  to  turn  to  the  rijiht,  and  fell  into  the  p«th  J 
Lad  pa.s-*'d  the  evi-ning  before,  which  varied  bi  its  e.mrsc  fnini  nordv ] 
by  ttcst  to  miriln-ast.     The  ooiuitry  had  now  become  pundy  tn  ( 
fry  dii-ectiiin.     I,  therefore,  resiolveil  to  pursue  thi»  ]>nth  until  noonijl 
iji  tlio  li<ip<'  ibtit  it  would  conduct  lue  to  better  grnutids,  or  to  son 
dcvioii:^  trii(;i:  «  hich  mlj^ht  lead  Lu  the  olijiwt  wnight. 

At  7  o'L'iiii'k  I  crossed  an  east  branch  of  Calumot  Hirer,  abonl 
fiirty  yurd^  wi<ie,  and  about  noon  my  advance  guard  fired  on  a  b: 
party  of  warriorH.-end  took  a  prisoner;  the  rest  mn  off  to  the  east- 
ward. I  lialtf.1  iihuiit  a  mil..  l.,.v.iii<i  tlii^  spot  wlicre  tids  atljdr  ha|>- 
pi'iicd,  ajid,  nn  .■Nii.niniii-  ihr  priM.ii.T.  Ciiiid  liito  1-.  i.u  a  IXIaware, 
living  mar  tlic-  site  of  ili<-  laic  .Mian.i  villaLf,  wld.h,  lu^  iiifnnueil 
nip,  «ai  ah.i.it  thirty  mile-  diManl.  I  inuo.-diatdv  rrln-radcd  Hair 
.-  tlif  rij.'ht,  ovvr  ^M„„■  risin- -naiiid  which  I  had 
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cer  and  tweDty  men  in  ambush  to  vatch  the  road,  in  order  to  inter- 
cept or  beat  off  any  part  of  the  enemy  which  might  be  casually 
passing  that  way,  and  tliereby  prevent,  aa  long  as  possible  the  dis- 
covery of  my  real  iuteutions. 

At  8  o'clock  I  recrussed  Calumet  River,  now  eighty  yards  wide, 
and  running  down  NNW.,  and,  pursuing  my  course,  I  crossed  one 
path  near  the  western  -bank  of  tho  river,  taking  the  same  course, 
and  at  six  miles  another,  bearing  to  the  north-east.  I  was  now  sen- 
sible, from  my  reckoning,  compared  with  my  own  observatioDS  dur>. 
ing  the  late  expedition  under  General  Scott,  and  the  information  re- 
ceived from  your  Excellency  and  othcre,  that  I  could  not  be  very 
distant  from  L'Anguille.  Tho  party  left  at  the  road  buod  fell  in 
with  four  warriors  encamped  half  a  mile  from  the  right  of  my  lino 
of  march,  killed  one,  and  drove  off  the  others  to  the  northward. 
My  situation  had  now  Ixicume  extremely  critical,  the  whole  country 
in  the  north  being  in  alarm,  which  made  me  greatly  anxious  to  con- 
tinue my  march  during  the  night;  but  I  lia<l  no  juitJi  to  dirci't  nic. 
and  it  was  im|Hissiblc  to  keep  my  course,  or  iiir  hfirMcmcn  to  march 
through  u  thick  swnrnpy  iimutry  in  utter  darknesx.  I  ijuittcd  uiy 
camp  on  tlie  TtJi,  as  soon  lis  I  could  see  my  way,  crossed  one  path 
at  three  miles  distance,  licaring  uorlhH-a^t,  and  at  pcven  miles  I  fell 
into  another,  very  much  used,  licaririg  north-wes^t  by  north,  which 
I  at  unw  adojited  lus  the  direct  route  to  my  object,  and  pu«hed  for- 
wanl  with  tlic  utmost  dispatch.  I  halteil  at  twelve  o'ckn^k  to  refresh 
the  horses  and  esamiue  the  men's  arm.s  and  anmiuiiition  ;  marched 
agaiuathalf  after  ime,  and  nt  fifteen  minutes  Ijefore  five  I  struck  the 
Wabash  at  one  and  a-half  leagues  alwjve  tho  mouth  of  FA  River, 
being  the  very  spot  for  which  I  had  aimed  fnHn  the  commencement 
of  my  march.  I  criiwc<l  the  river  and  folloivcd  the  path  a  nortii  bv 
east  eoursi';  at  the  distance  of  two  and  a  half  miles  my  reconnoiter- 
ing  party  annouueeil  FaA  River  in  front,  and  tho  town  on  the  o]>po- 
sitc  bank.  I  dismounted,  ran  forward,  and  examined  tlic  situation 
of  the  t'lwn  as  far  iLs  was  ]»rdcticiilile  witliout  ('X|MW!iiig  myself;  but 
the  whole  face  of  the  countr>-,  from  the  Wal>ash  to  the  nuir^'in  of 
the  Eel  River  being  a  continued  thicket  of  bramblcH,  black-jacks, 
wei.'<is,  and  shnilw  of  ditierent  kinds,  it  was  impossible  iiir  me  to  get 
a  satisfactory  view  without  eiidaugeriujr  a  diseovcrv.  I  immediately 
determined  to  [)ost  two  iroui{HinieM  near  tho  bank  of  the  river  opi»o- 
site  to  the  towu,  and  above  the  ground  1  tlicn  occupiinl,  to  make  a 
detour  with  Major  Cahlwell  and  the  (:?econd  Battalion,  until  I  fell 
into  the  Miami  tmce,  and  by  that  nmte  to  cro.-s  the  river  alwrt'o  an<l 
gain  the  rear  of  the  town,  and  to  leave  directions  with  Major  Mc- 
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Doftoll,  who  ciirainftttded  the  First  Batlalbn.  to  lie  perdu  until  I 
eoinnienccd  tlu'  attack,  tlieu  to  dash  thn.'Ugh  the  river  wiii  hia 
I'lirjis,  iiud  thi>  nil\-aiice  guartl,  nnd  ai'.'ault  the  housra  iu  front  and 
ujiiiii  the  lei't.  In  the  moment  I  nns  alxiut  ti)  put  thi^  arniugement 
into  cxociition,  wwrd  Vfas  brought  me  that  the  euemy  liad  tuk^u  the 
uliirni  ttuii  w t'rc  flying.  I  insutiilly  ordered  n  general  charge,  which 
waa  oiwyed  wiih  alacrity,  the  men  forcing  their  wuy  over  every  a 
static,  ijluiifiil  into  the  river  with  vast  intrepidity.  The  enemy 
viiM  uiiiilik'  t"  make  the  Binalleat  resislauce.  Six  warriom,  in  tlie 
hurrj-  (if  the  i'har|:e,  and  two  Mguawe  and  a  child  were  killed ;  thirty- 
fiiiir  prisoners  iscre  t&keu,  and  an  unfortiuialf  captive  n']iMi£cd, 
with  the  li)s4  iif  two  men  killed  undone  wounded.  I  fonnd  their 
town  scattered  along  the  Ee)  River  for  full  three  miles,  on  nu  uiie- 
vcii,  scrubby  oiik  barren,  intersected  alternately  by  bugs  iilmost  ini- 
pas.sable,  nod  iijijiervtous  thickets  of  plum-hazel  and  black-jacke. 
NoHviih-siaudirii;  tbeee  difficulties,  if  I  may  credit  the  rcjwrt  of  tha 
prisoiiera,  very  frw  who  were  in  town  c«ca)>cd  ;  expecting  a  second 
L'xpoiLition,  their  goods  were  generally  packed  up  or  buried.  Sixty 
warriors  bud  crossed  the  Wabash  to  watch  the  [mths  leading  from 
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the  hope  of  finding  some  diverging  trace  which  might  favor  my  de- 
sign. I  encamped  that  evening  about  six  miles  from  Kenpacomaqua, 
the  Indian  name  for  the  town  I  had  destroyed,  and  marched  next 
morning  at  four  o'clock.  My  course  continued  west  until  nine 
o'clock,  when  I  turned  to  the  north-west  on  a  small  hunting  path,  and 
at  a  short  distance  I  marched  into  the  boundless  prairies  of  the  West, 
with  the  intention  to  pursue  that  course  until  I  should  strike  a  road 
which  heads  from  the  Patawatimas,  of  Lake  Michigan,  immediately 
to  the  town  I  sought.  With  this  view  I  pushed  forward,  through 
bog  after  bog,  to  the  saddle-skirt««  in  mud  and  water,  and,  after  per- 
severing for  eight  hours,  I  found  my.self  environed  on  all  sides  with 
mora.sses,  which  forbade  my  advancing,  and  at  the  same  time  ren- 
dering it  difficult  for  me  to  extricate  my  little  army. 

The  way  by  which  we  had  entered  was  so  much  beat  and  softened 
by  the  horses  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  return  by  that  route, 
and  my  guide  pronounced  the  morass  in  front  impassable.  A  chain 
of  thin  grovc^i  extended  in  the  direction  of  the  Wabash  at  this  time 
presented  to  my  left,  it  was  necessary  I  sliould  gain  those  groves, 
and,  for  this  purpose,  I  dismounted,  went  forward,  and,  leading  my 
horse  through  a  bog  to  the  armpits,  in  mud  and  water,  with  great 
difficulty  and  fatigue  I  accomplished  my  ol^ject,  and,  changing  my 
course  to  soutli  ])y  west,  I  regained  tlie  Tippecanoe  road  at  five 
o'clock,  and  encamped  on  it  at  seven  o'clock,  after  a  march  of  thirty 
miles,  which  })roke  down  several  of  my  liorses. 

I  am  the  num*  minute  hi  detailing  the  occurrences  of  this  day,  be- 
cause they  produced  the  most  unfavairable  effi?cts.  I  was  in  motion 
at  four  next  morning,  and  at  eight  o'clock,  my  advanced  guard  made 
some  discoveries  which  induced  ujc  to  believe  we  were  near  an  In- 
dian village.  I  immediately  j)ushed  that  body  forward  in  a  trot, 
and  followed  with  Major  Caldwell  and  the  Second  Battalion,  leav- 
ing Major  ^IcDowell  to  take  charge  of  the  prisoners.  I  reached 
Tippecanoe  at  twelve  o'clock,  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  en- 
emy, who  had  watched  my  motions  and  abandoned  the  place  that 
morning.  After  the  destruction  of  this  town,  in  June  last,  the  en- 
emy had  returned  and  cultivated  their  corn  and  pulse,  which  I  found 
in  high  perfection,  and  in  much  greater  cjuantity  than  at  LWnguille. 
To  refresh  my  horses,  and  give  time  to  cut  down  the  corn,  I  deter- 
mined to  halt  until  the  next  morning,  and  then  to  resume  my  march 
to  the  Kickapoo  town  in  the  prairie,  by  the  road  which  leads  from 
Ouiattanor  to  that  place.  In  the  course  of  the  way,  I  had  discovered 
some  murmurings  and  discontent  among  the  men,  which  I  found, 
on  inquiry,  to  proceed  from  their  reluctance  to  advance  further  into 
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the  enemy's  country.  Tbia  iniluceti  me  lo  call  for  a  Btate  of  the  1 
horssi  und  provisions,  wbcii,  to  my  great  mortificntioD,  two  liuiidred  I 
and  Bevenly  hurses  wore  turucit  lame  and  tired,  with  barely  five  ] 
days'  provisions  fir  the  raea. 

Umlur  tliese  t'ircnmstanc«9, 1  was  compelled  to  abandon  my  dedigm  j 
upou  tiic  KickaprHis  of  the  prairies,  and  wilh  a  degree  of  an^ish   I 
nut  til  be  compri'hended  but  by  those  who  have  experienced  similar  I 
di^ppointmeul:-,  I  marched  forward  Ui  a  town  of  the  name  uation,    ' 
BLtuntLxl  about  three  letLgue^  weat  »f  UtiiaCIumir.     An  I  MlvanetHl  b)  j 
that  ti.)wu,  the  enemy  made  mimr  show  of  fighting  me,  but  vnninbed 
at  niy  npproach.     I  destroyed  this  town,  consisting  of  thirty  houtwe, 
with  n  conaideiabh^  quantity  of  corn  in  the  milk,  and  the  same  da/  | 
I  moved  on  to  t)uiaitanor,  where  I  forded  the  Wabash,  and  pro- 
cuoiled  to  tbe  site  of  the  vOlages  on  the  margin  of  the  prai 
where  I  encamped  at  aeven  o'clock.     At  this  town  and  tbe  villages  1 
destroyed  by  Gyueral  Scott  in  June,  we  found  tbe  corn  bad  been  re-  J 
planti'd,  and  va^  ni>w  in  high  cultivatioi],  several  fields  being  well  I 
plowed,  all  of  which  we  dcstmycd.     On  the  12th,  I  resumed  my  ' 
march,  and,  falling  into  General  Kcott's  reHirn  trace,  I  arrived,  with- 
out jiny  material  incident,  al  the  Iiii[iid.«  of  the  Ohio  on  the  2lKt  in- 
sl;itit,  after  a  murch,  hy  acc'uralc  cimi|iilattim,  of  four  hundred  and 
fiftvHxio  niilM  from  Fo'rl  \Whliij:t..ii. 
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amies,  .ir  pro'visious,  must  ecaso  to  war, 

Correspondence,  Addresses,  Etc.  239 

and  will  find  active  employ  to  subsist  their  squaws  and  children 
during  the  impending  winter. 

Should  the  services  secure  to  the  country  I  immediately  repre- 
sented, and  the  corps  which  I  had  the  honor  to  command,  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  government,  I  shall  infer  the  approbation 
of  my  own  conduct,  which,  added  to  the  consciousness  of  my  hav- 
ing done  my  duty,  will  constitute  the  richest  reward  I  can  enjoy. 

Mr.  Charles  Vancouvre  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  this  letter 
to  your  Excellency,  who  attended  me  as  quartermaster  to  the  expe- 
dition, and  rendered  me  important  services.  He  h  able  to  give  you 
a  satisfactory  idea  of  the  situation  of  the  country  over  which  I 
passed,  and  can  ascertain  with  precision  the  course  and  distance  to 
any  point  of  my  route.  I  recf.)mmend  him  to  you  as  a  gentleman 
of  worth.  ^ 


Geneilvl  St.  Clair  to  ALvjor  IIamtramck. 

Au(/mt  30,  1791. 

Sir: — As  soon  us  the  surveyor  returns  from  the  Miunii  Kiver,  and 
has  reiM)rte<l  to  you  that  the  route  from  the  camp  to  tiic  banks  of 
tliat  river  is  laid  out,  you  will  move  with  the  troops  under  your 
command  to  a  situation  on  or  near  its  banks  by  either  of  the  two 
lines  Mr.  Gano  will  have  marked,  which,  upon  a  conference  with 
him,  you  shall  judge  the  l>est.  A  road  must  be  oj)ened  as  you  ad- 
vance, for  the  pas^sago  of  the  artillery,  and  as  soon  as  the  artillery 
horses  arrive,  two  pieces  will  Ihj  sent  forward  to  you.  You  will 
please  to  choose  a  defensible  position,  and  such  as  may  admit  the 
troops,  which  are  now  here  under  command  of  C-olonel  Darke,  con- 
sisting of  about  three  hundred  men. 

Major  Ferguson  has  orders  to  mark  out  the  ground  for  a  small 
fort,  to  be  inclosed  with  pickets,  in  doing  which  you  will  af!<>rd  him 
such  assistance  as  he  shall  reipiire ;  and  as  soon  after  as  may  be, 
you  will  emi)loy  all  the  men  that  can  possibly  be  spared  for  that 
purpose,  in  cutting  down  pickets,  pointing  them,  and  carrying  to 
the  place  where  they  are  to  be  ])ut  up,  agreeably  to  such  directions 
as  Major  Ferguson  may  give.  The  work  will  require  about  twelve 
hundred  pickets.  It  is  my  idea  that  the  best  way  to  get  it  soon 
finished  is  to  give  the  men  an  easy  task  for  the  day,  and  when  they 
have  performed  it,  that  they  should  bo  dismissed.     I  suppose  three 

'  The  orthogrnpby  of  names  of  villugos,  streums,  and  ludians,  us  found  in 
the  MS.,  has  been  followed. 


iiiul  I  tjikc  llif  libcTly  to  iTcniuiiitin!  lliis  luotliiid. 
sliniiM  0>l..iivl  Ihirin-  j..iii  yoii  Mun-  my  rrturn 
to  |>iLt  inlo  Ijis  1j:uii)s,  an  hv  will  ul'  cuiirsi.'  [iik<-  tlu 
The  asaistant  qiurtermaater  has  orders  for  the 
the  tents. 


Generju.  Kkox  to  the  Preside 

[Extwet]  War  OfHCe,  Sejd. 

Yesterday  Afternoon  I  received  a  letter  from  Gt 
the  8th  of  August,  referring  tu  one  of  the  3d  of 
by  Captain  Mills,  which  I  have  not  yet  received. 

He  complaius  that  neither  General  Butler  nor  i 
had  joined  him,  allhough  it  would  seem  that  a  \ 
force  had. 

He  a\m^  complains  that  the  contractor's  agent  ha 
riod  iiiilliniiiy  t.-  |irfM'iire  thoi  horses  t'l  transport  ti 
that  hr  hail  .lir.^-ir'1  a  Inrnier  order  of  his  own  foi 
eight  hundred  horses  to  be  carried  into  execution. 
He  mentions  that,  upon  reconsideration,  he  : 
that  he  shall  not  be  able  to  move  forward  with  the 
the  let  of  September,  but  that  ho  should  move  wi 
had,  the  next  day,  about  six  miles  in  advance,  s 
General  Butler. 


General  St.  Clair  to  General  K 
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they  vill  follow,  but  I  doubt  I  have  been  too  eanguine  in  my  calcu- 
latioD  of  the  time  necessary  for  erecting  the  fort  there,  but  as  soon 
as  it  is  incloeed,  and  the  shell  of  the  houaea  up,  the  garrison  will  be 
able  to  complete  it  for  themselves  before  winter.  The  commisoary 
has  got  forward  to  that  place  about  one  hundred  thousand  mtions, 
and  the  quartermaster  informs  me  that  be  expects  to  move  Irom 
hence  every  thing  immediately  necessary  in  bis  department  by  the 
21st,  and  the  court  of  inquiry  will  probably  be  over  about  the  same 
time,  so  that  I  do  not  now  see  any  thing  that  is  likely  to  impede  us 
any  further.  I  have  given  you,  sir,  this  short  view  of  our  present 
expectations  for  your  satisfaction,  because  this  letter,  which  goes  by 
a  light  canoe  of  the  contractor's  to  Pittsburgh,  may  possibly  get  to 
hand  before  that  of  the  18th,'  where  they  are  detailed  more  at  hirge, 
to  assure  you  once  more  that  every  possible  exertion  shall  be  made 
to  bring  the  campaign  to  a  speedy  and  happy  issue. 


Gbseral  Knox  to  the  PnEarDENT. 

War  DEPARTsrENT,  Sepleinber  24,  1791. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  since  my  last,  I  have 
received  several  letters  from  Muji>r-Goneral  St.  Clair,  up  to  the  29th 
of  the  last  montli.  He  complains  heavily  that  neither  General 
Butler  nor  the  quartermaster  had  Joined  him,  aud  s^ems  to  be  ap- 
prehensive that  the  state  of  the  river  would  prevent  their  arriv^ 
alb^ther. 

Under  this  impression,  he  has  called  upon  the  county  JleutenaDts 
to  meet  him  the  3d  of  September,  in  order  to  obtain  from  them  as 
many  militia  as  he  might  require.  He  was  induced  to  thU  measure 
from  the  advice  of  Judge  Innes,  and  others,  in  ortler  to  jxirsuade 
the  lieutenants,  to  a  measure,  which  it  seems  they  would  cnlcr  with 
an  order  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  which  they  had  not  re- 
ceived. I  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  by  your  authority,  on 
the  15th  of  July,  requesting  him  to  Instruct  the  county  liciitonants 
of  Kentucky  that,  in  case  General  St.  Clair  should  call  for  militia, 
that  there  should  be  no  obstruction.  He  answered  on  the  4th  of 
August,  "that  he  had  embraced  the  first  opportunity  to  instruct 
General  Scott  to  use  every  exertion  to  ius-ure  them  of  ample  com- 

'Evidenlly  an  error  in  dute.     The  letter  referred  to  nover  rciicbcd  its 
destiDatiuD.    See  letter  of  General  Kliox  to  St.  Cluir,  October  13tb,  p.  217. 
Vol.  11—16. 
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pliauce  with  the  requUition  of  the  general  of  the  Federal  Iroope  far 
militia." 

But  I  flatter  myself  that  ho  will  not  think  pr>:iper  to  require  aoy 
mililiu,  ('xcej)ltug,  perhaps,  two  or  three  hundred  mounted  Toliin- 
teors.  As  it  will  appear,  from  the  inclo^  statement  of  troops 
taken  fruni  tin;  muster-rolU,  that,  deducting  for  sick  and  desertions, 
he  will  have,  on  the  lOlh  of  this  month,  above  two  thousand  effect- 
ives, regulars  and  levies,  besides  making  an  allowance  of  nearly  four 
hundred  for  u  on -effectives. 

The  hornew  for  the  quartermastor'a  department  for  tniDsporting 
the  provisions  and  for  the  artillery,  were  providetl,  and  the  artillery 
and  ammimitiou  for  the  iuloulr}'  were  io  readioesi,  and  the  troops 
wJiieh  had  asr^emhled  on  the  loth  of  August,  had,  «n  that  day, 
moved  fiirward  to  the  eroasing  of  the  Miami,  and  reached  the  fiiBt 
post  of  coiunumicatiou.  General  St.  Clair  is  appr*hen9i\-e  that 
what  Cienci'al  Butler  calls  his  last  detachment  \viU  not  arrive  in  tetr- 
H<iu,  hut  that  lie  shall  not  wait  for  it.  If  the  enemy  meuns  to  make 
pnijiiiMils  tiir  i)™ce,  it  is  not  likely  to  happen  until  the  army  is  in 
moliuti.     I  lifjifve  they  will  give  ut-  credit  for  numbers  Eufhcient  to 
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Genekal  Kxox  to  (ii:Nrn.vL  8t.  (.'i^vib. 

War  ])i:i-ai:t>ik^t,  .K'ptniihcr  20,  1791. 

,SVc.— I  have  mvivfd  iioru  lhi^'adivr-(;cueral  Wilkinson  a  copy 
,)f  Ills  ivport  to  yuu  rclalive  U<  his  cxpudiliiai  a.L'ainsl  L'Anguille. 

As  his  eoii.hii't  aud  services  on  this  <.cc:i>i!)ii  merit  pol.Iir  thanks, 
I  li:ne  irausuiitlcd  bini  a  letter.  ..f  ^^l;i.■h  llie  loll<,win.Li  is  an  oxtnict: 

■■I  have.  1>v  thisdav's  j,..si.  iiiMrurt.d  Maii^r-C.enenil  St.  VMt— 
if  he  bad  noi'idie:,dy'i.<'i-li>ruied  that  pleiisiii-  duty— to  tbauk  you, 
in  the  name  of  the  Tresideut  of  the  I'liiled  .States,  for  the  /.eal,  ])or- 
aeverauce  and  good  conduct  mauilcsted  by  you  in  the  command  of 
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the  expedition,  and  for  the  humanity  observed  towards  the  prison- 
ers whom  you  captured.  And,  also,  to  thank  the  officers  and  pri- 
vates of  the  volunteers  for  their  activity  and  bravery  while  under 
your  command ;  and  to  express  his  hope  that  you  and  they  may 
-enjoy  in  future  entire  peace  as  a  reward  for  your  services." 

K  you  should  not  have  previously  thanked  him,  you  will  please 
do  it  according  to  the  ideas  expressed  to  him. 


General  Knox  to  the  Pbesident. 

War  Department,  October  1,  1791. 

Sir : — Yesterday  I  received  a  letter  from  General  St.  Clair,  dated 
at  Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  the  4th  ultimo.  He  had  repaired  to 
that  place  in  order  to  meet  the  county  lieutenants  of  the  district,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtain iug  such  a  number  of  militia  as  he  judged 
would  he  necessary  to  enable  the  army  to  acconi])lish  tlie  objects 
which  had  lx?cn  directed.  He  ajrreed  with  the  couutv  lieutenants 
that  eleven  liuudred  and  fifty  non-cora missioned  and  privates  should 
be  drafted,  although  ho  says  he  neither  ex])ects  nor  dcsiros  more 
than  seven  hundred  and  fifty.  Thev  are  to  ho  at  Fort  Wasliin^ijton 
on  the  25tli  ultimo.  He,  u]K)n  a  full  considenition  and  consultation 
with  the  county  lieutenants,  decided  that  tlie  militia  to  l)e  callcMl  out 
should  not  be  volunteers,  but  to  act  as  infantry,  and  to  serve  for 
three  months  if  necressjiry.  The  county  lieutenants  were  unanimous 
and  cordial  in  their  ])romises. 

In  the  meantime,  he  had  ordered  the  first  division  of  the  troops, 
already  assembled  at  or  near  Fort  Washington,  to  move  to  the 
Miami  River  on  the  2d  ultimo,  about  thirty-five  miles  from  Fort 
Washington,  and  Colonel  Darke,  with  the  second  division,  to  follow 
as  soon  as  possible.  This  would  ha  the  first  post  of  communication, 
and  as  soon  as  it  should  be  finished,  which  he  exjK'cts  will  be  in  ten 
days'  after  its  commencement,  lie  would  move  forward  to  establish 
a  second  post,  and  there  he  shall  exi)ect  to  be  joined  by  General 
Butler  and  the  militia  from  Kentucky.  He  ^eems  to  think  it  im- 
prudent  to  move  farther  than  a  second  until  his  whole  force  slioidd 
\)c  collected.  He  sup])oses,  from  his  iufbrmati(m,  that  it  is  possible 
to  assemble  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  hostile  Indians,  but  that  they 
can  not  subsist  long  together,  as  the  country  is  very  far  from  l>eing 
stocked  with  game. 

I  am  persuaded  that  General  Butler  must  have  joined  with  the 
rear  about  the  12th  ultimo. 
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General  St.  Ciair  says :  "  I  beg  you  to  o-isuru  the  President  that 
nuUiing  cau  E'xc<»d  the  ausicty  I  feel  tu  have  die  iijwratioBs  of  the 
campaigu  bcgiiu,  and  it  is  a  jwint  on  which,  for  wime  time  past,  I 
have  lieeii  uueasy  to  a  great  degree  ;  to  forward  the  preparations, 
iiothiug  has  lieeu  left  uudone,  early  and  late,  with  the  few  loea 
under  my  cumniund." 

luikfd,  judging  from  the  very  flill  communications  uf  General  St 
Clair,  which  I  have  forborne  troubling  yoii  with  at  present  in  the 
detail,  it  would  appear  that  he  has  exerted  himself  in  the  highest 
degree,'  Ttie  distanoe  of  the  secand  post  will  be  probably  about 
seventy  miles  fnim  Fort  Washington,  and  alwut  fifty  miles  from  the 
Miami  village.  He  will  have  all  the  regular  force  Ijefore  he  leav« 
hia  firat  pofit  of  communicatioD,  and  it  will  probably  be  superior  to 
all  possible  combinations  which  may  lie  brought  against  him.  But, 
although  his  regular  force  may  apjiear  to  W  sufficient  at  this  di»- 
tancc,  3'et,  confiding  in  his  judgment,  his  call  of  the  militia  will,  ia. 
all  hiimua  probability,  give  the  greatest  certainty  to  his  operations, 
and  which,  I  flatter  myself,  will  be  eutirely  efficacious  and  honorable 
to  the  government- 
Had  llie  <H)erution!;  commenced  two  montlis  earlier,  it  would  have 
been  more  comfortiible  for  the  troo]>s,  and  liave  given  greater  time 
to  have  improved  all  advantages.  But  the  extensive  field  from 
which  tjio  troops  have  been  collccicil,  the  lowumis  of  the  waters  on 
the  Oliio,  and  the  tedious  delays  "f  some  of  the  agents  in  the  busi- 
ness, have  rendered  an  earlier  campaigu  impracticable. 


jr.\.ioi:-(!i;xT:iiAr.  Bi-tlki:  to  (iF,Ni:n.\L  St.  Clair. 

i'\m-  .M[.\Mi,  OctolierSil,  1791. 

S!r:—I  have  t!ic  lioiior  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  dupli- 
cate of  the  proceohngs  of  the  Cmirt  of  Inquiry  on  the  conduct  of 
Brigadier-General  Hiirmar,  cnmuiandin^  officer  on  the  ex])editioii8 
against  the  Jliami  Imiiaiis  ]ii>t  year.' 

I  have  also  tlic  pleasure  to  inlWrni  you  that  the  army  will  march 
to-morrow  moriiiriir  at  « i>'elock.  Hor-e-  are  distributed  to  the  troo|js, 
and  luiiiuiiTiirion  dislriliuled  as  lollmv-.  vi/.:  All  tjie  artillery,  ex- 
ci[it  sjxiy  niiinds  per  gini,  and  liidf  (he  iiiiisket  cartridges.     Captain 

cpiil  St.  Clair,  wlikii  iiri.  nii~-iii<;  Iroin  lln'  (;,:v,ti,iii,-iiI  arcliivcs,     St.  CUir'a 
own  eoyiP.-^  wore  lost  on  the  Uh  of  Ni.winl.rr. 

''  Finiling  of  the  Court — tlie  ncquittiil  of  Gpneriil  Hjirmar  with  honor. 
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Hontford,  with  a  detachmeut  as  directed,  chiefly  of  the  eonixdeseerUs, 
has  moved  this  day  to  the  fort  A  body  of  the  contractors'  stores 
have  crossed  the  river  under  a  covering  party  for  the  night,  and 
"will  join  on  the  line  of  march  when  the  army  comes  up.  I  liave 
just  received  a  verbal  report  fn)m  Captain  Ginnon,  the  surveyor, 
who  is  returned.  He  has  been  seven  miles,  and  says  the  &ce  of  the 
<50untry  is  level  but  very  brushy,  and  in  his  opinion  it  is  impracti- 
cable for  loaded  horses  to  get  on  without  a  road.  Of  this  I  will  be 
a  better  judge  as  I  advance  and  try  the  present  order  of  march, 
etc.  Should  I  find  it  impracticable  to  execute,  I  feel  confident  that 
any  directions  that  may  be  necessary  to  facilitate  the  movement  will 
meet  your  approbation.  The  road  is  cut  one  and  a-half  miles  to  a 
good  stream  of  water  and  groimd  to  encamp  on.  Five  miles  ad- 
vanced of  that  is  a  large  creek,  which  is  three  feet  deep  at  the  place 
he  crossed,  but  a  little  below  is  a  ford,  which  it  is  probable  we  must 
up  font].  Should  I  not  have  the  honor  to  see  you  to-morrow  evening, 
I  will  continue  the  march,  and  advise  you  of  my  progress. 


General  St.  (.'lair  to  Secretary  Knox. 

Fort  Wasiiixotox,  October  C)th,  1791. 

Sir: — I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  tliat  the  army 
moved  from  Yort  lliimilton,  the  name  I  liav(?  given  to  tlie  fort  on 
the  ^liaini,  on  the  4th,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  under  the  command 
of  General  Butler. 

The  order  of  march  and  encampment  I  had  regulated  ])efbre,  and 
on  the  3d  returned  to  this  place  to  get  up  the  militia.  They  marched 
yesterday,  ami  consist  of  but  about  throe  hundred  men,  as  you  will 
see  by  the  enclosed  abstmct  of  the  muster.  I  have  reason  to  l)e- 
lieve,  however,  that  at  least  an  e([ual  number  will  be  up  here  bv  the 
10th,  and  I  have  left  orders  for  them  to  follow  us.  The  nionthlv 
return  should  have  accomj^anied  this  letter,  but  it  was  not  rea<ly 
when  I  left  camp,  and  has  not  been  forwarded  since.  1  have  hitherto 
found  it  imjK)ssiVjle  to  reduce  theofiicers  commanding  corps  to  punc- 
tuality with  resi)ect  to  their  returns,  but  they  are  men<ling.  (.)ur 
number,  after  deducting  the  garrisons  of  this  j)lace  and  Fort  Ham- 
ilton, are  about  two  thoiLsand,  exclusive  of  the  militia.  I  trust  I 
shall  find  them  sufficient,  and  should  tlie  rest  of  the  militia  come 
on,  it  will  make  the  matter  pretty  certain  ;  but  the  season  is  now  so 
far  advanced,  that  I  fear  the  intermediate  posts,  which  would,  in- 
deed, have  been  highly  necessary,  it  will  be  im^wssible  to  establish. 
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Ill  tbat,  however,  I  mdBt  be  gnvernwl  hj  circumstances,  of  nbioli  I 
will  take  cure  that  yun  sbnll  be  ti])pri)>cui  in  diKi  time.  Shiiuld  the 
enemy  ciime  to  meet  us,  whieh  seems  to  be  expected,  and  be  dlstHink- 
fited,  there  will  lie  no  difficiiUies,  but  if  they  expect  us  at  the  Miami 
villages,  the  l>ii>iLiie«8  will  wear  aaother  lace,  aitd  the  intermediate 
pDsId  bt^come  inure  eBseiilial. 

Since  the  i|iuirtermaster  has  been  here,  and  got  into  his  gears, 
which  it  touk  him  a  little  time  to  do,  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with 
him,  and  do  iHlieve  he  will  answer  the  descriptioD  which  you  was 
pleased  to  give  me  of  him;  hiH  busiuew  i!e«ms  now  to  be  well- 
arranged. 

In  order  to  iummunieate  with  some  degree  of  certaluty  with  your 
office,  )  hnvi:  directed  Captain  Buel,  when  ho  arrives,  to  send  a  ser- 
geant and  t\\e]vo  men  to  a  house  that  hnx  l)eeu  newly  erected,  half- 
way I)etwcn  lilw  place  and  Lesingtoii,  to  each  of  which  two  mea 
are  to  be  sent  i>d'  on  every  Monday  morning  to  carry  dbpalches. 
Those  fur  the  ^\'!ir  Office,  or  any  other  public  lett^ra,  to  be  put  inU* 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Charles  Wilkina,  merchant,  of  Lexington,  who 
liiis  eii;;;iiL;ed  tn  iiirwiird  all  I  have  occjwion  to  send,  reirularly,  once 
a  torlnJj:iil;  mid  should  you,  sir.  think  pr.i]>er  to  use  the  ^me  route 
f.,r  any  of  your^,  if  they'  ure  sent  t..  hi,*  cure,  he  will  forward  them 
to  nie.  I  liavc  lieco  led  to  prefer  this  chiinnel  .if  comniunicutiou  to 
that  of  Ibe  riv<  r.  hfcuiisc  it  ii].ii(-nr.-i  to  he  riillR-r  ibe  mori'  cerlaiu 
of  the  two,  tlioULdi  it  may  he  a  little  more  lediou,*.  and  because  de- 
sertion cotitiuu.'s  to  prevail  ainotii-  ilie  troops,  and  (lie  sending  small 
piirlirs  (o  siteli  u  distunee  Ldvrs  -real  ■.i.j.orliLiiilv  to  effei't  it.  '  Gen- 
eral lintler  inlorms  me  that  no  less  llian  t»enty-.)ue  went  off  the 
ui-ht  liefoA.  tlie  iinny  moved  from  Tort  Hamilton.  I  am  tbis  m.>- 
ment  ,<,-tli]i^^  out  ll.r  tlie  army,  whii'li  I  lioiKi  to  overtake 
evening,  and  I  will  write  to  vou  ;te:aiii.  as  aoou  after  as  mav  he. 


Gknkiiai.  Rt.  Ci.aik  to  Isuai:!.  Lfi>[,nw,   Agknt  op  mr.  Cox- 

[KxtriKl.]  October  m.  1791. 

1  make  no  doubt,  .=ir,  that  vou  will  do  all  in  your  [Kiwcr — inijios- 
aibilities  I  chi  m)t  look  for.  hut,  sir,  ninety  thousand  rations 
of  provisions  on;:ht  to  have  Uvn  lit  this  place  by  this  time. 
an<i  horses  to  carry  forward  forty-iive  thousand.  This  you  know 
had  been  demainled  and  promi.sed ;  instead  of  which,  by  the 
day    after    to-morrow    I   shall    not    have   an    ounce,    uulesa  some 
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arrives  in  the  mean  time.  If  you  found  the  transportation  im- 
practicable, you  ought  to  have  informed  me,  that  I  might  have 
taken  means  to  have  got  supplies  for\^'ard,  cr  not  have  committed 
my  army  to  Vie  wilderness.  I  have  now  sent  two  hundred  and 
eighty  or  ninety  horses  from  the  quartermaster's  department  U) 
bring  a  supply ;  and  I  require  an  explicit  answer  to  the  following 
questions:  What  is  the  earliest  time  you  can  have  twenty  days' 
flour  for  the  army  forward  at  this  j)lace?  If  you  are  not  able  to 
send  on  flour  for  twenty  days,  for  how  many  days  can  you  send,  and 
when  may  it  be  exi)ected  to  arrive  with  certainty?  It  seems  to  me, 
sir,  to  be  idle  to  talk  about  disapiM>intments  in  drivers,  and  horses 
thereby  unemployed,  in  a  business  where  the  honor  and  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  arc  so  deeply  concerned  as  in  the  present.  No 
disappointment  should  have  hapi)encd  which  was  in  the  power  of 
money  to  prevent ;  and  money  could  certainly  have  prevented  any 
here.  A  competent  numlier  of  horses  were  ]>rovidcd  to  your  hand ; 
how  they  have  been  employed  I  know  not ;  certainly  one  half  of 
them  have  never  l)een  upon  the  road,  or  wo  should  not  have  been  in 
our  present  situation;  aiul  take  notice,  that  the  want  of  drivers  will 
be  no  excuse  to  a  starving  army  and  a  disappointed  peoi)le.^ 


Genkrai.  Knox  to  Genekal  8t.  Clair. 

War  Dej'Artment,  October  13,  1791. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  18th  ult.,  from  Fort  Wasliington  by  the  contractor's  light 
canoe,  which  refers  to  a  former  letter,  by  some  other  conveyance, 
not  vet  come  to  hand. 

Captain  Haskell  will  have  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  by  this  time. 
Captain  Cushing  will  probably  niareh  from  Brunswick  with  a})out 
ninety  men  on  the  18th  instant. 

AVe  shall  be  extremely  anxious  to  hear  from  you  while  upon  your 
expedition,  which,  I  pray  God,  may  succeed  in  all  its  parts. 

As  you  will  not  probably  receive  this  letter  until  your  return  from 
the  expedition,  I  sliall  not  enter  into  details. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  absent  in  Virginia,  and  will 
not  be  here  until  the  20th. 

^ThLs  letter  was  probably  dispatched  frum  Fort  liamiltoD. 


r  Papers. 


Geskilvi.  St.  Claii!  t 


Cami',  Sixty-E[iittt  asi»  a  Hau  Miles  Advasced, 
October  2Ut,  1791. 
Sir: — From  a  letter  of  the  contractora'  ageat  for  transiwrting 
the  [iruvi^iiius  of  the  nrniy,  of  the  17lli  ii)!<laiit,  I  have  the  g^ea^ 
eat  roiisiiii  tci  fenr  a  ili«iii]Himtmeiit  which  miiy  render  the  whole 
camiKkigii  iibortive.  You  will,  therefure,  sir,  with  all  the  espeditioD 
you  oan  make,  gn  Iwick  ami  nbtain  a  certain  ami  preelse  aectmnt  frwra 
him,  of  the  meit-inrea  he  lias  taken  to  afford  a  certain  mipply  of  pro- 
vinions  liir  the  iirmy,  iiu(  only  at  this  place,  but  at  every  other 
where  it  may  move  to;  and  on  the  communication,  I  xhould  have 
been  j;l"d  li)  have  fiiriii.-bi?il  ynu  with  a,  copy  of  my  oriluw  to  biia 
upon  the  ^ubje('t,  but  I  buve  them  not  with  me;  they  are  in  gen- 
eral these ;  That  liirlv-live  thoumnd  rations  of  prtivisionH  shuuld 
move  with  the  iiiiiiy  ;  that  twice  in  every  ten  daj-a  fitrty-fivc  thuiw- 
anil  ralitiu.s  shoiilcl  muve  from  Fort  Washington  to  the  next  pi»t, 
until  IhiTu  biiuilre.l  ami  sixty  thousand  rations  were  Bent  forward; 
that  furly-five  tiiMii-;ui<l  rations  tibnnld  again  move  with  the  army 
from  the  first  jicist  t)  li  second,  and  an  eijual  number  twice  in  every 
ten  (lays  until  ilie  ir-Jdue  of  the  three  hnndn^l  and  nixty  thoiimnd 
were  ciiriiod  fi)r\Viird.  and  bo  on  from  post  to  post,  still  raimng  with 
foHy-live  lii'iHsanil  i-ationa.  Tliey  have  feiled  entirely  in  enabliug 
nic  to  iiiiive  will)  iiirty-five  thoutmnd  rations,  and  from  the  lettw 
above  MiiTilimKii,  the  agent  aeema  nut  to  expect  to  move  any  be- 
VDiiil  liii-  [ilacf;  fur  he  wiy^:  "If  yuu  move  ftosa  thenee  (meao- 
iii|,'  llii-plai'i-)  j^liorlly,  and  take  ten  days' pruvipions  with  yon,  it irfU 
clrjiiivi'  iin  iif  llie  mguus  ty  trauspiirt  what  may  bo  net'es:-nry  after 
that  i^exlmu-lr  .       .-       . 
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pected  a  drove  of  cattle  very  soon ;  whether  they  are  arrived  or  not 
I  am  not  informed.  I  have  written  to  him  on  this  occasion  ;  but  I 
request  you  to  inform  yourself,  and,  if  necessary,  to  make  provision 
there  also ;  and,  indeed,  there  is  not  a  moment  to  lose  about  it,  and 
to  provide  for  any  deficiency.  He  writes  me  that  the  measures  he 
has  taken  will  give  a  supply  to  the  last  of  December  or  a  month 
longer,  but  nothing  must  be  left  to  hazard. 


General  St.  Clair  to  Secretary  Knox. 

Camp,  Eighty-one  ^Iiles  Advanced  of  Fort  Washington, 

November  1,  1791. 

Sir: — Since  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  21st  instant, 
nothing  very  material  has  happened,  and,  indeed,  I  am  at  present 
80  unwell,  and  have  been  so  for  some  time  past,  that  I  could  ill  de- 
tail it  if  it  had  ha[)peued — not  that  that  space  of  time  has  boon  en- 
tirely barren  of  incidents,  but  as  few  of  them  have  been  of  the 
agreeal)le  kind,  I  beg  you  to  accept  a  sort  of  journal  account  of 
them,  which  will  })e  the  easiest  for' me. 

On  the  22d,  the  indisposition  that  had  hung  about  me  for  some 
time,  sometimes  api)earing  as  a  ])ilious  colic,  and  sometimes  iis  a 
rheumatic  asthma,  to  my  great  satisfaction,  changed  to  a  gout  in 
the  loft  arm  and  hand,  leaving  the  breast  and  stomach  j)erfcctly  re- 
lieved, and  the  cough,  which  had  been  excessive,  entirely  gone. 
This  day,  Mr.  Ellis,  with  sixty  militia  from  Kentucky,  joined  the 
army,  an<l  brought  up  a  quantity  of  flour  and  beef. 

23(/. — Two  men  taken  in  the  act  of  desertin!^  to  the  enemy,  and 
one  for  shootinij^  another  soldier  and  threatening;  to  kill  an  officer, 
W(Te  hanged  up;)n  the  grand  parade,  the  whole  army  being  drawn 
out.  Snice  the  army  has  halted,  the  country  around  this,  and  ahead 
for  fifteen  miles,  has  been  well  examined.  It  is  a  country  which,  had 
we  arrived  a  month  sooner  in  it,  and  with  three  times  the  number  of 
animals,  they  would  have  been  all  fat  now. 

24f/t.— Named  the  fort  Jefferson  (it  lies  in  hit.  50,  4.22  N.),  and 
marched,  the  same  Indian  path  serying  to  conduct  us  about  six: 
miles,  and  encamped  on  good  ground  and  in  an  excellent  position ;  a 
rivulet  in  front  and  a  very  large  plain,  which  would,  at  the  ])roper 
season  afford  forage  for  a  thousand  horses,  on  the  left.  So  ill  this 
day  that  I  had  much  difficulty  in  keeping  with  the  army. 

25^. — Very  hard  rains  last  night ;  obliged  to  halt  to-day  on  ac- 


|.r.iiiii,.,-s.,l'il,<.nit[i  t.>  tlic  officers.  Tliirtirn  luivo  !" 
liy  C'.O.iikI  UiirkfliMlav. 

"2T(/i.--(i;LV.>  <.r.l.i>  'ioi-  onli^tinj;  \\h-  kvics.  \\h] 
serving  out  their  time  in  tlie  prescut  corps.  I'iaiuiu) 
vamp  with  his  wurriura.  1  was  m  unwell,  could  oiil 
bid  him  welcome;  but  entered  on  no  busiuots.  Coueid 
&otion  oman^  the  levies  about  their  eiilLilments. 

Z&th. — Sonic  elothiug  neat  for  to  Port  Wnsihington  i 
Arrived,  una  begun  to  he.  iliBtribiitcd,  nutl  w-Ul  have 
bat  tlio  enlisting  the  It^vics  docs  not  meet  with  the  < 
that  might  have  been  oxpcot»l.  It  is  not  openly  coi 
the  officers,  but  it  a  certainly  privately  by  iume  of  h 
tliG  meaE^ure  of  tempting  them  with  warm  clothii 
Mr.  Hiid^'dun  writes  roe  tliat  he  is  sendiug  forward 
woolen  ovcrulls  and  wh-Ub,  by  G«nenil  ButliVs  orde 
ilercit  them  tu  Iw  <li;ii«8iti'd  nt  Ftirt  JHfcrson.  Sor 
about  us — prolmbly  ihuec  the  militin  fell  in  with  ft  d 
Two  of  the  lovieB  were  fired  upon  about  three  miles 
two  of  the  militia  likowisp.  One  of  lliein  got  in, 
missing — supposed  to  bo  taken. 

29ih.  —  Flamingo  and  his  people,  accompanit 
Sparks  and  four  good  riflemen,  going  on  s  scout;  t) 
pose  to  return  under  ten  days,  unless  they  sooner  at 
prisoDers. 

30(A.— The  army  moved  about  nine  o'clock,  and, 
coltT,  made  seven  miles,  having  left  a  conaideia 
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at  first  reported  that  one-half  of  them  had  gone  off,  and  that  their 
design  was  to  plundei  the  convoys  which  were  upon  the  road.  I 
detached  the  first  regiment  in  pursuit  of  'them,  with  orders  to- 
Major  Hamtramck  to  send  a  sufRcicnt  guard  back  with  Beuhani  (a 
commissary)  whenever  he  met  with  them,  and  follow  about  twenty- 
five  miles  below  Fort  Jefferson,  or  untU  he  met  the  second  convoy, 
and  then  return  and  join  the  army.  Benliam  arrived  last  night, 
and  to-day,  November  1st,  the  anny  is  halted  to  give  the  road-cut- 
tens  an  opportunity  of  getting  some  distance  ahead,  and  that  I 
might  write  to  you.  I  am  this  day  considerably  recovered,  and  hojxj 
that  it  will  turn  out  what  I  at  first  expected  it  would  be,  a  friendly 
fit  of  the  gout,  come  to  relieve  me  from  every  other  complaint. 

Yesterday,  I  was  favored  with  yours  of  the  28th  and  20th  of  Sep- 
tember. I  have  inclosed  my  communications  with  the  old  and  new 
contractors,  and  their  answers.  My  orders  from  the  posts  to  tliem 
are  not  yet  definitive,  but  they  will  be  very  soon.  In  the  meantime, 
I  expect  they  arc  both  at  work. 

P.  S. — Your  k*ttfi*s,  to  Geueral  Wilkinson  and  General  Scott,  Mr. 
Jones  and  Mr.  Brown,  are  .sent  back;  and  the  public  thanks,  in  tlic 
name  of  the  President,  ])rei5entc(l  to  General  Wilkinson,  agreeably 
to  your  directions. 


The  CxVmpaiox  ix  the  Indian  Country. 

[Prom  the  Diary  of  Miijor  Ebenezer  Donny,  Aid-.Ie-Camp  to  Mnjor-Gcncral 

St.  Clair.] 

FoPvT  Washington,  8(>pt.  l.*f. 

General  St.  Clair  appears  exceedingly  impatient  at  the  delay  or 
detention  of  some'  of  the  corps.  The  quartermaster-geneml,  Ilodg- 
don,  not  yet  come  on,  and  General  Butler,  the  second  in  command, 
is  also  back.  Preparations  for  the  cam])aign  very  l)ackward.  Gen- 
eral Harmar  seems  det<?rmined  to  quit  the  service ;  has  positively 
refused  going  on  the  campaign,  and  takes  no  command. 

lih, — General  Butler,  and  llodgdon,  the  quartermaster-general, 
with  Captain  Newman's  company  f)f  the  kSe(M)n(l  regiment,  arrive. 
General  Harmar  solicits  a  court  of  inquiry  to  examine  into  his  con- 
duct in  the  last  campaign.  The  court  is  <)rdered — General  Richard 
Butler  the  president.  Several  days  spt^nt  in  examining  the  tc^sti- 
mony.  The  court  make  a  report  to  the  Commander-in-(/hief  highly 
honorable  to  General  Harmar.  It  was  impossible  for  me  not  to  1)0 
affected  by  the  determination  of  Geneml  Harmar.  I  knew  that  he 
only  waited  for  the  march  of  the  army,  when  he  would  ascend  the 


Lj.'ii]  '//■■   S/.  I.lair  Pttpfrs. 

river  Mitli  his  fiiniiiv  ^iml  r.iirt'  to  civil  \\\ti.  5Iy  secret  wish  was  to 
neciiitijinuv  liiiii ;  lie  ili^oivfred  it,  aiid  iuforineJ  me  tlmt  he  would 
aplily  lor  nii  offieers  coniniund  to  encort  am!  work  his  boat  to  Pilt»- 
biirgli,  and  liad  uo  Hmilii  but  that  Ociu^rnl  St.  Clair,  upon  being 
usktd,  would  onler  niv  <tn  that  fcrrice.  I  mode  the  request  in 
writiiifr:  wns  tuiswcnil  ilmt  itoould  not  be  granted.  I  stayed  with 
Geiieiiil  Iliirniiir  mid  liis  Tuinily  until  the  lost  moment.  He  con- 
vcrse<l  fniiucndy  iiml  freidy  with  n  few  of  his  friends  (in  the  i>rob- 
able  n'sult  nf  the  ('uiii|iiii>;ii;  predicted  a  defeat.  He  suspected  & 
dii'lMiriitiixi  iti  luc  til  ri-,-if.'ii;  discouraged  the  idea.  "You  must," 
said  he,  "  p\  oti  tlu'  <'uin]iaign  ;  some  will  escape,  aud  you  may  be 

2(>f/i.^Lcf(  Fnri  \V:l^]ling^on  and  priK-wded  to  join  my  regiment. 
Aniviil  ill  till'  Jinny  next  day,  Fuuud  u  {ilcaKiDt  encampment 
twunly-tliicf  niiic^  J'Min  Fnrt  Wusliington,  on  the  Great  Miami. 
TIk'  [ninci[i:d  |i:irt  ci|  tlio  troops  have  Iteen  at  this  place  since  the 
15t!i.  tmililiii;:  !i  stuikaiie  fort  with  four  bastioDit.  Burracks  to  ao- 
coniiiiixhite  one  biui'livd  men, 

2'Mh. — Coiinmiiicl  my  duty  as  adjutant.  Major  Hamtramck  th« 
ciinuuiimliiifr  oftii-iT  .if  the  regimeut.  We  ore  informed  that  upward 
(if  Dtic  liuiiilri'il  hor-c(j  have  been  stolen,  supposed  by  the  enemy, 
fruni  till'  vLcinily  nf  Fort  Wasliiugton ;  some  of  ihem  cut  from  their 
fii>liNiin,L's  iijiiltr  tljc  walla  of  the  fort. 

Ill  iiid-dc-camp  to  Uie  Commander-iu-Chief.   With 
ini>;|ied  mid  handed  in  a  set  of  monthly  r«tuma. 
il  the  General's  family,  found  to  consist  of  Colonel 
iiiiiii-L'i'iii'nLl,  t^iiimt  Mahvrtie,  a  young  FreQchmaa 
1  iO,;,i:.i'l.T  .if  viiliititviT  rM.  iin.i  the  General. 
iv( '.. nimini.lvr-iT..('liief  1.1  Flirt  ■\Viishiugtim.  Three 
i:'iil  Jiisi  iruHu.l  (but  plare  fiom  KeiiUicky. 
r  i.f  riiililiii  :ir<>  iv|".rird  t..  Iiuv.-  .iescrtcl  jdready. 
i)t  unil  iiiiTi'  .if  tbe  militia  .I.'M'I'I.iI  hist  nidit. 
r  (Vi-m  th,.  ;i.-my  iiiriv.^s  in  [.n.-iiil  nf  .Irscrtcrs.    A 
iity-liv,-  .l.siTte.!  ....  th.'  ni-hl  uf  the  ri.l. 
lie   .ntiii'iiily  in  -flliii- Ih.'   iiiillliii    Cjiiiiilu-.l,  they 
.■  urinv.     I'nblir  di-iiiihlus   f.rwiirded  lo  seat  of 


■We  .'iMss  the  Miami  tweiily-fiv.'  miles  I'mm  Fort  Washiug- 
d  fiillow  ihi'  iii-my;  lliiir  cniii-se  north  sixteen  degrees. 
four  eiieampmenis  ami  the  militia  on  their  march.     Joined 
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in  the  eyening  as  troops  were  encamping.  Distance  from  Fort 
Washington  forty-four  and  one-fourth  miles.  The  array  is  five  days 
firom  Fort  Hamilton,  at  the  fording  of  the  Miami,  to  this  place  (not 
four  miles  a  day). 

9tt. — The  army  marched  this  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  and  en- 
camped about  three ;  gained  only  five  miles.  The  country,  thus  far 
from  the  Miami,  level,  rich,  and  exceedingly  well  watered  with 
small  branches. 

lOfA. — Array  in  motion  at  eight  o'clock.  Country  more  flat 
Crossed  a  number  of  small  rivulets  running  east  Timber  chiefly 
beech.  Grained  about  eight  miles,  and  encamped  at  four  o'clock. 
The  horses  had  been  all  tied  up  last  night,  which  enabled  an  early 
start  this  morning. 

llf^.— Ten  o'clock  this  morning  before  the  troops  took  up  the  line 
of  march.  Horses  missing,  which  occasioned  the  delay.  About 
twelve,  arrived  at  a  pretty  little  creek  running  west,  supposed  to  be 
a  branch  of  White  River.  Fresh  trails  of  Indians  discovered.  Two 
o'clo(;k,  came  directly  upon  an  extensive  wet  prairie  ;  army  obliged 
to  halt  and  encamp.  Marched  this  day  not  more  than  six  miles. 
Country  very  level,  well  watered  and  timl)ered. 

12th, — Tills  morning  sjx^ut  in  searching  the  prairie  and  examining 
for  a  imssage  across.  Genenil  Butler,  with  a  party,  set  out  early 
toward  the  east;  myself,  with  a  cuptain  and  fifty  riflemen,  to  ex- 
amine westerly.  After  pn^ceeding  about  three  miles  we  made  out 
to  cross  the  prairie,  but  with  difficulty  got  my  horse  through.  From 
this  place  we  had  a  view  for  several  miles  west ;  the  prairie  rather 
appearing  to  increase.  On  the  north  side  came  upon  a  deep-beaten 
Indian  i)ath,  which  we  followed  about  two  miles,  turned  and  re- 
crossed  the  prairie,  examined  further,  could  find  no  place  possible 
for  the  army  to  cross  without  bridging  at  least  three  hundred  yards. 
General  Butler's  report  favorable.  Ho  found  a  pretty  good  way  by 
going  three  miles  round.  Twelve  o'clock,  the  army  marched,  alter- 
ing their  course  to  north-east  thirty-five  degrees.  Passed  several 
small  prairies,  all  of  them  swampy.  Fell  in  with  an  Indian  path, 
leading  through  and  avoiding  the  wet  land.  March  this  day  five 
and  one-half  miles  over  excellent  country,  watered  with  pretty 
small  runs,  winding  alxjut  in  every  direction. 

IZth, — The  General,  with  a  few  attendants,  reconnoiters  the 
country.  !Makes  clioice  of  ground  to  erect  another  fort  for  purpose 
of  a  deposit.  The  army  moved  about  one  o'clock,  one  mile,  near  to 
this  ground  and  encamped. 

14^i. — ^Two  hundred  men  employed,  under  direction  of  Major 
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Ft^Tgusou,  at  the  new  fort.  It  ia  to  be  A  M^uare  nark,  curtaiua 
thirty-five  yanls ;  regular  t)a.'<tt<>Dg  in  each  ati^Ic.  'Hie  whole  raiwd 
with  hjgs  laid  horiamtally  ;  the  foce  of  tli<'  I'urlAitis  fi^rming  the 
renr  uf  the  hiirracks. 

liitli. — Cold  anil  nci.  Heavy  nun  lajt  night  and  contiauM  aU 
the  diiy. 

lfi(A. — Kaiii  all  last  iii;.'lil.  Kxprw»  frwm  Fort  Waafaiugtou  with 
iufonnatiiin  of  the  niiniiiiain  leader  Htid  twenty  Iiiiliaim  of  tlie 
Chickasaw  iiatton  on  tlicir  way  from  Fort  Wiiehingbin,  itnd  aim  of 
sixly  I.otvc-load:-  of  fl.a.r. 

illh. — Tim  now  (iirt  ^'ofs  on  but  slowly,  Wcnther  very  bad; 
constant  rain  iii^'ht  ami  >l;>y.  A  riflt^nmn  of  tlie  militin,  a  few  milca 
tVoin  cacnp,  with  leave  U<  hunt,  fired  npou  by  a  eiugle  Indian  and 
Avouudeil  thron^'h  tlie  hip,  but  made  his  eaca|)e  iut<i  camp.  M«n 
desert ;  four  of  llie  First  regiment  went  off  Binei?  our  urnvol  bero. 

IHIIi. — A  cimri'iuait  II  of  wet,  diaign-eoblc  weather.  The  army 
wiiuhl  have  Uvu  »iihi)Ut  bread  alter  to-day  hud  not  a  email 
sujiliiy  of  iiirty-L-ijilit  liDrse-loads  nrrived. 

lUlJi. — All  Uie  licirsL.-»  of  the  army,  quarlermastera'  as  well  aa  con- 
tnutors".  M-nl  IkuU  l<ir  a  supply  of  flour.  Unpardonable  misman- 
agement in  the  |.r..vi>ii.Ti  ile]jnrtinent.  Troops  put  on  half  allow- 
auee  of  Hour.  ('.il..ijel  Oldham,  eiimmandiug  offloer  of  militiil. 
.lireeteil  In  liinii-li  an  e-r..rt  lo  ;:..  Iiaek  with  tlit-  horses.  Uk  men 
<[,><-l;ire  if  ihev  are  -.lit  on  thai  ilulv  lliev  will  not  return.  Fal- 
were enlisted  Ix-gins  to  ex- 
iL';  several  n  few  days  ago, 
dis.-harp'.  All  nf  CaplaUi 
..■liaif:<d.  Au  express  this 
oiiipauy  of  the  Second 
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1)||//,._'|-1„.  li )■,„■  whieli  llie  levie: 

pirr.  -l-rii  ^u^^■.■  di-eliai-<>d  lliis  nionii 
■\:Ur.  Irvlrs  fn.to  VirL'iiiia  riaiiii  llui, 
Ilanalis  c.inpaTiv  ir..n.  Alexandria  <: 
dav  fVo-u  Fort  Wusliii.-t.m.  Cui-lain 
iv-irnriit  had  arrived  ihnv  fmin  tli,.  ,■: 
'lil.'/.— Very  .-ev>-r.-  iV.-l  laM  ni^^lil 
liair  inrh  ihiek.     Th.'  in..d  -r  ..m  l>ni 
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^'r.i-s  from  tlie  prairie  r.. 

■,   the  (ieneral  has  been 

il"in  half  «  ponn.1  of  that 
<.f  beef.  This,  however, 
deserted  last  uight,  and 
ir  Lexington,  who  joined 
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118  this  day  ^ith  about  sixty  men,  liap{)eDcd  to  meet  those  "wLo 
went  off  this  morning,  and  brought  them  back.  He  informed  us 
that  a  number  of  the  militia  who  had  deserted  from  Fort  Washing- 
ton, and  on  the  march,  had  been  apprehended  in  Kentucky,  and 
were  confined  in  the  jaik.  Two  brigades  of  horses,  loaded  with 
flour,  arrived  this  day,  estimated  at  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
{X)unds ;  also  a  small  drove  of  cattle.  The  quartermaster-general 
is  ordered  to  Fort  Washington  to  make  some  more  certain  arrange- 
ment with  regard  to  supplies  of  provisions — the  contractor  not  to 
be  depended  on. 

23J. — ^Two  artiller}'mcn  attempted  to  desert  to  the  enemy,  were 
taken,  tried,  and  sentenced  to  suffer  death ;  were  bunged,  along  with 
one  of  the  levies,  for  shooting  his  comrade.  The  country  for  ten 
miles  round  has  been  well  explored.  Many  large  wet  prairies, 
especially  to  the  west,  Uplanil  thin,  covered  chiefly  with  white 
oak.  Fine  springs  which  feofl  the  prairies.  Any  quantity  of 
meadow  gn)uncl — natural  meadow. 

2Aih. — The  army  took  up  their  line  of  march  about  9  o'cliK^k. 
Pur^iUO(l  tliu  old  Indian  ])ath  leading  north  thrf)ugh  a  fine  opi'n 
W(K)ds.  The  soil  and  timber  of  a  superior  quality.  Gained  :  ix 
miles  and  encamped  along  the  bank  of  a  handsome  creek  running 
east;  a  larL^e  prairie  on  our  left.'  A  cai)tain*H  command  left  at  the 
new  ft)rt,  calle<l  Fort  Jefferson,  with  all  the  men  unable  to  march. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  has  })een  unwell  for  some  time  past,  but  to- 
day scarcely  able  to  acr'omiianv  the  armv. 

2.')//i. — Rain  almost  all  last  night.     Troops  continued  encampe<l. 

2iMh. — luiinain  encamped.  A  i>arty  of  fifty  militia  sent  to  re- 
conuoiter  the  country  north-west  fell  in  with  five  of  the  enemy 
alxnit  fifteen  miles  from  camp,  but  owing  to  mismanagement,  the 
Indians  made  their  escape,  leaving  l)ehind  in  their  camp,  blankets, 
tomahawks,  paint,  etc.,  to  the  value  of  twenty-two  dollars.  An  ex- 
press from  the  (luartermaster-general,  resjiecting  pn)visions.  The 
Commander-in-Chief  very  ill. 

27^/i. — The  army  wait  for  a  suj)])ly  of  flour  to  enable  them  to  ])ro- 
ceed.  The  last  pound  served  out  tliis  day,  and  should  none  arrive, 
on  to-morrow  the  men  will  be  without  bread.  Much  dissatisfaction 
among  the  militia  and  levies;  the  hiUer  claim  their  discharge;  say 
they  have  served  lon":er  than  the  term  for  which  thev  have  en- 
listed.  The  eidistments  are  indeed  somewhat  extraordinary ;  they 
sixjcify  six  mouths  after  assembling  at  the  rendezvous  on  the  fron- 


'  This  camp  culled  afterward  by  Wayne,  "  Greenville." 


tn  .■■iiiiiiiiic  llir  riiiiii>aif:ii.  V»r:f^i'  .■luin-ly  dosli 
inL'iiii'!  rail  mil  hv  kciil  iij);  |iriivisiiiiis  Ihnii  lu 
piiriy  I't'  iiniii  cugngt-'tL  iu  tlirowitig  ii  bridge  over 
«f  the  fiimp.     Some  bail  antl  wiiiw  liwlny. 

28*A.-— Seventy-four  liorsc*  kinilcd  wiili  (li)iiriirr 
thoueand  pounds.  This  supply  w  ill  afionl  lour  i 
the  army.  A  few  horses  caiue  loaded  with  dol 
regiment,  the  ofliwrs  of  which  were  directed  to 
paiiiea,  if  poeaible,  from  the  levies.  The  new  cl 
effect;  uenr  forty  liHVe  already  enlisted.  Two  j 
Butler's  iMLttaliun  were  fired  upon  about  three  niili 
of  them  killed,  the  other  wounded,  hut  made  hit 
Two  of  the  militia  some  miles  out,  were  pursued 
one  only  gat  iu,  it  is  supposed  the  other  is  a  prisoi 
endeavored  to  catch  him  when  they  might  have  si 
Iu  the  geneml  orders  of  this  day,  the  truopB  dire 
arms  at  the  first  tap  of  the  drum,  which  is  to  be  | 
and  to  coutiuue  jHiraded  until  dismissed. 

29(;i.— One  of  the  peHtrio^.  which  form  the  cb 
cunpment,  alarmed  the  troops  last  uight  about  niu 
them  all  under  arms.  He  imagined  that  he  saw  ai 
three  times  at  some  object.  The  First  and  Second 
lars  compose  about  one-third  of  the  army,  and  al 
cruits,  are  tolerably  well  disciplined,  hut  the  rem: 
the  few  militia),  being  levies  and  raised  but  for 
their  times  expiring  daily,  they  take  great  libertie 
there  was  a  constant  firing  kept  up  round  the  cam; 
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Ohio  being  so  small,  it  was  blended  with  the  one  from  Virginia. 
Supernumerary  officers  went  home.  Three  days'  flour  issued  to  the 
troo])s  in  order  that  horses  may  1x5  hatl  to  carry  the  Iwggage ;  most 
of  the  Imggage  horses  having  l)een  sent  with  the  quartermaster- 
general  for  provisions 

3()fA. — ^The  army  took  up  the  line  of  march  about^  nine  o'clock, 
crossed  the  croc^k  upon  the  bridge,  and  left  a  very  handsome  en- 
campment. The  creek  which  runs  along  in  front  of  the  ground, 
twenty-five  yards  wide,  is  said  to  l)e  a  principal  branch  of  the  Miami. 
Gaine<l  seven  miles  this  day ;  course  north-west  twenty-five  degrees. 
The  soil  and  timber  of  a  suj>erior  quality.  The  General  has  l)ecn  so 
ver}'  ill  since  we  left  Fort  JefiTersou,  that  it  was  supposed  he  would 
not  be  able  to  proceed. 

31«^ — A  very  unpleasant  camp  in  the  woods ;  soil  rich  and  tim- 
ber thick  and  heavy.  Last  evening  had  a  gust  with  severe  light- 
ning and  thunder;  dirtK'tly  after  night  the  wind  rose  and  blew  vio- 
lentlv  until  davhroak.  Tlio  trees  and  limbs  falliii*'  around  and  in 
the  midst  of  us,  with  the  darkness  of  tlie  night  and  in  an  enemy's 
countrv,  occasirmcd  some  concern.  About  12  (/clock  at  nitrht,  for 
the  first  time,  at  the  rctjuest  of  the  G<'neral,  1  visited  all  the  guards. 

Army  continued  encamiH'd,  waiting  for  sev(»nil  brigades  of  pack- 
horses  loadrd  with  Hour,  which  had  readied  Fort  Jcfltfrson  last 
night.  Tlic  troojis  are  supplied  for  to-<liiy  and  to-morrow,  and  the 
contnictor  has  eimiigh  fur  one  other  day;  but  shoidtl  we  move,  the 
supply  behind  would  Ix;  tcK)  \i\U\  or  lost;  besiih's  it  was  found  yester- 
dav  that  the  horses  with  the  armv  were  not  sufficient  to  carrv  the 
Iwiggage,  jxirt  of  which  had  to  \w.  left  on  the  road.  The  tents  and 
other  baggage  sent  back  for  and  brought  up.  Militia  show  great 
impatience ;  their  nflicfrs  a[>pcar  to  have  littler  infiuence.  One-third 
turn  out  with  a  determination  to  go  back,  a  few  are  i)ri'vailed  on  to 
stay;  lK*tween  sixty  and  seventy,  however,  march  off  in  despite  of 
every  thing,  an<l  swear  they  will  stop  the  pack  horses  with  provi- 
sions. The  First  regiment  was  dis[)atche(l  after  them,  not  with  an  ex- 
jKKrtation  of  bringing  them  i)ack,  but  with  that  idea  and  to  prevent 
future  desertions,  and  principally  to  protect  tlie  convoys.  This 
evening  two  hundred  and  twelve  horses,  loa(h'd  with  flour,  arrived; 
one  Innidred  and  fifty  poun<ls  the  average  weight. 

Nov,  \Hi — The  army  remain  encam[K'd.  A  party  advanced  to 
open  the  road.  Preimro  for  marching  to-morrow.  A  de[)osit  made 
here  of  heavy  articles  and  such  as  could  Ikj  dis[wnsed  with,  to  lighten 
the  horses. 
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2d. — ^Thc  urniy  man^^beil  ul  uiuo  o'clock;  about   iwclvo  u'diK 
crosscil  fi  creek  fifteen  yards  wkk-,  rutinin^  cast.     The  country  ver 
flat  ami  marshy.     Joiucil  this  afternmii  by  another  Indian  ) 
niiii'!i    frc'nieiilei;!.     Gained   eight    miles  and    i;n(aini]ied.     Couth 
niirlh  tweiiiy-fivi;  licgrees  east  this  day,  and  total  distance  from  Fort 
Wii-tuTi^'tnii  i'ij.'lily-uine  miles.     A  wont  sent  out  yo^tenlay  fell  in 
with  an  IndiiiLi  euuip,  ^«t  maie  jdnuiter  and  wvuit  hiimeo  branded'  ■ 
Uiiileil  KtatC!',  t^iijipiscd  to  have  Iweu  Etiileu  front  FdK  AVashingUi 
Wc  had  a  li|.'ht  snuw  all  this  day. 

3d. — Maivlii'd  at  nine  o'clock.     The  first  four  miles  very  flat  nod'  ■ 
wet.     AlHiut  twelve,  pnssed  over  dry  ground,  and  deaceudefl  grad- 
ually for  three  miles  to  a  email  creek  euppo^ed  to  bo  n,  branch  of  the 
waters  emptying  into  Lake  Erie  j  proceeded  tvro  miles  further,  and 
eucatn[ied  un  jileai^nt,  dry  (ground,  on  bank  of  a  oreek  abotil  invnlj!— 
yariL";  wide,  said  ti)  be  tlie  I'iekuway  fork  of  the  Oiilce.'     Di»I«.uel 
this  day  nlnHit  nine  mtlw;  gnicml  wnrnc  north-wcBl  Uiirtydi-g 
Fresh  signs  iif  the  ^u^-nges  appeared  trwiay  in  eeyeral  ))Iac(K;  f 
of  riflemCD  detached  after  them,  but  without  aucctess.     It  yeas  laterj 
than  UMual  when  the  army  reached  the  gntutid  this  evening,  and  the 
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telligeDt  officer  and  party  to  make  discoveries.  Captain  Slough, 
with  two  subalterns  and  thirty  men,  I  saw  parade  at  General  But- 
ler's tent  for  this  purpose,  and  heard  the  General  give  Captain 
Slough  very  particular  verbal  orders  how  to  proceed.  Myself  and 
two  or  three  officers  staid  with  the  General  until  late,  when  I  re- 
turned to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  whose  tent  was  at  some  dis- 
tance on  the  left,  and  who  was  unable  to  be  up. 

The  troops  paraded  this  morning  at  the  usual  time,  and  had  been 
dismissed  from  the  lines  but  a  few  minutes,  and  the  sun  not  yet  up, 
when  the  woods  in  front  rung  with  the  yells  and  fire  of  the  sav- 
ages.    The  p(^(^r   nii\itin^^  who   wcrc  but  threg^ixmidreds  yards  m, 

front,  had  finnrrplv  j^nir^  nxa>iiirn   n.  RhQt— -thpy  fled  iutfNHU;-^««rfnj>. 

The^troops' were  under  arms  in  an  instant,  and  a  smart  fire  from 
the  front  line  met  the  enemy.  It  was  but  a  few  minutes,  how- 
ever, until  the  men  were  engaged  in  every  ([uarter.  The  enemy 
from  the  front  filed  off  to  jhe  right  and  left,  and  compl 
rounded  the  caniT>,Jvilli:Ld  and  ci^  of  nearly  an  the  guard? 

one  tree,  log, 


appr<jax:iiua  tunr  t4f-4mL-linos^  They  advanotMi 
or  stump  to  another,  under  cover  of  the  smoke  of  our  fire.  The 
artillery  and  mu^^kotrv  made  a  tremendous  noise,  but  did  little  exe- 
cution.  The  Iiuliaus^  soenuHl  to  l>raye  eviTy  tliiiig,  and,  when 
fairly  fixed  around  us, They  made  no  noise  other  than  their  fire, 
which  they  kept  up  very  constant,  and  which  seldom  faihid  to  tell, 
although  scarcely  hoard.  Our  left-flank,  probably  from  jt^lie  nature 
of  the -.ground,  gaye  way  first;  the  enemy  gr)t  possej^sion  of  that 
part  of  the  encampment,  but,  it  being  ]>retty  clear . ground,  they 
W(Te  too  much  exposed,  and  were  soon  re[)ulsed.  AVas  at  this  time 
with  the  GtMieral  CTTiiai^ed .  Lu.tt'*ud  i-h^  i4«Ui~;^Jie  was  on  foot,  and 
led  the  party  himself  that  drove  the  enemy  and  rcLcained  our 
ground  on  the  left.  The  battalions  in  the  rear  charged  several 
times  and  forced  the  savajres  from   their  shelter,  but  they  always 

turned  \WthlliaJ2iLlljiJl|^»in<^^'^^  back;  indeed,  they 

seemed  not  to  fear  any  thing  wecTTiiTd  (ToT"They  could  skip  out  of 
reach  of  the  bayonet,  and  return  as  they  ])leased.  Thvv  were  visi- 
ble  only  when  raised  by  a  char<re.  The  trroiind  was  literally  coy- 
ered  with  the  dead.  The  wounded  were  taken  to  the  center, 
where  it  was  thought  most  safe,  and  where  a  great  many  who  had 
quit  their  posts  unhurt  had  crowded  together.  The  (Tcneral,  with 
other  officers,  endeavored  to  ndly  these  men,  and  twice  they  were 
t^ken  out  to  the  lines.  It  appeared  as  if  .the  officers  had  been 
singled  out ;  a  very  great  proportion  fell,  or  were  wounded,  and 
obliged  to  retire  from  the  lines  early  in  iTie  action.     General  Butler 
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them  ^^^1 


wii.-i  iiiiiiiug  liic  Inticr.  as  well  a*  st-veral  otlicT  of  the  moat 
oiici'il  iiffifiTs.  Tlicnicu,.  being  llius  left  ivitli  few  officers, 
IVui'i'iil.  iK'^iiiairc'il  uf  BUci^eea,  gave  tip  l\\v,  'i'jl''    "thI    ^i>_anv, 

wlvcn  ibr  lilt'  n.^t   fi l^i — I ^ ■■■™'  ° V^'"Jj  1 1 — ■  -  ■ ' ■  ixj  mid  pro uadj 

nnJ  oniwrtcd  in  toward  ibe  ceuter  of  tin;  field,  mid  no  exertions  could 
put  lliem  in  any  order  even  fur  defense;  perleetly  nugovernablc 
The  euemy  at  length  got  poetieEsion  of  the  artillery,  though  nut  ua>  i 
til  the  ofBet-n  were  all  killo<]  but  one,  and  he  badly  wounded,  an^ 
the  men  iiliii'ist  nil  cut  off.  and  not  onlil  the  pieces  were  :jptked.4 
Ah  iiiir  lincjMUjeJifiaerli-djbeJndiaw  cug^raetwl  theit?  untilji 
sHiii,  centerT'rl   fnini   ail   ji'iinU,  anil   now,  meeting  with . little  0[K  \ 
[WSitiiMi,  titok  inure  delilwrato  aim  aiid_iiul=(ffwitC^ecutkin.     li-  \ 
powd  til  a  cross  fire,  men  and  officers  were  seen  falling  in  every  di-  J 
rej'tiiin ;  the  distress,  too,  of  tlie  wounded  uiudc  the  seono  such  i 
can  seiireely  l)e  eonceJved ;  a  few  raiuute«  longer,  and  a  retreoi'l 
would  have  been  impracticable.     The  only  hope  | loft  was,  that  [ 
faajis  the  i^avages  would  be  tto  taken  up  with  the  camp  aa  not  to  f 
low.     Delay  was  death ;  no  preparation  could  be  made ;  numbeiA'^ 
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time  the  remains  of  the  army  had  got  somewhat  compact,  but  in  the 
most  miserable  and  defenseless  state.  The  wounded  who  came  off 
left  their  arms  in  the  field,  and  one-half  of  the  others  threw  theirs 
away  on  the  retreat.  The  road  for  miles  was  covered  with  tirelocks, 
cartridge-boxes  and  regimentals.  How  fortunate  that  the  pursuit 
was  discontinued ;  a  single  Indian  might  have  followed  with  safety 
upon  either  flank.  Such  a  panic  had  seized  the  men,  that  I  believe 
it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  have  brought  any  of  them  to  en- 
gage again.  In  the  afternoon  Lieutenant  Kersey,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the  First  regiment,  met  us.  This  regiment,  the  only  complete 
and  best  disciplined  portion  of  the  army,  had  been  ordered  back 
upon  the  road  on  the  31st  of  October.  They  were  thirty  miles  from 
the  battle-ground  when  they  lieard  distinctly  the  firing  of  the  can- 
non; were  hastening  forward  and  had  marched  about  nine  miles 
when  met  by  some  of  the  militia,  who  informed  Major  Hamtramck, 
the  commanding  officer,  that  the  army  was  totally  destroyed.  The 
Major  judged  it  Ivest  to  send  on  a  subaltxTu  to  obtain  fjome  knowledge 
of  things,  and  to  return  himself  with  the  reu:inient  to  Fort  Jefferson, 
eight  miles  back,  and  to  s(^cure  at  all  events  that  post.  lie  had 
made  some  arningenients,  and  as  we  arrived  in  the  evening,  found 
him  preparing  again  to  meet  us.  Stragglers  continued  to  come  in 
for  hours  after  we  reached  the  fort. 

The  remnant  of  the  army,  with  the  first  regiment,  were  now  at 
Fort  Jefferson,  twenty-nine  miles  from  the  field  of  action,  without 
provisions,  and  the  former  without  having  eaten  anything  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  A  convoy  was  known  to  be  ujxmi  the  road,  and  within 
a  dav's  march.  The  (jreneral  determined  to  move  with  the  First 
regiment  and  all  the  levies  a))le  to  march.  Those  of  the  wounded, 
and  others  unable  to  go  on,  were  lodged  as  comfortably  as  iM)ssible 
within  the  fort.  Accordingly,  we  set  out  a  little  after  ten  and  con- 
tinued our  route  until  within  an  hour  of  davliirht,  then  hailed  and 
waited  for  day  and  until  tlic  rear  came  up.  Moved  on  agam  about 
nine  (/clock;  the  morning  of  the  oth  we  met  the  convoy.  Stopped 
a  sufficiencv  to  subsist  us  to  F(»rt  Hamilton;  sent  the  renuiinder  on 
to  Jefferson  under  an  additional  escort  of  a  captain  and  sixty  men  ; 
proceeded,  and  at  the  first  water  halted,  partly  eooked  and  eat  for 
the  first  time  since  the  night  j)receding  the  action.  At  one  o'clock 
moved  on,  and  continued  our  route  until  nine  at  night,  when  we 
halted  and  made  fires  within  fifteen  miles  of  Fort  Hamilton.  ^Marched 
again  just  before  day ;  the  General  soon  after  rode  on  to  the  fort. 
Troops  reached  in  the  afternoon. 

7t/i. — Fort  Hamilton  command  was  ordered  off  with  a  small  sup- 
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ply  fur  the  wnumled,  etc.  Al»iU  twelve  *arag  dsy,  cuntinuod 
nmrcli,  udJ  lia!t<L'd  befun:  uiglil  witUin  fifteen  miluH  ol'  Fort  Wi 
iugton,  which  place  we  rcncJiwl  thu  tifU-Ttiuou  of  ihy  8th. 

Tho  predicti'jn  of  General  Harnmr,  huiore  Iho  urmyeet  gut  04 
the  uiiiiiiui^'u,  was  fouudeil  uixiQ  hu>  cxjK-ricncc  and  particular 
kuowlcdge  of  iliingB,  He  saw  with  what  material  the  bulk  of  tho 
army  waj<  ciiin|iiised ;  men  ccjllected  from  the  street!-  aod  prisons  uf 
thi'  ciLic^,  liiirrii-d  out  tntii  thdciiemy'ii  (Xiuutry.  unil  with  the  offii 
roitiTiiaiiilLii^'  tlum  tu tall)- unacqiuiti tell  with  thu  liit^inesB  iii  whicj|v| 
tlicy  woTt-  •.■n-^-ai;i:>\ ;  it  was  Utterly  impoasiblo  Ihey  conid  be  other* 
wisi'.  Besides,  not  any  iiite  department  was  suflieiently  prepared ; 
both  quartermaster  and  contraclota  extremely  defi<;i('nt.  It  was  a 
mutter  of  astotiJHhment  to  him  that  the  commanding;  ^ucral,  wlio 
was  ttcknowleili^ed.  to  be  perfectly  competent,  should  think  of  haz- 
arding, with  Mi'oli  people,  and  under  such  circumstances,  his  repa- 
tatiou  ami  life,  and  the  livea  of  «>  many  others,  knowing,  too,  m 
both  did,  tlic  enemy  with  whom  ho  was  goiug  to  contend ;  an  cnenix  1 
hrnij^'ht  up  from  infancy  to  war,  and  perhaps  superior  to  an  equdl' 
huiuIm-t  of  llic  lH;st  men  that  couhl  be  taken  ngainat  them.  It  ia 
a  trulli,  I  Jijul  JKipcs  tJiat  llie  n'ji:^'  and  Aww  wliicji  tjie  army  made 
ou  their  iiiiircli  mi^jlit  pnjij'ilily  deter  the  enemy  frimi  attempting  a 
seriiiiis  and  ^.'eiu-nil  uttaek.  Il  was  unfurl  una tc  that  M/i  the  general 
..ilieers  iv.re.  and  fiad  li.-.-ii  disalile.i  l)v  >i^kne^s;  in  such  .situation 
it  Is  pis^iUh'  thai  s.n„e  e.>eniial  matters  n^i^^ht  I.e  overlooked.  The 
Arljutant-Geiieral,  Colonel  Sur-ont,  an  old  rfvohuionary  oftiwr.  wn.i, 
,  however,  e.m.-^tatitly  o„  the  alert ;  he  took  n|)o(i  himself  the  burden 
of  every  thuig,  and  a  very  ^jt'riuus  and  troublusonie  task  he  had. 


OrsniiAL  St.  <.'[,a[1i  to    rrn;  Sr:riii;TAUY  oi.-  \V.\tt. 

Fonx  Wamiin<;t(.n,    !)//,  Xovnnbir,  1T91. 

Sir: — Ycsleiilay  uficrnoon  ilu-  remains  of  llie  army  umier  tuy 
command  p<t  back  to  thi.-^  iducc,  and  I  have  now  (he  painful  task 
t:i  ^'ive  yi>u  an  aeemint  of  as  warm  and  iis  imforlnuate  au  action  jis 
abuiM't  any  that  has  Ik'cu  f  inj;lil,  iji  wliieh  every  corps  was  eiij:aged 
ami  wor-led,  excejU  the  First  iH^jriment,  that  ha.l  been  detached 
npim  a. service  [  had  llie  Ikjiioi-  to  iniorm  von  of  in  mv  last  disiwiteli, 
and  \wl  not  joined  me. 

Or.  tlie  .Id  ii.-Iiint,  the  urinv  had  reached  a  creek  about  twelve 
yards  \vide,  rnLMLJog  to  tlie  southward,  which  I  believe  to  have  beeu 
the  riviT.Si.  Mary,  that  ein[itics  into  llie  -Miami  <if  the  lake;    ar- 
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'  rived  :it  the  village  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  having  marched 
near  nine  miles,  and  ^vere  immediately  encamped  upon  a  command- 
ing piece  of  ground  in  two  lines,  having  the  abt)ve-mentioned  creek 
in  front.  The  right  wing  composed  of  Butler's,  Clarke's,  and  Pat- 
terson's battalions,  commanded  by  Major-General  Butler,  formed 
the  first  line ;  and  the  left  wing,  consisting  of  Bellinger's  and 
Gaither's  Ixittalions,  and  the  Second  regiment,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Darke,  formed  the  second  line,  with  an  interval  between 
them  of  about  seventy  yards,  which  was  all  the  ground  would  allow. 
The  right  flunk  was  pretty  well  secured  by  the  creek,  a  steep 
bank,  and  Faulkener's  corps ;  some  of  the  cavalry  and  their  pickets 
covered  the  left  flank;  the  militia  were  thrown  over  the  creek,  and 
advanced  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  advanced  in  the  same 
order;  there  were  a  few  Indians  who  apixjarerl  on  the  opjx)site  side 
of  the  creek,  ])ut  fle<l  with  the  utmost  precipitation  on  the  advance 
of  the  inilitiii;  at  this  place,  which  I  judged  to  l)e  about  fifteen 
miles  from  the  Miami  village,  I  liad  (Icterinined  to  throw  up  a 
sliglit  work,  the  plan  of  which  was  connTtod  that  evening  with 
Major  Ferguson,  wherein  to  have  (h'p.)sitc(l  tlie  men's  knapsacks, 
and  everv  iliin«'  else  liiat  was  not  a])S()lutelv  necessarv,  and  to  have 
nu)ve<l  on  to  attack  tlie  enemy  lu*  sorni  as  the  First  regiment  was 
come  up;  hut  tliey  did  not  permit  me  to  execute  either,  for  on  the 
4th,  al)out  half  an  liour  before  sunrise,  and  when  the  men  had  just 
l)een  dismissed  from  the  j)arade  (for  it  was  a  constant  practice  to 
have  them  all  under  arms  a  considcTahle  time  l)efore  davliirht),  an 
attack  was  made  uj)on  the  militia.  Those  gave  way  in  a  very  little 
time,  anil  rushed  into  eanip,  through  Major  ButhT's  battalion, 
which,  togithc  r  with  jiart  of  Clarke's,  they  threw  into  considerable 
disorder,  and  wliich,  n<»twithstanding  the  exertions  of  both  those 
officers,  was  never  altogetlier  remedied,  the  Indians  following  close 
at  their  heels;  the  fire,  however,  of  the  front  line  cheeked  them, 
but  almost  instantly  a  heavy  attack  Ixgan  upon  that  line,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  it  was  extended  to  the  second  likewise ;  the  great  weight 
of  it  was  directed  against  the  center  of  each,  where  theartillerv  was 
j)laced,  and  from  which  the  men  were  n^peatedly  driven  with  great 
slaughter;  finding  no  great  effect  from  our  fire,  and  c(mfiision  Ik?- 
ginniug  to  spread  fr(»m  the  great  number  of  men  who  were  falling 
in  all  (iuart(jrs,  it  became  necessary  to  try  what  could  be  dcmc  with 
the  bavonet. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Darke  was  accordingly  ordered  to  make  a 
charge  with  part  of  the  secimd  line,  and  to  turn  the  left  flank  of 
the  enemy.     This  was  executed  with  great  spirit.     The  Indians  in- 
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aUtutly  {javu  way,  and  were  lirivf-n  l>ack  throcor  four  litunlrudyajTlBjg 

but,  tor  the  waut  of  a  nufliL-it'iit  number  of  riflcrii(?u  to  jiiirwie  i. 

aiivautiige,  tlifv  boou  nitiTniciI.  niiii  the  troiijKt  were  obliged  to  givi 

buck  in  tlioir  turn.     At  tliw  moinctiit  thry  luul  I'Hlwwd  a 

the  k't't  flank,  baviug  imrHiicd  Imok  thu  tnBijja  tliat  were  i 

tht-rc. 

AiiotliiT  charge  waa  mado  here  by  the  Swnnd  rL-^ioiwil,  Bi 
and  {■iuikL-V  iwtialitiuB,  with  eijual  eHfcel,  and  it  wii*  reiM-alcd  s 
dnil  tiniiv,  and  alnayM  with  sufceaa;  but  in  all  uf  tlioni  mtmy  n 
were  iiist,  iiud  (larticidurly  tlicoffiwrs,  wbioh,  with  eonie  rawtnw 
wan  11  liiiis  ulUigetiier  irrtrdoomnhld.  In  that  I  just  wjKike  of.  uu 
by  llm  Wtconii  rc^'inienl  and  Bntlir's  butlitlion,  Mtijor  Butler  \ 
dangoroii'^ly  wunudcd,  and  ovory  officer  of  the  Sit-ond  rcginicttt  foU  I 
exwpt  ilii-w,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  Grealoo.  waa  shot  through  t 
body. 

Our  urtilkry  Ix'iug  now  eilenccdi  and  all  tho  offictrrs  killod  oxcc 
Cajiliiiii  F'lni,  whn  was  ladly  wounded, -mor«  than  half  of  t 
army  lUUi'ii.  K'inix  i-'ut  otf  Ooiii  the  road,  it  became  uccesBary  to  i 
XiM\\\\\.  tlii'  rc^uiniiij:  il.  and  to  mukc  a  retreat  if  jwssible.    To  t 
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I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  returns  of  the  killed  and  wounded ; 
but  Major-Gencral  Butler,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Oldham,  of  the 
militia,  Major  Ferguson,  Major  Hart,  and  Major  Clarke  are  among 
the  former.  Colonel  Sargent,  my  adjutant-general,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Darke,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gibson,  Major  Butler,  and  the 
Viscount  Malartie,  who  served  me  as  an  aid-de-camp,  are  among  the 
latter ;  and  a  great  number  of  captains  and  subalterns  in  both. 

I  have  now,  sir,  fiuishe<l  mv  melancholy  talc— a  tale  that  will  be 
felt  sensibly  by  every  one  that  has  sympathy  for  i)rivatc  distress,  or 
for  public  misfortune.  I  have  nothing,  sir,  to  lay  to  the  charge  of 
the  troops  but  their  want  of  discipline,  which,  from  the  short  time 
they  had  been  in  service,  it  was  im|H)ssible  they  should  have  ac- 
quired, and  which  rendered  it  very  difficult,  when  they  were  thrown 
into  confusion,  to  reduce  them  again  to  order,  which  is  one  reason 
why  the  loss  has  fallen  so  heavy  upon  the  officers,  who  did  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  effect  it.  Neither  were  my  own  exertions 
wanting:  ])ut,  worn  down  with  illness,  and  suHering  under  a  painful 
disease,  unable  either  to  mount  or  dismount  a  horse  without  assist- 
ance, they  were  not  so  groat  as  they  otherwise  would,  and,  perhaps, 
ought  to  have  been.  We  were  overpowered  l)v  numbers ;  but  it  is 
no  more  than  justice  to  observe  that,  though  composed  i'^Y  so  many 
different  species  of  troops,  the  utmost  harmony  prevailed  tlirough 
the  whole  army  during  the  campaign. 

At  Fort  Jeiiersou,  I  found  the  First  regiment,  which  had  returned 
from  the  service  they  had  ])een  sent  upon,  without  either  overtaking 
the  deserters,  or  meeting  the  convoy  of  provisions.  I  am  not  certain, 
sir,  whether  I  ought  to  consider  the  absence  of  this  regiment  from 
the  field  of  action  as  fortunate  or  otherwise.  1  incline  to  think 
it  was  fortunate ;  for  I  very  much  doubt  whether,  had  it  been  in  the 
action,  the  fortune  of  the  day  had  been  turned  :  and,  if  it  had  not, 
the  triumph  of  the  enemy  would  have  l)een  more  complete,  and  the 
country  would  have  been  destitute  of  every  means  of  defense. 

Taking  a  view  of  the  situation  of  our  broken  trooj)s  at  Fort  Jef- 
ferson, and  that  there  were  no  ]>rovisions  in  the  fort,  I  called  on  the 
field  officers,  viz.  :  Lieutenant-Colonel  Darke,  ^lajor  Ilamtrainck, 
Major  Zeigler,  and  Major  (laither,  together  with  the  a<ljutaut-gen- 
eral,  for  their  advice  what  would  be  i)roper  further  to  be  done;  and 
it  was  their  unanimous  opinion  that  the  addition  of  the  First  regi- 
ment, unbroken  as  it  was,  did  not  put  the  army  on  .so  res[)ectable  a 
footing  as  it  was  in  the  morning,  because  a  great  part  of  it  was  now  un- 
armed ;  that  it  had  been  then  found  unequal  to  the  enemy,  and  should 
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tJOD.  which  was  uever  imparted  to  me,  nor  did  I  hear  of  it  until 
after  my  arrival  here.' 


General  St.  Claib  to  Major  Bbown. 

FOHT  WAi^HlNGTOs,  November  12,  1791. 
jSir: — ^I  reqneet  the  ftvor  that  you  will  make  knowD  to  the  militia 
the  great  regret  1  feel  for  the  loss  they  sustained  in  their  late  gal- 
lant commander,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Oldham,  and  other  brave  offi- 
cers and  soldiers.  It  is  with  pleaJiurc  I  acknowledge  the  Hitis&ctiuD 
received  from  their  general  orderly  hehavior,  and  the  hamiony  and 
good  understanding  that  prevailed  between  them  and  the  other 
clasnes  of  trnops  which  enmposed  the  army  during  the  campaign. 
If  some  of  them  did  dcMrt  the  service  of  their  country  at  a  critical 
tnomcnt,  it  reflects  a  luster  upon  those  who  were  not  to  be  iiiflueueed 

' This  |)n9t>iTipt  ciiii^i'd  II  at-iisHliiin.  hniI  the  correitr.e**  of  tlin  stiiteiiicnt 
WHS  iiiimeilhitu'ly  clinllungi^d  hy  n  brutlar  of  Uvnuml  liullor.  who.  it  ARetnB, 
relkd  »ii  Uih^'  rt'prosi^ntiili.m^  i.mdo  by  Ennsn  M<>i'i;i<ii.  Tho  IiilWr  wm  m, 
arxii'LH  til  curry  fuvur  wilh  Gfni'riil  Knox  tliiit  lui  inii'ii'  tin-  •.■]\aT-^e  pub- 
lirly  thut  C'a|>tum  Sluiijrb  did  nut  rl:('i^lvc  hi*  urilcrs  rniiii  (iciinrul  liullor, 
iin<itl)iit  liL'dia  not  ri'piirt  t»  liiiii.  us  ri-]>ri!siMit>'<l.  Tbn  ri-^iilt  wm,  tlmt  lis 
wu^  iritd  b«r.>ru  a  .■..iirt-miirliiil,  iukI  diMiiU..-il  (In,  „r.i.y  fur  fHls.-bo.«i  and 
in^iiburdiiiiition.  Sti1i«-^ii<'iit1y  CiJicriil  St.  Cbiir  r<-qui-»t(!d  Hint  hi!  bn  pcr- 
inilled  tu  ri'Uirii  t<)  liU  puailiuii,  ua  hu  did  Uut  wiab  to  be  the  chusi;  of  pun- 
ielmii-nt  toiiny  uiic. 

In  B  U'ttiT  to  the  SuiTi'tory  of  Wiir,  under  diitc  of  KovvmbiT  ITth,  I  find 
these  two  vury  pli'H^nnt  |iiirM!;ra|>li!i.  Tbu  flrat  sbows  Unit  St.  Clair  was 
evcr-ioiiidliil  of  tb.s  punsonal  inlijrust*  of  tho  BiLtlun",  iimi  tliut  no  rtcollui;. 
tion  uf  till'  futul  nu);li>i't  of  Kichurd  Butler,  on  tha  iitgliL  prucuding  the  but- 
tle, ehangud  his  kindly  feuliiigii: 

"I  forgot  to  million  in  my  bi^t  n  very  gallant  Ibing  of  Miijor  UuOur.  Hav- 
ing received  tiiu  wound  whii-li  broke  bis  K"^.  he  retired  lo  b[<  dre^i^ifl,  and 
the  iniinieiit  tbi.s  was  over  j;ot  hiiiiri-lf  [iiit  iijioii  a  Ijorre.  and  returned  tu  bi« 
battalion,  and  contimiud  with  it  until  it  wiih  ordcri'd  tu  return," 

'■Thu  offiiftrs  of  the  SiiHind  rcir'ni'-nt.  but  tli.-y  nrt,  unbiijiiiily,  no  mon), 
were  very  dei-irous  tlint  Doctor  Brown,  of  the  U'viiw,  Hbci  ntli'iididllnit  n-g- 
tmont,  should  bo  uppuinti^l  the  siirgivin.  iind  liiid  foruu'd  a  rqircsi'iiiiition  to 
you  on  the  eubjei-t.  l[i»  rnvdU-ul  abililits  iirc,  I  niii  told,  imi.-<l  lii^'b,  and  I 
Bin  «ure  he  bus  bncn  utlentivp.  There  in  also  in  the  First  regiment  b  Mr. 
Etlioll.  who  Bhiiuld  have  iiomn  cliiini  to  promotion.  I  bi'tiuvD  bi!  served  in 
tbat  CHpflcity  all  tho  la't  wur.     Doctor  Allinon  Fpi'nk*  wull  of  bim. 

"Sini-e  wrilini;  tho  above,  I  have  reri-ivcd  a  letler  from  Ooneral  Wilkin- 
■on,  of  tbe  13tb  which  informs  me  thut  Kcnlui'ky  i.s  all  in  molion ;  that 
fifteen  hundred  men  would  asiomble  at  Cruig'a  Milla  on  the  lotb,  and  pro- 
ceed to  this  plaeo." 
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by  the  biuu'  oxample ;  but,  aa  that  very  (lewrtinn  occa»ic>nftl  the 
seiifo  of  «  cijusidenibie  body  of  tlie  tri.«ipg  at  the  time  of  acLiou. 
iiiiii  may  tiiirtby  have  l»wii  tliu  cause  of  tho  miBfortuiie  that  hefol 
ua.  it  will  l>e  tju:  duty  of  every  olti(*r  Ui  UMi  his  litmnsl  endeavor 
that  they  Iw  brought  to  condign  jiuuiohmvnl,  iigrweabiy  to  the  laws 
of  tho  country.  While  I  wuh  the  militiii  individually  a  wife  r(?tum 
to  tiioir  fniiuliL'i',  nod  to  their  country  all  hnppinuvt,  I  ceui  not  rtisiat 
llio  fiiviiiir  ihiTLi  this  further  proof  of  my  pHvd-will  by  obrt-rving 
tlinl.  ill  nil  rii-c  where  !  liave  ntt!n  militia  employed,  has  there  been 
that.  Miboriliniiti.in  and  prumjil  iiliwiipm't'  of  orders  which  an;  neces- 
sary to  the  ^noiv^of  miliiury  ojKrutidiin,  and  I  rccomntend  it  la 
them,  should  they  be  ajfliiu  callod  into  their  rmmtry's  service,  Uj 
eiidt!iiVor  t"  :ior|ULre  those  litii)it^,  and  to  practico  them  with  alocritj", 
as  the  only  menus,  under  Uod,  by  which  cither  personal  hi 
[lubllc  odvuutugc  cos  be  obtained. 


.  St.  Ci,A!u  to  V\r 
FoiiT  Wash: 
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Dojrle,  and  a]l  the  goutlctnen ;  tlint  I  can  not  relieve  them  in  the 
instant  afflicts  nic ;  my  best  wishes  for  their  speedy  recovery  they 
always  have. 

I  have  been  confined  to  my  chamber,  and  great  port  of  the  time 
to  my  bed,  ever  since  my  return,  and,  though  the  pain  is  almost 
gone,  I  do  not  recruit.     Adieu.' 


General  St.  Clair  to  GEXEnALKxox.PFX-itETARYOPWAR. 
FOHT  WABiilXfiTON,  -Voueniifr  24,  1791. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  duplinite  of  my  letter  of  the 
17th  instant,  which  was  ncnt  by  Mr.  Denny,  by  tlio  way  of  Ohio, 
and  a  triplicate  of  that  of  the  0th,  which  went  by  the  way  of  Lex- 
ington— the  first  of  each  of  those  I  hope  got  safe  tu  hand  in  due 
time,  for  I  should  consider  it  nnfiirtunafe  if  report,  wliich  agpra^'atcH 
every  thing,iimchovornnisllie  antheiilic  account  of  the  disaster  that 
befell  us. 

I  infiirmed  you  that  n  hirge  parly  of  vohintcors  wore  on  tlieirway 
Irum  Kt'utucky,  and  at  tliat  lime  I  Imd  fstu^ruino  ex|ji'('tationd  lliat 
a  neverc  blow  might  be  friveii  to  tlie  Kivages  yet  thi^  winter,  lint  my 
expectations  are  lnwt^rtii.  A  very  few — twezily-five— cntuc  forwnni 
and  finding  that  the  nst  would  not  iminodiiitcly  follow  them,  have 
returned,  as  I  fear  they  all  will.  General  Scott  i.-,  liowpver,  liy  the 
last  neeoHnts,  cneamiH'd  uliout  twenty  miles  on  this  side  of  Lexing- 
ton, with  two  or  thn*  hundred  men,  waiting  for  a  reiuforw^mont, 
which  General  Wilkin-^on  has  lieen  sent  back  to  hasten  on  to  Captain 
Slongh,  wiih  jiaiK-rji.  Thrtnigh  liis  ciimp  he  will  l>e  ubic  to  give  you 
more  perfect  infurtiiatiou  than  I  am  at  present  pos-esseil  of.  The 
main  object  of  the  volunteers  was  the  relief  of  FortJcifi-rsiin,  which 
had  Ix.'cn  represented  as  invested,  but  that  being  contradicted,  niauy 
returned  to  tlicir  homes. 

The  delachnieut  returned  from  Fort  Jefferson  on  the  22d.  The 
convoy  got  in  mit'v,  and  met  with  no  oppwition.  Only  two  or  three 
Indians  were  ssen  by  them.  Neither  have  any  apjiearcfi  about  the 
fort,  though,  from  the  firing  they  fniniently  hear,  then-  are  small 
parties  tberealwuti.  The  weatlur  proved  very  unfavorable  at  the 
time  that  detachment  was  in  motion,  and  the  country  ilir  ten  or 
twelve  miles  between  Fort  IIaniilt<)n  and  Fort  Jeflei-son  was  under 


'The  original  of  tlie  abuve  letter  ia  in  tlie  jxKisoaioa  of  L.  J.  Cist,  £»q, 
of  Cin  ■ 
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water,  ami  x\\c  r^now  bail  fnlleu  thvre  to  a  oiiUHidt^mtile  (li<])tfa,  but' 
was  gone  uff  nLTiin. 

The  wiiuuilfd  ofEwTJ'  lire  mi>8tly  irturncfi,  except  (^ptaiu  Oibsan 
and  Cuiitain  Darke.  There  is  no  prohability  t)iat  Oolonel  Gibaon 
will  ever  return,  aud  Colonel  Umke  writes  me  tlmt  the  recuvery  of 
hU  son  ia  Btill  very  doubtful. 

Tiio  L-'>1<]  mill  fatigue  during  the  luareU  baa  »a  nineh  IiiflAtiied 
hia  woiiiiit  liiiil  lie  \*  uoi  able  lo  return,  aud  oiMhI  to  ihnt- 
his  feel;  iin-  i'msl  bitleu.  His  (Colonel  Darke's)  kIhv  nl  that 
jiluec  is  pi-<'iiHtirly  emharruwin;?,  hj"  he  hud  put  Miijor  Hamtnniek 
in  arrest  thf  rnurning  he  left  this  phiw.  The  case  was  thia: 
The  day  of  the  aedon,  the  Major  wan  advanced  alxmt  tiiiw 
niilps  iif  Fort  .IctliTiou  ;  some  persons  who  had  been  ia  llie  aetion 
iiiforincil  hiiiL  tjiat  the  army  was  cut  up;  very  few  had  e«-A|ird ; 
and  that  tlie  iridlaiiB  were  oomin^  ou  lie  iiad  hejtrd  di^tiuctly; 
ia  that  ea^  he  thmtght  it  iiiiprmlt'nt  to  ri^k  the  reginieiit,  and  with 
it  the  fiirt,  whiih  at  that  time  had  invalids  ntid  convaleeeents  only 
for  a  garriniti,  iiiiil  returned  to  it  And  for  thia  he  has  brought  the 
char^'c  of  cnuiiciliiM?  aiid  shamefully  retreating  for  fear  of  the  enemy 
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The  levies  are  now  all  discharged  except  the  ^iar7land  battalion 
and  Faulkner's  corps.  Tliey  were  to  have  been  mustered  this  day, 
as  the  previous  step,  but  the  excessive  rain  that  is  now  falling  will 
prevent  it.  They  will  take  the  route  through  the  wilderness,  and  it 
is  well  that  so  many  of  them  chose  that  way,  as  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  furnish  them  with  boats — those  that  were  at  this  place 
were  in  so  had  condition  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have 
kept  them  afloat ;  and,  as  at  the  same  time  I  marched  the  waters 
were  retiring  so  far  that,  if  they  sank,  it  would  have  been  far  from 
the  shore  when  the  river  rose  again,  and  consequently  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  raise  them.  I  had  them  hauled  out  from  the 
bank,  and  the  quartermaster  has  not  been  able  to  get  them  in 
repair.' 

Yesterday,  for  the  first  time,  I  have  been  able  to  leave  my  room, 
but  can  neither  eat,  drink,  nor  sleep — it  is  exactly  a  month  since  I 
made  the  last  meal — twice  in  that  time  I  attempted  it,  and  paid  se- 
verely for  it.     Bread  and  tea  nre  my  sustenance; nevertheless,  I  am 

recovering. 

2  o*dock  p.  M. 

General  Scott  \i*  this  moment  arrived ;  about  two  hundre<l  men 
are  w4th  liiin,  and  ho  expects  a  snfHcient  number  for  the  enterj)rise 
will  follow  in  tlie  course  of  two  or  three  davs,  hut  I  am  not  without 
my  fears  that  the  [)rojoct  will  blow  up.  Eventually,  however,  should 
Colonel  Logan  bo  of  the  l)arty,  which  he  expects,  there  will  be  no 
doubt  as  to  numbers.  Those,  however,  have  already  been  ten  days 
out;  and,  of  course,  a  great  part  of  their  j)r()visions  and  forage  ex- 
pended, and  lie  liiis  already  made  application  for  both.  Should  it 
go  on  and  succeicl,  the  ex[)ense  will  be  well  laid  out;  should  a  dis- 
appointment luippc'n,  and  the  enterprise  not  be  undertaken,  still, 
those  who  are  come  forward  have  shown  their  good  will,  and,  un- 
der existing  circumstances,  it  api>cars  to  me  that  it  would  not  be 
prudent  to  disgust  them,  for  tliat  will  be  in  itself  a  trifle. 

I  have  also  just  now  received  letters  fn^m  Post  Vincennes.  The 
following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Prior,  who  com- 
mands at  Fort  Knox,  dated  Octolx^r  7th.  (The  first  three  para- 
graplis  of  the  letter.) 

[This  is  all  of  the  letter  fcmnd ;  as  indicated  in  the  indorsement, 
there  was  more,  but  it  was  lost.]  * 


'On  the  brick  of  this  loiter  i-j  tbo  foUowini^  n-)t(}  in  St.  Clair's  hand: 
•*  A  considerable  part  of  this  h*ttep,  whieh   wus  written  on  a  loose  half- 
pheet,  by  some  cause  hm  been  lost/' 
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fiKVKKAI.  Ht.  C\.ktV.  TO    ENNIGN  TiLLINOUAST. 

[lMMn.dN>r,vl  Hoemher  21tk.  1791.  J 

Ymi  will  iiMccnl  til  Marietta,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Muitkiiiguni 
Riwr,  w\\\\  till'  iliiiticliinoiit  und'^r  your  cfimmand,  anil  llitru  take 
piist  t^ir  iho  jinitei'lbn  of  the  aettlpiiK-iit — tliat  protection  yon  will 
atTunl  in  as  ait)])li^  a  manner  aa  |Mesible,  uIwiiva  takiii)^  c-nrn  not  uu- 
nepysjinrily  to  expose  your  men.  There  is  a  lilock-hoimi  whero  Port 
Hurrnar  ptuod,  hut  which  will  be  too  ttniall  for  ymr  jinrly.  Should 
yiiu  hud  it  priicti cable  to  Hupport  it,  I  wiith  it  to  lio  done,  provtdeii 
the  irdiiil)Lt:ints  have  not  Hluuitlnned  tbnt  nAo  of  the  river;  but 
the  iirii|iritty  of  that  meuMire  yon  miiat  yoiinwlf  ho  the  ji 
TliiTf  ore  nil  public  biiildingK  at  Muriettu  for  the  reception  of  yi 
conmiaiid ;  it  uill  i>e,  thcrolnrc,  mxtcsmry  that  you  should 
some  ymimelf,  in  doing  which  you  will  meet  the  awiiiitiiueu  you 
Ptaiid  in  need  of  from  tlw  inhabitautH,  on  opiiUratinn  to 
HpTiiiii,  ilii'  roiuioiinrlcr  of  tlie  mililio.  There  are  vevoml  piocM 
iiii>u,  and  musket  eartrid^  antl^qunrtermasl 
!■  left  at  F.irt  Hartriiir  by  Miijrir  Zc-ifrlcr— of  thoaa' 
iin  iiiv.,i.-c,  luiil,  «li..ti  ynii  jiiiive  there,  yon  ivill 
ii  ivith  [lir  a^-tnid  relate,  iind  iiiiiko  return  to  mo  or 
iiiidir.ir  111.-  1r".>iK  ut  ihis  |.l;icf.  Plinuld  you  meet 
III,-  .Iv.T.  «l,iei,  is  |,r..b;ibl,-,  .,r  (■■.^A■^\^^  Hu^kol, 
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tion  respecting  the  savages  you  may  receive;  and,  should  any 
important  intelligence  reach  you,  you  will  please  to  communicate  the 
fame  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 


General  St.  Clair  to  Captain  John  Armstrong. 

Fort  Washington,  December  7,  1791. 

Sir : — ^I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant.  I 
am  not  sorry  that  you  did  not  send  my  letters  for  Fort  Jefferson  by 
express ;  they  are  of  a  private  nature,  and  may  go  at  any  time. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  mistake  that  has  happened  in  your  clothing, 
but  the  shirts  and  shoes  of  the  public  clothing  that  are  at  your  post 
are  intended  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  Jefferson,  and  must  go  on  with 
the  next  escort,  which  will  leave  this  place  in  a  few  days.  TJiere 
ought  to  be  pinety-six  complete  suits.  When  the  com  maud  returns, 
they  will  bring  back  the  remaining  articles  of  it ;  but  there  is  some 
clothing,  also,  that  was  intended  for  tlic  levies,  but  is  proi)erly  the 
proixjrty  of  Colonel  Darke.  He  has  given  Mr.  Hodgdon  directions 
about  it,  and  some  part  of  it  is  iutendc^l  for  Fort  Jefferson  also. 
Mr.  Hodgdon  will  inform  you  of  the  quantity,  and  you  will  please 
to  send  it  on  and  the  rest  back  here,  as  he  may  request.  This  is 
giving  you  trouble,  and  out  of  your  way,  but  when  you  know  it  is 
for  the  more  comfortable  accommodation  of  the  i)oor  wounded  sol- 
diers there,  you  will  think  nothing  of  it. 

It  was  my  intention  that  your  command  at  Fort  Hamilton  should 
be  certain,  and  I  very  much  approved  of  your  having  your  company 
with  you.  Detachments,  when  they  can  be  avoided,  is  a  bad  way 
of  making  up  commands,  but  I  can  not  interfere  with  the  case  of 
the  barber.  I  dare  say,  on  your  own  application  to  Major  Zeigler, 
he  will  be  sent  to  voii. 

I  have  informed  !Major  Zeigler  that  the  command  of  Fort  Ham- 
ilton has  been  committed  to  vou,  and  in  the  execution  of  it  I  know 
not  any  thing  that  is  necessary  to  give  you  particularly  in  charge. 
Your  love  of  order  and  discipline  renders  it  entirely  unnecessary  to 
say  any  thing  with  respect  either  to  the  police  of  the  garrison  or  the 
care  of  the  men  ;  and  should  you  be  attiicked,  I  am  confident  that 
you  will  well  defend  yourself,  and  you  will  have  an  ample  supply 
of  provisions.  One  thing,  however,  I  request  you  to  send  small 
parties,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  discoveries,  and  establish,  if  you 
vol.  ii. — 18 
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can,  ^ome  moiie  of  comiuunicatiiig  willi  Fort  JefFersini  aud  this 
pkco. 

You  observe  that  Jlr.  Wade  is  your  ensign.     He  has  lately  b«ea    • 
appoiuted  an  adjutaut,  aud  cousequeotly  can  not  join  you ;  but  as  it 
is  necessary  tbat  you  should  have  two  subalterns,  I  have  directed  ' 
Major  Zoigler  to  give  you  another.     When  he  arrives,  I  can  have  \ 
no  objection  to  your  coming  to  Fort  Washington  for  a  short  time, 
and  I  know  you  winild  not  choose  to  make  it  otherwise.     Some  fi 
tillerymen  will  be  fcnt  you;  but,  alas!  we  have  none  who  have  any 
thing  more  than  the  name. 

I  am  still  very  much  afflicted,  and  have  been  abroad  but  three 
times  since  my  arrival ;  nevertheless,  I  propoao  to  set  off  for  the  At- 
lantic conntrv  to-morrow.' 


'GciTornor  St.  Cluirremnineil  Ht  Philaddpbm  for somo  months.  The  year 
IT&I  beini;  clevolod  tii  military  muremviits,  snd  the  niiintry  being  in  &  con- 
tinuni  £tatt>  of  aiurm.  little  wns  dune  iiuceEwsrily  in  the  oivil  linu.  Tbe  □: 
mcript  journiil  of  Hecrutary  Sargent  KhoWi,  hawi^vcr,  tbat  nnlbing  was  neg- 
lected that  was  iiocessiiry  to  the  welfare  uf  the  inbabiliinle.' 


1791,  Marcli  filh.— 1.  Returns  of  milllia, 


s.  tlicy  arc  luatantlr 
?  mik'  ol  anj  of  ths 
iiiiiT  iimiior  author' 


.e  militia,  and  vlthlii  anr 

arms  and  nccoulcrmcnlP, 
lug  ulUtiir.    Noltlllig  but 


icil  lu  i.a>s uui  till  ihtir  r,:iurii.  unless  lot  mll- 
..mmnnilliig..mwr. 
been  BO  recoutl)-  impressed  upon  every  miad 

■  poscil  lo  alTord  us  most  ninplo  protection,  but 
iiiimudlalu  Effuct.  our  defense  and  aafcly  must 
-.     \\'\l\x  arms  In  our  hands,  and  equal  num- 

.  iiiijiliiin.  Undi^r  cover  of  llio  works  thai  hava 
i;  but  It  is 


.  nil  ciaiiger,  it  «; 


'lit  distance,  to  taku  our 
0  Indian  will  eoni-eni 


II  ilio  lidds  alone  and  at  labor,  i 
ui;  tliplr  lives.  Tlioy  should  work  in  larae  parties, 
avs  ptiflted  nat.  This  will  deserve  aud  insure  security, 
el  may  deprive  us  of  many  good  soldiers  and  viiluatile 
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I  wish  yon,  or,  a  happy  commaDd.* 


General  Knox  to  General  St.  Glair. 

War  Depabtmest,  Dectmber  23d,  1791. 
Sir: — ^I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  November, 

'Tbo  original  letter  ii  in  tha  pouossion  of  L.  J.  Cist,  Esq.,  of  CincinnatL 


Apill  SOth.— Wlnthrop  Sorsent  wu  rommisiloned  Colonel  ol  the  mlllUa  ol  tha 
Tctrilocr. 

lS»<f  lit.— The  GoTcmor  lelt  for  Rentuckf. 

M«)r  2d.— The  Secretary  eommi«loncd  D'ldley  Woodbrldge  Regfitcr  of  Deeds  for 
WuhliigtOQ  county,  and  Benjamin  Jres  Gllmon  u  Clork  of  Court  of  Probate,  ote 
Enoch  Paraong,  rcilgni-d. 

Mar  Gtb.— All  pcriODa  between  the  ages  of  flftecn  and  fifty  ordered  lo  be  cnrallMI 
as  mlliUa,  and  tbe  lollowlny  appolntmenli  made  toi  the  SvL'ond  regiment  of  Waxb- 
Ington  connty:  Major— Isaac  Gulon,  Captains — John  Rome,  Francis  D'Hebecciur^ 
and  Antoina  B.  Due.  Lieutenants— Jean  Baptlstc  Le  Talllcur.  Edward  Thony  de  la 
Fosse,  and  John  Louis  Muldant.  Ensigns— Alexander  Clievalicr  Noel,  B.  MerwoU, 
and  Cluud  Romoln  Mesuagor.    Adjutant— J,  L.  Maldant.    Thuae  fur  OulUpolis. 

Uny  7lh.— Folio  wing  appolntmenlg  made  at  (iiil  11  polls:  JudRu  Court  of  Cnmmon 
Plena  and  Justice  of  the  Court  ol  Qunrter  Bess loiis— John  Gllliert  PetU  Jnsllcpn  of 
the  ruBce — Auxuslin  I.e  Clcrcq  and  Juan  Mlchan.  A  commliisinn  was  Issued  l<i  Ben- 
jamin Tuppcr,  Jciseph  Oilmiiii  and  John  G.  Petit  lo  hold  the  rourt  of  Common  Pleai 
In  county  of  Wnshliigton.  nnd  with  them  were  jiilniHl  Isaau  Pelrcc  and  Thiimai 
Lord  lo  hold  the  Court  ol  General  Quarter  Sessions  ul  the  Peace. 

May  !Is(.— Ilippolilus.  Vi.wount  of  Malartic,  appoinlc)  Lieutenant  Second  regl- 
mcDtof  Washlnnlon  county, 

May'illh.— AlClm-lniiiili,  WllUuin  lliirnel.  gentleman,  appointed  RcBlstorof  Dceili. 

Juno  Xlil,- John  Blanc  hard,  Renllcin  an,  aiipoinluU  I'lerk  to  Hie  Li'gislature. 

August  lah.-Govcrnor  Pt.  Clair,  nt  CIncinnaH.  a]>[»>lnti-d  Henry  Vanderburgh 
Judge  of  Probate  and  Jiintico  of  the  Peace  for  Knox  county.  A  new  eomnilssion 
sas  Issued  (or  holding  county  courts  In  that  county  to  Pier  Gnmcltn,  Jarae-  John- 
son, and  Henry  Vanderhnrgh,  being  named  therein,  and  Anlolnc  Gameltn  omitted, 
he  haTlng  left  the  Territory. 

December  12lh.— The  Secretary  appointed  Oliver  Spencer,  Llcutcnont'CiJouol; 
Brlcc  Virgin,  Captain;  and  John  Bowman,  Ensign  ot  the  First  regiment  of  llaml- 
lon  county. 

December  14th.— George  UcCullom  comralssloned  Justice  of  the  Peace  lor  Hamil- 
ton county. 

Dfccmber2;th.— Slilllury  appointments  made  as  follows:  Captain- Levi  Wood- 
ward. I.ieulen ants- John  Vance  and  John  Wallace,  Knsisn- I.saae  Freeman.  Eu- 
■Ign  Klbby  was  promoted  to  lie  I.leutenaiiC,  vice  Scott  Traverse,  rcaigDcd. 

1,  Supplementary  to  a  law  eulltled.  ''A  law  respecting  crimes  and  puulshmenta." 
[Pub.  Jaiu  22.1 

2.  For  the  punlnhmenl  of  persons  tearing  or  defacing  publications  set  up  by  au- 
thority.   {Pab.Jatic:^.] 

S.  Creating  the  oHlec  of  Clerk  of  the  I-cglslalnre.    [PnI.,  J^ni-  22,] 

4.  For  rendering  authentir'  as  evidence  In  tlu'  couriB  of  the  Territory  the  public 
acts,  records,  and  Judicial  prnceedinKs  of  courts  of  the  I.' n lied  States.   [Puh.  ,/mie  ii  J 

5.  AbollshlnE  the  distinction  between  the  ciimei  of  murder  and  petit  trcaaaa. 
IPuh.  Jane  2X] 

6.  Regulating  the  Inclosurcs  of  grounds,    ffuA,  June  29.] 

7.  ToaWerandamendthonilUtialawB,    {P^b.Julyi.\ 
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by  tliG  way  of  Lexington,  and  ynura  of  tlie  l7th  by  Mr.  Denny. 
Your  migfortimo,  to  be  aure,  has  been  great  and  unexpected.  But, 
sir,  it  was  one  of  those  incidents  which  sometimes  happen  in  human 
affairs,  whicli  could  not,  under  existmg  circumstances,  Iiave  been 
prevented.  Tbe  event  and  the  gallant  men  are  to  be  regretted.  But 
the  mind,  insHad.of  being  depressed,  mii.st  Iw  braced  t«  prejwire  nn 
ade'iuHte  reim/ly.  In  devifling  nieusures  to  iliis  end,  I  should  hava 
hocn  liiijipy  lind  your  health  and  other  eireumstarices  permitted  tl 
yon  iiuii  ripiiired  here  even  earlier  than  your  intimations. 

Be  iissurcd,  sir,  that  however  great  the  defeat,  that  both  yi 
repulaiiim  und  the  reputation  of  the  troops  under  your  command, 
arc  unini  pen  died.  The  fact  eeems  to  be  pretty  well  ascertained, 
way  of  Deiroit,  through  different  channels  of  communication,  tlurt 
you  must  have  had  oppooed  to  you  2,600  Indiana.  If  this  Bhould 
prove  tnic  eventually,  a  consolation  Would  at  least  arise  that  you 
were  beaten  by  superior  numbers,  I  enter  not  into  (lartieulani,  aa 
it  h  probable  you  will  soon  be  here,  and  even  tliia  letter  may  mJas 
you. 


OkXERAL   Ai!MST1!0M;'   Til   Tin:   PUE-SIDEST. 

Ihermhr  23,  1791. 
Who  could  d.>ubt,  who  kiinws  the  abilitie:^  of  the  first  officer..^  of 
that  nnny,  lliiit  the  only  I'Ucei'^sfiLl  loml,;  of  coping  willi  Indians  in 
a  li>n>l  had  tmt  Ikvu  [iiveoni'iTled  over  and  over  lonij  iK'fore  that 
dav.  The  partial  i>r  iii.imeiit:irv  advuntii-e,  ^r,ii,K.d  by  tbe  (lankiug 
piirties  imly,  as  I  apprehend,  wi.li  s<-ie«vd  Iwiyonets,  would  easily 
disi>i>v<T  the  i-n-nr  i,f  ilie  former  arraii^'einent ;  but  alas,  it  was  then 
too  lule,  <ith<T  lo  devise  a  new  one  or  elu.n^re  the  old  for  a  better. 
Phicing  the  militia  In  a  bmiy  over  tbe  brook,  permit  nic  to  tyay,  was 
an  unwarrantable  slep,  when  two  or  ihree  .'-niall  piekel.i  would  have 
served  a  U'lliT  purpose.  It  srems  probable  that  too  niueli  attach- 
ment lo  re.L'ular  or  niiliiary  ruK>,  or  a  t.Hi  [;reat  eimfidenco  in  the  ar- 
tillery (which,  it  seems,  tortued  part  of  the  lines,  and  had  a  ten- 
deuev  lo  render  the  tr.M.ps  stationary  i.  must  have  been  the  motives 
whi.-h  Ivd  1"  the  a.h.pled  ..rder  .if  aclion.     I  call  it  adopted,  because 

1{h.ii.t,-,I  .1"! 
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tbe  General  does  not  speak  of  having  intended  any  other,  whereby 
he  presented  a  large  and  visible  object,  i)erhaps  in  close  order,  too, 
to  an  enemy  near  enough  to  destroy,  but  from  their  known  modes 
of  action  comparatively  invisible;  whereby  we  may  readily  infer 
that  five  hundred  Indians  were  fully  sufficient  to  do  us  all  the  injury 
we  have  sustained,  nor  can  I  conceive  them  to  have  been  many  more. 
But,  tragical  as  the  event  has  been,  we  have  this  consolation :  that, 
during  the  action,  our  officers  and  troops  discovered  great  bravery, 
and  that  the  loss  of  a  battle  is  not  always  the  loss  of  the  cause.  In 
vain,  however,  may  we  expect  success  against  our  present  adversaries 
without  taking  a  few  lessons  from  them,  which  I  thought  Ameri- 
eans  had  learned  long  ago.  The  principles  of  their  military  action 
are  rational,  and,  therefore,  often  successful.  We  must,  in  a  great 
degree,  take  a  similar  method  in  order  to  counteract  them. 

As  the  best  of  men  are  liable  to  mistakes,  shall  we  lay  all  the 
blame  of  this  heavy  misfortune  to  the  score  of  natural  causes,  and 
our  half  surprised  and  mangled  army  ?  No,  verily ;  for,  if  we  do, 
the  last  error  will  be  greater  than  the  first.  No,  sir ;  the  people  at 
large,  in  behalf  of  whom  the  action  was  brought  on,  are  more  es- 
sentially to  blame,  and  lost  the  battle.  An  infatuating  security 
seeded  to  pervade  the  minds  of  all  men  anionirst  us.  We  jxm- 
dered  uot  sufficiently  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  object. 


General  St.  Claui  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

PniLADELPHiA,  January  22,  1792. 
Sir: — To  the  letter  of  the  9th  NovenilxT,  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  address  to  you  from  Fort  Washington,  a  postscript  was  added 
relating  to  information  communicated  by  Captain  Slough  t^)  General 
Butler,  and  not  imparted  by  him  to  me,  and  that  did  uot  come  to 
my  knowledge  till  after  the  army  had  got  back  to  that  fort.  As 
the  nature  of  the  information  was  not  mentioned,  the  ])ostscript 
must  have  a])pe;ared  mysterious,  and  it  is  proper  that  I  should  ex- 
plain it.  Captain  Slough  was  intended  to  have  Ik^cu  the  bearer  of 
the  letter  (and  it  was  so  indorsed  upou  the  corner),  therefore  I 
thought  it  needless  to  insert  the  particulars,  and  had  he  presented  it 
to  you,  no  doubt,  sir,  you  would  have  inquired  into  it  fully,  and  all 
ambiguity  would  have  ceased  ;  but,  at  the  moment  he  should  have 
set  off,  some  account  of  the  situation  of  Colonel  Gibson,  who  is  his 
uncle,  induced  him  to  delay  his  journey,  and  the  packet  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  another  person  then  going  to  Lexington.     You 
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will  be  pleast^d  U>  recollect  that  it  was  etuled  in  that  letter,  that  ua 
thf  night  preceding  the  4lh  0(;tiil»er,  the  militia  were  iu  advance 
of  the  most  of  the  army.  Fur  greater  security,  and  to  intercept 
auy  small  parties  of  Indians  which  might  be  approaching  with 
predatorj'  view,  it  was  thought  fitting  that  a  party  of  regular  tninjis 
eluiuhl  be  advanced  from  a  quarter  to  a  half  of  a  mile  finin  the 
militia.  The-  party  was  taken  fmni  the  right  wing  which  formed  tlie 
friiHt  line,  then  under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Butler, 
anil  G'ftptaio  Shmgh  was  the  officer  ordered  out  by  him  for  tliijse 
[lurpises.  Iu  the  night,  it  seems,  he  discovered  the  Indians  ap- 
proaching in  such  numbers  that  he  thought  it  necesisary  to  draw  in 
his  jmrty,  and  immediately  made  report  of  what  he  had  discovered 
to  General  Buller,  from  whom  he  received  his  orders.  He  proposed 
to  the  general  to  make  the  same  report  to  me,  but  General  Butler 
rcplie<l  to  him  (hat,  as  be  munt  be  &tigued,  he  had  letter  lie  down 
to  sleep,  and  that  he  would  himself  give  me  the  information.  This 
is,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recolleet,  the  account  that  Captain  Slougb 
gave  me  at  Fort  Washington. 

The  orders  piven  to  Oilonel  Oldham,  mentionetl  also  in  the  post- 
HiTipt  as  not  executed,  were  that  he  should  send  out  from  his  com- 
mand, an  hour  at  least  liefore  day,  and  as  much  earlier  as  jjossihle, 
four  or  five  partk's  of  twenty  men  with  an  officer,  to  take  different 
directions,  to  make  discovcrii's.  I  was  very  anxious  on  this  point, 
and  not  without  doubt  that  it  might  not  bo  practically  attended  to. 
Therefore,  alnuit  the  dawn  of  day,  but  i-ather  Ix'fore  it,  the  adjutant- 
general  was  sent  to  Colonel  Oldham,  that  I  might  i)C  certain  of  that 
prccaulion  having'  Iwen  taken.  Cohmcl  Oldham  was  met  by  him 
at  some  distauw  I'll ini  liis  encampment,  and  informed  him  the  par- 
ties were  not  tlieii  pme  out,  but  would  l>e  dispatched  the  moment 
fae  returned.     Unhappily  ho  never  returned. 


Gi;xt:nAi,  St.  Ci.-iiit  to  Hon.  Tiiomaa  Fitiwimmons. 

rin[,\i.i:i,i-iii.v,  Juimanj  23,  1792. 
Sir: — The  communications  whicli  have  been  made  to  the  com- 
mittee by  the  Secretary  of  War  ami  -Mr.  Hodgdou  seem  intended 
to  give  a  new  turn  to  IIlo  inquiry,  and  jirosent  themselves  to  my 
mind  not  as  a  justification  of  themselves  from  any  share  tbey  or 
either  of  them  may  have  had  in  pnMlutiug  the  misfurtnnes  of  the 
last  camimifin,  but  ii  combined  attack  upon  me  personally.  It 
windd  be  irupropcr  in  nic  to  obtrude  u])on  the  conmiittee  any  obser 
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Tation  I  may  think  proper  to  make  upon  those  communications  in 
that  point  of  view.  But,  as  it  has  been  remarked,  some  part  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  respecting  Mr.  Hodgdon  particularly  may 
have  been  drawn  from  the  information  contained  in  my  official  let- 
ters to  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  truth  of  which  information  is  de- 
nied, it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  show  to  the  committee,  as  far  as 
it  is  in  my  power  to  show  it,  that  the  information  I  gave  was  well 
founded.  To  that  end  I  would  request  that  Captain  Sedam  and 
Captain  Kirsey,  who  are,  I  believe,  at  New  Brunswick,  in  New 
Jersey,  may  be  summoned  as  witnesses,  and  General  Harmar  and 
Major  Zeigler,  who  are  in  this  city.  Those  are  the  only  persons  I 
can  recoUect  at  present  who  were  at  Fort  Washington  at  the  time  I 
arrived  there  who  are  within  reach,  and  the  use  I  mean  to  make  of 
this  testimony  is  to  fix  what  was  the  general  opinion  in  the  army 
with  respect  to  Mr.  Hodgdon  as  quartermaster,  and  the  great  share 
of  toil,  trouble  and  vexation  that  fell  upon  me  from  his  absence.  I 
mention  the  use  which  is  to  be  made  of  it,  because  if  these  points 
are  thought  to  be  sufficiently  established  already,  I  would  dispense 
with  Captains  hjedam  and  Kirsey,  on  account  of  the  trouble  the 
journey  must  unavoidably  give  them.  1  would  also  request  that 
the  committee  would  be  pleased  to  ask  from  tlie  War  Office  the  com- 
munications from  Colonel  Mentgez  as  inspector,  after  1  assumed 
the  command  at  Fort  Washington. 


General  St.  Clair  to  the  President. 

[Private.]  PHILADELPHIA,  Fehmary  24,  1792. 

Sir : — I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  for  your  perusal  the  draught 
of  a  letter  which  I  propose  to  address  to  you  on  the  subject  I  had  the 
honor  to  mention  to  you  a  few  days  ago. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  letter  is  intended  to  be  published,  and 
it  is  for  that  reason  I  have  presumed  to  lay  it  before  you  in  this 
manner,  and  I  have  to  beg  the  favor  that,  should  there  Ix?  any  sen- 
timents in  it,  or  any  thing  in  the  manner  of  expressing  them  tliat 
you  disapprove  of,  you  would  be  pleased  to  mention,  that  they  may 
be  suppressed  or  altered  before  it  bo  too  late. 

I  am  not  perfectly  sure  of  the  ground  I  have  taken  upon  this 
occasion,  but  I  am  sure  the  measure  has  proceeded  from  a  delicacy 
of  respect,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  avoid  the  giving  you  the 
smallest  dissatisfaction,  and  to  approach  you  in  my  private  charac- 
ter is  a  liberty  which  you  were  pleased  to  grant  me. 


St.  a.i!.r  P.ipers. 


Major  E.  M,  Butler  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

[No  Place  oit  Date],  1792. 

Sir: — Your  cnnamunicatioTia  to  the  Swretary  of  War  on  tha  1 
Bubject  of  tbo  lale  campaign,  imply  8o  unjiist  au  imputatiou  on  the  I 
memory  nf  the  decoaaed  General  Butler  tbat  I,  as  a  brulher  and  a  i 
frieml  [<mt],  find  nij-eelf  disagreeably  obliged  to  iuldre»i9  you  on  the  i 
occflHiou.  I  flatter  myself  I  have  only  to  mcatioii  the  circumstaDoe  «| 
in  order  to  bring  to  your  recollection  what,  in  the  hurry  of  businesa, 
must  bnve  escaped,  to  induce  you  to  wijie  the  unmerited  stain  from 
a  character  who,  when  living,  thought  highly  of  your  Excellency'*  ' 
friendship. 

On  the  evening  preceding  our  action,  I  mentioned  (in  consequcnoe   j 
of  some  'ibKervutiiins  I  hud  made)  to  the  ikIju  taut-general  the  imlicy 
of  a  small  detachment  being  wnt  to  nmbnscndc  on  the  Indian  path  J 
the  parties  yi\\n  might  be  stealing  horses.     He  mentioned  it  imme-  i 
diately  to  your  Excellency,  who  approved  the  idea,  and  was  ao  I 
iwlite  as  to  allow  me  the  mere  honorary  honor  in  turning  it  out,  not 
to  exceed  thirty  or  forty  men.     In  cDnseijiiencc  of  this.  I  put  out 
Capliiiii  Sliiujrh  with  his  piirtv-     I  gave  liim  lii.s  orders  and  the  coun- 
tersipi,  nor  did  I  n-k  (icneriil  Butler  (utter  receiving  my  orders) 
that  nl-lii,  or  l'Ivc  him  tlie  MMiilh>,<l  iidviee  of  Mirh  a  luirtv's  having 
been  dria.linl.     1  am  w,ll  .■„„vin.Td  <;,.neRd  Hvitler  had'no  official 
inf  irtn:ilii>n  on  this  sidijcet  imlil  ii  few  minutes  jirevious  to  the  action 


Your  Ex.'rllenev  will  sre 
not  find  unl(':iphUL.Sl,m^'h, 
if  Captiiin  .'^Inu-h  \v.v\  m-M 
cinl,  n.-r  Wiis  1,,^  in  any  way 
gated  the  nmtteriis  t(.  be  a^ 
nuulesuehrepurt,  an.l,  if  n. 
ittotbesatisfaeliun  <.f  thep 
refuse  t!ic  friends  of  Gcnci 
dea^rve.' 


mm  the^^e  faels  that  General  Bntlerdid 
111]-  L'ivf^  him  his  rirdors;  and  of  course, 
tlie  n'|"irt  in  ipiesiion,  it  was  not  nffi- 
icininitable;  biLt  I  huvo  :=i>  far  iuvesti- 
.ired  mysflf  that  Captain  Plough  never 
■essaiy,  expect  in  a  short  time  to  prove 
rlie:'  interested,  should  your  Excellency 
.1  Butler  that  justice  wliiuU  his  merits 


GiiNLiiAL  St.  Claih  to  ^Iajou  Eroti?.\-i>  Bltler. 

rnil..\i>i:i,i'iiiA,  March  3rf,  1792. 
; — I  have,  post  before  last,  received  a  letter  from  you  without 
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date,  on  the  subject  of  my  official  communicationa  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  by  which  you  eay  unjust  harm  is  fixed  on  the  character  of 
the  deceased  General  Butler,  who,  when  living  thought  highly  of 
my  friendship,  and  you  expect  that  from  the  statement  you  have 
made,  that  I  shall  be  induced  to  wipe  it  off,  otherwise,  as  a  brother 
and  friend,  you  must  apply  to  the  public. 

How  General  Butler,  when  living,  estimated  my  friendship,  I  do 
not  know ;  but  I  very  well  know  tliat  he  had  good  reason  to  set  some 
Talue  ui>on  it,  because  in  the  couree  of  a  considerable  number  of 
years  it  had  been  unrcoiitting  and  useful  to  him,  and  was,  as  far  as 
I  had  opportunity,  extended  to  all  his  connections.  It,  therefore, 
gives  nic  some  surprise  that  one  of  his  brothers,  who,  I  think,  could 
not  be  ignorant  of  those  circumstances,  should  suppose  that  in  the 
moment  almost  of  his  decease,  I  would  attack  bis  character.  This 
supposition  implies  an  inconsistency  on  my  part  that  I  have  not 
been  used  tu  give  examples  of,  and  I  should  have  thought  that  you 
knew  enough  of  mc  to  believe  I  was  not  ajit  to  dctmct  from  the 
reputation  of  any  jxTson  liviug  or  dead. 

You  arc  mistaken  in  supjxwing  that  the  hiirrj-  of  Imshios."  led  me 
into  any  nu^lake,  excojitiiig  it  might  be  this  one,  that  in  giving  you 
directions  about  the  jmrty  it  did  not  occur  to  me  tliat  it  M!i,«  the  left 
wing  of  the  army,  and  not  the  riglit,  to  which  you  acted  a.!^  Brigade 
Major — a  mistake  I  fell  into  oi'lener  than  once,  and  owing,  I  sup- 
pose, to  tiie  circumstance  that  I  had  requested  Gciiornl  Butler  to 
give  you  tliat  aj>iii)inlnicnt.  It  was  my  intention  that  you  should 
have  commaudtid  the  jiarty,  as  it  soemeil  to  be  your  wish,  but  recol- 
lecting your  situation  as  Brigade  Major,  it  was  improjHT  that  you 
should  1)0  detacliod  ;  neither  wa:4  it  i>n)i>er  that  any  tiling  rcsjiecting 
the  right  wing  should  have  l>een  given  iu  charge  to  you.  It  docii 
not  follow  that  Ikjiiuiso  you  did  not  see  General  Butler  (iifler  re- 
ceiving yonr  ordenj)  that  night,  that  I  did  not  see  liim,  and  whether 
you  conj-idcr  the  iiiiiirmation  he  got  official  or  not,  will  not  make 
any  difference  in  the  ea.«e,  ami  you  may  be  assured  that  I  can  i>rove, 
in  the  most  unequivocal  maimer,  that  the  jiarty  was  foraied  close  by 
his  tent,  and  that  the  officer  did  receive  his  orders  from  him. 
Whether  GenemI  Butler  received  from  Captain  Slough  the  informa- 
tion which  I  have  slated  to  the  Scerctarj'  of  War  rests  with  Captain 
Slough.  I  presume  it  will  not  lie  doubted  that  such  information  waa 
given  to  me.  It  was  my  duty  U\  make  the  communication,  and  it 
was  done  in  a  manner  the  most  delicate  T  could  think  of,  for  I  not 
only  avoided  the  inserting  it  in  the  body  of  my  letter,  which  would 
have  rendered  the  publication  of  it  inevitable,  but  I  did  not  evca 
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dclail  it,  leaving  it  to  a  persoDal  oxplanatinn  with  CaptAin  Sloi^Iir  I 
and  the  f>eeretarj'  to  judge  whether  to  puhlisth  it  or  not 
unfortunate  that  he  did  nut  go  firwitrdas  was  cs])efted. 

With  re.spc-ct  t<i  iiu  appeal  l«  the  public,  sir,  I  have  only  to  ob-  i 
serve  that  the  imprudence  of  M>ine  persons  who  have  <iimo  forward  I 
already  m  General  Butler's  friends,  but  who  are  in  fact  an  frtciidB,  J 
either  to  his  ineniory  or  lo  me,  will,  I  believe,  render  it  nticessary  j 
that  evprr  Iransaction  of  the  carapaipu  be  laid  before  the  publio,  ! 
when  iiiauv  things  that  gave  me  much  pain  at  the  time,  aud  lh»t  | 
would,  us  tliiiigH  lmii]»ene<l,  have  been  buried  in  eternal  silenre,  i 
bo  brought  to  view.  For  the  eousequenee,  it  is  they  and  not  I  that  j 
will  bo  respona 


Tobias  Leak'  to  Gesebal  St,  Ci^ra. 

SlWOAY  MoHXlXG  {wiliumt  date)  179S 
Drar  .S;V.-^The  President,  recollecting  an  engagement  which  ha>  J 

has  at  trn  ii'di-ek  tn-inorrovr  morning,  requests  yon  will  Ijo  here  at  "* 
eighi,  insleiid  of  nine  oVlnek,  as  whs  pro|>osed,  in  order  that  he  may 
l>e  at  lifwrty  to  ('i>tii]ily  witli  his  fugagoment  at  ten. 

r,  K, — You  will  tiikc  brfukfiist  with  ihi;  President,  if  convenient. 


Gi:ni;hai,  St.  Ci.aii:  to  thi-:  I'ma-inENT. 

Pini.Ai(i:i.i-iiiA.  Mtirrh  26,  1792. 
Sir:— I  l)c-  Iciiv.;  to  oliur  luy  uiih;ignod  thanks  for  the  honor  con- 
ferred u|ioii  \w  by  the  iiiijKiinlment  t^i  (lie  coniniaud  of  the  army 
of  till.' I'uiti'd  SliUfs  ilie  hist  nuupiiigii ;  ihovigji  lliiit  eampaign  was 
unforluiuili',  1  iiui  not  eoiisuious  tli:it  Jiuy  thing  witjiiu  my  jxiwer  to 
have  jiroduci'd  ii  more  tortunatc  is-iie  was  neglceted.  As  I  was 
prompled  to  aci:-i*|)t  that  command  liy  no  niotivi's  of  cither  umbitiou 
or  iuteiTst,  bnt  by  :i  fervent  wish  to  Ixi  of  service  to  my  country, 
and  a  belief,  jwrliajis  too  fondly  cntertainod,  that  I  could  he  tai,  that 


him 


.  L.ur< 


y  llioii 


M-i't. 


If' 


it  llni 


nrd  Til 


versitv.  Ill  ISOI,  lj.-  iv;,^  iipjH.i  111  I'll  (.'oii!^iil-(;<.-iii:riil  iit  Sun  Dmiiiiign;  iint 
from  isiM  1..  lS:-2,  w.i*  Ciin*iil-GeiUTiil  iit  AlijiiTs,  nr.l  «:is  commissioned  U 
conflMil^  :i  jh;:h,'o  wild  Trip.)li.     Dii^.l  Octobur  10,  \i\ii.— Drake's  Anitrieai 


iM 
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I  am  led  to  decline  it  in  future,  proceeds  neither  from  disappoint- 
ment nor  disgust.  Having  been  much  afflicted  with  sickness  during 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  last  campaign  (though  1  flatter  myself  the 
public  interest  did  not  sufler  by  it),  and  although  my  health  is  now 
tolerably  restored,  my  constitution  has  received  a  very  severe  shock, 
and  I  might  not  again  be  able  to  go  through  the  weight  of  business 
which  necessarily  follows  the  command  of  an  army.  While  I  am 
persuaded  that  every  thing  was  done  in  the  course  of  the  last  cam- 
paign that  could  be  done,  on  my  part,  to  answer  the  public  (expecta- 
tion fully,  yet  it  is  denied  by  some,-  doubted  by  many,  and  known 
to  but  few  out  of  the  army.  A  wish  to  rectify  the  public  opinion, 
and  a  duty  that  I  conceive  I  owe  to  myself,  induces  me  to  request 
that  an  inquiry  into  my  conduct  may  be  instituted.  When  that  is 
over,  I  may  hope  to  be  permitted  to  resign  the  commission  of  Major- 
Greneral  which  I  now  hold.  Should  the  result  of  the  inquiry  be 
that  in  any  instance  the  duties  of  my  station  were  neglected ;  or 
that  I  did  not  improve  every  hour  and  every  opportunity  to  the 
best  advantage ;  or  that  the  operations  of  the  army,  after  it  wan  in 
a  condition  to  operate,  were  delayed  one  moment  in  consequence  of 
my  illness,  I  shall  patiently  submit  to  the  merited  censure.  To 
whoever  may  be  appointed  my  successor,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give 
every  light  and  information  my  situation  as  General  of  the  army 
and  Governor  of  the  Western  Territory  put  it  in  my  power  to  ob- 
tain, and  to  evince  to  you  and  to  the  world  that  the  confidence  you 
were  pleased  to  repose  in  me  was  not  misplaced. 

With  every  sentiment  of  gratitude,  of  respect,  and,  allow  me  to 
add,  of  affection,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 


President  Washington  to  General  St.  Clair. 

United  States,  March  28,  1792. 

Sir: — Your  knowledge  of  tlie  country  north-west  of  the  Ohio, 
and  of  the  resources  for  an  army  in  its  vicinity,  added  to  a  full  con- 
dence  in  your  military  character,  founded  on  mature  ex])erience, 
induced  my  nomination  of  you  to  the  command  of  the  troops  on 
the  frontiers. 

Your  desire  of  rectifying  any  errors  of  the  public  opinion  relative 
to  your  conduct,  by  an  investigation  of  a  court  of  inquiry,  is  highly 
laudable,  and  would  be  readily  complied  with  were  the  measure 
practicable.     But  a  total  deficiency  of  ofiicers,  in  actual  service,  of 
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cuuipetuiit  niuk  to  form  a.  legal  court  for  that  purpose,  precludes  tb« 
power  of  gralifyiug  your  wishes  oii  the  occasion. 

The  intimation  of  your  readinees  U.\  aSbrd  your  suci^ftsaor  all  th* 
inform atioQ  uf  ivhich  you  are  capable,  although  uuuoei'Kuiry  tor  my  | 
personal  eonvictiiin,  must  be  regarded  as  an  additional  evidence  of   ' 
the  goodness  of  your  heart,  and  of  your  attavhmeat  to  your  coujitry. 

\_Pnmte. — While  I  ac(«pt  your  resignation  for  the  caiii^B  yon. 
State,  I  sincerely  regret  the  occasion.     1  fervently  hope  that  your    ' 
health  may  be  perfectly  re-establish e<l,  and  that  j-ou  may  enjoy  uor 
interrupted  Jiappiness.]' 


fJEXLriAL  8t.  Clair  tq  the  Piusident. 


into  my 
reasons 

it  iM'cu  ]; 


-I  Imv.'  Iim. 
While  I  lun 
conduct  by 
you  have  » 
pivsent  my 
icticiihlc, 
letter  cif 


PuiLADEiJ-iiiA,  MartJi  31,  1792. 
liie  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  28th  i 
ent  that  circumstaucea  prevent  an  invcedgatioa  | 
I  e^urt  of  inquiry,  I  can  not  but  acquiesce  in  iho  J 
s^lgned  why  it  can  not  take  place,  nud  I  beg 
tliiinks  for  the  desire  to  have  gratified  me,  had 
vhich  you  huve  been  pleased  to  manifest.. 
he  2(!th,  I  expres.-ied  my  intention  of  retiring 
wlird  ihe  inquiry  ."liould  !«>  over.  The  only  reason 
wr  lo  reliiiii  my  coinmissinii  until  tiiiit  lime  was.  thut 
liLcl  .should  iiiijK^iir  in  tlic  cnur^e  i>f  the  iu.piiry,  I 
iil.lc  U>  :i  caurt-iiiaiiial,  whi<'li  u  rcsigmiti.m  would 
ll-iiisc  nf  lii'jiresciitiitives,  sir,  have  directed 
i^es  .if  tlic  fiiilurc  nf  t!i<.  Iii.st  eaiiiiiaigu  to  bo 
.{■  ih.-ir  own  lj:.ily.  Tlic  ^:.me  reason  that  iu- 
s  coutemplnled,  o]>eratos 
y  be  projierthiit  I  should 
II  siiim  lie  rc<|iiisile  that 
niiv  wiiii  is  to  conliiuie  to 
1   you  expiieitiv. 


i  the  II 
uH  be  found  that  any 


:.  llio 


fe'crve  thut  my  sole  object  is  to  give  effect  to 
''ual  way,  by  a  court-martial,  should  it  appear 

briukuu  WHS  written  below  the  signature  and  a 


M 


thrrespondence^  Addresses^  Etc.  285 

that,  in  any  manner  whatMever^  the  misfortunes  of  the  last  campaign 
can  be  attributed  to  me,  and  it  is  the  proper,  and,  I  believe,  the 
only  tribunal  where  military  crimes  and  misconduct  can  Ix*  inqui*^ 
into  and  punished,  or  where  an  officer's  reputation,  infinitely  dearer 
than  life,  can  be  vindicated. 

Should  the  public  service,  however,  require  that  another  officer 
of  the  same  rank  with  me  be  appointed  immediately,  I  am  ready  to 
make  the  resignation  forthwith,  notwithstanding  that  it  may  seem 
to  proceed,  and,  at  a  distance,  will  be  supposed  to  liave  arisen  from 
a  sense  that  the  volume  of  calumny  and  defamation,  invented  by 
malice,  which  is  daily  pouring  from  the  press  into  the  public  ear, 
has  too  much  foundation  for  me  to  meet  it — that  I  shrink  from  the 
consequences  and  choose  to  shelter  myself  in  a  private  station.  I 
am  ready,  sir,  upon  this,  as  I  have  been  up(m  others,  to  sacrifice 
every  private  and  personal  feeling  and  consideration  to  the  public 
good. 


President  Washington  to  GenkRxVl  St.  Clair. 

ITnitei)  States,  April  4,  1792. 

Sir: — I  have  read  and  duly  considered  your  letter  of  the  31st 
ultimo. 

The  reasons  you  offer  for  retainiug  your  commiesion  until  an  op- 
portunity should  be  presented,  if  necessary,  of  investigating  your 
conduct,  in  every  mode  prescribed  by  law,  would  be  conclusive 
with  me,  under  any  other  circumstances  than  the  present. 

But,  the  establishment  of  the  troops  allows  only  one  Major-Gen. 
eral.  You  have  manifested  your  intention  of  retiring,  and  the  es- 
sential interests  of  the  i)ublic  recjuire  that  your  successor  should  be 
immediately  appointed,  in  order  to  repair  to  the  frontiers. 

As  the  House  of  Ilepresentatives  have  been  ])loase<l  to  institute  an 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  exj)edition,  I  should 
ho|)e  an  opportunity  would  tliereby  be  afforded  you  of  explaining 
your  conduct  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  public  and  yourself. 


General  St.  Clair  to  the  President. 

Philadelphia,  Apnl  7,  1792. 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant. 
Although  I  was  very  desirous,  sir,  to  hold  my  commission  of  Major- 
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Geuernl  until  the  iuquiry  by  the  commiltee  nf  the  Houee  of  R«prft- J 
tieDtativea  should  he  over,  for  the  reaaoDs  which  I  a^goed,  and  whidi  1 
ycm  are  pleased  tu  think  have  some  weight,  yet  the  iietessity  of  ths -I 
officer  being  iipiwiinted  who  is  to  cfiminand  the  troups,  in  order  t< 
repairing  to  the  fniutier,  ib  certainly  pret^ing  and  ought  to  Bilenoe  1 
with  me  every  wish  of  b  mere  pereonal  ualure.  I  do,  therefore,  nowfl 
formally  resign  the  nppointmcul  of  Majiir-CJeneral. 

T  huve  never  cuterliiine<l  ti  di)iil)t  that  an  inqniry  into  the  canseS'S 
of  the  failure  of  the  lato  exi»e»lition,  whether  directed  particularlyf 
to  my  coiidnet  nr  tn  that  connected  wilh  other  causes  that  may  havo  1 
operated, Jn   whatever  way  it  might  be  conducted,  would   provo.l 
honorable  to  me,  and  satisfactory  to  the  public  as  &r  as  I  woa  con-'  1 
connected  with  it,  but  setting,  an  1  do,  a  due  vahie  upon  the  public  1 
opinion,  and  desirous  not  to  lose  that  place  in  the  esteem  of  the  vip-  -I 
tuous  and  intelligent  of  my  fellow-citizens,  which  I  have  long  heM^.J 
yon  will  not  wonder  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  a  degree  of  1 
anxiety,  not  only  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made,  but  that  every  \ 
thing  cnjrablc  of  being  miscooBtnied  should  be  avoided  on  my  part. 
I  will  own  U>  yon,  f^ir,  that  the  desire  of  hone.-t  fame  has  ever  been 
the  strongest  piissiou  in  tny  breast.     I  have  thougiit  that  I  had 
merited  il,  and  it  is  nil  I  have  lo  compensate  me  for  the  sacrifice  of 
a  very  indepCLidi'ot  silimtiun  and  the  last  years  of  my  life  devoted 
to  llie  iioi>lif  service,  nnd  the  iaithfnl  ;ip])lifiilioii  of  my  talents,  such 
tt.1  tlicy  were,  in  every  situiitiou  in  which  I  have  been  placed,  with  a 
zeal  bonierinsT  u[i.m  erithiisiasm.     I  trust,  sir,  I  shall  yet  enjoy  it, 
while  tlm.'ic  wh'>  li:ive  altcmiiled  to  di.'^turb  it  will  be  forgotten,  or  re- 
nu-iiil)ered  witb  iiidi^-naliim,  and.  in  their  bosoms,  if  they  have  feel- 
ing, sensations  may  arise,  something  similar  to  what  Milton  has 
<iescril>cd  to  have  seized  u]>oii  Satan,  when  he  discovered  our  first 
parents  in  Paradise. 


liioi'ORT  i>r  A  Si'Kcm,  ('ommettick  or  ruK   House   of  Repre- 
si:ni'ativkw  on   tik;  1''ai!.i"U[-:  or  Tin-;  ExriiDiTioN  Aomsst 

THK  InWASS. 

Mairh  27th,  1792. 
Mr.  Giles,  of  Virginia,  introduced  a  i-esolution  requesting  the 
President  to  institute  au  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  iiiilnre  of 
the  ex|>editiou  against  the  Indians  in  the  iall  of  1791;  "  and  also 
info  (he  eanses  <if  the  detcnfiot.s  or  dehiys  which  are  suggested  to 
have  attended  the  money,  chithing,  provisions,  and  military  stores, 
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for  the  use  of  the  said  army,  and  into  such  other  causes  as  may,  in 
any  manner,  have  been  productive  of  said  defeat." 

This  led  to  an  animated  debate,  during  which  party  spirit  was 
displayed.  It  was  finally  suggested  by  Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, that  it  was  improper  to  request  the  President  to  institute 
a  Court  of  Inquiry.  "  The  reasons  and  propriety  of  such  courts  are 
better  and  more  fully  known  to  the  President  than  to  the  members 
of  the  House."  He  was  in  favor  of  a  committee  of  inquiry  relative 
to  such  objects  as  come  properly  under  the  cognizance  of  the  House, 
and  if  the  resolution  were  defeated  he  would  move  the  appointment  of 
such  a  committee.  Mr.  Giles's  resolution  was  rejected,  and  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Fitzsimmons  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  Thnt  ti  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
failure  of  the  late  expedition  under  Major-General  St.  Clair;  and  that  the 
said  committee  bo  empowered  to  call  for  such  persons,  papers,  and  records, 
as  may  be  necessary  to  assist  their  inquiries. 

The  committee  appointed  under  the  resolution  consisted  of  Mr. 
Fitzsimmons,  Mr.  G\\e»,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Viuing,  Mr. 
Clark,  and  Mr.  Sedgwick. 

The  committee  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duty  immedi- 
ately, and  gave  notice  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  Major-Gen- 
eral St.  Clair,  to  attend.  After  a  very  minute  and  laborious  in- 
vestigation extending  throughout  the  session,  during  which  many 
witnesses  were  examined,  the  committee  came  to  a  umtnimmis  agree- 
ment, and  made  report  to  the  House,  of  which  the  following  ex- 
tracts cover  tlie  essential  points : 

[The  report  first  relates  that  a  contract  for  supplies  was  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  with  Theodosius  Fowler,  who  gave 
bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  contract;  that  January  3,  1791,  the  contract  was  trans- 
ferred from  Fowler  to  William  Duer,  but  that  notice  of  the  transfer 
was  not  filed  in  the  Treasury  Department  until  the  7th  of  A])ril,  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  refused  to  recognize  Duer  other 
than  as  the  agent  of  Fowler;  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  ah)ne 
appears  to  have  been  the  agent  cm  the  ])art  of  the  United  States,  in 
all  things  relating  to  the  execution  of  the  contract,  always  cx)rre- 
sponded  with  Duer  as  contractor,  and  on  the  26th  of  April  he 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  said  lUier  for  supplying  the  troops 
with  provisions  until  their  arrival  at  Fort  Pitt,  for  the  execution  of 
which  Duer  gave  a  bond  in  the  sura  of  four  thousand  dollars  with- 
out security.  The  report  also  relates  tliat  no  money  for  purchasing 
.  supplies  was  furnished  at  Carlisle,  which  was  the  place  of  ren- 
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dezvoua  fur  ihe  tnliBtcd  »cildiers,  down  to  a  day  r&  late  as  the  9tft 
of  May ;  ami  lUat  the  agont  of  the  coutractor  waa  actively  cugagtd 
in  furnishiiiff  HUpiiUee  for  the  troops  on  creiiit.] 

It  appuars  fniui  the  corresixindence  of  General  Buller  to  the  Seo- 
tar)'  of  War,  from  the  9th  of  May  to  the  9lh  of  June,  repealed 
complaints  were  tuade  of  fatal  inipniaDagenient  and  ueglects  iu  ttie 
fliiani-nuasler's  and  military  stores  depart  meats,  partieiilarly 
teul.t,  knaitsneks,  camji-kdtllL'H,  tarlridge-lxiseB,  jwck-saddiee,  ete.iT 
all  "f  whieli  urtieles  'KV.k  di'ficit'.nt  in  qnaulity,  and  bat)  in  ijiinlit^. 
The  jiiiL'k-suiiiUes  particularly,  were  made  iu  Philadelphia,  which, 
wilb  thi:  Iraiisijortation.  a^lolIllt^d  to  more  than  double  the  price  at 
whiili  ilicy  might  have  been  procured  at  Fori  Pitt,  and  many  yf 
ihcin  Were  found,  npon  examiaatiou,  to  be  unfit  for  use;  a  few  of 
the  fltiiallcr  wwn  only  were  ua-d. 

It  ftpjKaii'M  ihat  a  great  prop<jrtion  of  the  powdur  supplied  for 
tii»  of  the  army  was  not  of  good  cjuality,  though  an  experiment 
was  made  by  Major  Ferguson  at  Fort  Pitt  with  a  howitzer,  who  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  quality  of  the  [wwder.'  On  the  9th  of  June, 
nother  of  the  contractor's  agents,  infiirmed  Gen- 
!  had  not  at  that  time  rceeived  any  moneys  from 
tiie  pureliJL«e  of  jiriivisiims,  etc.,  for  the  troops, 
o  fiupply  ihem  oti  cruiiit,  that  the  country  f«r- 
n  iibiindiiiici'  at  a  clicup  rate  when  money  was  liad 
Tl[:it  shortly  iil'tiT  this  infiirnmtioii  was  conimn- 
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|)-^  were  ;  it  ap|>rars  that  General  Butler 
iiiKl  will,  in  hii=  command  at  F.irt  Pitt, 
r'li'jis  there  can  not  be  imputed  to  Lis 

irlerii!)le  difficulties  and  delays  iu  going 
V  state  of  the  wafer. 
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The  army,  coDsisting  of  about  two  thousand  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  move<l  from  Fort  Washington,  by  orders  fix)m 
the  Commander-inrChief,  to  a  place  five  or  six  miles  from  thence, 
called  Ludlow's  Station,  where  they  continued  till  the  17th  of  Sep- 
tember, at  which  time  the  whole  army  amounted  to  about  two 
thousand  three  hundred  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  fit  for 
duty. 

Mr.  Hodgdon  was  appointed  quartermaster-general  in  the  month 
of  March,  and  continued  at  Philadelphia  until  4th  of  June ;  he  then 
proceeded  to  Fort  Pitt,  where  he  arrived  the  10th  of  the  same 
month ;  and  where  he  remained  until  the  26th  of  August ;  no  suffi- 
cient causes  have  appeared  to  the  committee  to  justify  this  delay, 
and  his  presence  with  the  army  appears  to  have  been  essentially 
necessary  previously  to  that  time ;  the  duties  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  were  much  increased  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the 
quartermaster-general,  and  after  a  continued  expectation  of  his  ar- 
rival at  Fort  Washington,  for  more  than  six  weeks,  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  gave  him  express  orders,  by  letter,  to  repair  to  camp  with- 
out delay. 

The  receipt  of  the  letter  is  acknowledged,  but  the  orders  con- 
tained therein  were  neither  answered  nor  obeyed,  and  his  arrival  at 
camp  was  not  until  the  10th  of  Septemlxir.  The  Commander-in- 
Chief,  until  that  time,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  dls- 
chargcd  those  of  the  quartermaster-general,^  and  the  military  stores 

1  Extract  from  thk  Testimony  of  General  Harmar. 

He  was  not  with  General  St.  Clair  on  the  expedition ;  was  ut  Fort  Wash- 
ini;toii  when  the  general  arrived;  heard  numberless  complaints  among  the 
officers  of  the  ill  conduct  of  Mr.  Hodgdon,  the  quartermaster,  and  of  his  not 
being  forward  at  headquarters,  and  the  trouble  that  General  St.  Clair  was 
unavoidably  subjected  to  by  bis  absence.  Is  of  opinion  that  the  arrange- 
ments of  Mr.  Hodgdon,  after  ho  did  arrive,  were  ill-judged  and  defective. 
'I  hese  deficiencies,  he  understood  by  conversing  with  the  officers,  left  Fort 
Washington  25th  or  27th  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one.  These  discontents  were  frequent  among  the  officers,  and  from  his  own 
observations  he  judged  of  the  bad  arrangements  of  Mr.  Hodgdon,  particu- 
larly the  tying  up  the  horses  to  the  fences;  cavalry  were  suffering  for  want 
of  forage,  which  the  fences  showed,  as  they  eat  the  fences  >)oth  before  and 
after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Hodgdon;  heard  Major  Ferguson  complain  of  the 
quartermaster  about  the  trouble  he  gave  him  in  his  department.  The  com- 
plaints of  the  officers  were  want  of  forage,  small ncss  of  tent«,  badness  of 
pack-saddles,  and  many  other  articles.  Kemembers  he  heard  Major  Fer- 
guson inveighing  bitterly  against  the  quartermaster's  conduct.     Took  notice 
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furnialied  by  that  dcpartmetit  wore  eo  deficiviit  frum  misBittnageineiitfl 

or  the  tanU  bniiig  very  buil;  the  tInrilM  vtrni  of  Rusiin  sliouting,  *nd  %hmM 
ends  of  tTutus,  ur  i>snabiirg;  Vforu  vory  »m«ll,  iinil  I'oulJ  not,  in  liU  opinimi|A 
kiMip  mil  thu  ruin.  The  dothliig  of  thelevioa  was  miscrnble  indeud; 
dinpnrily  liDtwuoii  lliii  tlotbing  fur  tbn  regukra  and  thnl  Tor  tbc  lo^ien 
latltr  was  not  liulf  so  good  jn  quklltyi  tifnvrd  great  ciimplninta  by  m 
oGiiivrs  of  tbt>  luvies.  The  incrufod  toil  of  Ihu  gcntnil,  htr  uiidcnUNid  fi 
tbe  offiLT^rs,  WHS  on  socoaiU  ul  thu  nbiienoe  of  Ihe  qiiiirLurmaater.  l>id  not  ] 
lluur  Miijur  Ferguson  onmpUIn  particularly  of  tbo  troulila  bo  bud  in  ropalh  i 
ing  HVins,  bul  liL>Hrd  him  iN)niplaiii  Idudly  n'-Hiiist  lliu  ijuartHrmMtur  for  ttu  I 
troiiblu  W  gave  him  in  his  pnrticuUr  dnpiirtinunt;  tiwird  his  camplnlnl^  | 
partiL'iiiitrly  of  tlia  imtlf-saddlw,  »»yiiig  thai  they  were  Urge  onough  fgr-l 
ele[iliiiiits;  did  nut  hour  any  dbaurvatinns  on  the  pnwdi-r  while  at  ?orfc'] 
■Washington,  but  has  board  coinpUints  of  it  from  thu  officaps  r'inoD, 

Ejctract  from  the  Tbstimony  of  Major  Zkiolbh. 
He  urrivRj  nL  Fiirt  Waihington  about  tbo  2Dth  of  Juno,  and  continiiod'  I 
until  l)i>  wiint  on  il:p  o^pediUoQ.    General  St.  CUir  arrived  oi>  lb*  BrM,  aee^^ 
und,  or  third  <>r  }il;iy.    Komembon  well  thn  uncarinuss  miiiong  th«  ofBcera  ' 
un  hearing  of  ilnili^il.m's  uppnintment  of  quartermaster  to  tlio  army,  as  they 
wcrv  wull  BC'jUtiinti'd  n\{\i  him,  and  liicw  him  lobe  totally  unlit  for  ^lioh   ft 
bu'^liK-'s.    TIml  till'  iirr:kngi:nii^]ils  which  ivrrc  taken   by  him   proved  the 

ill-jud^'-il.  ,ind  imT''a-<'d  tlie  di^!:ii~ls  nnd  >'<>nipliiints  in  the  iirmy.  Thnt 
f.-..ii,  (in.  Ion-  .h-Hy  ill  III..  c|iirii-I,.rii,;,-ti-r-s  univ^.l,  Ihry  iviire  in  iL.p.rs  thai, 
wli^.ii  li.'  di.l  ;,rH.-,..  li..  Would  ...nil.  «idl  iiropiiroil.  lint  liint  wlion  he  did 
ciiiK.  Ill-  :ii  r:ii,.4..iii..Til-  >v,Ti.  .■.vtiviiirly  d..fc.-livo.  vvbic-h  inor..a-ed  thii  ™m- 

.iKv,  Inil  did 
L-d  ,if  by  AI'-i- 
iiiid.  iniU'tid, 
lilt  wilb   tliat 
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sy  .>n  thnt 
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iviTC  truly  inf:im..u?.  Hie  <-n<i<  iH.ini;  mad-  ,.t  cro- 
li^  n  5:ri'iit  iii.ndic'V.  indwil  many  hiindre.1  dozens 
v.il.  mill  lb.-  li-o..|>s,  m>t  bi'ina;  liepl  dry,  were  sick 
Iber.'  wtri'  saine  fo*  ■■<mi  taim  which  ivci-o  of  the 
xpi'.litiim.  and  lliat  Ibu  diffureni.-o  between  those 
I   fir  ibi.'  cspi'dili.in  was  cibvions  to  every  pereim. 

.  niikcl.  Thai  llic  [iiiudiT  was  proved  from  hi» 
ifd  it  and  rnaiid  it  exlrcniely  wvnk;  that  it  would 
mil  di-tantv  innipariilivi-ly  with  nennine  piwder. 
lit.  iunl  whi'n  used  wmild  hend  up  like  n  dumpling; 
.'  l,ini(ii-.<  uf  tlio  axes  he  pnrebased  ii  go.id  one  for 
-.',  Tlial  as  to  the  hiiii]iiiul  stiires,  particularly  tho 
imlv  b:id.  When  Uenerat  Wilkinson  arrived,  be 
III". lit  llii'  stale  ol  the  arms  and  of  the  hospital 
tii-uhir  rulurn   fr.nn  tlie  dilferent  officers  who  su- 
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and  neglect,  that  many  things  essential  to  the  movements  of  an 

perintcndcd  each  department;  after  this  none  of  the  bad  wine  was  issued; 
although  there  was  some  good  found,  none  was  issued  to  the  sick.  That 
after  General  St.  Clair  arrived  at  Fort  Washington,  the  shops  were  repaired 
and  some  new  ones  built;  that  those  pieces  particularly  that  had  been  in 
General  Harmar's  expedition,  had  new  wheels  made  and  new  carriages  al- 
together. He  did  not  think  there  was  any  fixed  ammunition  but  what  wa« 
made  up  at  Port  Washington,  as  he  whs  informed  by  Major  Ferguson,  who 
saperintended  the  laboratory ;  that  there  might  have  been  some  small  quan- 
tity brought  in  boxes,  but  how  much  he  knows  not.  That  the  fixing  ammu- 
nition requires  considerable  time  and  knowledge  in  the  business,  and  every 
soldier  is  not  fit  for  it;  that  he  was  told  by  Major  Ferguson  that  boxes  were 
too  open  for  the  transportation  of  fixed  ammuniiion,  and  that  kegs  arc  the 
only  things  proper,  as  they  were  tight  and  waterproof;  that  they  were  made 
at  Fort  Washington;  that  the  boxes,  slings,  etc.,  for  the  balls  and  shells  for 
ordnance,  were  also  made  at  Fort  Washington.  That  he  frequently  noticed 
General  St.  Clair  the  first  up  in  a  morning,  going  from  shop  to  shop  to  in- 
spect the  preparations,  and  that  he  seemed  very  uneasy  at  the  delay  in  dif- 
ferent preparations  that  were  necessary  for  the  campaign.  That  to  his 
knowledge,  the  shells  were  fixed  at  P\>rt  Washington;  also,  wheels  for  the 
carriages  and  the  carriages  themselves,  and  many  other  things  he  can  not 
recollect.  That  raw  hides  were  cut  up  to  make  la.«hing8  and  other  use.*,  as 
also,  ropes  were  made,  about  which  business  a  number  of  hands  were  em- 
ployed. That  he  particularly  remembers  that,  befon.*  the  troops  arrived  at 
Fort  JefTerson,  and  on  the  march,  that  he  was  sent  forward  to  view  the  en- 
camping ground  pitched  on  by  the  quartermaster;  the  ground  had  been 
marked  out  bv  him,  and  it  was  so  executed  that  even  the  soldiers  lausrhed  at 
it;  that  there  was  not  even  a  simple  eminence  that  could  guard  the  army 
occupied,  and  the  greatest  part  was  contained  in  a  valley;  that  it  was  then 
too  late  to  change  the  ground,  and  the  army  remained  there  that  night; 
that,  in  consequen(;e,  the  out  picket  was  strengthened  by  fifteen  men  until 
about  eight  o'clock  next  morning;  that  the  whole  had  orders  to  be  ready  in 
case  of  danger,  an  hour  before  day.  I  think,  frotn  my  own  experience,  I 
never  saw  such  a  degree  of  trouble  thrown  on  the  slioulders  of  any  other 
general  that  I  have  served  wit)),  as  upon  General  St.  Clair,  from  the  absei  ce 
of  the  quartermaster,  and  the  preparations  that  were  necessary  to  be  made 
in  his  department,  in  order  to  be  able  to  take  the  field  in  season;  that,  in 
his  opinion,  it  was  well  for  the  quartermaster  that  he  served  in  a  republican 
government. 

He  conceives  that  the  delay  in  marching  from  Ludlow's  Station  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  difiiculty  in  clearing  the  road,  in  making  bri'lges,  etc.;  one 
day  the  army  marched  but  a  mile  and  a  half;  added  to  this,  there  was  so 
small  a  stock  of  provisions  on  hand  that,  had  the  army  moved  on,  they 
must  have  eaten  their  fingers;  that  the  men  were  frequently  at  half  allow- 
ance, and  the  quartermaster  was  sent  back  to  hurry  it;  that  the  army  was 
obliged  to  wait  frequently  for  provisions,  at  Fort  Jefferson  two  days.  That 
the  general,  in  his  opinion,  always  showed  a  zeal  to  accomplish  the  objects 
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ftrmy  were  eitiier  wholly  made  or  repaired  at  Port  Washington,  aud 
eveu  the  tools  for  the  artilicerv  tn  work  with.  The  <|uartermaBt»r 
particularly  iufurniL'il  the  Conimauiler-tu-Ohitif  tlmt  twn  tfoiuplelo 
Iraveliug  forgea  were  sent  forTi-ard,  and  hjhiii  examiDUtioQ  both  of 
thciu  were  found  tii  be  withnul  itD  luivil ;  many  other  thiiige,  equalljr 
necessary,  were  either  wholly  omitted,  or  unfit  for  llieir  inteuded 
use.  The  Commander-in-Chief  appears  to  have  been  correct  and  at- 
tentive in  all  his  nimmnnicationa  with  the  Secrutary  of  War,  and  to 
bave  discharged  the  various  duties  which  devolved  iipim  him  with 
ability,  activity,  and  zeal. 

The  army  inovtd  from  Ludlow's  Staliou  ou  the  ITth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, aud  arrived  at  the  jilucc,  where  Fort  Hamilton  ia  now 
erected,  ou  the^ — ^day  of  Scptombtr;  they  employed  about  fifteen 
days  building  that  i'ort,'  aud  then  proceeded  in  their  march  to  the 

of  the  eipedition.  That,  in  hit  opinion,  the  works  at  the  different  forts 
coiiid  not  hitvH  been  built  with  greittsr  expedition  thiin  lliny  were  on  Gen- 
BralBl.  CUir'g  niHreh.  Kveti  the  officers  showed  i  pride  in  woriiing  with  tlio 
ftion,  in  order  to  expedite  the  work.  That  Mnjor  Ferguson  frequently  enm- 
plained  of  the  want  of  uliiiost  every  kind  of  intrenching  tools,  paniouUrly 
axes;  anil  frequently  tlivre  whs  only  one  axe  Iti  three  men,  »o  that,  conse- 
quently, twii  must  look  on  «nd  only  work  by  turns. 

'  People  ..flho  present 'hiy  know  little  of  tho  hnrdshipa  attending  the  cut- 
ting of  roiida  thrmsh  n  ht-iivily  limbi-red  enunlry  for  iin  army  to  niiirfh, 
and  the  tubor  ineident  to  the  consiriH-lion  of  a  stockade  fort.  Un  this  ex- 
pedition, n  roiid  twenty  feet  wide,  for  ninety  miles,  was  direeted  to  be  mnde, 
and  tw^.  fort'(  were  const rncted  r-uitnlile  for  suslrtining  ii  scige.  Take  that  of 
Tort  Hiimillon.on  tho  Great  Miiinii,  for  exiioiple:  First,  the  ground  had  to 
hu  elciin'il  wliero  the  fort  was  lo  slimd,  and  two  or  three  hundred  yards 
.round  it.  wliii'b  uns  very  thickly  wuoiled.  and  wa»  n  work  of  time  and  labor. 
The  •jireoit  «{  tlie  fort  wa^  one  thousand  fe<.>t.  through  the  whole  extent  of 
whii-h  a  trench  about  three  feet  deep  was  dug  lo  i^ct  the  plokcta  in,  of  which 
it  reqnircd  two  thousand,  carefully  selected  and  of  iiniform  size,  to  inclose 
it.  When  formed,  the  trees  had  to  be  felled,  cleared  of  their  branches,  and 
cut  into  lengths  of  about  twenty  feel.  Tbny  wore  then  carried  lo  the  ground 
andbuttuii,  that  they  might  be  placed  Grni  and  upright  in  the  trench,  with 
tho  ase  or  crosa.saw;  some  hewing  upon  them  was  also  necessary,  for  there 
are  few  trues  so  straight  that  the  sides  will  come  in  contact  when  set  upright. 
A  Ibin  piece  of  timber,  called  a  riband,  ia  run  around  tho  whole  near  the 
top  of  the  pickels,  lo  which  every  one  ia  pinned  with  a  strong  pin,  without 
which  they  would  dci'Iine  from  the  pcrpondieulur  with  every  blnft  of  wind, 
gome  hanging  outwards  and  some  inwards,  which  would  render  thoni.  in  « 
great  measure,  useless.  The  earth  thrown  out  of  the  trench  is  then  returned 
nnd  strongly  rammed  to  keep  the  pii-kets  firmly  in  their  plaeea.  and  k  shal. 
loiver  trench  ia  dug  outside,  about  three  feet  distant,  lo  curry  off  the  water  and 
prevent  their  being  moved  by  the  rains;  alxmt  two  thousand  pickets  are  act 
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place  where  Fort  Jefferson  is  now  erected,  forty-four  miles  in  advance 
of  Fort  Hamilton,  where  they  arrived  on  the  12th  of  October,  and 
commenced  their  march  from  that  place  on  the  24th  of  the  same 
month.  That  the  army,  at  this  time,  consisted  of  seventeen  hun- 
dred non-commissroned  officers  and  privates  fit  for  duty;  at  this 
time  the  army  had  not  more  than  three  days*  supply  of  flour,  and 
were  sometimes  at  one-fourth  and  sometimes  at  one-half  allowance 
of  that  article,  the  deficiencies  of  which  allowance  were  made  up 
by  increasing  the  quantity  of  beef,  with  which  they  were  plentifully 
supplied.  The  army  was  delayed  five  or  six  days  in  their  march 
from  Fort  Jefferson  for  the  want  of  provisions,  and  the  season  was 
so  far  advanced  that  sufficient  green  forage  for  the  horses  could  not 
be  procured,  from  which  circumstance  many  of  the  horses  were 
totally  lost,  and  others  rendered  unfit  for  service. 

The  orders  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  were  express  and  unequivo- 
cal to  proceed  with  the  expedition  ;  so  much  so  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  to  preclude  the  Commander-in-Chief  from  exer- 
cising any  discretion  relative  to  the  object/ 

up  in  tho  inside,  ono  between  every  two  of  the  others;  Uie  work  is  then  in- 
closed. Bastions  wore  (•onstriK.'te<l  to  cover  the  points  of  npproiicli ;  plat- 
forms and  gates  were  f<»rmed  out  of  [)laMk  sawed  by  hand  from  the  tree.-*; 
barracks  were  built  for  one  hundred  men,  and  for  officers;  a  guard-room, 
and  store-houses  for  provisions.  All  of  this  was  accomplished  in  less  than 
fourteen  days. 

^  Was  it  optional  for  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  postpone  tho  movement 
into  the  Indian  country?  While  the  Secretary  of  War  was  kept  advised  of  tho 
delays  incident  to  the  enlistment  of  the  trooj)*,  and  while  he  was  in  no  wise 
concerned  at  the  detention  of  the  quartermaster  in  the  Kast.  he  was  dec.aring 
that  the  President  was  very  anxious  that  the  expedition  should  go  forward. 
To  fully  understand  this  strange  C(.>nfusi<>n,  Ustthe  correspondence  of  August 
and  September,  as  reviewed  by  General  St.  Clair,  be  examined: 

August  4th. — It  was  expected  that  by  tl.e  time  I  received  that  letter,  I 
should  receive  my  whole  force;  but,  except  the  troops  from  the  distant  gar- 
risons, and  Major  Gaither's  detachment,  no  part  of  it  was  arrived;  powder 
and  lead  that  were  required  were  to  be  forwarded  by  the  quarteru)aster;  shot 
and  shells  for  the  posts  had  been  ordered,  but  they  can  not  arrive  in  time. 
Mr.  nodgdoii  hnd  ilepemkd  on  n  fnrnnce  near  Pitf.shitrffh,  ami,  on  the  1'^ih  of 
July,  he  write.%  ''ihnf  theii  ran  n.)t  be  had;  "  takes  notice  of  the  conditional 
agreement  I  had  directed  the  contract"r's  agents  to  enter  into  in  Kentucky, 
and  promises  that  tho  contractors  shall  have  directions  respecting  it.^     The 

(I)  In  extenuation  of  the  delay  of  the  (nuirtennji^ter  so  \ox\^  in  the  Kast,  and  tho 
purchase  of  many  thiiiRS  there  t<»  be  transporte<l  to  the  fur  West,  when  they  could 
have  been  obtained  at  l*ittsbiirph,  the  Secretary  ni  War  remarked  that  Mr.  Hodgdon 
had  to  make  not  only  all  the  arrangements  in  his  own  department,  but  in  the  ord- 
nance department  also,  he  having  been  for  many  years  commissary  of  ordnance  and 
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Od  ihe  Slst  October,  about  aisty  of  the  Kcntacky  militia  dfe 

Profidenl  si 


militia  dfe^^^J 
the  e«rlie»(  |^^H 


^  that  the  operationii  sliiiuld 


August  nth. — The  Pretident  exreodingl;  Rniiotis  llinl  (he  troops  on  the 
upper  pnrt  or  the  (Jhio  Bboutd  bu  maeniblud  nt  Knrl  Washington  at  u  early 
a  pnrmd  iii  piM^tiblE-,  But  why  wHtu  t>i  ine  nliuut  aiiiMnblmg  tbcml  Tliey 
wiiri'  ilis{>iir3i!il  mi  i.he  Croalien  <>(  Virginia  and  Ponnsylvanlu,  and  not  within 
liiy  ii-n.h.  Kvi'iv  IfttKf  I  received  from  thu  Swri'tary  iiicren»ed  the  hcpB 
<'f  ri'i'i'iviri:^  rlii'iii,  iiiiil  served  to  keep  me  urotchui  upun  Ihe  teuter-hook* 
of  .;S)).'rtiilii>Ei  Iriini  diiy  to  day. 

Ain,',i,-l  IKtIi,— rtK'  PreeidonfB  ansietj-  for  tha  comninncoment  ot  U» 
oiini|iiiii5ii  i^  Mgiiin  <-\pressMl  in  very  «tri>ng  tenni:  "Iti»  not  easy  to  e*^ 
pre^,  hh  uiixk-iy  Unit  the  CHmpaign  thnald  he  successful;  ho  Is  pereiiaded 
you  will  bniuu  to  ei^rtion  every  nerve  under  your  t-oniniaiid."  How  fat 
thi<  wHi  (i'liiD,  may  be«t  be  Judged  of  from  thn  prffpuratinus  I  had  made  at 
tha  Iline  that  lettizT  was  reeeived;  fruni  the  vstablishtnent  uf  two  tit>ne)der- 
ablo  forts,  a»tf  /hr  cutting  a  roaa/or  artillery  and  tro^  to  mwt  fn  mare/tiHg 
ordrr  for  niiirlif  mlUH. 

August  26th. — The  troops  still  at  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Prftident  lamentfng  1 
their  ik'lention  ajtceedingly.    Thd  Secretary  «iiy»:     "Tho  liighest  exertion* 
will  of  course  be   necrasury,  and  the  President  depends   upon  their  being 
made."     1  tliinU  I   inuy  veiit'ire  ti>   suy  he  tvus  nut  di;u|ipuiiited  in   that 
respect. 

September  Ut,  conliiins  na  espross  and  positive  orders  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  eiimpui!;"  uj  ever  ihtc  given:  "Thu  President  enjoins  jou,  by  every 
principle  lliiit  is  ^hituJ,  in  ^tiiniihilo  your  exertions  in  the  highest  degree, 
and  to  mi)ve  iis  rnjiidly  a,  ilii'  luit'iie-^  ot  the  seasrm,  and  tlie  HHturo  of  the 
ease  will  p^issihly  iiduiit."     It  will  he  judged  whether,  after  this,  the  Com- 

iniliniry  sti>ri'-<;  itnil  Ihnl  it  '>ii=ht  to  he  rcmembi'reU  Ihiil  I'liiluilulpliLa  was  a  roni- 
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iiyidereil.  ■ 
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II  (Ills 


IS  thry 


le  [irnlsc.  But  there  arc  other 
tijinlvii  by  the  Becretarj-  before 
i'ip:Ll]y  by  troops  raised  Cor  six 
for  iliein:  ami  il  he  had  not, 
,vtuTe«iever  (hey  were  nanleil 
ir  onlniinee  and  inllltar]:  slnrc 
transported  likGn-ise.  1(  It  baii 
failure  In  any  one  ot  tiicin.  il 
:,fiiti.m.  Whether  It  WHO  made 
•4  I.,  dciuirt  in  onlcr  to  assume 

irai.  nmoulil  bu  hi  readiness 
niih  that  flxed  tor  assemblinx 
dan  of  the  eampalgn,  1  ghuuld 
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serted  in  a  body,  and  the  First  regiment,  consisting  of  about  three 
hundred  effective  men,  was  detached,  with  a  view  to  cover  a  convoy 
of  provisions  which  was  expected,  and  which,  it  was  supposed,  was 
in  danger  from  the  deserted  militia,  and  to  prevent  further  deser- 
tions. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  afkcr  detaching  the  First  regiment,  the 
array  consisted  of  about  iburtcen  hundred  effective  men,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th,  about  half  an  hour  before  sunrise,  a  general 
attack  was  commenced,  and,  in  a  few  minutes  thereafter,  nearly  the 
whole  army  was  surrounded  by  the  enemy ;  the  action  continued 
about  four  hours,  during  which  several  charges  were  made  by  a  part 
of  the  army,  which  caused  the  enemy  to  give  way,  but  produced  no 
good  effect ;  the  attack  was  unexpected,  the  troops  having  been  just 
dismissed  from  the  morning  parade ;  it  commenced  upon  the  militia, 
who  were  in  advance  of  the  main  array,  and  who  fled  through  the 
raain  army  without  firing  a  gun ;  ^  this  circurastance  threw  the 
troops  into  some  disorder,  which,  it  appears,  they  never  completely 
recovered  during  the  action ;  the  fire  of  the  army  was  constant, 
but  not  well  directed,  and  it  ap[>ears  that  a  part  of  the  troops  be- 
haved as  well  as  could  be  expected,  from  their  state  of  discipline 
and  the  manner  and  suddenness  of  the  attack ;  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  appears  to  have  been  cool  and  deliberate  in  the  whole  action, 
and  the  oflicers  in  general  active  and  intrepid ;  the  whole  order  of 
march,  as  far  as  the  committee  are  capable  of  expressing  an  opin- 
ion, appears  to  have  been  judicious,  and  the  ground  for  action  well 
chosen  ;  the  retreat  was  disorderly  in  the  extreme ;  after  it  was  com- 
menced, no  orders  were  obeyed,  if  any  were  given,  the  men  having 
lost  all  regard  to  discipline  or  control ;  all  the  precaution  seems  to 
have  l)een  taken  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  wounded  which 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  would  admit  of. 

The  contractors  for  supplies,  agreeably  to  the  term  of  their  con- 
tract, were  to  furnish  horses,  etc.,  for  the  transfer  tat  ion  of  the  sup- 
plies; in  this  condition  of  the  contnict  there  was  a  total  failure, 
which  compelled  the  Commander-in-Ciiief  to  direct  between  six  and 
seven  hundred  to  be  purchased  by  Israel  Ludlow,  one  of  the  con- 
tractor's agents,  to  draw  bills  on  Mr.  Duer,  the  acting  contractor, 
for  payment,  which  bills  were  indorsed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
to  the  amount  of  about  seventeen  thousand  dollars,  were  protested 

niander-in-Chief  had  an  option;  and  whether,  if  he  had  taken  it  upon  him- 
self to  lay  aside  the  operations,  tliere  \v<)ul<l  ni)t  have  been  an  inquiry  of 
very  different  complexion  from  that  that  was  had. 
'  The  advanced  guard  fired  a  few  shots. 
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by  tUe  coDlractor,  aad  paid  at  the  treasury ;  ths  perwjus  etnployed  1 
by  the  a^rtU  itf  the  contractcir  to  drive  ihe  hontra,  appear  lo  havS' | 
been  tnlally  ttiiacr]Uiuiit«J  with  that  bii^iiK'sa,  aud,  fniiu  the  want  J 
of  bells,  hopples,  and  other  necei'Kuriea  «f  that  kind,  u»  well  ns  fn 
other  ^(i9s  niisniuuageinetit,  many  of  the  horsus  wurc  l(>st,  lud  ut 
ers  rendered  unlit  for  service ;  from  which  causes  there  wore  n 
pack-horses  sufficieut  to  transport  the  necessary  cjtuiDtity  of  flo 
from  Fort  AVashingtwn  for  the  use  of  the  army  on  their  march;  thn  I 
circunialani'o  retarded  the  eiecution  of  the  expedition. 

The  offieen',  agreeably  to  the  terras  of  etnitraet,  had  an  elcotioa 
of  drawii]^  the  itliole  of  the  raliniis  Ui  which  their  rank  t*iit!tlMl 
them,  or  of  receiving  the  Ofintmct  price  in  t«Jih ;    the  contrac tor's ■  i 
agents,  not  being  furnished  witU  money  fiir  this  purpose,  gave  risei  1 
to  a  gcncml  order,  by  which  tile  officer  was  directed  to  receive  from 
the  contractor's  agent,  a  certificate  eelled  a  due  bill,  of  oneof  whiofa  ' 
the  following  is  a  copy : 

"Due  Major  H.  Qmther,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  com- 
plete rations,  on  the  route  to  Miami  village,  as  appears  by  Mr.  Wil- 
si.iq's  certificate.  RoHiiRT  Eviisuyf,  lor  Mr.  Dukr. 

"  Fort  WaMngtnn,  Xomitber  Ulli,  IT.n." 

This  due  hill,  issued  it[K)n  the  officer's  signing  some  satisfaction 

sctllomciil  to  ilie  coiilraclor  with  the  in;i-urv  department,  and  the 
offi.vris  rclusnl  paym.-ut  lor  these  due-l)il]s  ui  the  pay-.ffice  ;  nil 
eusLialti.s  by  wJiifhlh.Kc.vid.'iHrs  of  drill  k'coiiic  lost  or  destroyed, 
arc  Iho  giiiti  .if  the  coiiti-aci<.r.  and  the  loss  of  the  ofKccr. 

It  is  sUL'L'istcd  liv  l!ie  Secretiiry  of  the  Treasury,  (hough  not  with ' 
poj^itive  .■ertaidty,  "that  a  suffieiet'it  sum  will  be  found  due  from  tlie 
treasury  to  the  contriii'lor,  upon  a  liuiil  seltleiueut,  to  cover  all  these 
debts  til  tlie  offieers  ;  the  geiiei-iil  order  wliicli  liii.l  the  o|icriUion  be- 
fore stated  eontimiei!  in  force  about  fivi'  or  sl\  weeks,  and  was  abol- 
isheti  iibmit  the  llllli  Oet-.her.  The  |.rivates  of  the  levies  receivc.l 
but  three  dollars  [my  each,  from  the  liine  of  their  etdistments  to  the 
time  of  tlieir  res|>eetive  discharges,  and  were  actually  discharged 
wilhout  |iay  or  selllenieut;  notes  of  discharge  were  given  thetn, 
s]H'cifyi(ig  the  tiuu-  of  iheir  service,  and  iK'ariiig  imhirsutions  that 
Bimie  ndviuieeiiH'iits  had  ln'cn  made  to  Ihein  on  account,  without 
stating  the  amount,  the  ohjeet  of  which  is  suggested  to  have  been 
to  prevent  transfers  ;  tln>  iiiieiided  etIW't  was  not  produced  by  the 
measure;  llie  notes  were  sold  for  tritlinL'  considerations;  the  real 
sums  due  on  (he  notes  were  various,  from  ten  to  twenty-five  dollars, 
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and  they  were  often  sold  for  one  dollar,  or  for  one  gallon  of  whisky ; 
the  moneys  for  the  pay  of  the  levies  .did  not  leave  Philadelphia  till 
the  4th  of  December,  nor  arrive  at  Fort  Washington  till  the  3d  of 
January,  1792,  some  time  after  the  last  enlisted  levies  were  known 
to  be  entitled  to  their  discharges ;  ^  two  reasons  have  been  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  this  delay  of  payment — the  one,  because 
there  was  no  regular  paymaster  to  the  army,  and  the  difficulties  of 
transmitting  moneys  to  the  army  at  so  great  a  distance,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  want  of  such  an  officer ;  and  the  other,  because  it 
was  supposed  that  the  army  would  be  at  the  Miami  village,  so  far 
advanced  in  the  wilderness  as  not  to  admit  of  the  practicability  of 
discharging  the  levies,'  the  total  defeat  of  the  army  not  having  been 
counted  upon.         « 

The  clothing  of  the  levies  appears  to  have  been  of  very  inferior 
quality,  particularly  coats,  hats,  and  shoes,  the  last  of  which,  in 
many  cases,  lasted  not  more  than  four  days,  and  better  clothing  fur- 


*Tho  money  to  pay  the  levies  did  not  Ifave  Philadolphin  till  about  one 
month  after  the  time  of  service  of  the  whole  of  thoni  was  expired,  and 
nearly  another  month  elapsed  before  it  reached  Fort  Washington. 

*The  enlisting  the  men  of  the  levies  into  the  iftanding  regiments  was  di- 
rected expreshly  by  the  Secretary  of  War — a  measure  that  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  all  the  jealou^y  that  Bubsisted  between  the  officers  of  those  corps, 
and  created  so  much  uneasiness  it  was  forbidden  bv  St.  Clair. 

In  the  examinati(»n,  it  was  claimed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  a  part 
of  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  quartern)a'<ter  wa*  available  for  the  J)ay- 
ment  of  the  levies  upon  the  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  therefore 
there  was  no  just  groUFul  for  censure  on  that  score. 

**The  Commander-in-Chief  suggests  that  there  was  no  paymaster  to  the 
army,  nor  any  person  authorized  to  settle  th(i  accounts  of  the  soldiers,  and 
ascertain  the  real  balances  due  to  them  until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Swan,  on 
the  3d  day  of  January,  1792,  and  infers  that  he  had  no  authority  to  direct  a 
settlement  and  order  pay  to  the  soldiers  until  lie  was  infonnt'd  of  the  arrange- 
ments made  at  the  war  otiice  relatively  to  that  olject.  This  suggestion  is 
stronclv  corroborated  bv  a  letter  of  the  8e<M"«'tarv  of  War,  addressed  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  forwarded  by  Mr.  Swan,  which  designates  Mr. 
Swan  as  paymaster,  and  contains  instructions  relative  to  the  terms  of  set- 
tling the  accounts  of  tlie  soldiery.  The  same  letter  serves  to  show  that  the 
twenty  thousand  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  ten  cent*,  put  into  the  possession 
of  the  quartermaster-general,  were  not  conclusively  destined  for  the  pay  of 
the  levies,  nor  so  considered  by  the  Secretary  r>f  War;  because  it  is  asserted 
in  that  letter  that  Mr.  Swan  is  furnished  witli  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  for 
the  pay  of  the  levie*,  without  making  any  deduction  in  consequence  of  the 
moneys  furnished  the  quartermaster-general." — Supplemental  Report  of  Com' 
miiiee. 
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nishL<(l  them  upon  their  enlisting  into  llic  mgiilar  wervieo,  W 
for  11  time,  cftunlenanced  by  ihu  CHJOimtuidw-in-Oliicf. 

Vurious  modes  appear  to  h(iv«  Itoeti  purau«d  by  the  nf&ivT*  lu  « 
listitig  thi'  kvii'^,  which  oct-Aitioucd  grait  uucjisint%«  nnd  eiinic  c 
fii^iuu  ;  !i  c<>uNi<l(.-rable  part  of  tlie  Virginia  battaliuti  wiw  to  enlist 
that  the  h>rnit^  of  their  uiiilstmeut  uppears-to  have  c>!Cpired  the  f 
of  Novcnilwr ;    the  onlcr»  to  thit  recruiting  officers  apjicar  not  I 
have  Ijocn  siifBcieutly  Mplidt  nptm  this  jKiiiit;   whctLer  the  t 
of  tijlistmont  were  to  comiQeDCC  nt  the  timt^  of  Gnli^tini-nt,  or  Kt  ti 
arrival  al  the  pkee  of  rendezvous.   Tlic  niilltitt  up]H.'»r  tn  hnvi 
cimpmcd  rhiclly  of  Eubstitut»,  and  tiitutly  iin^ivcniiihlv,  nnd  1 
gnrdh'tis  of  militury  duty  or  etilwrdiuatioD.     Itappottrs  lliattlieC 
nmtiiliT-iii-C'hicf  had  it  in  contemplation  to  commence  the  ncpcditioB 
lit  li'ji-i  «w  riiniiili  earlier  lliaii  it  was  commenced,  with  the  force  he 
ihm  IlikI.  wliii'h  nas  not  verv  different  IVora  the  real  force  in  the 
iii'tloii.  iiiJt  Hus  [ircTcntcil  for  thu  wiiiit  of  tlic  qiiartenumtter  and 
[''iiJtriK-dii'.  :iuti  in  ('onRei|Uence  of  the  extreme  defidt?ucies  and  de- 
riiiifii'iiAi'iils  (if  llio  buaiuesa  of  those  departments;  the  person  sent 
fiirwanl  hy  tlie   qiiartermo-stcr  Wnp    ttitiilly    iucomijcleut  for  the 
busiuess,  :ind  the  agents  nut  iH'in^'  snHiciently  supplied  with  money 
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lowing  as  the  princi{)al  causes,  in  their  opinion,  of  the  failure  of  the 
late  expedition  under  Major-General  St.  Clair : 

The  delay  in  furnishing  the  materials  and  estimates  for,  and  in 
passing  the  act  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  the  time  after  the 
passing  of  which  was  hardly  sufficient  to  complete  and  discipline  an 
army  for  such  an  expedition,  during  the  summer  months  of  the 
same  year. 

The  delays  consequent  upon  the  gross  and  various  mismanage- 
ments and  neglects  in  the  quartermaster's  and  contractor's  depart- 
ments: the  lateness  of  the  season  at  which  the  expedition  was 
undertaken,  the  green  forage  having  been  previously  destroyed  by 
the  frost,  so  that  a  sufficiency  of  subsistence  for  the  horses  necessary 
for  the  army  could  not  be  procured. 

The  want  of  discipline  and  experience  in  the  troops. 

The  committee  conceive  it  but  justice  to  the  commander-in-chief, 
to  say  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  failure  of  the  late  expedition  can, 
in  no  resix?ct,  be  imputed  to  his  conduct,  cither  at  any  time  l>ofore 
or  during  the  action ;  but  tluit,  as  his  conduct,  in  all  tlie  prepara- 
tory arrangements,  was  marked  with  jwculiar  ability  and  zoal,  so 
his  conduct,  during  the  action,  furuLshed  strong  testimonies  of  his 
coolness  and  intrepidity.^ 

'The  report  of  tho  committee  was  carried  over  by  the  adjounnncnt  to  tlio 
next  session.  On  the  14th  Xovetnber,  1792,  the  Speaker  laid  before  tho 
House  communications  from  tlio  Secretary  of  War  and  Quartermaster 
HtKlgdon,  asking  to  be  heard  before  the  House  in  further  explanation.  An 
attempt  was  n»ade  by  their  partisans  to  bring  tho  inquiry  directly  before  the 
House,  but,  after  debate,  it  was  defeated,  and  the  report  and  tho  communi- 
cations of  the  Secretary  and  quartermaster  were  committed  to  ii  committee 
consisting  of  Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Clarke,  and  Mr. 
Findley.  A  notification  was  sent  to  General  St.  Clair,  tlien  at  a  consider- 
able distance,  to  attend,  and  upon  his  arrival,  tho  committee  would  have  pro- 
ceeded lo  the  examination,  but  tho  Secretary  of  War,  although  ho  had  re- 
quested to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House  mr)ro  thaii  a  month  prior  to  that 
time,  and  when,  it  must  be  supposed,  he  was  fully  prepared,  was  not  rca<ly; 
nor  was  it  until  very  near  the  end  of  the  session  again,  though  repeatedly 
called  upon  by  tho  committee,  that  his  communications  in  writing,  and  thoso 
of  the  quartermaster  were  given  in,  and  new  d()cument3  and  witne.-ses  ad- 
duced. In  consequence,  only  three  days  were  allowed  General  St.  Clair  to 
review  the  bulky  documents  of  tho  Secretary  and  quartermast(;r — a  ta^rk 
which  ho  accomplished  in  a  very  thorough  and  masterly  manner.  His  "ob- 
servations" on  the  statements  of  the  Secretary  and  quartermaster  fill  sev- 
enty-one printed  pages,  and  are,  in  all  respects,  a  complete  exposure  of  the 
sophistry  of  tho  accused  officers  by  which  they  soui^ht  to  exculpate  them- 
selves from  the  charge  of  neglect  in  the  campaign  of  1791 — a  neglect  that 
wa9,  in  a  moral  sense,  criminal.    Tho  committee,  after  having  exhausted  all 
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SFX'KPrrAKV  SaboeNT  Tf>  JtlDOK  SYMJtBS. 

Ci.wissATi,  Mat/  lOOt,  1792."  _ 
—I  have  ri^oeived  information  tliis  tiny  tliat  a  con^derable 


EourcEgijf  iiirortimliim,  brouj^ht  in  a  supplomunUt  Top(>rt,uU(iuiiHiiiinoi]ii,  re- 
affirming thu  ongiiiul  rcpoTl  in  all  esiiiiittiil  {HiiriU.  Svmv  In'linii'nl  mbtuko 
uonniiJUKil  in  till.'  fir«t  wero  uurnx'tvtl,  bul  tba  main  fnuU  wuro  rfwIHriiKKl  iind 
empbaiixc-d.  In  tlia  entrAt-U  wliloh  I  have  given,  nutiuu  in  tnkon  of  the  mr- 
rertiun*,  sn  thnl  lliey  itaiid  M  the  Snni  reporl  of  tli*  eomniiltae. 

This  ufluir  creulMl  grMI  political  cuinmotfun  nl  the  tini«,  and  1(h1  to  sni- 
moted  debatea  niid  much  nawipipernnd  pumphlst  writing  of  mi  nrit^nt  p»r- 
tijnn  cnet.  Mr.  Julin  C.  Bimlltnn,  in  hit  ''Thi  Ki-publio,"  ha*  c)«vol«J 
nlnvi-1  H  vo'iiiiK'  ti>  n  coiisidernlion  uf  tho  Cungrpjitiniial  action,  and  «  de- 
f'lri-'  <  I  I  -  <!  -11  '.iiM<«d  fnllier.  There  wmilil  K«vni  to  bo  nu  nMiun  fur  Ibit 
>'iV  1  report  cf  tliu  i-ommilti-'o  not  only  arnida  any  r«n>ura 

I  I    \  <  '   I :    .  I  ii'iii,  but  bonrE  fttlmony  lii  lii*  ruittifulnoM  to  tbo  pub- 

!»■  ii.i.  I.-I-.  ,11  -.  i.iiii"  the  Trtuiurf  IX'pnrtmiint  vat  codMrnnd.  But  tha 
(iiitiinr  iif  '-Till'  l{i>]iiib1io"  iciiBginoa  a  prtlitieal  Bobeme  ■itvenui  to  tba  puny 
riC  AIi'<iii'iili'r  Iliiiiiiltnn  in  the  appoinlmt^nt  ttt  thx  ooEnmittHtt  Hud  tho  n^ 
fii-iil  111  liLiir  Ihu  Swi-ftury  of  Wnr  and  (JiiHrlerniustPr  Hodgd'in  ejpn  rorr, 
mid  fzitcml  tbo  Ijals  tii  (■spi>?0  it  ntid  dufend  tlia  Storetary  of  tho  Treasury, 
whi'ii  no  diTi/uso  was  roqiiirvd.  In  duing  thia,  liu  dii^ttirts  nnd  in  I  ero  presents 
till'  l'ii>'t~,  iiiid  tvbibils  u  inuligniiiii'V  of  piirli^nnship  oxcof-ding  tliut  he  laya 
t<.  till'  <l.i.'r  .>f  Hut  NUijarily  i.f  t!i«  llmi-,.  ..f  l{cim'Suiili.livi..s.     Tbt  dtl.iy  in 
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body  of  armed  men  have  entered  this  Territory  by  the  way  of  your 
settlement,  for  the  purpose  of  offensive  war  against  the  savages — a 
measure  extremely  cruel,  as  it  may  affect  our  messengers  among 
them,  and  in  a  supreme  degree  criminal  to  the  present  pacific  in- 
tentions and  pursuits  of  the  United  States. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  no  countenance  or  comfort  has  been  afforded  to 
this  party  by  any  of  the  good  people  of  the  Territory;  but  upon 
this  subject,  I  beg  you  to  cause  an  immediate  ample  investigation, 
and  transmit  me  information  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  as  also  an 
account  of  the  principal  characters  in  the  expedition,  the  motives 
upon  which  it  has  been  undertaken,  all  the  objects  of  it,  and  whether 
it  appears  to  have  been  authorized  or  not  by  any  persons  of  distinc- 
tion in  Kentucky,  as  far  as  shall  come  to  your  knowledge  by  most 
accurate  inquiry.  For  all  those  circumstances  it  is  my  duty  to  lay 
before  the  sovereign  authority  of  America  as  immediately  as  possi- 
ble. I  have  not  myself  received  any  instructions  to  prevent  offensive 
war  against  the  Indians,  but  the  commandant  of  the  regular  troops 
has,  which  being  communicated  by  him  to  me,  produced  the  orders 
of  the  7th  ult.  to  the  militia,  for  I  conceived  it  mine,  and  the  duty 
of  every  public  servant,  to  yield  implicit  acquiescence  in,  and  to 
endeavor  to  promote  the  intentions  of  government. 

fectly  overwhelming.  Not  only  was  there  neglect  in  supplying  and  prop- 
erly equipping  the  army  promised,  but  the  movement  forward  into  the  Indian 
country  after  the  forage  had  been  cut  off,  and  the  failure  of  the  contractors 
to  supply  necessaries  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops,  was  made  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  infatuation  which  led 
General  Knox  to  confide  in  Mr.  Hodgdon  is  unaccountable  on  the  grounds 
of  experience  and  prudence.  But  his  responsibility  for  him  is  unquestion- 
able.    Head  the  following  paragraphs  from  his  letters: 

General  Knox  to  General  Butler,  Juno  21>d:  •*!  am  satisfied  that  Mr. 
Hodgdon  will  answer  the  public  expectation  as  quartermasti^r,  and  that  by 
bis  actual  supplies,  credit,  and  resources,  there  will  not  be  a  deficiency  of  any 
sort  or  kind/ 

July  7th,  General  Knox  to  General  Butler  :  *'  I  am  highly  satisfied  that 
Mr.  Hodgdon  meets  your  approbation.  I  am  persuaded,  from  long  experi- 
ence of  him,  that  he  will  amply  fulfill  the  expectations  formed  of  him." 

October  80th,  Quartermaster  Ilodgdon  to  General  St.  Clair:  "I  have  to 
inolose  you  further  correspondence  relative  to  the  supply  of  provisions,  by 
which  I  trust  you  will  conclude  with  mo  that  the  prospect  is  favorable  that 
I  shall  succeed  in  supplying  tlie  army  as  1  proposed,  viz  :  to  have  eight  days' 
rations  beforehand." 

And  yet  Quartermaster  Hodgdon  failed  in  every  respect.  He  deserved 
to  bo  court-martialed,  tried,  condemned,  and  executed.  Yel,  after  a  full  ex- 
po-ition  of  his  criminal  neglect,  he  was  continued  at  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment for  years. 
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I  wish,  bIt,  yoii  had  giveu  me  Dotice  of  tUis  inovemenl.'auQ  __ 
Beason  to  have  prevented  it,  uoA  of  all  siroilftr  ilfsigna  which  you 
may  ]k  muile  uequaiuted  with,  I  beg  Ui  be  iiifk*riDed  ua  soon  as 
possible.  H 


Statement  by  Joidj  Stkotiiek.  ■ 

ftfr.  John  Strother  says  that  being  in  the  witlementa,  near  the 
Cherokee  Natii.io,  be  was  informed  by  Barthobmew  McGea,  Bamuiil 
Henry,  ami  a  Mr.  Evans,  that  from  the  aceoiints  of  the  Cherokees, 
wiine  of  tlu'ia  were  in  the  action  on  the  4th  day  of  November. 
1 701 ;  partieularly  one  of  them  said  he  had  two  brothers  iu  it ;  that 
tlipy  staled  the  number  killed  of  our  army  at  672;  that  some  of  tlie 
Nurtliorn  Indians  came  dtret-'fly  to  the  Cherokee  towns  from  the 
batlle,  mid  hsul  informed  them  that  more  Indiana  had  lieen  killed 
than  whites,  but  that  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  they  were  bo 
much  more  numerous ;  that  of  some  of  the  nations  from  tbo  lakM, 
out  of  a  party  of  seventy,  led  by  one  of  their  kinga,  the  king  and 
thirty  were  killed ;  that  in  the  course  of  the  last  summer,  while  ho 
was  in  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  three  hundred  Creeks  had  passed  the 
Tennessee  Elver  wilh  ibe  design  to  break  up  the  settlements  at  the 
Mus.^'cl  Shoaff,  and  finding'  ikiIkhIv  there,  had  proceeded  northerly, 
and  Hcrc  siipixwed  U>  liuve  joined  llie  Northern  Indians- 


Itri-fs  I'l'TNAM  Ti)  (Iexeral  Knox. 

FtUiT  W.vsiErxoTON,  Jtdij  8,  17^2. 

Sir:— Mv  hitter  1..  von  of  ilic  Aih  iustiitit  I  gave  into  tlic  haudi' 
of  Mr.  Vigiv  at  this  j.lare,  wh..  lias  finm'.  dnwn  t.>  ihc  Rapids  wilh 
an  intent  to  proceed  iuituediately  (o  I'ldhidelpliia  by  the  way  of 
I^'xington. 

The  more  I  reflect  on  llie  subject  the  im^rc  I  jioi  convinced  it  will 
be  \k!'1  to  pnjceecl  with  tlic  Indians  on  llio  Wabash,  and  others  in 
lliat  iinurlei',  in  llie  niiinmr  I  hnvc  recomuiunded  in  my  letter  nbove 
referred  to,  and  as  hir  iis  imssiblo  ilelaeii  them  friiui  the  euuneils  and 
influence  id'  other  Indians,  Hut  I  tliiuk  it  will  not  be  neccsj^ry, 
and  ]M'rha]is  not  proper  tn  stipulate  an  annual  allowance  of  gooils  to 
be  dclivcrri!  ti.  Ilum  uiili!  a  piircliase  of  land  be  made,  which  I  con- 
ceive oiiLdit  imt  to  be  d<ine  (uidcss  the  iinipositiimof  selling  bo  made 
byti.euis  uniil  llic  <v>iilist  with  the  Pliawaneso  and  other  hr-stile 
natiuus  i^  dftcniiiucd.     For  this  is  the  argument  made  use  of  bv 
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our  enemies,  and  the  only  one  that  prevailed  with  the  Chippewas 
and  many  other  tribes  to  join  in  the  war,  and  which  is  continually 
urged  oa  the  Western  Indians  as  a  motive  to  join  the  confederacy, 
viz;  '' The  Americans  are  after  your  lands,  and  mean  to  take  them 
from  you  and  drive  you  out  of  the  country." 

I  am  informed  from  good  authority  that  when  the  Delawares, 
Wyandots,  and  Shawanese  first  invited  the  Chippewas  and  other 
tribes  to  join  in  the  war,  they  answered :  "  For  why  should  we  go 
to  war?  We  liave  no  quarrel  with  the  Americans.  When  our  father 
(meaning  the  King  of  Great  Britain),  was  at  war,  and  called  on  us 
to  join  him  against  a  set  of  rebellious  children,  we  did  so,  but  our 
father  has  now  made  peace  with  those  children,  and  there  is  now  no 
reason  why  we  should  go  to  war  against  them;  it  will  be  enough  for 
us  to  go  against  the  Americans  when  our  father  calls  on  us  again ; 
but  you,"  continued  the  Chippewas,  "are  always  quarreling  with 
your  neighbors ;  it  would  be  better  for  you  to  be  at  peace." 

To  this  the  Delawares,  etc.,  replied:  "That  the  Thirteen  Fires 
were  endeavoring  to  take  their  lands  from  them,  that  they  chal- 
lenged tlic  whole  country  as  their  own,  that  the  Thirteen  Fires  had 
marked  out  to  them  a  small  tract  for  hunting  ground,  on  which  they 
could  not  live."  **  AVell,"  say  the  Chippewas,  **  what  is  that  to  us ; 
the  Americans  have  done  us  no  harm,  an<l  why  should  we  fight  for 
your  lands?  You  may  fight  for  yourselves  for  them  and  defend 
your  country.  There  is  reason  that  you  should;  but  we  shall  get 
nothing  by  it,  if  we  join  in  the  war ;  it  is  better  that  we  mind  our 
business  and  live  in  peace."  To  this  the  Delawares  could  find  no 
answer,  until  a  British  emissary  whispered  in  their  ear:  "Tell 
them  that  when  the  Americans  have  conquered  you,  and  got  pos- 
session of  your  lands,  they  will  then  take  theirs  also,  for  that  is  their 
intention,  and  they  never  will  rest  until  they  have  got  the  whole 
country."  "Is  tliat  the  case,"  replied  the  Chipi)ewa8  and  other 
nations;  "then  wc  will  fight,  too;"  and  immediately  aprreed  to  as- 
sist in  defeudiii;^  the  couutrv  airain.st  the  encroachments  of  the 
Americans. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  relating  the  anecdote  (which 
is  a  fact  and  may  be  relied  on),  because  it  shows  the  reason  why  so 
many  nations  are  drawn  iuto  the  war  against  us. 

That  it  must  be  something  more  than  merely  the  influence  of 
British  emissaries,  may  be  fairly  argued  from  there  being  a  greater 
number  engaged  in  the  present  contest  than  the  British  Govern- 
ment, with  all  their  arts  and  money,  were  able  to  persuade  to  en- 
gage in  their  service  (in  the  western  quarter)  during  the  late  war ; 
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and  what  can  be  their  inolive  but  the  fear  of  losing  their  lands,  or. 
Id  other  words,  lliat  the  Ammc-aua  intend  to  lake  their  land?  from 
tlieni  witlioiit  their  consent,  wheuever  thpy  think  proper,  agreeably 
to  the  doctrine  of  the  treaties  at  Fori  Mclalosh  and  the  Big  Miami. 
It  is,  theri'fore,  in  my  opinion,  indisijcusably  neeeasary  to  eonvinoe 
the  western  Indians  as  soon  as  possible  lliat  these  Biiggealiona  are 
false;  and  since  they  are  not  willing  at  present  to  eorae  to  Phita> 
dt'lphia,  or  even  to  Fort  Washington,  thpy  should  be  treated  with  at 
Vincenues  as  soon  as  possible.  In  eonfidcot  ojtpeclation  that  a  com- 
mission  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  lu  may  be.  empowering  Major 
Hamtramck,  or  some  other  person,  to  hold  a  treaty  at  Vincennoa, 
agreeably  to  tfie  stipulation  he  has  made  for  that  puqw'se,  a  part 
of  the  lodiaii  goods  here  will,  with  the  prisoners,  be  forwarded  to 
Fort  Knos.  Yesterday,  a  canoe  going  np  the  Ohio,  with  two  men, 
a  woman  and  a  boy,  was  attacked  by  the  Indians,  one  of  the  meat 
W11.0  killed,  the  other  wuimded,  the  Imy  taken,  and  the  woman  EHC&ped 
unhurt.  ThLi  is  another  cireumstnnce  against  my  hearing  from 
Ht^ndriek  in  the  way  proposed,  and  with  some  conclusive  ovidence 
that  the  grand  council  i«  broken  up  with  a  di- termination  of  con- 
tinuing Ihc  war ;  but  I  doubt  this,  for  there  has  not  been  time  for 
the  chiefs  that  were  at  Philadelphia  to  council  at  Buffalo  Creek  and 
arrive  at  tlie  Tawa  Kiver  liy  this  time,  and  I  do  not  lielieve  that  the 
council  would  break  up  liefiiro  their  arrival  and  tho=e  from  Canada, 
an  no  doubt  tliey  had  information  that  they  were  coming.  I  am  de- 
turiiiincd  to  scud  ariotiicr  -[iccch  to  tlic  lielligorent  tribes,  if  I  can 
jicr-uadc  'J>mc  of  tlic  \\  uliash  Iiulians  t<>  carry  it,  and  engage  to 
l>rmgba<.knu  an-iwei  I  have  several  reasons  for  making  this  at- 
tempt Fir^l  if -omo  Imd  men  have  murdered  our  messengers  hav- 
ing the  Prchidtnts  s]>eccli  although  the  speech  may  be  carried  to 
tilt  LOUHLil  thL\  mav  not  cooaidcr  it  as  pniperly  coming  before 
them,  and  the  chiets  mav  be  in  doubt  whether  we  will  now  receive 
a  messenger  from  them  or  not;  the  arrival  of  a  new  speech  will,  I 
tlimk,  remove  this  douht,  although  I  mention  nothing  of  the  nimor 
I  have  heard.  Besides,  bj  a  mos^enccr  of  this  sort  I  expect  to  as- 
certain the  fact  whether  our  mc"en';er'  are  murdered  or  not,  and 
also  reduce  the  matter  to  a  certainty  whether  they  will  let  me  speak 
to  them  or  not. 

I  propose  remaining  here  for  the  present,  as  it  is  uncertain 
whether  any  flag  will  arrive  from  the  enemy,  or  at  what  poat  they 
may  come  in,  and  should  Captaiu  Hendrick  arrive  at  Fort  Jefferson, 
as  proposed,  I  shall  have  notice  of  it  in  thirty-six  hours.  But  snp- 
iwsc  that  after  all  rational   means  are  used  to  accommodate  this 


Corresfondence,  Addresses,  Etc.  80& 

tmeiiiess  by  treaty,  we  &il  in  the  attempt,  and  that  a  continuance 
of  the  war  is  iuevilable  ?  Pardon  me,  air,  if  I,  unasked,  oSer  a  few 
BentimentH  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hutchina  and  others  have  said  a  great  deal  about  the  fine 
navigation  of  the  Alleghany  lUver  and  French  Creek,  the  Big 
Beaver,  the  Cuyah(^,  the  Scioto  and  Sandusky,  with  the  Wabash 
and  Tawa  Rivers,  or  the  Miami  of  the  Lake.  And  it  is  true  they 
are  all  very  fine  rivers,  and  at  certain  Bea.sona  many  of  them  afford 
plenty  of  water  to  float  craft  of  very  considerable  burden  for 
a  great  distance.  But  the  fact  is,  that  uot  one  of  them  will  serve 
any  valuable  purpose  for  transporting  by  water  tlie  bi^jji^,  stores 
and  provisions  of  an  army  for  any  coDsiderable  distance,  toward  any 
object  where  Government  can  possibly  mean  to  point  their  force  in 
any  offensive  operation  ;  even  the  Ohio,  at  some  seasons,  is  difficult, 
if  not  quite  impassable,  in  some  parts ;  therefore,  all  considerable 
movements  of  an  army  between  the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie  should  be 
calculated  by  laud.  You  will  jieriuit  ine  to  si>oak  freely,  and  I 
know  you  will  not  be  offended ;  my  intention  is  to  serve  you  by  way 
of  information,  and  I  write  with  the  greatest  deference. 

To  establish  a  capital  piwt  ;it  tlie  Miami  village,  with  a  proper 
number  of  iutermciliatc  statious,  siifficiont  to  secure  iv  communica- 
tion from  Fort  Washingbin  to  that  pliico,  is  undoitbledly  an  object 
to  be  persevered  iu,  aud  I  think  if  tlit'  busiacss  is  conducted  in  a 
prudent  manner,  it  may  be  effected  with  two  thousand  men  without 
any  hazard.  But  to  stop  there  will,  by  no  means,  induce  the  In- 
dians to  treat ;  it  will  bo  provoking  rather  tlian  distressing  to  them, 
nor  will  the  frontiers  receive  auy  considerable  protection  thereby.  My 
opinion  is  not  to  advance  any  further  in  tliw  quarter  at  present,  but  to 
make  arrangements  for  carrying  a  line  of  stations  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Big  Beaver  Creek,  on  the  Ohio,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cuya- 
hoga, on  Lake  Erie,  where  I  woulil  erect  a  strong  pwt;  here  I 
would  build  such  watcrcraft  as  should  be  thought  necessary  to  trans- 
port the  army.  I  intend  to  make  use  of  this  way  into  the  Tawa 
River  as  far  as  the  rapids  (about  fourteen  miles),  as  to  such  jilace  as 
should  be  found  most  convenient  for  establishing  a  post  there ;  for  I 
will  venture  to  i»awn  my  representation  upon  it  if,  from  the  ovei^ 
tures  now  making,  the  Indians  are  uot  brought  to  a  treaty,  they 
never  will  until  you  establish  a  jKist  in  (he  mouth  of  the  Tawa 
River,  and  prevent  the  British  agent,  or  his  emis-aaries  and  Indians 
any  more  counseling  together,  or,  in  the  Indian  language,  put  out 
their  council  fire  in  this  place.  This  is  the  place  where  every  year 
VOL.  u— 20 
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the  Brilieli  ag-^iit  dislribiiU^s  the  unuuol  prewuts  to  all  the  nalion^i, 
fiir  and  Dear,  iuhabiling  the  couutry  south  of  Lake  Erie  and  west- 
ward l>cji)ud  the  Miaoii  village.  "While  the  army  are  employed  ia 
buililiiig  the  fiirt  at  Cuyahoga,  jirovided  they  do  not  arrive  before 
the  Hpriug,  and  preparing  their  watercraft,  the  Western  army  should 
proeeed  from  Fort  Jeffersoii,  itud,  erecting  proiwr  Btation§  by  the 
way,  establish  thoiuselves  at  the  Kfianii  vilUge-  Tlie  ludiaus,  see- 
ing I  wn  armios  advancing  iu  oppwilc  directions,  will  probably  be 
coiifti-:eil  in  their  councils;  they  will  consider  the  country  of  th« 
Wyan'h'l:',  Dflawarea,  and  Shawanese  lost ;  their  allies  will  most,  if 
not  nil,  withdraw  themselves,  and  the  Delaware*,  etc.,  sue  for  [teacJ' 
or  (piit  their  cunutry,  or  if  that  should  not  be  the  ease,  as  they  can 
never  know  when  your  army  will  move  nor  where  it  will  strike,  tliey 
never  can  prevent  them  from  landing,  and  in  a  sliort  time,  by  in- 
trenching, secure  themselves  against  ten  times  their  number;  aud 
bIhhiIcI  they  still  be  obstinate,  yet  will  they  not  he  able  to  prevent 
the  two  Jinnies  from  establishing  a  line  of  commuiueation  from  the 
moutli  of  tlic  Tawa  Ri\-er  to  the  jiost  at  the  Miami  village. 

T!ic  sefurity  that  such  an  arrangement  will  give  t<)  all  the  coun- 
try, whh'h  iviil  hv  Ihoreliy  evinced  :i<  well  as  to  the  Pix  \ations  and 
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expect,  will  be  the  best  on  the  west  side  until  we  are  two  or  perhaps 
three  miles  above  Kishkushe,  then  the  road  will  cross  at  a  good  ford, 
and,  turning  westward,  will  cross  the  creek  twice  more ;  then,  leav- 
ing the  creek  a  little  above  Salt  Springs,  it  will  cross  the  Cuyahoga 
about  ten  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  pass  down  on  tlie  west  side ;  at 
all  the  crossings  are  good  fords  unless  the  water  should  be  uncommonly 
high.  The  number  of  intermediate  stations  will  de[)end  on  the  dis- 
tance they  are  from  each  other.  Allowing  twenty  miles  to  be  a  proper 
distance,  then  four  only  will  be  required.  I  believe  this  to  be  the 
nearest  and  best  route  by  which  a  communication  can  be  opened 
between  the  Ohio  River  and  Lake  Erie,  without  having  regard  to 
water  navigation,  which  [will  disappoint]  whoever  depends  on  it ;  al- 
though I  doubt  not  that,  at  some  seasons,  considerable  advantiiges 
may  be  derived  from  water  carriage  on  most  of  the  rivers  I  have 
mentioned,  and  the  Big  Beaver  and  Cuyahoga  may  sometimes  l)e 
made  a  good  ase  of  iu  this  way.  The  facts  I  have  mentioned  in  this 
statement  I  have  from  a  man  of  judgment  and  undoubted  veracity, 
who  ha.s  had  full  opportunity  to  examine  tlie  country,  not  only  on 
the  route  from  Big.  Beaver  to  Cuyahoga,  but  has  also  traveled  by 
many  different  roads  from  Pittsl)ur<^h  to  Sandusky  and  Detroit,  re- 
sided  ten  years  among  the  Delawares,  is  fully  acquainted  with  all 
the  streams  that  make  a  part  of  the  ^luskingum  River,  as  well  as 
the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  and  all  the  streams  that  fall  into 
it  between  Cuyalioga  and  Detroit.  In  some  parts  of  this  route  the 
country  is  open,  in  otlu-r  ])arts  are  thickets  of  brush  to  be  cut  out, 
but  tlie  })riucipal  dilKculty  is  a  swamp  and  wet  ground  for  seven  or 
eight  miles,  tlie  gn^atest  part  of  which  must  be  causewayed  ;  but  I  am 
told  tliat  lunil)or  is  i)lenty  and  handy,  and  if  so,  one  man  will  easily 
make  one  perch  ])er  (hiv,  and  allowing  six  hundred  and  forty  men 
may  be  well  employed  at  the  work,  they  will  make  this  part  of  the 
road  in  four  days;  however,  if  it  should  happen  to  be  a  dry  fall,  it 
is  doubtful  if  one  fourth  ])art  of  the  distance  mentioned  will  require 
bridging  iu  the  first  movement  of  the  army.  When  I  speak  of 
making  a  good  road  I  mean  a  wagon  road;  there  is  now  a  ])aek- 
horse  path  the  whole  distance,  which  has  been  used  by  traders 
and  war  parties.  By  this  route  all  kinds  of  provisions,  except  beef 
from  Kentucky,  can  be  transported  to  the  Miami  village  cheaper 
than  throujrh  any  other  channel,  and  from  thence  conveyed  down 
the  Waba,^h,  or  toward  Lake  Michigan,  and  into  the  upper  part  of 
the  Illinois  country,  to  sup})ly  any  garrisons  which  the  Government 
may  think  proper  to  establish  iu  that  quarter  for  the  protection  <'^' 
the  friendly  tribes,  and  the  security  of  our  trade  with  them ;  to  this 
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may  be  added  the  supply  of  the  post  at  Detroit,  wbenever  Wf 
be  iu  jioasesMbii  of  it. 

If  tlie  proposition  should  meot  with  approbation,  medsures  for 
carrying  it  into  execution  can  not !«  too  soon  aiioptfiil ;  fur,  nlthough 
the  seawD  will  be  too  far  mlvmit^ed  litfurc  the  event  «f  the  present 
ovPTtures  niiw  niuking  Ui  ihiT  I'licmy  lit  knirwn,  to  admit  of  any  of- 
fensive openiti<]ue  of  conw<]iiPDPO  in  thi*i  quarter,  yet  I  coneeive  it 
will  iKit  lie  the  cji«e  with  respect  to  the  plan  1  have  proposed.  I 
t'iiii  flee  no  objection  against  making  ati  i-^tabliijhnieQt  at  the  Big 
Beaver  (where  we  have  long  had  a  tuuuil  jmsl),  even  while  our  ne- 
giiliiitioiis  are  [lending. 

Under  this  idea,  I  would  then  propose  that  the  troops  intended  foe 
the  service,  as  fast  as  they  arrive  at  Pittsburgh,  should  be  sent  dbvrn 
to  that  place ;  that  the  work  there  be  repaired  and  extended  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  mngaKtned  of  provisions,  forage,  ptc.,  etc.,  etc., 
be  collected  for  the  expedition.  This  can  not,  probably,  bo  com- 
pleted and  the  whole  ready  to  move  before  October,  and  before  that 
lime,  I  trust,  it  will  be  known  whether  we  are  to  have  a  treaty  with 
tliese  fellows  or  not;  if  Ihev  shall  agree  to  a  Ireiity,  it  is  pniliahla 
they  will  bo  lis  willing  to  liohl  it  somewlicre  on  tiie  Big  Beaver,  or 
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)u  (.'mwford's  route  toward  Sandusky. 
The  measure,  T  believe,  ivill  he  very  popular  with  the  people  of 
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Ohio  county,  and  all  the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania,  which  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  business.  Forage  for  any  number  of  horses 
may  be  brought  to  this  place  with  little  expense,  and  if  the  number 
of  regular  troops  which  may  be  raised  by  the  time  and  spared  for 
the  purpose  should  be  thought  insufficient,  I  have  no  doubt  but  an 
ample  number  of  good  riflemen,  who  live  within  three  days'  march 
of  the  spot,  would  voluntarily  engage  in  the  expedition.  On  the 
whole,  I  have  no  doubt  we  may,  without  any  unreasonable  hazard, 
establish  ourselves  at  Cuyahoga  by  the  setting  in  of  winter,  and 
that,  by  the  1st  of  May,  if  not  before,  a  sufficient  numl)er  of  boats 
may  be  built  for  transporting  the  army  into  the  Ome  or  Tawa 
River.  But,  should  the  fall  season  prove  unfavorable,  or  any  other 
unforeseen  accident  prevent  our  advancing  to  the  Cuyahoga  this 
winter,  yet,  if  we  can  make  our  way  good  a  part  of  the  distance 
only,  I  think  the  object  ought  to  be  pursued,  as  we  shall  be  enabled 
thereby  to  commence  our  operations  next  year  much  earlier.  Be- 
sides, I  think  this  is  the  best  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war ;  tho 
sooner  we  sliow  ourselves  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  the  better ;  such 
an  appearance  will  be  a  conviction  to  the  Indians  that  many  things 
which  have  been  told  them  are  false ;  and,  finding  they  have  been 
imposed  on  in  some  things,  they  will  doubt  the  rest. 


As  TO  Assi:>rnLiN'(;  at  Public  Worship  Witjiout  Arms. 

Cincinnati,  ISth  September ,  1792. 

"The  practice  of  assembling  for  public  worshij)  without  arms, 
may  l>e  attended  with  most  serious  and  melancholy  consequences. 
It  presents  the  (^pi)ortunity  to  an  enemy  of  the  smallest  degree  of 
enterprise  to  eflW't  such  fatal  impression  upon  our  infant  settlement 
as  posterity  might  Lmg  in  vain  lament. 

*'The  laws  of  the  Territory  have  wisely  i)rovided  that  every  man 
enrolled  in  the  militia  shall,  ui)on  those  occasions,  arm  and  e(juip 
himself  as  though  he  were  marching  to  engage  the  enemy,  or  in  de- 
fault that  he  shall  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  cents,  to  be 
levied  upon  complaint  made  to  any  justice  of  the  })eace." 

Although  it  is  incumbent  upon  every  good  citizen  to  rei)resent  all 
violations  of  this  law  which  shall  come  to  his  knowledge,  yet  it  is* 
more  immediately  the  province  of  the  militia  officers.  They  will, 
therefore,  each  and  every  one  of  them,  from  and  after  the  publica- 
tion of  this  order,  consider  it  their  indispensable  duty  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  all  persons  enrolled  in  the  militia  who  shall  assemble  for 
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IHiblic  worstiip  (within  iheir  observatiou  or  knowledge),  deficient  is 
llif  arms  or  accmiterments  requireti  by  law,  ami  make  report  thereof 
upon  <i«th  t"  n  jiiatiee  of  the  pence,  as  aoon  uw  may  bo  after  such 
default  slmll  ]iii[]|ien.  Wisthrop  SARGKyr, 

Couiiiiainiing  the  militia  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor. 


Gevkual  W1LKIN8OS  TO  GovKRHon  St.  Clair. 

FoKT  Wasiunijton.  Nommber  7(/i,  1T92. 
My  Dear  Sir: — It  was  iny  purpose  never  to  have  written  to  yoo 
I'  the  TOiit<!inpt  which  you  have  ^lown  to  my  corro- 


fljraiii,  bceauM 
Mil  m  deuce. 


■  duty  which  I  owe  to  a  friend,  however,  breaks  in 
on  my  iutenliuu.  I  beg  leave  to-beejteak  your  good  offices  to  Mr. 
Beryl  >Seba»iiau,  of  Kentucky,  aa  lie  it  weary  of  that  country,  and 
wishes  to  reiimvo  to  this  Terriliirj'.  He  i«  now  one  of  the  'Supreme 
Judgi's  of  tliiil  Slate,  liUl  would  prefer  to  bo  here  with  an  inferior 
isnlary.  A  word  t<i  the  wise — adieu.  May  you  brave  this  gnther- 
iiii;  sloriii '  siici-cssfully.  prnys  yi>ur  affectionate,  etc. 


of  t!ie  Torrit 

in.    The  i-Mi 

.ur.Ttb.M-r. 

,.c. 

I..L-.  rwod 

■inl 

im-f-nviiiul-i'i 


mtmmtmmmmm 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  Judge  Turner. 

Philadelphia,  ApiH  5,  1793. 
Sir: — Inclosed  is  the  copy  of  a  presentment  of  the  grand  jury 
for  the  District  of  Kaskaskia,  in  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  which 


sengers  amonest  them,  and  in  a  supreme  degree  criminal  to  the  present  paeifle  in- 
tentions and  pursuits  of  the  United  States. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  no  countenance  or  comfort  has  been  afforded  to  this  party  by  any 
of  the  good  people  of  this  Territory;  but  upon  this  subject  1  beg  you  to  cause  an  im- 
mediate ample  investigation,  and  transmit  me  information  by  the  earliest  oi)por- 
tunity :  as  also  an  account  of  the  principal  characters  in  the  expedition,  the  motives 
upon  which  it  has  been  undertaken,  all  the  objects  of  it,  and  whether  it  appears  to 
have  been  authorized  or  not  by  any  persons  of  distinction  in  Kentucky,  as  far  as 
Bhall  come  to  your  knowledge  by  most  accurate  inquiry,  for  all  those  circumstances 
it  is  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  sovereign  authority  of  America  as  immediately  as 
possible.    .    .    . 

July  r>th.— New  commission  made  out  by  the  Secretary  for  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Knox  County,  specially  naming  therein  Pier  Gamelin,  Louis  Edeline,  James 
Johnson,  Luke  Decker,  and  Paul  (.Jamelin. 

Military  Appointiucnts  for  Knox  County— Lnko  Docker,  Captnin.  r/cr  Edelinc,  re- 
signed; Christopher  AVyjint,  Lieiitrnant,  vict^  Decker,  i»ronioted:  Kichard  Johnson, 
Ensign,  vice  Wyanl.  i)ronu»te(,l ;  Piere  Uacine.  Ensign,  vice  .1.  B.  Myette,  resigned; 
Tousaint  Inibois.  Knsign,  vicr.,].  P..  .'^t.  Aubiii.  rcsiiriicd. 

July  l.'Uh. — Abner  M.  Dunn,  Ksq.,  ai>pointed  to  act  as  attorney  for  the  T'nitod  States 
in  Hamilton  County.     Saniui'l  .Swan  ai*i*ointe<l  Clerk  of  Court  cicr  Jilanchard. 

July  2(Uh.— A  eoniniission  for  the  Court  of  <'onnnon  Pleas  of  Wasliington  County, 
specially  naming  tlierein  Josepli  fJilnian,  John  (Jilhert  Petit.  Dudley  Woo. Ibridge, 
Robert  Oliver,  an<l  Daniel  Loring.  The  i)o\ver  of  administering  oaths  was  conferred 
on  Judges  (iilnian  and  iVtii;  ami  on  Henry  Vandi-rburg  in  Knox  County. 

August i:)th. — Conimissioiiers  ai>i»ointed  with  power  to  lieens«>  ni^-ndiants.  traders, 
and  tavern-keepers:  County  of  Washiiiirton— (Jrinhi  Gn-en.  lleturn  J.  Meigs,  and 
John  Rome.  County  of  Ilaiuilton— AVilliani  McMillan  and  J(din  S.  Cano.  County 
of  Knox— Franeis  Vigo  aJid  Henry  Vanderburg.  County  of  St.  Clair— Jrdin  Edgar 
and  Antoine  <  Jerardine. 

September  ;!d.— County  Treasurers  ai)pointed:  For  Washington— John  Stone.  For 
Hamilton— Stephen  Wood.  For  Knox— Paul  (ianielin.  For  St.  Clair— Philip  JCngel. 
Robert  Buntin.  gentleman,  was  apjiointed  Coroner  of  Hamilton  County. 

November  2sth.     Return  J.  Meigs,  Jr.,  was  appointerl    Cnited  States  Attorney  for 
Washington  County;  and  Thomas  Goudy,  gentleman,  Ensign  of  Eirst  Regiment  of 
Hamilton  County. 

Laws  Passkd  in  1792. 

1.  Granting  licenses  to  merchants,  traders,  and  tavern-keepers.     [Pub.  August  1.] 

2.  Creating  the  olliees  of  Treasurer-General  «»f  the  Territory,  and  Treasurers  for 
the  counties.     [Pub.  Aui/Uft  1.] 

3.  Directing  the  manner  in  which  money  shall  be  raised  and  levied,  to  clefray  the 
charges  which  may  arise  within  the  several  counties  in  the  Territory.  [Pub. 
August  1.] 

4.  For  opening  and  regulating  highways.     [I^ib.  August  1.] 

5.  Directing  the  building  and  establishing  of  a  court-house,  county  jail,  pillory, 
whipping-post,  and  stocks,  in  every  county.     [Pub.  Auguint  1  ] 

6.  For  the  better  regulation  of  prisons.     [Pub.  August  l.J 

7.  For  tke  disposition  of  strays.  [Pub.  August  l.j  The  first  paragraph  of  this  act 
is  in  the  following  words:  "That  the  oi»en  woods  and  unclosed  grounds  within  the 
Territory  shall  betaken  and  considered  as  the  common  pasture  or  herbage  of  the 
citizens  thereof,  saving  to  all  persons  their  riirht  of  fencing." 

The  act  made  it  unlawful  for  any  person  to  take  up  any  animal  found  in  this  gen- 
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was  sent  to  me  hy  ilr.  Jefferson,  a  considcnible  time  a^.     Had  l4 
kuDwu  thiit  you  were  in  town,  it  liliould  have  been  eotuiuiuiicated  to<  J 
you  immediately  on  my  rewiiving  it,  hut  I  liiid  iiccn  ti>M  that  yo 
wcrp  irine  Ic  the  Territory,  and  so  I  iururnieil  Mr,  Jefferson  and  tfafljj 
Proidi'iit  iit  th.i  lime. 

Till'  tiiiir  f^ir  liiildiiig  tlie  Supreme  Court  m  one  of  the  weatenil 
eiiuiiliiM  is  iK'ur  at  band  and  there  is  nut  a  judg»  4U  the  TerritoTy,  ■ 
wliich  muv  he  iitti'iided  With  ill  coneequencea. 

Will  yi>ii,  Av.  lie  ]ilefu<ed  to  inform  mo  whether  or  not  yon  expeeffl 
to  he  tlieie  in  .-^eii^on  for  that  purpose,  und  If  you  do,  at  what  tiiMJ 
you  prujKiie  to  ^ct 


(iovKRsoK  St.  Cl-ur  to  Edmusd  Randolph. 

CiscixsATi,  CofSTY  OF  HA.tm.TON,  May  9,  1793, 
Sir: — After  n  long  detention,  occasioned  by  extreme  illness,  froni  1 
whieh  I  am  i'ai-  fn>m  being  recovered,  and  a  iia^sage  of  ngbteen 
dayp  from  I'itt^lnir^rh,  I  reached  this  place  on  the  3d  instant,  and  I 
hiive  ihe  Bitisliirtimi  tiiiiifiinu  yoiilhn'  the  <lifficiilties  which  existed 


vith  the  Court  o 
)v.r,  iiiid  that  til 


jud^. 


1  rienri  itir  this  county  have  been  gotten 
muv  in  ses^^ion.'  It  did  require  a  little 
cariiiieo  of  a  cban^'e  of  sentiment  in  the 
:ini  h;ii)[iy  it  siicircclcd,  l(ee;iu.''c  I  was  pre- 

n,.r'\  111.-  Ml>iii^-  ii|>  .if  uiiy  iuiima!  broakiiii,'  Iiilo 


Icglslnllvo 


■likh  liiid  Wen  re 


orftiiry  f^nrgont  lind  issued  new 
■riii^  llii^  lilrasiire  <.r  thu  Kxecu- 
PK.A  iK-lmvi,.r."  Tlie  judges  of 
r  ei,iiiriiU^ioii9,  and  ciinliiiiieJ  to 
Tliis  JL-d  to  confiisioii  and  iniii-h 


Tlie  r 


laJ  btr 


ui^d  by  the  Gov- 
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pared,  if  they  persisted  in  holding  the  court  under  their  first  commis- 
sion, a  second  one  existing,  to  have  sent  them  a  mpersedeaSj  which 
would  have  stopped  them,  but  not  without  some  confusion  and  dis- 
content. Even  that  mild  course,  however,  would  not  have  been 
thought  of  could  the  bench  have  been  filled  with  men  of  tolerable 
character  and  abilities,  without  the  present  incumbents.  I  say,  the 
appearance  of  a  change  of  sentiment,  because  they  are  far  from 
being  convinced  that  a  commission  without  limitation  as  to  time  can 
be  revoked  for  any  cause  but  misbehavior  in  office.  In  a  long  con- 
versation with  them,  to  which  two  of  the  attorneys  and  the  gentle- 
man who  manages  the  public  prosecution  at  their  bar  was  intro- 
duced, and  to  whom  I  had  sent  copies  of  the  inclosed  letter  the 
evening  before,  I  gave  them  my  sentiments,  unequivocally,  that  the 
commission  they  had  received  from  me  was  in  fact  a  commission 
during  pleasure;  that  the  commission  which  had  been  issued  by 
Colonel  Sargent  flowed  from  a  projKjr  source,  as  in  the  absence  of 
the  (jrovernor  the  Secrotiiry  is  invested  with  all  the  powers  of  gov- 
ernment ;  that  if  tlioy  (li<l  not  choose  to  accept  it,  they  should  have 
ceased  to  a(;t  at  all,  for  that  his  coniniission  had  virtuallv  revoked 
the  other,  and  that  all  their  pnxreedin^rs  since  the  date  of  it  were 
nullities  at  best ;  j)crhaps  their  sentiments  were  very  different,  and 
I  had  been  informed  that  strong  declarations  were  made  that  they 
never  would  hold  or  act  under  any  such  commission.  I  then  in- 
formed them  that  I  had  desired  those  gentlemen  at  their  bar  to 
attend,  in  order  to  give  them  their  opinions,  as  friend^  to  the  court; 
upon  some  points  I  had  j)ossesscMl  them  of,  and  read  the  queries  I 
had  proiM>sed  to  them.*  They  appeared  well  satisfied  that  tlie  at- 
torneys should  <(iv(;  their  o])inions,  and  they  were  unanimcuis  that  a 
power  to  exist  during  good  behavior  could  be  granted  by  express 
words  only,  and  could  not  1k>  made  out  by  inference,  implication,  or 


^The  queries  won?  as  follows: 

1.  AVhethor  ii  powjT  to  exist  during  good  behavior  can  bo  granted  in  any 
other  manner  tiian  by  express  words  to  that  purpose? 

2.  Whether  a  power,  granted  without  any  limitation  as  to  time  or  other 
condition,  be  not  in  itself  a  power  during  pleasure,  and  revocable  at  the  will 
of  the  person  granting  said  pow(;r,  his  heirs,  executors,  arid  administrators 
in  common  cases,  and  of  his  successors  in  office  in  public  cases?  and, 

8.  AVhcther  a  new  commission  for  any  office,  issued  either  to  the  person  or 
persons  who  hold  the  office  at  the  time,  or  to  others,  is  not,  Ipso  factOj  a  re- 
vocation of  the  commission  under  which  ho  or  they  are  in  possession,  not- 
withstanding the  new  commission  may  not  contain  any  revocatory  words, 
and  does  not  superinduce  the  necessity  of  again  taking  the  oaths  of  office^ 
supposing  it  to  issue  to  the  same  f)erson8  before  it  can  be  acted  under  ? 
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anakigy,  and  that  a  power  granted  without  JtmitatioD  as  to  tl 
n  power  duriug  ]>Iea8Ure,  revtxuible  at  will ;  but  ou  the  third  q 
tbev  did  nut  chmjse  to  hazard  nu  opiuion,  heoaiiw  they  considered  M 
ii.i  a.  qiiestioD  of  great  delicuty,  uot  in  itself  directly,  but  from  t 
^onsequcufes  it  invoIV'ed,  in  which  they  were  all  jwrsonally  iii(« 
I  then  iihBerved  to  the  jiidgca  that  I  underslood  the  pci 
tho  bar  did  not  care  to  say  that  ihe  proceeding!'  of  the  c 
:•  time  (msl  were  void,     I  was  myself  decidedly  of  opiniooj 
re  void  ;  but  there  was  a  way  to  heal  all  that  had  e 
and  it  was  estrenielj-  uiy  wish  to  remove  every  diSicul^,.] 
vent  liny  stop  in  the  administration  of  justice.     A  u«w  com' 
,  ill  Ihe  iiriginal  form,  might  Ui  made  out  immediately; 
oath  of  office  might  bo  taken  bcfon*  they  left  the  room,  and  t 
cotirt  could  ^  on,  and  when  the  legislature,  which  was  called  1 
the  Ist  of  Wcjitember,  should  mwt,  iia  act.  worded  in  Buch  n 
us  to  f^avfi  the  (("otings  of  every  one,  might  be  passed,  that  wouUfl 
III  idl  they  had  been  doing.    This  proposal  was  oui 
he  commiBBion  made  out  instantly ;  they  w^ere  swor 
Lwrding  til  law,  and  adjourijcd  fnmi   my  qnarters  t 


men  of 

for  8om< 
tbey  we 
to  me. 


givu 

viUidilv 

iilied 

wiih:  1 

iindei 

rho  CI 

[h 

lurl-boii: 
:lv,.|«'<.i 

thu 


t  Im 


like  to 


!i  full  view  of  the 
<ic:i]  of  trouble  and 


,  but  should 


j.dg<.s 


proper.      11'  I  [\: 
n  .upiKirlicl !  i 


IfTO  Sviunics,  though 
-.  wii!^  uol.  I  believe, 

iiili.n,  however,  right 
■  rfS]>ectod.     I  hnve 

il  so)  of  the  iufwior 

!iii  opiuLon  of  some 

your  opinion  on  the 
stated,  as  you  think 

■eat  salisfiiction  to  be 

hall  very  readily  and 
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cheerfiilly  retract  and  acknowledge  mj  error,  and  on  the  legislature, 
before  whom  the  a&ir  must  be  brought,  it  would  have  its  proper 
effect 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  farther  a  copy  of  the  sentence  of  the 
Supreme  Couri  in  a  case  of  murder,  and  the  warrant  for  the  execu- 
tion of  it  (not  by  way  of  complaint,  although  I  am  not  altogether 
satisfied  with  it),  that  you  may  know  the  manner  in  which  matters 
of  that  high  concern  are  transacted.  The  proceedings  of  the 
judge  were  no  doubt  conformal>le  to  those  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  of  jail  delivery  in  England,  in  the  coun- 
try, but  I  believe  it  would  be  better  that  they  were  analogous  to  the 
stricter  and  more  regular  practice  in  the  city  of  London,  where  ex- 
ecution is  never  done  but  with  the  consent  of  the  King ;  for  if  it 
be  in  the  power  of  a  judge  to  condemn  and  execute  without  even 
the  knowledge  of  the  Executive,  all  power  of  pardoning  is  taken 
away,  or  may  at  least  bo  defeated.  There  may,  indeed,  l)e  a  ques- 
tion of  doubt  whether  any  power  of  piirdoiiing  e>ci.sts  in  the  Exec- 
utive of  this  Territory.  If  it  docs  not,  it  is  a  blenii:?h  in  its  omsti- 
tution;  for,  as  at  present,  the  judges  iKUug  also  the  legislators,  there 
is  more  dan<rer  than  in  almost  any  other  sni)p()sable  circumstances 
that  judgment  may  be  rendered  rather  according  to  the  recollection 
of  their  own  intenticm  as  to  the  spirit  of  the  hiws  at  the  time  they 
were  enacted  than  to  the  strict  letter  of  them.  For  myself,  where 
it  is  not  expressly  taken  away,  I  believe  the  power  of  pardoning  in- 
herent in  the  first  executive  ofticer  of  every  country,  Ix'cause  he  is 
the  representative  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  ])eople,  and  their  organ 
for  the  exercise  of  that  sovenjigntv  in  any  country  where  the  (jrov- 
ernor  mav  be  at  the  time  of  conviction,  until  such  conviction  and 
sentence  shall  have  been  certified  to  hin),  in  order  that  he  may  grant 
a  reprieve  or  pardon.  Should  he  ileem  it  proper  t^)  carry  it  farther 
than  to  places  where  the  (jrovernor  actually  is,  it  would  be  improjKT, 
in  this  extended  country,  where  communication  with  the  difler- 
ent  parts  is  so  difficult  and  tedious,  and  would  occasion  a  delay 
between  conviction  and  execution  which  would  take  off  much  of  the 
effect  of  the  punishment.  As  an  exami)le.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  laws  j)a«3ed  in  this  Territory,  during  the  last  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, have  yet  been  under  the  consideration  of  Congress.  Some  of 
them  are  very  much  complained  of,  particularly  the  fee-bill,  and  the 
act  for  licensing  retailers  of  merchandise.  As  to  the  fee-bill,  I  will 
endeavor  to  have  it  amended,  but  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether 
I  shall  succeed  or  not;  and  if  it  is  not  amended  it  would,  I  believe, 
be  proper  that  it  should  be  disapproved  of,  for,  in  the  first  place,  the 
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fees  allowed  to  every  important  officer,  as  tliat  of  the  Judge  of 
Proliate,  for  example,  will  not,  1  am  informed,  witU  extreme  dili-  J 
gence,  pay  them  at  ihe  rate  of  a  common  lulnirer,  wlieru  tlipy  are   | 
employitd ;  and,  iu  the  second  plat*,  by  affixing  foes  to  certwa' ! 
services,  as  that  of  i^uing  blank  writs,  under  Hcal.  a  legal  counte-  I 
uance,  if  not  ajipruhation,  is  given  to  a  nifiBt  mij*ohieToua  practice. 
As  I  did  not  see  those  law's  before  my  arrival  iu  the  Territory,  X  i 
have  not  had  time  to  give  them  a  careful  jicrusal ;  indeed,  not  to  \ 
read  them  all,  buL  I  ^liall  do  it,  aud  in  ea^  they  should  appear  to 
militulv  ji^':iiu?t  either  the  interest  of  the  United  Stjites  or  tlie  peo- 
ple of  iln.'  Tvrrilory,  if  you  will  give  me  leave,  I  will  gabmit  to  yott 
my  oli.-crvati<iiis,  ;iiid  it  in  to  you,  I  believe,  that  tlie  laws  are  re- 
ferred for  c'lUiiiileration  Itefore  they  are  laid  iH-forn  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  believe  that  the  f(>rm  hud  Ix'eu  choseo,  &nd 
the  word;-.  durJug  pleasure,  left  out  merely  to  render  it  more  ao- 
ecptnblc,  us  it  would  not  call  up  the  idea  of  their  dependence  on  the 
Exeentive  every  time  they  looked  at  it,  but  with  the  full  knowledge 
of  its  effect ;  that  during  the  temporary  government  uo  commissioa 
during  giwd  iH'liavior  would  be  granted  by  the  Governor,  who,  an 
the  organ  of  llie  United  Btates,  was  precisely  in  the  same  situation, 
and  he  could  not  convey  to  otlier:-  powers  of  more  exteniiivc  dura- 
tion than  he  himself  jKi^Hesiod. 


[,iAM  St.  {'lair  to  Govi;i:noi{  St.  Claie, 

Kaskawkia,  Junii  '2d,  1703. 
oia  he  ii:n\illio.u'.  by  Mr.  .Miiuird,  If.omit  doing  myjiclf 
l^■b  I  have  notiiing  of 
'HI  this  time.     A^  to  the  hoe- 
ie.<e  Uvij  yeiirs  jmst  than  has 
UiHt  .-priiig,  a  niau  of  the 
i:*  geiicnilly  tli.iugbt  he  will 
niteil  by  a  single  Indian,  who 
■s  Imve  stolen  a  coii«iderable 
ex[K'et  that  will  be  the  case 
■h  of  the  settlements, 
seem  to  indicate   something 
leir  militia  are  furnished  with 
leir  militia  officers  put  in  pay 
iriillcry  come  in  almost  every 
boat  from  Orleans,  and  troo[)s  are  exijected  at  this  quarter.     It  is 


the  honor  of 

any  givut  iioi 

.ortiin.v  to  eomNiiiuieutc  i 

tile  Indiiuis, 

He   h;ive   been  .|ui,-Ier  til. 

been  known 

tor  ijiauv  wars   k^ti.rc. 

n;im,-of  Whi 

tesideswa,-  uoimdcd;   it 

die  of  iiis  wi>i 

iiid.      'nieu<-t  u-as  periM'li 

was  pursued  , 

iiid  killed.     The  ludiam 

nundxr  of  h. 

irses,  but  we  may  always 

as  h>u2  as  ani 

,■  ludiiuis  live  within  n>ae 

The  movei 

oeots    ..f  the  Spaniards 

of  coiLseciOi'iir 

■0  ill  this  .juarter.     All  th 

arms  and  am 

munition,  aud  some  of  th 

as  iu  actual  s 

ervieo.     Ordnance  and  ai 
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said  that  some  new  galleye  are  on  their  way  to  be  stationed  along  the 
livei.  Our  militia  in  this  country  is  in  a  wretched  state,  add  no 
officer  at  the  head  of  it  has  any  desire,  it  would  appear,  to  put  it  on 
a  better  footing.  I'he  nien  will  not  perform  their  duty  unless  there 
were  a  few  soldiers  in  the  country  to  enforce  obedience.  Colonel 
Tardivcau  is  gone  to  Orleans,  and  many  other  officers  are  wanting. 
There  has  not  been  a  review  these  eighteen  months  past,  so  that  it 
would  appear  we  have  no  organized  government  whatever.  Our 
courts  are  in  a  deplorable  state ;  no  order  is  kept  in  the  interior, 
and  many  times  not  held.  Prairie  r>ii  Eochcr  has  had  no  court  this 
sometime,  and  Koakaslcia  has  foiled  before.  The  magistrates,  how- 
ever, have  taken  upon  themselves  to  set  it  going  again.  I  think 
they  will  again  fail.     The  prospect  is  gloomy.' 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Alexandei 

CiKCiNXATi,  County  of  Hamilton,  Anf/.  9(/t,  1793. 
Dear  Sir: — I  have  observed  with  pkiisurc  tlie  measures  that  have 
been  pursued  to  make  it  more  apjwirfntly  the  iutorest  of  tht  west- 
em  counties'  to  comply  with  the  Excise  Law.  It  vcan  their  real  in- 
terest before  the  opposition  began  with  the  distillers,  wlio  were  in 
a  combination  against  the  people,  but  it  bns  been  fostered  since  by 
others,  and  for  very  liad  purposes.  Tt)  assist  you  tiie  little  that  may 
be  in  my  jjower,  I  will,  if  possilJe,  pnxurc  a  law  at  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature  forbidding  the  impnrtation  of  all  ardent  spirits 
into  the  Territory,  the  duties  ujHm  which  Imve  not  been  either  paid 
or  secured ;  and  if  I  should  fail  in  it,  Cungress,  I  suppose,  will  not 
leave  this  country  open  as  a  market  for  those  who  choH>se  to  disobey 
their  laws ;  and  I  mention  it  to  yon,  that  you  may  think  of  it  and 
put  it  in  train  if  it  meets  your  appmbjition.  Indeed,  wore  I  to  suc- 
ceed, I  sbcjuld  be  glad  even  to  see  tlie  law  disa|>pr<ive<l,  anil  another 
enacted  to  the  same  purjmse  by  CJougress,  fur  it  is  almuly  liuie  that 


■  TliU  reiniiindar  of  tliiii  letter  is  of  [lo  spucliil  cimfiuqiii'iicc,  but  I  ucito 
tbo  following  statomant  in  rugiird  to  prii^cs:  ''Tmir  Exci'lloncy  miiy  re- 
mcmbur  tli»  cxtrnvngaiit  prices  of  every  urtii-lc  i[i  tliis  cnuntry.  Fir^t,  tho 
article  of  clothing  is  lit  Icust  aix  hundred  per  ciMit.  iibovo  tlic  prico  nt  Pliil- 
adulphia;  and.  next,  provisions  iiro  ten  times  liigbiT  Ibiin  nt  any  Bwipnrt  in 
America,  as,  fur  example,  flour  percwt.  $r>;  purlc  per  cwt.  $20;  beof,  515.50; 
lAcon,  $30;  coffee  per  lb.  tl.&O;  sugar  per  lb.  $1 ;  molasses  pur  gal.  $4." 

'Western  counties  of  i'onnaylvunia, wlioro  the  whisky  i 
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thic  country  should  Ix?  kept  in  mind  that  wo  are  not  yel  a  part  of 
tlie  Union,  but  dopeudont  ujnm  it. 

I  have  lieiird  thnt  we  ure  threatened  with  a  war  willi  K[i»ia.  t 
hoi>c  we  shall  not  Ik-  invulved  with  any  of  the  KuTOjitau  fKmcra,  fi»r 
at  prepeut  a  war  with  "lui-  i^  nearly  allied  to  a  war  with  othera,  if 
not  all ;  but  if  the  business  were  «Itl«i  on  the  wmtiaeut,  and  tiuNin 
cursed  ludiau  wars  al  uii  riid  {of  which  1  havp  little  ho|>c)  to  th« 
western  i*(jplp  it  ivmiM  ht-  tho  most  dc«imlilc  thing  fiossililc.  I  h»Te 
a  leltCT  from  Kii>kiisKiii  i.f  the  2d  of  Juue,  which  speaks  of  the 
HpauiiLrdf  nrniiti^'  [hiTiHclve^  on  the  uji[ier  part  of  the  Miwdaaippi, 
and  I  liavc  given  an  exlniet  from  it  Ui  llie  Kecrelaiy  of  War, 
which  will  lie  commiuiii'!iti.Hi  to  you  should  he  think  it  of  ooiwe- 
qiieiice  enough.  The  [KT-im  is  a  respectatle  aud  intelligent  man. 
and  would  not  (,'ive  ttii'  iiillirmation  he  did  not  credit  liini«lf.  ^Vhco 
he  resided  iit  Detniil.  I  leieived  much  useful  iutclligcuce  tbroitgh 
faim. 

In  eonipassiori  to  a  pixAr  devil  boniflbcd  to  another  planet,  tell  me 
what  is  ddiiig  i[i  your^i,  il'  you  vaa  eualeh  a  momeitt  from  tlit*  weighty 
careti  of  your  tithee.  Whcliier  yon  do  no  or  not,  I  shall  always  find 
mystif  deeply  interested  in  your  fame  and  forltine.  I  pray  you  to 
make  my  1h'!<I  rcr'jR'etc'  lo  JIi-H.  Haiiulion,  and  with  tim  beet  viafaes 
I  can  possibly  tijrru,  I  am  Iriity  and  atiectionately,  etc. 


i 


SI,' 


-I  hil 


stund.^wiili<lsar<' 
crnnK'nCol-llieTe 
oplniim  wbleli  I  ,> 
TliHl  the  iUvhi 
Voluntary  i^ervilm 
i^hnieiit  of  crimr- 


I  .-.ii.Uhrii 
)  ihcOrdir 
u<l  I  am  in 


LiKi:  Decker, 

■jNi  ixsATi,  Ort.  II,  1793. 
tliL'  subject  of  slavery  as  it 
nee  i4'  (-Vingrresc  for  the  gov- 
'c  anil  more  confirmed  in  the 


;[iri'^scil  I 


tii'<> 


.    tlK'iriLx 


nunw.  whieh  is  th 
retMiu'tive  iipenilii 
opinion  i.ifoiiriile'1: 
frerienilly  unjust  in 
thii  L'riiied  Stiilos, 


t  ihere  shtiU  lit'  neither  atavery  nor  in- 
II  ill.'  >:i'\'\  TcrritoiT  otlierwise  than  in  the  pun- 
ii'i-ciif  ihr  piirly  !*hall  have  been  eonvicted,  was 
'hirniiiin  of  ii  princijilc  which  whs  to  govern  tbi? 
■  re^pet'liug  lliiit  matter,  and  the  court*  of  jus- 
>  UlHiil  eatH'rf  arising  afler  the  date  of  the  Ordi- 
l:!(ii  ihiy  of  .luty.  1TS7,  but  could  have  no 
«h;ileV(T;  iinil  the  jrrounda  upon  which  that 
I— I  hat.  in  the  lir.-il  ]tlaee,  retroactive  laws  being 
ln'ir  nature  have  eviT  lieen  discountennneed  in 
ml  iu  iLioft  of  them  are  positively  forbidden ; 
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and  that  slaves  being  a  species  of  property  countenanced  and  pro- 
tected in  several  of  the  States,  and  in  that  part  of  the  Territory 
which  you  inhabit,  by  the  ancient  laws,  and  had  been  acquired  un- 
der those  laws,  Congress  would  not  divest  any  person  of  that  prop- 
erty without  making  him  a  compensation,  though  they  doubtless 
had  a  right  to  determine  that  property  of  that  kind  afterwards  ac- 
quired should  not  be  protected  in  future,  and  that  slaves  importe<l 
into  the  Territory  aft«r  that  declaration  might  reclaim  their  freedom. 
And  this  I  take  to  be  the  true  meaning  and  import  of  the  clause  of 
the  Ordinance,  and  when  I  was  in  the  Illinois  coimtry  I  gave  the 
people  there  my  sentiments  on  this  subject  in  the  same  manner,  which 
made  them  easv. 

With  equal  justice  might  Congress  declare  all  the  slaves  in  the 
Southern  States  to  be  free,  without  making  the  owners  any  satisfac- 
tion, which  I  believe  no  person  ever  thought  they  had  a  right  to  do. 
But  the  sense  of  Congress  is  very  well  to  be  known  on  this  subject, 
by  what  they  have  actually  done,  viz:  by  making  it  unlawful  to 
import  into  any  of  the  States  any  nogr(>es  after  a  certain  sjx^cifie'^l 
time,  and  which  is  yet  to  come,  s<>  that  if  any  j)ers(>ii  aft<'r  tlu^  ar- 
rival of  that  period  should  import  a  cargo  of  nejrroes,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  would  all  he  free,  whik;  those  that  were  in  the  country 
before  remain  in  slavery  accordins:  to  the  former  laws. 

This  I  believe  to  l)e  the  true  construction  of  the  Ordinance,  but  I 
will  endeavor  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  judges  upon  the  point,  and 
transmit  it  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  In  the  meantime,  it 
will  not  be  improper  that  they  should  be  made  acquainted  with  mine. 


Tfiomas  Jeffeiwox  to  Goveunou  Shelby. 

Gekmantowx,  Nnvemher  0,  1793. 
Sir: — I  have  received  from  the  re])rosentative  of  Spain  here,  in- 
formation of  which  the  following  is  the  substance:  Tliat  on  the  2<l 
of  October,  four  Frenchmen,  of  the  name  of  LaChau^e,  Charh's 
Deli)eau,  Mathurin  and  Sigueux,  set  out  in  the  sta;j:e  from  Philadel- 
phia for  Kentucky ;  that  they  were  authorized  by  tlie  i\Iiuister  (►f 
France  here  to  excite  and  engage  as  many  as  they  could,  whether 
of  our  citizens  or  others,  on  tlie  rv)ad  or  within  your  government,  or 
anywhere  else,  to  undertake  an  expedition  against  the  Spanish  set- 
tlements within  our  neighborhood,  and  in  event  to  descend  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  and  attack  New  Orleans,  where  they  expected  some 
naval  co-operation ;  that  they  were  furnished  with  money  for  these 
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pnrpnm<>',  and  with  blank  commissidns,  to  tw  fille<!  nt  their  discretioi 
I  inclose  you   the  description  of   th«w  fiiur  jhtsouii,  in  the  venT'J 
words  iu  which  it  haa  been  communiciUfd  t<i  nu'. 

Huving  laid  tbiH  intViriii»ciim  before  llie  Presidi'Dt  of  the  Unite 
Stjiles,  1  hiivc  i(  in  chargrc  from  him  to  desire  yi>ur  partieubr  attei 
tioii  ti'  tli<-i>e  iien^Dns,  that  they  niay  not  l3c  permitted  to  exnNlf 
wiiliii]  iiiir  lerrilnrien,  or  carry  from  thence  auy  hostilities  into  tlioy 
l4Tril'iry  nf  S|min.     For  this  pnrpose,  it  is  more  desimblt-  that  thaw  1 
pi'iifciilili'  onuii.j  of  oiiercion  should  be  used  which  hivve  been  pro 
vidi'il  by  the  lawf,  such  as  the  binding    to    good     l)chavior  theeSi  :l 
or  iiiiy  other  jiersiius  excitiog  or  engaging  in  t\wnt  unlawful  enteP'] 
lirw-n,  iiidictiiig  them,  or  rosJirting  to  giich  other  legal  procees  a 
those  lonnicd  in  the  Uwb  of  your  State  may  advice.     Where  thei 
fail,  or  are  inadequate,  a  Buppreseion  by  the  militia  of  the  State  ha 
been  ordered  and  practiced  in  other  Slater*.     I  Impe  that  the  cid-'l 
zens  nf  Kentucky  will  not  be  decoyed  into  any  participation  ai;M 
thc;^  illejj^l  outerpriees  against  the  peace  of  their  country  by  hdtI 
effect  they  may  ex[iect  irom  them  on  the  navigiitinn  of  the  MimiiTf  1 
cippi.     Their  j?.>od  seiii'e  will  loll  them  thnt  it  is  not  to  be  affected 
Iiy  hidf  mciisuns  of  thiri  kind,  and  that  their  direst  de]>endeDce  ia 
on  tbosc  regular  measures  which  are  jiursuiu};  and  will  be  pursued 
by  the  ( Jenend  ( loveninient,  iind  which  flow  from  the  united  author- 
il'y  of  ali  the  Stiilcs. 


(iuvKCNim  St.  ('[.afi:  to  rinvi:i;>-oit  Rhkldy. 

(.■ixciNNALi,  ~th  Xomiiber,  1793. 
Sir: — I  hnve  received  ]>rrtty  direct  iutonuation,  which  I  think 
ncecs-iifv  to  couiiiiuiiicale  lo  you,  tliat  lieueral  ('larke  ha«  received 
ii  ci)riiini>-ion  from  the  piveriuneut  <if  Friinc;',  aiul  irt  about  to  raise 
a  IkhIv  of  men  in  Keiitucliy  lo  attuck  the  S|)iiiii;ih  sottlement.-s  U])on 
the  J\iis>issi[>pi.  .Sliould  a  lnisini->;'  of  this  kind  i)o  prosecuted,  the 
nation  woiihl  |.ri.bably  be  involv.'d  io  very  serious  difficulty,  as  well 
as  the  country  over  uhicli  yuu  have   the    honor  immediatelv    to 

It  would  npp.-ar  that  snnie  measures  to  counteniet  it  should  be 
taken  immediately,  more  especially  il'  it  be  true,  what  report  Pays, 
that  a  hiri^e  sum  of  moju'y,  a  payum-tev.  and  a  number  of  French 
officers  have  arrived  nt  llie  Fulls  of  (Hiio,  and  a  number  of  bi>ats 
for  the  expedition  alrca<ly  adually  hii.I  down.  Thei-e  can  Ije  no 
doubt,  a  matter  of  this  kind  wuuhl  ie>t  escape  your  vigilance,  but  aa 
I  got  the  account  of  it  in  ii  manner  that  would  not,  probably,  reach 


Mk 
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you,  I  thought  it  a  duty  to  give  it  over,  which  must  be  my  excuse 
for  troubling  you  at  this  time. 

I  am  sorry,  sir,  that  the  first  time  I  have  occasion  to  write  to  you 
I  am  obliged  to  do  it  by  another  person.  I  am  so  ill  as  not  to  be 
able  to  write  at  all. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

[No  date  or  pla4X.'] 
The  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  from  Germantown 
oii  the  9th  November,  came  to  hand  on  the  2d  instant.  I  had,  some 
time  ago,  received  information  of  an  enterprise  being  intended 
against  the  Spanish  settlements,  to  be  conducted  by  General  Clarke, 
from  Kentucky,  of  which  I  gave  information  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  to  Governor  Shelbv,  and  recommended  to  the  last  to  take 
some  measures  to  prevent  the  execution  of  it. 

The  Frenchmen  you  mention,  I  have  heard,  are  in  Kentucky; 
and  it  is  not  improbable  they  may  attempt  to  induce  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Illinois  country,  to  prevent  which  I  have  issued 
a  proclamation  requiring  them  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality  toward 
SjKiin,  and  warning  them  against  the  said  Frenchmen.  I  must 
l>eg  leave  to  observe,  that  whatever  aspect  the  desiirn  may  have 
assumed,  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  it  by  the  militia  oi'  this  Govern- 
ment, for  the  settlements  are  so  distant  from  each  other,  and  so  weak 
in  themselves,  that  the  small  numbers  which  could  be  collected 
would  be  inadequate,  and  most  probably  collected  too  late,  if  it  was 
necessary.  But  I  shall  direct  the  civil  and  military  officers  to  use 
every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  any  of  the  inhabitants  from 
joining  the  said  Frenchmen;  and,  although  I  doubt  not  you  have 
made  the  same  communications  to  General  Wavne  which  vou  have 
done  to  me,  I  sliall  transmit  to  him  a  copy  of  that  part  of  your  let- 
ter in  which  you  desire  me  to  request  the  assistance  of  the  officer 
commanding  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  the  effi?ctual  sup- 
pression of  the  design,  and  shall  suggest  to  him  that  it  may  be 
proper  to  order  the  officer  commanding  the  horse  wliich  are  now  in 
Kentucky  to  furnish  such  assistance  to  Governor  Shelby  as  he  may 
require  for  that  purpose. 


A  proclamation.* 


Whereas,  a  war  at  present  exists  in  Europe  between  France,  on  the 

*  Within  a  month  after  the  proclamation  of  Governor  St.  Chiir  was  issued, 
the  following  public  nutico  from  General  George  Rogers  Clarke  appeared, 
VOD.  II.— 21 
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uue  part,  uuil  certain  other  powen  nn  the  oilier  jiart,  atitl  ulLbuagb  tUe 

and  was  prinltd  in  the  Nimti  nninber  of  thu  "Ceiitinel  uf  tlio  Nttrth-WMtMn 

Tprritory," 

OinciKKATt,  Janunry  SG,  lT9i. 
Oeorgr-R.CInrkr.  F-r.  Mrj-r  "r"T"""  "■'■—~-j  ■•'  "r-r-r.  -rr-'l^-nmnni/tr 
m-Cklef  of  Ihr  Freoeh  Retolutionary  Lf^ona  on  tht  Mliittlppi  Rtexr : 
ritnl'iWAM 
For  raifing  volunleer*  for  the  reduclion  of  Ibt)  Spuniih  pofts  on  the  Mit- 
sis.'^lppi,  for  i>|u'iilii!;  lliB  tntde  of  tlio  imid  rlvcr,  and  gWlng  lYevdom  lo  ju  in- 
All  porsuiia  serving  tho  expedition  to  be  entllW  to  one  thousand  ucret  of 
land;  thuso  thut  pngage  for  un#  yoar  will  Iw  entitled  In  two  tboiuand  acrea; 
if  Ihry  serve  tw  jvnn,  or  during  tlio  prceent  wnr  with  Franco,  Ihoy  will 
have  threo  t^uiisnnd  Hcroi  of  any  iinnppfopriRtod  land  that  may  be  c«ii- 
qupred.  Tlio  i^filcprt  in  proportion  pay,  eU'.,  u  other  Proneh  troop*.  All 
lawfiil  plmidur  will  bo  eqlwUy  ilividi'd,  Hgrarabl;  t..  the  cuvtocn  of  wnr.  All 
neL-e«siiri«9  will  bo  provided  for  the  entorpriKi,  nnd  every  premntion  tMlua 
to  cause  the  return  of  tfaoH  who  wish  to  quit  tho  lorvlco,  hr  i-omrartable  M 
puisililo,  nnd  a  rcusonabte  number  of  days  aDowod  them  to  retom,  at  the 
expirtiliiin  of  whieb  tiniE,  their  pay  will  ecain.  AH  peraona  will  bo  (XHniniB- 
sioni'd  Bgwnblj  to  the  numbar  of  men  they  bring  into  tho  Held,  Tbofe 
tliat  »erve  the  expedition  will  have  their  choiue  of  receiving  their  bnds  or 
one  dolliir  per  duy,  G.  It.  Clarke. 

Defpile  his  frequent  nnd  severe  sttncfcs  of  iUneas  during  1703,  (Juvernor 
St.  Chiir  WHS  very  iittenlivo  tn  the  wiints  of  the  irihiihitiints  of  the  Terri- 

tury,  imi]  giivu  ii  i,'re.it  drill  of  li in  iiiding  Generiil   ■\Viiyne  to  form  ills 

army  for  I  lie  tiniil  etp"dition  aL;nin)'t  Ihu  wiirlike  1ndi:iiig.  Tiii'se  move- 
niRuls  niul  iii'^nitiiitiaiis  fur  pi'iiee  will  be  foinid  defcribed  in  Voliniie  I,  L-h.  vii. 
Fur  detiiil^  uf  iilfi.iiil  triintiui'tions.  the  t^tiidenl  of  lii.~tury  is  referred  to  the 
niBnii!eri|il  reenrds  of  the  prneui'diiiga  of  the  Governor  uf  tlio  Territory 
Korlh-wi'^t  of  ilie  Ohio.' 

([>  orririAi.  Uecorrs,  17!)3. 


ii>  (iu!.B.  eiuigii,  list  Miller. 
Cuniiuiin  rlcan.  Hamilton  County, 
ji  iMifoilh,  WlUluin  Wells,  William 
MM  rummis'lon  wiis  refused  by  the 
it  ilirniigh  Mr,  Ludlow.  The  com- 
[.lEUBiirc  el  Ihe  ([overnor.^'  In  tbe 
■inlil  uul  Btn.ip  to  tlic  Indlsnily  of 
isiire."  iinrt  thattliey  preferred  the 

tliul  llie  tenure  in  the  eouimission 


■M 
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United  States  are  allied  to  France,  yet  they  are  not  parties  in  this 

was  the  (tame  as  in  commission  of  the  Governor  and  his  own,  namely,  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  President;  and  that  they  had  only  two  options,  eilher  to  acceptor 
reject  the  commission.  The  judges  did  neither ;  they  continued  to  carry  on  the 
court  under  the  original  commission  issued  by  Governor  St  Clair.  Such  a  commo- 
tion was  created  by  this,  and  by  the  difficulties  between  Secretary  Sargent  and 
Judges  Symmes  and  Turner,  that  Governor  St.  Clair  hastened  back  to  his  govern- 
ment  to  quell  the  storm.  How  he  ejected  it  will  be  shown  by  the  correspondence 
above. 

June  18th.— A  proclamation  was  issued  prohibiting  the  cutting  or  carrying  away 
of  timber  on  Government  lands.  On  same  day,  George  Gordon  was  appointed  Cor- 
oner, vice  Buntin.  resigned. 

July  3d.— James  Barrett  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

July  23d. -The  Judges  of  Knox  County  were  called  on  to  enforce  the  law  prohibit- 
ing the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  Indians.  Henry  Vanderburgh,  J.  F.  Vigo  and 
Robert  Buntin  were  appointed  a  committee  to  take  charge  of  the  business,  and  to 
supply  Indians  visiting  Vincennes  such  quantity  of  spirits  as  should  seem  to  them 
proper. 

July  23d.— Exra  Freeman  was  appointed  United  States  Attorney  for  Hamilton 
County,  vice  Dunn,  resigned, 

July  2jth.— Governor  St.  Clair,  who  had  returned  to  the  Territory,  issued  the  fol- 
lowing 

Proclamation: 

Whereas,  The  circumstances  of  the  Territory  njqnirc  a  meeting  of  the  I^egislature 
at  a.s  early  a  period  as  convx^nicntly  may  be,  I  have  tliought  pr<)i>er  to  issue  tliis,  my 
proflamatiou,  requiring  the  lA'gialature  of  the  said  Territory  to  meet  at  the  town  of 
Cincinnati,  in  the  County  of  Hnrailton,  on  the  first  day  of  September  next  ensuing, 
of  which  the  nienibors  respectively  are  hereby  directed  to  take  notice,  and  govern 
themselves  accordintfly. 

Given  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  G  ivernor,  at  Marietta,  the  25th  day  of  July, 
17U3. 

August  6th.— The  Governor,  having  adjusted  the  difficulty  with  the  Judges  of  Ham- 
ilton (.'ounty,  rc-coninilssioned  them. 

August  yth.— Abaolum  Murtin  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Washington 
County,  and  Winthrop  Sargent  was  authorized  to  administer  the  oath  to  all  officers 
prescribed  by  act  of  United  States. 

August  11th.— Nathaniel  Massie  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Hamilton 
County. 

September  )2t\\.— Public  Notice  by  the  Governor:  The  Commander-in-Chief  [General 
Anthony  Wayne]  of  the  army,  having  coniniunicatod  the  information  by  him  re- 
ceived, viz:  that  the  negotiations  with  the  hostile  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  estal>- 
lisliing  peace,  were  broljen  off  witliout  that  purpose  being  effccte<i. 

The  Governor  has  tliouglit  proper  to  notify  the  same  to  the  inliabitants,  that  they 
may  be  upon  their  guard  against  any  attempt  which  may  l>e  made  upon  them  by  tlie 
snid  Indians;  and  the  militia  otlicers  are  directed  to  ho  diliurcnt  and  exact  in  fulHIling 
the  duties  required  by  law,  and  to  attend,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  tlie  inspection 
of  the  arms  and  accoutcrments  of  llio  respectivtr  companies. 

September  19th.— John  Stiles  Gano  was  appointed  prothonotary  of  tlie  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  clerk  of  the  (.'ourt  of  General  Quarter-Sessions  of  the  peace  for 
Hamilton  County,  vice  Samuel  Swan,  deceased. 

September  21st. — The  (lovernor  issued  a  proclamation,  setting  Wednesday,  tlie  2-")th 
inst,  apart  to  be  observtrd  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  imploring  the  aid  and 
bl'.'.>isingof  Divine  Providence  with  tlie  army  of  the  United  States,  about  to  niarcli 
against  the  hostile  tribes  of  Indians. 

October  1st.— John  Armstrong,  of  Columbia,  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
Hamilton  County. 

October  10th.— John  Westfall,  Coroner  of  Knox  County,  ricr.  Christopher  Wyant 
and  Christopher  Wyant  Slierifl".  vice  John  Small,  resigned.  Robert  Buntin.  gentle- 
man, Register  and  Xotary  Public  for  same  county,  vire  John  Mills,  removed. 

Tlic  Governor  ismed  a  proclamation  that  authority  had  been  given  to  Luke  Decker 


The.  St.  Clair  I'apsrs. 


war,  but  arc  at  |)eitce  vritli  i\w  otlmr  [wwrrN,  ond  purlu^ulsrly  nitb3 
8paiD,  fnim  which  political  siluatioo  results  by  the  law?  of  tuttioil 
the  duties  of  au  exact  uoulrality  aud  a  coaduct  perfectly  equal  a 
impartial  tnwanls  all  tLi>  btlligL-rcut  piiwers,  the  otKiervati»u  i 
which  neutrality  has  bccu  t-njoinixl  iijmiii  lliv  oilixcns  of  the  Uoitfl 
8tutcs>  by  the  President,  in  his  iiroclamutinn  of  tbo  22cl  April,  17! 
And  it  having  bocD  commituiaitcd  ti>  nic  through  the  Secretarj'  of  1 
War,  that  iho  representatives  of  Spain  have  made  reprotH-ntationa  | 
to  liini  of  the  dusigns  of  oerlain  Krenehnicii  by  the  namea  of  L«"J 
Chaise,  Charles  Del])eaii,  Mutliuriu  and  Sigiieux,  Ui  excite  and  eugage  1 
as  many  as  they  co:ild,  wliclhBr  your  <!{tizenaur  utbcn,  to  undertake  aa 
expeditiiiii  against  the  Spanish  Bottlrmcnts  within  our  neighburhou 
1  have  thiiuirijt  fit  to  issue  this  rrmlnmathiri,  retptiriug  all  the  Ja* 
hnbilanl^  of  the  Territ<ir}'  of  the  United  Htatea  norlh-wcrt  of  tl 
Ohio,  and  tliey  arc  honiby  re^iuircd  aixl  coninmudiKl  to  ubeerve  mA 
strict  neutrality  towarda  Spain,  to  abstain  from   every  hoatilitoj 
against  the  puhjccts  or  settlements  of  thai  crown,  and  forbidding  ai 
and  every  of  the  said  inhabitants  to  join  themselvei'  tu  the  said  I 
GbaiBe,  Charles  Delpeau,  Mathurin  and  fii^eux,  iir  either  of  them  ifi" 
any  attempt  they  may  meditate  apiinst  the  SgNtnish  settlements  on  the 
Mississippi,  or  in  aid  or  iibct  them  in  the  same  in  any  manner  n-hat 
ever ;  and  nli  persuns  who  uiny  nlfcnd  may  depend  upon  being  prose- 
cnled  iiiid  ptmi^lu-d  wiili  thc\ilmost  ri^ior  of  the  law.     And  I  do 
hur.>bv  rerniin'  atui  coiiiuiiinil  all  ottiecr,-,  oivil  and  military,  to  use 
ih.-ir'iilmMst   etuh-uvor:.   to   prevent  the  said  LaCl-aise,  i>el])cmi, 
Miilhuriu  ami  Sji:neux,  <ij'  eilher.  from  loakiog  any  levies  of  men, 
or  iitlu'r  jircpavaticm  within  the    Tcrrit.iry,  and  to  imprison  them 
sliouhl  tlicy  have  the  audacity  Iei  attempt  it,  and  to  re^-trnin  all  and 
every  of  llie  inhabitants  fnim  joining  themselves  to  them  or  either 
of  them. 

\«  ii.iiiiiiiisUT  I'.UIis.  us  |irr-.TilH.>il  in  ihc  .1.1  of  c.mjiri'Bs,  to  ttiv  Slu^rlffnml  Coroner 
of  Knox  I'.iiinlv. 

Oi'tulnT  mth.— Jolin  Greon  uii|M)inl.;rl  Captuin  of  th(!  First  Rceimcnt  of  Hamilton 
<;oui>ty.  lice  Roburl  Dunlin,  n-niuvi-rl  l<  Vliu'cnnps. 

rp?f([nc<l.    Samuel 


ilicn  Ki'Oilcr.  Lii^u 


nimoii  Plea 
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In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Territory  to 
be  affixed  to  these  presents,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand.  Done 
at  the  city  of  Marietta,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  the  7th  day 
of  December,  1793,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
the  eighteenth  year.  Arthur  St.  Clair. 


Judge  Turner  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

ViNCENNEs,  June  J4f7i,  1794. 

Sir: — I  had  not  been  long  here  before  I  discovered  that  some 
abuses  had  taken  place  through  the  artifices  of  certain  individuals, 
one  of  whom  is  Henry  Vanderburgh,  Esquire,  judge  of  probate 
and  a  justice  of  the  peace ;  another  is  Captain  Abner  Prior,  of  the 
army. 

As  it  Is  my  determination  to  impeach  Vanderburgh  l^efore  the 
Territorial  Legi.^hiture,  1  moutiou  it  here,  lest  the  party  accused 
should  try  to  elude  the  punishment  that  may  await  him  in  case  of 
conviction,  by  ottering  your  Excellency  his  commission  as  ju<lge  of 
probate.  I  pledge  myself  to  i)roduce  satisfactory  proofs  of  his 
guilt. 

With  respect  to  Captain  Prior,  I  must  observe  that,  for  some 
time  past,  he  has  acted  an  extraordinary  part.  He  terms  himself 
agent  for  ludiau  attairs  on  the  Wabash,  and  assumes  powers  that 
may  interfere  with  those  which  belong  to  the  Superintendent  of  In- 
dian attairs.  Tliis  assumed  agency  has,  I  conceive,  been  exercised 
in  a  manner  derogatory  to  the  dignity  and  ])rejudicial  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States.  It  appears,  in  short,  to  have  been  hitherto) 
a  system  of  Job-making  for  the  sole  benefit  of  Vanderburgh  and 
Prior.     The  inclosed  ])apers  may  throw  some  light  on  the  matter. 

In  addition  to  what  I  have  already  observed,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  mention  that  certain  f)ersons  here  have  lately  been  guilty 
of  a  violent  outrage  a<rainst  the  laws.  Tliev  were  emi)loved  by 
Vanderburgh  to  seize  and  forcibly  carry  away  two  negroes,  a  man 
and  his  wife,  who  are  free  bv  the  Constitution  of  the  Territory,  and 
who,  being  held  by  him  as  slaves,  has  applied  to  me  for  the  writ  of 
habea*s  corpus,  [out]  in  attirmance  of  their  freedom.  The  outrage 
was  accompanied  with  some  acts  of  cruelty  toward  the  unfortunate 
blacks.  I  have  caused  several  of  tlie  ott(  ndcrs  to  be  apprehended, 
but  others  of  them  were  encouraged  by  Vanderburgh  to  resist  the 
execution  of  process,  and  in  one  instance  this  was  actually  done  by 
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ilmiviug  n  Vnlfe  upDn  the  flfacriff,  Such  of  the  ofl^uileni,  liovevdr, 
KB  were  uot  t»kfn  htvc  since  xurrendcrvd  them«elvcii,  and,  ftill  of 
contrition  fur  their  mi«couduct,  have  nm)ily  rx[KM(sl  the  macbiiia- 
tioiis  of  JudfTP  Vanderburgh  in  thin  ncfitrion*  buvini'M,  and  who 
now  appears  to  have  Ikh-h  the  inetigator  of  the  resiaiance  that  wa« 
made.  There  is  reason  to  bi'licvo  that  Prior  was  privy  tu  and  aid- 
iujr  in  this  trausactioD. 

The  very  long  absence  of  Mr.  ^anintd  Uaird,  prothonutary  niid 
cierk  for  thic  county,  has  bcrn  rcpreseiil^-d  to  iiic  by  the  miigislralcs 
Bs  ft  great  grievance.  His  brtither  wils,  it  wcnii",  deputed  to  net  for 
him,  but  has  delegated  his  duties  to  Vuiiderburgh,  and  in  this  there 
is  certainly  an  impropriety,  fur  the  latter  is  a  magistrate.  Besides, 
he  has  committed  frequent  abuses,  as  acting  prothonotary,  by  ieeuiug 
blank  writs,  which  the  pIuiQtit&  are  left  to  fill  np  in  what  mauuer 
they  please,  and  there  is  no  legal  ehurueter  Ix-.n'  to  advise  them  how 
to  do  it.  The  French  tubabitaiils,  I  mean  such  nf  them  o^  yet 
hold  their  lutid  rights,  fur  by^  far  the  greater  part,  having  neither 
patience  nor.  m  tliey  eay,  much  confidence  left  in  the  promi^  of 
Cii'voriiment,  have  sold  their  rights  for  little  or  nothing — pueb  in- 
habitanl»<,  I  say,  express  the  greatest  anxiety  to  see  Mr.  Baird,  or 
Home  other  surveyor,  in  order  that  their  resi>cctive  lands  may  be 
laid  ofl'ftiKl  usnertained.  For  the  want  of  this,  nnmbcrs  of  the  poor 
l>eui)le  arc  obliged  to  rent  the  soil  of  tli.-ir  n.-iKhl-rs. 


Cr 


KUNOlt   St.    fl-AIR  TO   THE  .SECRETARY  OF  StATE. 


[  ir;(/io"(  j^ace  or  date],  1794. 
Wr  j — I  am  sorry  to  .^oe,  from  the  |iii!)lic  pajwrs,  that  the  French 
Minister  hiis  h.rn  llir  ■>l■l-a^i"n  of  iineasiiR>^es  in  the  Atlantic  StatO!^, 
and  I  think  it  my  dniy  t..  apprise  yuii  IJmt.  from  inforiiiatiou  I  have 
receive*!,  it  is  proliiible  his  iiiacliimilions  iiro  not  coiitined  to  those 
Stales,  but  (■\ten<l  tu  this  .■mmirv  also.  The  repirt,  as  1  have  it,  is 
that  he  has  made  pr-pisiti.^n.  to  (Mneral  flarke  to  mise  a  Ijody  of 
men  in  Keiilmky,  anil  iilinrk  llii'  Spauisli  seltlemeiits  iu  Louisiana, 
an.l  (hilt,  as  snoii  as  he  was  able,  two  shi|>s  of  the  line  and  three 
frij.'ates  .-lioiild  lii' M>tii  into  the  Mississippi  to  c<Mi[H'rate  with  hini, 
and  that  he  (the  Minister)  eouated  upon  ijic  {leneml  rising  of 
the  I'rencji  inliabilants.  Tlu>  comnnmii'alions  between  the  Minis- 
ter ami  (o'tieni]  Clarke  pa-s,  it  is  sai'l,  tlmitigh  a  Mr.  Michean,  at 
Lexinglori,  a  i>ersoii  who  gives  out  that  he  is  employed  by  you  to 
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gather  materials  for  a  natural  history  of  this  country.  It  is  farther 
stated  that  (iencral  Clarke  has  come  into  the  project,  provided  two 
thousand  dollars  are  advanced  him,  of  which  Mr.  Micheau  has 
given  him  assurances. 

I  think  that  circumstances  and  the  state  of  the  public  mind  are 
such  as  to  enable  any  agent  Mr.  Genet  may  have  in  that  part  of  the 
country  to  consummate  a  scheme  of  invasion.  There  would  be  no 
lack  of  leaders.  The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  which  the  people 
so  ardently  pant  for,  and  which  they  are  very  little  prepared  to 
avail  themselves  of,  even  if  it  were  free,  would  seem  to  be  within 
grasp,  and  they  will  shut  their  eyes  to  the  difficulties  until  too  late 
to  draw  back,  and  the  mischief  to  the  whole  country  be  done. 

General  Wayne  marched  from  hence  this  day  week,  and  had  the 
finest  weather  one  ever  saw ;  not  a  drop  of  rain,  and  no  frost  as  yet 
It  is  reported  that  the  Indians  are  assem- 
bled about  a  thousand  strong  ncnr  the  same  place  where  they  met 
me.  There  is  evory  reajSDU  to  liopo  that  he  will  \r\\-G  a  good  account 
fif  them,  aud  that  i)eace  may  be  restored  upon  good  terms,  for  which 
I  do  most  fervently  and  sincerely  pray. 


Sec^retary  Sargent  to  Captain  Pierce. 

Cincinnati,  September  Sth,  1794. — 6  o'clock  p.  M. 

Sir : — Since  I  parted  from  you  I  have  too  sufficient  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  attempts  vmi/y  indeed,  will  be  made  ujxm  the  lives  of  the 
Choctaw  Indians  this  night ;  and,  although  1  have  ordered  out  a 
militia  guard,  and  shall  make  every  possible  exertion  to  prevent 
mischief,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  can  not  be  done  unless  you  take 
the  Indians  into  the  fort  immediatelv. 

I,  therefore,  presume  thus,  in  writing,  to  reiterate  my  advice,  and 
stand  exculpated  under  all  jmssible  circumstances.* 

*The  following  niilitiii  ordor  wus  also  issued: 

Twenty  privutcs  tVoin  tiio  niililia,  with  the  duo  complement  of  non-com- 
mi:?sioned  oflScers,  to  bo  puraded  imrnodiatcfly,  at  Mr,  Cutter's,  near  the 
church-yard.  Major  Gano  will  command  this  party,  and  make  such  dis- 
positions as  shall  seem  best  calculated  to  e.-tablish  and  preserve  order  at 
Cincinnati,  and  afford  protection  to  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

Colonel  Sargent,  with  the  civil  otfuers  of  the  town,  and  some  private 
gentlemen,  will  reinforce  this  guard  at  an  early  hour. 

WiNTiiRop  Sargent, 

G)mt)ianding  the  Militta. 

The  lawlessness  of  the  mob  in  Cincinnati  was  certainly  very  great,  for 
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8i:citirrAR\-  Sarqest  to  Judok  McMoxATf. 


Sir.-— It  lias 
conimitteil  it|Hi[i 
the  laws  of  ihf 
cinnuti,  arnit'd 

I  wwh  yo\i,  i: 
prumpl,  iifppssii 
reiteration  of  si 
dians,  but  uf  f. 

I  mcntKin  to 
fnrnmtiiiii  in  lli 


CiNoiNSATi,  Sqit.  M.  1794.— 4  rfulock,  p.  M. 
\ieea  Tiiprcscnted  U)  inc  ibat  grcnt  viulouce  has  be«i> 
II  party  uf  Choct»w  ludinns  undci  the  prntijoliuii  ol 


Territory,  by  u  uuinWr 
with  clubs,  (.'tc. 
ininedialely  upon  receipt 
and  legal  [iieaeurea 


u  of  the  Uma  of  Ciu- 


this,  to  pursue  the  moBt 
correct  and  prevent  the 
outrages,  for  the  lives,  not  only  of  the  said  In- 
hume of  the  luhabitAnts  aigo,  may  be  sacrificed  by 

you  Um  name  of  a  Mr.  nopklns  fur  particulAr  in- 
']>'  unfortunate  afliiir.' 

not  uuly  u-tTQ  (111'  fi'icndljr  Indiinii  HMHilod  wilh  cluhs  und  fttimes  and  gtUM, 
but  Iwn  tiiilU  wen'  1iri<d  into  tile  dwelling  uf  JJMrMary  Ijnrgent,  and  for  wv. 
vrul  iiiglils  viiili'tii'i-  rnii  riut  in  the  etrrnt*  of  Iha  luwn.  The  county  cuuft 
piiyiiig  Till  Ntii'rii.iori  li,  tbo  matter,  wben  tbu  0nltud  8t«l«»  man  met,  tbe 

SciTutBry  nddrf^-a  i>  onmmunifntinn  to  .Iiidgp  Putnntn,  repiliti!-  the  finlJ 
niul  .i>kud  n>r  II  f'pi'.'liil  in.iiiiry.  II.-  aU<>  ^:|lia  tliat.  unless  Che  hatred  of  the 
vl.l  |.i..iM',Ts  n-iiiiiit  tli«  liulii.iis  toiild  hr.  i-ontrolk-d,  it  would  lund  tu  surimis 


of  llicfoi-liii^'i  ,>f  Uir-  ,.],] 


',  tlifi 


ic'd  : 


'■Xc,  111  ]mj-  the 


"Wi'.  thi'  siibsiTilH'r.i.  tlierufciro.  bciiiij  numiiiiit'.'d  uii<l  iiiipninli'd  to  superin- 
tPiid  iMi-  bu:iiiu-.-i  r.f  ciiUi'.'Liiis  mid  ]Miyiiigliio  nl..lll^y  lliiishiili^i'ribf.'d,  liereby 
yivo  tiMti.r-lliiit  tin;  folliAviiii;  iiniiM^-ciiu'iit  i,,  iiiiidu  fur  lliu  reward  tii  be 
givin  r.ir  Indinn  s('«lii!=,  tu  by  tiiki'ji  ii[id  iiri.duivd  within  tliu  pvriiid  of 
lb.-  IMili  diiy  ff  Aj^ril  IilU  p.i.-t.  mid  llni  2.Mli  .lay  "f  Di'iwiiiber  next  en- 
^uiii'^.  mill  within  lb-  buiiudarius  f.-llowiii;;.  to  wit:  ISeginnJiiS! «"  tlie  Ohii., 
t.ii  i.iibs  iil-no  ihii  niLUlborihi.'  Liltl.'  Miniiii.  on  lulirvct  line  llieiice  north- 
wiirdly  tb.--^»nic  di;liin.i- fium  tlic  ■^iiid  ^liiinii.  until  it  sliall  extend  twenty- 
flvu  miles  iiliuvu  whtri:  Uunnur's  truce  first  trusses  tlie  euid  Miuuii;  thence, 


Correspondence,  Addresses,  Etc. 


329 


Secretary  Sargent  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Cincinnati,  Territory  of  tiie  United  States 
North-west  of  the  Oino,  November  20,  1794. 

Sir: — Upon  the  6th  iustaut,  was  apprehended  at  this  place  Chris- 
topher Cunningham  and  one  of  the  inhabitants  by  the  name  of 
Daniel  Duffy,  for  **  aiding  and  comforting  the  insurgents  of  the 
w.estern  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  contrary  to  the  President's  proc- 
lamation," and  compelled  to  enter  into  recognizance  in  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  each,  to  answer  the  same  at  the  general  court 
of  this  Territory. 

At  the  same  time,  warrants  were  issued  for  Hugh  Huffman,  John 
McClure,  John  Taylor,  and  James  Tern pleton,  all  of  whom,  together 
with  Cunningham,  are  from  Wasliington  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
by  force  of  arms  opposed  the  taking  of  the  Mr.  Bradford,  an  in- 
surgent, from  on  board  a  boat  upon  the  Ohio,  some  few  days  ante- 


due  west,  orossiiJi;  tlie  said  I^ittle  Miami,  until  it  sliall  extend  ten  mUes  west 
of  the  GriMit  .Miami;  thi-nce,  suuthwurdiy,  k^epinir  the  distance  often  miles 
from  the  said  Great  Miami,  to  the  Ohio;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the  said 
River  Oliio  to  the  beginning;  that  for  every  scalp,  having  the  right  ear  ap- 
pendant, of  the  first  ten  Indians  who  shall  be  killed  within  the  time  and 
limits  aforesaid  by  those  who  are  subscribers  to  the  said  articles,  shall,  when- 
ever  collected,  be  paid  the  sum  of  o)ie  hundred  luid  thirtij-six  dollars ;  and 
for  every  scalp  of  the  likft  number  of  Indians,  liaving  the  right  ear  append- 
ant, who  shall  be  killed  within  the  time  and  limits  aforesaid,  bv  those  who 
are  not  subscribers,  the  Federal  troop  excepted,  shall,  whenever  collected,  bo 
paid  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  for  every  scalp,  having  the  right 
ear  appendant,  of  the  second  ten  Indians  who  shall  be  killed  within  the 
time  and  limits  aforesaid  bv  those  who  are  subscribers  to  said  articles,  shall, 
whenever  collected  as  aforesaid,  be  paid  the  sum  <»f  one  hundred  and  seven- 
iee^i  dollars ;  and  for  every  scalp,  having  the  right  ear  appendant,  of  the 
said  second  ten  Indians  who  shall  be  killed  within  the  time  and  limits  afore- 
said, by  those  who  are  not  subscribers  to  the  said  articles,  except  before  ex- 
cepted, shall,  whenever  collected,  be  paid  the  sum  of  ))utety/-ficc  dollars. 

Cineinnali — 

Lkvi  Woodward, 
Dakius  C.  Ojicutt, 
Jam?:s  Lyons, 
Columbia — 

William  Brown, 
Ignatius  Ross, 
John  PvEily, 

Commiiice. 


cedent  Ut  the  5t1] ;  ji 
tu  pass  down  the  riv 


n,-  St.  Clair  Popa-a. 
MKH^tcil  iiLin  US  fur  lis  tbi^  plane,  and  Md«d  turn 


GovERsoK  i^T.  Clair  to  JtrnaE  Ti-khek. 

Maiiietta,  Defvmbtr  14th,  1794. 

Sir: — I  liavo  lately  bocu  honored  with  a  ]i'lt>T  fnjra  you  of  the 
14th  of  June  last,  covering'  mrtoiii  puiKTu  riliiliiifi  to  Captain  Prior 
and  Mr.  Vaniler burgh,  tlirough  the  fi<'tT*.'tftry  cf  Stittc.  Il  gives  me 
pain  that  you  should  meet  with  any  olMtruetiiiu  in  eseroiaing  the 
fuuctioDs  of  your  offici',  luit  I  must  feel  it  more  pensihiy  when  that 
ohstructiou  pi-occcd^  from  any  offierr  i>f  thu  (.lovernmenL  Air. 
Vanderburgh,  I  am  n  piTf'oi'l  Ktraiiger  Ui,  but  lie  wbs  reeom mended 
to  me  us  the  niogl  proper  pereon  in  that  cimntry  t<»  fill  thu  office  he 
now  holdx,  aud  you  are  very  eeasible  how  difBeiilt  it  ia  tu  find  per- 
aona  ia  a  new  eouutry  who  are  duly  qualifiwl  iitr  aiiy  iiffice;  yet  that 
nor  any  other  eonKider-.ilii'ii  will  ever  induce  nie  t»  ciiiitiuue  a  man 
who  does  not  dieiihar^e  hi.i  trust  with  fidelity.  I  would  have  wished, 
sir,  that  you  had  h!ut«d  at  the  nature  of  tlie  tihuacs  ho  has  beon 
guilty  of. 

If  they  are  such  as  are  punishable  by  law,  upon  being  informed, 
I  will  dirt't't  a  jirusccutiou,  which  I  believe  is  the  only  mi>de,  and 
that  may  he  doue,  if  1  niii^lake  nut,  as  well  after  removal  from  o&ioe 
as  during  the  im'umbencv.  A-*  to  auy  iiupfjichment  before  the 
Tt^rritorial  Le^nsliitUR',  I  woiiiil  luhc  tlic  liberty  to  suggest  to  you 
that  they  luivu  no  power  to  try  im  [teach  nients.  If  Mr.  Vander- 
burgh Itaa  been  guilty  of  aliuiJea  iti  his  office  (aud  I  am  sure  vou 
wiiuhl  not  acciiw  him  without  just  grounds),  it  is  improper  that  he 
siboiilil  nuithuic  In  it  ohc  ninmcnt  lityond  what  can  be  avoided.  I 
nuist,  tlicRliin.'.  TOvjiiCJ't  that  you  nill,  as  soon  as  may  be,  furnish 


i 


nie  witli  the  rJuirirf:*  ii;r 

in>t  him.  ami  a.  summary  of  the  proofs  that 

raav  have  couj.;  i,i  yi. 

r  kiioulfdgc.  aud  it  shall  be  instantly  re- 

viewed,  and  proserin:.. 

onliTod  iigainst  him,  if  the  offense  be  in- 

dictable. 

Cuplaiu  Prior,  nr  lii^ 

Imliiiu  (igcncy,  I  know  nothing  alxiut,  but 

as  I  have  ]ieur<!  tlmt  lit 

is  \ulli  tlie  army,  tluit  business  I  suppose  is 

over.      A»  lie  WLis   not 

if  my  .■ippotnlmeiit,  I  am  ignorant  both  of 

'Al'llic  tiiiif(ltu>  i"i'lii 

Into  lluiir,  Ihfi  SciTclHn- 

Id'cU'iI  r..])luill   Pii-rci;,  ofFortWHflhin^n,  to 

Band  out  Iwelvn  'tildiiTfl.  u 

ndc-r  II  trii-ly  iifficor,  In  Bssist  Iha  sheriff  in  appre- 

hQrnliii2llii'[iiT.-."i,  whu  i 

isi^lod  UriLdford  tu  tst'ape. 
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the  nature  and  extent  of  the  authority  he  may  have  been  clothed 
with ;  the  papers  referred  to  are  of  no  use  to  me,  and  I  have  returned 
them  to  you  inclosed. 

The  arresting  of  some  of  the  persona  who  resisted  the  sheriff,  and 
the  submission  of  others,  will,  probably,  put  an  end  to  any  further 
attempts  of  that  nature,  hot  the  affair  of  the  slaves  is,  I  am  afraid,  a 
source  of  discontent  that  will  not  very  soon  l)e  stopped.  ,,^ 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  oflcr  you  my  opinion  upon  the  subject,  which 
is  shortly  this:  that  the  declaration  in  our  Constitution,  that  there 
shall  be  no  clavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  Territory,  ap- 
plies to,  and  can  be  taken  advantage  of  only  by,  those  slaves  who  may 
have  been  imported  since  the  establishment  of  that  Constitution. 
Slavery  was  established  in  that  country  when  it  was  under  the 
dominion  of  France.  It  was  continued  when  it  fell  under  that  of 
Great  Britain ;  and,  again,  under  Virginia,  a  part  of  the  Territory 
of  which  it  was  considered  by  tliat  Slate  until  the  cession  thereof 
made  to  C'ougri'ss ;  and  whether  that  construction  of  the  State  was 
ill  or  well  formc<l,  the  acceptation  of  the  ci^ssion  hy  CVmgress  con- 
firmed it  to  all  intents  an<l  pur]>i>ses;  anil  there  is  also  a  clause  in 
that  cession  alwut  continuing  t<)  the  ancient  settlers,  and  those  who 
had  settled  under  Virginia,  tlie  Itencfit  of  their  ancient  laws  and 
customs.  As  I  liavc  not  the  act  of  cession  of  that  State  by  me  at 
present,  I  can  not  give  you  the  words.  Slave:'  were  then  a  property 
acquired  by  the  inhabitants  conformably  to  law,  and  they  were  to  bo 
protected  in  the  |Miswssion  of  that  projterty.  If  so,  they  are  still  to 
be  protected  in  it.  So  far  as  it  res]>ects  the  i>a8t,  it  can  have  no 
operation,  and  must  Ixs  construed  Ut  intend  that,  fnim  and  after  the 
publication  of  the  said  Constitution,  slaves  imgNirted  into  that  Ter- 
ritory shouhl  immeiliately  liecomc  free;  and  by  this  con.«t ruction  no 
injury  is  dime  to  any  [)ers<)n,  l>ccause  it  iw  a  uiatter  of  public  uoto- 
rictv,  and  any  i»erson  removing  into  that  Ccilony  and  bringinfr  with 
him  persons  who  were  slaves  in  another  country,  docs  it  at  the 
known  risk  of  their  claiming  their  freedom ;  wlicn-as,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  the  Constitution  the  effect  to  lilK-mlc  tliose  persons  who 
were  slaves  by  the  former  laws,  as  no  coin i^nsit lion  is  provided  to 
their  owners,  it  would  l)c  an  act  of  tJie  (iovcrnmcnt  arbitrarily  de- ' 
priving  a  [lart  of  the  people  {if  a  part  of  tlicir  pn'[M>rty — an  attempt 
that  has  not  Iwcn  made  and  would  not  Ix;  ^ulHiiitted  to,  and  is  not 
to  be  drawn  fnim  the  mere  construction  of  words.  I  have  troubled 
you  with  my  tiioughts  iipm  tliis  snlycct,  l>ecausc  f  have  beard  that 
there  ia  great  agitation  among  the  i)eople  resi>ecting  it;  and  they 


.SV.  a.ih-  Papers. 

■■  -At  rc"-!.  l»caii>o  it  was  finrnifrly  brought  before  me  hjr 
■!■  jii<.|ilf  |i.  nhiiiii  I  puve  my  opinion  nearly  as  I  have 

ilu'  rVi'iit'li  iuliiibil.tnts  have  fuufidcnce  in  the  promisee 
Lilt  •<!■  u.it.  I  am  s^urf  those  at  Bt-Viuceuupsbave  reason 
lia,-iic..  1111(1  j^rnilitu.le.     Their  lands— I  ha vr;  reason  to 
1'  ilujc  jjiiiils — have  been  laid  off  and  a»-crtaincd  long 
;i-ri'vj  tiiiik  ufMiu  themselves  the  expense  of  aurveyinff 
[■hiiins,  which  they  were  not  bound  to  do,  aud  have  not 
iri'uUe.     Their  complaints  on  thai  score  are  without 

lird  has  repijrned  the  office  of  prothonotary  and  clerk 
.  tiy  letter,  and  another  will  soon  be  appointed.     I  have 
Li  it  is  iin  (ifHce  to  which  a  deputy  may  be  couslituted; 
!■,  very  ciTlain  tjiat  a  deputy  can  not  make  a  deputy. 
liriLtlicr  H!i!=,  tlicrefore,  wrong  in  transferring  the  per^ 
ilinliiiir;'  III  Mr.  Vanderburgh  or  any  other  person,  aud 
.|."-r  yiiiir  hititiiiji  it  to  him  would  induce  him  to  resume 
liiilily.     Itiil  lis  to  lilank  writs:  they  are  sanctioned  by 
.    In'  \<  =i4il.'d  for  (among  them)  in  the  fee  table,  it 
li.  Lii  riiiii'li  iimri'  ]inip.-r  lo  have  annexed  a  |)enalty. 
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whole  property  of  a  country  which  may  be  the  subject  of  law  should 
be  governed  by  the  determination  of  a  single  judge,  without  the 
possibility  of  having  that  determination  revised.  Circumstances  ex- 
ist at  present  that  render  it  dangerous.  The  principal  settlements 
have  been  made  in  tracts  of  land  purchased  by  certain  companies 
or  associations  of  persons ;  the  first  of  those  is  the  Ohio  Company, 
and  next  the  Miami  Company.  In  both  those  associations  the  man- 
agement of  the  directors  and  agents  are  thought  to  have  laid  the 
foundation  of  endless  disputes.  General  Putnam  has  been  the  active 
director  in  the  first  association,  and  Mr.  Syeimos  the  principal,  if 
not  the  sole,  ag^nt  in  the  second ;  and  they  arc  both  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  Every  land  dispute  will  be  traced  to  some  transac- 
tion of  the  one  or  of  the  other  of  those  gentlemen,  and  they  are  to 
sit  in  judgment  upon  them.  It  must,  I  think,  be  acknowledged 
that  this  is  not  a  groundless  cause  of  apprehension,  for  though  they 
are  both  of  firm  character  (and  delicacy  would  prevent  their  decision 
in  any  case  where  they  are  themselves  parties)  the  people  have  but 
a  slender  security  for  the  impartiality  of  tlieir  decision.  Interest 
hangs  an  insensible  bias  upon  the  minds  of  the  most  upright  men. 
In  tlie  matters  that  are  most  likely  to  be  litigated,  in  whichever  of 
the  associations  they  necessarily  happen,  there  must  be  so  great  a 
similarity  that,  deciding  in  one  by  a  judge  who  has  no  direct  interest 
in  the  cause,  may  have,  nevertheless,  as  direct  and  certain  an  effect 
in  another  where  he  is  interested,  as  if  he  had  determined  his  own 
cause.  I  believe  it  would  be  well,  therefore,  that  the  law  empower- 
ing one  judge  were  rei)ealed,  and  that  some  mode  were  prescribed 
for  bringing  decisions  in  the  Supreme  Court  here  before  the  federal 
court,  eitlier  ])y  direct  appeal,  or  by  writ  of  error,  or  both,  as  the 
cases  may  require.  It  appeiirs  to  me  to  l)e  necessaiy  for  the  j)urpose  I 
of  renderinpf  the  people  easy  and  safe;  and  there  are  political  ends 
that  would  be  clearly  served  ])y  it,  for  there  is  perhaps  nothing  that 
contributes  more  to  induce  an  affectionate  submission  to  any  powers 
than  the  habit  of  looking  up  to  that  power  as  the  de[X).sitory  and 
dispenser  of  justice  in  the  last  resort. 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  you  acquainted  with  the  fears 
and  wishes  of  the  people  upon  this  subject. 


Governor  St.  Ciair  to  Joshua  Corr. 

Detember  22,  1794. 
Sir : — ^As  you  were  last  winter  upon  the  committee  which  had  the 
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laws  of  the  Western  Turritury  uuder  oousideratiou,  ami  I  liai]  thl 
"honor  of  some  conrerwliiin  with  yoH  "ii  ihe  Buhjeel  of  iheiu,  I  Imve 
taki'Q  the  liberty  to  trouble  y»ii  tijpiiii  n-«tK'«tinj;  (bum;  ttiid,  h£  my 
opiuiijD  caiodrW  with  yours  on  tli«  iibJMtion  tlmt  «*[nwi  lo  have 
siruck  you  with  most  fortw,  on  the  hc»t  coiiHidcrntiou  I  wiu?  uble  u> 
give,  it  appenrod  to  ine,  VCTy  clearly,  that  the  temporary  legis- 
lature had  u"  power  lo  make  laws,  but  merely  to  adopt  any 
of  the  acta  of  the  original  8iat«8  lliat  might  be  suited  Ui  tlw 
tircum8tanc(>8  of  the  Territory,  Tim  judgon,  ParMows  and  Var- 
□um  ftlie  third  judge  did  not  actw^pt  the  ap]ioiutniciit),  wun 
decide^Uy  of  a  cuiitniry  opioion,  and  thu  [Miint  was  hnttlcd,  both 
verliaUy  aud  in  writing,  for  a  con^idfralJo  ti;iie.  Most  of  my 
correspondence  with  tlicm  is  on  record,  and  a  copy  in  the  ot&oe 
of  tha  Secretary  of  Slate.  Neither  of  those  t^nllcmeu  were  in 
po«se.-<^ion  of  the  codea  of  the  Htalcs,  altboiijth  three  mouths  of 
their  respective  salaries  had  lioen  paid  Ut  Ibem  before  tliey  CRt«red 
upon  tlieir  offices,  as  a  eoui{ieusatlou  fur  the  lime  aud  paiott  the  col- 
Ificting  (jf  those  codea  would  cost  them.  I  had  that  of  Pennsyl  vauia  i 
only,  to  which  they  were  averse.  Here  was  a  dilemma.  Without 
laws,  society  could  not  exist;  and,  unless  either  they  or  I  gave 
way,  it  could  have  uone,  Conwiilcring  that  they  were  both  men  of 
the  law,  my  conclusion  was  that,  how  stronfr  KiH'vcr  my  conviction 
was,  my  (■unstrucliim  mu:<t  he  crroucous,  and  I  finally  did  give  way, 
ii]>>ii  tlioir  ciiDsciuinK  to  use  the  wonl  ndo|ited  instead  of  euucted. 
Alter  llie  death  of  tliose  gcnllemen,  and  others  being  aptxiinted,  as 
the  cimvicliou  that  we  were  wr(m;;  wan  still  stroufr,  I  endeavored  to 
brins  tlicm  to  wlmt  I  I'.mcoivcil  to  In;  the  dei'i'rn  of  Conjiresii ;  but  I 
UK't  with  the  siiuic  opinion,  iind  an  cijiml  <l<'}rrce  cif  obstinacy  in  or 
frnni  tluju,  wjiicli  was  a  new  inducement  for  me  to  go  in  the  way  we 
had  licpun,  and,  from  iin  cxpre^^ion  in  flic  act  of  t^oufrress  empower- 
ing the  territorial  !c;:islalure  lo  repeal  any  laws  by  them  adopted  or 
made,  it  was  strmiL'ly  urfri'il  tiiat  the  piwer  of  making  laws  was 
phiinlv  implied,  and  from  that  tune  tlic  style  of  our  laws  changed 
fr.iin  adiipled  and  jmhlislicd  to  enacted  and  made.  The  concurrent 
sentiments  of  two  sets  of  judges,  all  of  them  men  of  the  law,  put 
an  end  to  iinv  furliicr  ohjeetinnf  on  niv  |iiirl,  aud,  though  not  con- 
vinced. I  supposed  that  I  most  iuive  hccti  In  ern.r. 

I  am  tii>l  sore,  sir,  whether  the  committee  reimrted  last  spring  or 
not.  If  wo  have  Iwcn.  Imwever.  all  along  in  a  wrong  train,  it  is 
very  necessary  that  a  stop  sliimld  Ih'  pnl  to  our  gi>ing  further  in  it ; 
and,  if  we  are  in  tlie  riglit  road,  it  i^  still  neeessary  that  those  laws 
whicli  have  out  yet  heen  [lassed  upon   liy  Congress  should  be  con- 


■  ■■■■TpilW  ■ 
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sidered.  I  had  the  honor  to  mention  to  you  many  oojections 
which  appeared  to  me  to  have  sufficient  weight  to  induce  their  being 
disapproved ,  and  I  have,  since  my  return  to  the  Territory,  had 
many  representations  made  to  me  on  the  subject  of  some  of  them. 
Mr.  Woodbridge,  who  is  now  in  town,  and  known  to  you,  will  in- 
form you  how  they  are  generally  received,  and  it  is  of  some  conse- 
quence that  the  sense  of  Congress,  if  it  could  be  had  in  that  time, 
should  be  known  before  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  which 
will  be  about  the  beginning  of  March.  I  be^  you  to  excuse  the 
trouble  I  give  you,  and  to  believe  that  I  am  with  great  respect,  etc. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Secretary  Sargent. 

Marietta,  December  22,  1794. 

Dear  Sir : —  .  .  .  One  or  more  of  my  letters  to  you  must 
certainly  have  l)ecn  miscarried,  and  yet,  letters  in  the  pc^st-office 
should  not  miscarry.  In  that  I  wrote  in  answer  to  your  last  inten- 
tion to  cross  the  mountains  (the  date  of  it  I  have  forgotten,  hut  it 
is  a  great  wliile  ago),  I  gave  you  a  rendezvous  at  this  place  as  the 
ill  state  of  my  health  rendered  me  unwilliug  to  go  down  the  river 
this  winter,  and  it  seemed  to  nie  that  it  would  he  convenient  for 
you,  being  on  your  route  to  Philadelphia,  to  which  place  you  had 
signified  your  intention  of  going  in  the  course  of  the  winter.  After 
this  letter  was  written  and  had  Ix^en  sent  off,  I  was  laid  down  bv 
the  gout  at  Pittsburgh,  being  then  on  my  way,  and  with  great  diffi- 
culty got  home  again,  where,  after  having  tolerably  recovered,  I  re- 
lapsed again,  and  at  last,  that  you  might  not  be  disappointed,  set 
out  with  the  gout  upon  me,  but  fortunately  received  no  injury,  but 
rather  the  contrarv,  from  the  exercise. 

I  have  now  little  ho})e  of  seeing  you  this  winter,  as  it  seems  to  l>e 
set  in  with  a  degree  of  severity  that  will  probably  soon  render  the 
river  impassable.  In  this  state  of  things  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
go  down,  although,  for  many  reasons,  it  is  very  needful  that  we 
should  1x3  together  for  some  time  at  least ;  and,  Ix^sides,  as  I  informed 
you  in  my  last  (but  one,  I  think),  it  is  my  intention  to  convoke  the 
legislature  at  this  place  very  early  in  the  spring.  Of  this  I  have 
given  Judge  Turner  intimation,  but  I  shall  send  you  a  proclamation 
for  this  purpose  by  the  next  oj)portunity.  Hhould  you  still  hold 
your  purpose  of  going  to  the  seat  of  government,  or  should  the 
weather  be  such  as  you  can  come  up  the  river,  I  must  remind  you 
to  bring  the  seal  of  the  Territory,  for  there  are  several  matters  that 
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require  to  be  expodiled  that  mn  not  Ite  dune  without  it,  (larticalarlj' 
a  great  maiiy  vaniot  officer  to  fill  up  atui  new  mngialnilts*  tii  be  ft|l^^ 
pointed.  If  you  have  auy  blank  mm tn lesions  t>i  fill  U}i,  it  wuiiU  J 
save  the  tniiiblc  "if  nmeh  wriliag  were  you  to  bring  thcni  with  yotb-J 
This  part  of  the  country  fiinilshc8  iiii  news,  and  any  from  i'hllltilekj 
phia  aud  from  alirood  will  rcnuh  you  as  soon  as  tlii*,  aud  I  WlU 
therefore,  conclude  with  asjunng  you  that  1  lUwuy*  am,  with  gteHV 
regard,  youra,  etc. 

Dee.  23//, — The  mail  arrived  last  night,  but  no  letter  from  yoO. . 
Ab  it  seems  not  unlikely  that  the  cnoinniniestion  betweou  tlii»  pUaB-  I 
and  Fort  Wanhington  will  be  interruptiMi  for  some  time,  1  now  ii 
close  the  prrjclamation,  to  which  ymi  will  affls  the  seal  and  file  it  iw  \ 
your  office,  and  send  copies  to  ditforent  qiiartei's.  and,  particularly, 
send  one  under  cover  to  Judge  Turner.     I  will  take  what  is  i 
sary  here  and  above  upon  myaoif.' 

'  Tlifl  siiccpHfii]  terntinRtJon  of  the  war  with  the  Indian*  improvod  I 
pnwpm-Is  in  thi!  Torritopy,  and  I  nbtorve,  in  Irtnking  over  ibc  Inavet  o 
Cobn«1  Sarcunf  B  jounisl,  kept  fot  lh«  Governor,  tlinl  I'oiuidcnble  * 
dano  in  Itro  mij-  of  oi™nntainif  c 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Marietta,  January  1,  1795. 

Sir : — In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  you  to  Colonel  Sproat,  of 
the  7tli  January,  1792,  a  certain  part  of  the  militia  of  the  county 
of  Washington  was  called  by  him  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  defeusive  protection  of  the  different  settlements  in 
that  county.  The  time  for  which  that  militia  was  engaged  at  this 
place,  Belpre  and  Waterford,  expired  yesterday. 

There  is  another  party  at  Galli]X)lis,  engaged. for  an  indefinite 
term.  Application  w^as  made  to  me  to  continue  them  for  some  time 
longer,  and,  although  I  am  very  far  from  thinking  the  settlements 
derive  much  security  from  the  militia  thus  employed,  yet,  as  the 
people  believe  them  to  be  of  the  greatest  use,  and  would  now  be  ex- 
tremely discontented  at  their  being  discontinued,  and  as  there  is 
reason  to  expect  they  can  not  long  be  necessary,  even  f )r  quieting 
tlieir  minds,  I  have  directed  Colonel  Sproat  to  call  into  service  an 
equal  number,  to  be  employed  at  each  of  the  above  settlements,  for 
two  montlis  longer,  unless  sooner  discharged  within  that  time.  You 
will  be  able  to  countermand  them,  should  it  be  thought  improper. 
I  have  a  doubt  that,  in  this  case,  I  mav  have  been  exercisintr  a 
power  which  has  been  transferred  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Federal  troops,  as  by  a  letter  from  General  Wayne  to  Colonel 
Sproat,  of  the  l^^th  April,  1793,  he  observed  that,  on  the  5th  of 
March,  in  that  year,  he  wns  ''  (empowered  to  deterniine  the  strength 
and  number  of  the  garrisons  upon  the  upper  ])arts  of  the  Ohio,  and 
the  number  of  scouts  and  spies  that  shall  be  admitted  at  the  expense 
of  the  Union,"  etc.  That  letter,  with  vours  above  mentioned, 
were  laid  before  me  by  Colonel  Sproat  yesterday,  which  was  the 
first  time  that  I  was  informed  of  his  having  received  any  authority 
in  the  case.  **The  strength  and  number  of  the  garrison  "  is,  doubt- 
less, to  be  understood  as  such  of  them  as  are  composed  of  the  regu- 
lar standing  troops.  But  if  the  words  ''scouts"  and  **  spies"  in- 
clude the  militia,  which,  it  seems,  they  supposed  to  be  the  case,  and 


tant,  vice  Orciitt.  proniotofl;  John  Brown  a  lieutenant  and  a^ljutant,  and  Ensign 
Jonathan  Bowman  to  a  lieutonanoy— y>roTnot(Ml. 

Nov.  'J7th.— Isaac  Daxneille  appointed  Unite<l  States  attorney  for  Hamilton  county, 
vice  Ezra  F.  Freeman,  resigned. 

Dec.  Gth.— Fine  of  .«:^  against  ^latthew  Davenjtort  remitted,  on  account  of  his  good 
character  and  indigent  cirenni^itaners. 

Dec,  9th,— Governor  notified  Israel  Ludlow,  surveyor,  that  he  forbade  the  survey 
of  lands  upon  t!ie  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers  for  the  benefit  of  individuals. 
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the  [KJwero.  providing,  at  the  expense  of  the  public,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  j^itileraenls  by  tlie  militia  be  transfeiTed  to  ifae  <»m-> 
manclinj;  General,  which  is  doiibllcM  pniper,  yt-l  the  orders  for  sm^ 
of  them  as  miiy  be  wanted  ehoiild,  I  presume,  gi)  Llirougli  the  ex- 
ecutive iiuthority  of  the  Territory. 


TlMOTIfY    PfCKKHDIO   TO  GOVEBSOR  St.    Cl.AIK. 

Wae  Offick,  Philadelphia,  ifarcA  25,  1795. 

Sir  :—l  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  Colooel  Sproat  respect- 
ing the  militia  employed  for  the  defeneive  protection  of  Muskingiim. 
This  brought  into  view  your  letter  of  the  lat  of  January,  which  has 
remained  unanswered.  It  waa  doubtless  right  to  have  coiitiuae«l 
them  agreeably  lo  your  orders  to  Colonel  Sproat ;  but,  according  to 
the  expectation  you  then  expressed,  there  18  now  reason  to  think 
that  their  services  ra»y  he  di^i)en9ed  with.  Yon  must  have  been  in- 
formed of  the  ovcrtnrea  of  peace  made  to  General  Wayne  in  Janu- 
ary last  by  six  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  that  the  chiefe  of  other 
hostile  nations  were  alike  in<'linetl  fi>r  peace.  At  that  iuti.Tview, 
General  Wayne  entered  iiiio  an  agreement  with  them,  in  writing, 
for  the  sur>ponsion  of  hui^tilities  until  the  treaty  of  peace  could  be 
negotiated,  ii>r  which  the  time  lixed  was  the  middle  of  next  June, 
at  Greenville.  (.)ti  both  sides,  it  was  slipulutcil  that  notice  should 
be  jfivi'iL  of  atiy  hostile  eiitcriiriscs.  At  the  same  time,  some  of  the 
chiels,  I  ihiiik,  rfiuiirkcil,  that  i)i>ssibly  sume  of  their  young  men  in 
the- woods  mi^dit  do  misehivf,  but  that'tlu:^,  he  hoped,  would  not  dis- 
turb the  priivisiima!  paciticatinn  then  agreed  on,  <)r  prevent  the 
wisheii-for  iiriid  [iciicc.  Colonel  Sproat  idtormcd  me,  in  his  letter  of 
the  2:id  uliitiio,  tlial  Iwi,  <luys  bdore,  one  of  the  inhabitants  had 
been  killed  near  Helpre.  This  was  done,  probably,  by  Indians 
who  had  been  himting,  and  were  ignorant  of  the  pacific  measures 
before  menlinned. 

U|>im  the  whole,  considering  the  change  of  disposition  in  the  In- 
dian lril)cs,  and  in  ci>u?e<[UOuee  of  our  negotiations  with  Great 
Britain,  they  will  no  longer  be  stimulated  by  British  agents  to  con- 
tinue their  hostilities.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  services  of  your 
niilitiii  may  be  dispensed  with,  except  of  the  woodmen  employed  as 
scotits.  Sui:h  peoiils,  if  ]hro])crly  selected,  would,  perhaps,  at  any 
litTie,  have  given  greater  security  to  your  frontier  than  a  vastly 
greater  number  of  militia  at  iNjrmanent  stations.  But,  notwith- 
standing what  is  here  said,  the  actual  state  of  things  on  your  frontier 
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may  demand  the  services  of  some  of  the  militia,  as  heretofore,  and, 
therefore,  I  request  your  consideration  of  the  matter,  and  that  you 
would  give  such  orders  in  the  case  as  the  reasonable  protection  of 
the  inhabitants  may  require. 

All  that  I  have  now  advanced  is  on  the  supposition  that  General 
Wayne,  to  whom  the  regulation  of  the  matter  was  formerly  com- 
mitted, may  have  given  no  orders  relative  to  the  protection  of  the 
settlements  hereinbefore  referred  to  since  you  wrote  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  on  the  1st  of  January  last.  Should  his  orders  have 
arrived,  or  if,  when  they  do  arrive,  they  are  to  supersede  the 
measures  which  may  be  taken  consequent  on  this  letter.  ^ 


Judge  Sy^imes  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Marietta,  March  26, 1795. 

Dear  Sir: — This  is  the  twelfth  day  that  I  have  been  waiting  with 
great  anxiety  to  see  your  Excellency ;  persuaded  at  length  that  you 
must  be  sick  or  seized  with  a  fit  of  the  gout,  I  think  it  useless  to 
tarry  longer  at  this  .place.     I  shall,  therefore,  return  home. 

There  are,  however,  other  considerations  which  aid  ray  conclusions 
for  returning,  besides  those  of  being  disappointed  in  the  pleasure  of  < 
seeing  your  Excellency  first. 

I  could  not  prevail  on  Colonel  Sargent  to  accompany  me  up  with 
the  great  seal,  and  he  did  not  choose  to  send  it  by  rae,  or  by  any 
other  person,  without  your  express  order,  and  little  or  no  business 
can  l}e  done  without  the  great  seal  of  the  Territory. 

Secondly — I  learn  by  the  newspapers  that  Congress  has  been  call- 
ing in  question  our  capacity  as  legislators,  but  on  what  ground  is 
not  pointed  out ;  therefore,  it  is  iniimssible  for  us  to  avoid  like  errors 
should  we  attempt  to  legislate;  for,  even  though  the  Senate  rejected 
the  bill  for  annulling  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  yet  we  are  left  in  a 
very  awkward  situation  ;  we  are  suspected  at  least.  Thirdly — Un- 
less our  legislative  powers  are  already  defined,  either  by  Congress  or 
by  the  judiciary  of  the  United  States,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  we 
shall  but  commit  ourselves  in  our  legislative  capacity  to  attempt  any 
thing  further,  either  by  adopting,  extending  or  j)assing.  Fourthly — 
I  make  no  doubt  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  your  p]xcel- 
lency  will  receive  communications  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
this  subject  which  may  set  us  right,  perhaps,  and  surely,  for  the 
present,  we  had  better  not  do  than  to  do  wrong.  Fifthly — I  have 
received  several  letters  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Knox 
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earnestly  requestiag  me  to  cume  down  and  Uold  the  Sujireme  Ci>nrt 
in  that  county  nt  the  next  term,  which  i»  iti  Miiy;  tbU  I  intend  to 
do  if  I  can  procure  an  cacort  to  conduct  mo  lhith<?r,  bv  Inml  or  wutiT. 
If  I  stay  longLT  licro,  I  enn  not  reach  Viiiet'Uties  in  linic  tlir  tba  ^ 
court.     Puttinj;  all  these  reaaons  together,  I  think  your  KxccUency  i 
will  jiiBtify  my  return  to  Ciucinnati,  where,  whenever  it  shall  b»  I 
aKrwiililo  to  ymir  Excellency  to  make  a  visit,  I  shall  d<i  niyaelf  the    ' 
honor  lu  wait  i.u  you  with  the  greMlest  of  pleasure. 


GnvKRNOB  St.  Clair  to  Coloxel  Sproat. 

M  VKicTTA.  Aprii  '21, 1795. 

Stt  — Au  njrriemont  to  suepcnJ  hustihtiee  having  been  entered 
inio  hy  the  (. uiiirasnder-m-(Jhief  oi  the  troops  ol'  the  United 
HtuUs  null  the  loduui  satiooit  which  hii\e  t)pen  at  war,  and  a  stroug 
prububiltty  existing  it  wdl  \m  nnpruved  luto  u  lasting  peace,  it  has 
hetn  fhiiughl  unueceasary  that  the  militm  of  the  Territory  employed 
fur  the  dcfcu■>I^  i  jirotectiun  ui  the  «uine  eliould  be  cuntinned  in  aea^ 
MtL  Yiiu  Hill,  therefore,  be  pleiLied  to  take  the  necessary  meaA< 
ures  that  tho^L  drawn  out  from  the  c(>unt\  of  Washington  be  dis< 
clur^ul  nil  tht  last  da\  of  the  present  numth  It  is  ti)  Iw  observed 
tint  till  w  phNiiuii  iiiiphmd  i-,  m  iii-  in  m.t  iii<-luilcd  in  this 
(liiuli  [1     thi^,    LiLi>i)<>    iLtimiMl  uiiiil  lintlHronlors. 

I  111,1  itul  111  \  It  mil  ill  ilu  Li:liil)iiiiit-  )i  llic  ciuinty,  of  whose 
/uil  ml  ili<n1\  intlK  -,ni.^  ul  thi-  .  irntr*  I  have  a  very  high 
stii-i  uii  il  1-  -ill,  ot  thm^r-  iiid  thil,  it  thi  lime  wheu  attention 
to  uiril  hliii-  Is  [KLuliiih  iKCL—ni,  thcj  will  lie  relieved  from  the 
fjti_tK-i<.f  iiiihUr\  ■■ir\i'L 


i 


GovrcuNOR  St.  Ci.aii:  to  Sj.-.cKKT.viiY  Largest. 

>r.vitii;TrA,  Apnl  28,  1795. 
Si'i';— I  am  <in<-c  nioro  retiirtied  In  tlm  IVrrilory,  and  arrived  at 
thi:^  jilaft^a  iew  days  a^^o.  My  uhseuce,  iit  ihu  time  when  I  had  a|>- 
jxiiulud  a  meeting  of  the  logi^luliiiv,  tmii'l  have  surprised  yon,  but 
If  mud  it  nuce:^sary  to  vi-iit  the  :i.'tlleiJH>iit.-'  in  the  upjwr  part  of 
tliis  etiiiuly,  and,  hiiviug  a  hir-;e  sum  of  riioncy  considcr.iliiy  nt  risk 
in  t!io  (MUuty  nf  Westumrclunil,  I  chose  flic  time  for  that  visit  m-ar 
to  the  session  of  that  West  court,  to  which  frozn  those  settlements, 
I  coidd  go  in  a  few  days,  and  had  calculalcd  the  whole  time  to  be 
employed  about  live  weeks.     But  the  wiuter  set  in  suddenly  with 
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such  violence  that,  for  a  long  time,  it  was  impossible  to  return,  had 
I  been  able  to ;  but  at  Greensburg  I  was  seized  with  the  gout,  and 
with  difficulty  got  to  my  family,  though  but  eighteen  miles  distant, 
where  I  was  confined,  in  the  most  excruciating  torment,  to  my  bed 
for  upwards  of  two  months.  About  the  beginning  of  March,  when 
a  little  recovered,  I  attempted  the  journey  and  relapsed  in  conse- 
quence of  it,  and  was  confined  two  weeks  at  a  miserable  hovel  by  the 
way,  notwithstanding  which,  though  still  lame  and  very  feeble,  I 
am  in  good  health,  and  shall  recover  again  for  a  little  while.  I 
purpose  to  set  out  for  Cincinnati  about  the  end  of  this  week,  or  the 
beginning  of  next. 

I  found  here  your  letters  of  the  23d  and  27th — not  yours  of  the 
4th  and  24th  of  January — and  of  the  14th  of  February.  I  have 
to  regret  that  more  than  one  letter  I  had  written  to  you  did  not  get 
to  hand ;  they  would  have  saved  some  trouble,  as  well  as  mortifica- 
tion, to  both.  The  miscarriage  of  letters  to  and  from  me  of  late 
has  been  very  extraordinary  and  unaccountable.  I  have  also  to  re- 
gret  that  cither  my  recollection  or  yours,  with  respect  to  my  passing 
last  winter  at  Muskingum,  was  not  correct.  As  I  observed  to  you,  I 
expected  to  hayc  met  you  tliere  in  consequence  of  what  passed  in 
conversation  at  Philacleli>hia — doubted  not  in  the  least  that,  though 
you  were  not  arrived,  you  were  on  your  way  ui) — and  looked  for 
you  eagerly  and  anxiously  from  day  to  day,  until  some  person  (I  do 
not  recollect  now  who  it  was)  arriyed  from  Fort  Washington  who 
had  breakfasted  with  you  the  morninij^  he  set  out,  and  informed  me 
of  your  being  there  without  any  thoughts  of  leaving  it.  It  was  not 
till  then  that  I  wrote  to  you,  because,  supposing  you  on  the  riyer, 
any  letter  addressed  to  you  at  Cincinnati  must  have  missed  you. 
The  prosecutions,  however,  those  mistakes  it  seems  have  giyen  rise 
to,  need  give  you  very  little  uneasiness,  and  as  to  the  disposition  of 
the  people,  you  had  it  not  to  learn.  I  can  not  recollect  any  conver- 
sation (for  a  long  time  at  least)  on  the  subject  of  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, but  I  can  renienil)er  that  we  both  thought  ^Marietta  would 
not  answer,  and,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Territory,  I 
still  think  so;  but  it  was  always  my  intention  to  keep  it,  so  far  as  it 
depended  upon  me,  unfixed  till  there  should  be  an  end  of  the  In- 
dian war,  and  the  country  be  hiid  open  for  settlemeuL ;  after  which, 
it  would  probably  be  divided  into  more  than  one  government,  and 
if  not,  it  would  be  easier  to  determine  the  most  eligible  place.  While 
things  remain  in  their  present  situation ;  while  the  establishments 
are  so  distant  from  each  other,  and  the  communications  between 
them  so  difficult — where  there  is  not  a  single  road  through  the 
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country — 1  believe  it  would  be  improper  to  fix  upon  any  one  place  to  ' 
which  the  inhabitants  should  be  all,  in  certain  cases,  obliged  to  re- 
sort, and  that  it  will  be  neces^ry,  fur  some  time  to  come,  that  both 
tho  executive  and  legislative  i>arts  of  government  should  be  ambu- 
latory ;  neither  do  I  think  the  iTanaportatiou  of  the  records  any  m 
Btning  objections  to  it,  a.i  they  are  as  yet  far  from  being  cumbrona.  f 
I  doubt  not  but  upon  reUcctioD  you  will  rcoollcet  that  this  has  al-  ^ 
ways  been  my  way  of  thinking.     I  promise  yuu  that  it  wa«  nuithdr   I 
pleasure  uor  emolument  that  led  to  it,  but  what  appeared  to  me  to  , 
be  the  interest  of  the  inhabitauts,  fur  wUicli  the  govornmeut  was  e 
tablishcd.     But  if  you  thiuk  Uuit  I  wiitild  havti  xvautouly  taken  a-  \ 
a  step  which  wouhi  involvo  yuu  iu  difficulty  fir  cxjwuse,  which,  from  « 
your  frequuutly  n.'|>eating  tho  word*  my  plt-nnurr  and  your  readiueas-  ! 
to  conform  to  it,  it  teems  an  if  you  batl  thought  so,  t  can  assure  yoti  / 
that  you  wrong  me.     It  U  contrary  to  my  disposition  to  treat  any  i 
person  iu  the  world  iu  that  manner,  but  above  all,  a  |iersou  whiim  I 
eatceni  as  I  do  (Jolonet  li^gent,  whose  convenience  in  every  r«e^)ect 
I  ahull  always  be  ready  to  cuusult. 

The  letters  of  5Ir.  Vanderburgh'  I  returned  to  you,  fori  thought 
it  would  bo  more  iirojier  that  he  should  address  himself  directly  to 
the  Socretiiry  of  State,  that  tbo  coiniiliiiut  should  be  sent  forward 
cither  by  you  or  me,  and  I  recommended  that  lie  should  take  that 
step,  I  Imii.i  and  trust  tliiit  ycui  huvc  rcci'ivi'd  Ihem.  I  have  re- 
ceived ii  Ifll.T  from  the  lUiui.is  comitry  fnmi  Mr.  St.  Cltur,  cora- 
jihiinin,^'  of  tlic  vory  extr.iDrdiniiry  trviitmeiit  he  has  received  from 
Judgt^  Turiif'r,  mid  iiifoniiiiig  me  that  in  eimsc<iue»cc  thereof  he 
bus  Mritlfii  hi  viiu  reijuesliuj:  to  resign  his  offices.  I  hope  you  have 
not  acceiilcd  liis  rosiirii!itii)n,  iitid  I  write  to  him  to  hold  them,  at 
](.".ist  until  Miuii-  means  to  bring  tlin  judge  to  reason  can  l>e  fallen 
upon.  Slupuld  yuu  be  writing  to  St.  Vhu-cnts,  I  wish  you  would 
ask  for  a  (■erti(ie<l  copy  of  the  preseiitmeuts  of  the  grand  jury  with 
respert  to  liini,' 

It  apjwars  to  mo,  from  the  present  view  I  have  of  matters,  that  I 

I  Thi!fo  rcliU.^a  t.i  extraorJiiiarv  ]ov*otdiii.!,'s  of  .Iiidjjc  Tiirripr  at  Post  Tin- 
GcniK-^.  The  hMur  liuU  t;;irriiil  loiitUTS  with  a  vt-ry  lii^h  hand,  mid  hud  pre- 
fnrrtd  clinrgi?*  iisainst  Vnndcil-urgli.  Tliu  result  of  Ilia  conduct  there  and  at 
Ka«ku&kiu,  niontioiUMi  !il«i  in  tiiis  Iptter,  ivns  the  preferment  of  formal 
charges  iigninst  tlin  judge,  which  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  by  that 
body  referred  to  Governor  St.  Cliiir. 

'.Judge  Turner.  Tile  gnoid  jury  found  b  bill  agsin^t  him.  and  this  ac- 
companied the  letter  of  Henry  Viindcrbiirgh,  ivhieti  hud  been  forwarded  to 
Edmund  r.iindulpli,  Sooretar/of  Sl.ite. 
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■ball  be  obliged  to  visit  the  country  immediately,  to  prevent,  if  it 
yet  can  be  prevenfed,  tbe  Bubversion  of  all  order,  if  not  its  total 
ruin.    Adieu,  my  dear  air. 


GovEEMoa  St.  (Xaik  to  Ttmotky  PicKERmo. 

Marietta,  AprQ  28,  1795. 
^t: — 1  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on 
25th  March,  and  it  gives  me  salisfactiun  that  it  has  beeo  deemed 
proper  that  the  militia  employed  for  the  defensive  protection  of  the 
inhabitants  be  discontinued,  and  that  Colonel  Sproat's  letter  had 
brought  mine  of  the  Ist  of  January  to  the  late  Secretary  of  War 
into  view.  Your  letter,  sir,  was  the  first  information  I  had  of  the 
agreement  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities  entered  into  by  General 
Wayne  and  the  hostile  tribes  of  Indiana, '  but  I  had  no  doubt  but 

'  General  Wiivne  hnd,  without  notioo  ti)  the  (jovevnor  of  thn  TtrrJtory, 
issutMl  Iho  following  proclumatlon,  which  will  linvo  a  curiou*  interp«t  to  Iho 

reader: 

[B]i  hit  Ereflleneif  Anfhont/  Wai/ne,  Ei\quirr,  Mnjor-Gtnrral  and  Oommander- 
in-Chirf  of  Ike  Legion,   and  CummiSHimirr  Ptfiiipolenfim-y  of  the    Uiilird 
Slates  of  Ameri™  for  esliblhhiiig  a  pe,--annil  peace,  villi  all  the  I-dian 
tribes  and  the  naliviit  mrih-west  of  the  OAio.] 
A  Proclamation-. 
"Wherean.  I,  the  snid  plenipotenlinry.  in  virtue  of  tho  powpr  nnd  iiulhority 
in  mo  vested,  huve  HiiWrod  into  vurtHin  proiirniiinry  articles  with  the  follow- 
ing tribes  Hiid  nations  of  Indiann,  viz. :  the  Wyuiidnts,  Chopawas,  Ottawai, 
Putawatoniii'S,  Mianiis,  Shawanoos,  nnd  Delawarea,  for  a  L'cssHtion  of  hoE- 
tiUties,  and  fur  tlii>  nintiiHl  oxchango  and  surrender  of  all  prisoners  of  every 
description,  as  well  iis  for  holdii  g  a  general  tri'aty  for  seltlin);  all  enuses  of 
controversy,  and  for  esliiblisliing  a  permanent  peaeo  between   the   United 
States  and  the  aforesaid  tribes  of  Indian',  on  or  about  thu  liith  (lay  of  June 
next  ensuing. 

"Wherefore,  I  do  hereby,  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  prohibit  and  forbid  all  and  every  person  nnd  persons  from  killing, 
insulting,  or  injuring  any  Indian  or  Indians  belonging  to  tbo  nfuresaid 
tribes  or  nations,  or  either  of  tb.w  (unloss  in  tlipirown  dfreiise).  And  I  do 
hereby,  also  forbid  any  party  or  parlies,  citizftia  of  the  United  Stntui',  or 
eitbor  of  them,  from  entering  the  Indian  country  north-west  of  tlio  Olio 
with  hostile  intenli'ma  (without  permission,  from  the  proper  anthoritius  flrst 
obtained),  between  this  period  and  the  end  of  the  pending  treaty,  as  they 
will  finswer  a  contrary  eonduct  at  their  peril. 

And  to  the  end  Ihnt  the  treaty  may  bo  earriod  into  complete  cffeet  agree- 
ably to  the  true  intent  and  moaning  of  the  preliminary  artiules.  the  said 
Flenipotenliary  enjoin*  all  and  every  perion  and  persona  having  in  his  or 
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tlio9oor  cither  ufthnso  no* 

la  pUce.  on  or  before  tba 

.t,  and  for  which  reii3onabl«  eipenses  will   bo  a^. 


■aid  15th  da;  cif  J 
lowed  by  tbe  publi 

Given  under  my  hand  nnd  senl,  nl  hcndf]nflrtor!,  Grpenville,  IhU  22d 
of  February,  ona  Ihcmand  sevoii  buudri-d  nnd  iiincty-flve. 

A\TT.  WiYSK. 

By  order  of  tlii?  Commsnder-in-Chiof, 

Wm.  n.  Uahkimk, 

Al/i-ile-Oamp. 

TliP  GoTprnor's  offifial  reoord  allows  whot  nction  ho  took  to  odviM 
pEopb-  of  tlip  Tprrilory  of  tha  ptomlsii  of  a  |H<tico  with  Iha  Indiana. 
ai  ornaAi.  RKconi«.  lTa&, 

JaDunry—lKt.— A  prot^UmaClun  »f  UnvM^oi  HI.  I'IbIt,  dated  Bl  Hnf  lallo.  SAcaTnbor 
33d,  coaTealne  the  LcjtltUluro  ii  that  piKD  Bfarcti  lOth,  triu  iiuhlUhHil, 

April  30lh,— John  WdUiuiS  ■ppolnlnd  Juattra  nl  the  pHuia,  Fliintlton  eonntf  ;  Ben- 
JnniEn  IveH  Clliii»n,  protlionvlttrj »ncl  til»rk,  Wuhluflon  MKiiitr.  Viet  R  J.  Mel0^, 
icsigneil. 

April^iith.— Ooveruor  BLCIftlr.  It)  WMlifnelnn  coiinC]r.  Hddreiisil  Colonel  Spi 
notirylng  him  of  tcientlnnof  hiintllttlfiiu'ltli  Indlnns,  and  directing  htm 
UiH  milllhiof  WoBhlnglon  eotinly.Dli^  laM  dny  of  Ihs  monlh      Thu  wi 
men)  wcru  excepted.    The  OiivcrDur  utsu  FOiigriituliLled  Uolone!  Sprout  r 
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that  it  is  now  certain  that  event  will  soon  take  place.  As  General 
Wayne  has  given  no  orders  relative  to  the  militia  of  the  State  em- 
ployed for  the  protection  of  the  settlements,  that  I  know  of,  and 
their  being  continued  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  useless  expense,  in 
conformity  to  the  spirit,  and  in  part  to  the  letter  of  your  directions, 
they  have  all,  the  woodsmen  excepted,  been  ordered  to  be  dismissed 
on  the  last  day  of  this  month. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Judge  Turner. 

Ajn^a  28^  1795. 
Sir : — A  few  days  ago,  I  received  a  letter  from  William  St.  Clair, 
Esq.,  prothonotary  and  register  of  tlie  county  of  St.  Clair,  dated 
Decemlxjr  20,  1794,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  you  to  him  on 
the  5th  of  November  in  that  year,  together  with  his  answer  of  the 
11th,  and  your  replication  of  the  15th.  These  Icttcrj*,  sir,  re.si)ect 
the  records  of  that  county  and  the  phice  whore  they  have  lx»en  de- 
posited and  kept,  and  tlie  last  contains  a  jxTcniptory  order  to  deposit 
them  at  Kaskaskia,  as  being  the  acknowledged  county-town  where 


of  Hamilton,  tho  2'itli  <layof  Auirust,  in  tlu;  year  of  our  Lord  170').  and  of  the  iudc- 
pendi-noe  of  the  I'nitt'd  .*^tatoh  the  ninr'teenth. 

\Bij  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Governor  uf  the  Territory  north-west  of  the  Hiccr  Ohio.] 

A   rUOCLAM-VTION. 

fl,.  s.] 

To  all  jnrfionH  to  whom  these  prcscnta  shall  cume,  (Jreetiiifj: 

Whereas,  the  division  of  the  county  of  .^t.  (Muir  into  distrirts  has  not  boon  fonnd 
to  give  that  ease  an<i  facility  tu  tlie  adniini.stration  of  justice  wlileh  was  expecte*!, 
and  the  great  extent  of  the  county  wouhl  render  it  almost  impraeticahle  were  the 
courts  to  be  licM  at  one  place  only,  it  has,  therefore,  become  necessary  tliat  it  should 
be  divide<l,  and  a  new  county  erected.    Now,  know  ye  that,  by  virtue  of  the  power 
vested  in  mc  by  the  I'nited  Statc-s,  I  have  ordered  and  orihiined,  an«l  by  these  pres- 
ents do  order  and  ordain,  that,  all  and  siui^ular.  the  lands  lyinjr  and  beinjj  within 
the  following  boundaries,  viz.:  bc;rinninpr  at  the  Cove  Sprin;:,  u  little  south  of  tho 
new  design,  and  running  from  then<?e  <lue  cast  t«)  llie  line  of  tlu?  county  of  Knox, 
and  thence  west  with  tliat  line  to  the  Ohio  River;  thence  with  the  Ohio  i.)  ilio  Missis- 
«lpi>i;  thence  with  tlie  Mi.ssishippi  to  the  paralbd  of  the  said  Cove  Sprfn-j;  and  thence 
to  the  plac(;  of  Ix-ginning;  shall  bi?  a  county  named  and  hereafter  to  be  knc>wn  and 
calleti  oy  the  name  of  ilan<lolph,  which  said  county  of  Kandolj>h  shall  have  and  en- 
joy, all  and  singular,  jurisdiction  and  rights,  liljcrtie.',  and  immunities,  whatsoever 
to  a  county  appi»rtaintng.  and  which  any  county  that  now  is  or  hereafter  may  bo 
erccte<l  and  laid  out  shall  or  ought  to  enjoy,  conformably  to  the  Oniinancc  of  Con- 
gress for  the  government  of  the  Territory  north-west  of  the  River  Ohio,  bearing  date 
the  l'>th  day  of  July.  17^7. 

In  testimony,  I  have  hereunto  set  xny  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Territory 
to  be  affixed,  at  Cahokia,  in  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  the  Mh  day  of  October,  in  the 
jrear  of  our  Lord  1705,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  twentieth. 

Abthub  St.  Claib. 
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the  general  court  would  soon  sit.'    The  gtueral  ctturt,  n 
wherever  the  judges  think  pnii»cr  in  any  crounly,  and  it  is  to  bo  p 
Rumcd  they  will  always  use  that  discretion  so  aa  to  render  tUe  n 
niou  niost  convenient  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  county,  town, 
otherwise,  an  that  may  Up  ;  but  the  Bessiona  of  the  BUprenitt  voxa 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  county  records.     In  any  ease  litigated  || 
that  court,  where  recourse  to  the  county  records  Iseooine»  mw« 
I  presume  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  ]iarty  who  lind  occnaion  i 
them  til  obtain  authentiuitMl  tranitoripts  of  Tieceesiry  papers,  whei 
originals  are  not  to  ha  had.     I  biJievc  it  would  be  unwife  to  hi 
the  records,  on  every  occasunt,  brought  into  <5(mrt— the  officer  oU(^ 
nut  to  let  them  go  ont  of  hU  p»Ks«.-^i<>n,  and  I  think  the  register  of  J 
the  county  of  St.  Clair  was  wrong  in  doing  so.  even  in  obodieiire  t 
your  order.    I  conceive,  v'lr,  a  judse.  in  his  judicinl  cajweity,  has  u 
any  thing  to  do  with  record-keeiwrs,  except  ufnin  riorapluiiit  iu  c 
mon  course  of  law,  for  some  mwdemeanor  in  offin',  and  no  pow 
in  any  case,  over  the  records.     Theae  are  my  iileua  on  the  siibjt 
bot  I  may  be  mistaken.     I  am  sure  I  am  not  mistaken  when  I  s 
you  had  no  authority  to  intermeddle  witli  Indian  affairs — and,  ab« 
all,  with  any  accounts  current  that  might  have  been  iK'tww-u  Mr. 
St.  Clair  and  mo,  hut  which,  as  he  intiirnis  me,  you  demanded  from 
him.     I  am  sorry,  sir,  that,  on  any  occasion,  I  should  differ  in  opin- 
ion with  you,  and  slill  more  sn  llmt,  hy  any  means,  the  execution  of 
official  duties  should  [nul].    Tliey  jip]>ear  to  mc  to  he  (juito  distinct, 
and  it  is  my  wisli  to  keep  iJieiii  so.     T]:e  iiiipointinent  to  offices  is 
tlie  prcroL'iilive  of  t!ie  (rovcruor.     Many  of  the  offices,  and  pnrlic 
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knowledge  tliem  or  no 
point  IJic  plqces  where 
law  to  which  you  youi 
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'Judge  Turner  rpqi 


appointed 

it  to  be  liable  to 
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le  lias  hcpu  eonimitled  ijiat  tlie  juiiieial  courts 

ly-lown^.  wlietlier  you  think  projX'r  to  ac- 

ijie  (iovernor  is  by  law  emjiowered  to  ap- 

tlie  courts  are  to  lie  lield  in  each  ciiunlv— a 

rif  assented  ;  and  the  tjiree  towns  in  St.  Clair 

lly  pointed  out  by  the  pniclamation,  have 

I  law  which  alwi  received  your  assent,  and 

hat  witliout  such  a  measure  justice  could  not 

■cd  at  all,  as  each  of  the  districts  was  too  incon- 

r«l  llie  renu>v:il  <if  llii;  rncords  from  Cahokin  to  Kas- 

•pd  tlieni  in  tlio  Imnds  of  ii  tliird  peraun.  who  had  no 

■pollfd  the  rostorution  of  the  records  ti> 
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siderable  for  a  county,  and  all  of  them  at  too  great  a  distance  from 
each  other  to  be  united.  As  the  records  may  be  considered  to  be 
in  your  custody,  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  direct  the  person  to 
whom  you  have  committed  them  to  restore  them  to  Mr.  St.  Clair. 
If  that  is  not  done,  I  will  find  some  means  to  get  them  out  of  his 
hands. 

P.  8. — In  a  letter  of  yours  to  Colonel  Sargent,  which  he  sent  to 
me,  I  find  this  passage:  ''Since  the  letter  was  delivered,  Mr.  St. 
Clair  (who  has  not  acted  in  the  fairest  manner  possible),  has  put 
into  my  hands  an  open  letter,  etc."  As  it  is  ray  duty  to  give  the 
officers  of  government  all  due  countenance  and  protection  while 
they  act  with  propriety,  so  it  is  my  determination  to  bring  them 
to  punishment  where  they  act  improperly.  I  have,  therefore,  to 
request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  specify  the  instances  when  Mr. 
St  Clair  has  acted  un&irly,  and  I  have  written  to  him  that  such 
a  charge  is  alleged  against  him,  and  that  I  have  required  the  speci* 
fication. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Judge  Symmes. 

Marietta,  April  2Sth,  1795. 

Sir: — I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  March, 
which  I  found  at  this  place  on  my  return  here  a  few  days  ago.  You 
judged  right  that  my  absence  was  occasioned  by  indisposition ;  in- 
deed, nothing  else  could  have  justified  or  excused  it.  A  piece  of 
business  of  considerable  importance,  where  a  sum  upward  of  two 
thousand  dollars  was  in  great  jeopardy,  and  which  could  be  done  in 
a  few  days,  called  me  to  the  Greeusburg  court.  While  there.  I 
was  seized  with  the  gout,  got  to  ray  family  with  great  difficulty,  and 
never  got  out  of  bed  again  for  upwards  of  two  months.  About  the 
beginning  of  March  (when  I  could  have  raet  you  at  tirae  and  place 
appointed),  I  set  out,  though  very  far  frora  being  recovered,  and 
relapsed  the  second  day,  and  again,  on  the  last  journey,  wds  confined 
for  two  weeks  on  the  road  in  a  wretched  situation,  so  that  on  the 
whole  I  have  had  a  dreadful  tirae  of  it.  The  uneasiness  occasioned 
by  the  disappointment  and  trouble  to  you,  did  certainly  add  to  it 
considerably,  and  it  was  really  a  relief  to  me  when  I  learned  that 
you  had  returned  to  Cincinnati.  I  had  been  informed  that  our  pro- 
ceedings as  a  legislature  had  been  called  in  question,  and,  as  I 
had  always  had  great  doubt  with  resi)ect  to  their  propriety,  I 
should  not,  had  I  met  you,  have  been  anxious  for  the  formation 
of  many  new  laws;  but  I  believe  we  might,  without  fear  of  censure,. 
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liave  adopted  and  published  any  lavs  fr»m  the  Coded  in  me  Btatd 
that  suitc<l  our  clrctiin£tai]o«»,  tind  Lave  tvpwlctl  tiny  of  ouruwsa 
making,  which  last  I  should  have  iiropOHcd.     But  I  ivtis,  and  e^Dj 
am,  anxious  for  uue  t«  sanction  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Com 
of  Hamilton  whilo  the  magistrates  acted  thero  without  nuthori^iJ 
Possibly,  considcmhle  property  may  dejicnd  upon  their  transactioi 
at  that  time ;  neither  are  they  themselves  safe.     Whether  any  thia 
can  now  be  done  in  it  I  am  doubtful,  but  will  be  gliul  to  take  yoi 
advice  when  we  meet,  and  I  wish  very  much  it  may  be  befure  y 
set  out  for  Post  A'incennes,  to  which  place  I  will  probably  accontr'fl 
pauy  you,  if  I  can  arrive  in  time. 

1  request  you,  sir,  tu  present  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Bynunoh^ 
who  I  hope  enjoys  health  and  happiness  in  her  new  situation.  I 
hope  she  will  forgive  me  for  the  jaunt  I  occasioned  you,  for  that  I 
have  certainly  great  need  of  forgiveness,  and  if  she  will  forg<et  I 
will  promise,  as  boys  do,  not  to  do  so  again. 


GovEKN'OR  St.  Clair  to  JmnE  TrasTni.  ^ 

Marietta,  May  2d,  1795. 

.SiV.-^By  the  mail-boat  from  Cincinnati,  I  received,  this  morning, 
the  letter  yon  did  jnc  tlic  honor  to  write  on  the  2r)th  of  November 
last,  which  it  seems  was  fnrwnrilcd  li>  tliut  phicc  by  exjires!*  on  the 
2Hlli  <if  that  uiimlli.  I  can  iiiviumt  for  Die  delays  it  has  met  with 
only  from  i-criaii:  indorsements  on  tlie  cover;  one  of  which  is 
".^iissciil,"  tlie  oiIrt.  '■(■im-inri;iti.  lilth  April,  171)5."  I  have  ex- 
tracted, sir,  several  jiarls  of  that  Icllor,  parlicnlarly  the  first  three 
imvaf:rui)lis,  ami  inclosed  them  to  tijc  Secretary  of  War,  and  the 
ninth,  (enth,  eleventh,  an<!  twelfth  t..  the  Secretary  of  State.  It 
gives  me  pain  to  hear  of  complaints  a.L'ainst  the  judges,  though  it 
is  by  no  mciins  improbable  thai  they  arc  ill-foumled.  I  would,  how- 
ever, fondly  hiJ[K'  that  if  ihcy  have  Ih^ch  guilty  of  any  inipro- 
priciies,  tlicy  have  iirocceded  fr.nii  a  mistaken  judgment,  and  not  a 
])crvcrted  will.  I  wish  tiicy  bad  been  cimfined  to  the  notice  sent. 
I  have  complaints  of  a  serious  nature  that  reach  another  district. 
You  nniM  he  sensihle,  sir,  that  to  fimi  pcrson.s  in  that  country  who 
are  eajmble  of  ]>eribrming  the  duties  of  judges  in  a  strictly  legal 
manner,  is  im[K)ssibtc.  It  is  true  there  have  been  but  five  judges 
appointed  in  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  and  hard  it  was  to  find  five  in 
the  county  when  it  was  laid  out.  At  that  time  no  more  could  be 
ajjpoiuted  even  if  more  (|uaiificd  persons  could  have  been  found.     I 
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shall  be  happy  to  find  that  it  can  produce  more  of  that  description 
now.  If  there  are  complaints  against  any  of  the  county  officers,  I 
am  of  opinion  they  should  have  been  made  to  me,  even  if  they  were 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  require  a  criminal  prosecution.'  When 
brought  before  the  general  court  in  that  way,  and  I  know  of  no 
other  in  which  they  can  be  brought  before  it,  to  be  sure  they  would 
claim  its  attention.  You  will  i)ar(lon  mc,  sir,  I  hope,  if  I  doubt  the 
power  of  that  court  to  hold  a  s|)ecial  session.  The  local  situation  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  where  they  are  divided 
into  distinct  and  distant  settlements,  none  sufficiently  populous  to 
furnish  even  the  necessary  officers  for  a  county,  subjects  them  to 
great  inconveniences.  It  was  the  only  reason  for  dividing  the  county 
into  districts,  and  an  expectation  was  had  that  an  increase  of  people 
would  soon  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  erect  each  dis- 
trict into  a  county,  and,  of  course,  those  inconveniences  would  cease ; 
but,  instead  of  increasing  in  numbers,  the  people  have  decreased  con- 
siderably. Some  alteration  will,  thcrofure,  be  neco<sary,  and  I 
thank  vou  for  the  hints  vou  have  irivcn. 

To  all  you  hiivc  said  with  respect  to  licenses  and  Indian  affair.^,  I 
will  only  repeat  what  in  substance  I  had  the  honor  to  observe  to  vou 
in  my  last,  that  I  coneeive  the  Indian  Department  to  he  wholly  out 
of  your  province,  and  to  add,  with  all  due  respect,  that  in  my  con- 
ception the  duties  of  a  judge  are  neither  incjuisitorial  nor  executive. 

As  to  what  relates  to  the  secretary,  I  know  not  whether  it  is  in- 
tended as  official  complaint  or  private  information  only.  If  the  first, 
as  it  is  destitute  of  any  testimony  whereon  to  ground  a  prosecution, 
I  can  not  take  ni^tice  of  it.  If  it  had  Ix'en  accompanied  with  testi- 
mony, I  presume  it  is  not  to  me  it  should  have  been  addressed,  for 
the  secretary  is  not  under  my  control.  Tlie  territorial  statute  is 
not  only  virtually  repealed,  but,  in  my  judgment,  always  was  a  nul- 
lity. I  have  often  thought  of  an  escheator,  hut,  until  the  expiration 
of  a  certain  form,  the  estates  which  have  been  abandoned  can  not 
escheat,  and  when  they  do,  it  will  be  to  the  United  States,  and  not 
to  the  Territory.  The  same,  I  believe,  with  respect  to  those  when 
no  heirs  are  known. 

I  know,  sir,  of  no  fund  for  the  payment  of  expenses,  nor  any 
publicofficesupon  which  I  can  point  out  on  which  you  may  draw 
for  that  purpose.  I  am  obliged  to  pay  for  the  })ostage  of  all  letters 
that  do  not  come  franked  by  some  person  having  authoritv,  out  of 
my  private  pocket  (this  of  yours  comes  exactly  to  one  liundred 
cents),  and  amounts  to  a  considerable  sum  in  the  year.  The  neces- 
sity must  be  both  urgent  and  evident  to  support  the  admission  of 
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siK'li  a  cbarge  for  the  paying  of  ihcm  at  tlio  Trcasurj-  of  the  UiitUA  9 
States,  but  it  U  tbere  ouly,  I  believe,  that  it  can  be  allowt^. 


GovtamOK  St.  Ct.Am  to  Ebmitku  Raniiolpii. 

MAuihrrrA,  Afa'j  -UA,  1795. 

Sir  :—'By  the  last  mail  fr«m  CiuciDiiali,  I  received  a  letter 
Juilge  Turner,  (luted  at  Kafkoakia  on  the  24th  of  Kovemher,  1 
fruin  which  I  have  tboiight  it  Dec«aaary  to  trouble  you  with  the  fi 
lowing  extracts : ' 

To  these,  except  to  the  laat,  I  have  made  no  other  r«ply  than  t 
tbcy  have  been  forwardci!  Ut  yiiu.  But  I  take  the  liberty  t 
serve,  iu  referenee  to  one  liuving  in  view  the  extension  of  the  li 
trade  to  Prairie  dii  Chien,  that  it  is  a  plan  of  eoiidderable  < 
quence,  and  to  refer  you  to  eome  obaervalioiia  I  Imd  the  hua 
make  thereon  to  Mr.  JeiltirRon  in  a  rei>ort,  iu  the  year  1790, 1  tbin 
which  is  in  yuiir  ijftive. 

The  above- m eat ioDcd  letter  cootains,  also,  several  cm 
Rgainst  the  Beeretary  and  others,  on  which  I  have  o!»erved  to  him 
that,  if  tliey  were  intended  as  complaiuts,  to  be  taken  notice  of 
oifirially,  an  tbcy  were  nnaccompdnied  by  any  i>roof  whereon  to 
ground  II  iiriiseciili'in.  I  wmhl  d.j  uotlnug  willi  them,  and  that,  as 
to  the  secretary,  if  th<;v  lijiil  liecu  attended  with  proof-;,  as  be  was 
not  under  my  contrul,  it  hus  to  you  and  n<it  to  me  ihey  should  have 
Ix'cn  jiildressc.l ;  and,  finiher,  lliiil  the  territorial  statute  regulat- 
in;;  trade  with  the  [iidiuii:;,  which,  possibly,  had  becu  infringeiJ, 
was    not   only    virtually  repealed  by  the  act  of  Congress,  but  was, 

1'.  S.— Tliiit  ri'i-ort  (St.  CJairV  rejiort  to  Jetfersuu)  embrace",  if 
I  Jiave  not  forgotten,  all  or  iiioi-e  of  the  objects  adverte<i  to  in  the 
judge's  letter.  To  tlie  lust  luir.igniph,  I  ihouglit  it  neccssarj-  to  in- 
iiirm  lijni  that  I  knew  of  no  fund  for  the  jmynieut  of  expresses',  nor 
luiy  known  officer  tliat  I  eouhi  point  out,  on  whom  he  might  draw 
lor  tluit  jiurpose;  that  I  paid  the  pofitage  of  all  letters,  unless 
fiiinkcil  liy  r^ouie  i)ers<in  having  authority,  tlmt  come  to  me,  out  of 
my  private  pocket  (unil  this  of  his  had  cost  me  one  hundred  cents), 
iind  amoutUed  to  a  eonsiilcrahle  sum  in  the  year,  and  that  the  ne- 
ccsHlv  of  employing  expresses  must  be  evident  and  urgent  to  pro- 
cure the  admiiisiou  of  a  charge  for  them  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
I'uited  States. 

'  ?:xlruits  omitted.    See  lutlcr  uf  Judge  Turner,  dated  June  14,  1T94. 
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This,  sir,  is  a  very  extended  country,  and,  from  a  variety  of 
<;au6es,  would  require  the  eye  and  the  hand  of  the  Executive  in 
every  part  of  it ;  but,  as  that  is  impossible  at  all  times,  you  may 
perceive  that  Judge  Turner  seems  inclined  to  take  some  of  the 
trouble  upon  himself.  I  have,  however,  been  obliged,  upon  another 
occasion,  to  remind  him  that  the  executive  and  judicial  authorities 
and  duties  were  distinct,  and  that  it  was  the  intention  to  keep  them 
so,  and  that  his  office  was  neither  inquisitorial  nor  executive. 

These  interferences,  and  the  conclusion  ensuing  therefrom,  create 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  me.  The  country  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Wabash  is  now  in  that  situation  that  the  presence  of  the  Grovemor 
is  indispensable.  I  must,  therefore,  make  the  journey  as  soon  as  it 
is  possible,  though  God  kno«vs  I  am  in  a  bad  state  for  traveling. 

The  address  of  the  judge's  letter  is  somewhat  singular :  ''  Arthur 
St.  Clair,  Governor  of  the  Territory  north-west  of  the  Ohio,  and 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs ;  to  4)e  opened,  in  his  absence,  at 
Cincinnati  and  at  Philadelphia,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  Phila- 
delphia." 


GovEUxoK  St.  Clair  to  Juikje  TrKXER. 

CiNCiNNATr,  May  2i)i}i,  1795. 

Sir: — I  mentioned,  lai»t  cvoninjr,  that  I  had  heard  of  a  very  atro- 
ciou^»  murder  iHiinjj:  committed  in  the  county  of  St.  (Hair,  u|X)n  the 
Ixxlies  of  two  Indian.^  in  the  oustwlv  of  the  sheriff,  who  was  con- 
veying  thcMu  to  jail  upon  warrant. 

Do  nic  the  favor  to  inform  mc  what  was  the  cause  of  their  im- 
priscinment,  and  the  circumstances  of  their  murder,  as  it  may  have 
been  related ;  by  whom  it  is  said  to  have  been  peri)ctrated,  and 
whether  any  or  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  bring  the  offenders 
to  justice. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Jcdi;i:  ^Vddison. 

Cincinnati,  May  27ih,  1795. 

Sir: — About  two  weeks  ago,  I  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  of 

la.st  month  (a  few  days  after  that  <»f  the  8(1  of  January ),  and  should 

have  acknowledged  it  sooner  if  I  had  not  wished  to  be  able  to  write 

decidedly  with  resjHJct  to  ^Ir.  Cunningham.*     That,  however,  is  not 

*  Young  Cunningham  was  concerned  in  the  release  of  a  prisoner  on  the 
south  shore  of  the  Ohio.  Believing  that  he  had  been  merely  caught  in  bad 
company,  Judge  Addison  wrote  for  the  friendly  services  of  the  Governor. 
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yet  iti  my  jwwer,  as  I  have  not  met  with  Judge  Bymmea,  liy  wboni 
thouiurtut  this  plnce  ntlt  be  held  in  Seplfinber  next.  Btit,  lui  it  u 
certaiu  thiit  Mr.  Cunningham  I'ati  uot  Ix!  iriai  here  for  an  uficmsc  if 
it  wa^  one,  that  wna  uot  en  mini  I  let)  in  the  Terrlliiry,  ii  Heems  ta  bQ 
allo^-tUer  uunecesBary  that,  ho  xhoiild  cotiie  <lnwn  Kt  Ihttt  t 
Judge  Bymracs  will  bo-  at  this  place  iu  a  day  or  two,  and,  I 
not,  he  will  gigrre  to  tlio  ree4)giiizance  of  Mr.  Cnnningbart 
disclinrged  whyn  the  conn  meetm ;  but,  if  he  ttfionld  not,  I  e 
that  it  ttliall  bo  respited  initil  u  new  one  cini  Ixt  citlerMi  into,  a 
cerlitiente  Atrw tirded,  nhii!li  in  lliut  i-uw  ivill  ha  nm-vtiMiTy,  and  whi 
yon  !>hull  l>e  informisl  uf  lu  A\k  time ;  uikI  I  hav<:  much  )ilca«uren 
diiio};  lliis,  becaiiee  it  woidd  Iw  hanl  to  put  tlio  young  man  to  tf 
tmulilc  of  K»  long  and  expensive  a  journey  when  no  end  can  bo  a 
awcreil  by  it ;  but  partieuliirly  liecnUHi  you  take  au  interest  iu  i 
licving  him  frnm  it;  and,  in  truth,  Ihn  cin,-un)!ilituce»  of  the  tim 
eoiifiidercd,  !l  'm  rather  to  \k:  woiulovd  nt  that  \w  wna  out  morilt^ 
dctply  engaged  in  the  busiuue^  up  the  c-onntry. 

Yiiiicertuinly  dome  justice,  sir,  byeugpesling  to  yourself  any  rea- 
son for  my  n<il  jittying  yini  my  respoctB  when  I  was  last  iu  Washing- 
ton, nithei-  than  wnnt  nf  iiiuJinaliuii.  T!ic  true  and  only  rou.'^on  was 
want  of  lime,  as  I  llien  thini^xht.     Il  was  necessary  that  I  should  be 


atMiisliin;ri 


..  |K,.Ml,]. 


re  11 II- 


tlw.ijrh  iir,t  tu  Ih-  kept  s(mie  h.mi-s  iu  e.v 

;i>eel 

meiit.      WIkh  I  it:k-!k'.1  Wlicelor,  liow( 

'ver, 

kih-w  a.  lilth.  al):ml  IJii.  eiMirs,.  uf  tlio 

I)OS 

tliiiijrs  Ik-  unclcrtiilies— it  liail  tumc  a  ila; 

he  hml  marked,  an.l  I  ha<l  l-  \\\u\y  avv;i> 

■  thn 

pla'-c  bcfiire  another  np|irirtinii!y  »\\\-yf> 

1;   it 

fur  the  api«'arii(iee  uf  want  uf  riSjicct  tu 

von 

of,  an.]  wlii.-h  I  sliall  always  l-ear  tuwai 

-;i=  y 

nd<l  tu  the  punishment  hy  siippusiiiL'  tli( 

■re  r 

the  ap]>earaji<-i\  an.l  to  ilo  mi'  the  favnr 

tu   11 

Mrs.  .\,ldis.m  and   >n-s  '  inn.t,  ami   lu 

hdi 

siiie<w  regard,  ctr. 

Seo   Ifltors  i-f  S,rr,.I:iry  S:,r^-|.|it  in    the  W. 

^"^n 

and  I  [)nr))osed  to  take  a  passage 
iLiturination  rceeiveil  from 
lime  to  overtake  by  leav- 
it  Has  late  when  I  pot  iu 
stages  lictween  ihat  place 
mv  breakfast,  and  I  now 
lireakfiist  at  Purveaiic'.s, 
atiun  uf  it  at  every  nii> 
I  fiiund  the  piistmaster 
Is  as  about  some  other 
I  a  half  before  the  time 
'o  days  at  that  wretched 
was  a  just  punishment 
which  I  had  been  guilty 
oil.     I  ])my  you  not  to 
.a.''  any  tiling  more  tlmti 
make  my  best  respect.*  to 
me  to  lie,  with  my 
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Address  of  the  Governor  to  the  Legislature.^ 

It  gives  rae  much  satisfaction,  gentlemen,  after  so  long  a  separa- 
tion, that  we  are  again  met  in  our  legislative  capacity.     The  great 


^Agreeably  to  the  proclamation  before  given,  the  Governor  and  Judges 
Symmos  and  Turner  met  at  Cincinnati  on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1795,  and 
organized  as  a  Legislature  under  the  Ordinance. 

Armistead  Churchill  was  chosen  and  commissioned  as  clerk,  and  took  the 
oath  of  office  prescribed  by  law.  The  business  opened  by  a  speech  by  Gov- 
ernor St.  Clair,  as  above,  after  which  the  judges  made  a  written  reply  in 
due  form.  When  the  session  was  fairly  opened,  on  motion  of  Judge  Turner, 
it  was  ordered  that  the  doors  of  the  house  be  kept  open  during  the  session, 
for  the  admission  of  such  citizens  as  may  choose  to  hear  the  debates.  The 
journal  of  this  novel  legislative  body  is  full  of  interest,  but  is  too  volumi- 
nous for  the  scope  of  this  work.^ 

(1)  The  following  extracts  from  the  minutes  may  not  prove  unacceptable  to  the 
roafler: 

Satcbday,  May  30,  1795. 
Assembled  according  to  adjournment. 

The  clerk,  having  read  the  minutes  of  yesterday  (and  this  he  was  ordered  to  do 
daily),  the  following  petitions  were  next  read,  viz: 

1.  A  petition  of  Joe)  Williams,  praying  for  a  law  to  authorize  him  to  erect  and  hold 
a  public  ferry  from  his  landing  in  Cincinnati  to  the  opposite  shore  of  the  Ohio. 

2.  A  petition  of  Rebecca  Kennedy,  to  vest  in  her  the  keeping  of  a  similar  ferry. 

3.  A  petition  of  Piilrick  .Simpson,  of  Vincennes,  in  the  county  of  Knox,  praying  to 
be  enabled,  by  law.  to  sutisfy  a  debt,  confirmed  to  him  by  a  judgment  there,  out  of 
the  debtor's  real  estate,  by  selling  a  proportion  thereof. 

4.  A  petition  of  Daniel  Symmes,  sberltT  of  Hamilton,  concerning  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  jail  anti  the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners. 

5.  A  petition  of  tbe  Judges  and  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Gen- 
eral Quartcr-.Sessions  of  Hamilton. 

6.  Another  from  the  Grand  Jury  of  that  county,  in  general  quarter-sessions  of  the 
peace. 

7.  Another  from  a  numerous  body  of  citizens,  inhabitants  of  the  same  county. 
The  last  three  petitions  praye<i  for  certain  new  laws  and  alterations  in  others. 

8.  A  petition  of  \Vm,  Lemond,  praying  to  be  divorced  from  his  wife. 
The  several  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Judge  Symmes  produced  copies  of  the  domestic  and  foreign  attachment  laws  of 
New  Jersey,  and  moved  for  their  adoption.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Judge  Turner  moved  t)  make  or  adopt  nineteen  laws,  which  he  had  drafted.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

That,  if  the  house  should  deem  itself  competent  to  the  purpose,  he  would,  at  a 

future  day.  move  for  the  impeachment  of  Henry  Vanderburgh.  Judge  of  Probate  in 

the  county  of  Knox,  for  high  misdemeanors  by  him  committed. 

.\djourned  to  meet  on  Monday  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

Monday,  June  1. 
Assembled  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Governor  proposed  for  adoption  an  act  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "  an  act  for 
taking  lands  in  execution  for  the  x>ayment  of  debts."  It  was  adopted  under  the 
title  of  **alaw  subjecting  real  estate  in  execution  for  debt." 

Ordered,  that  in  the  present  case,  and  on  every  future  adoption  of  laws,  the  clerk 
do  conform  the  bill  to  existing  localities  of  the  Territory,  without  otherwise  affect- 
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extent  of  t!ic  Ti'iritory,  the  distance  between  the  pTufie?  of 
Bpectivc  rtaideDPes,  the  difficulty  of  a^fiembling  at  any  point  » 
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Baled. 


,    Adjour 


KtMnnriU. 


Tbe  I-cst'lotnre  contlnned  tb  work  o(  formtiiii  Uw>,  On  Ihn  lut  nmned  dfty.  tti* 
Oovcnioi  mnvvd  In  rcpeil  the  Tarrltnrinl  law  cnllUvd.  '-An  Apt  pmhlliiUne  tliii  Mid 
Dl  aplrliunut  and  other  InlOKicaElog  liquor*  lo  Indluii."    Mullan  ngTeed  to. 

On  uiullnn  al  Juitgr  Turnor, 

Xnolvtii.  TbrUthi-  (iu*rrDflrbp  rvquratcd  to  lonrird  ■  rpprcicDtatlon  lo  CoogmaL 
eiprcaslve  nf  iha  liicreaiIn;T»1ne  of  ttio  rorrvcct  piiblli'  »>FitDni  of  land,  some  ol 
vhlcli  cntild  nnir  tie  vended  lor  Tnlusblu  condilGmllosiL,  to  ilie  fnrthenuiao  or  n- 
IlKlOiianilcdiii'HllOn, 

The  U'S<Blnliire  mpldallr  unU)  (arlnto  Aufutt.and  tnoMCtciIagnalitealDf  ir«(y 
lmi">rtiiiic  bu'iiKJM.   The  report  Of  Uie  commlulonen  tot  llL-enalnft  lareroi  antfl 
ui<.'r<']ini>i!i  »ii>ro^<'lvi'<lHndl)lMl.  ■ 

Mr.  i7ti'iilu'ii  Wiiiiil,  Tnnaurerol  Hamlltou  nountr,  wn*  caU«I  on  to  jirodaoe  UM 
bofik^  mid  r'"l"'f».  Ii"i  I"  Ihej-  Were  IimnA  rtttpellve,  hf  wn*  iirmilliMl  lo  vlthiln^^ 
When  finally  prc-'cnto't,  fn  ihr-  7[)i  nf  August,  I  nutt  that  the 
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given  time,  while  the  only  communication  is  by  the  river,  which 
can  not  always  be'  ascended,  and  often  not  without  danger  from  the 
savages,  must  necessarily  render  our  appointed  meetings  precarious, 
and  will,  I  hope,  excuse  my  requesting  your  attendance  at  this  time, 
without  previous  notice.     It  was,  doubtless,  owing  to  some  or  all*  of 

that  the  Governor  should  caase  public  ferries  to  be  established.  And.  whereas,  os 
no  law  concerning  ferries  can  be  found  for  adoption,  but  such  as  are  of  a  local,  not 
general  nature,  and  It  being  essentially  requisite  that  ferries  should  Immediately  be 
established  throughout  the  Territory,  and  a  mode  directed  for  fixing  the  rates  of 
ferriage. 

Resolved,  Therefore,  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to  declare,  by  priMslamation  or 
otherwise,  from  time  to  time,  what  ferries  shall  be  erected,  by  whom  to  be  kept,  and 
where; 

Resolved,  Also,  that  the  several  courts  of  quarter-sessions  be  empowered,  and  they 

are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  fix,  from  time  to  time,  the  rates  to  be  de- 

manded  at  the  ferries  now  or  hereafter  to  be  established  in  their  respective  counties, 

having  regard  to  the  distance  which  such  ferry-boats  have  to  travel,  and  the  danger 

or  difficulties  incident  to  the  n^me. 

August  16, 
Assembled  accordingly. 

Judge  Turner  moved,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  that  all  resolutions  operating  as  laws, 

be  from  time  to  time  printed  and  added  to  the  laws,  by  way  of  appendix. 

The  work  of  this  Legislature  Is  best  shown  by  the  titles  of  the  laws  as  completed: 

1.  Subjecting  real  estate  to  execution  for  debt.  [Pub.  June  1.  Took  effect  August  15.] 

2.  Regulating  domestic  attachments.    [Puh.  June  1.    Took  effect  August  15.] 

3.  For  the  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts.    [Pub.  June  S.    Took  effect  Oc- 
tober 1.] 

4.  Concerning  defalcation.    {Pub.  June  5.    Took  effect  August  15.] 

5.  To  prevent  unnecessary  delays  in  causes,  after  issue  joined.  [Pub.  June 5.  Took 
effect  August  15.] 

Ci.  EstttbliMhing  courts  of  judicature.    [Pub.  June  0.    Took  effect  August  15.] 

7.  For  the  limitation  of  actions.    {Pub.  June  10.    Took  effect  October  I.] 

8.  For  the  relief  of  persons  conscientiously  scrupulous  to  take  an  oath  in  the 
common  form.    [Pub.  June  11.    Took  effect  October  1.] 

9.  For  the  recovery  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  directing  how  the  same  are  to  be 
estreated.    [Pub.  June  11.    Took  effect  June  11.  ] 

10.  Ascertaining  and  regulating  the  fees  of  the  several  officers  and  persons  thcroiu 
named.    [Pub.  June  10.    Took  effect  October  1.] 

11.  For  establishing  orphans'  courts.    [Pub.  June  16.    Took  effect  October  1. 1 

12.  For  the  settlement  of  intestates'  estates.    [Pub.  June  16.    Took  effect  August  15.] 

13.  To  license  and  regulate  t^iverns      [Pub.  June  17.    Took  effect  August  15.] 

14.  Establishing  the  recorder's  office.    [Pub.  June  15.    Took  effect  August  1.] 

15.  For  raising  county  rates  and  levies.    [  Pub.  June  19.     Took  effect  October  1.] 
IG.  For  the  relief  of  the  poor.    [Pub.  June  19.    Took  effect  October  i.) 

17.  Concerning  the  probate  of  wills,  written  or  nunolutlve.  [Pub.  June  19.  Tboit 
effect  October  1.] 

18.  Regulating  inclosures.    [Pub.  June  25.    Took  effect  October  l.\ 

19.  As  to  the  order  of  paying  debts  of  persons  deceased.  [Pub.  June  26.  Took  im- 
mediate effect.] 

20.  Concerning  trespassing  animals.    (Pub.  June  26.    Took  effect  October  1.] 

21.  Directing  how  husband  and  wife  may  convey  their  estates.  [Pub.  June  56. 
Took  effect  August  15.] 

2L  For  the  speedy  assignment  of  dower.    {Pub.  July  U.    Took  effect  October  1.] 

23.  Giving  remedies  in  equity,  in  certain  cases.  [Pub.  July  U.  Took  effect  Seplem- 
*>erl.] 

24.  Annulling  the  distinction  between  petit  treason  and  murder.  [Puh.  July  U. 
Took  effect  October  1.] 

25.  Declaring  what  laws  shall  be  in  force.    [Pub.  July  lU.    Took  effect  October  1.] 
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ihi'pe  causes  that  the  proposed  in«^eting  iii  Septf  mber  last  ira*  ft 
tratcd.     Bi)di!y  iiidispusitiun  prevcutcd  mv  trum  keeping  the  1 
appointment,  and  tin:  vexatiou  that  a,tQSe  from  a  sense  of  the  truth 
bU'  1  hod  gis't^n  tu  uue  uf  you  genlJciuen,  and  for  auj  tbiog  1 1! 
know  to  btitli,  added  uo  Utile  to  that  iiidi«p<jsiiiuu. 

It  has  for  u  long  time  past,  geutlemeu,  beeu  lay  anxious  deatS:  I 
that  the  legislature  should  bo  convcnt'd.  The  circunn stances  of  th4  ■ 
Territory  have  required  it  in  a  variety  of  ghapee.  The  civil  audi  I 
criminal  codes  arc  both  incomplete;  and  if  the  couitii unity  liava  1 
suflered  no  real  injury  therefrom,  tliey  Imve  at  least  I'Spurieuccd  is-' J 
eon  veil  ion  CCS.  Other  objects  would  also  have  demanded  our  atteiK^l 
tion  at  an  earlier  day,  but  opinions  outcptained  in  the  legislature  of  1~ 
the  United  States  as  to  th(»  constitutionality,  and,  couM'q neatly,  thv^^ 
binding  foree  of  the  territ«rial  statutes,  rendered  it,  iu  a  high  degree^  i 


The  Ordinance  for  the  goveruraeut  of  the  Territory,  passed  by 
CougTCSi)  in  July,  1787,  is  unquestionably  the  conetitutioo  or  obarter 
of  this  colony.  A  bill,  gentlemen,  passed  the  House  of  Repreeeaita- 
tives  in  the  last  sessii)n  of  Congress,  and  for  disapproving  of  all  th« 
laws  that  had  l)eeu  enacted  at  this  place,  from  July  to  December  in- 
clusive. In  the  year  17112,  tin  the  groiinil,  as  I  am  informed,  that  the 
Governor  and  jmlges  have  no  ]«iwer,  liy  the  constitution  of  the 
government,  to  make  hnvs,  hut  only  inlnpt  siutl  pulilisli  such  laws 
of  the  original  States  a.i  slioiild  upi»'ur  lu  tlicui  best  ^-uited  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  inhidiiljiut:-.  Had  lluit  liill  pa.'^^ed  into  a  law, 
thiiu;;h  thcIiiHseiiaelcd  williizi  the  piTJod  referred  to  might  have 
been  tlic  special  ohji'd,  llie  pniifiple  would  luive  reached  to  every 
kvv  oxisiiug  in  tlie  Tenil.iry.  T)ic  Senate  di<l  not  agree  with  the 
House  of  lie]  ireseu  tilt  Ives,  and,  eonf^etniently,  it  ilid  not  become  a 
Uiw ;  but  if  1  am  riglitjy  iniiirmed,  it.  was  not  owing  to  a  difference 
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in  opinion,  but  as  they  considered  them  all  ipso  f ado  void,  they 
thought  it  improper  to  declare  any  of  them  so  by  an  act  of  the  leg- 
islature. 

It  has  always  been  my  opinion,  gentlemen,  that  whenever  the  laws 
of  the  Territory  were  considered  by  the  legislature  of  the  United 
States  in  a  constitutional  point  of  view,  they  would  be  annulled. 
And,  although  I  gave  way  to  the  mode  that  has  been  pursued  in 
forming  them,  and  have  assented  to  many  of  them,  it  was  not  till 
after  a  long  altercation  with  the  first  judges,  Mr.  Parsons  and  Mr. 
Varnum,  that  it  was  gone  into.  I  found  myself,  in  some  measure, 
forced  to  it ;  for  I  was  not  happy  enough  to  be  able  to  convince  them 
of  its  impropriety,  and,  unless  the  one  or  the  other  receded,  so- 
ciety must  have  been  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  and  I  preferred  submit- 
ting to  what  my  mind  disapproved  of  rather  than  that  the  commu- 
nity should  be  in  such  a  situation,  not  doubting  but  Congress  would 
soon  correct  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  deference,  gentlemen,  I  had  to  the  opinions 
of  your  predecessors,  wliicli,  it  was  most  probable,  as  they  were  men 
who  had  somej  eminence  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  were  more 
correct  than  mine,  before  I  consented  to  the  making  laws,  I  thought 
it  necessary,  after  all  our  conversations,  to  address  them  in  writing 
more  tlian  once  on  tlie  subject,  and  to  put  those  letters  on  the  records 
of  the  Territory  as  a  kind  of  standing  protest  against  the  measure 
I  was  dragged  into.  As  those  letters  were  fully  explanatory  of  my 
sentiments  at  that  time,  and  they  have  not  since  been  changed,  I 
will  take  the  liberty  to  lay  before  you  some  extracts  from  them,  and 
from  an  address  to  the  people  on  setting  the  government  in  motion : 
**  You  will  observe,  gentlemen,  that  part  of  the  system  which 
has  been  formed  for  this  country,  and  is  now  to  take  effect,  is  tem- 
porary only — suited  to  your  infant  situation,  and  to  continue  no 
longer  than  that  state  of  your  infancy  shall  last.  During  that  period 
the  judges,  with  my  assistance,  are  to  select  from  the  laws  of  the 
mother  States  such  laws  as  may  be  thought  proper  for  you.  This  is 
a  very  important  part  of  our  duty,  and  will  be  attended  to  with  the 
greatest  care.'' — Address  at  Marietta  on  openimj  the  Government ^  July 
9f/i,  1788. 

"  Upon  the  application  of  the  whole  of  the  proprietors  (speaking 
of  the  Ohio  Company),  a  law  si)ecially  regulating  their  property,  in 
order  to  rescue  it  from  the  caprice  of  individuals,  might  with  pro- 
priety be  made;  but  whether  the  i)resent  legislature  of  the  Territory 
could  be  competent,  may  well  admit  of  doubt.  They  have  power 
to  adopt  laws  only  ."—Letter  to  the  Judges,  Jidy  29//i,  1788. 
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"  But  YOU  will  pardon  me.  gentlemen,  for  mcutioniag  nncc  nioi^l 
that  I  suspect  ive  are  overpassing  the  line  of  our  duly  tn  Jinr, 
neiv  lawe  in  any  eaee;  and  tiiat,  when  we  dii  ho,  the  uecessity  of  ti 
case  can  \x  our  ouiy  justification.     The  Orilitiau(%  of  C'oiigrees  e 
powers  UB  '  to  adopt  sucli  Uws  of  the  original  States,  criwiuo]  an 
civil,  as  may  be  necessary  and  beat  suited  to  the  circuiuetances  o 
the  district.'     Id  departing  from  that  rul»,  we  certainly  cxjmbc  our- 
selves to  censure  from  Congresa ;  aud  Widcs,  there  may  l»  some 
doubt  08  to  the  validity  of  eucb  laws  aa  are  adopted  and  published 
under  any  other;  and  it  may  not  be  unworthy  of  your  considerfttioD 
wlu'llitr,  ujun  an  exception  l)eiug  taken  boforo  you,  in  your  judicial  -i 
CBpiiciiy.  you  would  not  be  obliged  to  decide  against  the  law,  ani'4 
dei'larc  it  ii  nullily.     I  agreed  to  the  militia  law  fully  under  the  ii 
pre.-siou  of  these  sentiments,  because  the  necessity  of  self^defenaq  ^ 
must  supersede  other  consideraiions." — iMUr  la  t/ie  Judget,  July  30fl^  i 
1788. 

"I  was  in  hopes  that  my  being  informed  of  the  precise  I 
you  had  affixed  to  the  word  law*,  as  it  ia  used  in  the  Ordinance  (tf^ 
Congress,  which  empowers  the  Governor  and  judges  to  adopt  sueb^ 
of  those  of  the  original  States  as  may  be  necessary  and  suited  to 
the  cireumwtances  of  the  district,  aud  as  it  is  used  by  you  in  your 
letter  of  the  31st  July,  would  biivc  thniwn  some  light  upon  that 
letter,  mid  sjiorleued  tlie  answer  I  siiould  be  oblif^ed  to  make  to  it. 
Uiiiale  in  the  manner  I  expressed  my 
idj;  was,  for  the  word  in  the  Ordinance 
tlie  'emies  or  bodies  of  laws'  iudefi- 
;  j-eneral  nature  aud  spirit  to  the  vast 
L  tliey  are  conversant.'  I  can  not  find 
hiiw  tliis  ex|)lLiniition  applies;  I  will  not,  however,  tntublc  you  any 
further  iibnui  it,  but  jiroeeed  ti>  reply  to  the  letter. 
"  I  observe  y.iu  siiy  il  is  one  of  the  questions  arisiiif;  out  of  mine  of 
the  IJdth,  whether,  in  toniiing  and  truns'criltiuj.'  laws,  we  f^hould  con- 
nect with  geueral  subjects  all  the  particulars  that  may  have  rela- 
(iiui  to  those  penerid  ^uhjei-ls.  Amither  is,  how  far  the  iiarticidars 
respeetiiitr  the  pnibiite  law  sh^iuhi  have  intiucnce.  In  forming  laws 
upon  geueral  sitbjei-Is.  it  may  l>e  ilitiicull  to  connect  all  the  i»articu- 
hirs  Ihat  may  liave  rclntii>ii  to  tliuso  general  subjects.  So  far,  bow- 
ever,  iis  it  is  iio^sible  to  reci)lleel  all  the  |iiirliculars,  it  sliould  be  done, 
aud  those  particulars  ioserled  iu  aud  Ix-come  jmrts  of  the  ,=ame  law. 
Aud  after  all  tlie  altenlii)ii  that  legislators  can  jMiy  to  particulars,  it 
will  be  abuosl  always  foiiji<l,  when  the  laws  are  |mt  in  o|>eratioii, 
that  louiiy  tliinj^s  liave  beeu  omitted  aud,  consequently,  must  be  sup- 
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plied ;  and  frequently  (from  their  taking  a  different  direction  from 
what  was  intended),  be  explained.  Forming  and  transcribing  laws 
are  two  very  different  things ;  for  transcribing  laws,  to  give  a  mean- 
ing to  the  expression  here,  must  be  applied  to  some  of  the  laws  of 
the  original  States  that  may  be  thought  proper  to  be  adopted.  I 
presume  we  must  take  them  as  we  find  them,  so  far  as  they  apply 
to  our  circumstances.  How  far  the  particulars  suggested  respecting 
a  probate  law  may  have  influence  with  you,  gentlemen,  I  know  not 
— they  have  very  great  influence  with  me.  There  is  another  cir- 
cumstance besides,  which  influences  me  not  a  little.  It  was  hinted 
at  only,  and  distantly ;  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  it  expressly. 
When  I  have  bound  myself  by  law  to  the  creation  of  an  office,  unless 
the  powers  and  duties  of  the  oflicer  who  is  to  fill  it  are  detailed  in 
the  law,  a  difference  of  opinion  may  arise  respecting  those  powers 
and  duties,  and  I  run  the  risk  of  being  obliged  to  leave  it  to  be 
guided  entirely  by  the  rules  of  the  common  law,  supposing  it  to  be 
an  office  known  to  the  common  law,  or,  by  rules  that  I  may  think 
impose  too  much  or  too  little  restraint.  To  this  risk  I  am  not  willing 
nor  is  it  pro^^er  U)  expose  myself,  because  I  should  thereby  lose,  in  that 
case,  the  control  which,  I  think,  tlie  Ordinance  has  given  me  in  all 
cases.  Here  again  I  am  afraid  I  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  with 
your  honors,  for,  from  another  part  of  your  letter,  it  seems  to  be 
your  opinion  that  when  the  judges  agree  in  adopting  a  law  it  will 
acquire  the  requisite  validity  without  the  consent  of  the  Governor. 
The  passage  in  the  Ordinance  is  in  these  words  :  *  The  Governor 
and  judgcis,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  adopt  and  publish,*  etc. 
It  is  true,  the  punctuation  would  favor  the  construction  you  seem 
inclined  to  put  upon  it;  but  I  believe  it  is  not  the  true  sense,  and  that 
Gmgress  intended  that  the  assent  of  the  Governor  should  be  neces- 
sary to  all  laws  adopted  during  this  stage  of  the  temporary  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  all  laws  formed  by  the  general  assembly,  after 
it  shall  have  been  organized.  I  presume,  gentlemen,  that  Congress 
thought  there  would  be  an  impropriety,  at  least,  in  leaving  the  cuiop- 
tion  of  laws  by  which  the  i)eople  of  the  district  were  to  be  governed 
for  a  time,  solely  to  the  persons  who  were  to  expound  them.  How 
much  greater  would  that  impropriety  be,  if  it  goes  not  only  to  the 
adoption,  but  the  formation  of  laws.  The  judges  would,  in  that 
case,  be  complete  legislators,  which  is  the  very  definition  of  tyranny ; 
and,  though  that  arrangement  might,  in  your  hands,  gentlemen, 
produce  no  evils,  no  man  can  tell  how  long  this  stage  of  the  govern- 
ment will  last,  or  who  may  be  your  successors.     Nor  could  it  fail  to 
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pruduco  much  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  tlie  people  over  wbom  ■ 
possibly  opprpssLvp  an  auiliority  was  established. 
"  I  ttcknoviledgp  I  do  not  perfectly  iindtTstand  what   is  meant  t 
the  '  lies,  con ni^ct ions,  and  auburdiutitlonH,'  that  are  »aid  i<i  ejibt  ii 
culoniiil  giivoruDieuts,  Olid    'to  which  lawx  mit»t  bu  iip{iliMl.'      I  < 
not  take  ihofe  lies,  connections,  clo..  (whatever  thoy  niar  bo),  to  I 
at  all  the  object  of  laws.    By  inakiii);  them  the  objects  «f  law, 
existence  of  ^)verume]it  might,  indeed,  bo  endangerod.'     No  lawa 
which  cuuld  have  a  tendency  to  ircaken  or  ihistroy  the  '  tie*,  txiii*f 
neetioDP,  and  sulNinlination^'  of  this  iliMtTtct  with  the  United  Ststesi  J 
could,  crjijiiistLnl  »itli  our  duly,  iH-cilhcrformfd  urndnpU'd;  and  li 
that  might  hikve  ii  di.i-Iiircd  purjKWC  to  strengthen  thow  lies  wouldi^ 
ID  eflet't,  wcukcti  t1i<-m,  because  they  rest  nixin  anDtber  foundation^ 
whiili  .■very  Hiiili  law  would  lend  to  sap.     It  is  unsafe  gmuiw 
and  iiuglil   nol  In  lie  traveled  upon.     I  presume  not  to  Bay  whi 
'  till' pitviT.-'  ought  to  have  liecii.'     As  they  arc,  and  iw  I  tiodsi 
stand  tliein,  they  seeiiied  calculated  to  answer  uil  tlm  purpu«iw    ' 
fmmers  of  the  Ordinauce'    could  have  IumI  in  view,  \\z:     '  to 
vide  fi>r  the  wifety  and  happiness  of  the  people  who  might  ren 
into  this  country,  luid  to  protect  their  pni[H'rty  until  they  should 
k'  sufticiciitly  luinuTous  to  h'frir^liitf  for  tliemseivcs.  and  to  preserve 
them  ill  !i  due  depen<lence  upon  the  ircncriil  (iuverinncnt.'     I  agree 
with  von.  friMilhiiicn.   tliiit    the    '.■l,ni-e  in  .picsti.>n.'    and   cverv 
•  otJicr  ehiuse  in  the  (  hdiuuiK'c.  slmnld  iv,viv<'  a   lihend  c.^n^^tnictioii 
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serveh,  is  the  cdarter  of  the  Territory,  it  is  probable  that  it  is  the 
true  construction.  I  shall,  therefore,  recommend  to  you  again  to 
^ive  that  instrument  an  attentive  perusal,  and  compare  the  letter 
and  the  spirit  of  it  with  the  manner  in  which  we  have  hitherto  pro- 
ceeded ;  and  if  you  find  any  opposition  or  discordance  between 
them,  I  am  certain  you  will  advise  an  immediate  change  of 
measures. 

While  I  am  on  this  subject,  I  will  trouble  you  with  one  observa- 
tion more,  though  it  might,  perhai)3,  be  brought  forward  with  more 
propriety  as  a  reason  for  repealing  a  particular  law.  It  is  this,  that 
the  people  are  entitled  to  judicial  proceedings,  according  to  the 
course  of  the  common  law,  is  an  express  article  of  compact  between 
the  original  States  and  them.  It  seems  to  me,  that,  supposing  the 
power  of  the  Governor  and  judges  to  make  laws  were  clear  (which 
it  certainly  is  not),  the  law  prescribing  the  forms  of  writs  and  pro- 
cess has  greatly  narrowed  the  right  resulting  from  that  article,  and 
cases  will  arise  to  which  it  will  l^e  found  to  be  wholly  inapplicable ; 
and  that,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  common  law  (which  does  not 
permit  the  blending  of  different  remedies  for  the  same  wrong,  or 
prevent  a  choice  of  the  remedy  where  it  has  given  more  than  one), 
a  humane  creditor  is,  in  some  cases  after  judgment  is  obtained,  com- 
pelled to  imprison  his  debtor,  or  forever  forego  his  remedy  against 
him.  The  vast  variety  of  writ^  known  to  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land were  introduced  for  the  safety  of  the  people,  and  the  learned 
Judge  Blackstone,  speaking  of  some  difficulties  arising  to  the  law 
student,  not  to  the  people,  from  that  variety,  breaks  out  into  a  kind 
of  rapturous  exultation :  *'  This  difficulty,"  says  he,  **  however  great 
it  may  appear,  will  shrink  to  nothing  ui)on  a  nearer  and  more  fre^ 
quent  approach.  And,  such  as  it  is,  it  arises  from  the  excellence 
of  our  English  laws,  which  adapt  their  redress  exactly  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  injury,  and  do  not  punish  one  and  the  same  ac- 
tion for  different  wrongs  which  are  innK)ssible  to  be  brought  within 
the  same  description,  whereby  every  man  knows  what  satisfactiim 
he  is  entitled  to  expect  from  the  courts  of  justice,  and  as  little  as 
possible  is  left  in  the  breast  of  the  judge,  whom  the  law  appoints  to 
administer,  and  not  to  prescribe  the  remedy."  Black.  Com.,  Vol.  3, 
page  266.  And,  again,  on  the  next  page,  he  observes  **  that  this  in- 
tricacy of  legal  process  will  be  found,  when  attentively  considered, 
to  be  one  of  those  troublesome,  but  not  dangerous,  evils  which  have 
their  root  in  the  frame  of  our  constitution,  and  which,  therefore, 
can  never  be  cured  witJwut  hazarding  e\)ery  fhhig  that  is  dear  to  us. 
In  absolute  governments,  where  new  arrangements  of  property  and 
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a  gra<li[al  c!iaii]:e  of  miinnors  have  destroyed  the  ori^iaal  ideas  o^l 
which  Uie  lans  were  devise*!  and  established,  the  prince,  by  ha 
edict,  may  jironuilge  a  new  code,  more  oiilted  t<3  the  presctit  emer- 
^ucie«^.  A  single  legislabtr — a  i:^)lon  orLycurgue,  n  Justiuinii  or  a 
Frederick — nmy  at  any  liinti  fcirin  ii  concise  and,  perhnpn,  a  unifbrm 
plau  of  justice;  and  evil  bet'uic.  tliat  pretamptumii  gulgect  wlio  que^ 
liiniK  Ih  wisdom  or  lOilUi/,  But,  who  tiiat  is  acquainted  witli  the  dif- 
ficulty ot  new  inodeiiug  any  branch  of  the  Btatul^?  law  (though  re- 
ktiog  but  to  roads  or  parish  settlemenU)  will  conceive  it  ever  feas- 
iblt!  to*  alter  any  liindainental  jioiut  of  the  common  law,  with  all 
its  consequents  and  appendages. '' 

Whatever,  gentlemen,  maybe  your  wntiniciita  on 
the  aubjeet  of  our  legisliitive  powers,  two  thiDfrs  arc  clearly  wH 
them,  viz.,  to  adopt  aud  publish  laws  and  to  repeal  those  of' 
making.  TIk-  first  is,  indisputably,  given  by  the  Conslimtion  of  tie 
Territory,  and  the  second  by  the  act  of  the  lluiled  States.  Tliat  all 
doubts,  therefore,  may  be  removed,  I  would  advise  au  immediate 
rejK^al  of  all  the  laws  of  the  Terrilory,  and  that  laws  of  some  or  all 
of  the  original  States  be  adopted  and  published  in  their  stead.  In 
doiug  the  lost  we  shall  act  in  tr'  t  conf  rn  'ty  t  the  b}  r  1  the 
letter    f  tl  (  C)r  1  luince     a    1  if  the  la  \^  ad  [  te  1  arc   1   approved 
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earlier  point  of  time.  It  was  produced  by  some  proceedings  of  the 
judges  of  the  County  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county  of 
Hamilton.  The  original  commission  to  that  court  ran  without  any 
limitation  as  to  its  duration.  The  secretary  of  the  Territory,  at  a 
time  when  the  powers  of  the  Governor  devolved  upon  him,  for  good 
reasons,  thought  proper  to  issue  a  new  commission  to  that  court, 
limited  expressly  to  continue  in  force  during  pleasure.  The  judges 
of  the  court  had  mistakenly  considered  the  want  of  limitation  in 
the  original  commission  as  rendering  it  equivalent  to  one  expressly 
conditional  to  continue  in  force  during  good  behavior;  and  that,  of 
course,  it  could  neither  be  revoked  nor  superseded,  .but  in  conse- 
quence of  some  misdemeanor  legally  ascertained.  They  refused  to 
be  sworn  in  under  the  new  commission,  and  proceeded  to  assemble 
and  do  business  as  a  court  under  the  original  one.  As  their  proceed- 
ings in  that  case  were  clearly  vicious,  for  the  new  commission  su- 
perseded the  former  one,  and  as  it  may  be  that  considerable  property 
rests  upon  adjudications  then  made  by  them,  I  should  have  recom- 
mended an  act  to  render  them  valid.  The  power  of  granting  writs 
of  habeas  corpus,  which  is,  I  believe,  exclusively  in  the  judges  of 
the  general  court,  has  also  been  claimed,  and  in  one  instance,  as  I 
am  informed,  exercised  by  those  judges.  Although,  under  my  pres- 
ent impressions,  I  can  not  now  recommend,  and  could  not  consent 
to  a  law  to  sanction  those  proceedings,  which  must,  if  called  in 
question,  stand  or  fall  upon  their  own  merit  or  demerit.  Yet,  I  think 
there  would  be  no  impropriety  in  the  Governor  and  judges  declaring 
their  sense  ^upon  them  both,  and  I  am  persuaded  it  would  have  the 
salutary  effect  to  keep  the  administration  of  justice  steady  and  reg- 
ular, and  its  stream  undisturbed. 


Answer  of  Judges  Symmes  and  Turner  to  the  Governor's 
Speech  delivered  in  their  Legislative  Capacity. 

We  reciprocate  with  your  Excellency  that  satisfaction  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  express  at  the  opportunity  that  now  enables  us 
to  assemble  in  our  legislative  capacity ;  and  the  more  so,  since  we 
are  sensible  of  the  difficulties  that  occasionally  must  occur  in  bring- 
ing the  legislative  members  together  at  given  times.  Permit  us  to 
congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  seeing  you  again  among  us. 

That  our  codes,  both  civil  and  criminal,  are  incomplete,  and  that, 
in  consequence,  the  people  have  experienced  inconvenience  is  un- 
questionable.    But  nothing,  on  our  part,  shall  be  wanting  to  concur 
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with  yon,  sir,  in  obviating.'  esiating  defects,  and  makinp;  such  li^gi*- 
Intivi-  [irnvifinn  in  tlie  tnmre  a»  may  1*  imiFt  ciDducivc  In  thi?  pub- 
lic wtal.  Tlie  opinion?  ciilertoined  in  the  iegistature  iif  thi-  tlnited 
Ktutci',  as  li>  the  force  of  our  Teiritorinl  statutes,  are  n<v:iiliarly  cD- 
titled  to  cf>nsi<lcration. 

We  acknowledge  that  the  Ordinance  of  17K7  is  the  CoMtitutioa  of 
thig  Territorv.  But  tloiihts  have  arisen  as  to  the  coDstructiou  uf  It. 
From  these  doiilit,';,  and  the  apparent  difficulty  of  stdivtiiig  Invr* 
from  the  original  States  suited,  in  all  cntn-s,  lothcliXMl  fircumstanvrs 
of  the  Territorv,  and  from  the  wort! a  "  adojilwi  or  made,"  iis  need 
hi  the  Ordinance,  we  miiy  infer  that  the  principle  of  nartinij  grew 
up  in  preference  to  that  of  adoptin);  laws.  To  Bomo  of  tis,  in- 
deefl,  there  appeared  tr)  Ih?  lii  the  Ordioanee  a  degree  of  ambiguity 
that  mipht  seem  to  justify  either  the  one  or  the  other ;  and,  thnit^h 
the  instrument  ixiiiitK  to  distinct  periods  of  time,  yet  thnsp  {icrind^ 
do  not  weni  to  l>e  so  strongly  marked  or  separated  as  not  to  bo  open 
to  ft  diflerenre  of  opinion. 

That  res]K'ct  which  is  ibie  to  the  legislature  of  the  nciieral  C3fjv- 
ernment  wiil.  liDwevcr.  always  incline  u?  to  pay  the  prcotcst  defi-r- 
encc  to  its  opinions.  Ymu-  Excellniey  tella  \ia  that,  for  aQntllling' 
certain  eiiaeling  r^tatutes  of  the  Territory,  a  bill  had  lately  patted  in 
the  House  of  lieprecciitatives  of  the  United  States,  nud  was  non- 
concuri  d  in  in  the  Sfrale,  aa  you  are  informed  ;  not  from  n  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  but  from  u  jicrBunsiiin  that  fuch  statutes  were  ipgii 
J'ticio  void  in  themselves,  and,  therefore,  improper  to  be  declarecl  to 
he  iiu  ael  of  that  lejrislature. 

Let  us  iidvcM  here  to  an  net  of  Congress  passed  May  8,  1792; 
we  shall  then'  see,  if  nut  a  direct,  at  Ic-ast  an  implied  recognition  of 
the  |H.wcr  to  eiKicl.  as  escreised  by  the  (.iovcrnor  and  judges.  Sec.  I. 
"The  laws  of  ilic  Territory  of  the  north-west  of  the  liiver  Ohio 
that  have  iHrn  or  that  hfixatter  may  be  enacted  by  the  GnveriKir, 
judges,  etc."  And  agtiiu,  Sec.  II.  "Tlie  Governor  and  judges  of 
the  Terrii.ny  norlh-wcsi  of  the  Hiver  Ohio  shall  be,  and  hereby 
are  authorized,  to  rc[H'nl  the  laws  liij  llifm  Mmh,  etc." 

Whether  these  clauses  had  luiy.  aud  what  inilucnce  towards  con- 
tinidiig  till-  pr;ictii'e  of  originating  Jaws,  is  not  for  ua  to  say,  as  one 
of  IIS  only  was  present  a(  the  hist  sn'ssion.  But,  it  may  fairly  be 
presumcl'.  their  weight  «..idd  be  iTiconsidembte. 

As  it  seems,  sir,  to  !"■  yniir  opinion  that  the  legislature  ought  to 
confine  itself  to  the  prineipU'  ol'  aduiilion  alone,  we  are  ready  to 
meet  you  on  that  ground,  ill  nrdei'  timt  no  impediment  may  lie  in 
the  way  <if  legislative  iluty,     TIktc  being  hut  a  bare  majority  of 
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* 
the   members  assembled,   unanimity  now   becomes  indispensable. 

Without  this,  our  legal  code,  by  far  too  inadequate,  at  present,  to 
answer  the  ends  of  good  government,  would  remain  as  it  is,  and  our 
meeting  prove  nugatory. 

It  is  true,,  however,  and  we  mention  it  with  regret,  that  there  are 
some  laws  of  which  the  Territory  is  in  great  need,  but  which,  from 
the  locality,  we  despair  of  finding  among  those  of  the  original  States. 
The  chasm  in  this  case  can  only  be  supplied  by  the  authority  of 
Congress,  expressly  extended  to  us  by  statute.  But,  whether  that 
honorable  body,  whose  legislative  functions  are  of  a  general  nature, 
would  think  it  proper  to  interfere  in  this  respect,  is  a  question  that 
belongs  not  to  us  to  determine. 

In  one  of  the  quotations  from  your  correspondence  with  the  former 
judges,  and  with  which  you  have  favored  us  in  your  speech,  it  seems 
that  a  difference  of  opinion  existed  as  to  a  negative  on  the  laws  then 
claimed  by  the  Governor.  You  have  said,  **  there  would  be  an  im- 
propriety, at  least,  in  leaving  the  adoption  of  laws  by  which  the 
people  of  the  district  were  to  be  governed  for  a  time,  solely  to  the 
persons  who  were  to  expound  them." 

We  grant  the  impropriety.  The  time  when  the  Ordinance  was 
framed,  the  temporary  government  which  it  had  for  its  object,  and 
the  early  existing  circumstances  of  this  country,  must  plead  its 
apology.  But,  we  would  submit  to  your  Excellency  whether  this 
impropriety  could  either  be  lessened  or  removed  by  leaving  to  the 
Governor  a  negative  on  laws  to  be  adopted  by  a  legislative  body, 
never  composed  of  more  than  four  and  generally  of  but  three  mem- 
bers, when  he  has  a  right  to  sit  as  one,  and  as  one  to  debate  and  vote 
on  those  laws  in  common  with  the  rest? 

What  does  the  Constitution  say  ?  "  The  Governor  and  judges,  or 
a  majority  of  tJiem,  shall  adopt  and  publish,"  etc.  Words,  we  pre- 
sume can  not  be  stronger,  let  the  punctuation  be  what  it  will.  To 
us,  they  convey  a  prompt,  a  decisive  meaning,  namely,  that  the 
three  judges  may  assemble  in  the  Governor's  absence  and  adopt 
laws  at  discretion.  Besides,  sir,  the  word  negative  is  not  to  be 
found  throughout  the  Constitution  or  Ordinance,  so  far  as  it  regards 
the  present  government. 

Painful  as  it  is  for  us  to  differ,  in  any  instance,  with  your  Excel- 
lency, yet  the  subject  in  question  being  now  before  the  public,  pub- 
lic duty  (and,  we  dare  say,  your  own  wish)  requires  that  our  opin- 
ions should  not  be  suppressed. 

We  will  recollect,  sir,  that  when  we  first  had  the  honor  to  meet 
you  at  this  place  in  our  legislative  capacity,  you  expressed  doubts 
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of  mir  (Tinslitiitional  ptiwer  to  mtiit  Inwa.  Wi*  remenilwr.  ton,  that 
the  bt«t  coDgiik'ratiun  we  wtiild  then  give  tht^i  <>nl!iiuii(.-<!  iiiclia«d  us 
to  believe  that  ihc  powers  either  to  wfopl  or  viakr  law?  wore  optioBiJ 
Kf-  to  the  legislatrjTB.  If  our  con atr action  of  the  Ordioanco  be  to 
this  respect  faulty,  it  must  have  arisen  from  that  seetninj;  amhigui^ 
we  have  nlrca<!y  noticed. 

We  agree  that  "  the  [wiwer  of  thi*  (loverimr  aud  judges  to  repeal 
laws  by  tliem  mculf,"  is  not  tii  be  found  in  the  Ordinance.  It  Ww 
superadded,  as  you  have  observed,  hy  a  law  of  the  United  States. 
Nor  do  we  hesitate  to  declare  with  you,  sir,  tiiat  it  would  bo  "  loo 
broad  an  inference"  to  draw  from  the  words  "  ^  rt«H  made" — on 
implication  that  might  contradict  either  the  spirit  or  the  letter  of 
the  Ordinance.  Enatied  would  be  a  much  stronger  word  ;  It  is  a 
word  of  nnefjuiviical  purport,  and  may  be  found,  as  we  have  already 
shown,  in  the  preceding  section  of  the  same  act.  We  do  not,  bow- 
ever,  mean  to  say  how  far  the  fundamental  principles  of  a  compact 
between  the  |KHipIe  and  the  goTernmcnt  can  be  affected  by  subee- 
qucnt  acts  not  sanctioned  by  the  consent  of  the  former. 

Oordially  we  unite  with  your  Excellency  in  expressing  our  disap- 
prolmtion  of  that  law  where  a  form  of  pi'ocesa  is  established  that 
woulil  rompel  a  humane  creditor  to  imprison  the  body  of  his  debtor. 
The  form,  though  borrowed  from  the  Massacliusetta  code,  is  not,  in 
our  opinion,  conpenia!  to  the  mild  geniiin  of  the  common  law  ;  and, 
therefore,  wo  shall  clioerfully  concur  with  yon  in  the  rcjwal  of  that 
l^rt,  or  the  whole  of  tin-  hiw,  shoul.l  it  lic'foiiml  needful. 

Pursuant  to  your  rccntumcudntiim,  we  whall  join  you  in  taking 
into  serious  deliberation  tiie  jiroposctl  repeal  nf  the  present  laws. 

In  all  mutters  that  mav  promote  the  siifcly  and  happiness  of  the 
peojile,  the  jndpes  will  ever  lie  fiirwnrd  to  concur  with  the  Gov- 
ernor; and  on  this  foundaiiou  wc  earnestly  embrace  your 
pro|)<isiiion. 

With  you,  sir,  we  regret  that  we  ciiuld  niit  convene  before  the 
present  moment,  especially  as  a  legal  ipiestion  may  arise  how  far 
the  ]»niecediugs  of  a  subonlinate  eourl  have,  in  the  instance  to  which 
you  allude   Ixen  fonfurunblc  to  tin  limits  nf  their  power. 

No  r  luuti  (iiuit  n<jr  )ud_'L  111  t  couut\  court  can  issue  a  kabeat 
rorjiii":  tint  V 111  bi-lti  m  i  -ujKrLur  power  alone.  But  we  are  sorry 
in  not  Ixnig  diiiilh  firtuuiti  to  form  a  concurrence  of  Opinion  with 
v(turo«n  III)  n  l!n  'iilnr  (T-c  '■tnled  re-pcitmg  the  same  judges. 
It  has  birn  our  uniform  KulinKnt-  tint  no  ludge  of  a  court  of 
rceonl  m.lit  to  bi.ld  U-  commi==i.  n  >hmii  /  pha'-w :  for  that  would 
sap  the  inckiHndtna  of  thi.  In  nth  li\  mikmg  him  the  creature  of 


Correspondence,  AddresseSj  Etc.  867 

the  Executive.  It  would  not  accord  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  nor,  we  believe,  with  the  Constitutions  generally  of 
the  individual  States.  It  would  be  at  variance  with  the  genius  of 
our  laws  and  the  protection  of  person  and  property,  upon  which  life 
and  liberty  greatly  depend.  We  are  persuaded  your  Excellency's 
ideas  will,  in  the  end,  meet  ours  in  this  respect. 

As  we  shall  now  cease  to  trespass  further  on  your  patience,  accept 
again,  sir,  our  professions  of  readiness  to  unite,  at  qU  times  and  on 
all  occasions,  in  laboring  for  the  common  weal  by  transfusing  into 
the  public  mind  those  wholesome  rules  which,  while  they  discourage 
vice,  promote  virtue,  protect  the  weak  against  lawless  force,  and 
deny  liberty  to  none  but  those  who  shall  justly  forfeit  it  by  their 
crimes  and  the  laws  o^  the  land.  Such,  we  trust,  will  ever  be  the 
objects  of  a  legislative  body  convened  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
useful  laws.  John  Clevjes  Symmbs, 

G.  Turner. 


Observations  on  Extending  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  Single 
Maglstrate  in  the  Trial  of  Small  Causes,  by  Governor 
St.  Clair,  in  the  Legislature. 

The  Governor  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  extension  generally,  for 
a  variety  of  reasous.  He  observed  that,  in  England,  from  which 
our  laws  and  our  practice  had  generally  been  drawn,  no  such  power 
was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  magistrates  singly.*  There  was  in- 
deed, in  that  country,  a  court  that  decided  in  a  summary  way  upon 
demands  that  did  not  exceed  forty  shillings  sterling,  and  to  that 
sum  its  jurisdiction  stands  limited  to  this  day.  The  reason  of  the 
law  establishing  that  court  was,  doubtless,  to  relieve  persons  in  nar- 
row circumstances  from  the  delays  usual  in  courts  of  record ;  but, 
though  it  was  called  the  sheriff's  court,  the  power  of  deciding  was 

^  June  3,  1795.  In  the  Legislature,  it  was  moved  by  Judge  Symmes  to 
extend  the  powers  of  single  magistrates  in  the  trial  of  causes  out  of  court, 
us  great  inconveniences  were  left  from  their  jurisdiction  in  that  respect 
being  so  limited  as  it  is  at  present. 

The  Governor  observe!  that  ho  had  objections  to  any  extension  of  that 
power  which  he  thought  would  have  weight,  but  should  decline  mentioning 
them  until  he  knew  how  far  it  was  proposed  to  extend  the  power. 

The  judge  then  proposed  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars;  to  which,  after  some 
conversation,  Judge  Turner  assented,  that  being,  as  he  observed,  about  the 
usual  price  of  a  cow  and  calf  in  the  western  country. 
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no!  vested  in  liini.  but  in  a  number  of  judgM,  and  he  mas  pn)i>erly^^ 
the  mioUlcrial  officer.  lu  that  country,  there  v&a  &  vast  number 
iif  p4>i>ple  whii  liad  ecurce  any  property,  and  dependml  upon  their 
daily  lalior  for  the  maintenance  of  themselves  sod  fitniilic«  by  the 
wagen  they  earned.  It  was  t*)  secure  to  those  people,  to  whom  tlie 
delays  of  courts  would  have  been  absolute  ruin,  the  certain  and 
speedy  pnynient  of  thot*  wages  that  the  court  was  CHtablished ;  il 
wai4  at  leaet  a  leading  reason  and  a  principal  object.  As  there  were 
in  the  roloniei^,  persona  of  the  same  descrijitinn,  though  in  a  much 
smaller  proportion  1«  the  whole  peoph? ;  and,  m  no  such  court  as 
that  of  the  sheriff  had  l>ccn  cstublislied  in  any  of  them,  it  became 
necessary  to  provide  for  them  in  another  way,  and  that  was  by  giv- 
ing power  to  single  justices,  in  a  summary  way,  to  dctermiiic  de- 
mands not  ext'ceding  forty  shillings  current  money,  and  to  that 
sum  the  power  was  limited  for  a  great  length  of  time.  Tlie  ntflson 
of  the  law  waK  at  last  forgotten,  uud,  a  kind  of  eimimercial  spirit 
spreading  with  the  Increase  of  pro{)Crty,  lawsuits  l^euimc  froquent, 
and  it  was  supposed  that  this  extension  of  the  power  of  single 
magistrates  might  be  made  use  of  as  a  means  to  check  them  :  and, 
i'rora  a  law  intended  solely  for  the  use  of  indigent  (leople,  it  was 
converted  into  a  rogulatii>n  of  iwilicc,  and  became  to  them  an  instru- 
ment of  wvere  oppression.    Consider,  gentlemen,  that  all  the  delays 
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se(|iieuces  se<;ni  eerlnin 
,1  of  will  be  seized  and 
ii>rth  (for  we  all  know 
eh  iicjir  the  value),  and 
!ius  gets  double  Ins  de- 
t'.wn  of  (.'irieiniiati.  and 
'  .lenlings  between  tnid- 
;  to  e.ime,  there  will  be 
isimte.  or  the  del)t  demanded, 
will  exceed  twenty  dollars;  think,  then,  of  the  consequences  of  nil 
the  litigiite.l  projHTly  .if  a  e.juiitry  being  subjected  to  the  arbitrary 
de<-isi.iiis  of  single  justices,  often  entirely  ignorant  of  law  and  of 
tiie  rules  which  ought  to  govern  testimony  ;  in  a  summary  wav,  too, 
and  without  the  iuterveuti<m  of  a  jury.  Is  ii  not  certain  that  the 
ilceisious  will  often  lieeonlnidietorv?  Oin' justice,  in  eases  exacUv 
similiir,  deciding  one  Wiiy  to-d;iy,  another  jiisliee  another  way  to- 
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morrow,  and  a  third  in  a  manner  different  from  both  ?  Every  rule 
of  property,  wherever  fixed,  now  must  be  set  afloat,  and,  conse- 
quently, disputes  be  multiplied  almost  to  infinity.  I  can  hardly 
think  of  any  condition  more  to  be  lamented,  and  know  of  few  evils 
greater  than  such  an  uncertainty  as  this  must  introduce. 

From  the  petitions  on  the  table  it  seems  the  people  here  expect, 
as  they  have  done  elsewhere,  that  the  extending  the  magistrates^ 
jurisdiction  would  be  a  means  of  rendering  lawsuits  less  frequent. 
That  it  would  render  applications  to  tlie  courts  less  frequent  there 
can  be  no  doubt;  but  a  lawsuit  is  as  much  a  lawsuit  before  a 
justice  as  before  a  court,  and,  though  not  so  expensive,  has  much 
worse  consequences.  The  consequences  would  follow  for  the  reasons 
I  have  already  assigned,  to  wit :  that  the  proceedings  are  summary, 
and  the  execution  prompt.  It  is  putting  into  the  hands  of  a  hard 
creditor  (and  how  often  is  it  not  seen  that  the  wealthy  creditor  is  a 
very  hard  one)  the  means  to  oppress  an  honest  but  indigent  debtor, 
and  to  rob  him  of  one-half  of  his  little  property,  which  might  have 
been  prevented  if  the  time  the  usual  proceedings  the  courts  demand 
had  been  allowed  him,  aud  he  could  have  called  in  his  outstanding 
debts ;  he  might  have  found  means  to  borrow,  or  he  might  have 
pledged  that  very  property,  and  afterwards  labored  for  its  release. 

A  worse  mischief  is  still  behind;  this  kind  of  jurisdiction  fosters 
a  contentious  revengeful  spirit  among  the  people.  I  have  seen  some 
of  the  meetings  before  magistrates  in  the  United  States  on  their 
law  days,  as  they  call  them,  when  the  business  was  transacted  with 
little  or  no  solemnity,  and  where  a  looseness  was  allowed  for  abuse 
and  recrimination  that  had  a  bad  effoct,  not  only  on  the  manners  of 
the  parties  litigating,  but  on  those  of  all  the  auditors;  and  the  very 
considerable  numbers  attending  them,  especially  on  the  afternoons  of 
Saturdays,  the  time  generally  chosen  by  those  who  have  no  manner 
of  business,  and  they  seldom  failed  of  returning  worse  citizens,  worse 
neighbors,  and  worse  men,  and  in  settling  one  dispute  the  seed  of  a 
great  many  were  sown,  besides  much  extortion  is  often  practiced  ;  to 
be  convinced  of  which  it  is  only  necessary  to  look  into  the  statute 
books  of  any  of  the  States,  where  numerous  laws  are  to  be  found 
for  preventing  and  correcting  it.  Compared  with  these,  the  difference 
in  the  expense  shrinks  to  nothing,  and  becomes  lighter  than  the  dust 
in  the  balance — that  difference,  too,  ultimately  falls  upon  the  debtor, 
and  may  be  considered  as  the  price  he  pays  for  his  failure  in  pay- 
ment. If  that  failure  has  been  involuntary,  he  pays  it  cheerfully, 
because  it  has  procured  him  the  time,  at  least,  to  have  the  money 
VOL.  n — 24 
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withoni  saciifico  of  his  property  and  entire  loss  of  credit.  If  it  hag 
been  vuliiQtary,  it  is  a  juat  punisliment  for  that  species  of  diahon- 
«aty  which  thu  law  can  not  reach  in  any  other  way. 

But  it  ineemii  it  is  also  expeclol  that  the  exteudiiig  the  jurisdiction 
of  single  magistmtea  will  lessen  lawsuits  by  checking  crcilit.  The 
effect,  I  l)elieve,  if  we  may  judge  from  experience,  will  be  dirt^tly 
tlic  reverse.  While  credit  can  be  easily  obtained,  debu  will  be  uun- 
tracted,  and  sometimes  by  persons  who  know  not  at  the  time  bor 
they  are  to  discharge  them.  But  surely,  credit  will  be  mora  easily 
obtained  when  the  creditor  has  a  prompt  way  of  compelling  pay- 
ment than  when  the  laws  oiler  hira  one  only,  which  may  be  attended 
with  consideraliie  delay ;  and  while  that  ]irf>mpt  remedy  exist*  he 
will  not,  in  many  eaeee,  Ite  anxious  to  know  how  the  applicant  pro- 
poses to  pay  him,  provided  be  is  satisfied  that  he  possesses  sufficient 
property.  Tlie  effect,  then,  must  be  by  increasing  credit  to  multiply 
laws  II  its. 

There  is  yet  another  evil  which  attends  the  summary  jurisdiction 
Tb         ra  a      ga        is        nded       h  tl     x  icnse 

ro  d  dge      so  nea         ba  d  q    h     firs    n        □ 
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Although  the  admini.stnitiou  of  justice  should  certainly  be  so 
cheap  as  that  every  uiiin  mjiy  l>c  witliin  the  reacli  of  right,  it  should 
also  i>e  so  dear,  [Kirliciiliivly  at  tlic  first  ftc^,  as  tliat  every  bodv  may 
be  deterred  from  enloriiig  into  hiivsiiits  wantonly  or  to  gratify  a 
liltlc  rcvengcfid  di:^iii>sitiuu,  to  which  they  arc  too  often  prostituted. 
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For  these  reasons,  and  I  would  add  many  more,  I  am  against  the 
proposition;  nevertheless,  as  the  people  are  solicitous,  though  I 
think  mistakenly,  that  it  should  obtain,  and  you,  gentlemen,  see 
none  of  the  evils  in  it  that  alarm  me,  I  shall  consent  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  single  magistrates  being  extended  to  demands  under  five 
pounds,  with  an  appeal  to  the  courts ;  leaving  their  final  jurisdic- 
tion limited  to  five  dollars ;  and,  to  that  end,  will  propose  the  adopting 
of  an  act  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  to  that  efiect 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Judges  of  Hamilton  County. 

Cincinnati,  June  Id,  1795. 

Gentlemen : — ^The  address  you  were  pleased  to  forward  me  from 
your  last  February  session  has  been  received,  and  I  thank  you  for 
your  congratulations  on  my  return  and  your  kind  wishes  for  the 
prei?ervation  of  my  life,  as  well  as  the  regret  you  have  ex2)ressed 
that  I  have  not  fixed  my  residence  among  you. 

The  vast  extent  of  the  Territory,  and  the  distance  l)etween  the 
settlements — there  is  very  little  connection  they  have  with  each 
other — which  are,  nevertheless,  stretched  out  from  one  extremity  of 
it  to  the  other,  render  it  scarce  possible  for  the  Governor  to  have  a 
fixed  residence  anywhere  at  present,  and  he  is,  in  consequence  of 
that  situation  of  things,  frequently  exposed  to  experience  much 
fatigue,  and,  at  times,  no  little  danger. 

Magistrates,  gentlemen,  will  be  appointed  for  the  new  townshi|)8 
you  have  pointed  out,  and  all  vacancies  filled  up.  But  I  must  take 
the  lil>erty  to  observe  to  you  that,  though  I  have  always  been  pleased 
to  receive  from  all  or  any  of  you,  in  your  private  characters,  in- 
formation with  respect  to  persons  who  may  be  qualified  to  fill  ofliees, 
or  any  other  subject  that  respects  the  common  good,  in  your  i)uhlic 
character  as  courts,  I  can  not  receive  recommendations  for  persons 
to  compose  parts  of  those  courts.  Evils  of  very  great  magnitude 
might  grow  out  of  the  practicje,  and,  at  last,  the  independence  of  the 
Governor  in  his  apix)intments  be  destroyed. 

On  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  single  justices,  the  grand  jury, 
at  the  February  sessions,  made  a  representation  to  the  legislature, 
which,  together  with  yours  on  the  same  subject,  has  been  laid  before 
them. 

That  the  sessions  of  the  courts  have  been  drawn  out  to  such  a 
length  as  to  be  burdensome  to  the  inhabitants,  particularly  the  gen- 
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crat  q ua r I cr- sessions  of  llie  [teat'e,  1  am  very  aorry  for,  and 
tell  iVfU  huK  I.,  iiccount  fiir  it. 

In  the  United  States,  ill  counties  when?  tlicrc  is  a  greater 
uf  inliabilanl.s  Ivvoad  compariwu,  tlio  business  iu  the  quart«r-t 
sious  is  always  ilispatcbed  in  two  or  three  days,  and  iuimistof  thi 
a  session  of  that  court  U  restrainetl  by  law  from  sitting  longer. 

May  it  not  arise  troni  business  being  done  at  tlie  general 
that  might  as  well  be  traiisuulwl  at  s]J«c.in]  orprivdKjsesBiDns?  Pew 
perilous  arc  obliged  to  attend,  and  none  who  have  not  immediate 
buaiueas.  Indeed,  the  principal  dewign  of  granting  a  power  to  hold 
B)KH;ial  wa?iiins  waa,  I  believe,  to  ease  the  general  ae^fions  of  that 
khid  of  business.  Be  the  cause  what  it  may,  it  is  a  great  grievance, 
and  some  remedy  should  be  ajipliixl,  towards  which  any  thing  that 
falls  within  the  line  of  my  duty  shull  not  be  withheld,  and  if  it  ia 
not  within  that  line,  if  my  cmmscl  can  be  of  use,  it  will  be  givea 
with  pleasure,  for  it  is  a  gnmt  object  with  me  that  the  people,  while, 
they  find  safety,  jteacc  and  good  morals  resulting  from  the  lai 
flioutd,  at  the  same  time,  find  ease  and  convenience  in  the  odmil 
tration  of  them. 


Governor  St.  Claiii  to  AVn.i.iAM  Ht.  Clair. 


Dear  Sir: — An  Jieeiilcn 

:d<-KfiL/.i>',  I  hope  vi.it  li 
Tinner  :dtn^',.tli(T,  iliid  p:l 
exeeediii-ly— till-  smuo  .if 
oilier  pl;u-e;  iiinl,  ;!.■*  the 
as  vou  arc  coneeriied,  tJLe 
wil'l  |>ut  in  train  hef,.re  -Tu 
mc  to  y<mr  eiiuiitry,  leave; 
ever,  when  tliat  ^  ' 
The  rcenivls,  I 


iiily 


S   lllf 


Uliisph 


NXATi,  J((Hf  ."!</,  1795. 
irteriiig  to  your  country-, 
1  line.     JIv  last,  by  Mr. 
ho  proeeciings  .,f  .judge 
respeel  you,  surj.rise  nie 

-ru  wei-e  eleuily  ijiegai,  so  far 

iililodlyhe  reversed,  wliieh    I 

-,  wlio  pro]ii«es  to  aeeompauy 

I  Clin  not  yet  tell  you,  how- 


l>pen 


in  tlie  hands  of  Mr.  Jones,  but 

in  wliiit  manner  lie  l.eeuiiie  possei^sed  of  them  I  do  not  well  know. 
From  some  oeeasiona]  c<.ii versa! ion  wilii  Mr.  TiLriier  I  Jiave  been  led 
to  siis|)iv-t  that  y..u  Jiavo  l>cen  lorecd  hy  him  to  appoint  him  fJones) 
your  ilfiiuTy:  if  sii,  I  am  wirry  you  coiiiplieii,  thongji  I  can  uot 
Ihinli  you  woidd  a|.paiiit  .luues  vohiuliirily  a  deputy,  iif  such  known 
Imd  churaetor.  You  should  have  lei  him  take  possession  of  them 
if  he  woidd,  but  not  to  take  ihem  out  of  your  hands  in  any  way 
without  legal  procc^^s.     If  he  U  your  deputy,  the  records  are  still  in 
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your  possession,  and  you  are  answerable  for  his  conduct,  and  no  act 
of  Judge  Turner's  in  the  business  w  ill  relieve  you  should  he  falsify 
them.  You  should,  therefore,  displace  hini,  which  I  desire  you  may 
do  immediately.  Besides,  the  office  of  register  of  deeds  can  not  be 
executed  by  deputy.  As  there  is  no  law  to  compel  the  register  to 
keep  the  records  at  any  particular  place  in  the  county,  and  as  there 
are  three  towns  in  the  county  pointed  out  by  law  for  the  sessions  of 
the  courts,  there  is  no  one  in  particular  the  acknowledged  county- 
town.  You  are,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  keep  your  office  in  any  part 
of  the  county  that  may  not  be  inconvenient  to  the  people,  and 
Judge  Turner  was  wrong  in  supposing  he  had  a  power  to  fix  a  place, 
and  stiU  farther  wrong  in  exerting  it  to  oblige  you  to  fix  it  in  any 
particular  place. 

What  is  become  of  Drouard?  Is  he  an  inhabitant?  If  he  is,  or 
if  he  is  not,  he  ought  to  send  forward  his  complaint.  From  what 
I  know  already  of  that  business,  and  I  know  but  little,  he  will  re- 
cover very  ample  damages;  but  if  he  does  complain,  the  circum- 
stances of  the  seizure,  the  place  where  it  was  made,  the  division 
made  of  the  goods  (if  there  was  any  division^  as  I  understand 
them,  for  it  is  said  the  judge  took  one  lialf  of  them  and  suffered  him 
to  depart  with  the  other  half,)and  every  thing  relative  to  the  trial, 
condemnation,  and  sale,  should  be  set  forth  and  authenticated  as 
well  its  it  can  be.  The  honor  of  the  United  Slates  is  concerned  to 
do  him  justice,  and  I  do  not  question,  if  he  seeks  it  in  a  proper 
manner,  he  will  obtain  complete  justice  and  ample  danniges.  The 
court,  the  judge  held  wa^  altogether  illegal,  and,  of  course,  no  court, 
so  that  whatever  happened  at  it  is  absolutely  void,  and  must  be  re- 
dressed. What  haj)i)ened  at  it  as  respects  yourself  need  give  ycm 
no  trouble,  as  the  prosecution  a<rainst  you  was  evidently  malicious, 
and  evidently  calcidated  to  justify  his  other  proceedings  against  you. 
When  the  proceedings  of  the  court  are  set  aside,  which  they  must 

be,  you  may  recover  ample  damages  against ;  but  keep  this  to 

yourself  until  you  see  me;  it  will  not  be  amiss  if  you  let  ]Mr. 
Du  Moulin  know.  It  might  not  be  improper  if  a  petition  to  C'on- 
gress  were  set  on  foot,  setting  forth  that  Judge  Turner  has  held  a 
session  of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  which  some  oppressive  things  were 
done,  contrary  to  law ;  in  that  the  session  in  your  county  is  ap- 
pointed to  be  held  in  June  only,  and  this  was  held  in  February,  and 
March  or  April ;  but  be  careful  to  set  forth  nothing  but  what  can 
be  supported  by  testimony,  and  that  thereby  the  people  have  not 
only  been  put  to  much  trouble  and  expense,  but,  as  it  is  appre- 
hended, the  proceedings  are  all  void  in  themselves;  for  a  court. 
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tliougli  held  by  the  proper  officer,  if  held  at  different  time  than  UiBt^  1 
appiiiutwi  by  law,  la  in  truth  no  court,  as  you  are  instructed,  and 
the  riuine  htigatiiin  is  to  be  gone  through,  and  tiie  i&me  expense  in- 
curred at  the  proper  sewtion,    whenever  it  happens.     I  hope,  hqw- 
evcr,  that  redress  may  l>e  had  sooner,  and  in  uu  easier  miuiner,  tiufe>  J 
that  depends  upon  the  adoption  of  a  law  that  is  now  under  coniud*  I 
eraliou.     If  it  is  adopted,  Judge  Symmes  will  Iw  in  the  county  tfaif-l 
Bunimer  and  hnid  the  court  tta  it  ought  to  t>o  hehi.     I  have  inclosed-fl 
the  copy  of  a  proclamation.     I  hope  inijuiry  has  already  been  mad*  J 
iuti)  the  business,  but  I  fiiar  u»t,  for,  h»  !t  lia]i[M.-ui-d  while  the  jud|p  J 
wa.i  in  the  country  and  he  did  not  take  any  measures  to  eaiise  th«4 
murderers  to  be  apprehended,  it  le  most  probable  the  county  magiA^S 
trates  have  taken  none.     Spur  them  up  to  the  execution  of  t 
part  of  their  duty  on  which  their  own  safety  so  much  depends. 


General  Wa^-xk  to  Goveknor  St.  Claib. 

Heahquarters,  GEEE?r\-iLLE,  Jiine  5,  1795. 

Sir; — It  would  Bpi>c«r  thut  certain  evit-tli?posi>d  people  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky  are  delerniiued  to  prevent  an  amicable  treaty' 
from  taking'  place  Ijctwccn  the  Uiiiteti  fitutcs  aud  the  Indian  tribes 
nortli-wot  of  the  Oliio,  jirid  to  wb.)sc  n^'^'ressiims  may  justly  be  at- 
tiil.iiteii  nil  tl;c  recent  dcprcdjiliiius  coiiiiuilli'd  l)V  the  SJlvages.  I 
hiid  Ih.-  hi>.ior  to  iiicJos,.  you  an  the  LM  irist.  lh,>  infl.ruuiti™  received 
fnim  (.'iiptiiin  INistiier  aud  ^Mujnr  Mills,  ri'liitivc  to  certain  act.s  of 
hiisiilitii's  ciiniinittcd  by  ii  }fr.  i\'liih:'!itc.'  and  Ids  ;:uiig  of  marauders 
npod  tlic  Indians  i[i  d'w  Illinois  enunlry.  which  you  prolmbly  may 
Icivf  Tuorc  clearly  an.l  fidly  explained"  hy  applyiiif,'  to  Mr.  Israel 
l,ii[lln\v,  wlio  was  i)[i  tlic  s|i<>t  at  tlie  time  tliat  tlie  two  Indian  pris- 
oniTS  were  basely  munlcred,  when  nndcr  the  prot<'etion  of  the  civil 
aullmrities,  willmut  any  Iciral  notice  iH'ius;  taken  of  it  (as  I  am  in- 
fonne<l),  altlLough  the  act  was  as  uotnrimis  as  it  was  atrocious. 

Tlic  iarlnscd  iufornjnlion  ;:ivcu  by  LieuIcnanlJonathan  Taylor, 
of  the  Fourlii  ftub-Iccrinn,  win.  arrived  ffoui  Kentucky  on  the  3d 
in<l.,  will  account  fir  the  hostile  conduct  and  attempts  of  the  In- 
.liaas  upi.ri  the  express  and  oilier  boats  on  the  Ohio,  aud  which,  I 
Icar.  will  nut  en<!  there,  because  tlie  .ravages  never  fail  to  retaliate 
an  injury  with  severe  Interest. 

i  nnd  Ottttwiis  Hrrived 
IS  dcpulies  from  tbuie 
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If  the  real  object  of  Parson  Findlej  and  Mr.  Massey  and  their 
party  was  to  form  a  settlement  on  the  Scioto,  they  took  a  very  im- 
proper mode  to  effect  it  by  attacking  and  plundering  the  Indians 
(who  were  in  a  peaceable  hunting  camp),  in  place  of  gaining  their 
friendship  and  confidence  by  acts  of  kindness  and  hospitality. 

This  Mr.  Findley  can  not  be  a  disciple  of  the  meek  Jesus,  other- 
wise he  would  not  thus  wantonly  bring  war  and  desolation  upon  the 
innocent  by  the  sinful  aggressions  of  his  guilty  hordes  of  plunderers. 

A  similar  expedition  had  nearly  taken  place  some  time  since  by  a 
party  of  one  hundred  men  from  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  under  a 
Colonel  Hardin ;  but  the  colonel,  being  a  man  of  prudence,  was  dis- 
suaded from  it  by  Mr.  Miller  and  Major  Mills,  who  assured  him  and 
the  people  that  the  preliminary  articles  had  been  signed  for  a  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities.  Part,  however,  of  the  detachment  could  not  be 
prevailed  on  to  desist;  they  crossed  the  Ohio  with  the  intention  to 
murder  and  plunder.  Captain  Postner,  having  received  timely  no- 
tice of  their  intention,  gave  warning  to  the  hunting  parties  of  In- 
dians in  the  vicinity  of  his  post,  who  all  came  in  under  his  protection, 
and  thereby  avoided  the  premeditated  injury,  which,  probably,  has 
been  the  means  of  saving  the  settlement  of  Post  Vincennes  from 
destruction. 

These  repeated  acts  of  aggression  are  very  unpleasant,  alarming 
and  serious,  and  unless  some  effectual  measures  are  adopted  to  pre- 
vent predatory  parties  from  Kentucky  crossing  the  Ohio,  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Territory,  over  which  you  preside,  will  hold  their  lives 
and  property  by  a  very  precarious  tenure ;  added  to  this,  that  a  per- 
manent peace  with  the  Indians  Avill  not  only  be  retarded,  but 
eventually  frustrated,  unless  these  predatory  parties  are  totally 
suppressed. 

Your  own  good  judgment  and  experience  will  best  dictate  to  you 
the  most  proper  means  to  effect  this  desirable  business,  and  in  which 
I  will  most  cheerfully  co-operate,  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  and 
consistent. 

The  measures  I  had  heretofore  taken  would  most  certainly  have 
prevented  the  savages  from  injuring  the  inhabitants,  or  committing 
depredations,  were  it  not  for  the  nefarious  conduct  already 
mentioned. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  General  Wayne. 

Cincinnati,  June  llthy  1795. 
Sir: — ^It  gives  me  much  pain,  I  assure  you,  that  any  obstructions 
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should  be  ibrtiwu  ia  the  way  of  so  desirable  au  object  as  n  peace  with 
the  savages,  wliieli  I  am  told  ytiu  bave  e,  prwi^ect  of  occompUebin 
by  any  persona  whomsoever,  but  mure  ao  that  they  skouM  come] 
from  iobabitaula  of  the  Territory  over  which  1  preside ;  for  I  B 
seu^ible  it  is  very  necessary  for  them,  as  wull  fus  for  the  United  StaU) 
and  it  must  bu  embarrassing  to  you. 

Tlie  instances  you  point  to  in  the  letter  you  honored  nic  with  * 
the  3th  inst.  I  have  heard  of  before,  and  a  proclaiiiatioii  respecting 
the  murder  of  the  Pottawatamles  was  issued  on  the  let  of  tbia 
month.  Tliat  was  an  offense  eijually  deaerviug  punishment  iu  war 
or  in  peace,  because  they  were  under  the  protectiou  of  the  laws  auil 
in  the  custody  of  the  olSccrs.  Tlie  uthcT,  said  to  Iw  committed  by 
Whitesides,  can  not,  I  bidicve,  Iw  iu<)uired  ioto,  because,  as  I  sm 
informed,  it  hupixiued  before  it  w*as  kuowu  that  any  ceesatiou  of 
hostilities  hud  taken  place,  and  tiic  uation  the  Indians  belong»i  tM 
which  were  killed  by  hia  party  was  at  opeu  war.  "1 

The  late  affair  under  Messey  does  not  come  within  the  eame  do- 
Beriplion,  aud  though  the  jxtrjple  with  him  were  generally  from  Keo- 
tiK-ky,  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  this  Territ^try.  If  I  can  get  any 
evidenue  whorc'in  to  proceed,  an  inquiry  shall  be  made  into  it,  al- 
thou<;h  it  is  ])ridiable  that  this. |>arty  wore  really  the  aggressors  iu 
the  iitliiir.  It  seems  pretty  certain  fliVt  the  wiv'agtfs  thej- attacked, 
and  whi.se  i';uiip  tliey  |.|iuiderfd.  will  net  :ui:-H<'r  the  deseription  of 
a  [Kirty  "  wliu  w.to  ii>  a  prae,.;il.l,.  Imtiiin'-  .■;i|I|[)."  A  piirt  of  ibcm 
were  at  lliat  tjiii.' in  ICrntii.-ky  tlir  ibe  exjiivs.-  puriMise  of  t^tealiny 
horses,  and  kiliiiiu'Mm-  man,  as  it  ini-nnc^r  (whom  they  bad  taken 
lot  l.Mi,:;  l.rr.>re,  uho  has  iMii|>.d  from  tiiem  has  giveu  "infn-matiou. 


As  I  li 


ad  .1 


'    tliat    Inl 


ti.^i  (fai  l^ic  Mdijeet  of  the 


.   the  i 


As 


hat  I  know  of,  in  this  Tcr 


I  is  very  difficult  for 
HIS,  or  l»  tell  what  is 
fiiran  agreement  en- 
fhostililies,  li<nvever 
they  have 
that  will  l»nd  them 


I'ailics  fnnn  Kentiieky,  sir,  with  jiredatory  designs  against  the 
Indians,  you  iiinst  be  sensililc,  can  nut  be  prevented  by  any  thing 
I  eau  do  from  entering  a  country  mostly  uninhabited.  All  that  can 
be  done  k  to  punish  them  after  the  act,  if  they  can  be  apprehended. 
As  prevention,  however,  is  l>elt<T  than  j-.imishment,  nothing  to  that 
«nd  wifliin  my  power  will  be  withheld,  and  it  would  give  me  pleasure. 
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sir,  to  co-operate  with  you  in  any  way  to  preserve  peace  that  may 
be  agreed  to  between  the  United  Stales  and  the  savages,  which,  it 
is  said,  you  are  soon  to  negotiate. 

P.  S. — I  believe,  sir,  that  much  of  the  late  injuries  on  the  river 
and  its  vicinity  has  arisen  from  Massey's  affair,  but  all  on  the  upper 
part  of  it  was  long  before  it  and  appeared  to  be  wholly  unprovoked. 
A  man,  teo,  has  since  been  killed  at  Muskingum. 


Wm.  Bradford,  Attorney-General,  to  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury. 

June  19, 1795. 

Sir : — I  have  attentively  considered  the  question  you  stated  to  mo 
yesterday,  and  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  you  my  opinion  on 
it.  I  understand  it  to  be  the  following,  viz :  Whether  the  act,  lay- 
ing duties  on  licenses  for  selling  wines  and  foreign  distilled  spirituous 
liquors  by  retail,  is  to  be  considered  as  extending  to,  and  oponiting 
upon,  the  citizens  resident  in  the  Territory  north-west  of  the  Ohio. 

There  can  he  no  doubt  that  all  the  laws  of  Congress,  unless  local 
in  their  nature  or  limited  in  their  terms,  are,  in  their  operation,  co- 
extensive with  the  territory  of  the  United  KStates  and  obligatory 
upon  every  person  therein,  except  independent  nations  and  tribes 
of  Indians  residing  on  Indian  lands.  There  is,  I  conceive,  no 
ground  for  the  o])inion  that  the  north-western  and  south-western 
Territc^ries  are  not  to  be  considered  as  comprehended  in  the  general 
terms  of  a  law,  and  that  they  must  be  especially  and  particularly 
named  in  an  act  of  Congress  in  order  to  include  them.  Independent 
of  the  general  principle  which  governs  in  this  case,  it  may  be  ob- 
served that  the  Ordinance  for  their  government  exj)licitly  directs 
that  they  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  acts  and  ordinances  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled.  The  contrary  doctrine  ought  not  to 
be  admitted  in  any  case,  much  less  in  that  of  an  act  laying  "duties, 
imposts  or  excises,"  which,  by  the  express  direction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, must  be  ''  uniform  throughout  the  United  States." 

The  act  under  consideration  is  not  limited,  either  in  its  terms  or 
its  nature,  to  the  several  States,  but  extends  to  every  ])erson  who 
shall  deal  in  the  selling  of  '*  wines  or  foreign  distilled  spirits,"  etc., 
and  must,  therefore,  operate  throughout  the  United  States  wherever 
there  are  proper  organs  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  These  are 
the  supervisors  and  officers  of  inspection,  who  are  (in  the  manner  di- 
rected in  the  act)  authorized  to  issue  the  licenses  and  collect  the  duty. 
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Tlie  act  for  collecting  a  revenue  on  distilled  spirits  and  stills  c 
tuiuly  extt^uded  tu  evpry  part  of  the  United  8tat(»;  but,  lu  t 
was  uo  imthnritj-  for  lurming  diatrinlti  and  appointinjf  tlie  | 
officers  except  iu  the  Suites,  tiie  act  ctiuld  not  \»-  carried  into  e» 
tioQ  in  the  nortli-weat  &ud  soutli-weet  Territorice.  To  remedy  t 
defect,  the  President  was  atitliorisH^,  by  nn  act  passed  on  the  p 
day  with  that  under  «>nsiiIi<nitiou,  to  erect  districts  within  the  1 
ritorios  and  to  appijint  supervisors,  etc..  therein.  Supervisors,  whoi 
thus  ap|wiiuled,  immediately  become  the  organs  for  carrying  i 
only  thfit  lilt  into  execution,  hut  also  the  license  act,  and  I  can  p 
ceivc  nothing  iti  the  latl«r  that  uait  with  reason  l)o  interpreted  into 
an  intention  to  exempt  the  citiKcDa  in  one  part  of  the  United  States 
from  the  payment  of  a  duty  which  the  Constitution  directs  should 
be  iui[KJsi'(l  u]ion  the  whole. 


GovERNOit  8t.  Clair,  to  Oliveb  Wolcott,  Esq.,  Secretaht  <^ 
THE  Treasury. 

[Ao  DaU'\,  1795. 

jSir.-— Ynur  letter  of  the  22d  f20th)  inst.  mot  mc  at  ^l.  Yin- 

ceniics  as  I  was  on  my  return  to  this  )>ttrt  of  the  country,  and  I  have 

Ixjen  so  pressed  with  liusiness",  all  the  officers  Ixsing  to  be  re-ap- 

ourts  in  the  resjiective  comities, 

Tlie  i.|iiriii>ii  nf  the  Attoruey- 

avo  coi,>i,U.n..i,  iuul  s^hall  make 

iw  mc  to  ri'iiiiirk  first  that  imth- 

nsi's  that  lmv(-  Iiet'n  in  qu&«tion 

v,.rleiice  of  .oiiie  of  the  clerks, 

i-eveniie  in  luiotlier  ease,  which  I 

,  would  liiive  iiulured  mo  to  tlosire  the  officer  not  to 

Ki':-  iinlii  I  coiilii  wriie  and  new  orders  l>c  sent  re- 

iiiiil  liiiil  liy  lhouf;lit  proper  to  keep  that  request  to 

i  never  have  lieen  known  here  tiiat  I  had  given  any 

irney-t ionerar.*  opinion,  iu  which  I  think 
die  law  and  the  liict;  neither  has  the 
y  exiictly  before  him,  for  I  think  the 
:iiiy  purticiiliir  law  is  to  lie  considered  as 
:-  of  the  Territory,  etc.,  but  whether  the 
Tcrritiny  lie  a  jtarl  of  the  Uniletl  Statcf^. 

Tiie  Attorney-General  has  a.-jsumed  a  fundamental  position  that  it 
is,  and  grantinjr  that  all  he  >ni<l  with  respect  to  the  particuhir  law 
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does  clearly  follow,  and  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  he  has  said  nothing 
upon  it  that  is  not  an  inference  therefrom,  yet  I  believe  that  it  is 
easy  to  prove  that  they  are  not  a  part  of  the  United  States ;  that 
the  legislature  have  never  considered  them  as  such,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  as  a  dependent  colony ;  that  the  Attorney-General  has  mis- 
construed the  Ordinance  for  the  government,  and  the  act  under  con- 
sideration is  limited  both  in  its  terms  and  in  its  nature  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  act  for  collecting  a  revenue  on  distilled  spirits 
is  in  exactly  the  same  situation  which  some  person  besides  me  may 
think  of,  and  is  the  danger  to  the  revenue  I  apprehended.  At  pres- 
ent it  is  acquiesced  in ;  it  has  passed  9ub  sUentio,  and  would  grow 
into  a  habit,  but  the  inquiry  in  one  case  may,  and  probably  will, 
lead  to  inquiry  in  the  other.  That  the  inhabitants  of  a  Territory 
are  not  a  part  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  I  arrive  at  in  this 
manner :  They  have  a  distinct  government.  It  may  be  asked,  have 
not  the  United  States  distinct  governments,  and,  if  they  had  not, 
could  they  be  parts  of  the  United  States  ?  But  mark  the  difference : 
they  have  governments  of  their  own  making  existing  before  they 
became  united.  The  Government  has  a  government  for  it,  and  im- 
posed upon  it  by  those  very  States,  and  if  any  thing  can  be  a  proof 
of  inferiority  and  dependence,  it  is  this  very  thing.  Another :  If 
the  Territory  be  a  part  of  the  United  States,  the  supreme  judicial 
powers  ought  to  extend  to  it.  But  the  act  establishing  the  judicial 
court  divided  the  United  States  into  thirteen  districts,  in  none  of 
which  was  the  Territory  included.  It  is  strange  that,  if  they  were 
a  part  of  the  United  States,  that  the  supreme  judicial  power  did  not 
extend  to  it ;  but  it  never  Avas  intended  that  it  should.  The  United 
States  had  provided  them  with  a  judiciary  whose  powers  were  com- 
petent to  the  necessities  of  the  people  and  final,  and  that  the  Ter- 
ritory was  not  included  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  Union  is  a  legislative  acknowledgment  that  it  Avas  no  part 
of  the  United  States.  But,  farther,  the  ])cople  have  no  voice  in  the 
choice  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  or  any  elective  ofli- 
cer;  and  it  was  clearly  intended  that  they  should  not  have  any  such 
voice,  for  in  the  act  for  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  number  of  representatives, 
no  notice  is  taken  of  the  Territory — no  mode  pointed  out  in  which 
their  suffrages  are  to  be  received — neither  was  any  enumeration 
made  or  any  suffrage  given.  If  the  inhabitants  are  a  part  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  bound  by  the  general  laws  of  the 
Union,  they  are,  at  least,  upon  a  very  unequal  footing  with  their 
brethren.     The  consent  of  the  people,  either  by  themselves  or  rep- 
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ivH'ntallvcs;  or  nt  least  a  deliberotitin,  hut  )teva  Mippo#e<l  e^eeuA 
tu  give  laws  a  bindiug  fureo,  anil  lu  them  both  of  those  are  woutii 
it  would  seem  to  fallow  that  they  are.  therefore  (if  theru  wctb  n 
ing  elite),  Qut  bound  by  them. 

It  i.i  evident,  from  the  oet  repealing,  alU-r  the  fiwt  day  of  J 
1791,  the  duties  before  paid  on  distilled  itpIritM  aiid  laying  uth< 
tliut  the  Territfirieti  were  uol  iuteridod  by  the  legislation  l(i  bo  c 
jircheiided.  In  nil  the  reve.nue  laws,  the  words  within  the  United 
Sdili's  i.^  (.'nnslantly  made  am  of,  and  by  that  just  mentioned,  luadu 
to  liiiiiiliilc  ilifi  ci)!lection  of  the  duties.  The  President  was  em- 
[loneKHl  to  divide  the  United  Hlates  into  districts,  each  diMrief  ctm- 
tulinij  of  one  fHatr.  But  the  Territories  are  not  States,  or  tlie  inhab- 
itants would  1)0  entitled  w»  the  same  privileges,  and  p(i,rtifi]wte  in 
ail  till.'  adviiutA^H  equally  with  the  other  Htat4«,  wliieh,  it  has  been 
shown,  they  do  not.  Those  districta  might,  indeed,  lie  altered  by 
the  President,  by  adding  to  the  smaller  [wrlions  of  tbe  greaKr,  »o 
m  to  render  every  one  of  them  convenient  and  nearly  equal,  but  not 
In  (i|tiali2e  iheni  by  adding  to  any  or  tivking  iiwny  from  any  who 
Wj|.'<  no  part  of  any.  To  do  that,  the  President  has  no  power,  imd 
tliu  lunilamentfli  description  in,  each  cowifting  of  me  Slate,   But  it  has 


iH-eiipnivcnthatlheTei 
lit  lluit  time,  bud  notx. 


■e  not  States;  of  rourne,  the  President, 
nd  did  not  luhl  tlie  Territory  uortli-west 
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is, in  the  first   two' 
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■il  States,"  does,  in 
iLabitnntf  here  owe 

"f  the  r 

onseijUencc  of  their  de- 
iiiim  to  which  thev  iire 
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Q  not  a  part  of  the 
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ral  iStates.     It  is  confessedly  a 
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law  of  the  United  States,  not  extended  by  any  words  whatsoever 
beyond  the  United  States;  it  must,  therefore,  as  he  justly  observes, 
operate  throughout  the  United  States,  but  not  beyond  them,  for  it 
has  no  express  extension,  nor  any  of  such  an  import  as  an  extension 
would  follow  from  as  an  inference.  It  is  the  same  with  respect  to 
the  act  for  collecting  a  duty  on  distilled  spirits.  It  extends  to  every 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  not  beyond  them.  It  is  true,  how- 
ever, that,  had  it  extended  beyond  them  without  proper  officers,  it 
would  not  have  been  collected,  and  an  act  was  passed  authorizing 
the  President  to  form  districts  and  appoint  officers  in  the  Territory, 
and  it  is  readily  granted  that  this  may  be  considered  as  a  proof  of 
the  opinion  of  the  legislature  that  the  Territories  are  part  of  the 
United  States,  but  it  is  not  a  proof  sufficiently  strong  to  overthrow 
those  that  have  been  already  adduced  to  the  contrary.  It  will,  per- 
haps, prove  no  more  than  that  people  do  not  always  think  correctly 
or  alike  with  regard  to  the  same  subject.  I  believe,  sir,  the  most 
that  can  be  fairlv  deduced  from  the  act  is,  that  the  duty  was  virtu- 
ally  extended  to  the  Territories,  and  that,  as  it  has  been  acciuiesced 
in,  it  is  well  enough.  But  it  is  not  a  principle  to  dei^nd  ui)on.  It 
is  otherwise  with  the  last  in  question,  Avhen  not  even  in  a  virtual 
extension  could  that  be  depended  on,  can  be  pretende<i.  It  is  a 
general  law  of  the  United  vStates,  made  by  the  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  for  the  United  States,  and  not  extended  to  their 
dependencies,  and  a  good  reason  may  have  oi>erated  with  Congress 
for  not  extending  that  law.  As  a  dej)endent  peo|)le,  it  has  been 
seen  that  the  situation  of  the  people  in  the  Territory  is  not  so  eligi- 
ble as  in  the  United  States — they  Iiave,  however,  no  reason  to  com- 
plain of  that,  for  it  is  a  situation  they  have  chosen,  but  the  im- 
mense distance  they  are  from  the  sea-coast,  and  the  very  heavy 
exi>ense  that  attends  the  transportation  of  the  articles  sulyect  to 
that  license  tax,  left  them  3till  in  a  worse  situation  than  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  United  States*  Avho  paid  it,  and  this  was  probably  the 
operating  cause  why  it  was  not  extended. 

I  presume  to  think,  sir,  that  the  Attorney-General  has  entirely  mis- 
conceived the  Ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory,  or  he 
would  not  have  adduced  that  passage,  **  they  shall  be  subject  to  all 
the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  United  States  in  Conirress  assem- 
bled"  to  prove  that  **  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  all  the  laws  of 
Congress,"  etc.,  are,  in  their  operation,  co-extensive  with  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  and  obligatory  upon  every  person  therein. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  sir,  that  the  Ordinance  consists  of  parts  that 
respect  very  different,  and,  perhaps,  distant  times,  and  that,  in 


piirts  of  thii  Viiili'ii  ^^lali's,  tlic 


iiifr  ; 


iliHlr 


.rnvi<l..<l  (nr.  TIj. 
Western  Territory  ?lili  is,  auti  i 
entirely  new,  and  a  judiciary  » 
that  when,  having  gained  a  cei 
[>i)S('ii  i)i>'  ]>(Mi|ilr  laight  be  trtisb 
the  giivt'rijnient  is  to  reniaiD.  1 
lation  haviug  iucreased  to  a  cerl 
gut-em  HI  en  Is  for  themselves,  be 
repr<-seiLt.'iiivi-s,  and  become  inte 
the  gfiRTiii  h\\-  of  the  Union  w 
justly,  although,  in  the  forming 
rative  nor  negative  voice,  for  it  i 
rated  from  tlie  Western  Territo: 
The  articles  of  compact,  and  of 
the  fourth,  and  which,  with  mu 
the  terms  on  which  tlic  colonies  s 
essarily  implies  two  parties ;  but 
Ordinance,  there  were  neither  St: 
the  territories,  it  most  evidently  : 
applied  to  no  other.  Any  infei 
applied  to  the  present  stage,  mus 
people  of  the  Territory  been  cup: 
Stales — "that  they  would  forev 
States  " — from  the  very  force  of 
distinct  part  of  the  United  Stat 
exist  distinctly  at  the  lime,  thoi 
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held  out,  which  every  individual  in  the  United  States  was  free  to 
accept  or  reject  at  his  pleasure.  If  any  did  accept  them,  and  re- 
move into  the  Territory,  they  ceased  to  be  citissens  of  the  United 
States  and  became  their  subjects,  and  the  right  of  making  law,  par- 
ticular law,  for  them  at  all  is  derived  from  that  source  only. 

The  following,  sir,  I  believe  is  a  just  comment  on  the  fourth  arti- 
cle of  the  compact :  The  territory,  that  is,  the  soil,  shall  forever 
remain  the  property  of,  or  a  part  of  the  soil  of  the  United  States. 
The  States  which  shall  be  formed  therein,  whenever  they  have 
sixty  thousand  male  inhabitants,  or  at  an  earlier  period  if  the 
United  States  think  convenient,  shall  become  integral  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  be  admitted  by  their  delegates  into  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 
They  shall  be  subject  to  the  articles  of  confederation  (now  of  the 
Union),  and  to  all  acts  of  Congress  made  conformably  thereto,  etc. ; 
and,  until  they  arrive  at  that  degree  of  population,  they  shall  re- 
main in  an  independent  colonial  state,  subject  to  such  particular  acts 
of  Congress  as  the  general  interest  of  the  nation  may  require  they 
should  be  subjected  to ;  in  other  words,  have  such  acts,  and  such 
acts  only,  wherein  they  are  particularly  named,  or  included,  by  the 
necessary  and  direct  import  of  the  enacting  words. 

There  is,  sir,  at  present,  no  person  appointed  to  prosecute  for  the 
public ;  the  office  has  been  offered  to  and  refused  or  resigned  by  every 
practitioner  at  the  bar  who  was  in  any  wLse  cxipable  of  exercising  it. 
The  necessity  of  such  an  officer,  and  some  allowance  from  the 
United  States,  has  been  often  and  fruitlessly  represented  by  me,  for 
as  yet  the  situation  of  the  people  here  does  not  admit  of  their  being 
burdened  with  salaries.  By  a  law  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  the  emolument  of  the  public  prosecutor  has  been  some- 
thing increased,  and  I  have  written  to  a  son  settled  in  the  profession 
at  Pittsburgh,  offering  him  the  appointment,  but  do  not  know 
whether  he  will  accept  it  or  not. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Oliver  Wolcott.* 

Cincinnati,  July  24,  1795. 
Sir: — The  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  20tli  of 
June,  came  to  hand  on  the  20th  instant,  and  I  would  have  replied 

^This  letter  is  given  after  the  one  preceding,  wliich  is  a  reply  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Attorney-General,  although  it  properly  comes  before  it  in  date 
of  composition. 


queut^s  iniglit  follow  frum  u  qur^ 
ing  recorded  iu  a  court  of  law  ag: 
suing  for  the  peDaltj'  attached  to  ■■ 
(and  still  do  believe)  that  witli  r 
foreign  distilled  spirits  and  wine  w 
Whether  it  be  an  inadmissible 
torial  districts  are  not  bound  by 
Bpecially  named,  is  not  for  me  b 
new  pretensfoD,  and  is  a  doctrine 
respect  to  colonies.  Those  district 
States,  but  depeudencies  upou  thei 
in  Congress  as  colonics.  The  dut; 
never  conceived  to  extend  to  then 
them  under  the  general  law.  It 
pleraentary  act,  in  which  they  arc 
vros  reconinien<led  by  lue  to  the 
That  veiy  act  in  which  they  are 
revenue  laws,  in  which  they  are  n( 
tion  here  at  one  and  the  same  tir 
have  been  enough  to  have  raised  i 
before  been  thought  of,  But,  sir 
Mr.  Randolph,  when  Aitiprney-(n'i 
pressed  a  sentiment  similar  to  tha 
you  from  my  letter  to  him.  He  di 
Judge  Turner  in  imnther  '^onversi 
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It  is  of  little  consequence  what  my  own  opinion  on  thb  subject 
may  be,  because,  judicially,  I  can  never  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
it;  and,  executively,  the  Government  has  a  right  to  command  my 
co-operation  with  its  measures,  wherever  that  co-operation  can  take 
place — my  disposition  to  do  so  I  trust  is  not  doubted.  The  magis- 
tracy, by  ^hom  is  meant,  I  suppose,  the  judges  of  the  different 
courts,  will,  doubtless,  pay  due  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney-General ;  but,  unless  I  intended  in  the  present  case  to  impress 
them  un&vorably,  I  should  be  unwilling  to  tell  them  that  you 
e&ard  upon  their  co-operatiwi,  for  I  repeat  it,  sir,  breaches  of  the  law 
in  question  are  only  punishable  by  action  at  law. 

The  revenue  that  can  possibly  arise  from  the  licenses  in  this  Ter- 
ritory is  a  very  trifle,  and  in  most  cases  they  have  been  purchased 
for  this  year  already.  But  if  it  is  to  be  enforced,  the  decision  of 
one  action  against  the  person  suing  for  the  penalty  puts  an  end  to 
it,  and  will  lay  the  collector  open  to  much  vexation,  for,  I  suppose, 
suits  would  be  instituted  against  him  to  recover  back  the  money  for 
the  licenses  by  most  of  those  who  have  already  paid  it.  At  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress  (if  it  was  their  intention  the  tax  should 
be  levied  here),  they  can  put  it  beyond  a  doubt  by  extending  the 
law  relating  to  foreign  spirits  and  licenses  expressly  to  the  Terri- 
tory, as  was  done  with  respect  to  the  duties  on  domestic  distilled 
spirits. 

Oliver  Wolcott  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Treasury  Department,  June  20,  1795. 

Sir : — ^The  Secretary  of  State  has  transmitted  to  this  department 
an  extract  of  your  letter  to  him  dated  May  5,  1795. 

As  to  the  intimation  therein  given,  thai  the  laws  oftJie  United  States 
are  not  deemed  to  ejiend  to  either  of  the  territorial  districts  unless  ihey  are 
spedaUy  named,  appeared  to  me  to  countenance  an  inadmissible 
pretension,  I  have  lost  no  time  in  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney-General on  the  point,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose. 

I  have  only  to  observe  that  as  I  perfectly  concur  with  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  Attorney-General,  the  officers  of  the  revenue  will 
be  instructed  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  the  law,  and  that  I  count 
entirely  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  magistracy  and  officers  of  the 
district  over  which  you  preside. 
VOL.  n — 25 
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have  been  prosecuted  before 
againat  him,  but  as  the  people 
from  Kentucky,  and  retired  t 
also  an  inhabitant  there,  there 
him,  aa  the  plunder  of  the  Im 
publicly  sold,  in  open  daylight 
A  regard,  sir,  for  the  nation 
an  inquiry ;  but  I  must  take  tl 
inhabitants  of  the  country  over 
ritory  in  arms,  and  disturbing 
do  in  the  must  solemn  mannci 
s  to  prevent  its 


Whereiis,  I  have  received  inform 
one  (if  the  Judges  of  tlie  General  C 
latt,  a  moat  hurrid  murder  was  cm 
men  under  the  proli'clion  of  the  la 
or  near  lo  the  BellerunCiiJnG,  in  the 
habitants  uf  said  county;  unU,  wlie 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  General  Wayne. 

Cincinnati,  Jum,  30,  1795. 

Sir: — I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  28th  last 
night,  and  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  information  it  con- 
tains. Although  I  am  of  opinion,  with  you,  that  the  meditated 
stroke  of  the  Shawanese  is  over,  for  I  believe  that  the  depredations 
that  have  of  late  happened  in  Kentucky  and  upon  the  river  have 
been  committed  by  that  very  party — I  shall  give  notice  to  the  set- 
tlements above  to  be  on  their  guard  lest  it  should  be  otherwise ;  yet, 
in  truth,  what  they  have  suffered  is  but  a  just  punishment  for  their 
wanton  disregard  to  order  and  humanity,  and  if  it  fell  on  the  guilty 
only  I  should  not  regret  it  one  moment.  I  have  complained  of  it  to 
the  Governor  of  Kentucky,  but  do  not  expect  any  effect  therefrom, 
but,  as  I  am  going  to  Lexington,  it  may  be  that  I  may  get  some 
evidence  against  Mr.  Massey,  who,  in  that  case,  I  will  order  to  be 
prosecuted  immediately. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure,  sir,  to  hear  that  the  Indians  are  likely 
to  be  in  with  you  so  generally,  and  with  such  uncommon  punctual- 
ity. It  is  a  very  favorable  [out]  in  my  opinion,  for  the  issue  of  the 
pending  treaty,  which  I  doubt  not  will  end  in  a  manner  favorable  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  and  this  Territory,  and  to  your 
honor  and  satisfaction,  which  is  the  sincere  wish  of,  sir,  your  very 
humble  servant. 

No  doubt.  Major  Doyle  has  informed  you  of  the  destruction,  some 
distance  above  Massac,  of  a  Mr.  Chew,  from  Maryland,  with 
eighteen  or  twenty  blacks.  I  mention  it,  however,  lest  he  should 
not  have  done  it,  for  I  believe  it  to  be  necessary  that  you  should  be 
informed  of  it  in  the  instances  where  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
has  been  infringed  by  them.  He  supposes  it  to  have  been  done 
by  the  Pottawatamies,  and,  if  so,  it  was  probably  in  revenge  for  the 
injuries  they  sustained  in  the  Miamis'  country. 


General  Wayne  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Headquarters,  Green vh^le,  Au^ud  l^fh,  1795. 
Sir : — ^This  will  be  presented  to  you  by  Major  Vigo,  who  has  been 
at  this  place  for  some  time,  and  now  is  on  his  way  to  Post  Vin- 
cennes. 


ilraw  nil  tlic  rcniaiuiiifr  ('litTDkws 
n<ium;nf  Ihisfiiil.  lui.l  rrtiirn  Li  h 
jart  had  left  the  kScioto  very  early 
in  their  own  country.  This  part  c 
by  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Gov 
War,  in  which  he  aaye :  "A.  const' 
rion,  with  their  families,  arrived  o 
block-house;  that  they  had  forei 
north-west  of  the  Ohio,  and  were  d 
fixture."  All  the  mischief  that  ha 
time  past,  waa  by  the  party  of  Sh 
to  your  Excellency  of  the  28th  a 
^reasion  of  Mr.  Maasey  [Massie]. 
now  terminate.  The  Shawanese  c 
«all  that  party  to  a  severe  accouut 
determined  to  assist  in  their  total 
tinue  hostile. 

Blue  Jacket  left  this  place  on  th 
that  party  to  cease  frotn  all  kinds  < 
the  United  States,  and  immediate 
their  possesaioo,  or  abide  the  fate  1 
compliance  with  this  demand.  H 
its  train  of  blessings,  will  attend  t 
United  States  in  future,  unless  pre 

With  these  sentiments,  and  wi 
safety,  health,  and  happiness,  I  hs 
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Dew  organization  of  the  General  Oovemment  there  has  been  no 
mode  pointed  out  for  those  communicating  directly  with  Congress, 
and  they  have  conceived  that  the  communication  which  went  form- 
erly through  the  Secretary  of  Congress  must  now  go  through  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and,  in  consequence,  you  are  troubled  with  two 
lists  of  the  laws  adopted  at  a  session  of  the  legislature  which  closed 
this  day— one  for  the  Senate  and  one  for  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

The  act  of  Congress  entitled  **  An  act  respecting  the  government 
of  the  Territories,"  passed  May  1,  1792,  directs  that  the  laws  of  the 
Territories  shall  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  two  hundred  copies  to  be  delivered  to  the  Governor  to  be 
distributed.  The  legislature  have  found  that  they  can  be  printed 
here,  which  will  not  only  put  them  sooner  into  the  hands  of  the 
people,  but  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  them  more  generally,  and 
have,  with  these  views,  contracted  for  printing  those  of  the  last  ses- 
sion ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  that  called  up  an  expectation  to  the 
printer  that  he  might  possibly  receive  from  the  General  Government 
the  sum  which  printing  two  hundred  copies  would  have  cost  in  Phil- 
adelphia. Should  the  measure  meet  your  approbation,  it  will  be 
very  obliging  if  you  will  please  to  put  it  in  train. 

The  same  act  directs  the  Secretary  of  State  to  provide  proper 
seals  for  the  respective  public  officers.  When  Mr.  Jefferson  was? 
about  that  business,  the  recorder's  office  was  some  how  omitted,  and 
that  office  is  without  a  seal  in  all  the  counties,  which  are  at  present 
four  in  number,  and  this  session  an  Orphans'  Court  has  been  erected, 
which  will  make  the  number  of  seals  wanted  amount  to  eight,  two 
for  each  county.  With  the  seals  Mr.  Jefferson  forwarded  presses. 
The  device  of  all  offices  the  same,  and  they  differ  only  by  the  in- 
scription, and  I  have  the  liberty  to  inclose  an  impression  of  one  of 
them. 


Governor  Gayoso*  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

New  Madrid,  Sept  26,  1795. 
Sir: — Captain  Vatte,  commanding  officer  at  St.  Genevieve,  has 
informed  me  of  your  Excellency's  arrival  at  Kaskaskia.  I  shall 
think  myself  very  fortunate  if,  when  I  go  up  to  St.  Louis,  your  Ex- 
cellency should  be  yet  at  your  actual  residence ;  in  that  case,  I  pro- 
pose myself  the  honor  of  offering  you  my  respectful  assurances  of 

1  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  Spanish  Governor  of  Northern  Louiftiana. 


VUKTK-U.        lil-    IXT; 

ble;  mi  tiK'.-onini 


....     \Vf  i-iiu  bi?  of  sen 

political  coucernB.  I  refer  to  a 
important  objects.  I  have  the  1 
moBt  earnest  proteetations  of  t 


Governor  St.  Clair  ■. 

Pi 
[ExtMcta  Trom  ■  privHte  letter.] 

As  I  feel  myself  under  sensil 
have  always  reposed  in  me,  it 
ill-return  if  I  did  not  inform  yo 
gusted  for  a  considerable  time,  a 
some  of  the  deiiartmeuts,  whicl 
to  your  knowledge,  but  which  n 
to  determine  me  to  retire  from  £ 
was  not  carried  intu  immetlinte 
tion  that  it  might  be  construed 
you,  and  that  the  wretched  situ; 
its  being  carried  into  immediate 
in  which  they  have  been,  and  st 
very  conduct  of  the  dejiartmenl 
dence  I  had  in  the  himor  and  iti 

I  have  indeed  hud  much,  sii 
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which  seemed  calculated  to  destroy  any  consequence  I  had  or  could 
obtain  in  the  office  I  filled,  and  to  wound  that  self-love  that  every 
man  possesses,  and  ought  to  possess  in  a  greater  or  less  degree. 

It  began  with  the  War  Department,  to  which  the  control  of  In- 
dian affairs  is  given,  and  the  superintendence  to  me.  That  office 
you  know,  sir,  I  held  before  the  establishment  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment, and,  as  such,  I  was  known  to  the  Indians,  but,  for  a  very 
long  time  I  have  never  been  made  acquainted  with  any  thing  re- 
specting them ;  numbers  of  them  have  been  called  to  the  seat  of 
Government  from  time  to  time,  and  by  persons  employed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  without  the  slightest  intimation  to  me.  Persons 
have  been  sent  to  reside  among  them,  in  public  characters,  without 
my  knowledge  or  concurrence,  and  who  never  thought  proper  to 
have  the  smallest  communication  with  me.  Neither  have  I  ever 
been  informed  of  the  name  or  residence  of  my  deputy,  or  received 
a  single  line  of  information  or  intelligence  from  him.  I  know  not, 
sir,  whether  the  manner  in  which  I  conducted  the  negotiation  with 
the  people,  intrusted  to  me,  may  not  have  been  disapproved  of.  I 
had  not  reason,  however,  to  believe  it  had,  and  I  am  certain  it 
was  a  very  difficult  and  very  delicate  business.  If  a  war  with  them 
is  at  all  times  to  be  avoided,  if  possible,  it  was  more  necessary 
that  it  should  have  been  then  avoided  when  they  were  united  and 
prepared  for  it,  and  the  Government  of  this  country  was  at  a  full 
stand.  A  war  was  prevented  at  that  time,  and  such  a  division 
among  them  brought  about  as  they  were  never  able  to  overcome, 
when  it  afterwards  became  unavoidable.  The  share  I  had  in  prose- 
cuting that  war,  when  it  did  supervene,  although  very  unfortunate, 
I  have  no  cause  to  be  ashamed  of,  though  the  consequences  to  me 
have  -been  the  same  as  if  the  sinister  events  of  it  had  been  produced 
by  my  misconduct.  It  was  ended,  however,  by  negotiation,  and  so 
little  was  the  superintendent  considered,  that  he  never  had  any 
official  information  of  its  being  in  train,  and  the  first  notice  of  its 
being  concluded  was  the  seeing  a  proclamation  of  General  Wayne's 
in  the  newspaper,  commanding  the  people  in  my  government  to  ab- 
stain from  hostilities.  Nor,  to  this  moment,  have  I  any  other  but  a  copy 
of  the  treaty  sent  to  me  by  General  Wayne,  in  consequence  of  my 
representations  to  him,  in  as  delicate  a  manner  as  I  could,  that  his 
powers  could  go  no  further  than  to  stop  hostilities  between  the 
troops  and  the  Indians.  As  to  the  people,  it  belonged  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  Territory.  Since  the  peace,  part  of  the  militia  have 
been  embodied,  by  orders  from  the  War  Office,  to  the  commanding 


ni)  mmifV:!  for  tlint  puriMw^e  iu  t 
dence  in  liic  imblio,  ami  Ixiiievf 
Tht!  uc founts  (if  my  rsjifiuiitun 
bad  been  presented  tu  tlie  treasi 
ment  took  place,  tbey  were  ^a 
no  apprupriatioQ  bad  i>een  mat 
dd  government  of  that  DBture 
counto  onght  to  be  allowed,  and 
and  pa7  them ;  be,  however,  di< 
I  applied  ^;un,  he  candidlj'  tok 
and  the  penon'  wbo  bad  made 
mssed  for  want  of  his  money,  a 
mented  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  who 
Totild  be  allowed.  He  even  to 
Secretary  of  War,  in  order,  if  t 
fi>r  the  Indian  Department,  to  d 
none,  and  of  course  the  busines! 
sion  of  Congrese.  I  was  going 
from  whence  I  might  never  reti 
curity.  On  the  promises  Mr.  B 
tate  to  give  my  bond  in  security 
again  applied  f(ir  payment,  and 
comptroller,  who  raised  au  inf 
after  much  insolent  Dltercatiou, 
to  Congress.  Id  the  last,  he  mi 
have  been  right  in  the  pains  he 
allowed,  and  which  had  the  effee 
of  them  as  to  leave  me  saddled 
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ooald  he  have  been  right  in  allowing  to  others  charges  of  the  very 
same  nature  objected  to — to  General  Putnam,  who  made  use  of  those 
very  goods  purchased  and  paid  for  by  me,  was  allowed  his  extra 
expenses,  even  to  the  washing  of  his  shirts.  Misfortunes  I  can  bear 
with  firmness,  but  the  insolence  of  office  throws  me  off  my  center, 
and  the  hardest  struggle  I  ever  had  was  to  keep  my  hands  off  him. 
I  have  had  occasion  to  write  frequently  to  the  Office  of  State,  but 
since  Mr.  Jefferson  left  that  office,  that  my  letters  were  received  it 
was,  perhaps,  too  great  condescension  to  acknowledge. 

By  the  Land  Law,  just  passed,  new  duties  are  assigned  me,  and,  al- 
though it  can  not  be  but  that  they  must  be  attended  with  consider- 
able expense,  no  provision  is  made  for  it,  and  the  appointments  of 
the  office  do  certainly  not  allow  any  extra  expenses. 

From  the  surrender  of  the  posts,  which  will  soon  take  place,  it 
appears  that  the  Governor  must  visit  them  and  set  the  cjvil  govern- 
ment in  motion.  That  can  not  be  done  without  a  very  heavy  ex- 
pense. The  organizing  it  heretofore  in  the  distant  parts  absorbed 
the  whole  of  my  salary  and  more  ;  nor  since  I  have  been  in  the  of- 
fice, until  the  last  year,  have  I  ever  been  able  to  save  a  farthing. 

Detroit,  I  am  well  informed,  is  the  most  expensive  place  in  the 
world,  and  to  give  such  impressions  as  ought  to  be  given  on  the  in- 
troduction of  a  new  government  over  new  subjects  can  not  be  done 
without  considerable  expense.  I  am  now  poor,  very  poor,  and  were 
it  proper,  which  it  is  not,  can  not  make  them  from  my  own  funds, 
and  no  provision  is  made  for  that  purpose ;  besides,  I  have  too  much 
experience  of  the  disposition  of  Congress  and  the  officers  to  run  any 
risks  of  that  nature  again. 

It  may  not  be  known  to  you,  sir,  that  my  being  in  Philadelphia 
this  winter  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  comptroller,  to  obtain 
compensation  for  my  horses.*  It  is  an  object  now  of  importance  to 
me,  or  I  should  not  have  come ;  but  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  unfortunate  campaign,  I  was  held  responsible  for  a  very  large 
sum  of  money,  the  vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  which  had  been 
lost  in  the  action,  and  a  small  balance  of  ray  private  accounts,  though 
settled,  was  detained  from  me  until  they  should  be  produced. 
Those  vouchers  were  held  by  me  in  pursuance  of  the  spirit  of  my 
instructions,  to  justify  the  warrants  I  had  drawn  upon  the  quarter- 
master, and  were  for  horses  ordered  to  be  purchased  before  his  join- 
ing the  army.  To  discharge  myself  on  the  treasury  books  and  re- 
ceive the  money  that  had  been  withheld,  and  which  I  was  obliged 
to  borrow  at  exorbitant  interest,  I  had  to  ride  all  through  Kentucky, 

*St.  Clair  had  four  horses  killed  at  the  buttle,  4ih  November,  1791. 


3!'4  The  St.  CUur  Pa,urx. 

au't  return  to  tliis  ]ilac(\  iiml,  '>r  ciiurM-,  to  epcud  iiuuriy  ull  the 
niiinev  I  liatl  tn  receive.  In  this  maQDer  have  I  been  treated;  iiir 
what  reason  I  know  not,  unless  it  be  that  I  coulil  not  stoop  to  eolio- 
itatiou  wUen  I  waa  asking  for  justice. 


GovEKsoR  St.  Clajk  to  General  Wayne. 

MuBKlSGUM,  Dr.etm})eT  5,  1705. 

Sir : — I  was  extremely  BOrry  that  I  could  not  writp  to  you  bdhre 
I  luit  Fort  Washington,  aa  well  U>  acknowledge  the  letter  I  had  the 
hoiiiir  U>  receive  from  you  as  U>  thuiik  you  f'>r  all  the  civilities  I  re- 
ceived from  yon  before  I  left  this  part  of  the  country.  On  the  2d 
instant,  I  met  with  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  9th 
ijf  Nuveinlwr,  annoiuicing  the  design  of  cerlain  Frenchmen  lo  en- 
gage in  ttnniL'  military  enterprise  against  the  possessions  of  Spain  on 
the  Mississippi,  to  eet  out  from  Kentucky.  Of  this,  I  had  received 
information  before  I  left  Fort  Washington,  and  informed  Govenua^J 
Shelby  of  it,  i[i  order  that  he  might  take  such  meaHures  to  pre^-eBt' 
it  as  he  judged  proper-  From  the  above  letter,  which  was  accom- 
{tthied  by  a  copy  of  one  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Governor 
Shelby,  llic  folh>wing  is  an  cxtrait : 

"The  Prcj^iilcnt  of  the  United  Stales  has  instructed  me  to  re- 
quest Ihiit  ytiii  will  con.sider  tlic  letters  ti)  the  Governor  of  Ken- 
tucky us  writli'ii  to  viiurwlf,  ami  that  you  lake  nil  the  measures  in 
tlie  course  uf  the  laws  for  the  prcveiiti<m  of  the  <lcsigu  iu  the  man- 
ner pu|.'p'^ted  liy  tlie  Secreliivy  of  Slate,  but  if  the  design  should 
Jiuve  n.->iuiKM!  sii<-h  an  u.'pect  us  to  hi'l  defiance  to  the  opcraliou  of 
till-  laws,  that  you  use  tlie  niilitiii  of  your  government  to  prevent 
the  ilf--ifrii,  or  that  you  rei[uest  the  officer  commanding  the  troojts  of 
the  United  Sialos"  in  your  neighborhood,  or  in  the  name  of  the 
rresidenl  of  tlic  Vnited  .^lates,  to  atJtjril  you  such  assistaiic*  in  the 
elTcetual  sujipix'ssiim  of  such  ilcsi;.M),  luul  the  apprehension  of  the 
offenders,  as  the  natiu-c  of  the  eiisc  may  require." 

It  is  inipossihic.  fnm  the  fceliic  and  distresse.1  state  of  the  settle- 
ments of  the  eoiiutry,  (o  nuike  use  of  the  militia  to  any  purpose; 
neither,  fmni  your  situation,  eau  much  nssistanee  be  expected  from 
you;  but  I  beg  h'ave  to  suggest  to  you  that  it  might  not  be  im- 
lu-o|)er  izi  you,  a<  the  horse  are  now  in  Kentucky,  to  make  an  offer 
lodoveruor  Shelby  of  such  assislanee  from  them  an  be  may  require, 
and  to  give  orders  to  the  officer  commaudiug  them  accordingly  ;  and 
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I  have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  that  I  would  take  the  lib- 
erty to  offer  you  this  advice. 

I  have  been  very  happy  to  hear  that  you  have  a  prospect  of  some 
winter  operations,  and  do  most  fervently  wish  you  success. 


James  McHenry  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

War  Office,  May,  1796. 

Sir: — The  President  has  had  information  which  affords  strong 
ground  to  believe  that  there  are  certain  persons  employed  and  paid 
to  visit  the  Western  country  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the 
people  of  those  parts  to  secede  from  the  Union,  and  form  a  separate 
connection  with  a  foreign  power. 

The  persons  more  particularly  pointed  to  as  emissaries  on  this  oc- 
casion, are  one  Powers,  DeCallot,  and  Warren.  It  is  said,  also,  that 
they  have  received  written  instructions  from  their  government,  and 
letters  to  influence  men  in  the  district  of  country  that  has  been  de- 
cided as  the  field  for  their  operations. 

The  route  (at  least  of  some  of  them),  is  by  Pittsburgh  down  the 
Ohio  to  the  old  Shawanese  town ;  thence  across  the  Ohio,  through 
the  lower  parts  of  Kentucky ;  thence  to  Post  Vincent ;  thence  to 
St.  Genevieve ;  and  thence  down  to  New  Orleans. 

It  is  thought  that  they  will  be  very  open  in  their  conversations, 
that  they  will  be  easily  traced  by  those  apprised  of  their  project, 
and  that  an  overweening  confidence  in  the  success  of  their  mission 
may  originate  circumstances  upon  which  to  ground  a  legal  proced- 
ure for  the  seizure  of  their  papers. 

You  will  perceive  that  it  is  important  to  such  a  seizure  that  they 
should  have  no  reason  to  suspect,  from  ill-timed  inquiries  or  meas- 
ures, that  they  are  discovered.  You  will,  of  course,  keep  your 
knowledge  of  their  errand  and  designs  to  yourself,  and  trust  it  only 
to  those  who  may  be  necessary  to  the  plans  you  may  adopt,  and  at 
the  moment  when  it  confidently  may  be  used  to  effect  its  successful 
execution. 

Powers  is  of  Irish  descent,  about  thirty-five  years  of  age,  a  man 
of  science,  seemingly  versatile,  speaks  French,  Spanish,  and  English 
with  equal  fluency,  and  pronounces  each  as  a  native. 

DeCallot  is  a  Frenchman,  full  six  feet  high,  about  forty  years  of 
age,  and  speaks  English  very  well. 

Warren  is  also  a  Frenchman,  was  lately  a  sub-engineer  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  which  he  resigned  for  his  present  em- 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to 
Bkpokt  or  OrriciAi.  Fkociid 

Sir: — Ou  the  4lli  of  May  lost 
State  tiiat  euine  {'jjiii\isian  in  the 
hiul  been  occusi'ined,  in  Bome  mea 
judicial  with  tho  executive  autUo 
improper,  and  would  oblige  tne  t 
I  received  information  from  Gene) 
had  taken  place,  a  number  of  Ind 
cupation  of  hunting  had  been  k! 
the  Banio  time,  I  was  informed  oft 
of  the  sheriff,  having  been  murdei 
in  that  part  of  the  country  when  1 
plied  to  him  to  be  certified  of  tl 
had  taken  any  and  wliat  eteps  to  fa 
answer  to  which  I  received  the  lett 
communication  with  the  eherilTon 
a  proclamation  requiring  the  offe 
legislature  waa  at  that  time  in  bcss 
of  August  that  I  was  able  to  lea 
Judge  Symmes.  A  court  waa  hek 
after  his  arrival  there,  where  the 
duced  to  the  crmmi  im-"  ".—--* 
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Another  wag  then  sent  up,  for  maDslaughter,  which  was  returned 
in  the  same  way,  and  produced  the  presentment  also  inclosed  here- 
with. From  the  inquiries  I  made  into  the  affair  of  the  Indians 
killed  at  their  hunting-camp,  I  found  the  circumstances  to  be  not 
only  not  blameable  but  laudable.  The  nation  they  belonged  to  had 
been  at  open  war,  and  committed  great  depredations  and  many 
murders,  and  some  of  them  very  recently,  in  that  country,  and 
neither  the  Indians  nor  the  people  had  received  any  account  of  a 
cessation  of  hostilities  having  taken  place.  The  people,  at  least, 
had  not,  and  they  had  received  intelligence  that  the  settlement 
would  be  attacked  by  the  Indians  the  next  morning.  I  am  sorry, 
however,  to  add  that,  had  the  af&ir  been  ever  so  criminal  in  its  na- 
ture, it  would  have  been,  I  believe,  impossible  to  have  brought  the 
actors  to  punishment.  The  difficulties  that  have  occurred  in  cases 
of  that  nature  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in 
this  Territory,  and  the  stain  it  fixes  on  the  national  character,  has 
often  led  me  to  consider  whether  justice  could  not  be  secured  to  the 
Indians  by  adding  some  sanction  to  the  law  beyond  what  is  usual 
between  the  citizens,  and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that,  were  a  pretty 
hea\7'  pecuniary  fine  to  be  set  upon  the  murder  of  an  Indian,  and 
a  proportional  one  for  lesser  injuries,  to  be  levied  upon  the  counties 
where  the  offense  was  committed  if  the  offenders  were  not  brought 
to  justice,  it  would  probably  have  the  effect,  for  it  is  often  seen  that 
the  minds  of  men  little  tinctured  with  justice  or  humanity,  have  a 
pretty  strong  sympathy  with  their  pockets,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
subject  within  the  province  of  the  general  legislature. 

My  letter  of  the  4th  May  last  contained  extracts  from  letters  of 
Judge  Turner  to  me  respecting  some  services  that  had  been  made 
by  his  authority,  and  complaints  against  some  county  ofl5cers,  par- 
ticularly Mr.  Vanderburgh,  the  judge  of  probate  for  the  county  of 
Knox,  and  of  my  answer  to  him  on  those  subjects  on  the  14th  De- 
cember last.  The  case  involving  the  goods  that  had  been  seized  on 
the  Wabash  was  dismissed  by  Judge  Symraes,  and  the  goods  re- 
stored ;  and  in  the  case  of  that  against  those  that  were  seized  on  the 
Ohio  and  sent  to  Kaskaskia,  and  there  condemned  and  sold,  a  writ 
of  error  has  been  brought,  and  the  condemnation  will  probably  be 
reversed.  And,  indeed,  if  goods  transporting  on  the  navigable 
rivers  from  one  part  of  the  Territory  to  the  other,  are  liable  to  seiz- 
ure because  they  may  be  goods  usually  vended  to  Indians,  those 
rivers  would  be  useless  to  the  inhabitants,  and  no  person  who  might 
venture  to  use  them  safe  from  the  practice  of  common  informers. 
It  gives  me  pain,  however,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  should  ever 
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have  been  troubled  with  complaints  alxjut  coonty  otficers ;  as  to  tlM 
puuiflhing  their  ofticial  conduct,  the  courts  aud  the  power  of  th« 
Governor  are  unquestionably  Cfimpelent;  but,  as  complainla  also 
against  the  judge  were  involved  in  them,  it  beca.me  necessary  for 
me  to  send  them  forward.  The  parties  have  made  their  respective 
representations,  which  were  inclosed  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  August. 
All  official  copy  of  the  transaction  of  Mr.  Vanderburgh  in  the  cir- 
cuit court  complained  of,  is  inclosed. 

When  I  went  to  the  Illinois  cotmtry  in  1789,  I  was  directed  to 
iDi(uiro  inM  and  confirm  in  their  possessions  and  titles  the  ancient 
inhnbittints  and  others  settled  there  on  or  before  the  year  1783.  All 
the  titles  tliat  were  presented  were  examined,  and,  so  far  as  they 
were  founded,  to  be  surveyed,  that  specific  confirmation  might  issue; 
but  on  the  lute  occasion,  I  found  that  many  claims  had  not  been 
brought  forwan'-,  and  as  there  was  no  limitation  by  law  as  to  the 
time  of  their  being  presented  I  conceived  myself  obliged  to  re«!ive 
them,  and  to  direct  the  survey  to  be  made  as  before.  Grants  of 
land  til  a  very  considerable  amount  had  iieen  made  by  officers  of  the 
Slate  of  Virginia,  and  by  the  courts  of  the  country  after  the  cession 
to  the  L'nitod  Rtatw  wholly  unauthorized  by  law.  Those  I  cmieeive 
myself  obliged  to  reject,  and  acct>rdingly  did  reject  them  in  toto; 
but  a  law  of  the  Uuiled  States  has  given  nomc  validity  to  those 
gnmts  wlioro  actual  improvement  liiis  followed,  leaving  it,  however, 
di«Ti'tiouiiry  with  the  Gnvoriinr  to  griint  miy  ([uantity  of  land  not 
excceiiiri;^  twcj  huudn'il  iirTCs  to  each  bcilder  of  such  grant,  and  so  in 
propiirlion  to  the  nature  of  the  iniproveiucnl.  It  became  my  dutv 
tii  lake  these  grants  into  cons^ideration,  and  I  have  received  and  reg- 
istered all  that  were  presentefl  for  the  first  time,  as  well  as  those 
that  had  been  lieforc  rejected,  but  I  have  decided  in  no  instance 
upon  the  (pinntity  of  land  to  l>e  granted  in  consequence  of  their  im- 
provement (this  is  not  a  very  di'finite  term),  and  the  discretion  be- 
tween one  hiuidred  acres  an<l  four  I  was  not  very  willing  to  use 
without  Mime  rule  ;  if  less  was  g'vcn  to  some  and  more  to  others,  an 
accusation  of  purtiality  was  a  pretty  certain  consequence  to  one  side, 
and  if  the  whole  (pLanlily  geiu'rally  given,  of  prodigality  and 
neglect  of  the  public  intei-esls  on  ihc  other  side.  Should  the  President 
think  tliis  a  matter  of  sufficient  importance  fiir  legislative  inter- 
ference, he  will  doubtless  lay  it  befiire  Coiigress;  if  it  is  not,  I  hope 
I  may  be  honored  with  his  instructions  relative  thereto,  I  inclose  a 
list  of  those  claims  so  far  as  they  have  appeared. 

The  donations  to  the  head  of  families  in  the  Illinois  country  have 
not  yot  l>een  laid  out,  although  the  orders  for  that  purpose  were 
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issued  in  1790.  The  delay  has  been  owing  to  several  causes.  There 
was  but  one  person  to  be  found  in  that  country  who  had  the  least 
acquaintance  with  surveying.  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing him,  but  I  believe  he  found  himself  inadequate  to  the  task, 
and  conscientiously  deferred  it.  Another  reason  was  the  poverty 
of  the  people — ruined  as  they  have  been  by  the  change  of  Govern- 
ment, and  the  injuries  they  have  been  subjected  to  by  the  events  of 
the  revolution,  wherein  their  property  was  seized  to  a  great  amount 
by  the  officers  of  Virginia  without  any  recompense ;  by  the  depre- 
dations of  what  was  called  the  Wabash  Regiment,  self  organized  in 
that  country,  and  which  subsisted  by  plunder ;  and  by  the  frequent 
innundations  of  the  Mississippi.  They  were  unwilling  to  part  with 
any  of  their  movable  property  to  acquire  lands  which  they  could 
not  cultivate,  and  were  restrained  from  selling  till  five  years  after 
possession  had  been  given  them.  They  were  in  hopes,  too,  that  as 
Congress  had  relieved  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  on  the  Wabash, 
of  both  those  conditions,  the  same  favor  would  be  extended  to  them, 
and,  therefore,  did  not  press  for  their  being  laid  out.  The  reason 
for  so  marked  a  distinction  between  the  inhabitants  of  two  different 
parts  of  the  same  country,  and  in  exactly  similar  circumstances,  I 
could  never  comprehend,  and  I  do  hope  that  Congress  will  put 
them  on  the  same  footing ;  at  any  rate,  the  five  years  should  in  my 
opinion  be  computed  from  the  time  the  orders  for  surveying  issued, 
for  that  there  was  an  incapable  person  appointed  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  people,  and  they  should  not  be  injured  either  by  that,  or  that 
the  country  did  not  afford  one  that  was  capable. 

Patents  for  the  donation  lands  that  have  been  alloted  to  the  heads 
of  families  are  much  pressed  for  by  those  who  are  entitled  to  them. 
I  had  conceived  that  the  Governor  was  fully  authorized  for  that 
purpose  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  them,  and  had 
prepared  a  form  which  I  submitted  to  Mr.  Randolj)h  when  Attorney- 
General.  He,  however,  was  of  opinion  that  the  patents  must  issue 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States.  On  this,  sir,  I  would  beg 
leave  to  observe  that  the  records  of  the  surveys  and  the  documents 
are  in  the  Territory ;  that  a  certificate  which  would  be  attended  with 
some  charges  must  necessarily  go  from  the  office  of  the  secretary 
here  before  a  patent  could  be  obtained  from  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State ;  that  after  the  patent  was  obtained,  it  must  be  brought 
back  to  the  Territory  and  recorded  in  the  county  where  the  land 
lies ;  and  that  the  distance  from  Philadelphia,  or  any  other  place 
where  the  seat  of  the  Government  may  be,  and  the  expense  that 
attends  any  delay  there,  are  good  objections — such,  indeed,  as  would 
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render  the  donali'in  a  mere  illusiou.  No  urder,  however,  bos  as  yel 
bwn  Uikeu  in  the  case,  that  I  know  of,  aod  pooplo  kimw  not  wIm-j« 
to  apply.  DonatiouB,  abo,  of  one  hundred  ac«*  have  brwi  urdorad 
to  be  given  by  ihe  fiovenior  to  ihoso  who  were  enrolled  in  llic  militia 
on  the  l8t  of  August,  1790;  I  have  no  difficulty  aa  to  thofle,  bft- J 
cauee  the  words  given  by  the  Cioveruor  I  conwivu  a  sulfictent  ■ 
thority.  They  have  been  ordered  to  bo  laid  nut,  and  a  li»t  of  tha  4 
persons  entitled  ie  contained  in  this. 

Another  paper,  inclosed,  is  a  conveyance  of  two  extensive  trscta  I 
of  land  from  the  Piankiehaws  to  Lord  Uunmore  and  hia  atwociate^  I 
in  which,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  there  is  au  expre«t<  aeknowledg-fl 
ment  that  the  lands  lying  between  those  trai^lf,  iM-giuuiug  at  the.f 
Point  Coupi  and  running  with  the)  Wnlwah   to  the  mouth  of  tli»<j 
While  River  about  twenty-four  leagues,  and  running  into  the  e 
try  forty  leagues  on  the  east  and  thirty  leagues  on  the  weet,  w  t 
served  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Vincennea.     That  is,  tl 
tract  the  few  people  who  have  signed  the  petition  reclaim  for  tllft^ 
French  inhubitanta.     That  the  laud  was  actually  relinquished  I 
the  Indians  when  a  poet  v/aa  first  established  at  that  place,  I   hav%i^ 
no  doubt;  but  it  Is  evident  the  relinquishment  was  to  the  Freneb 
government,  and  not  Ut  the  inhabitants,  because  Mr.  de  St.  Vincens, 
the  first  commander,  gave  small  pieces  of  it  to  individuals  imme- 
diately, on  the  express  condition  that  they  should  be  improved  in 
a  vcar  or  l>e  void.     Witliin  the  bounds  of  that  reservation  are  all 
the  lands  that  have  been  laid  out.  but  a  difficulty  arises  from  the 
treaty  of  Greenville  with  respect  to  those  not  yet  laid  out  in  the 
country  on  llie  Mississi])i>i. 

To  take  that  Ireaty  literally,  every  foot  of  land  in  the  country 
not  in  the  actmil  itossessiou  of  some  individual  has  l>ecn  relinquished 
to  the  Indians,  and  should  that  construction  prevail,  it  is  impnesibie 
for  Congress  to  fulfill  the  promise  of  donation  without  violating  it. 
Tlie  lands  actually  granted  heretofore,  cover  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Mississippi  bottom  Iwtwcen  Kaskaskia  and  C'ahokia,  and  many  grants 
have  likewise  lieen  made  for  considerable  portions  of  the  high  landa, 
and  claims  are  made,  in  addition,  of  an  ancient  improvement  made 
by  the  savages  not  less  than  thirty  miles  up  the  Kaskaskia. 

Those  people  ean  not  lie  said,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  to 
be  in  [xissession,  and  some  explanation,  it  appears  to  me,  will  be 
necessary.  It  was  a  part  of  my  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
claims  of  the  Imlians  tt>  lands  and  to  extinguish  them,  but  at  that 
time  I  could  not  find  that  any  nation  laid  claim  to  them.  The  Ca- 
hokia  nation,  reduced  to  four  or  five  families,  had  abandoned  the 
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country  entirely.  The  Peorias,  amoipiting  to  about  one  hundred, 
had  likewise  abandoned  it,  and  the  Kaskaskii  tribe,  of  about  twenty 
&Tnilie8,  laid  claim  to  nothing  but  the  site  of  an  old  village  near 
Kaskaskia,  and  about  four  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  was  con- 
firmed  to  them  by  an  act  of  Congress.  In  all  the  country  from  Kas- 
kaskia to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  and  across  to  the  Wabash,  not  one 
Indian  resided,  though  the  Miamies,  the  Kickapoos,  and  the  Oiata- 
non,  and,  perhaps,  some  others,  occasionally  hunted  in  it;  and  it  is 
now  a  good  deal  frequented  by  the  Shawanese  and  Delawares  from 
the  Spanish  side.  Still,  I  am  persuaded  that  none  of  them  have 
a  just  claim  to  those  lands ;  but  when  they  learn  that  the  country 
was  the  Peorias — and  there  will  not  be  wanting  people  enough  to- 
inform  them  that  all  the  lands,  except  what  was  possessed  on  the  3d 
of  August  last,  have  been  relinquished — owners  enough  will  cer- 
tainly appear.  The  only  places  where  the  donations  could  be  laid, 
agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  are  in  the  country  below 
the  Kaskaskia,  between  the  river  and  the  high  lands,  for  the  heads 
of  families  in  that  settlement,  in  the  low  grounds  above  Cahokia, 
for  that  settlement  and  in  the  Mississippi  bottom,  as  it  is  commonly 
called,  for  those  of  the  Prairie  du  Rocher  and  St.  Phillips.  If  lands 
sufficient  can  be  found  there,  which,  when  the  former  appropriations 
are  laid  out,  I  am  persuaded  there  can  not,  a  power,  therefore,  to 
lay  them  out  somewhere  else  should  be  given. 

The  encroachments  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  territory  below  the 
Ohio,  I  know  the  Government  is  apprised  of.  From  some  deposi- 
tions taken  before  me,  and  which  were  sent  to  General  Wayne,  it  is 
ascertained  that  they  are  establishing  themselves  in  considerable 
force.  Their  fortification  was  thus  described :  A  large  and  strong 
fort,  nearly  completed,  whereon  about  three  hundred  men  were  con- 
stantly employed,  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  already  mounted,  and  six 
galleys  in  the  river.  It  was  further  deposed  that  several  young  men, 
inhabitants  of  this  Territory,  passing  down  the  Missis^ppi,  had  been 
seized  and  forced  to  work  upon  the  fortifications.  Such  conduct,  con- 
trasted with  General  Gayoso's  letter  to  me,  does  not  put  the  Spanish 
character  in  a  very  fair  point  of  view.  Inclosed  is  my  answer.  An 
interview,  however,  I  should  have  avoided,  if  I  had  not  been  obliged 
to  leave  that  part  of  the  country,  because  I  was  wholly  unautlior- 
ized  on  any  of  the  objects  he  had  in  view,  except  preserving  what 
harmony  now  subsists,  so  long  as  the  Government  shall  think  it 
proper.  The  commandant  at  St.  Louis  made,  likewise,  a  proposal 
that  in  case  any  of  the  Indians  from  our  side  of  the  river  made  in- 
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cuTsioni?  into  the  SpanWi  Icrriton',  or  any  of  the  Indian?  from  tha  J 
Spauisli  Ride  into  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  that  both  p8^i4 
ties  should  be  ut  liberty  to  pursuit  ntid  aunoy  iheiu,  while  in  the  / 
ooTiulry  of  each  oilier.  There  may  Ixi  uw.-aBinnM  wlii-n  euth  an  iigrG«<4 
meut  might  lie  uscfuL  There  ore,  likewiiv,  vcr}'  iucoDVcDtent  con^'l 
seqiicui'es  thai  might  follow  from  it.  At  any  rate,  it  vraa  beyond! 
my  ijowern,  aud  I  should  sHejiect  those  of  Sir.  Fraudcan  )ikewis«;  f 
but  iuti)  that  I  did  not  imiiiire.  I  ti>Id  hiiti  fraukly  I  liad  no  author*  I 
ity,  hut  would  otTtaiuIy  t'luninLinictttc  his  jirnpoKal  U)  iht;  President,  i 
It  is  a  fact  that  the  Kickupoos  from  our  side  do  commit  ileprcda-  ] 
tioa>*  on  the  Pjmniards.  and  the  Shavranese  and  othors  from  their  r] 
side,  upon  us,  aud  retire  immediately  to  their  respective  sides  of  the  4 
Missi»!ii|)pi.  Fiiur  negroes,  belou^ng  to  a  gentleman  at  Prairit 
Rochcr,  were  killed  hy  a  party  from  theucu  a  short  time  befiire  my  (] 
arrival  there. 

What  the  intentions  of  the  Government  are  with  regard  to  iho-  J 
sale  of  the  lauds  iu  this  country,  I  am  entirely  ignorant ;  but  it  is  J 
my  duty  to  inlorm  j  ou  that,  in  my  opinion,  Lf  they  are  not  disposedl 
of  soon,  such  nnraherfl  of  people  will  take  possession  of  them  i 
may  not  easdy  he  removed,  should  that  i>e  thought  necessary.      Be- 
fore I  «et  out  for  the  wofiward,  numlwrs  of  i»eople  from  Kentucky 
had  enlcrcd  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States  to  the  westward  of 
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,  but  that  Gov. 

erument,  at  nn  early  day,  seemed  disjMiritfl  to  nsurp  the  jurisdiction 
over  it,  fur  they  appointoil  the  late  Judge  Parsims  surveyor  for  that 
tract,  and  dirtrted  the  manner  in  which  it  was  fo  Iw  divided.  Somo 
letters  ])ass<i.l  Itctwceu  the  jmlgeaud  myself  on  that  oceasion,  and  I 
also  wrote  to  the  Executive  of  the  Stale  on  the  subject,  but  received 
no  answer,  A  coi>y  of  that  letter  was  scut  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  may  prolmhly  ho  on  the  file?.  Jly  opinion  was,  and  still 
is,  ihat  hutiirc  they  pniceeded  to  sell  the  lauds  the  consent  of  Con- 
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gress  should  have  been  formally  obtained,  and  that  as  to  subdivision 
of  the  soil  beyond  what  was  a  mere  consequence  of  ownership,  it 
belonged  to  the  executive  of  the  Territory.  I  am  informed  by  a 
gentleman  lately  from  that  State,  that  the  legislature,  in  their  last 
session,  passed  a  law  respecting  the  recording  of  deeds  within  that 
tract,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  Ordinance  for  the  government  of 
the  Territory,  which  is  a  direct  assumption  of  jurisdiction.  I  am 
sorry  to  find  1  have  troubled  you  with  so  long  a  letter,  but  I 
have  inserted  nothing  in  it  but  what  I  supposed  it  proper  and  nec- 
essary you  should  be  informed  of. 


Oliver  Wolcott  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Treasltiy  Department,  August  12,  1796. 

Sir : — I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  two  advertisements 
which  I  have  caused  to  be  published,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  act  entitled  :  *^  An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  in  the  Territory  North-west  of  the  Ohio  Eivcr, 
and  above  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky  River."  Owing  to  the  im- 
perfect state  in  which  the  business  relating  to  the  seven  ranges  of 
townships  was  left  by  the  late  Board  of  Treasury,  it  was  impo.ssible 
to  be  prepared  for  making  the  publication  before  the  present  time. 
I  mention  this  circumstance  to  account  for  a  delay  greater  than  was 
expected,  or  that  might  otherwise  appear  reasonable.  The  time 
proposed  for  commencing  sales  at  Pittsburgh  is  the  24th  day  of  Oc- 
tober ensuing;  at  which  time  your  attendance,  or  that  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Territory,  will  be  necessary.  George  Wallace,  'Esq.,  has 
been  appointed  by  the  President  to  be  one  of  the  superintendents 
of  the  sales,  and  John  Neville,  Esq.,  to  be  receiver  of  the  moneys. 
It  is  submitted  to  vou  to  determine  whether  your  attendance  or  that 
of  the  secretary  will  be  most  convenient. 

The  law  requires  that  the  sales  should  be  advertised  in  the  news- 
papers of  your  Territory.  I  know  of  none  except  that  printed  at 
Fort  Washington,  where  I  have  taken  measures  for  a  publication. 
If  any  thing  more  is  necessary,  I  have  to  request  your  attention 
thereto. 

I  shall  seasonably  transmit  to  General  Neville  a  map  of  the  lands 
to  be  sold,  with  such  documents  and  forms  as  will  be  necessary  at 
the  time  of  sale  and  for  rendering  the  accounts  for  settlements  at 
the  Treasury. 


The  St.  Clair  Papers. 


Governor  St,  Clair  to  SEtTiETART  Sabqest. 

PiTTfiBURGH,  Augua  13(A,  1796, 

Sir: — I  received  the  letter  j-ou  did  me  the  honor  to  write  gome 
time  ago  (on  the  Bubject  uf  the  nppoiutmeats  and  other  public  tnina- 
actions,  which  ought  to  have  been  reported  by  yuii),  about  thr«e 
weeks  since.  I  have  not  it  at  hand  nt  tiii«  tlixio,  and  the  dulo  baa 
escaped  me.  I  am  very  sorry,  sir,  that  the  wont  of  these  niemo- 
randiims  has  given  you  uneasiness.  I  would  fondly  hope,  however, 
that  no  blame  oun  possibly  attach  to  you  ou  account  of  them,  what- 
ever may  be  the  ca^e  as  to  me,  for  they  are  vft  to  bo  filed  in  your 
office,  and  yoitr  rejxirt  may  be  made  in  such  a  mauncr  as  to  sbow 
the  precise  time  tliey  came  to  your  hands.  It  was  cerlaiuly  wrong 
in  me  (as  I  promised  to  do  it)  not  to  have  put  them  into  your  hands 
earlier;  my  mind  was,  however,  so  agitated  from  a  \'aricty  of  cauaea, 
and  particularly  from  the  unfortunate  events  in  my  family,  that  1 
could  not  think  of  biisinese  at  all,  aud  when  I  did  at  last  get  to  it,  J. 
found  that  a  part  of  the  papers  only  had  been  brought  to  Fhili^ 
delphia,  and  I  have  lieen  since  my  return  from  thence  prevented  by 
sickness,  which  bniught  me  to  the  brijik  of  the  grave. 

Yesterday  I  met  with  Captain  Pierce,  from  Fort  Washington,  and 
by  him  I  learned  that  ynu  were  gone  to  Detroit.  Should  the  object 
of  that  journey  be  of  a  public  uiiturc,  I  have  to  wish  that  it  had 
not  beeu  undertaken,  for  to-iucirmw  I  fliall  be  in  tlie  Territory,  and 
then  the  p-iwers  of  the  Governor,  whicli  drvolve  u[Hin  the  secretary 
in  ]iis  absence,  will  ceawo  as  to  you,  yet  it  miiy  hapjien  tliat  both  you 
and  me  are  disclmi^iiig  the  dutirs  of  that  office  at  tlie  same  time, 
and,  of  course,  the  acta  of  one  must  lie  void.  I  think  it  further 
unfortunate,  as  no  orders  bad  been  received,  at  least  by  me,  to  ex- 
tend the  civil  aujliority  t<i  tliat  quarter,  and  I  should  Bupjtose  that 
you  are  not  uniufoniiod  that  Collgres^i,  at  the  last  session,  made  no 
provision  for  extending  it,  although  tiie  Pii'sidcnt  recommended  it 
in  a  spei-ial  message.  If  my  hcallli,  wliich  is  tlill  very  infirm,  will 
alloiv  il,  I  siiall  proceed  immediately  to  the  IlliuoLs  country,  aud 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  Ik'cu  aceomi>anied  by  you;  as  that, 
however,  can  not  be,  I  hope  to  find  that  the  public  seal  has  been 
left  wLlliin  my  reach,  as  I  pliall  dnubthv-s  have  occasion  Ut  use  it ; 
aud  shoidd  orders  for  that  purpose  be  received,  I  will  fake  the  De- 
troit in  my  way  back,  aud  bring  it  with  me,  for  m  lluit  case  it  will 
be  wanted  there  likewise. 


Correspondence,  Addresses,  Mc. 


GovEBNOB  St.  Claik  to  Secbetart  Saboent. 

CiMCiWNATi,  Aufftut  28ift,  1796. 

iSfr: — I  had  die  honor  to  address  a  letter  to  you  at  Detroit,  hy  Hm 
-w&y  of  Presque  Isle,  on  the  13th  instant.  In  that  letter,  I  raeo- 
tioned  my  intention  of  proceeding  to  the  Illiiiois  country  and 
returning  by  Detroit,  in  case  the  President  should  have  thought 
proper  to  direct  the  civil  authority  to  be  extended  to  that  quarter  by 
that  time.  Your  journey  to  that  place,  as  well  as  some  dispatches 
reeeiTed  by  the  last  mail,  obliges  me  to  change  that  purpose,  and  to 
proceed  to  Detroit  as  soon  as  conveniently  I  can,  in  order  that 
whatever  may  be  proper  to  he  done  there,  may  be  done  with  that 
concert  which  I  beheve  necessary  to  public  measures  where  different 
persons  may  occasionally  have  the  same  agency,  and  to  prevent  that 
collision  I  hinted  at,  and  which  must  necessarily  happen  when  yon 
and  I  are  both  exercising  the  function  of  Governor  at  the  same 
time,  and  which  must  necessarily  have  an  ill  effect,  especially  if 
they  should  not  chance  to  coincide. 

I  could  have  wished  to  huvc  fnuud  the  seal  deposited  here,  or  some 
information  respecting  it,  aa  I  have  occasion  for  it,  and  raust,  from 
the  want  of  it,  have  recourse  to  some  expedient,  which,  though  I 
.am  certain  it  is  strictly  legal,  yet,  wanting  that  solemn  formality, 
may  create  doubt  in  the  uninformed  minds  of  some  of  the  citizens. 
There  are  others  necessary  which  can  not  be  done  without,  and,  of 
course,  stand  over. 

This  moment.  Captain  Harrison  delivered  mc  a  packet,  which, 
having  received  a  similar  one,  I  knew  the  contents  and  opened  it, 
in  order  to  judge  whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  it  forward 
or  not.  As,  besides  the  advertisements,  it  contains  a  letter  from  the 
J?ccretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  you  will  think  requires  an  answer, 
I  have  forwarded  the  whole.  I  shall,  however,  by  to-morrow's  post, 
inform  him  that  I  will  attend  the  soles  at  Pittsburgh  at  the  time 
appointed. 

Governor  St.  Clair  to  Secretary  Sabgent. 

Ctscisxati,  ^September  C,  1796. 
Sir.-— In  my  letter  of  the  28th  August,  I  informed  you  that  I 
purposed  to  proceed  to  Detroit  as  sotiu  as  it  should  be  in  my  power, 
and  this  day  was  fixed  for  tlie  commencement  of  my  journey.  I 
have  since  heard  by  accident  that  you  were  gone  to  Michilimackinac, 
from  which  place  it  is  most  probable  you  could  not  be  returned  by 
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the  ticue  I  shuulii  have  arrivml  at  the  Detruit;  nor  jtrobably  n-itbiB  . 
aii  the  lime  I  would  pot^ibly  stay  there;  that  coueldpretion  aa  ncU, 
ami  that  my  reacliing  Pittsburgh  hy  that  mute  in  (iue  time  might  ■ 
be  something  pa'carioUB,  has  induced  mc  to  change  luy  purpose. 

In  about  ten  days  I  shall  leave  Ciuclnnati  for  Muskingum,  and  * 
go  i'rom  tlience  in  season  to  be  at  Pittsburgh  on  the  24th  of  Octiilier.   < 

1  could  have  wished  that  the  records  of  the  Territory  had  heea 
left  in  some  manner  or  other  that  I  could  have  had  access  to  them. 

It  haa  been  inconvenient  that  they  have  not  beeu  ?o  left,  and  I 
can  not  couceivc  that  you  have  had  them  transported  to  I>etroit. 


Go^'ERNOK  St.  Clair  to  Oltvek  Wolcott. 

CtSC-INNATI,  Au^nlSO.  1796. 

Sir; — I  have  to  acknowledge  tho  receipt  of  the  letter  you  did  me- 
the  houor  la  write  on  tho  liJth  instant,  with  copies  of  two  advertise-  -i 
mcnls  respecting  the  ealo  of  the  landa  in  the  Seven  Ranges  inclosed. 
Th'jse  I  shall  make  as  jiuMtc  as  jkhfHiIc;  hut  a^  yn  have  taken 
measures  for  this  being  publi^'hed  in  the  newsjiapcr  printed  at  thia 
place,  the  only  one  published  in  the  Territory,  and  which  has  a 
pretty  gcnenil  circnlalion,  the  notice  will  Iw  spread  as  much  as  it  is 
ciiiMible  of  «itliin  Iho  litue  ai.i»>iiite<l  for  the  sales. 

It  is  iiio>t  prohuiilc  (hat  I  will  atlcnd  riltsbnrfrh,  if  my  health, 
which  is  viTv  much  Iniproveil,  will  iillnw  mc  to  make  the  journey, 
as  llic  prrsence  of  the  <  iovfruor  or  Secrelarv  at  the  sales  is  indis- 
jicnsable.  The  secretary  h  at  I>ct^^^i^.  Circumstances,  however, 
will  olili^'e  1110  to  take  my  route  that  way  ami  l>y  Presqne  Isle ;  but 
I  believe  it  can  Ih>  jierforuicd,  if  I  am  able  toperfiirm  it  at  all,  with- 
out (lanircr  i>f  arriving  Iihi  lale.  If  I  slioidd  not  be  able  to  proceed 
from  Di'lmit,  the  secretary  will  be  sent  forward. 


Viscount  JIalaktic  to  Go\'erxor  St.  Clair. 

JSKUWiEi>  srn  li;  Rhiv,  k  Icr  Sepi^vlbre,  1796. 
Moil  chcr  flnirial: — Jc  viens  cufiu  ilc  trouver  unc  occasion  de 
pouvoir  vous  i''iTire  sfiremcnt,  car  j'iL'nore  si  les  lettrea  que  jc  vous 
ai  ecritcs  (Icpuis  ipie  je  vous  ai  qiiitti',  vous  unnt  pnrvcnuoi',  n'ayant 
[MIS  cii  (Icpiii-:  cc  leiiiiis-la,  la  moimlrc  nouvcUe  d'.VaiOriiiue ;  quoiqiie 
je  vous  ni  hiitfsc  mon  adressc  cu  Trance,  jc  u'y  suis  paa  rentre ;  voua 
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saviez  que  mon  projet  ^toit  de  venir  me  joindre  avec  les  femigr^a 
Fran9ais  qui  etaient  a  Coblentz,  j*y  suis  effectivement  venu.  J*ai 
toujours  fait  la  guerre  depuis  ce  temps-la  dans  toutes  les  difierentes 
armces,  soit  Prussienne  ou  Autrichienne,  et  je  suis  maintenant  adjudant 
du  prince  de  Salm  qui  a  plusieurs  regiments  au  service  de  TAngleterre 
et  je  vais  aller  avec  lui  a  Tarraee  du  due  d'York,  j'ai  encore  eu  le 
malheur  d'etre  bless^  la  Campagne  derniiire,  jmr  un  boulet  de  ca- 
non, heureusement  je  m'en  suis  aussi  bien  tir6  que  les  autres,  quoique 
j*aie  6te  oblige  de  prendre  les  eaux  d*Aix  la  Chapelle,  pour  mon  bras 
qui  s'etait  reploie,  mais  qui  va  bien  maintenant. 

J'csp^re  que  vous  vous  etes  bien  porte,  et  que  ne  fesant  plus  la 
guerre,  votre  goutte  vous  aura  un  pen  abandonne ;  car  vous  me 
paraissicz  bien-resolu  a  laisser  reposer  votre  6p6e  pour  toujours  et 
vous  aviez  bien  raison,  surtout  dans  un  pays  comme  le  votre,  et 
pouvant  vivre  tout  a  votre  aise  sans  cela ;  quand  tout  le  monde  en 
aura  fait  autant  que  vous,  pour  sa  patrie  il  pourra  bien  aussi  so  re- 
poser,  j'iguore  absolunient  comment  le  general  Wainne  se  sera  tire 
de  la  campagne ;  les  gazoticrs  allcmands  ue  nous  parlent  que  de  ce 
qui  les  approche ;  le  Colonel  Sargent  sera  sans  doute  reste  avec 
Tarmee ;  je  suis  bien  iache,  Mon  cher  general,  d'avoir  quitte  TAmeri- 
que,  si  je  n'avais  suivi  que  mon  inclination,  je  serais  reste,  mais 
rhoniieur  et  mon  devoir  m'appelaient  avenger  le  meilleur  des  rois, 
j'y  ai  perdu  ma  fortune ;  la  guillotine  m'a  j)rive  d*une  grande  partie 
de  ma  faniillo,  le  reste  est  en  prison,  excepte  un  frere  et  une  socur,  qui 
s'est  sauveeavec  ses  enfants  de  la  prison,  laveillede  montera  Teclia- 
faud,  elle  est  sauvee  il  y  a  un  mois— mon  autre  soeur  n'a  pas  6t6  si 
heureuse  et  y  a  peri,  je  compte  attendre  encore  cette  campagne,  si 
au  printcmps  prochain  nos  affaires  ne  tournent  pas  micux,  je  vais 
avec  mon  frere  et  ma  soeur  en  Amerique,  nous  tacherons  de  rassem- 
bler  le  pcu  d'argent  que  nous  avons  j)U  sauvcr,  et  nous  irons  nous 
etablir  dans  TintiVieur  des  terres  pour  y  etre  a  meilleur  marche,  si 
je  ne  puis  pas  bien  retirer  de  France,  j'irai  implorer  votre  protection 
et  tacher  d'avoir  une  place  au  navire,  d'apr^s  les  boutes  que 
vous  avez  cues  pour  moi  j'esp^re  que  vous  ne  me  refuserez  pas  votre 
appui  vous  qui  m'avez  traite  comme  votre  fils.  Notre  position  est  bien 
malheureuse :  chasso  de  chez  soi,  parceque  on  a  6te  fidMe  a  son  roi,  et 
etre  reduit  a  la  plus  affreuse  des  miseres,  car  on  voit  des  families  cn- 
ti^res,  des  vieillards  reduits  prcsque  a  demander  leur  pain,  quelle  dif- 
ference de  votre  revolution  a  la  notre  ?  la  votre  etait  celle  de  la  jus- 
tice et  de  la  douceur ;  la  notre  ne  veut  s'etablir  que  sur  une  mer  de 
pang,  et  par  les  crimes  les  plus  atroces.  Votre  peuple  etait  ne  pour  etre 
Ubre,  il  fait  cherir  cette  liberte  qui  est  si  douce  dans  vos  climats  et 
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t]ui  pruttgc  ]c  fuible  commo  1i?  fort ;  aii  lieu  q<ic  Ic  FrauQais  au  con- 
tmire,  ue  semblc  fait  que  ymut  obeir;  ils  rculeut  tous  eLre  libree  et 
soita  le  voile  de  riiypocrieie  cache  leur  euvie  de  aubjuguer;  vou3  lea 
voyez  tour  a  tuur  s'filever  comme  lea  empereura  romaius,  et  finir 
par  I'lvhafaud ;  il^  g'entregorgent  mutuellcment  chacun  voulant  avoir 
Hon  pouvoir,  plus  j'y  pense,  cher  gL-ofcral,  plus  mun  pays  me  fait 
horreur,  non  il  ii'y  a  quo  votro  pays  tt  habiUr.  Toute  I'Europe  va 
Bubir  la  menic  revolution,  auasi  j'attenciB  avec  impatience  I'auQ^ 
procbaioe  pour  prendre  mon  parti;  je  di-sirera  ia  bien  que  voua 
m'C'crivicz  ei  lea  Fran^aia  sont  touji^iirs  bleu  traiti-s  ct  ei  U  y  gd  a 
beaucoup;  nun  p'jur  moi,  car  je  croia  que  voa  compatrlotea  ue  mo 
mettront  paa  a  la  porte,  maia  pour  ma  famille  qui  y  viendra  ei'ire- 
meat  avec  moijeu'ai  pas  puremettre  voire  lettre  AM.  de  Lafayette, 
il  6tait  dtjii  eufermfi. 

J'esp6reqiiG  votre  fiunillc  jouit  toujours  d'une  bonueaantS;  rap- 
pelez-moi,  je  voua  prie,  i  leur  souvenir  ^Kirticuli^rement  a  M'lles 
Louisa  et  Jeuny  ct  A  voire  fila  cadet. 

Je  recommaude  a  voire  bouti,  mon  general,  le  comte  de  Sarceauz 
qui  voua  remettra  ma  lettre ;  c'est  un  nucien  ofEcier  qui  va  fi'etabljr 
avec  tonte  sa  famille  en  Ammqdc  ;  je  suis  ii'rt  Hi'  avcc  la  famille,  il 
est  encore  inducia  aur  Total  auquel  il  donnera  la  preference  ayast 
ppu  d'argent  il  s'eufomeera,  jc  crois,  dans  I'interienr  du  pays  pouf 
at'iictcr  ;i  uieilleur  Ci>niptc. 

Qu'estdcvcuu  Galliopulii',  jccraiusquc  les  Indienanelea  troublent 
beaucoup,  siius  cola  ce  scrait  uu  asilc  pour  moi,  si  voua  avez  occaaion 
de  voir  le  (.■olimel  .Sargent  ct  Deuvrf  iic  m'oubiicz  pas  aupr^s  d'eux. 

Adieu,  mon  clicr  gi-nCTal,  contiuuoz-moi  voire  amitie  et  soiez 
persuado  dc  tou8  lea  sentiments  avec  lesqiicls  je  suis  voire  trfis-hum- 
bie  ct  tri's-olioisi'ant  sorviteur, 

Hypolite  de  Malartic' 

'  Following  ii  tlio  truiisktion  ,tt  lli..  iib.ivi; : 


Nbi  wiKtJ  OS  TUB  Rhine,  Si-pit:ii>!icr  1,  1796. 
.1/;/  dear  G'nrrnl: — I  liiivu,  ut  liirt.  found  nn  ppportunily  of  writing  to 
■I.U  with  terlaiiity,  for  1  d;  not  know  tlmt  tliu  letters  wbitli  I  have  written 
u  y.m  since  I  left  have  reiu'lii'd  yi.ii.  not  h.iving  JLnd.  since  thiit  time,  the 
liglitcit  news  from  America.  Altlnm-h  I  left  joii  my  oddresa  in  France,  I 
iiivo  not  relurli  d  there.  You  knew  tliiit  my  project  whb  to  join  the  French 
migrants  who  ueru  at  Coblcnts.  I  went  tlierc.  in  fact.  Since  thHt  time  I 
lavu  been  serving  in  all  the  different  armies,  Prnsiiiin  or  Austrian,  and  I 
ml  now  adjutant  of  tbe  Prince  do  Sulm,  who  has  Govcral  regimenla  in  tba 
ervice  of  England;  and  I  am  going  with  him  to  the  army  of  the  Duke  of 


I 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  James  Ross. 

Pittsburgh,  Sejpt  6,  1796. 
Dear  Sir : — On  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I  found  that  the  sec^ 

Tork.  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  wounded  in  the  last  campaign  hy  a  can- 
non-ball. Happily  I  have  escaped  as  well  as  others,  although  I  have  been 
obliged  to  take  the  waters  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  for  my  arm,  which  was  strained, 
but  which  is  cured  now. 

I  hope  that  you  are  well,  and  that,  since  you  are  no  longer  in  the  army, 
your  gout  has  left  you;  for  you  appeared  to  me  fully  resolved  to  let  your 
sword  repose  forever;  and  you  were  quite  right,  especially  in  a  country  like 
yours,  where  you  are  able  to  live  entirely  at  your  ease  without  yuur  profes- 
sion. When  any  one  has  done  us  much  for  his  country  as  you  have,  he  may 
well  repose. 

I  am  absolutely  ignorant  how  General  Wayne  withdrew  from  the  cam- 
paign ;  the  German  newspapers  speak  only  of  what  is  near  them.  Colonel 
Sargent  will  have,  without  doubt,  remained  with  the  army. 

I  am  very  sorry,  my  dear  General,  to  have  left  America.  If  I  had  fol- 
lowed only  my  inclination,  I  should  have  remained,  but  honor  and  duty 
called  me  to  avenge  the  best  of  kings.  I  have  lost  my  fortune;  the  guillo- 
tine has  deprived  mo  of  a  great  part  of  my  family;  the  rest  are  in  prisor, 
except  a  brother  and  a  sister,  who  escaped  with  her  children  from  the  prison 
the  evening  before  she  would  have  mounted  the  scafTold;  she  escaped  a 
month  ago.  Another  sister  was  not  so  happy,  and  perished  there.  I  intend 
to  wait  still  during  this  campaign  ;  if,  in  the  spring,  our  affairs  are  no  bet- 
ter, I  shall  go  with  my  brother  and  sister  to  America.  We  shall  try  to  col- 
lect together  the  little  money  that  we  have  been  able  to  save,  and  we  shall 
go  and  establish  ourselves  somewhere  in  the  interior  in  order  to  live  cheaper. 
If  I  am  not  able  to  leave  France,  I  shall  implore  your  protection,  and  try 
to  obtain  a  place  in  the  navy.  After  the  kindness  you  have  shown  me,  I 
hope  you  will  not  refuse  me  your  support,  you,  who  have  treated  me  like  a 
son.  Our  position  is  very  unfortunate;  chased  from  our  homes  because  we 
•have  been  faithful  to  our  king,  and  reduced  to  the  most  frightful  poverty; 
for  you  may  see  whole  families — old  men,  reduced  almost  to  beg  their 
bread.  What  a  difference  between  your  revolution  and  ours!  Yours  was 
that  of  justice  and  mercy,  ours  established  itself  only  upon  a  sea  of  blood, 
and  through  the  most  atrocious  crimes.  Your  people  were  born  to  bo  free; 
they  cherished  that  liberty  which  is  so  sweet  in  your  clime,  and  which  pro- 
tects the  feeble  as  well  as  the  strong;  whereas  the  French,  on  the  contrary', 
seem  made  only  to  obey.  They  all  wish  to  be  free,  and,  under  the  veil  of 
hypocrisy,  they  hide  their  desire  to  dommeer.  You  see  them  rise  by  turns, 
like  the  Roman  emperors,  and  finish  on  the  scaffold.  They  cut  each  other's 
throats — each  struggling  for  power.  The  more  I  reflect,  my  dear  General, 
the  more  my  country  inspires  horror — yours  is  the  only  country  in  which  to 
live.  All  Europe  is  about  to  suffer  a  similar  revolution,  and  for  this  reason 
I  await  with  impatience  the  next  year  to  carry  out  my  plan.  I  am  very 
anxious  that  you  should  write  to  me  if  the  French  are  always  well  treated 
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rvtary  Iiiid  thought  fit  to  acoumiauiy  Goncnil  'Whvdo  lu  Dotroit, 
and  I  hiive  staca  learned,  though  nut  from  himself,  that  ho  bae 
laid  out  the  cuuDtry  thereabouts  into  a  (Hiunly,  aiid  appointed  the 
officcra,  amoug  nhom  is  Mr.  Audriun,  pnithonotary.  That  circam- 
stance  has  given  me  eatiafaction,  though  I  lun  displeased  at  all  tiw 
procetnliugs  gtuerally,  for  it  was  not  my  iut«atioii  to  have  movt-d  in 
the  business  uutil  I  had  reeeived  the  diri;i' lions  of  the  Presideul, 
which  I  had  reason  to  expect ;  and  twti  Ooveruors  at  one  and  the 
same  time  iu  the  same  coiiulry  (and  pcrluiiw  eountcracting  each 
other)  must  impress  the  new  eubjects  nnfavonibly.  with  respect  to  the 
govemmeut  they  have  £ilk-n  under.  Pome  espedienl,  hfiwever, 
might  have  been  found  to  render  tlie  impropriety  less  striking  had 
I  gone  to  Detroit,  but  the  secretary  having  lately  gone  lo  MJchil- 
iuiackinac,  my  meeting  him  there  in  the  little  time  I  could  possibly 
stay  there,  was  very  uncertain ;  and,  as  the  being  able  to  reach  Pitts- 
burgh in  pro|)er  time  for  the  sales  of  the  public  laud  would  be  ren- 
dered precarious,  1  have  for  the  present  jwst^juned  a  visit  to  that 
new  country.  The  journey  from  hence  is  far  from  being  so  easy 
as  I  had  imagined,  neither  can  it  be  performed  as  a  journey  hy  land 
in  a  short  time.  Considerable  rivoro  must  be  jMi.'ised,  nbcrc  there 
arc  neilher  inhabitants  nor  boats,  and  both  delay  and  uncertainty 
attend  taking  the  water  at  the  fiiot  of  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami, 

with  voii.  aiiii  if  there  iiro  msny  of  them ;  not  for  mysolf,  for  I  believe  that 
joiir  .■MiiiHr.Miu'ii  will  luU  shmv  ino  (he  d.Hir.  hut  for  mj  family,  who  will 
fcrtiiirilv  .oiiie  with  iiif.  I  hiivc  not  been  iible  to  send  your  letter  to  M.  de 
Lufu.velti' — he  w:n  iilroiiily  ill  prison. 

r  h..pe  iliiit  joiir  riiiiiily  ,ill  i-iijoy  goivd  he.iltli.  HpchII  ma  to  their  re- 
in em  ln-;iiii,-o,  I  bi-gof  yi.ii.  piLrtk'uliirly  to  Miss  Louisii  und  Jenny,  and  to 

I  rccomiuend  to  j-oiir  kiiidiius?,  my  Generiil,  the  Count  de  Sarceaui,  who 
wiil  liiiiid  you  my  lettor;  bo  is  iiii  ufBeer  of  the  old  army,  who  intends  to 
.■^liiblUb  hiiiisolf  with  nil  liis  fiiniily  in  America.  I  am  very  intimate  with 
the  riiniily.  llu  is  as  yet  iindi'vided  on  thu  position  to  vt\t\c\\  he  will  give  the 
prefi-rcncii.  Having  litllc  money,  lie  will,  I  believe,  bury  himself  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  in  order  to  buy  bind  cheiiper.  What  has  become  of 
Gnllipolis?  I  am  afraid  (hat  the  Indians  trouble  them  muL'h ;  were  it  not 
for  lliis.  it  would  l-e  nn  nsyUim  for  me.  If  you  see  Colonel  Sargent  and 
Denny,  ilo  not  forget  lo  speak  of  mo  to  thorn. 

Adirni,  my  'Ic'iir  Cf^ierat,  continue  your  fricndsliip  for  me,  and  be  per 
suadm  of  nil  Uio  sciitiiiirnt,,  wUh  wliidi  I  iim 

Your  very  humble  ana 

very  obedient  servant. 


AMI 
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I  have  written  to  Greneral  Wilkinson,  and  inclosed  your  letter  to 
him,  and  that  for  Mr.  Audrian,  and  given  him  some  hints  about 
the  business  we  talked  of,  and  requested  him  to  write  to  me  at 
Pittsburgh. 

Conollj  has  left  the  country,  after  making,  it  is  said,  an  accurate 
survey  of  the  Ohio  and  sounding  its  depth  in  a  number  of  places. 
He  was  stopped  at  Massic,  and  his  papers  examined  by  the  com- 
manding officer.  Another  matter  has  happened  that  will,  I  suppose, 
make  some  noise.  A  certain  Mr.  Powers  was  met,  as  he  was  as- 
cending the  Ohio,  by  an  officer,  who,  it  is  said,  was  imprudent 
enough  to  tell  him  he  was  sent  for  the  express  purpose  by  General 
Wayne,  lie  stopped  him,  broke  open  all  his  letters,  examined  them 
and  his  other  papers,  and  took  away  with  him  such  as  he  thought 
proper.  A  formal  complaint  has  been  made  to  the  Spanish  Consul 
in  Kentucky,  and  an  express  sent  to  the  ambassador  at  Philadelphia. 
Powers,  who  has  resided  a  considerable  time  in  Louisiana,  but  passes 
frequently  into  Kentucky,  soon  after  came  here,  I  supposed,  to  make 
complaint  to  me,  ])ut,  after  staying  two  days,  during  which  he  was 
for  the  greatest  part  in  close  conversation  with  Mr.  De  Volney,  who 
is  on  his  way  to  Detroit,  he  set  off  without  having  called  upon 
me.  I  have  learned  that  he  has  been  informed  that  Mr.  Bracken- 
ridge  has  six)ken  of  him  as  a  spy,  and  threatens  vengeance.  I  wish 
that  the  General  had  been  as  close  in  some  things  as  I  believe  he 
ought  to  have  been.  I  have  heard  that  he  opened  himself  too 
much  to  jVIajor  Morrison,  who  has  spjken  of  it. 

Kentucky  is  quiet,  at  present,  as  far  as  I  can  hear,  and  the  object 
of  the  mysterious  correspjndence  that  has  l)een  carried  on  from  that 
country  to  New  Orleans  is  said  to  have  been  a  land  speculation  of 
some  individuals  who  were,  in  return,  to  introduce  a  number  of  peo- 
ple as  citizens.^ 

Be  so  obliging  as  to  present  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Ross. 


General  St.  Clair  to  Robert  Buntin. 

CixciNNATi,  Sept  19,  1796. 
Dear  Sir : —     .     .     .     As  to  t lie  donation  of  four  hundred  acres, 
for  which  lands  had  not  been  laid  out,  you  have  a  list  of  the  per- 
sons entitled  to  them  inclosed,  and  you  will  please  to  lay  off  a  suf- 
ficient tract,  adjoining  that  formerly  surveyed,  and  distribute  it 

*  For  an  account  of  these  intrigues,  see  Vol.  I.,  ch.  viii. 
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amoug  them  by  lot,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congreas,  and 
make  return  thereof  to  the  Hurveyor's  office.  The  donatioDa  of  ime 
hundred  aoreH  each  for  the  mtlitUi,  ought,  likewise,  to  be  hiid  nffliko 
the  other,  in  a  tract,  tuid  rou  nill  find  out  a  jAui't  pn)|)er  for  tbftt 
also,  and  which  will  as  little  as  possible  iul«rfent  with  the  settle- 
meot  and  sale  of  the  country,  and  distribute  them  in  the  same  man- 
ner by  lot,  with  the  eiceptiou  that,  if  any  of  the  persons  cntitJeil 
Ui  them  have  made  actual  improvements  and  are  entitled  to  land 
in  any  other  way,  their  hundred  acres  may  be  surveyed  for  them  in 
such  niniiner  as  to  cover  and  include  their  improvements ;  but  bo 
pleased  to  observe  it  must  \n-  actual  improvement,  not  the  marking 
or  de8<lenin)r  a  few  trtws,  or  throwing  a  few  logs  together  in  form  of 
a  cabin,  which  are  very  commonly  called  improvementa ;  in  which 
way  two  or  three  persons,  in  a  single  week,  would  cover  a  large 
traot  of  country.  A  list  of  those  persons  entitleil  is  Itkewiw  in- 
closed. I  ought  to  have  aent  you  warranto  for  the  old  claims,  but 
at  present  it  ia  impossible,  for  I  can  not  get  the  records.  You  may, 
however,  take  this  for  a  guide :  when  any  of  the  claimants  apply 
for  surveys  to  be  made,  lay  them  out  according  ta  their  concessinna, 
whether  from  the  officers  that  have  formerly  commanded  al  St. 
Vincennos,  or  from  the  court,  for  all  those  will  stand. 

When  I  mcile  the  ajipointmenta  of  laat  year,  not  having  the  laws 
with  me,  no  Iwrnds  were  liikcn  from  some  who  are  required  to  give 
them.  TJicrc  iirc  two  that  you  hold— the  recorder  and  the  treas- 
urer. I  h:ivc  iiiL'Iiwd  ))liink  Iwmds,  whidi  you  will  please  have 
filled  up,  with  two  sureties  executed,  and  file  them  in  the  protho- 
notary's  offiec  ;  tlie  treasurer's  bond  to  remain  there,  and  there- 
conier's  to  be  sent  to  the  seirrelury's  oflice  by  the  first  certain  op- 
[>ort.unity,  and  I  wish  you  to  transmit,  as  s<Hm  as  you  can,  a  list  ol^ 
the  memiRT!-  of  llie  court  of  quarter  sessions  and  common  pWf 
for  I  have  mislaid  my  nu-imirandiim  of  them.  You  will  also  fiwi 
herein  a  cimimission  tor  clerk  of  ihe  district  court. 

It  was  niy  intention  to  liavo  visited  yoiir  country  this  fall,  butstn 
prevented  from  executing  it  by  an  order  to  superintend  the  sale  of 
the  lands  iu  the  river  ranges,  at  Pittsburgh,  on  the  24th  of  neit 
month,  and  to-morrow  I  set  out  for  that  place. 

I  hope  you  and  Mrs.  Buntin  keep  in  goo<l  health  tbia  season,  ao" 
I  request  you  to  make  my  best  rc8}>ect!i  to  her. 


ie.mmaimmt^mns9 
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KuFus  Putnam  to  Thomas  Worthington. 

Marietta,  December  l8f,  1796. 
Sir: — ^Your  favor  of  the  15th  ult.  is  before  me.  I  have  accepted 
the  appointment  of  Surveyor-General,  but  the  arrangements  for  ex- 
ecuting the  surveys  are  not  yet  made,  nor  will  any  deputies  be  ap- 
pointed until  I  receive  an  answer  to  my  letter  written  about  a  month 
ago  to  the  Secretary  of  State ;  but,  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  able  to  de- 
termine the  number  of  surveyors  that  will  be  necessary,  you  shall 
hear  from  me  again,  and,  as  you  have  been  early  recommended  to 
me  by  a  gentleman  of  Virginia  on  whose  recommendation  I  can 
rely,  it  is  unnecessary  for  you  to  trouble  yourself  further  on  that 
account.* 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Secretary  Sargent. 

Pittsburgh,  Decembei-  Id,  1796. 
Dear  Sir: — On  the  24th  of  last  month  I  received,  bv  General 
Wilkinson,  the  two  letters  you  sent  me,  one  of  the  20th  and  the 
other  of  the  30th  of  September.  I  should  have  replied  to  them 
earlier  if  I  had  been  well  able,  but,  having  been  stricken  with  gout 
as  I  was  ascending  the  river,  which  increased  to  the  most  violent 
fit  I  have  ever  had — was  obliged  to  attend  to  the  public  business 
notwithstanding — it  was  impracticable.  It  is  not  easy  for  me  to 
express  the  surprise  those  letters  excited,  when  I  found  the  intention 
of  mine  had  been  so  much  misunderstood  by  you.  I  have  since 
looked  carefully  over  the  rough  copies  of  them,  and  can  not  help 
thinking  it  would  require  much  ingenuity  to  derive  from  them  either 
censure  or  reprimand,  or  the  intention  of  either.  Over  your  ac- 
tions as  the  official  representative  of  the  Governor  I  have  certainly 
no  control,  to  censure  or  reprimand ;  I  know  I  have  no  right,  and  I 
feel  that  I  have  no  inclination.  There  are  few  transactions,  in 
either  public  or  private  life,  that  are  not  seen  by  different  persons 
in  different  points  of  view,  and,  of  course,  different  opinions  will  be 
formed  of  them.  If  I  hold  an  opinion  different  from  you  on  any 
public  measure,  may  not  that  opinion  be  expressed  without  heing 
construed  into  either  censure  or  rej)rimand  ?  If  it  can  not,  there 
must  be  an  absolute  end  to  all  communication   upon  them.     I  can 


^In  February,  1798,  Mr.  Worthington  was  given  a  contract  to  survey  a 
district  between  the  Ohio  Company's  purchase  and  the  Scioto.  The  letter 
ifi  from  the  Worthington  Papers. 
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assure  you  that,  wlieii  you  have  cxprcBSod  a  different  (if  opiniou 
from  nie,  it  has  ever  lieen  rewived  with  rompIac^Dcy.  That  I  did 
uot  huld  au  opiuiun  diftereiit  from  jou  on  the  propriety  of  extenil- 
ing  the  governmeot  of  the  Territory  to  the  parla  relinquished  by  tlui 
Britixh,  ut  the  lime  it  wiiH  dnue,  ix  now  certnin;  bat,  if  that  opinion 
tviis  expressed  in  an  offensive  manner,  I  do  nut  kuow  how  to  ex- 
press raysflf  InofTeugivi'ly.  "  Hhouhl  the  object  <if  the  joiiroeT  be 
of  H  public  nature,  I  hiivo  to  wish  that  it  had  not  been  undertaken, 
for  tivniorrow  I  shall  bo  in  the  Territory,  and  then  the  [wvcers  of 
the  Governor,  which  devolve  li|Joii  the  isefret«ry  in  hiit  atwcnce, 
will  fall  Ut  me.  Yet  it  may  hapjieu  that  IhiIIi  you  anil  I  are  dia- 
cliarging  the  fuuctious  of  that  ofUce  at  the  Mtme  time,  and,  of  courw, 
liie  aL'ts  of  one  must  be  void.  I  thiuk  it  fartbur  uiiinrtunafe,  as  no 
order  had  been  received,  ut  least  by  me,  to  extend  the  civil  autho^ 
ity  to  those  quarters,  and,  I  should  suppose,  yon  are  not  nninibrnied 
that  Congress,  at  the  last  eeasiou,  made  no  provision  for  extending 
it,  although  the  President  recommended  it  in  a  special  message. " 
They  appeared  to  me  to  Iw  strong  reasons.  I  still  think  bo,  and 
there  were  others  that  might  have  suggested  themselvet^ ;  and,  bad 
I  Iwen  upon  the  spot,  neither  the  SDHoilutlnDs  nf  the  pcuple  nor  lie 
applications  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army,  however  lu^ 
gent  they  might  liave  l)een,  would  have  Induced  me  to  have  done  it 
without  tlic  iufilrudions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I 
am  not,  howcvur,  so  woddud  to  thi>?^e  npiniims  as  to  say  that  I  niaj 
not  be  wrong  in  tlie  case.  As  it  is,  we  must  make  the  best  of  it, 
and  yon  write  me,  when  most  convenient,  every  suggestion  to  treat 
any  irregularities  that  mtisi  necessarily  have  taken  place  from  the 
function.s  of  the  chief  magistrate  having  l>een  i«rformed  by  both 
at  the  same  time. 

From  the  miuiiior  in  which  y<iu  use  the  words  Records  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, in  sundry  parts  of  yuir  letters,  and  ]>articularly  in  the  third 
jHimgrajih  of  that  of  the  30th  1^'ptember,  I  am  led  to  believe  tbej 
do  not  convey  precisely  tlie  same  meaning  to  you  and  me.  Tbe 
record  of  the  official  trnusnctions  of  the  Governor,  which  you  we 
l«mnd  to  rejiort  to  C'ougress,  la  one  thing,  and  may  be  kept  by  i'"" 
in  whalever  manner  you  think  pro[)er,  yet  still  so  as  that  the  Gov- 
ernor may  Iiave  access  to  them,  fur  he  necessarily  must  have  occasiu" 
frequently  to  recur  to  them.  But  the  records  of  the  Territory  are, 
in  my  mind,  quite  another  thing,  and  some  of  them  of  n  natui* 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  ought  to  have  access  to  »' 
seasonable  times,  and  for  reasonable  fees.  They  ought  not  to  be 
transported  from  place  U>  place,  nor  locked  up,  but  constantly  kept 
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at  the  seat  of  government,  wherever  that  may  be,  and  to  which  all 
persons  having  business  of  that  nature  must  resort.  Such,  are  the 
original  laws  ;  the  decisions  on  claims  to  lands ;  the  returns  of  sur- 
veys, and  some  others.  No  place  has,  indeed,  been  fixed  by  public 
authority  as  the  seat  of  government,  but  it  has  obtained,  in  some 
measure,  at  Cincinnati,  and  I  pray  you  to  reflect  whether  it  was  not 
more  from  a  wish  to  your  accommodation  than  any  other  motive 
that  it  was  suffered  to  be  so  considered,  and  that  you  were  permitted 
to  keep  the  records  there.  The  place  was  always  disagreeable  to 
me,  and  I  would  have  given  the  preference  by  much  to  Marietta, 
could  it  have  been  done  without,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  very  sensibly 
affecting  your  interest. 

As  to  the  public  seal,  I  think  it  well  with  the  secretary  while  he 
is  acting  as  secretary  ;  when  he  is  acting  as  Governor  it  might  be 
well  to  commit  it  to  some  other  person.  The  use  of  it  by  him  has 
been  generally,  if  not  universally  authorized,  as  I  believe  it  always 
ought  to  Ixi,  by  a  warrant  from  the  Governor.  The  secretary  of 
the  Territory  is  not  ex  officio  keeper  of  the  seal,  and,  on  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  government  it  might  have  been  committed  to  another 
person,  for  the  Governor  always  had  the  power  to  appoint  a  keeper 
of  the  seal,  but  many  rea.^on.s  concurred  in  pointing  to  you  as  the 
proper  person.  These  reas(ms  have  still  all  their  weight,  and  I  trust 
you  will  never  find  in  me  the  most  distant  inclination,  if  I  can  not 
add  to  your  emoluments,  to  diminish  them.  That  I  expected  the 
seal  might  have  been  left,  was,  the  certainty  I  presumed  you  must 
have  had  that  when  I  did  arrive  I  might  have  occasion  for  it,  and 
that,  if  any  thing  had  happened  to  prevent  my  arrival  in  the  Territory 
alt^)gether,  you  would  have  been  advised  of  it.  No  part  of  the  delay 
was  occasioned  by  a  fall  from  my  horse,  for  no  such  thing  hap{)ened ; 
but,  on  my  way  out,  I  was  seized  with  a  fever  at  Greensburg, 
where  I  lay  ten  days  before  I  could  l)e  removed  to  my  house ;  that 
was  followed  by  a  total  loss  of  aj)i>etite,  and  so  great  a  debility  from 
sickness  that,  for  a  long  time,  I  was  not  able  to  walk  across  mv 
room.  My  late  fit  of  the  gout,  from  which  I  am  nearly  recovered, 
has  set  things  right  again  for  a  while,  and  I  am  now  in  better  health 
than  I  have  enjoyed  for  some  years. 

The  embarrassments  you  have  met  with  from  the  notice  of  some 
individuals  and  the  ignorance  of  our  courts  and  juries,  I  am  per- 
suaded myself,  I  need  tell  you,  have  given  me,  at  different  times,  a 
great  deal  of  uneasiness,  nor  that  I  have  always  thought  it  my  duty 
to  check  the  spirit  that  produced  them  as  far  as  I  consistently  could. 
The  indictments  you  speak  of  have,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  been  all 
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removed  into  ihe  Supreme  Court,  utid  llic  pniiwr  orders  for  ihi-ir 
being  dismissed  shall  l>e  given  bcforo  uiiothcr  time.  To  ihia  I  am 
prunipted  by  a  sense  wf  duty.  At  the  sBine  time,  I  am  con&cioiia 
that  tlie  feelings  of  friendship  toward  you  have  never  been  «u|). 
pressed  in  my  brea»t;  liut  if.  where  therv  happens  to  lie  a  dtflerence 
of  opinion  there  must  U-  no  interchange  of  seittimente,  or  if  the  ex- 
pressing that  difference  must  be  couHtnicd  iuti)  (-ensure  tiud  repri- 
mand, I  do  not  underetand  what  frieniLdii]!  is,  nor  do  I  believe  it 
can  King  aiirvive  under  such  m>tr!eti»iiif.  It  may  be  that  I  have 
misread  the  letter  you  mention ;  I  have  it  not  here,  and,  therefore, 
can  not  say  how  it  ia.  You  must  have  certainly  misread  mine  wheu 
you  6Uppo§cd  I  had  Mtid  the  paiiere  which  were  to  tie  n  pari  of  your 
report  were  due  only  "  three  weeks."  My  wonis  an-,  "  I  received 
the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  miaic  time  ago,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  appointments,  and  other  publie  tmnsactinns,  which  ought 
to  have  beeu  reported  by  you.  about  thnx  weeks  past;  I  hav<'  it  not 
at  hand  at  this  time  and  Uie  date  has  escaped  me,"  In  uiv  copy  the 
wordfi  from  "on  the  subject,"  etc,  to  "reported  by  you,"  jir«  in* 
eluded  in  a  parentheaU;  whether  they  arc  so  or  not  in  the  original 
I  can  not  say,  hut  without  the  [mrenlhesis  the  ihn'o  weeks  evidcutlv, 
in  my  opinion,  refer  to  time  of  receiving  your  letter,  and  not  to  that 
when  the  comniunieutions  were  due,  and  were  certainly  so  intended; 
anil  a  sui).*eiiueiil  part,  which  ol)serves  ihut  I  would  fondlj-  hope  no 
blame  ran  lUIui-h  to  ymi,  whiitcvi^r  rimy  !«  the  case  a:^  to  me,  "  for 
they  are  yet  to  lii'  tiled  in  ynur  ■ifficc,  and  vour  re]X)rt  may  be  made 
ay  t.i  show  the  precise  time  they  Ciuiie  tn  your  hands,"  seem  to  me  to 
mark  [ilainly  that  it  wa;-  the  receipt  of  the  letter  was  mentioned, 
and  the  lui.ri'  sn  as,  a  lilth'  h.wer  d<.wu,  I  take  notice  of  my  having 
failed  in  my  ]>nniiisc  to  ]>ut  ibeni  into  your  hands  in  Philadelphia. 
I  mn:^l  be  excused,  sir,  fnini  nuikiu'r  iiuy  application  to  the  General 
Government  on  ilic  su!>Jcct  of  any  <'.illision  that  either  has  hap 
jiened  or  may  happen  from  the  ex<'rcire  iif  the  functions  of  the  Gov- 
ernor by  the  secii-tary  in  hi.s  aiisciicc.  It  wa?"  on  my  representation 
as  the  law  reiiuired  his  absence  oceasiomilly.  that  liis  [lowers 
then  devolved  ujion  the  secretary;  and  I  think  nothing  more  is 
nei-essary  towards  the  execution  of  tlicni  with  ease,  and  without  the 
least  clashing,  than  a  pmpcr  uiirhT^liniding  between  him  and  the 
Govermir.  Neither  do  I  sec  how  dilicivnt  measures  to  jirevent  it 
could  lie  taken  by  llic  Guveriinicnt,  nor  indeed  bow  it  can  be  effected 
at  all  bat  in  the  manner  I  have  Just  mentioned.  It  was,  perhaps,  a 
negligence  in  me  tiial  it  has  not  taken  jilaee  heretofore. 

If  the  ■Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sent  his  mandate  for  you  to  at- 
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tend  the  sales  at  Pittsburgh,  it  was  improper  in  him,  supposing  he 
had  the  right  to  direct  in  the  case,  which  he  certainly  had  not,  to 
write  to  me  in  the  manner  he  did.  His  words,  as  well  as  I  recollect 
them,  are:  **  It  is  submitted  to  you  whether  you  will  attend  the 
sales  at  Pittsburgh  or  send  forward  the  secretary,"  but  that  sub- 
mission I  conceive  to  be  derived  from  the  law,  not  the  pleasure  of 
the  Secretary. 

I  thank  you  for  the  compliments  you  pay  to  my  judgment.  I 
can  truly  say  that  I  have  endeavored  to  deserve  it,  and  I  take  them 
in  very  good  faith,  even  if  there  should  be  a  little  irony  in  them ; 
for,as  I  sometimes  take  the  liberty  to  laugh  a  little  in  my  sleeve  at 
other  people,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  same  liberty  should  not  be 
taken  with  me.  For  your  sympathy  I  am  very  much  obliged.  The 
events  were  truly  unfortunate,  and  of  a  most  distressing  nature. 
Time  will  wear  off  the  edge,  and  I  have  learned  resignation  to  the 
will  of  that  Being  who  orders  every  thing  for  the  best. 


Some  Considerations  as  to  the  Dangers  that  Beset  the 
Western  Territory,  and  now  it  may  be  Preserved  as  an 
Important  Part  of  the  Union. 

The  Western  Territory  is  an  important  appendage  to  the  United 
States.  The  fertile  soil  and  temperate  climate  seem  to  point  it  out 
as  the  place  to  which  the  emigrants  from  the  Atlantic  States  will 
be  directed.  The  foundation  of  a  vast  accession  of  strength  to  the 
United  States  may  be  laid  in  that  country  if  advantage  is  taken 
of  the  favorable  circumstances  of  nature,  and  such  provisions  are 
made  by  Government  as  will  not  only  invite  hardy  citizens  to  the 
Territory,  but  attach  them  to  the  Union.  The  growth  of  this  coun- 
try is  likely  to  be  astonishingly  rapid  for  some  time,  but  in  view  of 
the  great  disadvantages,  having  their  origin  in  the  mistaken  opinions 
of  Congress  as  to  the  relation  of  the  public  domain  to  the  National 
debt,  and  to  the  insidious  efforts  of  foreign  powers  lying  contiguous, 
it  is  problematical  whether  that  growth  may  be  ultimately  advan- 
tageous. 

They  (that  is,  the  districts  of  the  North-western  Territory  and 
Kentucky)  will,  in  time,  have  interests  different  from  the  Atlantic 
States.  Many  of  their  productions  will  be  the  same,  and  a  kind  of 
rivalry  will  take  place.  With  the  English  settlements  on  one  side 
and  the  Spanish  on  the  other,  they  will  be  exposed  to  the  machina- 
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tiouE  of  both,  and  paxtiBane,  perhajw,  pennoners  of  Ik>i1i  will  1m;  « 
tied  among  llieni.  At  thv  greut  dietaiiee  tltcy  an;  n-niuvi'd  fra 
the-  scat  uf  the  Gouer&I  (tiivcniincul,  itr  tuflu^un'  wil 
felt,  and,  in  case  of  war  with  citlior  or  both  of  th(«e  nationn- 
eveut  that  may  not  be  very  dlsiant — tbev  might  tie  tempted  I 
sever  their  eouuectiuiM  with  the  imrent  States,  aiid  piil  thetuaelq 
under  the  protection  of  one  or  otlicr  of  them.  It  ie  not  to  b^l 
doahted  but  the  moet  alluring  hi>|it«  and  jirtiiuUos  would  be  held 
out  to  them — if  they  did  iiol  Itewime  dim  gem  its,  tiicy  wwuld  ot  least 
bo  very  troublesome  ncighlKTre.  It  \s  certain  that  the  British  have 
had  emis^arieti  among  the  inhabitsntH  of  Kentueky.  with  the  design,— 
it  wiiiild  Beem,  lu  induce  them  to  hoHlililies  against  the  RpaniardK;,j| 
It  is  said  aMrtictaucefVoniCaimdii  ban  been  pniraiBed  them.  InaDf 
trauHieliiinfl  of  that  nature,  howt-ver,  the  British  government  will 
nut  ap])ear,  and  should  u  rupture  \x:  hrouf^bt  abcjut  by  means  of  the 
western  i>eiiple,  between  R|«in  and  America,  it  is  most  probaUe 
that  au  alliauee  would  immediately  be  formed  between  Britain  and 
that  nation;  their  joint  force  would  he  exerted  against  Aiuerioa. 
8he  would  ])n.ibably  staud  cingle  in  the  eonIe»t,  for  it  could  not 
reasonably  be  exjwcleil  that  France  would  ehniige  nil  her  measures 
to  support  America  in  a  case  where  the  wrong  would  appear  tobeon 
her  part.  The  event  woulii  mtist  prol»ably  Iw  disai-lrons  for  America, 
and  tiring  misery  u]mn  tlif  lieiids  of  the  unfurlunatc  people  who  had 
lufii  the  diipis  of  tlii'ir  cruel  luni  interested  policy.  8piiin,  on  the 
other  liittid,  loriks  with  n  jealous  eye  on  the  rtijiid  gmwib  of  the 
wesliTji  eoinilry.  She  tri'iiihlcs  ilir  -Alexiei,.  wliieh,  from  the  rest- 
less dif]ii^si(iiin  and  ente^pl■i^iLlg  eliunieler  *<{  those  neighliorii,  is  not 
an  ill-liiunded  feiir.  Her  niinisler  has  attentively  marked  the  as- 
tonishing: trrowlh  of  Kcnlneky,  proliiihly  ■liseovered  that,  though  it 
forms,  at  present,  a  part  of  the  X'niled  States,  the  ligature  that 
binds  tliem  to;:ellier  is  weak,  an.i  the  authority  of  the  General  Gov- 
crnmeut  not  very  much  rejjunied.  It  is  certain  that  he  has  an  under- 
standing with  some  leu<ling  characters,  and  that  through  them  a 
desire  to  ihn.w  oil'  all  cimne.'lion  both  with  Virj^iuia  and  the 
Vnion  is  ciiltivaled,  and  the  private  interest  of  individuals  eomes 
iu  to  fortify  lliat  desii-e  from  the  indulgences  that  have  been  granted 
to  soiae  ti>  carry  the  prmlucttons  of  the  country  to  New  Orleans, 
anil  the  great  price  they  tluTe  receive  fur  them.  It  is  not  altogether 
improbable  tliat  llio.se  indulgences  may  have  had  their  rise  in  the 
avarice  of  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans,  uis.n  whom  there  ia  no 
check,  the  intendeney  iM'ing  now  in  the  same  person,  and  who 
abuses  the  r<-guhilions  of  the  8[Minisli  court  by  extending  the  advan- 


Correspondence^  Addresses^  Etc.  419 

tages  held  out  by  it  to  induce  the  settlement  of  West  Florida  to 
the  people  of  the  western  country  that  he  may  reap  a  part  of  the 
profit.  It  seems  to  be  the  expectation  of  that  court  that  the  country 
they  possess  upon  the  Mississippi  may  be  peopled  from  America. 
They  hold  out  temptations  that  will  succeed  with  many  who  have 
little  other  governing  principle  than  the  accumulation  of  wealth — 
a  thousand  acres  of  land  and  a  very  great  price  for  tobacco  and 
provisions.  Should  many  people  be  induced  to  remove  into  their 
territory,  they  would  soon  imbibe  the  Spanish  prejudices  and  be 
more  jealous  and  more  active  to  prevent  any  interference  in  their 
traffic  than  the  Spaniards  themselves,  and,  in  case  of  war,  much  more 
troublesome  neighbors.  The  envoy  of  Spain  is  also  at  work  to  di- 
vert the  emigration  from  the  Atlantic  States  to  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  he  has  met  with  a  very 
proper  agent  in  Mr.  Morgan,  who  possesses  a  very  great  degree  both 
of  activity  and  insinuation,  and  is  not  much  restrained  by  principle 
from  pursuing  what  promises  pecuniary  advantage.  Many  ])eople 
in  the  interior  country  now  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  follow 
him,  infatuated  to  that  degree  that  they  are  parting  with  their  prop- 
erty on  any  terms.  His  exertions  in  laying  the  foundation  of  the  set- 
tlement are  turned  to  Kentucky,  where  there  are  a  very  great  number 
of  people  who  have  been  disappointed  in  obtaining  lands  by  the 
monopolizing  spirit  that  seized  the  first  inhabitants,  and  land  being 
the  great  object  of  their  pursuit,  they  are  ready  to  go  to  any  place 
where  it  can  be  easily  obtained ;  but  promises  of  the  free  exercise 
of  their  religion,  to  be  governed  by  their  own  law,  are  also  held  out 
to  them,  and  to  receive  a  very  extravagant  price  for  every  thing  they 
can  send  to  market.  Many  will  make  the  experiment,  and  they  and 
their  progeny  be  lost  to  this  country;  they  will  soon  become  Span- 
iards to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  if  it  continues  to  be  one  of 
their  maxims  to  prevent  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  the 
situation  directly  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  seems  not  to  be 
ill-chosen  with  a  view  to  it.  The  Spanish  command  on  the  Missis- 
sippi are  also  assiduously  endeavoring  to  induce  the  ancient  French 
inhabitants  to  abandon  their  country,  and  they  have  succeeded  with 
great  numbers. 

Should  it  be  thought  an  object  with  the  United  States  to  prevent 
this  loss  of  people,  I  believe  it  might  be  effected  by  laying  open  a 
part  of  the  western  country  to  those  who  are  not  immediately  able 
to  pay  for  it.  The  lands  upon  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers 
are  fine,  and  the  climate  inviting.  They  might  be  set  at  a  moderate 
rate  per  hundred  acres  ;  an  office  opened,  where  any  person  might 
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Icicate,  purcbose  luocl  in  »iiin11  qimntitlea,  niid  oblaiu  ordt-re  for  lay- 
iog  it  out,  and  where  tLey  might  receive  patents  upiia  |)aying  for 
them.  The  purcliago-muuey  might  run  upim  iutereal.  In  this 
manner  tlie  United  Statce  would  receive  nearly  tlie  tunic  iid\iuiti^e 
aa  if  the  money  had  been  |ttiid  in  the  firet  iiistancf.  There  is  no 
great  danger  iif  their  toeing  almiiduued,  aftor  much  labor  has  been 
exiwndpd  upon  tliem,  and  if  they  should  be  abandoned  by  some, 
the  land  would  still  remain  in  an  improved  and  more  valuable  state 
to  be  regranted.  This  is  not  n  visionary  pniject,  but  warranted  by 
experience.  The  whole  country  of  Pennsylvania,  while  it  remained 
in  the  handfl  of  tlie  proprietaries,  was  settled  in  tld^  manner.  It 
seems  also  to  be  certain  that  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  Western 
Territory,  in  t!ie  manner  preseule*!  by  the  late  Congress,  is  over. 
From  the  iucrcased  and  still  increasing  value  of  public  eecuritiee, 
the  price  is  too  high,  and  it  requires  too  great  combination  to  pur- 
chase a  million  of  ac.rea,  which  is  the  smallest  quantity  tliat  can  at 
present  be  disposed  of.  The  fisar  that  the  most  valuable  spot  only 
would  be  taken  and  the  rest  remain  unregarded  is  not  rea^nable  to 
any  great  extent.  The  choice  spots  would  certainly  be  first  taken, 
but  the  intermediate  lands,  though  of  less  value,  abstractly  con- 
sidered, would  soon  become  of  equal  value;  and  the  expectation 
that  the  domestic  debt  might  be  jiaid  off,  or  very  considerably  less- 
ened by  the  sale  in  tliis  country  of  lai^c  quantities,  was  never  well 
founded,  and  the  experinionts  that  liave  been  made  have  proven  it. 
The  real  money  that  has  been  laid  out,  and  is  still  to  be  laid  out  in 
completing  the  sun'eys,  would  have  bought  up  more  of  the  debt 
than  what  lias  been  paid  into  tlie  treasury.' 

John  Ettweis  to  Governor  St.  CLAnt. 

Bkthleiiem,  April  17,  1797. 
Sir: — I  take  ibo  lilwrfv  to  recomiiiem!  to  your  Escelloncv 
Messrs.  John  Heukewehler  i.nd  William  Henry,  who  will  do  them- 
selves the  honor  to  wait  on  you.  They  are  i-cquesicd  by  the  direct- 
ors of  the  Hocictv  of  the  United  Brethern  for  Propagating  the  Gos- 
\k\  among  the  Heathen  to  attend  the  surveying  of  the  twelve 
thousand  acres  <d'  land  on  the  Muskingum,  whereon  the  three  for- 
saken towns,  8hocubrun,  CiniKlcnhiitten.  and  Salem  were  formerly 
built,  which  the  honoralde  Congress,  by  their  act  of  June  1,  179ti, 
granted  to  the  said  society,  in  trust  for  the  Christian  Indians,  who, 
had  erected    the   said   towns  and  cultivated    the   land    until    they 

'  ConimunicHtpd  li>  the  PrcsidoTit. 
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were  carried  away  *  prisoners.  These  Christian  Indians,  who 
for  some  years  have  been  very  solicitous  to  return  to  their  old 
farms  without  being  able  to  obtain  their  wishes ;  and  as  it  was  im- 
possible for  them,  at  that  time,  to  find  protection  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  they  were  glad  to  find  an  asylum  in  Canada, 
where  they  settled  in  the  wilderness,  on  Thames  River,  on  land 
belonging  to  a  similar  society  of  the  United  Brethren  in  London. 

I  have  invited  the  missionaries  to  return  to  their  old  places,  with 
as  many  of  their  town  flock  as  are  willing,  where  the  trustees  will 
accommodate  them  with  as  much  land  for  farming  as  they  sliall 
choose,  and  otherwise  freely  assist  them  in  settling.  But,  as  the 
number  of  the  former  settlers  has  decreased  very  much  by  natural 
death  and  murder,  and  also  by  dispersion  far  and  near,  the  trustees 
can  not  expect  that  very  many  will  venture  to  return  to  Mus- 
kingum. The  society  has,  therefore,  resolved  to  let  the  part  of  the 
land  on  leases,  for  rent  to  white  people,  our  friends,  who  may  be 
willing  to  take  lots  upon  such  terms,  in  order  to  raise  a  revenue  for 
the  support  of  the  mission  among  the  Indians,  make  provision  for 
a  missionary,  and  for  a  school,  with  books,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Indian  congregation. 

It  is  to  facilitate  and  to  bring  our  good  intention  into  effect  as 
soon  as  possible,  that  the  said  Messrs.  Ileckewelder  and  Henry, 
being  members  of  the  society,  will  attend  the  surveying  of  the 
whole,  and  afterwards  lay  out  part  thereof  into  lots.  As  the  land 
is  under  the  government  of  your  Excellency,  I  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend those  gentlemen  to  your  particular  favor  and  protection,  and 
have  the  confidence  that  your  Excellency  will  at  all  times  take 
under  your  favorable  protection  as  well  the  Indians  and  the  mission 
intended  to  be  established  as  the  tenants  the  society  may  place 
there,  who,  I  trust,  will  always  demean  themselves  as  good  and 
peaceful  citizens,  faithfully  attached  to  the  government  they  are 
going  to  live  under. 

Mr.  Heckewelder  was,  for  many  years,  a  missionary  among  the 
Indians,  and  a  great  sufferer  at  the  spoliation  of  the  said  Indian 
towns. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

[Extract.]  Potts  Grove,  Sept  11,  1797 

By  a  proclamation  at  Detroit,  IGtli  August,  1796,  an  exhibition 
of  the  titles  by  which  the  people  sold  lands  in  that  district  is  called 
for,  in  order  that  they  may  be  quieted  in  their  possession.     Congress 
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has  not  as  ytt  turned  their  attention  lo  ihiil  ijimrler,  nor  preecHbetl 
any  rule  whereby  their  titlus  are  tii  Im)  judgctl  nr  their  puaa^Nun* 
coulirmed.  I  was  m  hopes  to  have  rccoivml  tDHtructiomi  fur  dxlcnd- 
ing  the  jiiriadiction  of  tho  Territory  to  that  quarter,  und  tliiit  Ooa- 
gress  nould  have  takeu  the  titles  into  uiiuu(li*mtKin — neither  of  J 
which  has  hajitn-ued.  It  hna,  howevnr,  ap[Kiired  to  mo  that  tb^J 
were  requisite,  and  I  Halter  myaeif  with  rMviving  them  when  theM 
IB  leisure  from  hunlnees  of  more  inijMirUiuec. 

A  consideruhle  time  before  Mr.  Randolph  went  out  of  officv,  ] 
wnite  tu  hint  about  certain  scula  that  were  wanting  iu  the  counttn 
and  inelosed  an  impression  of  oni;  (they  are  all  the  same  except  I 
legend).  I  have  written  once  or  twice  eince,  on  the  same  subjecti,! 
but  the  seals  have  never  been  received.  1  beg  Iwive  to  lefer  yon 
tu  those  letters,  and  tii  remark  that  since  they  were  written  th« 
county  of  Randolph  and  others  have  been  erected. 

P.  S.  The  office  of  Treosurer  of  the  Mint  being  now  vacant,  Iqr 
the  death  of  Doctor  Way,  General  Francis  Nichola  is  desirxius  to 
succeed  liim.  I  believe,  air,  that  bi>lh  the  person  and  character  of  I 
General  Nichols  are  known  to  you ;  hut,  fnim  a  very  long  and  bk  1 
timnle  acijuainlauce  with  the  General,  I  am  able  to  cay  tliat  it  (.■&» 
not  be  twstowcd  ui>on  a  person  of  stricter  honor  and  integrity,  nor 
one  more  firmly  attached  to  the  interest  and  honor  of  his  country 
and  the  present  Constitution  of  the  I'nilcd  Ptatoii,  on  which  those 
objects  do  w>  niatoriidly  dc[H?nd.  And  he  lias  many  friends,  and 
not  ft  small  degree  of  inlluonce  in  the  country  where  he  lives. 


James  Kass  to  Govkrsok  St.  Ci^ir. 


r  Sir 
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■rctury  of  tin-  Western 
■nu-u  to  l'liiiade1]>liia,  1: 
irii  any  tiling'  bcllire  y. 
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vill  be  <>[.cnc<i  t 


PiTT.-im:ii(in,  Julij  5(/i,  17fl8. 
of  your  h'tter  rcsinvting  the  future 
itory,  vice  Sar^'eot,'  promoted,  I  have 
.>  answer  has  yut  arrived.  Should  I 
mil  goes  out  Hvmorrow  morning,  this 
in  it.  Nolliintj  has  transpire<l  as  to 
-,  nor  have  I  any  reason  to  think  of 

,il>pi>iiil.'il  i,-(TctHry  in  pinpo  of  Colonel 
nr,Mk«s*i|>|>l  Territiiry  by  Prp?ldcnt  Ad- 
mout  XiilHirn.  wluTp  lioniHrricd  n  wealtliv 
;r.     A  yuiir  lulur.  Ucnural  Wilkinson  re- 
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any  person  as  likely  to  become  a  competitor,  but  many  of  the  east- 
em  gentlemen  are  in  love  with  that  country,  and  will  be  vigilant  in 
courting  an  appointment  which  will  carr}'  them  honorably  into  it, 
so  that  competition  and  want  of  success  may  both  eventually  be  the 
portion  of  time  we  wish  to  succeed. 

Findley's  declination  has  raised  several  candidates  for  the  Con- 
gressional successions.  Smiley,  Todd,  Guthrie,  are  all  named,  and 
I  incline  to  think  are  all  in  a  state  of  considerable  activity. 

You  know  as  well  as  I  do  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  Federal 
party  in  Westmoreland  county,  and  the  friends  of  these  three  men 
are  only  subdivisions  of  the  great  universal  mass  of  insurrectionary 
anti-federalism,  Jaeobinism,  or  whatever  you  please  to  call  it.  The 
Federalist  might  have  secured  a  number  of  friends,  had  there  been 
any  permanent,  sensible  leader,  who  could  have  organized  and  kept 
them  in  countenance  against  Findley.  Unfortunately,  we  have  never 
had  any  body  there  who  would  undertake  and  attempt  to  execute  this 
task,  and  at  present,  it  seems  to  me,  that,  however  these  candidates  may 
contend  among  themselves  and  scramble  for  power,  they  would  all 
unite  against  the  (jovernmeni  man.  Your  suspicions  of  Mr.  Jack  are 
well-founded.  He  .secretly  supjwrted  the  adverse  ticket,  and  even  vnrote 
to  his  friends  in  favor  of  it,  after  having  engaged  very  heartily  with 
us,  in  appearance,  at  the  last  election.  In  Fayette  county  there  is 
a  small  but  firm  littleFederal  party,  but  that  could  do  little  without 
aid  from  Westmoreland ;  besides,  there  would  be  the  pride  of  county 
in  favor  of  this  man  Smiley.  In  one  word,  your  chance*  is,  in  my 
opinion,  far  from  a  good  one,  unless  the  sansculottes  should  quarrel 
among  themselves,  and  out  of  spite  towards  each  other  combine  in 
electing  an  enemy,  and  a  superior,  but  a  friend  and  equal,  should 
gain  an  enviable  superiority.  This,  to  the  great  credit  of  human 
nature,  very  frequently  haj)pens,  and  when  Mr.  Addison  comes  home 
from  Philadelphia,  where  he  now  is,  I  will  consult  him,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  write  to  Mr.  Young  upon  the  state  of  the  parties.  We 
will  not  commit  you  without  a  tolerable  chance,  and  my  little  aid 
shall  be  very  cheerfully  contributed  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
so  very  desirable  an  object.  In  the  meantime,  it  will  be  well  enough 
to  let  me  have  a  list  of  the  sub-agents  you  hint  at,  that  they  may 
be  sounded  or  employed,  as  occasion  may  require. 

I  concur  in  the  apology  of  the  Governor  of  the  Western  Territory 
in  appointing   the   Attorney-General.      I  have  always  considered 

'Governor  St.  Clair  finally  decided  not  to  contc^st  tho  district,  it  being  de- 
cided by  Judge  Addison  that  the  Kepublicans  were  in  the  ascendency. 
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that  office  as  of  high  importance,  etandiug  between  the  govern- 
nicut,  t!ie  people,  the  accuser*  and  the  accused,  with  the  virtual 
power  uf  piir(l<iD  or  proBecutiou  in  his  handii,  to  be  dealt  out 
at  hU  pleasure  aud  di^retiun.  There  eUould  be  no  hma  upon  his 
mind,  either  from  viewa  of  honor  or  advancement  from  the  exe- 
cutiou,  or  otherwise,  of  his  appointment ;  nor  of  money  or  ad- 
vantage, on  the  other  hand,  lor  any  part  of  the  discharge  of  his 
public  duty.  He  should,  therefore,  be  a  Milaried  officer,  and  rfr 
ceive  no  fees  upon  indictments,  because  these  perquisites  m»y* 
have  a  tendency  to  promote  and  multiply  pnj«ecntions  opprw 
sively,  for  the  sake  of  fees.  The  clerks  of  the  courts  could  then 
and  ought  to  fill  up  blank  iudiotmeiils,  in  the  usual  form,  in  all 
common  cases,  upon  the  order  of  the  Attorney -General.  In  bjko- 
ial  cases,  the  Attorney -General  could  frame  the  tndictmeut  and 
let  it  be  copied  by  the  clerk  before  it  should  be  sent  to  tlie 
grand  jury.  The  only  doubt  In  my  mind  is,  whether  the  power 
of  appointing  ilitring  good  behavior  exists  in  the  Governor,  w 
not ;  there  can  he  no  doubt  of  the  expediency,  if  the  power  exktsj^l 
nor  am  I  able  to  see  what  could  be  fairly  urged  against  it, 
against  his  being  made  a  salaried  officer,  except  that  hitherto  it 
ha!^  not  been  usual,  probably  from  false  economy. 

Ill  the  new  county  of  Jefferson,  in  your  Territory,  there  are 
comjilaiuls  that  they  have  no  judges  of  the  court,  or  justices  of 
the  peace  in  the  ujijicr  cud  uf  the  cnunty,  where  settlements  are 
Iwunming  very  numerous  luul  respectable.  Mr.  Thomius  Fawcett 
lives  at  the  'upiMT  end  of  the  ei.unty,  Mr.  William  "Wells,  for- 
merly nn  undcr-eiherLff  iif  Wnshiiigtan  couuty,  Pcnn.,  alwut  half- 
way iM'twecn  Fawcett  and  the  cnunly-towu,  and  Mr.  John  Ward, 
son-iu-law  of  Colonel  McLi'uii,  living  in  Stcubcnville,  arc  all  .sen- 
sible, nioral,  R<j<id  men,  who  have  purcliased  and  settled  n'gnlarlv 
in  the  county. 

I  am  jwrsTiaded  you  will  do  a  great  public  good,  aud  afford 
much  siitistiiction,  by  iippiiiiiting  all  the  three  judges  of  the  court 
of  cimimoii  j>U'as  aud  justices  of  the  peace.  Two  iif  our  present 
judges*  si-ldoin  attend  the  court,  and,  if  a  third  slumld  be  such, 
u'>  court  could  bo  held,  as  there  are  only  five  iu  ibc  original 
conimissioii  of  ibe  plcjis.  Colonel  Sargeut  being  anxious  to  wait 
until,  by  future  scltleiucnts,  n  better  choice  might  be  made,  it 
will  be  of  .'onie  ciinsetiuence  that  the  coniniii^sions  should  l>e  for- 
warded liefi.rc  the  7th  of  August  to  Mr.  BcKaleel  AVells,  as  there 
will  then  be  a  court  iu  that  county,  and  I  will  not  conceal  from 
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you  that  I  have  some  fears^  that  the  justices  in  the  lower  end  of 

^This  reference  to  the  action  of  the  justices  of  Adams  county  will  be 
made  clear  by  the  following  letter : 

GoTERNOR  St.  Clair  to  Nathaniel  Massie,  and  other  Justices  of 

Adams  County. 

Cincinnati,  June  29,  1798. 

Oenilemen: — I  have  received  authentic  inforniution  of  a  transaction  of 
yours,  in  your  characters  of  magistrates  of  the  county  of  Adams,  and  hold- 
ing the  courts  of  that  county,  which  has,  indeed,  astonished  me.  It  is,  that 
you  have  taken  upon  yourselves  to  remove  the  courts  from  Adamsvillo,  the 
place  appointed  for  their  sessions  by  proper  authority,  to  some  other  part  of 
the  county,  contrary  to  every  principle  of  good  order. 

The  power  of  fixing  the  places  where  the  courts  are  to  be  held  in  every 
county  is  exclusively  in  the  Governor.  It  is  an  exercise  of  executive  au- 
thorify  of  which  no  other  person  or  persons  is  or  are  legally  capable;  and 
it  is  important  to  the  people  that  the  places  where  they  have  been  appointed 
to  be  held  should  not  be  subject  to  wanton  change.  When  the  people  lay 
out  their  money  in  improving  county-towns,  it  is  in  confidence  of  their  sta- 
bility ;  and,  when  the  courts  are  removed  from  those  tt)wns  their  importance 
is  lost,  and  the  property  of  the  adventurer  sinks  with  it,  and  it  is  to  them  a 
real  breach  of  public  faith.  Adamsville  was  declared  by  proclamation  to  be 
the  place  where  the  courts  for  the  county  should  be  holden,  and  an  attempt 
to  remove  them  was  a  most  unwarrantable  assumption  of  power  and  cont^^mpt 
of  authority  by  the  justices,  which  might  subject  them  to  prosecution.  1  am 
willing,  however,  to  believe  that  it  did  not  proceed  from  that  source,  but 
from  a  misapprehension  of  the  law  and  their  own  j)ower. 

By  the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled,  *'  an  Act  directing  the  building 
and  establishing  a  court-house,  jail,  etc.,"  in  every  county,  passed  at  Cincin- 
nati the  1st  August,  1702,  it  is  enacted  that,  •*  every  court-house  and  jail  to 
be  erected,  as  aforesaid,  shall  bo  formed  of  such  materials,  and  of  such  di- 
mensions, and  on  such  plans  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  judges  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  each  county,  who  are  hereby 
authorized  to  plan  and  project  the  same,  and  to  accept  as  a  gift,  or  to  pur- 
chase for  the  use  of  the  county,  so  much  ground  as  they  may  judge  conven- 
ient and  ner:es?ary,  whereon  to  build  all  and  any  of  the  structures  aforesaid." 
You  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  gentlemen,  that  the  act  is  silent  as  to  the 
power  of  appointing  the  place  where  the  courts  are  to  be  held,  and  that  the 
power  of  the  judges  is  confined  to  the  planning  and  projecting  of  buildings, 
and  accepting  as  a  gift  or  purchasing  ground  whereon  to  erect  them,  and  it 
is  a  fair  and  clear  implication  that  the  ground  should  bo  accepted  or  pur- 
chased in  the  place  where  the  sessions  of  the  courts  had  been  previously  fixed, 
and  that  is  always  prior  to,  or  coeval  with,  the  appointment  of  those  judges. 
It  is  a  maxim  that  a  power  by  grant  can  not  bo  extended  to  any  thing 
which  lies  out  of  the  grant;  and  the  shadow  of  a  power  to  fix  the  place 
where  the  courts  are  to  be  held  is  surely  not  within  a  grant  to  direct  the 
size,  the  figure,  and  the  materials  of  the  public  buildings. 

A  law  was  passed  at  Cincinnati,  on  the  6th  November,  1790,  whereby 
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the  county  may,  like  the  mugistratt-s  of  Adajna  ooiin^,  attempt  tn 
rcniuvG  the  scat  of  justice. 

lliQ  GuTenior  wiis  directed,  in  every  now  cuunly  to  he  berekfter  erected,  lo 
tui'urtuin  aad  ^iicL'if;,  and  public li  by  proclumNtiun,  on  wlmt  duys  in  tlio  jeor, 
nndnt  whntpliiou  urplHce*  in  tuch  newi-ounticii,wber?  tbir  cintrta  i>f  cummun 
plutiB,  and  abi)  tlie  njurts  uf  goneml  quHTler-^Htuioni  of  thu  peHe».  shall 
rwpwtivuly  be  cipuncd  itnd  held  every  yenr.  Tlml  luvr  hnt  bot-n  repealed; 
but  it  gavi!  nil  tiew  puwer  t<»  tbo  Onvwriwir,  and  wm  mnroly  nn  niBrninncv  nf 
tbe  cotiftnnt  (iruiaifo,  »di1  Ld  rnndor  lb«  plan*  inoro  gvni'nill}'  knnwn  lh«n 
the  commisslua  M  the  ih>urt  wnuM  itffout.  Wera  it  itill  in  fatea,  it  would  ba 
clenrly  (-\|>liinii<r.iry  uf  tbat  part  ot  tbu  Iwrorftrncltod  olaiiw  uf  1790  (puk«d 
befiirc  it)  u'lik'h  gives  power  to  tlin  judges  of  (be  court*  of  eomronn  pleu 
to  iKvrpt  nr  ]>iiri.'lin»o  knd*  wbiTiMiii  to  «recl  the  puliliu  builditig*.  Tb«y 
vreio  111  juTcjit  »r  purebwo  them  whero  Ibe  courts  were  uppoinlod  to  be  bold. 
Tht'  |i..wLT  of  the  Unvernnr  t»  lay  out  roiinlie*.  and  to  Ax  tha  plnees  whora 
the  L-nurts  urc  to  bt  held,  wbich  i*  inciditnt  to  it.  stunds  Li{)<)n  Iho  OrdiuBaoo 
for  the  Uiivernniuiit  uf  tbo  Territory,  and  not  upon  any  kw  adopted  in  pur- 
5usni.'(>  of  it. 

It  appmiri  to  nie,  ^ntlemon,  tbRt  very  ))ropnr  »Upt  were  Inken  by  tha 
aecrotary,  in  whom  the  powurs  uf  the  Goveriimeiit  were  vealed,  to  nfoeildiM 
ti  proper  place  for  the  ge«»ion«  of  the  courti  in  the  county  of  Adnmi,  and  the 
proclamation  by  which  he  doclareJ  it  waa  lifcemise  proper.  SlmiiKI.  lum-. 
ever.  Unit  plin'o  bo  found  an  improper  one,  it  may  yet  bo  remedied,  as  no 
priviile  building  has  yet  Dccn  erected  there  in  consequence  of  the  measure, 
but  not  in  the  miinncr  yi>ii  b»vu  thought  pMpcr  to  adopt.  If  the  people  of 
the  enniily  i'e[.rei:ent  the  niotler  to  me  in  thiit  li^hl.  1  shall  certainly  take  it 
into  e<>iif.ider:ition,  and  iliey  will  iilwiiys  Hnd  me  ready  to  listen  to  their  roa- 
sniiuhU-  tecpie^ts,  iiiid  I"  comply  willi  Ihcni  90  fur  as  they  comport  with  my 
duly  iind  lh<-  public  gocKl.  In  the  situation  of  a  county  town  a  Uovcrnur 
e;iii  linvi;  111!  jirivatit  interest  of  hi*  own  lo  serve,  but  it  is  very  po^ible  that 
m fii  !i  jniiji>ijij'  of  pericins  who  may  have  been  appointed  ju^tiee*  may  hav« 
^rncli  intiri-.-l-,  ]uul  bo  dispiisfd  to  prefer  them  lo  those  of  the  public  at  lai^; 


I  li 


ceedinij*,  and  will  avrent 
have  prnhibiled  the  Ireii 


Lied,  iientlcineti,  that  yotl  arc  proceeding  to  cn-ct 
igs  at  the  place  where  yoU  have  ulleuipled  lo 
uiuo  yon  will  see  the  impropriety  of  such  pro- 
III.  Itiit  I  think  it  proper  to  inforni  yon  that  1 
■r  to  iiecepl  any  orders  of  yours  or  pay  out  aiij* 
them  fi>r  that  purpose. 


the  eiisc  of  Ailanis  county, 
i  ilie  liin<!s  In  nnd  around 
I  be  aclnuteci  hy  pctsonil 
ic  wiabci  ol  the  people. 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  General  Wilkinson. 

Cincinnati,  July  16, 1798. 

Dear  Sir : — ^Your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  concerning  the  deposi- 
tions of  William  Stronely  and  William  Cribb  respecting  Zachariah 
Cox,  I  have  received,  and  have  considered  both  with  some  attention, 
and  I  am  of  the  opinion,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  mention  to  you  in 
conversation  a  day  or  two  ago,  that  it  is  important  to  the  public  in- 
terests that  the  settlement  made  by  Cox  below  the  mouth  of  Cum- 
berland should  be  broken  up ;  and  that  he  himself  should  be  made 
[out].  But  you  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  the  opinion  is 
founded  upon  the  presumption  that  the  lands  upon  which  the  settle- 
ment is  formed  are  part  of  that  allotted  to  the  Chickasaw  Indians  by 
the  treaty  at  Hopewell,  in  1706.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  necessary, 
before  any  steps  be  taken  to  break  up  the  settlement,  that  it  should 
be  ascertained  whether  it  is  upon  those  lands  or  not,  because  if  it  is 
not,  although  Cox's  proceedings,  being  an  usurpation  of  some  of  the 
rights  of  sovereignty  (and  in  present  circumstances  give  just  appre- 
hensions of  designs  inimical  to  the  United  States),  are  a  high  mis- 
demeanor, they  do  not  apply  directly  against  the  United  States, 
and  can  be  inquired  into  and  punished  in  the  State  of  Kentucky 
only.  It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  the  United  States  have  not  en- 
gaged to  maintain  those  lands  to  the  Chickasaws  against  the  in- 
trusion of  persons  from  the  United  States ;  for,  by  the  fourth  article 
of  that  treaty,  it  is  only  stipulated  that  persons  who  may  intrude 
shall  be  out  of  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  left  to 
those  Indians  to  punish  them  or  not,  as  they  please. 

By  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indians,  passed  May  19,  1796,  a  heavy  penalty  is  imposed 
upon  every  person  who  shall  make  a  settlement  on  any  land  belong- 
ing to  or  secured,  or  granted  by  treaty  with  the  United  States  to  any 
Indian  tribe ;  and  the  President  is  empowered  to  take  such  measures 
and  to  employ  such  military  force  to  remove  them  as  he  may  judge 
necessary.  In  virtue  of  that  clause,  I  suppose  the  express  order  of 
the  President  would  be  necessary  to  the  justification  of  the  military 
officer  who  shall  remove  them,  if  his  act  be  called  in  question.  But, 
by  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  same  act,  it  is  declared  to  be  lawful 
for  the  military  force  of  the  United  Stales  to  apprehend  every  per- 
son who  shall  or  may  l)e  found  in  the  Indian  country  over  one 
[mile  ?]  beyond  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Indian  tribes,  in  violation  of  the  provisions  or  regulations  of  this 
act,  and  to  convey  them  to  the  civil  authority  in  some  of  the  three 
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Kdjtiioing  States  or  dislricte,  to  be  proceeded  agiaiunt  in  due  cfltirm 
of  law ;  and  the  fifteeuth  section  gives  juriatliction  ia  the  t-an-e  tn 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Territorial  dislrii-tfi.  The 
B|)ecial  orders  of  the  President  are  not  necessary  to  the  luiHtury  fot 
the  mere  apprehending  the  ofieudere — even  againtit  lliut  law,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  even  if  it  should  be  doubtful  whether  tlicv  niay  be 
over  the  boundary  or  not,  for  it  must  always  be  doubtful  when  sel- 
tlemeuts  are  made  near  it  and  il  has  not  actually  been  ascerlaiaed 
and  marked ;  but  that  section  will  not  justify  violence  or  the  de- 
struelion  of  the  settlements ;  and,  ujiou  the  trial,  should  it  be  foun<l 
that  the  settlements  were  not  upon  lands  beliuiging,  or  eecnred,  ur 
granted  by  treaty  to  any  Indian  tribes,  the  officer  who  directed  the 
destriictioa  would  be  answerable  for  all  damages,  which  would  not 
probably  be  very  lightly  assessed.  If  you  can,  then,  lay  your  hands 
upon  Cox  or  his  associates,  you  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  per- 
fectly right  in  doing  so ;  in  sending  him  for  trial,  either  to  this  or  tu 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  or  auy  adjoining  State,  within  ten  days' 
after  they  shall  be  taken  into  custody. 

In  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  you  have  politelr 
communicated,  I  ]>erceive  you  purptK^e  to  dinirni  Cox's  iiilluwers.  I 
am  very  much  at  a  loss  how  to  advise  iu  that  respect;  the  hostile 
array  in  which  they  apjiear,  the  military  organization  and  the  white 
flag  are  certainly  evidences  of  a  conduct  inimical  to  the  Government 
and  to  the  peace  of  the  country.  Siill,  I  l>c]ieve  the  measures  to  be 
taken  with  them  (for  we  are  not  yet  ut  formal  war  with  any  nation, 
so  that  those  acts  are  not  strictly  treason,)  sJiould  be  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  it  will  be  prudent  for  you  to  wait  for  orders  unre- 
stricted Iwfore  you  proceed  to  extremities  with  them. 


GovKiixriR  St.  Clair  to   Natiianiicl   Massie  and   Bexjamin 
GooDi.v. 

Gentlemen: — Your  letter  of  tlic  11th  iui-taiit  was  delivered  to  me 
yesterday,  and  in  reply  to  it  I  have  to  observe  that  you  .=ay  "  the 
court  (moaning  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  county  of 
Adams)  at  their  last  term,  baviug  taken  up  the  busines.s  for  erecting 
a  jail,  proceeded  to  jihiTi  and  project  the  same,  the  attention  of  the 
court  was  naturally  led  to  fix  upon  a  piece  of  ground  for  that  pur- 
]M>se."  The  infereuce  is  just,  iiud,  had  the  court  cimfined  themselves 
to  fixing  upon  the  most  proper  jiiecc  of  ground  whereon  to  place  it 


tfi^k^M«ta^^Mi^kMa^MH^«i«akai*A^^ndtfA*iiiiMMl 
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and  the  place  where  the  courts  were  by  proper  avihorUy  appointed  to 
be  held,  and  accepted  as  a  gift,  or  purchased  the  same  for  the  use 
of  the  county,  they  would  have  acted  with  propriety,  consistently 
with  their  powers,  and  agreeably  to  law.  I  admit,  however,  that 
the  place  where  they  had  been  fixed,  being  disputed  proj)erty,  and 
a  suit  depending,  is  a  good  objection  to  it,  and,  consequently,  to  the 
erecting  the  buildings  there :  because,  though  the  person  in  posses- 
sion (by  whatever  title  he  was  in)  had  consented  to  their  being 
erected,  should  he  be  defeated  in  the  action,  it  would  be  in  the  op- 
tion of  the  person  recovering  to  confirm  the  ground  on  which  the 
building  stood  to  the  county,  or  to  convert  them  to  his  own  use. 
Still,  that  circumstance  should  have  been  represented  to  the  execu- 
tive, and,  if  it  had  been  represented,  I  presume  it  would  have  had 
due  weight ;  with  me  it  would  have  been  conclusive.  But  the  ob- 
jection, strong  as  it  is,  does  in  no  manner  justify  the  removal  of 
the  sittings  of  the  court  to  any  other  place  by  a  majority  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  to  do  which  they  had  no  authority,  either 
by  law  or  custom. 

There  are  but  two  ways  in  which  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
could  have  acquired  power  [to]  fix  or  alter  the  places  of  their 
sessions  (for  it  surely  is  not  incident  to  them  as  courts),  to- wit: 
either  by  law  or  by  their  commbsions.  But  it  has  not  been  given 
to  them  by  law,  and  the  commissions  only  empower  them  *'  to  hold 
pleas  of  assize,  scire  facias  and  replevins,  and  to  hear  and  determine 
all  and  all  manner  of  pleas,  actions,  and  suits  and  causes,  civil,  per- 
sonal, real  and  mixed,  according  to  law.  The  law  which  gives  any 
agency  to  those  courts  in  the  matter  of  places  where  the  courts  were 
to  be  held,  respects  the  mode  and  manner  of  the  public  buildings 
only,  at  the  same  time  that  it  emjwwers  them  to  accept  as  a  gift,  or 
to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  counties  a  piece  of  ground  whereupon 
to  erect  them,  and  this  involves  the  right  of  judging  of  the  fitness 
of  the  piece  of  ground  for  the  purpose,  and  no  more.  A  consistent 
meaning  and  explanation  Is  to  be  given  to  every  law,  and  clause 
of  a  law,  if  it  will  admit  of  it.  But  it  would  be  absurd  that  the 
executive  should  fix  the  places  for  the  courts  in  the  counties  re- 
spectively, and  that  the  courts  of  common  pleas  should  have  the 
power  to  accept  or  to  purchase  grounds  and  to  erect  the  public  build- 
ings on  them  at  other  places.  The  law  authorizing  the  Governor  to 
ascertain  the  times  and  places  at  which  the  courts  were  to  be  held 
in  any  new  counties  that  might  be  erected,  passed  the  Gth  November, 
1790,  was,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  observe  in  a  former  letter,  in  afiirm- 
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ance  of  ivhat  had  been  thv.  iMiu^Uiut  pnu!ti<.v,  mid  it  coufiuutl  1 
Exwutive  to  n  like  praptice  in  fultire. 

The  law  of  the  Ist  August,  1 792,  only  proviilwl  for  ft  fu«<;  not  pro- 
vided for  before,  to-wit:  tbeeret'ting  tln>  Dif^^ssiiry  public  btilMing*. 
the  ejecting  of  which  was  laid  upon  th«cour(«of  comnioD  plcas.bat 
did  not  repeal  or  alter  the  law  of  November.  1790.  They  both  Btoed 
together  (and  stood  well  together)  for  the  last,  you  will  pWse  to  ob- 
serve, was  not  repealed  until  the  14tb  July,  1795.  Until  that  time 
the  Governor's  power,  In/  hw,  to  Ss  the  places  for  the  servicea  of 
the  courtH  utill  existed.  At  that  time,  his  authority  in  the  case, 
hy  law,  poased  to  exist,  and  was  not  vested  anywhere  else.  But 
how  does  the  law  now  ftand?  h  the  question.  The  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas  have  Btill  all  the  power  res[>octing  the  public  buildings 
they  ever  had,  lo-wit :  In  plan  and  project  them ;  to  determine  the 
materials  of  which  they  sliali  be  constructed ;  to  ac^-ept  of  or  t« 
purubaiie  ground  whereon  to  erect  them,  nt  the  places  that  bad 
been  previously  fixed  liy  the  Govemur,  and  to  contract  for  the  exe- 
cution of  them,  and  no  more.  Aa  Uy  tlie  rest,  gentlemen,  you  have 
yourselves  f urn  isbed  the  answer,  for  you  obsi-rve  that  "the  Ordi- 
nance is  totally  silent  as  to  the  Governor's  power  of  fixing  the 
plaucs  where  the  courts  arc  to  be  held  ;  the  Ordinance  being  silent 
on  that  subject,  there  canlw  no  doubt  IniE  the  power  must  be  vested 
in  the  Executive  until  otherwise  ]irovidcd  by  the  legislature."  If 
the  law,  then,  of  Kovcnilw-r,  ITflO,  had  made  a  diiferent  deposit  of 
the  power,  which  it  did  not,  the  law  of  July.  179-'),  rcpeding  Jbat 
laiv,  restored  it  to  wliei-e  it  wa.* ;  for  it  U  a  maxim  tliat  a  law  repeal- 
ing a  law  revives  the  antecedent  law.  It  i.s  clear,  then,  from  your 
own  reasoning,  that  the  |>ower  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  times  and 
places  for  the  sessions  of  the  courts  is  iu  the  Executive,  and  no- 
where else. 

I  <lid  suppose,  gentlemen,  that  it  ivas  up»n  tlic  second  section  of 
the  law  directing  the  erecting  of  court-houses,  etc.,  that  the  court 
of  common  pleas  of  tlie  county  of  Adams  had  founded  their  opin- 
ion "  that  they  had  the  right  of  judging  of  the  propriety  of  the  spot 
whereiin  to  erect  the  public  building,''  wilhin  the  county  ;  "  but  it  is 
evidently  an  unfmimled  opinion;  ami  it  is  easy  to  see  inconve- 
niences that  niiglit  f^ilhuv  fmni  sueh  a  right  in  the  courts;  for  it  is 
nnh'  to  suppose  a  cliaoge  in  the  memhcrs  iind  a  prepondcrancy  of 
opiniiin  in  a  majority  iu  (avor  of  other  places  than  those  cboseu, 
either  by  the  (iovernor,  or  their  predecessors,  iin<l  the  places  may  be 
changed  from  time  to  time,  ad  tiijiiiitiim,  with  thecbanges  that  must 
noec-siirily  happen  uiMiti  the  Iwnehes ;  and  something  like  tbis  has 
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actually  happened  in  the  neighboring  State,  where  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  have  power,  by  laWy  to  fix  the  place  of  their  sit- 
tings ;  and  it  is,  I  believe,  the  only  State  in  America  where  these  or 
any  courts  have  that  power. 

The  injury  that  arises  from  the  want  of  good  and  sufficient  jails, 
both  to  the  public  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  counties,  I 
am  very  sensible  of.  I  believe  the  law  making  the  counties  answer- 
able for  escapes,  to  be  a  very  bad  one ;  because  it  favors  negligence 
in  the  sheriffs,  and  lays  a  burden  on  the  people  they  ought  not  to  be 
charged  with ;  and,  if  I  have  influence  enough  with  the  legislature, 
at  their  next  session,  it  will  be  repealed. 

After  all,  gentlemen,  I  have  no  predilection  for  Adamsville,  and, 
with  the  disadvantages  you  have  stated,  it  is  certainly  an  improper 
place  for  the  county-town,  though  well  enough  as  to  situation  with 
respect  to  the  county  at  large,  and  the  divisions  of  it  that  must  take 
place  in  future.  When  new  counties  are  laid  out,  they  are  generally, 
from  necessity,  very  large;  and  the  places  where  the  courts  are 
fixed,  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  public  buildings,  of  course, 
erected,  should  be  relative  to  that  part  which  will  probably  remain 
together  after  those  divisions  rather  than  the  present  circumstances; 
that  the  public  buildings  may  be  still  in  a  suitable  situation,  other- 
wise a  lasting  injury  might  be  done  for  the  sake  of  a  temporary  con- 
venience. If  I  am  rightly  informed,  the  objections  to  Adamsville, 
from  the  difficulty  of  access  in  high  waters,  apply  equally  to  Man- 
chester; but  it  is  my  intention  to  visit  Adams  county  immediately 
after  the  August  court  here,  and  it  will  be  very  grateful,  to  me  to 
do  in  respect  to  the  county-town  what  may  be  desirable  at  pres- 
ent and  permanently  useful.  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  be, 
etc' 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  President  Adams. 

Cincinnati,  Aug^ist  13f/i,  1798. 
Sir: — A  few  days  ago  I  received  an  address  from  the  grand  jury 
for  the  county  of  Hamilton,  which,  as  it  contained  very  proi)er 
sentiments  respecting  the  present  national  crisis,  I  promised  them 
should  be  transmitted  to  you,  and  I  now  take  the  liberty  to  inclose 
the  public  paper  in  which  it  is  inserted.  I  can  not  doubt,  sir,  but 
they  will  be  pleasing  to  you,  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  no 
pains  shall  be  spared  to  strengthen  and  disseminate  them  in  every 


*  The  original  letter  is  in  possession  of  Robert  Clarke,  Esq. 
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part  i)f  this  extensive  Territory,  which  is  n  very  iinportaot  npp* 
age  to  tile  United  Slates. 

The  military  spirit  is  up  in  thbt  county,  vfhieh  hiw  taken 
and  will  he  followed ;  but,  tu  remier  it  more  certain,  I  set  out  in  ^ 
few  days  ou  a  tour  to  renew  the  militia  in  all  the  upptT  cauntli 
and  it  is  a  ^reat  iiatisfactioD  to  me  that  my  litmlth  is  i«i  wM  r 
tabliahed  tbat  I  am  able  to  do  it  at  this  time  without  risk. 


GovEBSOR  St,  Clair  to  John  Brows, 

CiscrasATi,  October  [so  date],  1798. 

Dear  Sir: — It  was  a  very  sensible  disappointment  to  me  that  I 
had  not  the  pleasure  of  meeting  witij  you  when  you  were  lately  in 
this  Territory,  as  it  always  will  bo  when  any  thing  occurs  to  ileprive 
me  of  an  opportunity  to  give  yiiu  every  testimony  of  my  respect. 
Derangements  in  the  miliUa,  and  changes  tbat  are  daily  happening 
in  the  state  of  this  country,  had  rendered  a  visit  to  the  counties 
lying  above  this  indispensable.  It  is  with  pleasure,  I  can  assure 
you,  that,  at  this  critical  jteriwl,  a  tomiicrate  approbation  and  firm  at- 
tachment to  the  United  States  prevails  in  them  all.  But  you  have 
been  an  eye  witness  to  it  in  part. 

A  conversation  l)ct\yeen  you  ami  a  gentlemen  at  Columbia,  where- 
in the  great  influx  and  settlement  of  j)cople  ujwn  the  lauds  of  the 
United  States  and  the  difficulties  that  might  result  were  nieutioned, 
and  that  you  observed  "it  was  always  easier  to  prevent  an  evil  than 
to  rtTiK'dy  it,  ami  that  six^aking  in  the  clinracter  of  a  senator  of 
the  United  Statics,  it  had  always  been  espccted  that  attention  would 
be  [laid  to  that  circumslaiicc  by  the  (Sovcrnor,"  there  could  be 
nothiuf:;  more  ju.«t  than  your  observaliou,  and  I  Iwg  leave  to  assure 
you  Iliac  whelher  it  may  have  lieen  commuuieated  to  the  senator  or 
nut,  it  hiis  never  Iwen  overliN.ked  by  the  (iovernor;  neither  has  he 
iiiilcd  iu  giving  information  to  the  Oovcrnnient,  The  selllemcnts 
have  been  forbidden  by  priiciamatiim  more  than  once,  and  many 
letters  written  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  tiie  subject,  and  I  beg 
of  you,  sir,  should  it  l>e  suppos^ed  tliat  the  Governor  has  been  negli- 
gent, lliat  you  wouhl  Ih!  pleased,  when  the  Senate  meets  again,  to  call 
for  them.  And  I  hope  they  will  have  the  goodness  to  recollect  that 
the  Governor  has  no  spei'ific  authority  to  remove  the  intruders  by 
force  (to  prevent  tbem  by  fi)ree  is  impossible)  ;  tbat  if  prohibitions 
have  not  the  e.\pei-ted  cHeet,  the  repetition  of  them  wouhl  only 
bring  thcni  into  greater  contempt;  that,  perhaps,  no  legal  means 
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to  prevent  or  punish,  if  it  were  desired,  the  occupation  of  those 
lands.  Indictments  would  not  lie,  and  ejectments,  besides  the  slow- 
ness and  possible  inefficacy  of  the  remedy,  he  has  never  had  any 
authority  to  direct  nor  to  charge  the  United  States  with  the  expense 
that  would  necessarily  follow.  All  that  was  in  his  power  to  do  in 
the  case  he  has  done.  He  has  forbidden  it,  and  he  has  represented 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  requested  orders. 

I  have  often  thought,  sir,  and  have  frequently  lamented  to  indi- 
viduals of  these  bodies,  that  not  any  of  the  parts  of  the  legislature 
were  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  dependence 
of  the  United  States.  It  is,  in  fact,  but  little  known  except  to  a 
few,  and,  of  late,  all  their  attention  has  been  occupied  by  things  more 
immediately  of  moment.  The  next  session,  I  hope,  may  aflTord  an 
opportunity  to  think  of  it,  and  the  change  that  will  take  place,  in  a 
short  time,  in  the  internal  organization,  and  which  will  introduce  a 
representative  into  the  National  council  if  a  proper  choice  be  made, 
will  afford  an  opportunity  of  more  constant  and  correct  information 
than  has  as  yet  been  at  hand.  My  chief  object  has  ever  been  to 
give  the  people  such  a  direction  as  might  contribute  to  make  them 
virtuous,  and,  of  course,  happy,  and  a  useful  part  of  the  United 
States  when  thev  shall  be  entitled  to  it.  Should  I  succeed  in  this, 
it  will  be  a  consolation  to  me  and  a  gratification  to  those  who  have 
supported  me  when  I  had  need  of  support  against  calumny,  malev- 
olence, and  power;  and  it  is  with  gratitude  and  pleasure  I  reckon 
you,  sir,  among  the  number.  What  I  have  written  above  is  in  no 
sense  in  the  nature  of  complaint,  but  purely  for  your  information. 


David  Zelsberger  and  others  to  Governor  St.  Clair, 

Goshen  on  Schonbrunn,  October  28,  1798. 

Sir: — We,  the  undersigned,  missionaries  of  the  Church  of  the 
United  Brethren,  being  lately  arrived  from  Canada,  with  nine  fam- 
ilies of  Christian  Indians,  and  now  residing  with  them  on  one  of 
the  tracts  of  land  on  the  river  Muskingum,  which  were  granted  by 
the  bounty  of  Congress  for  the  use  of  said  Indians,  humbly  beg 
leave  in  our  and  their  names  to  present  our  best  res})ects  to  your 
Excellency,  and  to  recommend  ourselves  to  your  favor  and  protec- 
tion. 

The  colony  that  has  accompanied  us  hither  is  a  part  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  former  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Schonbrunn, 
Gnadenhuttcn,  and  Salem,  with  other  Indians  who  have  since  em- 
Vol.  11-28. 


UM,U.rl)„.j„-nI,vli„nofll.<^: 
The  j:r;nul  olycds  of  „ur  i 
tlifp,siu.|  („  til,.  tiLirarts,  .■.- 
hiiWls  ut  iudiialry  nuJ  soljrii 
and  peawable  life  in  all  godi 
Your  Esc*llency  need  not 
ducing  spirituous  liquora  infc 
luglitj  inimical  Ui  every  atten 
Kot  to  enlarge  ou  the  wicked 
neas  of  a  d<B<Ti])lioii  of  our  : 
to  their  mauifwt  deatructioD 
violence  and  vice  to  which  it '. 
and  diminisliing  their  numbei 
tiat  very  trade  whicli  it  is  ui< 
fore,  that  it  must  he  the  a 
patriotic  mind  that,  if  posaibl 
and  pernicious  a  practice. 

The  purpttse  of  our  present 
request,  at  the  desire  of  the  c 
to  superintend,  that  we,  the  i 
be  antliorined  and  enabled,  in 
best  seem  meet,  to  prevent  am 
for  sale  or  barter,  or  used  as  ai 
settlement  of  Indians  that  may 
the  limitfl  of  your  jurisdiction. 


n.  m  m.*s' 
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a  magistrate  of  each  township  to  cause  the  enumeration  of  the  free 
males,  inhabitants  of  Wayne  county,  to  be  taken  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. I  was  lucky  in  finding  an  opportunity  for  Michilimackinac 
and  receive  the  return. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  general  return  of  the  free 
males  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  of  the  four 
townships  of  Wayne  county.  Your  Excellency  will  see  that,  on 
the  return  of  Michilimackinac,  there  are  seven  hundred  savages  or 
hired  men  to  merchants  for  the  Indian  trade,  over  and  above  the 
residenters  at  that  place.  It  is^  as  I  am  informed  by  the  magistrates 
at  that  post,  about  one-half  only  of  the  savages  resorting  thither 
every  summer,  but  the  other  half  is  composed  of  Canadians  coming 
from  Montreal,  of  course  not  entitled  to  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  There  are  many  people  omitted  in  the  returns,  par- 
ticularly in  Sargent  and  Hamtramck  townships,  as  you  will  see  by 
the  return  certified  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  etc. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  no  time  has  been  lost 
since  the  receipt  of  your  orders,  and  that  no  opportunity  before  this 
has  offered  to  forward  the  return  to  the  scat  of  government. 

Very  little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  taking  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  people,  but  a  very  great  one  will  exist  in  finding  men 
fit  to  represent  the  county  in  General  Assembly,  if  organized.  The 
beat  informed,  in  general,  are  the  British  subjects,  who,  by  their 
own  election,  of  course,  are  not  eligible,  and  I  do  not  know  one 
single  Canadian  who  understands  English  enough  to  be  a  represent- 
ative. We  have  three  or  four  gentlemen  who  would  do  very  well, 
but  their  occupations  are  such  that  I  am  afraid  will  not  admit  of 
their  absence.  The  Canadians  now  feel  the  want  of  education,  and 
are  anxious  for  an  opj)ortunity  of  getting  their  children  taught  to 
read  and  write,  and  especially  the  English  language. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  command- 
ant of  this  post  lias  granted  an  acre  of  ground  on  the  commons  ad- 
joining the  t(3wn,  to  be  used  as  a  burying-ground  for  the  Roman 
Catholics.  This  grant  answers  a  very  good  purpose,  as  their  old 
burying-ground,  adjoining  their  church,  and  within  the  pickets,  is 
so  full  that  it  is  a  real  public  nuisance,  and  has  been  presented  as 
such  by  several  grand  juries. 

I  have  heard  that  the  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Joseph 
seem  disposed  to  do  mischief.  My  information  is  from  James  May, 
Esq.,  one  of  our  justices,  who  lately  received  a  letter  from  his  friend 
Mr.  Burnet,  merchant  at  St.  Joseph.    This  information  has  been  com- 


General  St.  Ci.ai 


Sir: — 1  have  received  a  peli 
iit  liphitll'of  nuniberB  of  respei 
Hamilton  liviog  above  the  ni 
onsuLii;:  (lection,  and  whereii 
the  people  living  beyond  tht 
C<>ngrp,-H  can  be  admitted  to  vi 
would  W  very  Batiefactory  to  i 
yonr  ivislies,  but  it  seems  to  be 

The  (|iiestioo  haa  been  brou^ 
sideitd  ttitentively,  and  my  on 
titled,  liiii  I  would  not  depend 
eubmitiod  the  question  to  the  ] 
was  dpi-idedly  against  the  righ' 

You  "ill  consider  that  the  r 
who  hold  lands  either  by  freeh' 
simple.  Now,  none  of  you  1 
You  hold  under  Judge  Synimi 
titles,  aui,  indeed,  nothing  b 
which  he  says  ought  to  Ik  fi 
party  witli  whom  the  contrac 
fulfill.  If  the  judge  held  no  o 
pris*d  in  that  claim,  he  himsel 
ymi  niu»i  be  sensible  that  the  il 
lier  can  add  no  rights  that  tl 
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to  hold  in  freehold  or  fee  simple  that  gives  the  right,  and  not  money, 
and  you  know  very  well  that  if  you  should  buy  land  and  pay  your 
money  for  it  of  a  person  who  had  not  a  title  to  the  land,  you  would 
not  get  the  land ;  and  so  here,  from  your  having  paid  your  money 
to  Judge  Syrames,  you  can  not  get  the  right  to  vote,  because  he 
would  not  have  that  right  from  those  lands  as  he  now  holds  them. 
But  I  hope  and  trust  you  will  not  lose  your  lands.  Long  before 
another  election  it  will  be  settled,  and  then  you  will  all  be  entitled 
to  vote. 

You  think  because  the  people  who  own  houses  and  lots  in  the 
towns,  who  are  not  within  the  word  of  the  Ordinance,  are  allowed 
to  vote,  that  the  privilege  should  be  extended  to  you  likewise ;  but 
reflect  that  the  qualification  required  is  the  holding  of  real  estate, 
and  that  there  was  not  a  town  in  the  Territory,  nor  any  great  likeli- 
hood that  there  would  be  any  before  there  would  be  inhabitants 
enough  of  that  description  to  make  laws  for  themselves.  If  it  had 
been  foreseen,  it  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  provided  for.  Acci- 
dent has  made  towns  shoot  up,  and  the  owners  have  laid  out  a  great 
deal  of  money  on  their  houses  and  lots,  to  the  benefit  of  this  coun- 
try, and  they  hold  them  in  fee  simple,  so  that  they  are  clearly  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Ordinance,  though  not  within  the  word  of  it. 

But  you  think  because  you  have  paid  taxe^s,  you  should  be  allowed 
to  vote.  The  taxes  you  have  paid  have  been  county  rates  only,  for 
the  support  of  the  county  you  inhabit.  That  the  people  that  are 
living  over  the  Miami  have  not  paid  any  yet,  is  because  they  were 
made  a  part  of  the  county  of  Hamilton  too  late  to  be  taxed  last 
year,  and  were  too  far  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  county  they 
live  in  to  be  taxed  in  that,  but  another  year  they  will  be  included  in 
the  taxation  of  Hamilton ;  and,  besides,  the  having  paid  taxes  is 
not  a  condition  here  as  to  tlie  right  of  voting. 

It  was,  no  doubt,  from  your  numbers  being  taken  into  the  account 
that  the  five  members  were,  but  what  advantage  would  it  be  to  you 
that  the  number  was  restricted  to  the  proportion  one  for  every  five 
hundred  within  the  county?  The  more  members  you  have,  the 
more  weight  you  will  have  in  the  legislature,  and  the  better  the  in- 
terest of  the  county,  and  your  particular  interests,  will  be  attended 
to;  and,  if  your  members  were  to  l>e  thrown  out,  which  can  not 
be  done,  for  you  are  inhabitants  of  the  county,  still  it  would  1x3  en- 
titled to  five  members,  for,  by  some  mistake,  I  understand,  the 
members  below  the  Miami  were  not  given  in. 

The  above  statement  will,  I  hope,  satisfy  you  that  you  have  been 
thought  of,  and  that,  for  this  time,  you  must  rest  satisfied  even  for 


t 


I  huvc  been  thus  i«irticulur  tlnit  I 
tion  in  mj  power.' 

Address  of  th£ 
Qaitlemat  cf  the  Hoiut  of  Amemhl 
oommon  course  for  the  Executive  to 
the  legislature  before  the  other  is  co 
occaaioD  of  your  first  meetiug,  an  oc 
oongratulste  you,  that  it  was  consi 
Mderable  time  muBt  elapse  before  t 
Two  matters  will  immediately  claii 
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tion  of  your  own  body  by  the  appointment  of  a  speaker,  a  clerk, 
and  other  necessary  officers,  and  the  nomination  of  persons  for  the 
council.  You  will  see  by  the  Ordinance  that  ten  must  be  nomi- 
nated, five  of  whom  will  be  appointed  and  commissioned. 

As  many  counties  from  which  you  come  are  at  a  great  distance, 
your  going  back  to  them  and  returning  again  when  the  council 
shall  be  formed,  would  be  attended  with  much  trouble  to  yourselves 
and  considerable  cost  to  the  public ;  and  for  the  House  to  adjourn 
and  the  members  from  the  distant  counties  to  remain  here  during 
that  interval,  would  subject  them  to  an  unreasonable  private  ex- 
pense, I  have  supposed  that  until  the  council  shall  come  forward, 
your  time  may  be  usefully  employed  in  preparing  bills  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  them,  and  you  will  be  at  leisure  deliberately  to  consider 
any  amendments  or  alterations  which  they  may  suggest ;  and  you 
will  find,  gentlemen,  that  the  business  which  will  come  before  you 
is  of  considerable  magnitude. 

That  part  of  the  Territorial  code  which  relates  to  civil  matters 
requires  lx)th  alterations  and  additions,  and  nearly  all  the  laws  re- 
lating to  crimes  and  punishments  are  of  very  doubtful  obligation, 
as  well  as  some  of  civil  laws,  and  those  for  regulating  the  militia. 

The  laws  of  doubtful  obligation  are  all  those  which  have  been 
made  by  the  late  legislature.  They  never  had  power  to  make  laws. 
The  codes  of  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  at  the  time  the  Ordinance 
for  the  government  of  this  Territory  was  passed,  were  thrown  open 
before  them,  and  they  were  empowered  to  select  from  all,  or  any  of 
them,  such  laws  as  they  might  judge  to  be  proper  and  necessary, 

proclamation,  for  tho  purpose  of  nominating  ten  persons,  from  whom  the 
President  was  to  select  live  to  constitute  a  legislative  Council.  The  Repre- 
sentatives were: 

From  the  County  of  Washington — Paul  Fearing  and  Return  Jonathan 
Meigg. 

From  the  County  of  Hamilton — William  McMillan,  William  Goforth,  Aaron 
Cad  well,  Robert  Henham,  John  Ludlow,  John  Smith,  and  Isaac  Martin. 

From  the  County  of  St.  Ciair — Shadrach  Bond. 

From  the  County  of  Knox — John  Small. 

From  the  County  of  Randolph  —John  Edgar. 

From,  the  County  of  Jcffernon — James  Pritchard. 

From  the  County  of  Ross — Thomas  Worthington,  Edward  Tiffin,  Samuel 
Findley,  and  Elias  Langham. 

From  the  County  of  Adttms — Joseph  Darlington  and  Nathaniel  Massie. 

From  the  County  of  Wayne — Solomon  Sibley,  Jacob  Visgar,  and  Charles 
F.  Chobart  do  Joucaire. 

After  nominating  for  the  legislative  Council,  the  Douse  adjourned  to  meet 
at  the  same  place  on  the  16lh  September  following. 
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bated,  aud  UDanimoualy  condem 

pealod,  and  utiiere  adopted  in  tli 

for  it,  the  Bialut©  book  would  h. 

fortUBatcly,  it  waa  recurred  to  al 

tlemeti  wiudlude  not  to  intermi 

the  immediale  repeal  of  all,  aud 

necessary  to  prepare  bills  in  orde 

tiiin  iif'wiiioli  will  be  unquestion 

militia  you  will  doubtless  eonsidf 

the  means  of  providing  a  revenui 

must  necessarily  be  wanted,  and 

meet  the  debts  already  incurred 

subject,  and  many  others  will  co 

gentlemen,  that  your  time  will 

conclude  to  proceed  in  the  way  J 

mend,  some  other  communication 

the  choice  of  a  speaker,  will  be  I 

When  you  shall  communicate 

you  nominate  for  the  council,  I  re 

in  which  yon  wish  to  have  them 

the  United  States ;   that  is,  whetli 

an  express  should  be  employed  to 

Teyance  by  post. 

It  is,  gentlemen,  a  very  picasan 
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Governor  St.  -Clair  to  the  President. 

Cincinnati,  February  6,  1799. 
Sir: — I  have  this  day  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
be  laid  before  you,  a  certificate  from  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the 
nomination  of  ten  persons  whom  they  have  selected  for  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  conformably  to  the  Ordinance  of  Congress  for  the 
Government  of  the  Territory,  five  of  whom  are  to  receive  your 
commission.  It  does  not  appear  by  what  rule  they  have  been  in- 
serted in  the  certificate ;  that  is,  whether  those  who  had  the  most 
voices,  or  that  were  first  voted  for,  are  placed  first.  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  place  them  below  geographically,  beginning  with  the 
most  eastern,  and  to  annex  the  counties  in  which  they  respectively 
reside: 

David  Vance,  Jefferson  county. 
Robert  Oliver,  Washington. 
William  Patton,  Ross. 
Joseph  Darlington,  Adams. 
Jacob  Burnet,  Hamilton. 
James  Findlav,  Hamilton. 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  Jr.,  Hamilton. 
Richard  Allis?ou,  Hamilton. 
Henry  Vanderburgh,  Knox. 
William  St.  Clair,  St.  Clair. 

I  am  personally  acquainted  with  all  of  them,  except  Patton  and 
Darlington,  who  have  not  been  very  long  in  the  country,  and  mi- 
grated from  Virginia,  but  are  men  of  good  character.  Indeed,  all 
of  them  are  unexceptionable,  though  some  of  them  are,  no  doubt, 
better  qualified  for  such  a  station  than  others.  Mr.  Vance  is  a  re- 
spectable man,  of  good  understanding;  so  is  Mr.  Oliver.  Mr. 
Burnet  and  Mr.  St.  Clair  are  two  young  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  and 
of  handsome  abilities.  Mr.  Findlav  is  in  trade,  and  Mr.  Allison  is 
a  physician.  Mr.  Vanderburgh  has  been  in  trade,  and  Mr.  William 
St.  Clair  is  now.  He  was  formerly  a  resident  at  Detroit,  and  was 
obliged  to  leave  it,  for  refusing  to  serve  in  the  militia  to  aid  the 
savages  against  this  part  of  the  country,  and  threw  himself  on  my 
protection.  Ho  has  been  settled  at  Cahokia  about  nine  years.  The 
population  of  the  counties  of  liandolph,  St.  Clair,  Ross,  and  Wayne 
may  be  about  equal  to  the  county  of  Hamilton ;  and  the  ^wq  coun- 
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uf  a  gcuCk'iimu,  uiid  s 
agrwnblc  »f  attic  salt.  Happy  urn 
countenanced,  encimiuged,  and  pr 
Territory.  Altliough  your  wish  thi 
emlly  n-mt  is  very  tlattering  to  mi 
confidt'nt  tliat  they  will  do  much  } 
wwlum  by  oxptTifiK-<-  in  matters  ot 
ftll  such  systenifi  by  slight  earcasm 
democrary,  I  §ay  limt  theory  is  alti 
ernments,  as  well  ui-  experience,  ] 
lecturu. 

GovEKNOE  St.  Clair  ■ 

Sir: — I  have  been  honored  with 
17th  May,  which  arrived  here  at  a 
excursion  to  Pennsylvania  in  onier  t 
try,  and  obviate  the  necessity  of  thi 

The  approbation  you  have  been  pli 
I  took  the  liberty  to  inclose  to  you 
great  satisfaction,  and  it  would  Imp] 
good  manners  not  to  acknowledge  it 
isfied,  and  I  am  truly  happy  that  tli 
to  BO  excellent  ajudge.     It  has  drav 
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newspapers,  at  the  time  the  cry  against  the  alien  and  sedition  laws 
was  loud.  The  reference  made  in  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Nich- 
olas's letter  to  those  publications,  caused  a  demand  for  them  that 
the  printer  could  not  satisfy,  and  I  thought  it  might  do  some  good 
to  have  them  republished  together,  and  I  beg  the  favor  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  accept  a  copy  as  a  testimony  of  my  respect.  Al- 
though I  was  very  sensible  that  a  weak  advocate  often  hurts  a  good 
cause,  and  that  the  subject  must  necessarily  lead  me  into  a  path 
with  which  I  was  but  very  little  acquainted,  it  appeared  to  be  nec- 
essary to  check  the  current,  which  sometimes  a  very  slight  obstruc- 
tion will  effect  when  it  has  risen  to  any  considerable  height,  and  I 
have  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  that  effect  produced  here  in  a  good 
degree. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  op  State. 

Cincinnati,  O.,  July,  1799. 

Sir: — I  am  this  day  honored  with  your  letter  of  19th  June,  and 
a  copy  of  the  deed  to  Judge  Symnies  and  his  associates  for  a  tract 
of  laud  between  the  Great  and  Little  Miami  Rivers. 

I  think  it  is  probable  that  the  reserved  lots  in  the  several  town- 
ships have  been  ascertained,  because  I  am  informed  that  the  whole 
of  the  lauds  granted  have  been  surveyed  and  sold.  But  I  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  surveys  have  been  in  so  inaccurate 
a  manner,  that  it  is  most  likely  the  whole  must  be  re-surveyed.  The 
north  and  south  lines  are  not  parallel  to  each  other,  some  of  them  di- 
verging so  far  as  make  a  difference  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and 
some  of  them  approaching  considerably,  and  the  east  and  west  lines 
have  not  been  run  at  all.  Whether  the  reservation  about  Fort 
Washington  has  been  laid  out,  I  can  not  certainly  inform  you, 
though  I  think  it  has.  But  I  am  most  certain  that  the  College 
Township  has  not,  and,  until  I  received  your  letter,  I  never  heard 
of  the  reservation  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Great  Miami. 

It  may,  perhaps,  surprise  you,  that  an  object  of  so  much  conse- 
quence to  the  settlement  as  the  township  for  the  support  of  an 
academy,  which  township  was  to  be  approved  by  the  Governor, 
should  not  have  been  attended  to  by  him.  That  the  Governor  had 
any  agency  in  the  business  never  came  to  my  knowledge.  An  aj)- 
plication  was  made  by  some  of  the  inhabitants,  requesting  that  I 
would  call  on  Mr.  Symmes,  to  cause  it  to  be  laid  out,  and  the  per- 
son who  made  the  application  assured  me  that  he  had  seen  his 
patent,  and  that  it  was  one  of  the  conditions  that  a  township,  to 


thiii  livcrv  oiiKT  Kitnh'  tinvii-;tii|i 
mil;  thiithu  w..svvilli(it,'to]n,-„K. 
Ix' ;i|}iiri)vi'il  of.  Himii  iif'tiTSViinls 
luotle  iu  writiii^',  in  form,  but  1  liu 
one-half  of  it  had  been  Bold  U>  ft' 
was  actually  peadiog  for  the  ^ec«^ 
gymmee.  Independent  of  that,  it 
(^Tery  indifierent  quality,  and,  ur 
not  meet  my  approbation.  It  liae 
ter  before  the  Legislature,  that  buc 
Congress  as  they  should  think  proj 
way  of  proceeding. 

It  is  a  very  great  doubt  with  n 
latitude  has  been  run  in  any  jmrt  ( 
all  the  lines  have  been  run  witl 
tion;  and,  without  a  variety  of  ins 
subdivisions  should  be  accurate. 

I  expect  to  see  Major  Ludlow  tl 
the  next  post  to  inform  you  of  tb 
tainty. 

I  observe  that  the  location  near 
as  well  as  the  villages  about  For 
especially  appointed  by  the  Presid. 
within  two  years  after  the  di»te  of 

» Eitrnct  of  tho  patent  of  John  C.  S, 
Bepteiiiber,  1794: 

"It  is  hereby  declarfd.  that  onn  com 
miles  FquHre,  to  be  located  with  the  : 
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passed  nor  the  appointment  made,  it  would  seem  that  those  reserva- 
tions are  gone. 

The  law  for  selling  the  lands  claimed  by  Judge  Symmes  under 
his  contract  with  the  Board  of  Treasury,  but  beyond  the  northern 
boundary  of  his  patent,  has  given  a  very  great  alarm  to  the  people 
settled  thereupon,  and  they  are  very  numerous.  The  intention  was 
clearly  to  secure  all  those  who  had  written  contracts  with  the  judge 
before  a  certain  day,  but  there  are  great  numbers  sate  down  under 
verbal  contracts,  and  on  the  faith  of  his  assurance  that  he  had  never 
relinquished  that  contract,  and  would  contest  his  right  under  it. 
From  almost  all  of  them  he  has  received  money  in  part  payment, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  law%  he  positively  refuses  to  return,  and 
from  that  circumstance  many,  who  are,  or  at  least  appear  to  be,  very 
willing  to  take  the  lands  on  the  terms  held  out  to  them  by  the  law, 
are  unable  to  make  the  just  payment  at  the  time  required,  and  are 
much  agitated  by  the  fear  of  losing  the  right  of  pre-emption.  There 
are  others,  I  am  informed,  who  talk  plainly  of  holding  their  posses- 
sions by  force  of  arms,  and  it  has  been  hinted  to  me  that  they  are 
stimulated  to  it  by  the  judge.  Should  you  think  it  proper  to  pro- 
ceed in  that  way,  there  are  some  respectable  men  whose  depjsitions 
can  be  taken,  and  indeed  I  have  little  doubt  of  the  fact.  At  the 
same  time,  it  requires  consideration  lest  a  premature  step  should  in- 
crease the  evil. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Cincinnati,  Augtid  lOthy  1799. 
Sir; — I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  3d  instant.  The 
alarm  amongst  the  inhabitants  on  account  of  the  Indians  has  been 
increasing  daily.  The  twenty  miles  of  frontier  of  this  county  has 
been  abandoned,  and  small  forts  erected  in  many  places  where  the 
j)eople  have  assembled,  witli  the  purpose,  as  they  declare,  of  de- 
fending them,  but  a  very  considerable  number  have  retired  into 
Kentucky,  and  if  any  thing  serious  should  supervene,  a  much 
greater  number  would  follow  them.  At  the  same  time,  the  Indians 
seem  no  little  alarmed  at  this  movement  of  theirs,  being  as  they 
pretend  themselves  in  very  great  fear.  Two  days  ago  four  of  the 
Shawanese  arrived  here  to  give  assurance  to  me  that  their  nation 
had  no  ill  designs  against  the  white  people,  but  were  themselves  very 
apprehensive  of  the  Chickasaws,  and  had  also  heard  that  a  great 
army  of  whites  were  on  their  way  to  attack  them.  The  Chickasaws, 
they  pretend,  are  constantly  about  their  towns ;  though  with  all  their 


■s.  lUii)  : 


Vu 


1.1  t\wv 


whidi  tliey  gavo  tifCiiiitiiin  JIcLi'ii 
maods  on  theDorthsidcoftheDetn 
tniiufk,  iiiiil  I  liiivi-  inclosed  it. 

I  lliKuglit  to  Bi'ud  Bomething  fu 
agent',  will)  Imd  Ik.'i'I1  sent  to  reas 
which  I  have  also  inclosed.  It  is  i 
of  the  third  will  draw  from  them 
]iea<.'<?Hble  intentions,  and,  if  it  doe 
eluded  that  their  views  are  averse. 
jHvrl  to  di'velop  them  that  I  can  he 
Wi'H.s  to  be  [liirtieiilurly  attentive  i 
iif  witeh  wliite  nil  II  iiB  are  amongst 

1  received  a  letter  from  Major  C 
forming  me  that  all  the  Indian  st 
and  were  probably  arrived  there  ai 
or  soon  will  be  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Miami,  which  has  lately  been  ver 
portation.  I  have  written  to  the 
delivery.  The  meeting  of  (he  Ic 
attending  in  person.  In  that  ca> 
would  go  out,  but  I  mentioned  tl 
him  or  to  me,  and  you  have  not  b' 
to  be  defrayed. 
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and  not  without  reason,  having  been  hitherto  governed  by  laws 
adopted  or  made  by  persons  in  whose  appointments  they  had  no 

not  a  quorum  of  either  body  present,  and  adjournment  was  had  from  day  to 
day. 

The  legislative  council  organized  by  the  election  of  Henry  Vanderburgh, 
president,  and  W.  C.  Schenck,  clerk. 

Sept.  2M. — The  House  of  Representatives  proceeded  to  the  election  of  offi- 
cers. Edward  Tiffin  was  chosen  speaker;  John  Reily,  clerk,  in  place  of 
Charles  Killgore,  who  had  been  appointed,  temporarily,  at  the  first  meeting, 
and  declined  to  serve  longer;  Abraham  Gary,  sergeant-at-arms,  and  James 
Lowes,  door-keeper. 

On  the  same  day  the  following  business  was  transacted: 
Messrs.  Langham,  Smith  and  Worthington  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  prepare  rules. 

Messrs.  Kdgar,  McMillan,  Benham,  Darlington  and  Findley  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Messrs.  Goforth,  Massie  and  Smith  were  appointed  a  standing  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Ordered — That  the'  residue  of  the  members  not  appointed  to  any  committee 
be  considered  a  standing  Committee  of  Claims. 

Committees  were  appointed  to  consider  subjects  inviting  legislative  action 
us  they  arose,  as  the  following  abstract  from  the  records  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  sliows: 

Thursday,  SepfrKJih. — A  petition  of  John  Harrison  and  William  Sullivan, 
praying  for  an  act  to  establish  a  town  in  the  Illinois  grant,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ohio,  above  the  rapids.  Ordered — That  said  petition  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  propositions  and  grievances,  said  committee  to  consist  of 
Messrs.  McMillan,  Worthington  and  Darlington. 

Committee  appointed  to  drauglit  and  prepare  a  militia  law,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Massie,  Findley  and  Worthington. 

Committee  of  three  appointed  to  j^repare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  defining 
and  regulating  elections,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Small,  Langham  and 
Benhum. 

Committee  of  three  appointed  for  preparing  and  bringing  in  a  bill  for 
opening  and  regulating  highways — Messrs.  McMillan,  Smith  and  Darling- 
ton. 

Committee  of  three  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  prevention  of  vice 
and  immoiality — Messrs.  Findloy,  Smith  and  Darlington. 

Committee  appointed  for  bringing  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  disposition 
of  estrays,  composed  of  Messrs.  Goforth,  Ludlow  and  Edgar. 

Committee  appointed  for  regulating  the  fees  of  all  civil  officers,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  McMillan,  Worthington  and  Darlington. 

Committee  appointed  for  the  regulating  of  taverns  and  other  public 
bouses,  Composed  of  Messrs.  Bond,  Pritchard  and  Cadwell. 

Friday^  Sept.  ^Ith. — Mr.  Goforth,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  several  officers  of  the  late  Virginia  line  praying 
for  toleration  to  bring  their  slaves  into  this  Territory,  on  the  military  lands 
between  the  Little  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers,  reported  that  the  prayer  of  the 


Mi>*-^r^.  Cii^lw.'ll,  I,u<IJ.:«- i.ri.l  Murliii. 

S.iiu,-ln,,.Sej,l.-2^lh.  -  Aiiiitl.cr  mrdilH-r, 
pi-arcU  and  touk  \\U  n'ux  in  t)io  llmiM.-. 

Apatltionofnniimberor  Hie  uitizcna  ol 
Ibt  bna«a  And  rcn^l.  setting  forth  tlic  ei 
count)',  knd  tlio  pmliibility  of  iu  being  div 
tfant  tn  RVfiM  iinM!<'''5Mry  expense  in  ornci 
b«  randertMl  um-Il'^s  when  a  division  of  tliu 
tuwn  lit  ManclinBtnr.  being  healthy  and  pl( 
the  Ulilii,  Hiid  iii;nrly  central  as  to  the  iowi 
taUisbed  IU  tliD  hcnX  of  jiistli^  Tor  the  said 

Ordnrod — Thiit  thr  said  petition  l>e  referi 
tionaund  Qriuvaiices, 

IWii/ny,  Of.l.  !»/,— Mr.  Joseph  Carpentei 

islnturi)  by  tlio  nonourrent  action  oftlie  two 

WU  appointed  miin<':'-at-arni9  for  both  liou! 

Ordered — -n  cumiiiiiteetobe  appointi^d  to  I 

rf^ulnting  roveniii^,   Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Masaie 

Hr.  Langham  prescntiMl  a  bill  to  define  i 
read  the  fifth  time. 

A  committee,  conitUting  of  Mr.  Langht 
lin^ton,  appointed  to  bring  in  bill  for  reg 
mid  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  magistral 

Wednadag,  Ocl.  2rf,— Mr.  Kindl»y  prespi 
vice  and  immorality,  which  wna  read  first  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Tucsda; 

Thuraday,  Oct.  id,—\  petition  from  «eve 
of  Franklin,  in  the  county  of  Hamilton,  •* 


MAta 
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made  by  their  own  representatives  was  very  natural,  and  I  con- 
gratulate them  and  you,  gentlemen,  that  you  are  now  met  for  that 
purpose.  It  is  not  improper,  however,  that  I  should  here  remark 
that,  how  desirable  soever  it  may  be,  in  the  infancy  of  the  colony 

Mr.  Goforth,  Mr.  Edgar,  and  Mr.  Cad  well  appointed  a  committee  for 
regulating  inclosiires. 

Findnt/f  Oct.  4ih. — The  stylo  of  all  laws  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  Be  it 
enacted  by  the  Legislative  Couneil  and  Hou^e  of  Representatives  in  General 
Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that,  etc. 

Mr.  Benham,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Francis  Dunlavy  (asking  for  admission  as  a  mem- 
ber), made  a  report,  which  was  read;  whereupon,  it  was  resolved  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Isaac  Martin  was  duly  elected  a  representa- 
tive for  the  county  of  Hamilton. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  whole  House  do  agree  with  the.com- 
mittee  on  the  said  resolution.     Yeas,  9  ;  nays,  8. 

Saturday,  Oct.  hth. — The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions  on 
the  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

The  report  consisted  of  a  series  of  resolutions,  which  were  considered 
seriatim  and  adopted.  They  provided  for  levying  a  tax  for  Territorial  pur- 
poses, on  lands,  houses  in  towns,  marriage  licenses,  and  on  judicial  writs; 
for  county  purposes,  a  poll-tax,  a  tax  on  horses  and  cattle,  above  three  years 
old,  on  stallions,  on  taverns,  on  retailing  merchandise,  and  on  ferry  licenses. 
Ordered  to  be  embodied  in  a  bill. 

Ordered — that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  relief  (if  insolvent  debtors,  and  that  Messrs.  Findlay,  Darling- 
ton, and  Smith  bo  the  said  committee. 

Ordered — that  Mr.  Small  acquaint  the  council  therewith. 

Monday,  Oct.  7th. — A  message  from  the  council,  informing  the  House  that 
they  had  appointed  Mr.  Burnet  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  council,  to 
confer  with  a  committee  from  the  House  on  the  most  proper  mode  of  certify- 
ing the  appointment  of  W.  H.  Harrison,  Esq.,  to  represent  this  Territory  in 
Congress,  and  for  making  a  joint  communication  of  it  to  the  Governor. 

Messrs,  Massie  and  Sibley  were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  ^t/i. — A  petition  from  several  of  the  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship of  Cliillicothe,  in  the  county  of  Ross,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read,  praying  for  leave  to  make  a  lottery  to  raise  three  thousand  dollars  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Presbyterian  church  in  that  town. 

Referred  to  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Thursday,  Oct.  lOt/i. — Ordered — that  Mr.  Massie  and  Mr.  Worthington  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  conler  with  a  committee  of  council  to  prepare  pe- 
tition to  Congress,  praying  that  the  representative  of  this  Territory  be  en- 
titled to  the  privilege  of  voting  as  well  as  debating  in  Congress. 

[It  being  found  that  such  a  proposition  was  a  violation  of  the  Ordinance, 
the  matter  was  dropped.] 

Wednesday,  Oct.  Idth. — Three  several  petitions  from  a  number  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  county  of  Hamilton,  were  presented  to  the  House,  and  read, 
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it  «ns  n  it  piMCti cable,  ami  tlial  the  BT§tpin  apjKiintod  by  CoDgrea 
was  well  adaiilod  to  the  state  of  society  whieli  was  I'j  follow,  au(i, 
necessarily,  continue  fijr  some  time,  is  full  of  wisdom  aiid  bttnignity. 
The  taws  of  all  of  the  Stales  of  the  Union  were  laid  open  befStre  the 

Betting  forth  llio  txtensive  boumlary  of  Mid  uounly.  and  pmying  that  the 
Bonn.'  miiy  bo  divided  into  four  counties,  rercrrcd  lo  M^sra.  B^nliam,  Smith. 
MeigE,  MHbsiii,  and  LanghHm. 

Friday.  Oei.  ISth. — Hr.  M'MIIUii,  from  Committee  of  PropiMitions  iind 
GrievancpB,  for  the  rcniovnl  of  the  lont  of  jiutica  of  Adams  founlj-  lo  Man- 
chester, mxdu  report  I  whereupon, 

Saetli-ei/,  TliHt  llie  hjwn  of  Hftnohester  be  eatiiblisbed  as  the  ieat  of  jos. 
Hce  f.T  fuoh  county. 

A  [lulition  from  oilizens  of  Adiime  county,  prdying  tbiit  thtt  enstem  end 
of  Iho  »iid  county  bo  laid  off  into  ■  Bepnratc  county,  and  the  seat  of  justice 
fixi'd  flt  Alexundrin.  at  the  mouth  of  Kciiilo, 

Referred  to  Menirn.  Ben hnm. Smith,  Meigf,  Musbiu,  nnd  f.nnjihiim. 

Fi-id-g,  Oel.  26^^— Nr.  Langhnm  pruaented  h  bill  for  the  divinion  of  the 
counties  of  Adums  nnd  Wtkihingtun 

Natiirday,  Qi-t.  S6M.— Muurs.  I^angham  anil  Qoforth  appointed  li>  bring  in 
a  bill  mukius  promissory  nutea  negutiiible, 

Monday,  Oei.  'iSth.—tH^irt.  Maesie  nnd  Worthingtnn  to  bring  in  bill  lo 
declnru  wliMt  strvuma  of  wulur  which  enter  the  Scioto  are  navigable. 

Rewired,  Thul  the  Governor  appoint  an  auditor  to  liquidate  the  iiccounU 
which  bavc  nnd  may  accrue  Hgaiiist  the  Territory. 

Re.v,lri-'l.  Th;il  Kiicli  audited  ccvtifl.'ales  sbnil  bi-nr  an  interest  of  sii  per 
cent.,  nnd  rci-eivcJ  for  piiymoiit  of  taxes  in  this  Territory,  and  rtdeeniable 
at  the  IVrritiiriul  Trensiiry  on  the  1st  of  Jitnuiiry,  one  thousand  eight  bun- 
drt-d  ami  tw.i  with  gold  or  silver  .'oin  enrrenl  of  the  United  Stales. 

R.isi,lr---I.  That  a  Territorial  TronMiier  bo  appointed  by  the  (Jovernor. 

W.-d>^c-l.,.i,  Oct.  aO(/i.— A  petitii-n  from  a  nuniber.if  citizens  of  tbe  county 
of  Hainill.iM.  pr.,yins  for  a  removal  of  the  scut  of  justice  from  Cincinnati  lo 
Mill  Crei'k.  between  «  illiani  I.udlowsniid.I.ieob  White's,  referred  to  Messrs. 
Benhnni,  Smith.  Meigs,  Ma^sle,  nnd  I.aiiLilianl. 

Two  petitions,  one  praying  for  n  new  n.iiiily  to  be  laid  off  in  the  county 
of  Hiimiltoii,  east  of  the  Little  Miami,  nnd  also  one  praying  that  the  scat 
of  justice  of  sii'h  new  county  bu  at  Uenham'^  town. 

Rei«'lfil,  Thut  (he  removal  of  thu  scat  of  justice  from  Cincinnati  to  Mill 
Creek  is  iinrc^i^oniible,  nuil  should  not  lie  granted. 

Fnih'i,  Aoi',  ]'il/i. — Messrs,  Langhiiiii  iind  Smith,  iippointed  to  bring  in 
bill  on  the  subject  of  perhons  esi'aping  into  this  Territory  from  whom  labor 
is  claimed  by  any  other  persons,  nnd  declaring  the  admission  of  persons  of 
color  by  indenture. 

S,it.ir</'ni,  A'oB.  HJ(/i.— A   message  from  the  Governor,  by  Mr.  Smith,  his 

".Ur.  Spratfr: — The  Governor  did  yes terdny  approve  and  sign  the  follow- 
ing nets,  to  wit: 
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Governor  and  judges  for  them  to  choose  from  amongst  them  all 
Buch  as  would  best  suit  the  circumstances  of  the  people.  It  is  true, 
however,  that  on  several  occasions  they  went  further,  and  laws  were 
enacted  by  them  of  their  own  authority.  Objections  were  made, 
ineffectually,  to  that  manner  of  proceeding ;  they  are  too  lengthy 

"'An  act  tu  mako  prumiaeory  notea  and  inland  bills  of  exchange  nego- 
tiable.' 

'-  'A  n  net  regulating  Hie  interest  of  moneys  and  filing  the  same  at  six  pur 
cent,  per  annum,  and  for  preventing  usury.' 

"'An  act  to  establish  und  regulate  ferries.' 

"'An  act  Hiilburizing  and  regulating  arbitrations;'  and  also 'An  a'^t  to 
prevent  trespassing  by  cutting  of  timber.' " 

Moiidny,  Nor.  18tA.—A  memorial  of  Tlionias  Fofej,  on  bebatf  of  himself 
and  several  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  Virginia  line,  on  tbe  continental  es- 
tnbtishment  of  the  liito  army  of  the  United  States,  was  presented  to  the 
bouse  and  read,  praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  authorizing  persons 
holding  slaves  under  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  they  require  that  species 
of  proi>erty,  and  removing  into  this  Territory,  to  bring  their  slaves  with 
them,  under  certain  restrictions. 

A  bill  to  lay  off  a  new  county  in  the  north-western  division  of  Hamilton. 
Teas,  8;  nays,  8.  In  the  afflrmalivc— Messrs.  Buiiliam,  Bond,  Edgar,  Go- 
forlh,  Lanjham,  Slassic,  Meigg,  Small, and  Worthinglon.  In  the  negative— 
Uesars.  Cadwell,  Darlington,  Fearing,  Findlay,  Martin,  Pritchard,  Sibley, 
and  Visgar. 

Messrs.  Fearing  and  Edgar  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  todeflne  the  duties 
of  county  treasurers. 

TutBiiiii/,  A'oi'.  19/A. — The  speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Governor,  accompanying  the  contract  between  tbe  Board  of  Treasury  and 
the  Directors  of  the  Ohio  Company.  A  copy  of  the  patent  to  thpm  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  An  extract  from  the  records  of  the 
Ohio  Company,  and  certain  estructa  from  the  journals  of  Congress. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Commiltee  on  the  Memorial  of  Thomas 
Posey,  and,  after  some  time  spent  Ihercon,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three,  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Taeidai),  Nov.  UOM.— Laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Governor, 
with  a  statement  of  moneys  received  and  the  appropriations  thereor  in  the 
Territorial  treasury.  Mr.  Langham  and  Mr.  Goforth  appointed  to  inquire 
Into  tbe  state  of  the  Territorial  treasury. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  27M,— Mr.  Findlay  laid  before  the  House  a  resolution  on 
tbe  subject  of  industry  and  frugality,  the  encouragement  of  home  manufact- 
ures, and  retrenching  unneccsaiiry  expenses.  Upon  being  read  a  first,  sec- 
ond, and  third  time,  it  was  adopted  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

W/irreae,  The  present  Bituiition  of  the  Territory  requires  of  her  citizens 
every  lawful  exertion  in  their  Individual  capacity  to  promote  her  interest 
and  extend  her  general  impirtimce,  which  can  only  be  effected  by  n  prudent 
management  of  domestic  loncorns,  by  a  strict  attention  to  industry  and 


The  St.  Oair  I'aptrs. 


1 


4-^2 

^»  bi'  repeatcil  licre,  ami  arc  tn  be  fotinil  in  my  ovurreitpondenco  with 
the  judge*,  on  record  with  the  K-crutary,  cojiii-s  nf  which,  it'depired,    , 
aliall  be  laid  before  the  houses.     The  reasons  that  iiidiitwd  me  W    ■ 
give  way  to  it  against  a  very  clear  mnvictiou  of  i\a  impropriety  it 

ft-ugiility,  by  JiiTOuntoninein^  idlunoM  und  dlwipiilUm,  liy  onrnuraglag 
home  man u fact  11  res,  and  by  n-trencliing  uiinnwiianry  oxpcnsn;  thefeforo, 

IUtalBr.d,  Thiit  thii  Houne  appulnt  h  euiiiriiilti^i^  In  prcpurH  nti  ndditfu  to 
the  ^nod  peuplu  uftbU  Territary,  nnromniniidiiig  alriot  Bttcntioii  to  tlis  tw- 
r<iri!  mentioned  objects. 

Ur.  Langlium,  trum  tb«  VL>rnmitteo  appi<1ntRd  for  that  purpose,  prMi-ntcd, 
according  to  order,  a  bill  to  flx  tlio  ti^rm*  of  tha  courts  of  ciitiiiiinn  plew*  and 
Tor  other  pur|insM,  which  wus  rcutl  tnire,  and  (irdnrcd  to  ba  iMinmittod  bi  ■ 
conimiltee  of  tlio  whole  Boueb  on  Monday  tieit. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  id. — A  bill  autborizing  .Mr.  Carey  ia  rni«r  a  lum  of  niAney 
by  way  of  lottery  was  negwlived. 

AppoitUmenis,  Dte.  \%th. — Hia  Exuellenoy  the  Oovcrnor,  hu9  been  plewrd 
to  appoint  Rico  Bullodc,  Esq.,  Auditor  ot  Public  Acoounla  for  the  Territory 
of  the  United  Sluteii  iiorlh-wwt  of  iho  Ubio.' 
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III.  Dutiuine  and  nisulutiiiB  iirivilofus. 

IT.  To  asccrlulii  the  number  of  freu  malo  hihnhllanla  of  the  age  of  twenty -on<^  i 
the  Torrllory  o(  Ihc  United  Elates  north-went  of  (lie  Uiicr  Ohio,  and  to  rcguLstc  th 
elections  of  rc|>reauiita[i  ve»  Inr  the  sumo. 

IS.  Kegulutin^  tlic  liriii^-  ot  whiiIs,  prairlei,  and  other  liiiidEi. 

in.  To  prevent  IbolnlriHliiclliinol  cplrltunus  llituors  into  ecrlain  Indian  loirns. 

•Si.  KaUhlisliingniid  regulating  the  mllUia. 

21.  Fur  opcniiii;  dikI  regulaiin!;  ].ubllc  nwls  anil  highways. 

•£1.  For  llio  tvlii't  of  poor  persun-i  lia]irisiiiicd  for  debt. 
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is  not  necessary  now  to  relate;  but  it  is  proper  that  I  should  observe 
to  you,  gejitleraen,  that  the  laws  so  made  are  of  very  doubtful  obli- 
gation Jiud  have  been  so  spoken  of  from  the  bench,  and  that  in  that 
class  will  be  found  nearly  all  the  laws  we  have  which  relate  to 
crimes  and  punishments,  the  militia  and  to  taxation.  You  will 
readily  perceive  that  these  will  claim  an  immediate  revision,  and 
that  they  be  either  repealed  and  others  substituted  in  their  place,  or 
be  confirmed  by  a  general  law  to  give  them  force. 

Amongst  the  various  subjects  that  will  come  under  your  delibera- 
tions, that  of  revenue  stands  very  forward.  The  means  of  provid- 
ing it  may,  perhaps,  be  considered,  gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  as  falling  properly  within  your  province,  but  it  is 
to  be  observed  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Ordinance  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Territory  which  excludes  the  Council  from  a  share 
in  the  formation  or  amending  any  bill,  of  what  nature  soever  it  may 
be,  and  the  business  of  revenue  will  require  the  united  wisdom  of 
both  houses  to  devise  the  means  whereby  it  may  be  adequate,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  as  little  burdensome  to  the  people  as  possible. 
No  law  now  exists  w-hich  has  revenue  directly  for  its  object,  except 
one  adopted  from  the  code  of  Kentucky  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  for  subjecting  unimproved  lands  to  taxation.  As  Ken- 
tucky was  not  a  State  when  this  government  was  erected,  the  va- 
lidity of  the  law  is  very  (juestionable,  and  the  measures  directed  <ci 
be  taken  when  the  assessed  taxes  are  not  paid  in  the  usual  way  and 
time,  are  not  very  intelligible.  It  is  very  desirable  that  all  laws 
should,  as  much  as  possible,  be  free  from  obscurity,  but  in  those 
that  relate  to  taxation  and  revenue  the  utmost  clearness  and  pre- 

27.  Allowing  and  reguluting  prison  bounds. 

28.  To  regubite  the  inclosing  iind  cultivating  of  common  fields. 

29.  Repealing  certain  laws  and  parts  of  laws. 

30.  For  allowing  comf»ensati(Mi  to  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  north-west  of  the 
River  Ohio,  and  to  the  ollicers  of  botli  houses. 

31.  Ixivying  a  Territorial  tax  on  land. 

32.  For  the  appointment  of  county  treasurers. 
.33.  To  encourage  the  killing  of  wolves. 

iW.  Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled,  "A  law  for  the  relief  of  the  poor." 

35.  For  allowing  compensation  to  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Territory  and  to 
the  persons  i>rosecuting  the  pleas  in  behalf  of  the  Territory  in  the  several  counties. 

36.  Apjjropriating  moneys  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  from  this  Territory, 
and  making  appropriation  for  the  ensuing  year. 

37.  Regulating  the  fees  of  the  constables  in  the  several  counties  within  this  Ter- 
ritory. 

SS.  To  regulate  county  levies. 

39.  Authorizing  the  inhabitants  of  the  fractional  townships  on  which  the  town  of 
Marietta  la  situated  to  lay  and  require  a  rent  or  tax  from  the  occupiers  of  the  fruc- 
tioaal  section  numbered  twenty-nine,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 
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cision  i9  caeential,  because  there  is  always  a  dispt^ition  pamcuSiIy'~ 
to  elude  the  openitiou  ul'  thi)se  laWH. 

An  effectual  sjat«nj  for  the  gDveronient  of  the  uiilitia,  for  reuder- 
ing  it  resi}?^ table ,  and  enabling  the  cuniniunity  to  derive  frutu  it 
thai  pr(>t(.'etii)n  and  defense  which  ta  always  couteni[t]aIed  Ui  result 
from  it,  ia  of  great  importauce,  pnrlicularly  by  rcaisou  of  our  ex- 
tensive fron^er,  bounded  by  savage  uatiotia.  Foud  of  war  a^  they 
are  from  cuatiim  and  the  habits  of  auvage  life,  it  ia  reasonable  to 
expect  we  shall  be  sometimes  embmilod  with  them;  the  militia 
Bbonld,  therefore,  be  so  oi^ranized  oa  to  Ix;  able  pniinplly  to  repel 
any  occaaioual  incuraion,  and  to  carry  war  luto  their  country  in  com 
it  should  be  necessary.  At  the  aame  time,  gentlemen,  yon  will  aee 
the  propriety  of  laws  conformable  to  the  public  treaties  of  the  na- 
tion for  protecting  them  in  their  stipulated  rights,  for  renrleriug  re- 
drew in  coses  of  injury  aud  wrong  easy  and  sure,  and  for  securing 
to  them,  in  their  intercourse  with  us,  a  humane,  a  just,  and  generous 
treatment.  By  such  means,  animosities  will  be  w<irn  out  on  both 
sidei^,  and  many  of  the  causes  ajid  incentives  to  war  obviated.  It 
ha.'i  been  beretnfore  a  great  reproach  to  those  who  lived  with  them, 
that  they  commnnieiited  to  them  the  vices  only  of  a  civdized  life. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  we  shall  wipe  away  that  reproach,  and  that,  by 
our  conduct  to  them  and  to  each  otiier,  they  may  be  led  to  obsen'e 
the  advantages  that  flow  in>m  roguJiir  tucii'ty,  to  embrace  if,  aud 
with  it  the  holy  religion  wo  iirotc",  wliifJi  inculcates  all  its  duties. 

The  beuefiti  that  rc-idt  fmni  ciirly  education,  and  due  im-tructioD 
in  the  principles  of  rdigion  arc  of  immense  value  to  every  country, 
and  are  so  obvious  that  an  attculion  to  thom  fiir  the  rising  genera- 
tion should  Ixj  pres»ed  u[H)n  you.  In  this  country  a  very  generous 
provision  has  Ixrt'u  made  for  ihem  bv  Congress,  but  has  not  yet 
come  into  o|K'raliou.  (.'ertiiin  sections  or  lots  of  land  have  been  re- 
served and  set  ajiart  for  the  cndowlngof  schools  and  the  mnintenaiicc 
of  public  worship.  They  arc,  ]iowc\cr,  only  «'t  apart  for  those 
puiiMises,  and  the  fee  of  the  wiij,  um  well  as  the  |>i>sses?ion,  is  still  in 
tlie  United  .States.  It  will  he  pn>jM-r  tliat  a  rcsjwctful  repnwenla- 
tion  be  made  to  Cimfrrcss,  praying  ihat  llicy  may  be  vested  iu 
triislees  in  sucli  mamu'r  as  may  apiM^iir  to  y<m  m<ist  consistent  with 
the  dcsisrn  tluit  tlie  community  may,  without  delay,  avail  themselves 
of  their  iH'iievolcnt  intentions. 

To  tlie  lots  for  ihe  maintenance  of  schools,  another  verv  liberal 
provi.-'ion,  in  the  same  sjiirit,  has  been  addeil,  but  from  which  no 
advantage  has  yet  derived  to  the  people,  ncitlier,  from  circumstances, 
can  any  advantage  ihnv  from  it  for  some  time  to  come.     A  com- 
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plete  township,  or  tract  of  land  of  six  miles  square,  to  be  located 
with  the  approbation  of  the  government  of  the  Territory  for  the 
time  being,  as  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  tract  of  land  granted  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  30th  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  1794,  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  his  associates,  and 
within  the  term  of  five  years  from  that  date,  has  been  excepted  out 
of  the  said  tract,  and  granted  to  them  **  in  trust  to  and  for  the  sole 
and  exclusive  intent  and  purpose  of  erecting  and  establishing 
therein  an  academy,  and  other  public  schools  and  seminaries  of 
learning,  and  for  endowing  and  supporting  the  same,  and  for  no 
other  intent  or  purpose  whatsoever."  From  thence  it  became  the 
duty  of  those  persons  to  lay  out  the  township,  which  has  not  been 
done ;  but  an  attempt  to  do  something  towards  it,  or  in  lieu  of  it, 
was  made  by  Judge  Symmes  on  the  24th  day  of  July,  1798.  He 
made  an  offer,  in  writing,  of  the  second  township  in  the  second  frac- 
tional range  of  townships  in  the  before-mentioned  tract  of  land,  and 
requested  that  it  might  l}e  **  aj)proved  of  and  proclaimed  as  the 
proper  township  for  the  purix)se  of  endowing  an  academy."  It  ap- 
peared to  me  improper  that  that  township  should  be  approved,  be- 
cause it  no  way  answered  the  description  of  the  one  granted  in  trust 
by  his  patent,  and  because  I  had  certain  information  that  claims 
lay  to  a  considerable  part  of  it,  and  that  a  suit  in  the  chancery 
court  of  the  United  States  to  compel  a  conveyance  was  actually 
depending. 

The  utmost  limit  of  the  time  allowed  to  Mr.  Symmes  and  his  as- 
sociates for  setting  out  that  township  is  at  hand,  and  Mr.  Symmes 
has  informed  me  verbally  that  he  has  not  an  entire  township  in  his 
possession,  except  the  one  which  has  been  refused  ;  it  will,  of  course, 
gentlemen,  be  proper  for  you  to  consider  of  the  measures  to  be  taken, 
in  order  that  the  public  may  not  be  defeated  in  this  very  generous 
concession. 

The  Ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  provides  that, 
so  soon  as  a  legislature  shall  be  formed  in  the  district,  the  council 
and  House  of  Representatives,  assembled  in  one  room,  shall  have 
authority,  by  joint  ballot,  to  elect  a  delegate  to  Congress,  with  a 
right  of  debating  but  not  of  voting  during  this  temporary  govern- 
ment. This  is,  gentlemen,  a  right  of  no  small  consequence,  for 
there  are  many  matters  of  considerable  importance  to  the  people 
that  must  come  before  and  be  decided  on  by  Congress,  and  can 
only  advantageously  be  brought  forward  and  managed  by  their 
delegate,  who,  if  the  choice  falls  (as  it  certainly  will)  upon  a  proper 
person,  although  he  will  have  no  vote,  he  will  not  l>e  without  influ- 
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ence,  and,  for  the  information  that  may  be  ncwwaary  to  I 
bers  imat^jiiainled  with  our  cirtumslanceB,  will  iialurally  be  resurrcd 
to ;  and  lie  will  have  au  C'lual  right  with  the  mt.-ni)>(.'rs  of  tbe  t^lal«8 
that  cimjpose  the  Uuiuu  Ui  propuse  fur  their  wiisiiienition  any  law 
that  may  apixiar  to  bu  uwful  to  the  nation  or  ti>  Ihc  Territory.  To 
tbe  electiuu  uf  the  delegate,  yuu  will  Iw  pleaded  to  attend  at  e-uch 
time   a»  may  uppcar  to  yon  most  pmiMT. 

Lawn  to  regulate  tho  clwrtion  of  mtmbcrs  of  the  legislature  a 
warning ;  hitherto,  the  nwde  of  eWling  them  has  l>een  prescribed  Ij 
the  Uoveruur,  and  in  BUcli  manner  as  appennKl  leant  esceptionnld 
It  is  hoped  it  may  meet  with  your  approliation. 

The  statute  laws  of  England  that  were  in  force  in  the  Americs 
colonies  of  a  later  date  than  the  4tli  year  of  King  Jamea  tlic  Fitst,  < 
have  not  been  adopted  here,  whereby  the  peojile  are  deprived  of 
many  excellent  regulations  in  use  iu  the  Uuilt'd  Stales,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  t-elchrated  writ  of  habeaa  corpus,  which  waa  not  brought 
into  practice  until  the  reign  of  Charlea  tbe  Beeond,  and  is  juat^J 
conaiderod  as  the  best  eeeiirity  against  illegal  and  oppres^^ivc  i 
pritfonings  that  was  cvi-r  invented.     It  may  ]te  pmper  that  all  of  " 
them,  down  to  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  which  are  not  inconsiet- 
cnt  with  the  principles  then  embraced,  should  be  declared  to  be  laws 
in  llic  Terrilory. 

Mu<-!i  inrodv.^nience  hii.<  been  cx|H.rienced  fmm  the  want  of  suf- 
ficient j;ii  Is  ill  the  wverjil  cfiunlies.  The  peciplc  in  many  of  iheni  have 
iK'cn  .sii-idkd  with  the  |>ayinent  of  large  sums  of  m<iney  in  cim*e- 
qoeiice  'if  tho  escajtes  of  prisoners  under  execution,  and  the  public 
viiidii-uiLuu  of  justice  of  the  county  has  been  often  eluded.  A;- 
till'  Llw  now  stitnds.  the  sherrHs  are  not  answerable  for  the  cscaj)ea 
of  pris'in<r-,  mid  while  they  have  either  no  jails,  or  such  as  are  not 
sufficiently  .-iceiire,  it  is  inircasonuhle  that  they  should  be  an.swerablc. 
But,  as  (he  law  wlii:'li  eximerales  tliein  may  lead  to  negligence  in 
them  and  their  under-' ifHeiTs,  it  would  Iw  proper  to  repeal  it,  and  to 
[lass  laws  tu  c'lrnpcl  the  irdiahltants  of  every  county  to  erect  proper 
jails  and  convenient  crairldmuses. 

Cousidci-iihlc  diffii'iilties  have  arisen,  and  much  injury  to  the  moral* 
and  lo  liio  .iisciplinc  of  iho  In.op-  of  the  United  States,  ha.-  resulted 
from  the  want  of  a  law  lo  prevent  liie  sale  of  spirituous  liiinoi-s  l> 
the  soldiery,  hy  per.-i.ns  lircnscd  1l>  vend  them  by  j^oiidl  nira^^ure:  it 
ought  to  he  picvciifeil  entirely,  and  severe  penalties  inilietod  on 
every  ju-rson  piirclia-iiig  from  the  soldiers,  or  exchanging  with  them 
any  pnrt  of  liicir  eliUhitig,  arms  rind  nccEiuiennents,  or  any  public 
property  which  may  be  occa.si<iually  In  their  care. 
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It  has  been  the  practice  of  some  of  the  couHties  to  make  the  au- 
thority of  every  constable  co-extensive  with  the  counties,  and  a 
heavy  mileage  for  the  service  of  process  has  been  allowed  them,  to 
the  great  oppression  of  the  more  indigent  part  of  the  community, 
and  defeathig  entirely  the  intention  of  subjecting  small  demands  to 
summary  decisions.  Constables  ought  to  be  confined  to  a  particular 
precinct,  beyond  which  they  should  have  no  authority ;  and  the  sub- 
divisions of  the  counties,  commonly  called  townships,  should  form 
those  precincts,  and  ought  not  to  be  more  extended  than  that  a  per- 
son could  travel  conveniently  from  end  to  end  of  them  in  the  course 
of  a  day. 

The  necessity  of  many  local  regulations  suited  to  particular  places, 
must  result  from  the  great  extent  of  the  Territory ;  these  will  be 
suggested  by  the  members,  who,  coming  from  every  part  of  it,  are 
best  acquainted  with  what  they  particularly  require. 

One  more  subject  had  like  to  have  escaped  me.  I  recommend 
it  to  you  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  of  money,  and  to  prevent,  if  it 
can  be  prevented,  the  practice  of  usury,  which  has  already  got 
footing  amongst  us. 

A  large  field  of  business  has  been  opened  to  you,  gentlemen,  and 
it  will  call  for  a  patient,  but  I  hojKi  not  a  painful  exercise  of  your 
faculties,  and  it  may  be  added  to  in  the  course  of  your  session,  by 
occasional  messages.  The  providing  for,  and  the  regulating  the 
lives  and  morals  of  the  present  and  of  the  rising  generations,  for 
the  repression  of  vice  and  immorality,  and  for  the  protection  of  in- 
nocence and  virtue,  for  the  security  of  property  and  the  punishment 
of  crimes,  is  a  sublime  employment;  every  aid  in  my  power  will  be 
most  willingly  afforded,  and  I  hope  we  shall  bear  in  mind  that  the 
character  and  manners  of  a  people,  and  their  happiness,  both  here 
and  hereafter,  depend  very  much  upon  the  spirit  and  genius  of  their 
laws. 


Reply  of  Cou^'CIL  to  tiie  Governor. 

September  28,  1799. 
Sir: — The  legislative  council  participate  with  your  Excellency  in 
the  pleasure  arising  from  a  vievv^  of  the  beneficial  change  which  has 
just  taken  place  in  the  administration  of  our  temporary  Govern- 
ment. While  we  regret  that  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary  for 
us  to  continue  so  long  under  its  first  stage,  we  most  heartily  concur 
in  opinion  with  your  Excellency  that  the  system  appointed  by  Con-, 
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gress  was  well  n^tapted  lo  the  slale  of  Aociety  whicli  was  n«l 
to  follow,  and  that  it  was  full  (if  wisdom  and  benignity,  abd  wc  mat 
ewrdially  embrace  this  first  <n)i>ortmiily  of  tcslifj-iug  our  gratitude  tl 
the  Federal  Government  for  the  {)BtcniHl  eare  whieh  they  h&veeip 
ercif*<J  over  the  colony. 

The  many  and  important  wrviws  which  hiivc  been  rendered  o 
Territory  and  the  United  -SlatcH  at  hirge  by  your  Excellency  for  0,1 
iteries  of  years ;  and  the  virtue,  integrity  and  t&lenta  which  th(Mff3 
Ber\-icc3  have  displayeil,  alfiinl  tlie  Btrongeat  proof  that  your  publia  J 
aclii  have  been  jiiunilcd  in  wi^lom,  and  dictatc<l  liy  the  purest  H4^3ilS'fl 
of  promoting  the  happincca  of  the  ixwptc,  We,  therefore,  conclude  J 
that  the  circumstances  which  indtic-cd  your  Excellency  to  give  wajrj 
to  the  innovation  which  was  formerly  made  on  the  Ordinance  )jf  ' 
enacting  instead  of  adopting  laws,  were  flilly  sufficient  to  justify 
the  measure ;  those  laws  being  considered  of  doubtful  obligation, 
efaall  receive  tlie  attentifm  of  the  council. 

The  promotion  of  morality,  tlie  suppression  of  vice,  and  the  en- 
courngemcnt  of  literature  and  religion,  deeply  involve  the  prosperity 
and  happiuegs  of  every  country;  but,  in  ri?pul)lican  governmenls, 
which  are  supported  by  pu1)Iic  opinion,  they  are  of  peculiar  import- 
ance ;  tlie  views  of  the  people  must  be  honest,  and  their  understand- 
ings cnligtitcned,  or  we  slmll  hold  our  lilierties  liy  a  very  uneerlaia 
lotuirf.  IiLLpri'^scil  witli  tliose  sentiiiienli;,  ivc  need  scarcely  u.^^ure 
your  Kxci'llfiirv  lliiit  tlii'  couticil  will  louse  no  ojumrtunity  of  ad- 


llu-. 


W 


wliirll  ' 


i>  Unit  :i 


fa<'oUies:  lull  we  wi 
diffidoiK'O.  r,.|viiLgo( 
us.  In  the  coor-c  o: 
taincd  in  tiie  runin 
houses  of  tlie  jfcisia 
eratc  cou*:iderutiou. 


iifrc  liclil  of  hiii=incfis  has  been  ojwned  to  our 
■  II  piilieiit,  if  not  a  |)ainful,  exercise  of  our 
oiiiiiiciicc  tlie  task,  tliougii  with  the  greatest 
('  aid  wliii'h  you  liave  l>cen  pleased  to  promise 
le  session  tlic  many  imiM>rlnut  matters  con- 
lieation  made  by  your  Excellency  to  both 
l;  sliall  re<-eive  our  most  mature  and  delib- 

11.  V.\SDEitHLK(;ii,   President  iVo  Tern. 


Thk  (iovKuNou's  Iii.;srONSE. 

OmitUwm : — ] 
ver>-  obliging  uii 

Guiilcd  l.y  a  s 

1  |>rLiy  you  lo  accept  my  aclinowledgments  for  this 
,-\ver,  HJiii'li  you  have  l)oen  pleased  to  make  to  my 
oil  tlie  oi>ening  of  (he  se-si.m. 
odcore  ilosire  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  people. 
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my  administration  has  been  uniformly  directed  to  that  end,  and  the 
recognition  by  the  council  that  it  has  not  been  entirely  missed,  is 
extremely  grateful.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  persuasion  that  in 
the  practice  of  religion  and  morality  the  best  interests  of  every 
people  are  involved,  and  of  the. extensive  advantages  of  literature; 
the  xsontemplation  that  the  first  have  already  taken  root  in  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  that  the  means  of  procuring  the  other  will  soon  be  put 
in  train,  and  both  of  them  be  fostered  by  the  legislative  council  and 
the  House  of  Representatives,  must  be  verily  pleasing  to  every  reflect- 
ing mind.  And  unless  the  people  be  honest  and  enlightened,  their 
liberties  will  not  only  be  held  by  an  uncertain  tenure,  but  though 
they  should  possess  all  the  advantages  that  flow  from  them,  they  can 
not  be  enjoyed. 

I  could  have  wished,  gentlemen,  that  less  business  could  have  been 
laid  before  you  at  this  first  meeting,  but  the  greatest  part  of  it  could 
not  be  postponed,  and  though  it  may  appear  a  task,  it  will  lessen  on 
a  nearer  view,  and  the  deliberate  consideration  you  promise  to  give 
it,  for  which  I  return  you  my  thanks,  will  render  it  easy. 


Reply  of  the  House  of  Representatives.* 

Sir: — It  is  a  princi{)al  ingredient  in  the  composition  of  national 
happiness  that  the  people  can  place  full  confidence  in  their  first 
magistrate,  a  confidence  confirmed  to  them  from  their  knowledge  of 
his  uniform  endeavors  to  promote  their  national  prosperity. 

As  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  Territory,  w^e  thank 
your  Excellency  for  that  display  of  benevolence  manifested  towards 
them  and  their  interests  in  your  address  to  both  the  branches  of  the 
legislature,  and  rejoice  that  the  uniform  tenor  of  your  administration 
affords  ample  ground  for  our  unbounded  confidence  therein. 

It  is  with  real  pleasure  that  the  House  of  Representatives  join 
with  your  Excellency  their  mutual  congratulations  to  the  citizens 
of  this  Territory  on  tliat  accession  of  privilege,  so  ardently  wishtd 

^Resolved,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  preceded  by  the  Scrgeant-at-Arms,  and  at- 
tended by  the  llouso,  do  present  the  said  address,  and  that  Messrs.  Small  and 
Langham  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excjllency,  to  know  where  and 
when  it  will  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive  the  same.  Messrs.  Small  and 
Langham  returned  and  repcw-tod  that,  according  to  orders,  they  had  waited 
on  his  Excellency,  who  signified  to  them  that  it  would  be  convenient  for 
him  to  receive  the  said  address  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  in  his  own 
chamber. — From  Proceedmys  of  the  House  of  Representatives^  Monday^  Sep^ 
Umber  30M. 
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for,  which  places  the  pownr  of  kgislatiug  ianieuof  theiruwncfaoic«;:| 
for,  however  just  your  Excell"_iii ye  oliw-rvatiou  U  with  rcsjxjct  ti 
the  eyslem  of  govt mnivut  uutler  which  tUin  TiMritiiry  luu  been  gov- 
emcd,  it  was  iiupisdble  that  laws  ii<1h]>Ui1  to  the  local  circumstauoeafl 
of  ou.oJvaiiceil  stage  of  guvvmineiil  could  nccord  with  our  infautUo  J 
liitualioD  and  peculiar  esigoticie«. 

We  are  eeusibic,  sir,  that,  at  thin  slugo  of  government,  subjccU  of  J 
legi^lutioQ  are  niimiirouB,  aud  lliut  among  tlie  great  variety  that  miiy  1 
be  presented,  the  suhjee.l  of  revenue  stiuiiis  foremost,  aiid  calU  fijT'i 
iuslant  aud  attentive  eoneiidenilion-.&ml  as  a  weJl-reguIated  militia 
is,  and  ought  ever  to  be.  r<^arded  as  the  jiroleetiou  and  defense  of 
the  community,  we  assure  your  Exeelleiicy  that  no  endeavors  on  our 
part  sliall  be  wauting  to  make  it  lH)tli  rvHiicetable  «ud  efficient. 

With  much  sal ii^ faction  we  rewigniaio  your  Excelleucy'e  observft- 
tions  on  the  lieiicfitA  resulting  fi-oni  an  early  education,  and  due 
instruction  in  the  principlee  of  science  and  religion,  which  we  know 
arc  of  immense  value  to  every  country  aud  in  every  clime ;  where 
they  are  suitably  inculcated  they  naturally  produce  a  sincere  and 
disinterested  love  of  truth  and  virtue.  They  esiwind  the  human 
mitid  by  removing  its  ignuranee  and  eradicating  its  prejudices,  in- 
spiriug  i(,  at  the  same  time,  with  tlie  sublimest  ideas  of  the  great 


original  cause,  and  prou 
intlioduliesandl>h'^^i-i 

tion  of  this  couiilry,  tli 
it  jwss  tliisM'sr^ioii  wilJi 
from  the  ciinsiiicnitii)n 
grc.-v  lias  made  in  <liHm 
wc  believe,  llie  i>ublic  ! 
tage 

We  shall,  pir,  attend 
for  cHcetuallv  securing,'  i 
byCon-ress"f<.r  tlic  u^c  . 
mav,  witlimit  ilelav,  aviiil 

We  tliniiU  vou.sir,  fnr  t 
us  of  the  Coile-e  towns), 
press  our  obligufioii  to  tlie 
to  your  Kxcelleney,  t<i  ou 
will  use  the  utmost  of  oui 
]Mirlii-ulur  ca'-e,  ua  well  us 
served  for  the  use  of  the 
aud  advisable. 


ilgeofaud  acquiescence 
lifi'.  Wc,  sir.  conceive  the 
|ii>rtunt  to  the  rising  geiicra- 
iis,  lie  a  Haut  <if  duty  to  let 
iudilieronec,  more  es|ieeially 
eriius  provision  which  Cou- 
Territorv,  and  from  which, 
t  derived  advau- 


jited  out  by  your  Escelleney 

uiumcy  of  the  lands  reserved 
hut  the  coiuinuuity 
henisclves  of  their  benevolent  intentions. 
le  cireunistaulial  aeeount  you  have  given 
p  in  the  Miami  grunt,  and,  while  we  ox- 
'ieninil  ODverinui'iit,  Wo  jilcdgc  ourselves 
■  eimstituenls,  aud  to  posterity,  that  we 
endcaviirs  to  have  justice  drme  in  this 
o  make  such  appropriations  of  lauds  re- 
Territory  as  may  ap|jcar  most  prudent 


of  this  Tcrrit 


^.. i~  J       I. ,  III  'T 1 .  w  J u<i  B»    '  ,7  *. . 
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To  the  election  of  a  delegate  to  Congress  we  shall  attend  in  due 
time,  as  well  as  to  draft  a  law  to  regulate  the  future  election  of 
members  of  the  Legislature. 

We,  sir,  are  fully  sensible  of  the  benefits  accruing  to  the  citizens 
of  the  Union  from  their  having  incorporated  with  the  body  of  the 
laws  of  their  respective  States  the  statute  laws  of  Great  Britain, 
which  are  of  a  general  nature,  down  to  the  period  of  the  Revolution. 
Among  the  useful  regulations  resulting  from  them,  none  are  more 
beneficial  than  the  habeas  corpus  act,  passed  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second. 

These,  sir,  with  every  other  subject  which  you  have  communicated 
for  our  deliberation,  we  form  a  thorough  sense  of  their  importance 
and  propriety,  and  will  make  the  objects  of  our  early  attention.  Ex- 
tensive, sir,  as  the  field  of  business  is  which  now  demands  our  labor, 
yet,  should  circumstances  render  it  necessary  that  the  same  should 
be  enlarged,  it  becomes  our  duty,  with  patience  and  alacrity,  to  ex- 
ercise our  faculties  for  the  real  advantages  of  the  people  who  have 
intrusted  it  to  our  care. 

Impressed  with  the  clearest  belief,  founded  on  experience  and 
supported  by  history,  that  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the  laws  form 
the  characters  and  manners  of  the  people,  we,  relying,  therefore,  on 
the  assistance  your  Excellency  has  offered,  shall  withpromptitude 
co-operate  with  you  in  promoting  the  cause  of  morality,  in  the  pro- 
tection of  innocence  and  virtue,  in  the  security  of  property,  and  in 
the  prevention  of  crimes,  by  mild  and  equitable  laws,  calculated  to 
bring  offenders  to  si)eedy  and  exemplary  punishment. 

Edward  Tiffin, 

Speaker  of  ike  Home  of  BepresentcUives. 
Sept.  SOth,  1799. 


Response  of  the  Governor  to  the  Reply  of  the  House  of 

Representatives.  ^ 

Gentlemen: — The  very  obliging  answer  you  have  now  made  to  my 
communications  on  the  opening  of  the  session  demands  very  warm 
acknowledgments.  To  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  to 
meet  with  the  declaration  of  it  from  their  representatives,  gives  rise 

^  The  speaker,  preceded  by  the  sergeant-at-arms,  and  attended  by  the  House, 
withdrew  to  the  chamber  of  his  Excellency,  and  there  presented  him  the  ad- 
dress of  this  House,  in  answer  to  his  speech  to  both  Houses,  to  which  his  Ex- 
cellency made  the  following  reply. — From  Proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Representatives^  Oct.  \st. 
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U<  feelings  which  are  not  unaj-  to  be  taprftwed.  Tlicy  are.  Inileed, 
very  pleasing.  It  haa  always  been  my  ardent  wiah,  by  every  proper 
nicaus  withiu  oiy  reat^h,  u>  pronioti:  their  wdfarc  and  pros|icrity; 
and  I  dare  venture  to  aiaure  you.  tbat  wkllp  I  have  tlie  honor  to  ad- 
minister the  govcmmcDt,  the  desire  will  not  bo  wrakenc<l,  neither 
will  the  eniluavnr  lo  accompliijh  it  be  rela:ted. 

I  very  thankfully  receive,  genllenicn,  ycmr  aswiirances  that  the 
business  laid  before  you  will  lie  attended  lo  with  patience  and  ah 
rity;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  no  endeavors  will  he  wan  tin) 
on  your  part  to  procure  for  the  people  all  the  advantages  that  flo« 
from  good  laws,  calculated  to  repress  vice,  to  protect  iiuioce.nee,  and 
to  render  civil  and  personal  liberty  anil  prosperity  secure — ad^'an- 
tagea  which  if  diligently  and  wisely  improved,  will  render  the  peo- 
ple proflj)erous  and  hap]>y. 


I 


the  ^ 
.o«^^| 


GovimKtiK  St.  Ci^ik  to  Caitain  Sedgwick,  CoHHAimmo 
Fort  Miami. 

CisciNNATi,  Od.  B/A,  17i>0. 

Sir; — I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  that  the  Indians  had  declined  re- 
ceiving their  goods  this  fall,  and  that  it  would,  therefore,  be  unnee- 
et^sary  for  you  to  remain  at  Fort  Miami  longer  than  until  they,  to- 
gether with  the  provisiiinj^.  were  reninveil,  whieli  lias  liocn  directed 
to  l>e  done.  I  am  since,  very  f  irtunati-ly,  well  informed  it  was  all 
a  mistake,  and  tiiat,  lliough  tliey  would  not  all  be  there,  much  the 
prciilest  i)iirt  of  tjie  nuti.ms  would  att<.'iid. 

It  wiis  exjK'cted,  anil  it  was  my  intenlion,  to  have  gone  to  meet 
the  Tiidiims  nt  (he  time  lliey  recciveil  their  present?.  The  meeting 
of  the  k'gisjuture  put  tlint  out  of  my  power,  luid  they  were  informed 
that  the  secretary  wimld  go  in  my  jihice  and  see  their  Mijwnds  dis- 
tributed. He  is  ill,  ami  niti  not  gn,  and  there  is  no  person  here 
wlioni  I  can  send  for  that  purpisc.  I  am,  therefore,  under  the  neces- 
sity of  reijuesting  you.  sir,  to  lake  that  trouble  on  yourself.  It  is, 
no  dimht,  n<it  your  immediate  duty,  liut  I  have  that  confidence  iu 
the  geiillcmen  of  the  .Ainerieiin  army  to  believe  tliere  i>,  not  one 
of  ihcJii  w!io  would  ncit  willingly  take  stime  trouble  to  give  salis- 
factiou  to  the  peo|>k' with  wliiim  tlie  miti<jn  wi-hes  to  be  at  [lence, 
and  to  ohvinle  any  incunveideuees  arising  from  nnfores^eeu  dl^p- 
poinlments,  as  in  the  present  instani-e;  and  you  will  be  sensible 
that  it  is  important  that  the  presents  i-hould  Iw  delivered  nith  at  least 
»>  much  solemnilv  as  tri  impress  t!ie  savages  with  the  opinion  tbat 
they  arc   honesijy  dealt  with.     1   have  written  to  Mr.  Baggs,  in 


■M 
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whom  they  have  much  confinence,  to  give  you  his  assistance,  and 
the  invoices  you  will  find  inclosed.  The  goods  are  put  up  in  sep- 
arate packages,  and  marked  with  the  name  of  the  nation  they  are 
designed  for.  When  the  packages  are  opened,  the  articles  can  be 
compared  with  the  invoices  in  the  presence  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
nations  for  which  they  are  directed.  Formal  certificates  of  the  de- 
livery are  required.  The  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
on  that  subject,  are  in  these  words:  ''  It  is  to  be  understood  that 
certificates  of  the  delivery  of  the  stipends  are  to  be  transmitted  to 
this  office,  signed  by  the  person  appointed  to  attend  to  the  delivery, 
and  by  one  or  more  of  the  officers  of  the  garrison  at  which  the  de- 
livery is  made."  You  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to  attend  to  this  circum- 
stance, sign  duplicate  certificates  of  the  delivery  made  by  you  to 
each  nation,  and  let  them  be  countersigned  by  one  or  two  of  the 
more  respectable  persons  who  may  be  at  the  place,  and  send  one  of 
each  to  the  War  Office,  and  the  duplicates  to  me.  Considerable 
trouble  will  attend  this  business  I  have  requested  you  to  undertake. 
It  will  be  acceptable  to  the  Government,  and  no  doubt  a  suitable 
compensation  will  be  made. 

The  letters  for  Colonel  Strong  and  Mr.  Earnest,  or  the  agent  of 
the  quartermaster  at  your  post,  which  were  sent  by  the  express  yes- 
terday, should  they  come  to  your  hands,  you  will  be  pleased  not  to 
forwanl  to  either  of  them,  but  send  back  to  me. 


GovEKNOR  St.  Clair  to  Captain  Sedo,wick. 

Ci>X'rN'NATi,  October  IStli,  1799. 

Sir: — I  wrote  to  you  on  the  6th  instant,  by  express,  and  reijuested 
the  favor  of  you  to  take  the  trouble  to  direct  the  distribution  of  the 
stipendiary  goods  to  the  Indians  at  Fort  Miami.  It  was  not  with- 
out considerable  reluctance  that  I  took  that  liberty. 

The  meeting  of  the  legislature  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to 
go,  as  had  been  intended  if  they  had  arrived  earlier,  and  the  secretary 
hav^ing  been  taken  sick,  and,  besides,  appointed  to  represent  the  Ter- 
ritory in  Congress,  he  could  not  go,  and  I  had  no  person  here  that 
could  be  depended  on,  or  that  would  have  been  sufficiently  re- 
spectable to  send  out,  so  that  it  became  a  matter  of  necessity  that  I 
should  request  it  of  you.  By  to-morrow's  post  I  shall  inform  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

The  Miamis  and  Wabash  Indians  will  not  attend  at  Fort  Miami, 
and  have  requested  that  their  goods  may  be  sent  to  Fort  Wayne, 
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aiHl  kcjil  for  thorn  imlil  tiexl  Muy.  To  l)m  I  hiivc  consented, 
from  flioice,  but  be(»ut«t  it  criuKl  not  be  avoulcd,  for  they  had 
at  Fort  Wayne  some  time  i^  to  rweive  them,  and  are  rt'turned 
make  their  fall  bunt.  Whether  they  van  Ix-  a*-nt  up  the  Miami  mH 
this  time  I  can  not  judg<!  here,  hut  if  they  ean  not,  they  must  bo 
taken  back  to  Detroit,  aixl  forwarded  from  there  nt  a  »iiilahlc  time 
I  have  written  to  Mr.  Eamest  on  the  Hubject,  and  I  beg  the  favor 
that  Tou  will  forward  the  letter  to  him. 

P.  8.  The  agent  at  Fort  Wayne  informs  me  that  the  Pottawat- 
orales  will  not  go  to  Fort  Wayne  this  fall,  but  I  Iteiievi-  be  ia  mi»- 
takeu.     Should  they  not  aj)[>ear,  iheir  gfiuils,  likewise,  must  go  to  _ 
Fort  Wayne.  1 

Govt:RNOR  St.  Clajb  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Oe(o6wl4fA,  1799. 
Sir ;— I  had  expected  to  have  given  yon  the  tronble  of  peninng 
a  pr«tty  lung  letter  by  this  pi«t.  It  would  have  contained  the  isaue 
of  a  confereQce  with  Blue  Jacket  and  another  chief  of  the  Shaw- 
aneae,  in  truth,  little  important  in  itself,  which  lasted  some  days, 
and  another  with  the  Wyandots,  a  number  of  whom  are  here  from 
Detroit.  They  have  kept  me  very  late  to-day,  and  their  conference 
is  not  over,  and  miis't,  of  course,  lie  piisl]>oned.  but  llic  inclosed  ex- 
tract of  u  letter  to  Mr.  Sililey.  ii  nicinlicr  of  the  legislature,  which 
he  gave  nie  this  nftcrnoon,  I  thought  ought  not  to  be  delayed,  es- 
pcciiiUv  as  I  lliitik  the  Indian  ulfiiirs  are  in  a  critical  situation.  I 
can  not  give  iuslunces  which  would  justify  the  opinion,  but  I  do 
liclieve  they  arc  seeking  an  occasion  to  break  with  the  United 
States. 


Go\-Ei!NOR  St.  Clair  to  Caitain  Sedowick. 

CiN-fixxATi,  October  15,  1799- 
Sir:— On  the  13th  instant,  I  ha.l  tlic  honor  to  write  to  you  again 
by  cxjircss,  bui,  as  some  little  nii.'^take  wa.s  eoniniilted  by  him  m 
trusting  the  letter  to  a  private  liiiiid  going  to  Fnrt  Wayne,  it  is  jk)s- 
sildc  it  may  not  rciich  ynu  us  po<in  us  this,  which  is  sent  by  a  man 
of  t!ie  coutrae tor's,  who  goes  direct  to  Fort  Miami.     I  now  give 

[Letter  of  October  1.3th  follows,  with  this  P.  B.  added :] 
To  lliat  letter,  sir,  I  iiave  very  little  to  add,  but  to  inform  you 
that  1  have  learned  the  Indians  about  Lagucna  have  taken  it  into 
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their  heads  that  they  have  been  called  together  at  Fort  Miami  for 
the  purpose  of  cutting  them  all  off  at  a  stroke.  I  depend,  sir,  on 
your  prudence  and  good  sense  to  make  them  sensible  that  Fort 
Miami  was  open  for  the  sole  purpose  of  making  the  delivery  of  the 
goods  as  convenient  to  them  all  as  it  was  possible,  the  lowness  of  the 
waters  preventing  their  being  carried  to  Fort  Wayne,  where  it  had 
been  agreed  that  they  should  be  distributed. 

It  will  be  necessary,  sir,  that  you  prevent  any  and  all  of  the 
traders  from  bringing  spirituous  liquors  to  Fort  Miami,  and  if  any 
has  been  brought,  to  store  it  until  the  delivery  is  over  and  the  In- 
dians gone ;  otherwise,  you  will  not  only  have  a  great  deal  of  trou- 
ble with  them,  but  they  will  be  stripped  of  every  thing  they  receive, 
and,  of  course,  go  off  discontented.    I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Cincinnati,  October  16,  1799. 

Gentlemen: — In  compliance  with  the  request  made  by  you  yester- 
day, that  I  would  furnish  you  with  all  the  information  respecting 
the  township  reserved  out  of  the  grant  of  land  made  by  the  United 
States  to  John  Cleves  Symnies  and  his  associates  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  an  academy  therein,  which  I  was  in  possession  of,  I  have 
made  the  following  statement : 

By  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *'An  act  for  ascertaining  the 
bounds  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  by  J.  C.  Svmmes  and  his  asso- 
ciates,  passed  on  the  Tith  of  April,  1792,"  the  President  was  em- 
powered to  alter  the  contract  made  between  the  late  board  of  treas- 
ury and  the  said  J.  C.  Symmes  for  the  sale  of  a  million  of  acres, 
in  such  manner  that  the  tract  might  extend  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  Miami  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami,  and  be  l)ounded  by 
the  Ohio  on  the  south,  and  by  a  parallel  of  latitude  extending  from 
the  Great  to  the  Little  Miami,  so  as  to  comprehend  the  pr()})osed 
quantity. 

By  another  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
grant  and  conveyance  of  certain  lands  to  J.  C.  Symmes  and  his  as- 
sociates, passed  the  5th  of  May,  1792,"  the  President  was  empow- 
ered to  issue  letters  patent  to  the  said  J.  C.  Symmes  and  his  asso- 
ciates, thereby  conveying  to  them  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  such 
number  of  acres  of  laud  as  the  payments  then  made  by  him,  his 
agents,  or  associates,  would  pay  for,  estimating  the  lands  at  two- 
Vol.  11-30. 
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thirds  of  a  lioUiir  per  acr*,  and  making  the  reecr  ratio  lis  specified  in. 
the  ^uid  coDtruct. 

The  third  action  of  that  act  further  iinipdwers  the  President,  ] 
letters  patcot,  to  convey  to  the  said  J.  C.  Symmca  and  his  a 
ciatex,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  for  the  purpose  of  establiBli 
ing  an  academy  and  other  publie  »cliotila  and  seminuriea  of  Icaroing^^ 
ouo  complete  township,  confiirniably  t"  an  order  of  CongrwH  of  tha 
2<1  iif  October,  1787,  made  in  eaiiseqiKtuei!  of  the  appliealiou  of  the 
said  J.  C.  Symmes  for  the  purchase  of  th(i  tru^t  nfbreMiid  ;  and  by 
the  fourth  section  it  is  euttct«il  that  the  several  (]itaQtiti('ri  of  land  to 
be  granted  and  couveyed  a«  aforesaid  should  be  included  and  located 
within  such  limits  and  lines  of  boundary  as  the  President  mig-bt 
judge  expedient. 

On  the  30ih  of  October,  1794,  letters  patent  wfro  made  by  the 
President  to  J.  C.  8j-nimeB  and  his  a(ls<x^iate8,  granting  and  convey- 
ing to  them,  in  pureuauw  of  the  ulMive  net,  a  certain  tract. of  Und, 
beginning  lit  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  River,  and  extending 
aloug  the  Ohio  River  to  the  month  of  the  Little  Miami  River,  and 
on  tlie  north  liy  a  parallel  of  latitude  to  be  run  from  the  eajd  Great 
Miami  to  the  Little  Miami,  so  as  to  comprehend  three  hundred  and 
eleven  thousnnii  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres,  ont  of  which  were 
cscoiilod  lots  luimlier  16  and  numlior  29,  for  the  piirjjoses  of  educa- 
tion jirid  n>ligi*m;  luid  the  lots  numlx-rs  R,  11,  suid  21'.,  fcjr  the  pui^ 
P.SCS  wlii.-h  the  <'u[ifrrc-^  tli.T.iifler  iiii^'lil  direct  out  of  each  town- 
ship in  lhi>  Siiiiif  (iiiid  piMvisinn  wris  maiie  tli.it  tlic  tract  should 
liohiid  oul  int..  (owosliips  of  six  miles  si,tim-c).  ;in<l  fifteen  acres, 
iricJiKliiiL'  iMirt  Wasliiiiiiti.iL.  Itv  the  same  letters  patent,  it  L-  de 
eland  that  im-  emiiptele  to\Mi>hip  of  six  miles  wjiiare,  to  bo  located 
wilh  Ihe  approbiUiim  ,,f  the  OoveriiDr  of  the  T<'iritnrv,  for  the  time 
iK'in^',  and  in  the  munnor  ami  within  the  term  of' five  years,  as 
neiirly  as  may  lie  in  the  ceiiliT  of  the  tract  lH'fi>rc  granted,  hath 
bwnurid  is  gninlcd,  and  shall  be  imldeu  on  trust,  to  and  fi.r  the 
sale  of  ami  exclusive  intent  and  i)ur[)i>se  of  cR'ctiug  and  eslab- 
lisliiiiL'  tliereiti  an  aeailemy  and  Dtlicr  public  schiMils  and  seminaries 
of  learning',  und  endowing  and  suppurtitig  the  same,  and  to  and  for 
no  other  use,  intent,  or  pur|Kjsc  whatever. 

Many  aiiplicaliims  rcsjwctiiig  this  township  so  granted  for  an 
aciiiiemy  were  made  to  mc  by  tlie  people  of  the  county  of  Hamilton, 
bill,  as  I  bu.l  then  never  seen  the  patent  to  Mr.  8yinmes  aud  his  as- 
sociates, and  ilid  m.l  know  that  ihc  aiijinibation  of  the  Governor  of 
the  Iiieation  that  mighl  lie  made  by  them  was  reipiired,  it  was  re- 
plied ihat  I  eonhl  di.  uothing  iu  it,  and  saw  no  course  to  be  taken, 
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if  they  had  broken  the  trust,  but  an  application  to  Congress ;  at 
length,  a  gentleman  informed  me  that  he  had  seen  the  patent,  and 
the  Governor's  approbation  of  the  location  was  expressly  required. 
I  then  called  upon  Mr.  Symmes  and  requested  him  to  allow  me  to 
peruse  his  patent,  with  wliich  he  readily  complied.  I  found  it  to 
be,  with  respect  to  that  townsliip,  as  it  had  been  represented,  and  a 
copy  of  it  has  since  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Mr.  Symmes  then  informed  me  of  the  application  which 
had  been  made  to  me,  and  the  necessity  of  laying  out  the  to^^^lsllip, 
on  which  he  spoke  of  the  second  township  in  the  second  fractional 
range  of  townships.  Occasional  conversations  passed  between  us 
on  the  subject  several  times  afterwards,  and  on  the  24th  July,  1798, 
Mr,  Symmes  wrote  a  letter  to  me,  which  I  send  herewith,  making  a 
formal  offer  of  the  township  for  my  approbation.  In  conversation, 
soon  afterwards,  I  stated  to  him  the  objections  I  had  to  that  town- 
ship, and  the  matter  rested  a  considerable  time,  I,  supposing  the  ob- 
jections I  had  made  would  be  considered  by  him  as  a  refusal  to 
approve ;  but,  the  matter  beiug  brought  to  my  view  again,  hearing 
of  no  new  location,  and  reflecting  that  the  offer  had  been  made  in 
writing,  and  might  possibly  be  considered  such  a  location  as  the 
patent  reciuired,  and  that  the  refusal  had  been  only  verbal  conver- 
sation, which  might  easily  be  forgotten,  and  could  not  be  made  to 
appear,  on  the  19th  of  last  July,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Symmes, 
from  which  the  following  is  an  extract:  **  I  have  never,  sir,  form- 
ally replied  to  your  letter  of  the  24tli  of  July  last,  wherein  you  pro- 
posed the  second  township  in  the  second  fractional  range  of  town- 
ships in  the  lands  granted  to  you  by  patent  on  the  30th  September, 
1794,  should  be  excepted  to  satisfy  the  declaration  in  said  patent, 
that  one  complete  township,  or  tract  of  land  of  six  miles  square, 
to  be  located  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory for  the  time  l;)eing,  as  nearly  as  might  be  in  the  center  of  the 
tract  thereinbefore  granted,  to  be  held  in  trust  by  you  and  your  as- 
sociates, to  and  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  purpose  of  erecting  and 
establishing  an  academy  and  other  j)ublic  schools  and  seminaries  of 
learning,  and  endowing  and  supporting  the  same,  was  excepted  out 
of  the  said  grant ;  and  you  requested  that  the  township  then  pro- 
posed should  be  approved  by  me  and  proclaimed  as  the  proper  town- 
ship for  the  purpose  of  endowing  an  academy  in  the  Miami  pur- 
chase. I  say,  sir,  to  that  proposal  I  have  never  formally  replied ; 
but,  you  will  please  to  recollect,  sir,  that,  before  you  sent  me  the 
above  letter,  and  after  I  had  received  it,  you  informed  me,  in  con- 
versation, that  it  was  the  only  complete  township  that  remained  in 
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yourposaession,  and,  of  course,  you  could  Ke»gn  no  other  I 
acuilciuy ;  tliiU  I  lucutioned  mj  double  lliat  you  could  uot  astign.  4 
tliat  one  either,  for  I  had  been  iaforiupd  that  oue-half  of  it  hact 
been  fold  to  Mr.  Boudiaot,  and  the  deed  for  it,  from  you  to  him, 
Tvas  iipim  record  here,  and  other  parts  of  it  were  t'laimed  by  other 
pei-souf ;  that  you  observed  it  was  uot  a  deed  of  sale  to  Wr.  Boudi- 
nol  which  you  had  made,  but  n  coiiditionul  contract,  and  that  the 
contmet  not  having  been  fulfilled  on  his  part,  the  obligation  cai«ed 
upon  youi-s,  and  yuu  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  it  as  you  thought 
proper.  To  that  it  van  replied  that,  nupiNiBing  the  case  to  be.  fso, 
Btill  I  could  not  think  my»-1f  justifiable  in  approving  of  the  pro- 
posed location,  since,  however  it  might  tenninntc,  u  lowsurt  was  un- 
avoidable; and,  al^,  that  it  did  not,  tn  any  way,  correE]M>nd  with 
the  EJtuatiou  pointed  out,  to  wit :  aa  nearly  in  the  center  of  the 
tract  as  njay  be.  On  that,  we  parted,  after  your  again  requesting 
me  to  view  the  proposed  township,  and  examine  its  natural  advati- 
tages.  I  have  noi ,  tir,  examined  the  township,  liecauee  I  have  beea 
informed  by  cvf  n-  jiei-sou  I  have  conversed  with  on  the  sulijeet,  and 
I  have  convcrsoil  with  a  great  many  on  it,  that  a  very  small  part  of 
it  is  fit  for  cultivation,  and  I  have  since  learned  that  a  suit  in  chan- 
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the  place  contemplated  by  him,  with  more  precision  than  the  patent 
does.  The  request  is  that  it  may  be  granted  as  nearly  in  the  center 
of  the  tract  and  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Licking  as  may  be, 
where  the  soil  and  situation  in  other  res|)ccts  may  be  suitable.  (I 
do  not  give  the  very  words,  because  I  did  not  take  a  copy),  and  it 
would  seem  that  a  certain  township  answering  that  description  had 
been  somehow  pointed  out  at  an  early  day,  for  there  is  one  answer- 
ing the  description  in  all  resi)ects  that,  to  this  day,  is  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  the  College  township. 

The  sale  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  before  spoken  of,  is  contained  in  certain 
articles  of  agreement  entered  into  between  Mr.  Symmes  and  him 
on  the  12th  day  of  ^larch,  1788,  and  recorded  in  book  No.  2,  letter 
B,  page  107,  of  the  records  of  the  County  of  Hamilton,  which, 
after  a  recital  setting  forth  that  Mr.  Symmes  had  contracted  with 
Congress  for  a  large  tract  of  land  between  the  Little  and  Great 
Miamis,  proceeds,  after  another  recital,  in  these  words:  **  And, 
whereas,  the  said  John  Clcves  Symmes  intends  to  and  purposes  to 
reserve  to  himself  in  the  said  purchase,  in  his  private  right,  one  cer- 
tain township  in  the  fork  of  the  Ohio  and  Great  Miami,  and  the 
fractional  parts  of  those  townships  and  sections  which  lie  between 
such  township  and  the  Ohio  and  Great  Miami,  on  whicli  he  hath 
laid  out  a  plan  of  a  city  on  paper,  etc. ,"  and  then  goes  on  after  that 
description:  **  And,  wliereas,  tlie  said  Elias  is  desirous  of  becoming 
jointly  and  equally  interested  in  the  said  township,  sections  and 
fractions  with  the  said  John  Cleves  Synmie.s,  and  in  the  said  city, 
and  reserved  lands,  in  case  he  shall  ol>tain  a  deed  for  the  same  from 
Congress.  Now,  these  presents  witness  that  the  said  J.  C.  Symmes, 
for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  lawful 
money  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  him  in  hand  well  and  truly 
paid,  and  also  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  more  to  be  taken 
by  the  said  J.  C»  Symmes  out  of  the  first  share  of  the  sales  he  may 
make  of  other  properties,  so  to  be  sold  in  common  between  them, 
belonging  to  the  said  Elias,  hath  agreed  to  sell,  transfer  and  confirm; 
by  these  presents  doth  engage  to  sell, transfer,  convey  and  confirm, 
unto  the  said  Elias  Boudinot,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  when- 
ever and  as  soon  as  the  said  J.  C.  Symmes  shall  obtain  a  deed 
thereof  from  Congress,  the  one  equal  and  imdivided  moiety,  or  half 
part  of  all  and  singular  the  said  township,  sections  and  fractions  of 
sections,  and  reser%'ed  lands,  as  aforesaid,  elected  and  taken  by  the 
said  J.  C.  Symmes  in  the  forks  of  the  said  rivers  as  aforesaid,  subject 
to  certain  regulations  and  additions  which  are  there  set  forth."  It 
is  alleged  that  the  township  which  Mr.  Symmes  has  offered  in  lieu 
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the  cenler  of  his  tract,  granted  to  iiim  in  trust' 
a  one  •>{  those  mcntioued  in  the  aforesaid  articles 
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of  that  ii 
academy, 
mcnt. 

This,  gentlemen,  is  all  the  information  I 
the  College  township;  had  I  possessed  mi 
have  been  freelj  coin miiiiica ted. 


4 

htm  in  Irnst^orSi^^^H 
^said  articles  of  agrea>^^^| 

a  give  you  respecting 

or  l>etter,  it  would 


OovERxoR  St,  ('lair  to  the  LicuistATm;  Couscil. 

Cincinnati,  Od^jber  19(A,  1799. 

Gejttiemm  of  the  Legidativt  Council: — In  compliance  with  jour 
request  that  1  would  give  you  audi  information  as  I  was  in  possus- 
sion  of  respecting;  lands  that  haii  licen  grauted  or  reserved  by  thfl 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  tiie  Territory  for  public  purpoeee, 
made  through  your  committee,  yesterday,  I  have  the  hoiior  to 
observe ; 

That  the  Ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  May,  1785,  directs 
that  the  lands  in  the  North-wesfern  Territory  which  have  been  pur- 
chased of  the  Indiau  inhabitants,  shall  bo  laid  out  into  ranges  of 


wuships  of  six 
le-i  running  dm 
itrk-s.  The  In 
■sigmilcd  by  ni 


miles  sijuarc,  iirid  fmctiounl  jMirts  of  townships,  by 
■  north  and  smith,  and  othi'rs  crossing  them  at  right 
Hiisliips,  or  i'niclional  parts  of  townsbijts,  to  1« 
inilicrs  ]Jr'l;rr^■^^>ivL■ly  from  snath  to  north,  and  so 
soon  as  si^vcii  nin-,>s  of  townships  shall  hv  surveyed,  the  B.ianl  of 
Treasury  shall  cause  tlie  same  t<)  lie  miM  at  public  vendue.  But 
the  lots  iinmbercd  (.■ifrht,  (■lcv<'n.  twenty-six  and  twooty-niuo,  out  of 
every  township,  aud  out  of  every  fractional  part  of  a  townships) 
niimy  lots  of  the  same  uuniI>ors  as  shall  be  fninid  in  them,  arc  ex- 
cepted from  the  sale  so  ordered,  and  reserved  hy  the  Vnited  States 
for  future  sale.  Tlic  lot  uumlMT  sixlcni  of  every  township  is  aha 
excepted  out  of  the  iir<ler  of  sale  and  n'>erved  for  the  mainteuanco 
of  public  schools  within  the  said  townshi|Kf. 

By  the  powers  given  by  (,'ougi-ess  lo  the  Bitard  of  Treasury,  on 
the  23d  July,  1787,  to  contract  for  the  sale  of  western  lands,  it  is 
declared  that  the  lot  No.  Ifi,  in  each  township  or  fnkctiooal  part  of 
a  township,  is  to  be  given  |)er|>etually  for  the  purposes  of  religion. 
Tlie  lots  Nos.  8,  11,  and  2fi,  in  each  township  or  fractional  ])art  of  a 
township,  to  be  reserved  for  the  future  dis|K>sition  of  Congress.  Not 
more  than  two  comyilete  townships  to  lie  given  peqx'tually  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  university,  to  Iw  laid  off'  by  the  purchaser  or  purchasers, 
as  near  the  center  as  mav  lie,  so  that  the  same  shall  be  of  good 
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land,  to  be  applied  to  the  intended  purpose  by  the  legislature  of  the 
State.  In  consequence  of  the  above  powers  the  Board  of  Treasury 
did  enter  into  contracts  for  certain  quantities  of  land  with  Messrs. 
Cutler  and  Sargent,  on  behalf  of  the  Ohio  Company,  and  with 
Messrs.  Dayton  and  Marsh,  on  behalf  of  JohnCleves  Symmes  and 
his  associates.  By  the  letters  patent  granted  to  Mr.  Symmes,  the 
lots  numbered  8,  11,  16,  26,  and  29,  are  excepted  out  of  the  grant, 
and  reserved  to  the  United  States  for  the  purposes  to  which  they 
had  been  appropriated.  No.  16  for  schools,  according  to  the  Ordi- 
nance of  20th  May,  1787,  and  the  lot  No.  29  in  each  township  for 
the  purposes  of  religion,  the  lots  8,  11,  26,  for  such  purposes  as  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  should  thereafter  direct.  From  thence 
it  appears  that,  althoigh  the  lots  Nos.  16  and  29  are  appropriated, 
and  are  to  be  given  perpetually  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned, 
they  have  not  actually  been  given,  and  the  fee  of  them  remains  in 
the  United  States. 

Whether  like  reservations  and  exceptions  were  made  in  the  patent 
issued  to  the  Ohio  Company  I  am  not  able  to  inform  the  Council, 
but  it  is  highly  probable  they  were  made,  because  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Symmes  to  Cougress  of  the  29tli  August,  1787,  prays  that 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  direct  tliat  a  contract  be  made  by  the 
Board  of  Treasury  with  him,  for  himself  and  his  associates,  in  all 
respects  similar  in  form  and  matter  to  the  grant  made  to  Sargent 
and  Cutler,  differing  only  in  quantity  and  place,  and,  instead 
of  two  townsliips  for  a  university,  that  only  one  be  assigned  for  the 
benefit  of  an  academy,  which  petition  was  by  Congress  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Treasury,  to  take  order  the  2d  October,  1787.  Why 
Mr.  Symmes  declined  accepting  of  two  townships  for  an  academy, 
is  not  easily  to  be  imagined. 

For  further  information  respecting  the  township  granted  in  trust 
to  Mr.  Symmes  and  his  associates  for  an  academy,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  the  Council  to  a  communication  made  to  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  sent  herewith.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 


RuFus  Putnam  to  Thomas  Wortiitngton. 

Marietta,  October  24,  1799. 

.     .     .     I  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  distance  from  Chillicotlie  to 

Cincinnati,  the  practicability  of  a  mail  being  carried  from  one  to 

the  other,  an  account  of  roads,  waters,  means  of  subsistence,  and 

distance  between  stages.     I  want,  also,  to  know  the  distance  from 


472  The  Si.  Clair  I'aptrs. 

Cincinnati  throtigli  Kentucky  to  Limestone,  by  the  route  the  i 
now  Iruvcla,  auil  &\m  fn>m  LiracetuDC  tu  Chillicothe.  I  bI^o  reqiiesti'j 
you  to  inform  me  of  the  distiiuce  from  the  Bult  Springs  to  I'ep^'' 
from  Pei»e  t<i  Chillicothe;  fnim  Pepa  to  LimeBtoiif.  und  from  C'hillt- 
eothe  to  Licking  aa  the  Muskingum.  My  object  in  the  inquiry  is, 
to  iH>iut  out  to  the  Poelma*ter-GencraI  Uie  situation  of  the  principal 
Bettlemcnts  in  the  Territory,  and  our  connection  with  Kentucky  in 
point  of  communication  by  all  the  roads  or  routes  that  are  or  may 
be  opened  witli  a  probability  of  fucceiw.  It  has  appeared  to  me 
that,  if  practical)le,  the  mail  for  Cincinnati  ought  to  gfi  direct  from 
Chillicothe  to  that  place;  that  a  much  better  arrangement  may  be 
made  than  the  one  at  present  fur  the  accommodation  of  the  public 
in  general,  without  any  additional  expense.  Your  compliance  with 
my  request,  and  opinion  on  the  subject,  will  much  oblige  your 


Message  from  the  (jIovebnor  to  the  House  op  Repbehenta- 

CisciNNATi,  November  llih,  1799. 
Gentlemen  .■—I  herewith  transmit  a  representation  and  request  of 
mi.-!sioiiaries  of  the  Cliurch  of  llic  t'nitcd  Brethren,  made  to  me 
some  time  ago.  Tlu'  object  ><i'  tJint  mission  is  the  propagatitm  of  the 
Clii-i-fiaii  rcli-ion  annmg  the  Indians,  the  allainmeiil  "f  which  they 
find  iniiicinl  i.y  tlic  iiitrodn.-tion  of  spiiitnoiis  liquor.-  into  the  set- 
th^nirril  uikUt  their  eaiv.  The  desi-ii  is  in  itself  so  laudable,  and, 
at  Il:c  sLtuc  time,  ullcn.lcd  witli  si.  many  dilficiillic*,  that  I  can  have 
no  'ioidit  <.f  Die  Icgislatniv  rcmnvini;  every  obstacle  to  the  accom- 
pHshmentof  it  (hat  can,  with  |iro|iriel_v,  l)c  removed  by  them,  and 
I  recommend  the  subject  to  their  consideration. 


Go^-ERXOR  ISt.  Clair  to  Oi.ivki!  AV 

Cisc'iXNATi,  December  'id,  1799. 
Sir: — The  petition  to  Congress  fi-om  the  |)eople  who  have  pur- 
chased lands  of  Juilge  Symmes  beyond  the  hounds  of  his  patent, 
which  I  took  the  lilMTly  to  mention  to  y<m  as  intended,  and  which 
you  desired  might  be  sent  on  tbrongh  me  early  in  tJie  session,  I 
have   inclosed   to  Mr.  Ross,  of  the  Senate,  by  post,  and  have  re- 

■J«.   Worlhl,uji,jn  Piq^ers. 
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quested  him  to  communicate  it  to  you.  Their  situation  is  really 
distressing.  It  would,  perhaps,  have  been  most  proper  that,  as  the 
Territory  will  have  a  representative  in  Congress,  it  should  have 
been  committed  to  him,  but  his  being  the  §on-in-law  of  Mr.  Symmes 
is  against  it,  and  the  pains  that  was  taken  to  get  him  elected  has 
induced  a  general  belief  that  to  secure  a  support  in  that  body  was 
his  principal  motive.  That  Mr.  Harrison  sliould  take  any  pains 
against  him  is  not  to  be  expected,  and  it  would  have  been  indelicate 
to  put  the  presenting  of  the  petition  upon  him. 


Address  of  the  Legislature  to  the  Citizens  of  the  Terri- 
tory OF  THE  United  States  north-w^est  of  the  Ohio. 

FeUow-cit'izeiu : — We  are  not  insensible  of  the  honor  conferred  on. 
us  in  selecting  us  to  the  honorable  though  arduous  task  of  framing 
laws  to  protect  and  secure  the  personal  rights  and  the  property  of 
so  numerous  and  respectable  a  class  of  men  settled  over  an  exten- 
sive tract  c»f  couutrv.  How  far  we  have  succeeded  in  the  execution 
of  our  duty  to  effect  so  desirable  and  impc^rtant  an  object,  can  only 
be  known  when  those  laws  shall  come  into  operation ;  but  if  good 
intentions  can  entitle  us  to  your  approbation,  we  shall  receive  it  from 
a  brave  and  generous  peo])le  with  pleasing  sensations. 

It  must  have  been  easily  foreseen  that  the  expenses  arising  on  our 
entering  upon  the  present  stage  of  government  would  be  considerable. 

To  provide  for  these  expenses,  a  land  tax  presents  itself  as  the 
princi])al,  if  not  the  only,  object  of  which  we  could  avail  ourselves 
for  this  purpose.  We  conceive  this  the  least  burdensome  to  the 
greatest  class  of  citizens,  as  no  small  proportion  will  be  paid  by  per- 
sons living  without  the  Territory  owning  large  tracts  of  land  therein. 
Our  soil,  climate,  and  navigable  waters  present  to  the  mind  of  ob- 
servation and  contemplation  the  most  pleasing  views  and  prosj)ect8 
of  the  future  greatness  and  importance  of  this  ])art  of  the  American 
empire,  but  to  realize  these  advantages  exertions  must  be  n^de, 
which  are  within  the  power  of  an  industrious,  enterprising,  and  en- 
lightened people.  Let  the  present  generation  set  the  example  by 
discountenancing  idleness  and  dissipation,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
by  encouraging  industry,  frugality,  temperance,  and  every  moral 
virtue,  and  in  a  few  years  the  desert  will  disa])pear  before  the  hand 
of  industry,  the  fields  will  be  covered  with  flocks,  and  the  face  of 
nature  will  blossom  like  the  rose.  Religion,  morality,  and  knowl- 
•^edge  are  necessary  to  all  good  governments,  say  the  venerable  framers 
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of  onr  Constitulion,  and  to  this  great  troth  every  man  nf  liberal  il 
jiirmntinn  will  subscribe.  The  liberal  Rraiils  of  luurls  from  1 
llnitciJ  8tates,  for  the  purposp  of  erecting  and  endowing  a. 
fity,  and  other  seminarieH  of  learuing,  for  private  s(.'hools,  and  t 
the  flupimrt  of  religion,  are  aijvaiitageii  superior  in  these  resfiecti, 
perhaps,  to  those  which  any  other  cyiuntrj-  cau  boa?!  of,  and  no  t 
will  lie  lost  in  bringing  th(»>e  udvnnlognt  into  uftiiul  operation, 
these  advantages  let  us  eontnbutr,  as  fur  as  possible,  that  wi«iom, 
knowledge,  and  virtue  may  Ik-  widely  flifTiwcd.  Let  us  inculcate 
the  prineiplcH  of  humanity,  lienevolence,  honesty  and  punctiifJity 
in  dealing,  sincerity,  charity,  and  all  the  wK-ial  afiectioD». 

Lei  it  be  rememlKred  that  tlie  foundation  of  public  prosperity 
and  happinPF?  must  be  laid  in  pri^'atc  fiimilies.  Ever;-  well-ordered 
family  I^  a  lillle  itraiable  community ;  and  a  gre-at  [itmmunity  made 
up  (if  puch  families  must  be  prosperous  and  happy  at  home,  and 
reepeo  table  abroad. 

Edward  TiFPrs, 
iSpCfli^r  of  (he  Itouxe  </  JicpreteiiiaMva. 
H.  Yaxverbi^, 
Presidenl  of  the  CotmdL 
Attest: 

John  Tii:il,Y, 

'  'It'rl:  of  Ihf  Ilvii'fe  of  HcprescnlatirCf. 

S'cirfiini  I')  till'  Coiiiieil. 
I)].:n:Mni:[;]S(i),  179!). 


SpKiH'ii  (ir  (iovKiiNDR  St.  ('i..\ir  to  the  Leuisi.aturf,,  oy  the 
Day  oi-  TiiEiii  AiLiouiiXMEST,  Di:f,  litrii. 

Gfiillrmrii  of  the  C'oinml  tiiid  Moitte  of  lifpiv^ntath'cs: — ^I  have  de- 
And  you  to  meet  togctlier  at  this  lime  in  order  that  an  end  may 
be  put  to  tJic  present  session  of  the  logi.slaturc,  whicJi,  from  the  va- 
riety of  imjiortiint  matters  brought  lieforc  it,  has  been  drawn  into 
eonsideridilc;  length,  and  frnm  that  cireiimslanee  must  liavc  been  at- 
ten.led  wilh  snmo  inninveniuiice  to  you.  I  eould  have  wished  that 
it  had  ended  lit  iiii  ejirlier  d;iy,  so  tluit  tlie  iiiemliers  who  come  from 
■A  great  distinu-e  mighl  liiive  been  able  to  reaeh  their  rcs|>ectivc  homes 
iH'foretlio  severity  ..f  winter;  liiit  that  eould  n..l  l>e  without  p<,sl- 
poning  business  whieli  did  not  wi'll  admit  of  delay ;  and  I  can  not 
let  slip  this  opjHirtunity  !>efore  we  se]Jiirate  of  acknowledging  the 
salisfaetion  I  have  received  from  the  patience,  the  temjier,  and  the 
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industry  which  have  been  manifested  in  your  deliberations,  and  the 
firm  persuasion  I  have  that  the  best  effects  will  follow  from  them. 

It  would  have  given  me  peculiar  pleasure,  gentlemen,  if  I  could 
have  agreed  with  you  in  every  thing  that  was  done,  and  I  request  you 
to  believe,  that  where  I  have  dissented -from  any  of  your  acts  it  was 
not  without  much  doubt,  and  after  the  best  consideration  I  was  able 
to  give  them.  The  Ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory 
having  made  the  Governor  a  branch  of  the  legislature  and  placed 
in  him  a  negative  uj)on  the  acts  of  the  other  two  branches,  it  be- 
came an  indispensable  duty  for  me  to  view  them  in  every  light,  and 
to  trace  them  to  all  their  consequences  as  fully  as  I  was  capable  of 
doing  it ;  and,  having  done  so,  I  was  bound  by  every  tie  of  duty  and 
of  conscience  to  follow  the  dictates  of  my  own  mind.  Considering 
the  nature  and  effect  of  that  negative,  there  would  have  been  a 
striking  impropriety  in  noticing  any  of  your  acts  while  they  were 
on  their  passage  through  the  respective  Houses ;  and  it  would  have 
been  no  less  improper,  where  I  could  not  agree  to  them,  to  have 
stated  my  objections  and  have  sent  them  to  you,  because  you  were 
imder  no  obligations  to  consider  them,  and  might,  without  any  in- 
decorum, have  refused  to  hear  them  read.  It  might  even  have  been 
resented  as  an  attempt  to  influence  your  deliberations  ;  but  there  is 
no  imj)ropriety  in  their  being  mentioned,  or  in  your  hearing  them 
now,  and  I  will  give  you  that  trouble  were  it  only  to  satisfy  you 
that  I  did  not  act  from  caprice. 

The  act  to  regulate  marriages  was  not  approved,  because  children 
of  any  age  were  thereby  made  capable  of  not  only  being  be- 
trothed, but  actually  married  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  if  the  con- 
sent of  ^eir  parents  and  guardians  was  obtained ;  because,  though 
persons  of  certain  descriptions  only  were  authorized  to  celebrate 
the  marriage  rites,  there  was  no  prohibition  to  persons  of  any  other 
description  to  celebrate  them,  nor  any  penalty  imposed  upon  them 
if  they  took  it  upon  themselves  to  do  so. 

The  act  to  regulate  taverns  and  other  public-houses,  especially  in 
country  places,  has  the  worst  effects  upon  the  industry  and  the  mor- 
als of  the  people;  and  that  act  would  probably  have  multiplied 
them  eventually,  for  it  would  have  been  easier  to  procure  the  rec- 
ommendations made  necessary  to  the  obtaining  licenses  by  that  act 
than  those  required  by  the  existing  law ;  they  must  be  of  bad  char- 
acter, indeed,  who  could  not  prevail  upon  nine  persons  to  recom- 
mend them  to  the  courts  of  quarter-sessions. 

But  those  courts  will  be  cautious,  both  as  to  the  nature  and  num- 
ber of  recommendations  thev  are  now  authorized  to  make,  and  will 
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reject  imiiroper  applications,  Ikcid^s,  no  power  was  given  hy  tho'l 
act  to  refuse  licenses  let  the  cliaracter  of  the  applieauts  and  tb*  1 
places  where  houses  were  piv)|Hisi^d  t<i  lie  inx-ned  have  been  ever  J 
BO  unfit;  if  the  recoinniendiitions  were  procured,  the  license  must  I 
have  been  granted;  whereas,  by  the  law  ns  it  now  stand?,  the  ii-t 
ccnsw  may  be  refused,  notwithstanding  the  recommendation  of  the  4 
court  of  quarter-wssions. 

There  ia,  indeed,  a  ditfereuce  in  the  prices  to  be  paid  for  licenses, 
acc'jrding  to  the  places  where  the  houses  are  to  in;  opened,  which 
has  the  appearauee  of  an  improvement,  but  it  may  well  be  doubted 
whether  the  efiect  would  be  ituy  other  than  tncreaaiDg  the  number 
of  public-houses  in  places  where  there  Is  little  or  no  oecasiou  for  thcni, 
and,  consequently,  increasing  the  incentives  to  idleness  and  vice. 

The  act  to  create  the  office  of  connty  8ur\'eyor  did  not  meet  witli 
approliatittn,  bet«oi^  it  did  not  scem^o  be  necessary.  The  primary 
dispisal  of  the  lands  ia  In  the  United  Htatc*,  and  a  surveyor^eneral 
has  been  appointed  by  them.  Every  thing  relating  to  the  siirvey- 
ing  them,  in  the  first  instance,  must  be  performed  by  him,  or  by 
perwins  by  him  appointed.  Surveys,  which  it  may  be  iiecessary  to 
make  in  conse<iiicnce  of  land  causes  ]»cndiug  in  any  of  the  courts, 
or  of  divi.-iun  lines  by  consent,  can  as  well  at  least  be  made  by  sur- 
veyori  a;:ree<l  U|")n  liy  the  ]>arlies,  or,  if  they  will  not  agree,  ai> 
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nilxT  i>f  sdulii  in  the  eastern  division 
of  the  Territory,  was  nut  approved,  beeauf^e  a  division  of  the  Terri- 
tory, which  docs  nol.  nar  ever  did  exist,  has  been  assumed  as  its 
principle.  I^iich  a  division  must  indeed  lake  place  at  a  future  period; 
and,  when  that  jN^riod  arrives,  this  legislature,  that  is,  the  legislature 
constituted  as  it  is  at  present,  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  iL    With 
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another  title,  and  small  alteration  in  the  first  section,  which  is  only 
a  repetition  of  the  title,  it  would  have  been  agreed  to  without  hesi- 
tation. It  is  hoped  that  the  object  of  the  act  will  be  attained  by  the 
law  regulating  elections.  All  the  acta  dividing  the  counties  of  Ham- 
ilton and  Adams,  and  erecting  the  parts  separated  from  them  into 
new  counties,  have  been  disapproved  for  various  reasons.  The  meas- 
ure appeared  to  be  entirely  premature.  There  is  not  that  informa- 
tion of  the  numl)or  of  i)er)ple  which  would  l)e  contained  in  any  one 
of  them,  from  which  to  form  a  correct  judgment  of  its  propriety 
or  imi)ropriety.  No  provisions  are  made  for  the  representation  in 
the  legislature  of  those  counties  to  be  erected  out  of  Hamilton.  It 
is  not  improbable  that  some  of  them  would  not  Ik*  entitled  to  a 
representative.  To  the  county  j)ropi)sed  to  be  taken  off  of  Adams 
a  representative  is  given,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  number  of 
inhabitants  within  the  bounds  would  be  entitled  to  one ;  or  if  their 
numl)ers  are  sufficiently  large  whether  Adams  would  not  be  left 
without.  Representation  in  the  logi^!lature  is  one  of  the  most  essen- 
tial rights  of  a  county.  It  should  be  a  pressing  necessity,  indeed, 
and  a('(*ompanied  by  an  express  waiver  of  the  riglit  that  sliould  in- 
duce the  depriving  a  porticm  of  tlie  people,  by  erecting  the  district 
of  the  country  they  inhabit  into  a  county  of  any  right  attached  to 
that  cliiss  of  community;  but,  above  all,  of  the  right  of  repre- 
sentation. 

I  am  truly  sensible,  gentlemen,  of  the  inconveniences  that  follow 
from  a  great  extension  lK»ing  given  to  counties  ;  they  can  not,  how- 
ever, be  constructed  while  the  settlements  are  otherwise,  and  the  in- 
conveniences are  not  lessened,  but  rather  increased  by  being  made 
very  small,  with  respect  to  the  number  of  inhabitants. 

The  ex[)enses  which  necessarily  attend  the  establishment  of  coun- 
ties fall  light  when  divided  amongst  a  number,  but  become  a  heavy 
burden  when  they  must  be  borne  by  a  few,  and  the  inconveniences 
of  attending  the  courts  as  jurors  \nd  witnesses,  which  are  some- 
times complained  of,  are  increased  nearly  in  the  same  ratio  as  the 
counties  are  multiplied  within  the  same  bounds. 

There  is  yet  another  reason,  gentlemen,  why  those  acts  were  not 
assented  to.  It  apj)ears  to  me  that  the  erecting  new  counties  is  the 
projx'r  business  of  the  Executive.  It  is,  indecul,  provided  that  the 
boundaries  of  counties  may  be  altered  by  the  legislature  ;  but  that 
is  quite  a  different  thing  from  originally  establishing  them.  They 
must  exist  before  they  can  be  altered,  and  the  provision  is  express 
that  the  Governor  shall  proceed,  from  time  to  time,  as  it  may  l>e- 
come  necessary  to  lay  them  out.    While  I  shall  ever  most  studiously 
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avoid  encroncbing  on  any  of  tbe  rights  of  tbe  legislature,  you  i 
naturally  esjfpct,  gcutlemea,  that  I  ahould  guard  witli  equal  care 
those  of  the  Eseculive. 

Bonie  new  counties,  geDtlemen,  are  no  doubt  necessary,  aud,  as  it 
will  always  lie  my  most  earnest  desire,  as  it  is  my  duty,  to  promote 
the  happioess  aud  the  eonvenieuce  of  the  people  in  every  thing  in- 
trusted to  me,  tthnuld  the  necessary  information  be  obtained,  their 
widhw*  in  respect  to  tbem  may  \k:  gmiified  lx'f'.)re  you  meet  again. 

Tbe  act.  for  eatabliiiliiug  the  town  of  Manchester  «a  the  perma- 
nent seat  of  justice  for  tbe  county  of  Adams  waa  disapproved,  because, 
however  numerous  the  petitiouersi  fiir  that  measure  may  have  been 
at  that  time,  the  courts  were  fixed  at  Washington,  not  only  at  the 
retiucst  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabitant!),  but  after  an  ine[iection  waa 
made  at  both  placeH  and  the  mtenuediatc  country,  in  order  toasecrt^ 
where  v/w^  the  niopt  proper  spot  in  all  respects.  Great  efforts  were 
made  ininiediately  after  Adamsville  had  been  fixed  upon  (that  wa« 
the  place  first  chosen)  to  induce  the  removal  of  the  courts  to  Man- 
cheriter,  which  occasioned  the  view  to  be  taken  I  have  spoken  of; 
hut  ihc  objections  to  Adamsville  were  well  founded,  and  there  were 
others  to  Manchester  which  presented  themselves  to  me,  and  the 
courts  were  removed  to  the  mouth  of  Brush  Creek,  where  the  town 
of  Wushio^'tijii  U  now  s^itu.iteil^a  place  acknowledged  by  such  of 
llie  iidiiibiTiinls  nf  Munt'liestcr  as  in-cnTii|iLii]icd  me  ou  the  view  to  be 
micNceptioiiidile,  suid  which  wuidd  Imvu  piveu  iKTfeet  salisfactiou 
hiid  it  been  fiyed  u]»m  at  first.  Those  effiirts  Iiave  lieeu  continued 
to  induce  u  sei-niid  reiiiiiv;d.  and  in  a  way  not  to  merit  the  counte- 
nance ef  tlio  le^'ishifurc,  because  tbe  jmblic  money  has  lieeu  laid 
out,  and  a  jail  is  already  erected,  :uid  niateriak  (as  I  au)  informed) 
provided  fi.r  a  eourt-bi>iise  at  Wiislun^'ton  and  actually  on  the 
ground;  beeause  the  rennivul  nf  seats  of  justice  on  light  suggestions 
leads  111  introduce  anxuifrst  tbe  iiojilc  a  sjiirit  of  dii-eontenl,  love  of 
inriiJViUiiui,  and  of  c'ubiil  :uid  intrigue,  destructive  of  public  tran- 
iiuillity,  and  a  jirefereiiee  of  private  interest  to  every  other  consider- 
nlion  ;  because  that  whatever  a  law  may  declare  with  res]>ect  to  the 
jiermanency  of  tirnse  seats,  the  removal,  in  one  instance,  o]>eus  the 
way  to  fresh  applications  of  the  same  nature,  and  ex]>i.ises  them  to 
frcc[Uent  fluctualions  from  the  changeable  views  and  interests  of  in- 
dividuals, and  the  changes  that  nuiy  take  place  in  the  representative 
body ;  and  because  these  changes  can  not  be  made  without  injury  to 
indi'viduals  and  the  community. 

The  act  for  erecting  the  county  of  Clark  has  not  been  assented  to 
for  some  of  the  reasons  above  mentioned.     It  is  known  to  me,  gen- 
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tlemen,  that  the  present  number  of  inhabitants  can  not  support  a 
county;  it  is  even  probable  that  the  names  of  every  ijian,  or  nearly 
every  man,  living  within  the  proposed  boundary  was  subscril:)ed  to 
the  petition  presented  to  the  House ;  they  did  not,  I  think,  much  ex- 
ceed a  hundred.  It  is  obvious  that  they  are  far  short  of  w^hat  would 
entitle  them  to  a  representative ;  at  the  same  time,  the  relative  situa- 
tion of  the  tract  they  inhabit,  cut  off,  as  it  is,  from  the  settled  parts 
of  the  county  of  which  it  is  a  part,  and  from  the  settled  parts  of 
every  other  county  to  which  it  might  be  annexed  till  it  reached 
maturity  by  a  vast  extent  of  wilderness,  renders  the  circumstances 
of  the  jK»ople  there  peculiarly  unfavorable,  and  makes  them  a  proper 
object  of  attention  to  the  legislature ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  that,  at 
another  session,  when  less  pressed  by  business  of  a  public  nature, 
your  wis^lom  will  discover  and  apply  the  proper  remedy.  The  pop- 
ulation of  that  part  of  the  country,  knowTi  by  the  name  of  New- 
Connecticut,  and  the  relative  situation  of  the  settlements  within  it, 
are  very  little  known ;  the  name  even  of  any  person,  one  excepted, 
who  resides  in  it,  has  not  reached  me. 

In  such  circumstances  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  the  act  for 
erecting  it  into  a  county  into  execution,  and  for  that  reason,  and 
such  of  those  above  detailed  as  applied  to  it,  it  has  been  disap- 
proved. Means  will  be  taken  Ixjfore  another  session  to  procure  the 
neces^rv  information  of  its  actual  state. 

New  as  most  of  us  arc,  gentlemen,  to  the  business  of  legislaticm, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  thai  s<jine  dinerences  of  sentiment  have 
apjKjared.  It  is,  however,  a  pleasing  reflection  that  it  has  Ixien 
carried  on  with  the  greatest  harmony,  and  that  this  first  essiiy, 
which,  permit  me  to  say,  would  do  no  dishonor  to  a  more  practiced 
legislature,  promises  lasting  Ixinefits  to  the  good  i)eoj)le  of  this  Ter- 
ritory whom  you  represent. 

For  the  compliment  you  were  pleased  to  make  me,  I  return  my 
sincere  thanks,  and  I  accept  it  the  more  readily  that  it  comes  in  the 
delicate  shape  of  a  compensation,  while  I  consider  it  as  an  honor- 
able mark  of  approbation.  What  I  owe  to  the  United  States,  to 
the  people  of  the  Territory  and  to  my  own  reputation,  lay  me  under 
obligations  to  a  performance  of  the  duties  of  my  office,  to  which 
nothing  can  add  weight ;  but  this  instance  of  your  attention  to  my 
comfort,  can  and  will  add  a  stimulus  to  my  exertion,  and  it  is  not 
the  less  acceptable  that,  with  all  the  economy  I  can  use,  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  office  barely  enable  me  to  maintain  my  family,  while 
it  employs  my  whole  time. 

In  appointing  a  time  for  your  next  meeting,  I  have  conformed  to 
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your  wishes,  and  you  are  the  beat  judges  whou  the  public  busiiw 
pau  l)c  altendcii  to  with  the  least  iiicouveuieuee.  That  tiin 
has  liwn  signiiiixl  to  me,  is  the  first  Momliiy  of  Ndvcnilicr  i 
WLsliiug  y<ni,  tlieu.  gentlemen,  a  safe  and  hnpjiy  return  to  yonr  n 
spective  counties,  this  meeting  nf  the  legislature  is  [>ut  no  end  t 
the  present,  and  ]>nirogned  to  the  paid  Bret  Monday  of  Noven: 
wliicli  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 


■    Go\-t;hsoh  St.  C1.AIK  to  James  Ross. 

December  {fw  date),  1799. 
Dear  .5iV;— Our  assembly,  at  length,  is  up,  and  the  sesfion  has 
been  a  very  iiarmonious  one,  not  withstanding  that  I  wa«  iibligcd  to 
]iiit  a  negative  upon  u  good  mauy  of  their  acts.  Their  last  act 
was  a  very  handsome  address  to  the  Pre»iilent,  from  which  there 
were  only  four  dissontienta.  I  have  inclosed  a  pa]Kr,  which  contains 
what  I  gaid  to  them  when  they  were  prorogued.  By  the  last  post, 
I  inclosed  to  the  President  a  mcninrial  of  the  Senate  from  them  to 
the  Congress,  in  JK'lialf  of  the  persiins  who  have  purchased  of  Judge 
f  Iwyond  the  iirnils  of  liis  patent.     That  sidijeet  Wi»uld  have, 
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Township,  and  designated  as  such  upon  Mr.  Symmes's  map  for  sev- 
eral years,  they  found  had  been  sold  by  him,  all  except  five  sec- 
tions, and  they  have  instructed  Mr.  Harrison  to  endeavor  to  procure 
a  law  to  be  jmssed  vesting  those  five  sections  in  the  legislature  in 
trust,  and  giving  them  one  and  thirty  sections  on  the  Miami  River, 
and  probably  out  of  Symmes's  grant,  in  lieu  of  those  which  he  has 
alienated,  which  is,  in  fact,  requesting  Congress,  as  Mr.  Symmes 
has  broken  the  trust  imposed  in  him,  to  make  good  for  him  that 
failure.  If  Congress  will  not  do  that,  he  is  instructed  to  use  legal 
means  to  conq^el  the  execution  of  the  trust,  or  a  comjxjnsation.  It 
is  now  impossible  for  Mr.  Symmes  to  fulfill  the  trust ;  that  he  has 
put  out  of  his  power ;  but  he  may  be  made  to  pay  the  value,  and 
with  great  reason,  because  he  paid  nothing  to  the  United  States  for 
that  land,  and  the  expectation  of  such  a  seminary  was,  no  doubt,  an 
inducement  to  those  who  purchased  within  the  bounds  to  pay  him 
higher  prices  than  they  would  otherwise  have  done.  Were  he  to 
pay  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  only  for  them,  and  the  money  invested 
in  six  per  cent,  stock,  or  put  at  interest  on  real  security,  the  interest 
of  the  forty  thousand  dollars  would  handsomely  maintain  the  insti- 
tution, and  the  odd  six  thousand  eighty  dollars  would  complete  the 
buildings,  so  that  it  might  come  into  operation  immediately ;  and 
this  I  should  think  more  advantageous  than  even  the  land,  which 
seems  to  have  been  intended,  though  it  would  easily  bring  five  dol- 
lars were  it  free  for  sale.  What  legal  means  can  be  taken  by  Mr. 
Harrison  I  do  not  see,  for,  though  the  trust  is  to  Mr.  Symmes,  for 
the  use  of  the  adventurers,  within  the  bounds  of  his  patent  (and 
the  people  at  large  have  nothing  to  do  with  it),  yet  it  was 
made  by  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  those  adventures.  It 
was,  in  fact,  a  part  of  the  price  paid  for  the  lands,  and  their  trustee 
having  failed  to  apply  it,  it  api)ears  to  me  that  it  is  by  them  that  he 
ought  to  be  called  to  account. 

I  have  conversed  with  you  on  the  subject  of  dividing  this  Terri- 
tory into  districts  and  erecting  two  governments  in  it.  You  seemed 
to  think  it  would  be  a  proper  measure,  and  that  nothing  made 
against  it  but  the  additional  expense  it  would  occasion.  To  me 
that  has  always  appeared  a  small  consideration,  when  compared 
with  the  inconveniences  that  would  probably  follow  from  its  soon 
becoming  a  State  ;  and,  if  it  is  not  divided,  it  must  become  a  State 
very  soon.  It  is  even  thought  by  some  that  the  requisite  number 
of  inhabitants  are  now  within  it,  and  measures  have  been  taken  by 
the  legislature  to  ascertain  it.  But  no  time  shall  be  lost,  when  it 
does  come  about,  by  directing  an  annual  enumeration. 
Vol.  11—31. 


482  The  St.  Gair  Papers. 

A  multitude  of  indigent  and  ignorant  people  are  but  ill  qualified 
to  form  a  cunstiCution  and  goverumeut  for  themselves  ;  but  that  i^ 
not  the  grente.it  evil  to  be  feared  tram  it.  They  are  too  for  removed 
from  the  seat  of  goverumeiit  to  be  much  impressed  with  the  poner 
of  the  United  Htatea.  Their  eouQection  with  any  of  them  is  very 
Blender— many  of  them  liaving  left  nothing  but  ereditors  behind 
them,  whom  they  would  very  willingly  forget  entirely.  Fixed  po- 
litico! principles  they  have  none,  and  though  at  present  they  Boem 
attached  to  the  General  Government,  it  is  in  fact  but  a  passing  eea- 
timent,  easily  changed  or  even  removed,  and  certainly  not  strong 
enough  to  be  counted  upon  as  a  principle  of  action  ;  uud  there  art 
a  good  many  who  hold  sentiments  la  direct  opposition  to  its  princi- 
ples, and  who,  though  quiet  at  present,  would  then  take  the  lend. 
Their  government  would  moat  probably  lie  democratic  in  ila  form 
and  oligarchic  In  its  execution,  and  more  troublet>ome  and  more  o[>- 
poi!ed  to  the  mcjisures'of  the  United  Slal£s  than  even  Kentucky. 
All  this,  I  think,  may  be  prevented  by  the  division  of  the  Territory. 
Time  would  be  aflbrded  for  the  cultivationof  a  dif position  favorable 
to  the  General  Government,  as  the  inhabitants  would  meet  with 
nothing  but  frJendsihip  and  protection  from  llu*  t'uiti'il  States,  ami 
the  influence  of  the  few  wealthy  would  cease  entirely,  or  scarce  be 
felt,  and  gratitude  and  attachment  would  become  fixed  habits  of  the 
mind.  But  it  is  not  every  ihvision  that  would  answer  those  pur- 
jKises,  but  sucli  a  imc  as  would  prolwihly  keeji  them  iu  the  colonial 
state  for  a  fpiod  niauy  ycttrs  to  come.  In  a  letter,  which  I  wrote  to 
the  SiHTctiiry  of  State  !iy  llio  last  {mM,  on  this  j^uliject,  1  mentioned 
the  proper  Iwiundarics  to  tlii-m,  but,  ou  further  rcllectiou,  I  think  it 
would  not  answer;  that  it  would  divide  the  prisicut  iuhabitants  iu 
HUeh  a  manner  as  to  miike  the  upper  or  eastern  division  surely  Fed- 
eral, au<l  form  n  counterpoise  from  opposing  lonil  interests  in  the 
western  division  to  thosi'  who  are  unfriendly  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, I  think  is  cerlaiu  ;  but  the  eastern  divlsiim  ia  too  thinlv  in- 
habited, and  the  design  would  be  too  evident.  A  line  drawn  due 
north  from  the  mouth  of  Eagle  Creek,  where  it  empties  itself  intt> 
the  Ohio,  would  answer  Iwtter.  There  would  then  be  the  counties 
of  Adams,  of  Itoss,  of  Washington,  of  Jefferson  and  Trumbull  in 
the  easteru  division,  and  all  of  them  must  hereafter  be  subdivided, 
and  other  counties  made  out  of  them;  ami  the  western  division 
wcmhl  contain  the  counties  of  Hamilton,  Wayne,  Knox,  St.  Clair, 
and  linndolph,  aud  each  of  them  would  have  a  i-ufficient  number  of 
inhabitants  to  continue  in  the  present  stage  of  government — that  is, 
to  lujikc  laws  for  themselves  by  their  represeutatives  ;  whereas,  were 
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the  Territory  divided  by  the  great  Miami,  the  western  divisioD  must 
I'etum  to  the  first  stage.  The  expense,  which  you  seemed  to  think 
-would  be  the  principal  obstruction,  would  be  but  trifling,  for,  un- 
doubtedly, an  increase  of  judges  there  must  be,  if  any  regard  is  had 
to  the  people.  It  is  utterly  impossible  that  three  judges  can  do  the 
business,  but  were  they  sufficiently  numerous  for  the  country  as  it 
now  is,  they  might  serve  for  the  whole  of  it  when  divided  into  two 
districts.  The  whole  additional  expense,  then,  that  the  division 
would  occasion  would  be  the  salary  of  one  Governor. 

The  division  of  the  Territory,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  pressed, 
and  I  believe  it  to  be  a  part  of  Colonel  Worthington's  business  in 
Philadelphia ;  and  the  great  Miami,  or  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth 
of  it,  will  be  set  forth  in  the  strongest  manner  as  the  proper  line. 
The  people  of  Ross  are  very  desirous  it  should  take  place.  Their 
views  are  natural  and  innocent  enough.  They  look  no  further  than 
giving  consequence  to  Chillicothe.  But  I  am  very  much  mistaken 
if  their  leaders  have  not  other  and  more  extensive  views.  They 
think  the  division  in  that  way  would  but  little  retard  their  becoming 
a  State,  and  as  almost  all  of  them  are  democrats,  whatever  they 
pretend  to  the  contrary,  they  expect  that  both  the  power  and  the 
influence  would  come  into  their  hands,  and  that  they  would  be  able 
to  model  it  as  they  please ;  and  it  is  my  fixed  belief  it  would  be  in 
a  manner  as  unfriendly  to  the  United  States  as  possible.  This, 
however,  is  in  confidence,  and  I  particularly  request  that  my  senti- 
ments may  not  be  confided  to  Mr.  Worthiugton,  who,  I  have  dis- 
covered, not  to  be  entirely  that  candid  man  I  once  represented  him 
to  you,  and  who  I  now  think  a  very  designing  one. 

On  the  subject  of  the  judges,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  bring  to 
your  mind  what  you  meutioDcd  to  me  about  Mr.  Kittera.  He 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  great  acquisition,  and  I  beg  of  you  to 
use  your  influence  in  his  favor. 

There  should  be  one  lawyer  on  the  bench  where  their  decisions  are 
final.  If  an  additional  number  is  appointed,  it  would  be  a  grateful 
thing.  That  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  law,  who  here  are  resi- 
dents, should  be  thought  of,  is  to  be  expected ;  and  there  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  name  of  McMillan,  a  counselor,  spoken  of  to  me  in 
strong  terms  by  the  rest  of  the  bar,  and  I  believe  they  will  recom- 
mend him  to  the  President.  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  him. 
He  is  a  man  of  much  application,  with  a  strong  and  not  unculti* 
vated  mind,   an  awkward  appearance  and  address,  and  is  an  indif-^ 
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fcrcnt  speaker,  but  has  Mr  reputatioii,  and  id  la  great  Mteem  vith  1 
tlie  people. 

I  liave  written  you  a  letter  of  a  most  uoraerciful  length,  biit  you  I 
must  blame  yourself  for  having  encouraged  this  corrusiMjndei 
and,  to  tell  yoti  the  truth,  you  are  now  the  only  poison  with  wfa»a  ■  1 
I  do  correspond  on  subjecU  of  this  nature.     Accept  ihc  isnmplimeDto  | 
of  the  season,  and  my  sincere  wishes  that  you  may  see  it  often  hap- 
pily return. 


GovEENOB  St.  Claib  to  1 

CmCDmATi,  December  23d,  1799. 

Sir: — The  inclosed  address  from  the  General  Asaembly  of  the 
Territory,  was  put  into  my  bands  on  the  19th  inataot,  the  day 
on  wliich  it  was  prorogued,  by  a  committee  of  both  houeea,  with  a 
request  that  I  would  transmit  it  to  you.  In  that,  sir,  they  imposed 
a  very  agreeable  duty  upon  me ;  for  the  sentiments  appeared  to  be 
such  as  were  proper  for  them  to  express,  and,  having  pnblidy  ex- 
pressed them,  the  Individuals  will  find  themselves  prompted  (had 
they  no  better  motives,  aud  I  hope  and  believe  they  have  many 
better)  by  the  desire  so  natural  to  men,  of  leading  others  to  think 
as  they  do,  to  pnipagiitc  llicm  anionf;  their  constituent.'*;  nod  noth- 
ing can  lie  mure  af^reeahle  lomc  than  l>ciug  made  the  channel  through 
which  the  testimonies  of  coufidencc  and  resj^icct  nud  of  attachment 
towards  you  are  conveyed. 

I  trust  a  short  time  only  will  elai>sc  before  they  are  common  to 
the  whole  Aincriciiu  people, 

A  law,  sir,  has  been  iML-^sed,  during  the  session  of  the  legislature, 
for  regulating  the  militia,  which  requires  a  number  of  general  officers 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  So  soon  as  I  cau  get  a  copy,  it  shall  he 
sent  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  to  be  laid  before  j-ou,  and,  with  your 
permission,  I  will  name  to  you  such  persons  in  the  different  counties 
as  appear  to  me,  in  all  respects,  the  fittest  to  fill  those  offices. 


To  John  Adajis,  Pre-sidest  of  thi;  United  States, 

Sir: — The  General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  north-west  of  the 

Kiver  Ohio,'  bclievinij  that  the  highest  reward  which  n  virtuous 

'Rcmtced,  unanimous!;/,  b;i  the.  Le^isltiibt  G'lmdtand  ffaimeqf  Eeprtaeni'i. 
iives,  elc,  Thut  tbo  Govcniur  of  Ihu  suid  Ti-rritiiry  bu  requested  li>  transmit 
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public  officer  can  receive  is  the  applause  of  bis  fellow-citizens,  are 
anxious  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  declaring  their  con- 
fidence in  your  virtue  and  talents,  and  their  approbation  of  your 
official  conduct.  With  a  degree  of  pleasure  and  exultation  more 
easily  felt  than  expressed,  we  review  the  history  of  your  important 
life,  replete  with  proofs  of  patriotic  virtue.  At  a  period  which  de- 
manded more  than  ordinary  firmness,  we  saw  you  step  forward,  the 
resolute  supporter  of  your  country's  rights.  We  witnessed  your 
perseverance  through  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  to  your  firmness 
we  attribute  the  enjoyment  of  the  rich  country  we  now  inhabit. 
Having  acted  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  the  establishment  of 
American  independence,  at  the  close  of  the  arduous  contest, 
which  enrolled  the  United  States  on  the  record  of  nations,  you 
might  have  retired  to  the  shade  of  private  life,  and  securely  en- 
joyed the  approbation  of  an  upright  mind  and  the  applause  of  a 
grateful  country,  but,  happily  for  America,  you  chose  to  continue 
in  public  life  till  the  confidence  of  your  fellow-citizens,  at  a 
critical  moment,  placed  you  at  the  helm  of  state ;  and  permit  us, 
sir,  to  assure  you,  that  we  are  duly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
wisdom,  justice,  and  firmness  with  which  you  have  discharged  this 
important  trust ;  and  we  take  this  early  opportunity  of  assuring 
you,  sir,  of  our  sincere  attachment  to  the  American  Constitution 
and  Government,  and  of  our  determination  to  afford  every  possible 
support  to  both. 

We  believe  that,  regardless  of  the  voice  of  party  spirit  which  has 
striven  to  distract  our  national  councils,  you  have  kept  the  honor 
and  happiness  of  the  nation  constantly  in  view ;  and  we  ardently 
pray  that  the  Wise  Ruler  of  nations  may  preserve  your  health  and 

life. 

Edward  Tiffin, 

Spe<ilcer  of  Hie  Howie  of  Representatives, 

H.  Vanderburgh, 

President  of  tlie  Council, 

to  the  President  of  tho  United  States  the  following  address  (signed  by  the 
President  of  the  Council,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives, 
in  behalf  of  both  houses),  together  with  this  resolution.^ 

(1)  The  address  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  council^  but  there  were 
^ye  negative  votes  in  the  house.^Sec  Vol.  I.,  p.  213. 
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AXSIVEB  OF  THE  PRESn>E>T  OF  THE  UtTTED    StATES  TO 
FROSI  LeCJISLATCKE  OF  THE  TeIUUTOKY. 

Phu-adelphia,  January  18,  1800. 

Gf:ndemen : — A  kind  address  htm  been  tnuisniitteil  to  me,  nt  jour 
request,  by  (ioveroor  St.  Clair,  and  sulK^Tibed  by  Edward  Tiffin, 
S|H.-aker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  H.  \'atiderburgh,  the 
President  of  the  Couaoil ;  the  more  agreeable  to  me  as  it  appears 
to  liave  been  unanimous,  I  pray  you  to  accept  of  my  sincere 
tliuuka  for  this  pledge  of  your  alTeetion  and  respect.  The  con- 
fidence aud  approbation  of  so  remote  a  portion  of  the  iiatiun,  as  it 
may  l>e  supposed  to  be  impartial,  is  very  precious  to  me.  Wliat- 
uver  may  have  been  my  pnjsiiccta  in  private  life  ;  whatever  delight 
X  have  taken  in  its  punuiUi,  and  wlmt«ror  inclination  I  may  have 
always  had  for  its  tranquillity,  1  have  not  declined  the  invitations 
of  the  public  to  assist  in  their  counciU.  If  any  efibrta  of  mine,  in 
i-jiDcert  with  others  of  brighter  talents  and  ftiircr  fame,  have  con- 
tributed, iu  any  degree,  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rich  country  you 
DOW  inhabit,  this  consideration  alone  ought  to  be  esteemed  by  me 
as  a  sufficient  reward  for  the  services  of  a  whole  life. 

Your  sincere   attachment  to  the  Canstitution  and  Government, 

and  your  determination  to  afford  every  possible  support  to  both,  do 

vou  honor,  while  your  pniyers  for  luy  life  and  health  deserve  my 

best  thanks  and  sincere  benedictions  to  yourself  and  your  posterity. 

JoiiN  Adasis. 


Addre.«s  of  Goversok  8t.  Clair  ox  the  Df^th  of  Ghxeru:. 

\VasI1IX(JTOX.' 

I  thank  you,  gentlemen — my  fcllow-cilizcns,  I  thank  you  all  for 
this  mark  of  resi>ect  which  you  hnvejust  jiaid  to  the  memory  of  our 

'  ''And  solemn  movoii  iilmig  tlio  taviik'nde." 
HBluriky  Inst  exhibited  to  tliis  town  a  Boeiio  of  mourning,  which  it  hsd 
never  before  witncesod.  Tlint  diiy  hud  been  jireviously  sel  npart  for  ihe 
purpose  of  paying  t1>0  nioal  Eoictnn  funeral  honors  to  tho  memory  of  tho 
man  "  Qrft  in  wnr,  Hot  in  peace,  first  in  the  hearta  of  his  countrymen,"  GeH' 
crul  Georgp  Wiisliinglon. 

In  obpdiim™  to  thu  or<hTS  of  Miijor.General  HRmilton.  Csptain  Miller, 
llio  coiiiiiiBtiding  iiQJcur  nt  Fort  Washington,  had  made  Hrr»nj;emen[a  for 
Ihnt  piirpieo.  Tho  morning  of  the  solemn  day  wus  announced  by  sixteen 
diachni^es  of  cannon,  in  quick  succession.  At  12  oclock  tlio  troops  formed 
oa  tho  flat  in  front  of  the  garrison,  where  they  were  joined  by  Captain  Find- 
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£iend,  General  Washington,  that  good  and  great  man,  who  was  not 
only  the  father  of  his  country,  but  the  friend  and  benefactor  of 
mankind,  for  his  life  was  a  lesson,  and  it  will  be  a  lasting  one  to  all 
who  aim  at  being  truly  great  or  truly  useful. 

Could  virtue,  my  friends,  have  rescued  from  the  grave,  we  should 
not  now  have  had  to  perform  thb  mournful  ceremony,  nor  to  lament 
the  loss  we  have  sustained.  A  heavy  loss  it  is,  and  for  which  our  grief 
is  both  decent  and  proper.  But  let  us  not  sorrow  as  those  who  have 
no  hope.  He  is  gone  to  those  mansions  of  bliss,  where  the  spirits  of 
just  men  are  made  perfect,  to  receive  his  glorious  reward,  and  where 
nothing  he  did  or  suffered  for  his  country  will  be  forgotten !  For 
ourselves,  indeed,  we  have  much  sorrow ;  for  he  was  removed  from 
us  at  a  most  critical  time,  when  our  country  is  threatened  from 
abroad  and  distracted  by  divisions  at  home.    But  if  we,  my  friends^ 

lay-3  troop  of  horse,  tho  Masonic  brethren,  and  a  large  concourse  of  citizens, 
all  eager  to  testify  their  high  veneration  for  the  character  of  the  illustrious 
deceased,  and  tho  deep  sense  which  they  entertained  of  his  loss,  by  paying 
this  mournful  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory.  The  bier  was  received  by 
the  troops,  formed  in  lines,  with  presented  arms,  officers,  drums,  and  colors 
saluting  The  procession  then  moved  on  in  the  following  order,  minute  guns 
firmg  from  the  garrison,  and  the  music  performing  a  solemn  dirge: 

Cavalry. 

Kegular  troops. 

Horse  representing  that  of  the  General,  with  saddle,  holsters,  and  pistols,. 

and  boots  reversed. 
Rev.  Mr.  Wallace. 
Dr.  Sellman,  ,  Dr.  Elliott, 

Captain  Prince,  S^  Major  Zeigler, 

Captain  Spencer,  ©  Major  Goforth, 

Fall-bearers.  PaU-hearera, 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor, 

and  the  Attorney-General,  as  mourners. 

3Iasonic  brethren. 

Militia  officers  in  uniform. 

Citizens. 

Having  proceeded  through  different  streets,  and  arrived  at  the  place  rep- 
Tesenting  that  of  interment,  the  military  halted,  and,  opening  their  lines, 
formed  an  avenue  for  the  bier,  and  those  immediately  attendant  on  it,  to 
pass  through,  the  troops  leaning  on  reversed  arms.  The  coffin  having  been 
deposited  in  the  grave,  a  prayer  suitable  fur  the  occasion  was  delivered  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Wallace,  after  which  the  Masonic  brethren  performed  their 
oeremony.  Three  discharges  of  musketry  over  the  grave  concluded  the 
military  ceremonies. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  then  delivered  the  following  address. — Fron^ 
the  Western  Spy^  February  5,  1 800. 
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with  Imnible  coufideDce,  place  our  roIutiKw  upon  AlmightyT 
who  rubed  him  ii|>  aud  pudowetl  Liin  with  sll  the  lalt'Jit^  that  nero 
necessirj-  for  all  the  greiil  and  iiupurUutt  etatiotis  lie  was  called  to 
in  the  course  of  His  provideuce,  aud  under  whose  giiiduDL-u  v 
led  to  iodepeudouce  and  attained  our  liberty,  rfgiilutcd  and  guided^ 
by  the  beat  and  wisest  pro™ions,  aud  we  art  tnii>  t*>  virtue  aud  our-^ 
eelves,  we  ueed  uot  fear  that  Bhould  troubles  euuompasa  us,  He  will 
Dot  again  mis«t  up  for  us  tit  iuetrumeiits  to  lead  us  through  tbem, 
and  to  accomplish  nil  His  gracious  p(irpi)H-<H  tuwunk  us ;  and  the 
many  visible  instances  of  Hia  iuterpofition  in  our  liivor,  heretfilbre,  , 
when  every  probability  was  against  us,  and  hope  itwlf  almoet  ex«4 
tinguislied,  while  the  recollection  of  it  ought  to  excite  in  us  tlM' 
most  lively  gnititude,  afiords  na  good  ground  to  believe  that  great 
tilings  aie  intended  for  us  as  a  ualiou,  if  we  do  not  disappoint  them 
ourselves,  and,  by  our  vices,  call  dowu  the  diviDc  dbpleasure.  Of 
this,  my  friends,  l>c  assured  :  if  we  do  not  forsake  Gou,  He  will  uot 
forsake  us,  and  of  this  our  deceased  friend  has  left  us  both  the  es- 
ample  and  the  proof.  He  trusted  in  iiod,  and  He  delivered  him 
from  nil  his  eneDiics.  His  life  was  a  life  of  virtue,  and  bb  latter 
end  was  peace. 


GovKHNoi!  St.  C'l.Atit  TO  John  Ahams. 

CiNfiNXATi,  Jiimiarij  27,  1800. 
Sir: — I  buvo  tiiki'ii  the  lilicTty  to  iiifhist;  to  you  the  writlcu  re- 
quest of  thu  jii'iulciuru  1.1'  thu  Iwir  of  lluiiiiltou  county  for  the  ap- 
poiuluieut  of  -Mr.  McMillan,'  The  olycct  of  it  I  kn<jw  to  be  a  man 
of  iule<.'rity  ;  much  esteeiiiwl,  and  of  con.^idci-jihle  iuflueuce.  Of  his 
ptiliticul  iiriocijjle.s,  I  have  learued  that  noiiic  <hmht  has  been  made 
in  riilladt'l]ihiu,  aud  that  the  rcpr(.'Keutativc  lin.t  mentioned  to  some 
]>erMm.--  here  that  au  explicit  declaration  that  be  wouhl  support  the 
ad m in i.-^t ration,  to  lie  made  by  him  or  some  jktsou  iu  iiis  belinlf 
that  coubl  l)c  de|K'n<led  uimn,  would  lie  required  in  ouler  to  his  be- 
ing nominated.  Altbougli  I  have  ever  thought  it  wn.>ng  that  offices 
should  be  trusted  to  enemies  of  the  Government,  I  doubted  of  Mr. 
Harrison's  authority  to  siy  that  an  express  declaration  that  he 
would  supjiort  the  admiuistratiiiu  Wimld  be  rwjuired  of  any  person, 
and  it  has  not  even  Ixfu  binted  to  Mr.  ^[cMillan.  Though  he  has 
rather  leaned  toward  democRuy,  I  can  say  with  truth  that  he  has 

'  See  SI,  Cliiir's  iKter  to  Sciiulor  Kos?,  Dftember,  1799,     Mr.  HcMillan 
was  nieiitiutiL-J  in  uuiiiieclion  with  h  pLuiti(>n  ud  the  liencb. 


"T* 
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always  been  moderate,  and  a  single  session  in  the  assembly  has  en- 
tirely removed  the  prejudice  he  had  in  favor  of  a  single  branch  of 
legislation,  which  he  openly  and  candidly  acknowledges. 


Go\'XRNOR  St.  Clair  to  William  Henry  Harrison. 

Cincinnati,  February  17,  1800. 

Sir : — The  inclosed  petition  from  the  people  of  St.  Vincennes  was 
received  by  express  a  few  days  ago,  and  waa  accompanied  with  a  re- 
quest that  I  would  forward  it  to  Congress.  I  must  beg  you  to  have 
the  goodness  to  present  it.  The  object  of  the  petition  is  that  such 
a  division  of  the  Territory  may  take  place  as  would  throw  them  and 
the  people  of  the  Illinois  country  back  into  that  kind  of  government 
from  which  the  Territory  at  large  has  just  emerged,  which  is  moro 
fully  explained  to  me  in  the  letter  accompanying  the  petition  than 
in  the  petition  it.self.  It  may  seem  to  Ci^ngress  a  strange  request, 
but  if  their  local  situation  is  considered,  their  great  distance,  and 
the  little  ctmuectiou  or  even  intercourse,  and  the  difficulty  of  that 
intercourse,  it  will  not  api)ear  to  be  an  unreasonable  one,  especially 
if  this  circumstance,  detailed  in  my  letters,  is  well  founded : 

"  It  is  found,  ui)()n  an  accurate  estimate,  that  the  Territorial  tax 
which  falls  upon  this  county,  under  the  present  revenue  laws,  will 
exceed  the  amount  of  the  specie  circulating  in  it,  and  as  they  are 
fully  persuaded  that,  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two,  they  will  fall 
back  to  the  situation  from  which  they  have  just  emerged,  they  con- 
ceive it  would  be  an  intolerable  grievance  to  have  their  lands  sold 
for  the  support  of  a  government  from  which  they  expect  to  receive 
little  or  no  advantage." 

A  division  of  the  Territory  is  a  subject  on  which  I  have  thought 
a  great  deal,  and  have  fervently  wished,  and  you  well  know  that, 
from  the  enormous  extent  of  it  at  ])resent,  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
keep  even  the  executive  part  of  the  government  in  order.  The 
great  and  growing  importance  of  this  country  seems  never  to  have 
been  attended  to;  in  truth,  there  were  few  persons  in  Congress  who 
knew  much  about  it,  and  the  concerns  of  the  States  they  repre- 
sented, together  with  the  great  interests  of  the  Union,  kept  it,  in  a 
great  measure,  out  of  sight.  We  may  now  hope  that  some  attention 
will  be  paid  to  it,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  have  seen  that  you 
have  l>een  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee  for  takiug  its  con- 
cerns into  consideration.  How  much  soever  a  division  is  to  be 
wished,  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way.     The  increase  of  expense 
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uroald  form  one ;  but  it  ia  an  ill-calculation  to  pot  a  little  moocj  n 
the  wale  agKinEt  the  welfare  uml  liap[iine.-w  of  a  mullitiide  of  peo- 
ple. Tu  rfDder  the  Terriliiry  uiuiiageable,  it  would  require  to  be 
divided  iuto  three  diBtritita;  uiid  iheji  it  uiny  1k'  thought  thai  the 
Ordiuftuce  slituda  in  the  way,  that  haviii};  jiriivided  for  a  division 
into  two  only,  and  it  i»  generally  BUppow-d  timt  the  Ordinance  can 
not  he  altered  but  by  common  cimsent.  Thin,  I  think,  a  tnislake. 
There  is,  indeed,  a  part  of  it  where  the  fundanieiital  principles  of 
the  yialea  which  may  hereafter  be  creeled  are  laid,  that  is  declared 
t<i  be  a  nimiwct  not  to  be  changed  but  by  common  consent;  but 
every  other  jiurt  of  it  in  as  much  in  the  power  of  (.'ongreea  to  alt*r 
or  repeal  m  a  law  which  niiiy  h«ve  {ui^sed  yesterday-  Suppose 
these  difticulties  got  over,  how  are  the  districts  to  be  bounded?  The 
object  of  Bome  ia  that  the  eaatero  dititriet  ahould  extend  from  the 
line  of  PenuHylvania  to  the  Great  Miami ;  the  middle  district  to 
i-omprehcnd  the  country  Iwtween  the  Great  Miami  and  the  Wabash, 
and  the  western  district  the  country  Ijctween  that  and  the  Mis9issi]){n. 
On  tliftt  priitiusitiou,  I  would  observe  that  the  eastern  division  would 
Ix-  still  t(M)  lorpe,  and  in  the  middle  one  there  would  he  very  few 
people,  and  the  In<lian  title  to  a  great  part  of  it  id  not  extinguished. 
The  manner  that  strikeii  me  as  most  ehgible  is  that  the  Scioto,  and 
a  line  drawn  north  from  tlie  forks  of  it,  should  form  the  western 
liounrUiry  nf  the  eastern  district :  a  line  dniwu  north  from  that  part 
of  the  Indian  hoiindury  line  ojiposite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky, 
the  wcslern  houndarv  of  the  miiidle  divisiim  ;  and  the  western 
division  In  eomiireheud  all  the  country  Iwtween  that  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  natural  advantages  would,  in  this  manner,  remain  to 
every  part.  Marietta  wr)iild  most  pndiahly  l>e  the  seat  of  the  gov- 
ernment for  this  district,  and  snfiicienlly  convenient  to  every  Jiart 
of  it;  Cineinnati  would  continue  to  Ik.',  with  etjual  convenience, 
the  seat  of  the  middle  district,  and  St.  Vincennes  for  the  western; 
not,  indeed,  eiiually  eonvenienl.  but  more  so  than  any  other  place 
that  could  he  chosen.  Tlierc  are  many  other  advantages  which 
woxild  Hiiw  from  this  measure  which  I  will  not  trouble  you  with.  I 
will  oidy  olwrve  that  almost  any  division  into  two  parts  which 
could  lie  made  would  ruin  Cincinnati. 

I  hi-g  leave  to  put  y<)U  in  mind  of  the  donations  to  the  heads  of 
femilies  in  the  Illinois  country.  Their  ]>elitions  on  the  subject  are 
no  doubt  (in  the  files,  tiir  they  have  been  often  made.  The  situa- 
tion of  them  is  this :  Certain  spaces  near  to  the  villages  were  to  be 
laid  out  in  sijuaros  or  parallelograms,  sufficiently  large  for  the  whole 
of  the  donations,  and  within  them  they  were  to  be  laid  and  di?- 
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tributed  by  lot.  It  was  found  that  the  whole  of  those  spaces,  sup- 
posed by  Congress  to  be  vacant,  were  covered  either  by  old  French 
and  English  grants,  or  by  grants  from  the  command  of  officers  of 
Virginia  and  the  courts  of  the  country,  to  which  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1791,  gave  validity.  They  pray  that  they  may  be  laid 
off  for  them  on  the  Kaskaskia  Kiver,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Cahokia,  and  they  may  be  laid  there  without  injury ;  but  that  they 
have  not  hitherto  been  laid,  has  been  an  irreparable  injury  to  many 
and  to  the  country.  I  have  troubled  you  with  a  letter  of  enormous 
length,  and  will  only  add  to  it  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Harrison, 
which  I  beg  you  to  present. 

Governor  St.  Clair  to  M.  de  Luziere.* 

Cincinnati,  fe  Aieme  Mars,  1800. 
Monsieur : — La  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  Thonneur  d'fecrire  le 
28  May  dernier ;  je   n'ai  re^u  que  depiiis  deux   raois  et  je  n'ai 

^  A  victim  of  tho  Scioto  Company.  The  letter  to  which  St.  Clair's  is  a  re- 
ply was  as  follows : 

A  Mr.  Le  General  Ste.  Clair,  Gouverneur  general  dv  pays  dk 

l'ouest  des  Etats-Unis. 

De  la  nouvelle  Bourbon  des  Illinois,  le  28  3/ay,  1799. 

Mon  Ocneral: — Permettez-moi  de  mc  r'appeler  a  votre  souvenir  et  de  re- 
clamer  vos  Bont^s  et  Votre  appiii  en  faveur  d'une  petition  que  son  Excel- 
lence Le  Chevalier  De  Yrujo  ministre  de  sa  Mnjestd  Catholique  prds  des 
Etats-Unis  sest  charge  de  remettre,  pour  moy  au  Congres,  a  I'effet  d'obtenirde 
sa  justice  et  do  sa  Bienfaisance,  quatre  mille  acres  de  terres  entre  la  Kivicre 
des  Illinois  et  le  Yilago  de  Cahokia  en  indemnity  do  Cellcs  que  la  Compagnie 
du  Scioto  m'a.  vendues  en  1790.  et  jamais  livrees,et  des  dcpensesexcossives  quo 
I'in^xecution  de  cette  acquisition  m'an^cesssairemcnt  occasion nC*es;  Ayantet^ 
t^moin  vous  m^me,  mon  g^n^ral  lors  de  mon  arrivde  sur  I'Ohio,  des  cruels 
cmbarras,  genes,  pertes,  et  peines  que  j'ay  eprouv^s  en  cette  occasion  avec 
ma  nombreuse  famille,  et  quelques  compatriotes  de  mes  amis  se'duits  et 
tromp^  com  me  moi  par  les  fausses  promessos  et  assurances  des  agents  de  la- 
dite  Compagnie,  j'ose  me  flatter  que  bien  loin  d'etre  contraire  et  de  vous 
opposer  au  succ^s  de  ma  demande,  vous  daignerez  la  proteger. — quoi  qu' 
actuellement  fix^  sur  la  partio  d'Espagne,  non  soulement  je  serai  a  port^io  de 
faire  valoir  les  dites  terres  dans  Tendroit  ou  je  les  demande  et  sollicite,  h  cause 
de  leur  proximite  de  chez  moi,  mais  en  outre,  mon  fils  ain^  qui  6tait  Emigre 
en  Allemagne  venant  de  me  rejoindre  se  propose  de  s'y  etablir  et  de  s*y  fixer 
•vec  sa  famille  si  je  les  obtiens. 

Nous  perdons  M.  Zcnon  Trudeau,  Lieutenant  Gouverneur  de  la  Louisiana 
Sup^rieuro  et  Commandant  d  St.  Louis  que  vous  connoissez,  il  est  rappelo  a 
son  Regiment;  il  est  remplac^  par  mon  fils  Delasurr,  Lieutenant-colonel  ag- 
gr^g^  dudit  Eegiment  qui  commandait  le  poste  de  la  Nouvelle  Madrid,  et  qui  a. 
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pas  trouv6  une  occasion  favurable  tie  ^this  r&pondre  jusqi^  i 
prtseul. 

Vous  u'avez  pas  vous  tromp6.  Monsieur,  eu  croyant  que  je  Biiis 
iulf  reas^  en  tout  ce  qui  peut  coQtribuer  ^  votrc  felicity,  et  I'ftppoinlo- 
nient  <le  M.  Delaasur,  votrc  file,  est  un  Jv^uejneDt  de  cetle  esp^oe, 
et  nous  en  avims  ici  rei;u  ies  nouvelles  avec  beaucoup  dc  plaisir. 

Pourccquiarapporta  voire  Petition  quesonKscelleiicelciuiaiatre 
de  sft  MajestC'  Catholique  e'est  charge  de  prt-senter  au  Congrts,  eer- 
talDemcut  c'cst  eu  Iranne?  mains  luais,  pcrmcttez  moi,  Monsieur,  de 
vousdire  fraucliement,  que  je  craius  pour  le  succ^s  et  je  ne  voudroia  pas 
faire  croUre  dea  espcrancea  qui  ne  pn)mettent  de  e'accomplir  heu- 
renseraent.  Loin  d'etre  opptisC  a  vos  vuea,  je  voudrois  bien  lea 
seconder avcc  tout  mon  pouvoir,parceque, justice etgtnferosito  Apart, 
leg  L'tats-uuis  voudniient  elre  tr^a  amplement  compensea  jwur  quel- 
quea  pertes  de  terre  par  racquisition  il'iiu  citoyen  tel  que  Slonsieur 
voire  fib",  et  je  Buia  iiidignfe  des  troinperies  dnnt  vous,  Mon- 
sieur, part iculi^re men t  et  tant  d'  autres  ont  6te  Ics  %'ictimes,  maia 
le  Congr^s,  Mon^eur,  ne  se  inf-Ic  pas  dans  Ics  contntt«  des  in- 
dividus,  et  laisae  Ics  trorapcurs  aux  Lois — En  croyaut,  qu'  a 
donncr  compensation  en  uu  caa  est  jeter  un  fondement  et  meme 
UH  droit  pour  lea  demandes  des  autres,  c'est  un  pas  qu'ila  prendront 
avcc  beaucoup  de  pri'cnution.  Outre  celn,  la  tcrre  meme  ii'cst  pas 
absiilumciit  ;"i  li'ur  dispor^iiiun — elle  est  afleclte  [Kjur  bi  docharge  des 
dettes  pnbliqitcs  ct  d<iit  ctre  vendue — avcc  tout  cela,  je  ue  refuse 
[MIS  ma  foiblo  aide,  et  j'ai  eorit  a  qnel<|ues  uus  dc  mes  amis  pour 
ics  nvertir.  dew  peine;*  ct  des  ihtIch  que  vous  avoz  souflert  et  dc  prier 
Icur  Iwute  eu  votrc  favcur,  cu  meme  fcnis,  M.Misicur,  il  fuut  que  je 
vous  avertiase,  avoc  la  mi"-me  franebii-e,  que  won  influence  cat  absolu- 
meut  ntieaulic.  EloignO,  ignnri;,  oublie  A  resccptioii  d'un  ou  deus 
Messieurs,  nvec  Iciapicls  j'ai  6t6  long  lema  116  ]>ar  une  araitic  ttroite, 
je  nc  conuois  pas  un  seul  memlire  du  Cougrf«,  et  soufl'rnnt  une 
espicc  dc  relegation,  api-t'S  le  sacrifice  de  mes  mcilleurs  jours,  et 
la  di^Jsipalion  de  ma  fortune  dauM  le  service  public,  bonorable 
pourtnut,  niais  sans  cons6qucncc,  vous  vcrrez  bien,  MoLiiiieur,  que  le 
bon  vouloir  es-t  tout  ce  qui  mc  reste.  Ce  tableau,  en  verilc,  u'est 
pas  bien  n'-jouissant,  muis  il  ii'cst  pas  tout  iV  fait  sombre,  et  pour 

obtcnu,  du  plus.  1o  titro  dc  Com miin dnnt  gOncriil  depuis  la  hunt  du  jMlssis- 
Eip[)i  jiL^qii'  Hii  fort  du  IVspi-riinecplat'e  vis-a-vis  (.'ului  des  iVora  eur  Ic  dit 
flciivo.  1. 11  p»it  qne  vouB  ni'iivCK  tenioigne  prendre  nee  qui  m'interessait  me 
pcrsundo  que  vons  npprendrez  cct  fivSnt-ment  nvec  plaisir, 

.Fni  I'honnour  di^tre  nvee  im  Bincere  et  rc^ipcctueuK  atlachcment,  mon 
•Gtncrnl,  Voire  trfis-ljumblo  et  tres  oWissant  scrvitcur, 

pre  Delabsur  se  Ldzi^rks. 
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contraste,  occup§  a  conduire  ma  troupe,  qui  croit  en  nombre  de 
jour  en  jour  jusqu'  a  merveille,  a  reprimer  les  vices  de  socio te,  et  a  les 
mener  a  la  felicity  publique  par  la  vertu,  j'ai  trouve  dans  cettc  meme 
relegation  une  infinite  de  jouissances,  plus  douces,  plus  solide,  et  plus 
convenable,  a  mon  age  que  je  n'aurai  jamais  trouve  dans  le  grand 
monde. — mon  seul  regret  est,  que  sans  i)erdre  le  desir,  j'ai  perdu  le 
pouvoir  d'etre  utile  a  mes  amis,  dans  le  nombre  desquels  je  vous 
prie  de  i)ermettre  que  je  range  Monsieur  de  Luziere. 

Votre  pauvre  contr^e,  Monsieur,  la  France,  est  encore  la  sc^ne  de 
troubles,  de  revolutions  et  d'excutions !  mais  il  y  a  une  revolution 
rccemment  qui  est  la  plus  extraordinaire  de  toutes  les  autres.  Buona- 
parte a  soudainement  arrive  de  TEgypte  en  France,  et  boulevers6  le 
Directoire,  les  Conseils,  et  la  Constitution  et  a  saisi  le  Gouvcrnement. 
Je  vous  envoye  une  Gazette  ou  ses  premii^res  demarches  sont  d6- 
taillees.  Pint  a.  Dieu  que  les  effets  donnent  la  paix  a  FEurope 
ensanglantee  et  au  monde  harasse. 

Faites  moi  Thonneur,  Monsieur,  de  me  presenter  respectueuscment 
a  Madame  Luziere  et  a  votre  aimable  fille,  et  croyez  que  je  suis  avec 
une  estime  tr^s  sincere.  Monsieur, 

Votre  tr6s  humble  et  obeissant  serviteur, 

Ar.  St.  Clair. 

J'aime  les  Francois  beaucoup,  et  vous  voyez  que  je  massacre  leur 
langue,  n'est  ce-pas  une  preuve  ?  ^ 

^  TRANSLATION. 

Cincinnati,  March  Aih,  1800. 

Sir : — The  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  20th  of  May 
last,  I  did  not  receive  until  two  months  ago,  and  I  have  not  found  a  favor- 
able occasion  to  reply  to  you  until  the  present  time. 

You  have  not  deceived  yourself,  sir,  in  believing  that  I  am  interested  in 
every  thing  which  can  contribute  to  your  felicity,  and  the  appointment  of 
M.  Delassur,  your  son,  is  an  event  of  this  kind,  and  we  have  received  the 
news  of  it  with  much  pleasure. 

In  reference  to  your  petition,  which  his  Excellency,  the  minister  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  has  charged  himself  with  presenting  to  Congress,  certainly 
it  is  in  gv)od  hands;  but  permit  me,  sir,  to  tell  you  frankly,  that  I  fear  for 
its  success,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  increase  hopes  which  do  not  promise  a 
happy  accomplishment.  Far  from  being  opposed  to  your  views,  I  would  wil- 
lingly second  them  with  all  my  power,  because,  justice  and  generosity  apart, 
the  United  States  would  be  amply  compensated  for  any  loss  of  land  by  the 
acquisition  of  a  citizen  such'  as  your  son,  and  I  am  indignant  at  the  de- 
ceptions of  which  you,  sir,  particularly,  and  so  many  others,  have  been  the 
victims;  but  Congress  does  not  interfere  in  the  contracts  of  individuals,  and 
leaves  the  deceivers  to  the  law,  believing  that  to  give  compensation  in  one  • 
rase  is  to  establish  a  precedent,  and  even  a  right  for  the  demands  of  others;  it 
,  is  a  step  which  they  would  take  with  much  precaution.    Besides  that,  the  land 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  Timothy  PicKEBisa. 
CiNcrNNATi,  March  ZOth, 
Sir: — A  cousiderable  time  ago,  I  tntimniilUnl  lo  the  President  m 
-copy  of  the  law  for  regulating  the  nulitiii,  ptvsscd  at  the  last  session 
of  the  legislature,  by  whieh  general  officers  lire  tnnde  neceswiry  to 
ita  complete  organization,  and  took  the  liberty  to  say  that,  with  bis 
permission,  I  would  niention  the  names  of  persons  who  appeared  to 
me  the  moat  eiiitable. 

I  have  been  since  informed  that  some  surprise  has  been  expressed 
that  no  list  of  names  for  those  uffieus  bad  been  t«ut  firwnrd,  and, 

ilflcir  is  nnt  absolulely  at  their  ditposal ;  it  is  entuilcd  Tor  the  diecburge  at 
tbe  public  debt,  und  milEl  be  «old.  With  all  that,  I  do  not  refiuu  my  feeble 
aid,  and  I  have  written  to  uiniB  ot  my  friends,  to  avquaint  tbem  with  the 
ircublei  and  luesm  which  you  have  RuOered,  and  to  beg  their  tindaeu  in 
your  fn»or.  At  the  tame  time,  sir,  I  ought  to  teli  you  frankly  thut  my  In- 
fluence  IE  absolutely  annlhilstod.  Distant,  ignorn),  forgotton,  uxcept  byons 
i>r  two  gentleman  with  whom  I  am  iiiiil«d  by  lh«  Urmeit  IVJvndflhip,  I  know 
not  a  siuglu  member  of  Congrvsa,  utid  I  nm  tuIFcring  n  kind  of  rel^gition, 
after  the  saurifii'ii  of  my  best  days  and  the  di&eipation  of  my  fortune  io  the 
public  Eervift — bununibU',  however,  but  without  consi-quenue.  You  will 
sec  well,  air,  thut  good-will  is  all  that  remains  to  me.  This  picture,  in  truth, 
U  not  very  pleiiBiinl,  but  it  i«  not  nltogethor  somber;  and  for  contrast,  occu- 
prrd  in  oondui'ting  my  band,  which  grows  in  number  from  diiy  lo  day  mar- 
veliiusly,  in  r('pre«!.ing  the  vice?  of  soi'it'ty,  und  leading  them  to  public 
Jiuppiiii-^"  L>y  virtue,  I  hiivu  fnund  in  thid  banidhnicnl  even  im  infinity  ofcn- 
joyiiii'iit-^ — suei'ter,  mnru  solid,  more  suitable  lo  my  ago  tliun  1  could  ever 
have  found  in  ibc  grunt  world.  My  only  rvgret  is,  that  without  losing  tbe 
Uesire,  I  luive  hp^t  llif  powor  of  being  useful  lo  my  friends,  in  the  number 
■if  whom  I  bi-s  you  lo  permit  mu  l.i  include  M.  de  LuKierc. 

Your  piMir  I'cuntry,  sir,  Franco,  whiit  a  scene  of  trouble?,  of  revolution!, 
and  of  oxwutionsi  But  there  has  bi'en  a  recent  revolution,  which  is  more 
estriiordinary  than  nil  the  otiicrs.  Bonnpjirto  hiia  suddenly  returned  lo 
f  niiice  from  Egypt,  and  overturned  lliu  Directory,  the  Council?,  and  the 
Constitution,  and  seiK>'d  llic  Ur>vfriiment.  I  send  you  a  Oazr/l.;  whore  his 
Hrst  fteps  are  detailed.  Would  tn  (lod  that  the  effects  may  give  peace  to 
bleeding  Piuropi^  an<l  (n  an  Inirassed  world. 

Do  mo  the  honor  lo  remonibpr  mc  respectfully,  sir,  to  Madame  de  Luziere, 
nnd  to  your  amiable  daughlor,  and  believe  that  I  am,  with  most  sincere  es- 

Your  very  humblo  and  obedient  servant, 

A.  St.  Claib. 
I  hive  the  French  very  much,  and  you  soo  bow  I  massacre  their  laugnage. 
Is  not  that  a  proof  7 
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therefore,  I  now  request  you,  sir,  to  take  the  trouble  to  lay  the  fol- 
lowing before  the  President. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

For  ihe  President — 

In  the  county  of  Randolph,  John  Edgar,  Esq.,  commands  the  mil- 
itia at  present.  He  is  a  very  good  man,  and  formerly  attached  to 
Grovernment  of  the  United  States. 

In  St.  Clair  county,  John  du  Moulin,  Esq.,  commands,  and  is 
also  a  very  good  man,  of  fair  character. 

In  the  county  of  Knox,  Francis  Vigo,  Esq.,  commands.  He  has 
been  a  very  active  officer,  and,  likewise,  formerly  attached  to  the 
Government. 

In  the  county  of  Hamilton,  Oliver  Spencer  commands.  He  is  an 
old  officer,  but  has  been  altogether  inattentive  to  the  militia,  and  is 
either  too  old  or  too  indolent  to  give  much  attention  to  it  in  future. 
Next  to  him  stands  John  S.  Gano,  an  active,  intelligent  man,  and 
a  staunch  friend  to  Government. 

In  Adams,  Nathaniel  Massie  commands,  an  active,  intelligent 
man,  and  by  far  the  most  wealthy  in  the  county,  but  a  little 
tinctured  by  democracy.  Next  to  him  stands  John  Belli,  a  well- 
informed  man,  and  clear  of  those  prejudices,  but  is  rather  un- 
popular. 

In  the  county  of  Ross,  Samuel  Fiuley  commands,  an  old  officer, 
a  friend  to  the  Government,  and  a  virtuous  man.  Mr.  Worthing- 
ton  and  Mr.  Liingham  both  look  uj)  to  the  brigadier's  office. 
Langham  is  an  old  officer,  an  ()i)en,  honest,  avowed  democrat. 
Neither  of  them  hold  any  rank  in  the  militia.  Worthington  was 
appointed  lieutenant-colonel,  and  resigned  it  on  Finle}*<6  being  ap- 
pointed colonel,  when  the  militia  was  first  organized  in  that  county. 

In  Washington,  Colonel  Sproat  commands,  and  has  commanded 
since  the  settlement  of  the  country. 

Colonel  David  Vance  commands  the  county  of  Jefferson.  He  is 
a  very  good  man,  and,  indeed,  I  know  of  no  other  there  fit  for  it. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Ja3ies  Smith,  Shi:ripf. 

Cincinnati,  June  4,  1800. 
Having  received  information  that  certain  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Hamilton,  in  your  county,  have,  in  consequence  of  an  affitiy  be- 
tween an  Indian  man  of  the  Shawanese  nation  and  an  inhabitant 
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of  the  sai<)  tov.ii  nf  tho  iiame  of  McFadcD,  in  which  ths  said  MtvJ 
Fadeii  vrus  killed,  laid  hands  u|H)ti  tuid  kept  tn  cod  fine  in  eut  thn 
men  and  a  woDiaii  of  the  eatne  uation  of  Indians,  who  are  not  cTen  J 
olmrgwl  with  having  had  any  concern  in  the  aaiil  uflh*.}',  oor  in. 
killini^  the  said  McFadenj  and,  wkeren«,  it  U  pnmded  by  thW 
ninth  article  of  the  trtaity  of  Oreenvillc,  to  vrliich  tho  Sbawanese^ 
nation  was  n  piirly,  "  that  for  iiynrics  dime  liy  individnals,  either  of 
the  Indian  nations  or  of  the  Unil«d  Stiites.  no  private  revenge  or 
reti'ibiition  shall  take  place,  but  instead  thereof,  cnmpiaint  shall  bo 
luade  by  the  party  iniured  to  the  chief  authority  of  the  other,"  etc, 
and  the  arrest  and  detention  of  the  tiaid  Lidian  int-n  and  woman  i» 
H  direct  violation  of  ttit^  aforesaid  stipulation,  and  i*  an  unwarrant- 
llblo  exertion  of  [wwer  by  individual",  this  is  to  authorize  and  re- 
(juire  you  to  pnweed  to  the  town  of  Hatniilon,  and  to  take  into  your 
custody  the  said  In<lian  men  and  woman ;  and.  if  ynn  find  it  pru- 
dent to  do  BO.  to  set  tbem  at  liberty,  and  send  them  among  tJieir 
nation.  But  should  it  appear  to  you  that  they  can  not  safely  be 
sent  from  tbe  town  of  Hamilton,  yon  are  to  bring  them  to  me  st 
Cincinnati;  and  if  you  Imve  ground  to  suspect  a  rescue  l)eiug  at- 
tempted, or  violence  offered  to  them  on  the  way,  you  are  to  take 
the  power  of  the  county  to  your  aid,  or  such  part  thereof  aa  yon 
pball  jmige  sufficient  to  secure  their  safe  removal ;  for  all  which 
this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant. 


Wd.i,iam  Ewiso  to  Govt:rn-oii  St.  Claib. 

Dktroit,  Juhj  12.  1800. 

Sir: — I  l>cg  leave,  as  one  of  the  settlers  in  the  Territory  on  the 
tract  called  Now  Connecticut,  to  make  a  few  remarks  to  your  Ex- 
cellency with  res|M;ct  to  our  settlement  ns  may  help  to  give 
information  to  induce  you  to  sot  off  a  county  in  that  part  of  the 
Territory. 

We  are  bounded  by  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Eric  on  the  north, 
extending  from  the  west  bounds  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  west- 
ward forty-live  miles  to  tlio  Cuyahoga  liiver;  on  the  west  by  said 
river.  Our  width  south  from  the  hike  is  filty  miles  upon  an  avei-- 
nge.  This  tnict  is  divided,  or  run  out  into  townsliijts,  of  five  miles 
f^quare,  and  many  of  thcf^c  towushijis  are  divided  into  lots  or  farms 
fjr  the  accomnioduliim  of  settlers.  In  a  fp-eat  number  of  tbe  town- 
ehips  are  settlers  and  settlements  made,  and  the  settlements  are  in- 
creasiiijr  fti.M.     It  i*  not  possible  for  me  to  say  with  certainty  what 


Correspondence,  Addresses y  Etc.  497 

number  of  male  inhabitants  we  consist  of  in  the  purchase,  but  I 
think  I  can,  with  safety,  venture  to  say  to  your  Excellency  that  we 
exceed  the  number  of  five  hundred  free  males.  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  address  your  Excellency  from  a  wish  that  we  may  get 
organized  into  a  county  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient  for  you  to  do 
it,  as  we  shall  suffer  much  if  we  are  annexed  to  any  other  county. 
Your  son  and  others  have  informed  me  you  expected  to  be  out  in 
that  country  this  summer,  if  your  health  permitted.  I  have  spoken 
some  to  Mr.  St.  Clair  on  the  subject. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  John  Marshall.^ 

Cincinnati,  August  5,  1800. 

Sir ; — I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  June, 
relating  to  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  and  also  that  of  the  12th  of  the 
same  month,  covering  the  act  for  dividing  this  Territory.  In  pur- 
suance of  the  first,  a  county  has  been  erected,  called  Trumbull,  com- 
prehending all  the  land  contained  within  the  boundaries  by  which 
the  reservation  was  made,  when  the  cession  of  the  claim  of  Con- 
necticut to  western  lands  generally  was  accepted  by  Congress. 

In  that  county  an  unfortunate  accident  has  happened  already,  the 
killing  of  two  Indian  men  and  the  wounding  of  two  children,  of 
which  I  received  the  account  this  morning  in  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Hamtramck.  The  inclosed  is  a  copy  of  it.  I  shall  send  another  to 
the  Secretary  of  War.  There  has  been  for  a  considerable  time  past 
a  great  restlessness  amongst  the  Indian  tribes,  and  some  of  them  have 
been  committing  depredations  upon  other  tribes,  and  much  appear- 
ances that  war  between  them  should  be  enkindled,  while  others  have 
been  stealing  many  horses  from  the  white  people,  which  is  a  com- 
mon prelude  to  hostilities.  I  am  persuaded  that  if  they  do  not 
quarrel  amongst  themselves  it  will  not  be  long  thatHhey  will  be  at 
peace  with  us ;  to  obviate,  however,  as  much  as  possible  thoill  effects 
of  this  present  affair,  I  shall  go  to  the  county  of  Trumbull  immedi- 
ately, and  if  the  circumstances  will  justify  it,  appoint  a  special 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  for  the  trial  of  the  person  who  is  taken. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  William  Wells,  Indian  Agent. 

Cincinnati,  AugtiM  13,  1800. 
Sir: — In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  4th,  1  inform  you  that  it  is 

*  Secretary  of  State. 
Vol.  11—32. 
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my  npiniou  Fort  Wayne  will  be  to  the  vestvard  of  n  liiw  ilrKVttJ 
norlh  from  Fort  Kecxivorj-  at  leusl  flity  mileii,  atii],  of  rtiiiirc,  i 
much  withio  iho  Indian  territcry,  and  all  ihc  luditmii  thtit  livo  1 
the  westward  iif  U,  which  is-nc».rly  all  of  ihuin  uxw^tt  thu  Shuwa- 
nese,  the  Wyaudote,  the  Delawariis  alfout  Ktuiduaky,  mid  Home  of 
the  Ottowag,  will  be  under  the  BUperintondciicv  of  iho  Governor  of 
that  Territory.  I  do  nut  now  know,  hiiwcvor,  that  it  will  affect  your 
residence  at  Fort  Wayne  iinlew  tho  Miamls  should  remove  lower 
down.  I  have  sent  the  letters  you  inclosed  to  the  I'reeideiit.  There 
is  little  doubt  with  me  that  the  British  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  resl- 
lessuesB  that  prevails  amongst  many  of  the  ludiiui  IrilK-s,  and  tiint 
they  are  eneoiiraged  hjr  tliem  to  attack  tlic  Hpauiards.  Would  they 
confine  themselves  to  escillug  those  who  live  on  their  sido  of  the 
line,  they  might  do  it  and  weleome,  but  I  do  not  dimbt  that  many 
of  those  who  cnwsed  tht^  Jilissiiwlpiii  lived  within  our  lines.  Every 
thing  of  that  kind  should  bo  discouraged  as  much  as  passible,  fur 
we  are  in  friendship  with  the  Spaniards  aa  well  as  with  the  English, 
and  csn  take  no  part  with  either  in  their  ([UiuTela,  and  if  our  ludious 
join  cither  party  it  may  be  a  nicaua  of  iuvolviug  the  United  States 
with  the  other  {mrty,  and  eventually  with  the  Indiana  also.  When 
you  have. an  opiiH)rtiiuity  write  to  Mr.  Solime  and  thank  him  for  me, 
for  t!ic  intelligence  he  has  given,  which,  an  h  came  from  him,  will 
not  iKi  disclosed,  mill  ri'cjncst  him  to  undeceive  Point  Sable  alK>ut 
our  having  joiiu'd  rlii;  Sjwiiiiiirds.  Wo  ;ire  w|uully  at  iieaee  ami  in 
frieiid^^hi].  with  theiii  and  ihu  Engli.-h,  and  do  not  meddle  in  their 
dispiilcs.     If  the  Indians  were  \\i^  they  would  do  so  likewise. 

r.  S. — I  urn  sorry  lliut  any  thing  shonht  induce  you  toiiisue  more 
provisions  than  nciTsjiury.  The  Ooverimieut  doea  insist  on  tho 
issues  iiuywliere  lieing  reduced  to  the  .«mi»llest  possible  sc.'ale.  At 
Delniit,  Peltier,  to  whom  the  extravagant  issues  have  been  supposed 
to  be  owing,  is  dismissed. 


Pr.TEit  Ai>i!iAx  TO  (!!ovEn\oi!  8t.  Clair. 

Detroit,  October  20,  1800. 
S!r: — I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  yonr  Excellency  that  another 
allcmpl  has  been  very  lately  made  to  seiKc  and  carry  away  by  force 
lirilish  deserters,  and  that  the  attempt  has  been  attended  with  the 
nii>st  uuhappy  con.=e(pieiKes, 

On  the  17lh  insliint  a  special  court  was  held  at  Detroit  by  Jus- 
tice S.  Joseph  Voyez,  Fnincis  Navarre,  Jean  Marie  Beauhien,  and 
George  McDoiigall,  Es<piires,  and  the  information  received  is,  that 
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between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  in  the  evening  of  the  9th  inst., 
some  British  soldiers,  headed  by  a  certain  Sergeant  Cole,  went  to 
the  house  where  a  certain  Francis  Poquette  lived  with  a  woman  and 
two  children ;  that  they  knocked  at  the  d'jor,  but  were  refused  ad- 
mittance, as  the  said  Poquette  had  some  suspicion  of  the  plot ;  that 
the  door  was  forced  open,  the  sergeant  entered  and  knocked  down 
said  Poquette  with  a  large  stick  he  had  in  his  hand ;  a  battle  en- 
sued ;  the  sergeant  was  wounded  in  the  head  and  face,  and  Poquette 
stabbed  in  many  places,  was  carried  away  naked  to  a  canoe  waiting 
at  a  landing  near  the  place ;  that,  though  badly  wounded,  he  jumped 
out  of  the  canoe  into  the  river,  when  they  stabbed  him  again  to 
make  him  be  quiet.  Dr.  W.  M.  Scott,  surgeon  of  this  place,  was 
called  next  morning,  and  went  over  the  river  to  the  ferry-house, 
where  both  the  sergeant  and  the  deserter  were  lying  very  ill.  The 
doctor  dressed  the  sergeant  first,  and  went  afterward  to  the  deserter, 
who,  almost  naked,  was  lying  on  the  floor  in  a  dark  corner  of  the 
kitchen.  He  found  the  unfortunate  man  in  so  dangerous  a  state 
that  he  informed  the  sergeant  that  he  could  not  be  removed  to  Mai- 
den without  imminent  danger  of  losing  his  life.  Whereupon,  a  man 
in  a  soldier's  dress,  standing  by  Sergeant  Cole,  said  that  he  had  or- 
ders to  take  the  prisoner  to  Maiden,  dead  or  alive.  Sergeant  Cole 
agreed,  and  he  was  carried  away  in  the  afternoon,  and  died  at  Mai- 
den about  five  or  six  o'clock  the  next  morning. 

Senator  Tracy,  who  left  this  place  on  Friday  for  Presque  Isle, 
dined  on  Saturday,  at  Maiden,  with  Captain  McClean,  commandant 
of  that  garrison.  He  probably  got  more  information  there  than  he 
had  here.  I  have  been  informed  that  he  pledged  his  word  that  he 
w^ould  make  report  to  the  President  on  his  arrival  at  the  Federal 
city,  and  would  also  converse  with  you,  if  he  could  see  you,  on  that 
unhappy  event.  I  understand  that  this  business  will  be  laid  l)efore 
the  grand  jury,  at  our  next  general  sessions  at  Deceml)€r  term ;  that 
probably  a  bill  w^ill  be  found,  and  that  afterward  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  will  be  transmitted  to  your  Excellency. 

Our  election  has  been  rather  stormy ;  the  three  elected  candidates 
are:  Messrs.  Colonel  Chabert,  Jonathan  Schieffelin,  and  George 
.McDougall.  Many  artifices  have  been  used,  and  many  promises 
made  to  unite  the  minds  of  the  Canadian  inhabitants.  Thev  have 
believed,  and  been  united  in  support  of  those  three  candidates. 
Amongst  other  promises,  it  is  said  that  Mr.  George  McDougall  had 
assured  the  inhabitants  that  he  would  get  the  law  respecting  taxes 
repealed,  that  he  would  have  a  special  session  held  and  get  an  order 
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jmssed  for  f.he  slicrifr  (who  ib  coUwUir  fiw  territorial  unci  county 
t«x )  to  roceive  pfHiuce  in  jiajment  in  liou  i)f  money.  A  special 
session  was  held  on  the  18th  iusl, ;  a  pvtiti'in  Bigiitd  by  a  grual 
niiniber  of  iuhabitante  of  River  IlBisin,  was  bunded  Under  a  HoiUvd 
cover  to  the  IxMich.  I  wa»  ordered  to  open  and  reud  it.  I  did  rcud 
it,  both  in  Freiirh  and  EnglieU.  Then  the  sheriff  was  sent  fur,  and 
I  a!<lced  wbellier  he  would  agree  to  receive  produce  for  taxes.  His 
aiiflwer  was,  that  he  waa  BOrry  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  comply 
with  the  wiehe?  of  the  people,  that  be  niuet  do  bin  duty  a^^reeably  to 
law,  etc.  There  the  conversation  etidwl;  the  jietition  waa  with- 
drawn, and  Justice  MnDiiu^ull  put  it  in  bitf  pocket.  Tho  other  jus- 
tices were  Joseph  Voyez,  Francis  Navarre,  and  Jean  Marie  Beau- 
bieii. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  election.  Henry  Tucker,  supervieor  of  tho 
hiVhwnyg  for  Bt.  Clair  township,  n'as  near  the  election  house  asking 
Mr.  B,  Huntington,  one  of  our  county  coiomiasioners,  eome  instruc- 
tions how  he  was  to  proceed  in  oollectiog  the  road  tax.  While  Mr. 
Huntington  was  explaining  the  business  lo  said  Tucker,  Mr.  McDou- 
gall  interfered,  and  said  to  Mr.  Tucker  not  to  proceed  to  levy  the 
tax,  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  a  bad  law ;  that  a  special  session 
would  be  held  immediately  after  the  election,  and  that  an  order  shoidd 
be  issued  to  the  sheriff  and  other  collectors  to  receive  produce  in 
jiaymcnt  i>f  taxen;  and  that,  if  the  i-heriff  or  other  collectors 
shouhl  refuse  to  take  produce,  and  distress  the  ijeoplc,  they  should 
opiKise,  and  that  he  himself  would  head  any  jmrty  to  opjxise  them. 
I  dill  not  hear  it  myself,  for  I  was  not  ]ircsent,  but  Mr.  Huntington 
atiil  Henry  Tucker  have  publicly  saiil  thiit  they  had  heard  it.  That 
has  l)eeu  rejiented  in  sevenil  places  lieliire  me,  and  I  thought  it 
necessary  to  infi)nn  yciur  Kxcellency  of  the  same. 

1'.  .S. — Jacob  Wisger,  Esij.,  having  lx*n  dotHine<l  to  attend  as 
justice  of  common  pleas  on  two  contested  elections,  that  is,  to  take 
de[Ki,<itions,  I  have  nu  opportunity  of  adding  a  few  lines  for  the  iufor- 
mution  nf  your  Excellency.  The  first  conle.sted  election  is  Mr,  Schief- 
fclici's,  on  two  [Kjints:  firsi,  that  he  \i  a  Brili.''h  subject ;  second,  that 
a.s  such  he  can  not  hold  u  Irechotd,  etc.  The  second  contested  election 
is  that  of  Mr.  (icorge  SIc[J<JUgalI,  also  ou  two  points:  the  first, 
that  he  is  not  possessed  of  a  freehold  in  fee  simple  ;  the  second,  that 
his  conduct  or  l>c!invior  on  a  certain  occiu-iiou  was  of  a  seditious  na- 
ture, etc.  The  pniceediugs  ou  the  first  were  rather  noisy,  and  lasted 
from  ten  o'clock  in  the  fi>renoon  until  five  o'clock  in  the  aflcruoon. 
At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  tho  inquiry  on  the  second  liegan, 
and  lasted  until  two  in  the  morning,  when  the  court  adjourned  to 
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this  morning.  They  met  about  eleven,  but  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
McDougall  and  his  friends  was  such  that  they  broke  up  at  one 
o'clock  without  closing  the  business.  Mr.  Wisger,  who  goes  to- 
morrow morning,  will  no  doubt  give  you  all  the  necessary  details. 


Address  of  Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  TERRiTORiAii  Legis- 
lature, AT  THE  Opening  of  the  Second  Session,  at  Chilli- 
cx)THE,  November  5,  1800. 

Oentlemen  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Eepresentativea : — During  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  an  act  was  passed  dividing  the  Territory, 
for  the  purposes  of  temporary  government,  into  two  districts,  and 
directing  that  the  sessions  of  the  legislature  of  the  eastern  district, 
which  retains  the  name  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  north- 
west of  the  Ohio,  should,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  said  legis- 
lature, be  held  at  Chillicothe.  Of  course,  it  became  my  duty  to  call 
for  your  attendance  at  this  place  instead  of  Cincinnati,  to  which 
you  stood  prorogued,  and  I  am  happy,  gentlemen,  after  so  long  a 
separation,  to  meet  you  here. 

While  the  greatest  part  of  the  civilized  world  has  been  suffering 
all  the  horrors  of  war  and  devastation,  with  their  concomitant  evils 
and  calamities,  the  happiness  and  tranquillity  that  have  been  enjoyed 
by  this  country,  under  the  benign  influence  and  superintending  care 
of  the  General  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  extraor- 
dinary plenty  with  which  it  has  pleased  the  Divine  Providence  to 
bless  our  labors,  can  not  fail  to  raise  the  mind  of  every  reflecting 
person  to  the  Author  and  Giver  of  all  good,  and  to  fill  them  with 
reverence  and  the  most  lively  gratitude ;  nor  to  impress  upon  them 
sentiments  of  respect  and  attachment  to  that  Government  which  it 
has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  make  the  instrument  of  His  beneficent 
purposes  towards  us  and  to  the  nation  to  which  we  belong.  The 
cultivation  of  such  sentiments  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  every  mem- 
ber of  society,  but  it  lies  particularly  with  you,  gentlemen,  as 
representatives  of  the  people,  to  set  the  example,  and  by  good  laws, 
tending  to  the  promotion  of  religion,  patriotism,  and  virtue,  without 
which  the  happiness  of  no  people  can  be  durable,  to  the  protection 
of  property,  which  is  a  great  object  in  all  free  governments,  to  the 
due  administration  of  justice,  without  which,  property  can  not  be 
secured,  vice  repressed,  nor  crimes  be  punished,  and  to  the  improve- 
ment of  morals  and  manners,  which  embellish  social  life,  and  give 
a  zest  to  all  its  enjoyments,  to  evince  the  sense  you  have  of  our 
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pKaeiit  blessing,  nod  tlic  ()l^si^!  Ibat  tliey  sboald  bv  cantiuOi 
extended  ;  and  it  will  Ixt  a  }ieartfi»lt  jfleusun;  to  me,  geDtletnen,  ' 
joiii  with  you  in  everjr  imwttiru  timt  cnu  buvc  Uiiwe  tendencies,  & 
by  carrying  tbem  faithfully  into  exwntion,  to  c-iintribute  to  givi 
tiiem  all  the  etTuct  which  it  must  bo  your  wish  they  should  produt 
Coming,  gentlemeu,  from  the  ditTorent  parte  of  the  Territory,  ai 
after  a  considerable  time  i«pejit  in  them,  dming  whieh,  the  operation 
of  the  laws  pti^ised  at  the  la^t  eeasioa  mii.<it  have  fallen  under  yoor 
particular  oliaervation,  and  their  defe<!le,  if  thi*y  have  any,  been  dift- 
covered,  you  will  be  able  to  dcvii^e  with  iutelligeace  tbe  proper 
remedies,  and  to  provide  such  new  laws  as  may  yet  be  necessary  &v 
the  pcai-e,  the  Beeurity,  and  prosperity  of  the  people. 

To  the  8oil  of  that  traot  of  country  lying  along  the  line  of  boun- 
dary betwecii  Fenneylvauia  aud  Ibis  Territory,  oommunly  called  tbe 
Coiuiccticut  Reec^^■e,  though  it  was  iviniprised  witliin  tbe  limits  of 
the  North- western  Territory,  as  osUtblisbefl  by  tbe  Ordinance  of 
Congress,  the  State  of  Connecticut  laid  claim,  and  it  alM)  clium»l  a 
right  to  the  jurisdiction.  Tbo  jarring  claims  of  juried  iot  ion  between 
that  State  aud  the  government  of  tbe  Territory,  might  have  b<:eu 
productive  of  much  evil ;  but  it  baa  been  happily  obviated  by  the 
relinquisliracut  by  Connecticut  to  tlie  United  States  of  all  claim  to 
the  jurii^liction,  aud  the  acwptanee  of  the  same  by  Congress  at 
tlieir  liwt  session,  and  l)y  tlic  eoiitirmation  then  made  to  that  State 
of  tlioir  claim  »t'  riglit  (o  the  soil,  so  lliut  lliereliy  it  l>ecame  c<)m- 
pletely  a  [nirt  of  lliis  Terrilorv  ;  mid  it  has  been  erected  into  a 
county  liy  tlic  name  of  TriLmliulJ,  in  which  there  are  already  n  cou- 
sideriiliJo  number  of  jx'ople.  iinil  tlicre  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  wiil  very  soon  lie  lilicd  up  with  solnir,  industrious  inlmbit- 
niits.  SiuaiU'd,  geutlenu'M.  us  \\v  are,  in  a  country  bonlering  upon 
"h's,  WLlli  whom  (the  principles  of  religion  aud  just- 
!  ([uesiiini  1  il  is  our  interei't,  and  should  bo  our  policy 
t  JH  clearly  iieeessHry  that  the  tivaties  made  with 
i-crniiient  nf  the  Unilcd  Slutes  should  n<)t  be  con* 
iimniiy  liy  any  of  ilie  iuhabilants  of  this  Territorv, 
-f\HT  that  the  jreiienil  rei:uhLtions  that  have  boon 
respect  to  them,  sIkiuIcI,  sometimes,  be  aided  bv 
and  this  hus,  hv  the  Ordinance  for  the  government 
,  been  made  a  duty.  Sj«..akiuji  of  tliose  tribes,  it 
]mi|ierl_v,  n^dils.  and  lilicrty,  they  shall  never  be  in- 
K'd,  unless  iu  just  and  lawful  laws,  authorized  by 
nvs  liiunileil  in  jusiiee  and  humanity  fhall,  from 
iiaile  for  preventing  wnmgs  l>eing  done  to  them,  and 
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for  preserving  peace  and  friendship  with  them."  Justice,  gentle- 
men, is  as  much  a  duty  of  societies  as  of  individuals,  and  our  holy 
religion  commands  that  whatever  we  would  that  others  should  do 
unto  us,  we  should  do  unto  them.  To  act  honestly,  fairly,  and 
justly,  and  to  perform  our  promises  to  Indians,  with  whom  the 
nation  is  at  peace,  is  as  much  a  duty,  or  more  so,  as  to  those  who  are 
in  the  highest  state  of  cultivation,  and  it  is  within  the  sphere  of 
your  legislative  power  to  compel  it. 

It  has  long  been  a  disgrace  to  the  people  of  all  the  States  border- 
ing upon  the  Indians,  both  as  men  and  as  Christians,  that,  while 
they  loudly  complained  of  every  injury  or  wrong  received  from 
them,  and  imperiously  demanded  satisfaction,  they  were  daily  offer- 
ing to  them  injustice  and  wrongs  of  the  most  provoking  character, 
for  which  I  have  never  heard  that  any  person  was  ever  brought  to 
due  justice  and  punishment,  and  all  proceeding  from  the  false  prin- 
ciple that,  because  they  nad  cot  received  the  light  of  the  gospel 
they  might  be  abused,  cheated,  robbed,  plundered,  and  murdered  at 
pleasure,  and  the  perpetrators,  because  professed  Christians,  ought 
not  to  suffer  for  it.  What  kind  of  Christianity  is  this,  or  where  is 
it  to  be  found?  Surely,  not  in  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  And 
what  an  obstacle  it  must  throw  in  the  way  of  such  of  them  as  might 
be  desirous  to  embrace  that  religion,  the  doctrines  of  which  we  pro- 
fess to  believe  to  be  founded  on  unerring  wisdom  and  the  precepts 
given  by  the  command  of  God  himself,  when  they  see  it  so  totally 
disregarded  by  us  with  respect  to  them.  I  hope  we  shall  be  care- 
ful that  no  reproach  of  this  nature  shall  attacli  to  us.  But  it 
would  be  criminal  to  conceal  from  you  that  the  number  of  those 
unhappy  people  who  have  been  killed  since  the  peace  at  Green- 
ville, in  consequence  of  this  diabolical  principle,  is  great  enough 
to  give  a  very  serious  alarm  for  tlie  consequences.  A  late  attempt 
to  bring  to  punishment  a  person  who,  with  another,  had  killed  two 
of  the  Six  Nations,  and  wounded  two  of  the  children,  in  Trumbull 
county,  proved  abortive.  Though  the  homicide  wiis  clearly  proved, 
and  that  it  was  committed  with  deliberate  malice,  the  perpetrator 
was  acquitted.  Under  such  circumstances,  can  it  l)e  expected  that 
any  people,  civilized  or  savage,  will  remain  at  peace?  Have  we  not 
reason  to  fear  the  displeasure  of  the  Almighty,  who  looks  with  an 
equal  eye  on  all  His  creatures,  and  that  tlie  rage  of  the  savage 
may  be  let  loose  to  vindicate  His  broken  laws  ?  Effectual  measures 
should  be  taken  to  insure  to  the  Indians  all  the  privileges  they  are 
entitled  to  by  treaty — to  render  redress  of  wrongs  easy  to  them,  and 
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ti>  wimpt'l  jurors  to  do  their  (iuties,  by  t«inpcrnl  piuns  and  pcnaltlM 
where  tlie  saoctiou  of  religjoo  fails  of  producing  lliat  cffwt, 

The  uciuiinatioD  of  two  |)en>0Ds,  genllemcu  Imviiig  the  qiiolilica' -I 
tions  re(|uired  by  the  Ordinance  of  Congress,  whoAo  uames  are  to  ' 
be  returned  to  the  President  of  the  United  ^taltfl  in  order  that 
one  of  them  iimy  be  appointed  to  till  the  vftcaucy  iu  the  legislative 
council,  occasioned  by  Mr,  Vanderburgh's  having  fallen  into  the  In- 
diana Territory,  and  tho  election  <>{  a  person  to  represent  the  Ter- 
ritory iu  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  in  the  room  of  Mr- 
Harrison,  who  has  been  appointed  the  Ooveruor  of  Indituia,  nill 
cluin  your  early  attcution. 

Writ«,  gentlemen,  for  a  new  election  were,  conformably  1«  the 
law  to  regulate  tho  election  of  reprttsvntntivos,  Mnt  into  all  the 
counties,  except  Adams  and  Waynp,  from  neither  of  which  tho  re- 
turns necessary  to  found  the  writs  upon  were  received.  In  the 
county  of  Adauis  neither  the  act  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  fne 
male  iuhabitantH  of  thu  age  of  twenty-one,  nor  the  act  for  levying 
a  Territorial  tax  on  land,  nor  the  act  to  regulate  county  levies,  have 
been  carrieil  into  execution.  Because  the  printed  laws  did  not  reach 
that  county  till  after  the  day  when  tho  court  of  quarter-sessions 
were  required  to  appoint  tho  necessarj'  officers,  the  court  thought, 
it  seems,  that  they  couhl  uot  he  appointed  at  au  after  day.  Had  the 
courts  of  the  other  counties  been  as  ciiutious,  those  laws  had  m 
well  uot  have  lie<'ii  mailo ;  there  would  have  l>een  no  fund  for  re- 
deeming the  uudilor's  cerlificatc;';  the  public  <lebts  would  Imve  re- 
maiued  ui)|)aid ;  public  ci'cdit  have  I)een  totally  destroved,  and 
many  inilividuals,  who  had  freely  taken  those  certificates  as  money 
ou  the  public  faith,  have  lieen  ruinoil.  ThcK^e  certificates,  notwith- 
standiug,  still  inaiiitaiD  a  credit,  but  it  never  was  general,  and  it 
seems  that  wmo  measures  will  bo  necessary  tn  create  a  greater  do. 
gree  of  omfidence  iu  tlicm,  f<ir  to  some  such  ex)ieilieut  you  will 
again  Iks  obliged  to  resort,  as  the  present  H-areity  of  money  to  raise 
the  neccissiry  supplies  for  the  supiMjrt  of  Govenimeut,  in  specie, 
will  be  impossible.  It  may  also  be  uecessary  to  oblige  tho  county 
of  Adams  yet  to  execute  tho  law  for  levying  a  Territorial  tax  ou 
land,  and  to  i-aise  tho  county  levies  this  year,  for  the  jMiynient  of 
two  year.-'  taxes  at  one  time  would  bear  too  hard  upon  the  people  ; 
and  tlio  fault  lies  not  with  them;  neither  will  the  state  of  the  fintuices 
well  admit  of  llic  delay  that  would  bo  thereby  occasioned,  for  the 
reparation  i>f  the  counties  below,  ou  wliich  considerable  exjiectationa 
for  llie  sii|iport  of  piiblic  credit  were  foumled,  must  necessarily  cause 
a  cousi<leralile  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and,  without  the  county  tax. 
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great  inconveniences  must  be  felt  in  the  county  itself.  The  state  of 
the  revenue,  together  with  the  cx)njectui:al  defalcation  occasioned  by 
the  above-mentioned  separation,  and  the  want  of  the  returns  of  ap- 
propriated lands  in  the  counties  of  Hamilton,  Adams,  and  Ross,  from 
the  office  of  the  surveyor  of  Kentucky,  where  the  entries  were  made, 
will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  proper  authorities. 

The  freedom  and  purity  of  elections  are  the  very  soul  and  spirit 
of  representative  governments.  If  the  electors  are  under  any  un- 
due influence,  though  they  may  give  their  votes,  they  do  not  make 
their  choice ;  and  if  they  are  corrupted,  the  wholesome  stream  which 
should  flow  through  the  whole  body  politic  is  poisoned  at  its  source, 
and  must  carry  that  poison  with  it  through  all  its  ramifications. 
The  law  to  regulate  the  election  of  representatives  seems  to  have 
guarded,  in  some  measure,  against  the  most  common  and  open 
measures  of  corruption,  to-wit:  bribery,  threats,  and  treating  with 
meats  and  drinks.  But  some  additional  sanction  besides  disquali- 
fication to  hold  a  seat  in  either  branch  of  the  legislature  for  two 
years,  seems  to  be  necessary,  for  any  or  all  of  those  means  of  cor- 
ruption may  be,  and  if  they  are  ever  used,  will  probably  be  used  by 
persons  to  whom  that  disqualification  would  be  no  punishment,  not 
for  themselves  indeed,  but  for  others ;  and  it  would  be  very  difficult 
so  to  fix  the  oflTense  upon  those  who  employed  them  as  to  bring  the 
punishment  home  to  them.  There  is,  also,  another  species  of  cor- 
ruption, which  does  not  fall  within  the  description  of  any  of  those 
enumerated,  that  requires  to  be,  j)erhaps,  more  strongly  guarded 
against.  The  lauds  in  this  country  have  been  generally  held,  at 
first,  by  a  few  individuals,  in  large  quantities,  and  sold  out  by  them 
in  parcels  on  credit ;  hence  it  happens  that,  in  some  of  the  counties, 
the  greatest  part  of  the  people  are  their  debtors,  and  in  the  existing 
scarcity  of  money,  w^ere  the  payment  of  those  debts  to  be  rigorously 
exacted,  they  would  be  exceedingly  distressed.  A  demand  of  the 
debts,  accompanied  by  the  slightest  hints  that  in  case  of  voting  for 
a  certain  candidate  further  time  would  be  given,  would  have  a  cer- 
tain, probably  a  more  certain  influence  than  a  direct  proposal  to 
buy  their  votes.  Hence,  a  few  persons,  in  the  diflerent  counties, 
combining,  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  influence  the  whole  elec- 
tions in  the  country,  and,  instead  of  a  representation  of  the  people, 
we  should  have  a  representation  of  the  great  landholders  only,  who, 
no  doubt,  would  serve  their  interests  in  preference  to  those  of  the 
whole  people.  It  may,  therefore,  be  not  improper  for  you,  gentle- 
men, to  consider  whether  the  mode  of  election  by  ballot  should  not 
be  substituted  for  that  now  used,  viva  voce,  as  the  best  way  of  guard- 
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iug  a^lDBt  Ibal  not  improbable  evil ;  for  though  li  be  true'C 
luiNle  by  bull<it  is  liable  to  mueh  deception  and  iiitrigne,  it  is  fret- 
from  that  kind  of  iufluence  I  have  inenllunod.  No  measure  can, 
of  iliwlt',  be  simply  good ;  the  circumstaocp*  of  the  laae  to  which  it  n 
is  to  be  applied  determine*  its  propriety.  In  the  Stnt«  of  New  Jei 
Bcy,  formerly,  the  people  in  «ne  [Mirt  of  tlie  ^tatc  voted  nt  thei 
elections  openly,  nnd  thoao  in  another  part  of  the  same  State  by 
ballot.     I  know  not  whctber  they  do  not  continue  to  do  ao  etilL 

A  ililKculty,  gentlemen,  has  occurred  in  execuling  the  law  for  the 
triiil  of  small  causes  whi<:h  should  be  removed.  The  jurLsdiction 
of  every  justice  of  the  [teac-e  in  limited  by  that  act  to  the  townf^hip 
in  which  he  resides,  "and  his  precept*  and  pnice.ss  shall  run  tii  and 
through  6uch  township,  and  may  l»  exwuted  thirrcln,  and  no  where 
else ;"  hence  it  has  been  auppo^  that  the  inhabitants  of  one  town- 
shi]),  in  the  same  county,  are  not  bound  to  obey  a  snb[MV'ua  to  ^vc 
testimony,  issued  by  a  justice  residing  in  another  township,  in  the 
same  county,  and  that  the  justice  is  not  warranted  in  issuing  such 
snbpipntt ;  and  plainti%  have  t)cen  defeated  in  their  demands,  and 
defendants  in  their  justifications,  from  the  want  of  their  witne^>ses, 
arising  from  this  cause,  and  obliged  to  pay  costs. 

The  Ixiunduries  of  counties  l>eing  ascertained  by  words  only  de- 
scribin}:  courses  that  have  neverbecn  run,  and  none  of  them  marked, 
llio  jurisclictiiui  of  the  court:*  and  the  administration  of  justice  may, 
thereby,  in  some  cases,  iH'coiiie  uncertain,  and  the  collection  of  the 
public'  revenue  be  nd'irtcil  by  that  uncertainly.  It  Ih  bi^'hly  prolv 
ablc  tliiit  iniitiy  [i-aR'cl.-'  of  uiiiin|)rovcd  land  must  l)e  offered  iiir  sale 
if  tuxes.  It  wouhl  Im;  a  ]>lca  for  delay,  at  lea.«t. 
;  not  lie  ill  tlic  county  in  which  it  has  licen  adver- 
cImvs  ill  tiic  colleetiiin  of  the  revenue  are  injuries 
iiid  in  eririiiiiid  cases  it  would  lie  gfKKl  ground  for 
liinot,  lliat  llie  otrensc,  bow"  bchious  soever  it  may 
iitcd  ill  the  county  where  it  wa.s  laid  to  be  com- 
et would  have  to  be  asccrtaineil  by  au  actual  desig- 
induL-it-s,  or  one  of  tbem  at  the  least,  Wfore  the 
court  could  j)ri>eccd  lo  trial.  It  will,  tlicrciorc,  l»e  proper  to  pni- 
vi.ic  for  cstablisliiii;:  the  bmiiidiirics  of  the  counties  that  now  exi.<t, 
and  of  new  CDiintics  liiat  iiiiiy  be  fniui  time  to  time  erected. 

Shuiy  towns  have  been  laid  out  in  this  country  and  the  lots  sold. 
I  dn  ii'.t  know  that  the  plats  of  any  <if  tbcin  or  the  conilitious  on 
which  the  lut.t  were  granted,  or  the  privileges  conceded  to  the  in- 
habitants, such  as  curLKLiniis  of  groiiml  for  public  use,  have  been 
upiiu  record  ;  tiicri'  is  no  hiiv  which  rwiuircs  it,  and  the  purxrhasers 
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in  those  towns  are  left  in  a  state  of  too  great  uncertainty.  It  would 
seem  proper  that  the  proprietors  of  towns  already  laid  out  should  be 
compelled  to  put  the  original  plats  upon  the  records  of  the  counties 
where  they  respectively  lie,  and  that  they  should  make  oath  that  all 
the  grounds  promised  for  public  use  for  common  or  pasture,  and 
every  other  advantage  held  forth  as  inducements  to  people  to  become 
inhabitants  of  those  towns,  are  truly  laid  down  and  marked  upon 
those  plats ;  and  in  case  of  refusal  to  make  oath,  or  that  they  are 
dead  or  removed  out  of  the  Territorv,  that  the  same  should  be  as- 
certained  by  the  oaths  of  a  cortain  number  of  the  inhabitants  them- 
selves and  recorded,  and  that  the  plats  of  all  towns  hereafter  to  be 
laid  out  shall  be  recorded  before  the  lots  are  offered  for  sale. 

In  my  communication  to  you,  gentlemen,  at  your  last  meeting,  I 
took  notice  of  the  generous  provisions  which  the  United  States  had 
made  for  learning,  for  education,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  religion 
in  the  Territory,  by  the  grant  in  trust  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  and 
his  associates  of  one  complete  townsliip  of  six  miles  s^juare,  at  or 
near  the  center  of  the  tract  of  land  granted  to  them,  of  the  ex- 
ception out  of  the  general  grant  of  two  sections  in  every  township 
within  its  limits  for  maintaining  schools ;  and  of  one  section  in  every 
township  for  the  maintenance  of  religion,  and  that  they  were  re- 
served for  those  purposes ;  that  no  advantage  had  occurred  from  any 
of  them,  because  Mr.  Symmes  and  his  associates  had  failed  to  set 
out  the  township  for  an  academy,  according  to  the  terms  of  their 
trust ;  and  that  the  townships  for  schools  and  religion  being  only 
reserved  but  not  granted,  and  both  the  fee  and  the  possession  re- 
maining in  the  United  States,  the  legislature  had  no  i)ower  over 
them ;  and  that  an  act  of  C)ongr*^ss  was  necessary  to  vest  them 
either  in  the  Territory  at  large  or  in  trustees.  A  resolution  was  in 
consequence  entered  into,  the  preamble  to  which  sets  forth  that  the 
greatest  part  of  the  township,  originally  intended  as  the  (College 
Township,  had  been  alienated  by  John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  there  re- 
mained only  the  sections  Nos.  8,  11,  16,  20  and  29,  and  instructions 
were  given  to  the  representative  in  Congress  **  to  use  his  endeavors 
to  procure  an  act  of  Congress  to  be  passed  at  the  then  session, 
vesting  in  certain  trustees,  resident  within  the  gnmt  of  land  made 
to  John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  described  in  the  patent  aforesaid,  the 
right  of  the  aforesaid  lots  Nos.  8,  11,  10,  2(5  and  29,  in  the  third 
township  east  of  the  Great  Miami,  and  first  entire  range  in  the 
grant  aforesaid,  to  be  holden  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  suct^es- 
Bors,  in  trust,  to  and  for  the  sole  use,  intent  and  purpose  of  estal)- 
lishing  an  academy  and  endowing  and  supporting  the  same.*'     And 
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be  was  further  iiistruct^d,  if  pmctiouble,  to  obtain  a  grant  of  thirty- 
one  Bections  of  lund  in  a  biMJv.  lying  on  tiie  bank  of  the  Great-  I 
Miami  Kiver,  on  the  west  side,  and  so  high  up  the  said  river  as  to  1 
lie  in  a  square,  and  the  whole  thereof  to  Iw  eiwt  of  a  line  extended'  ■ 
due  north  fi^im  the  mouth  of  tiit)  suid  iiieut  Miami  Kiver  to  and  for  I 
the  uses,  intenls  and  purjKiMeH  uluresaid,  and  in  Leu  of  thofle  alien- 
ated by  the  said  J.  C.  Symmcs,  to  make  good  the  trust  aforesaid  or 
render  an  eqnivnleut  for  the  game,  to  Iw  appropriated  agreeably  to 
the  same  use  and  intent  of  the  original  donation.  It  does  not  ap~ 
pear  that  any  thing  was  done  by  the  delegate  in  conRequeuce  of 
these  instructions,  and  the  matter  remains  in  the  mme  situation  as 
before.  No  township  within  the  grant  to  Mr.  Symmes  and  hia  as- 
eoeiatCB  has  been  set  out  for  an  academy ;  and  the  fee  nf  the  M^t^tions 
to  be  applied  to  schools  and  religion  still  remaining  in  the  United 
States,  no  use  can  be  made  of  them,  and  all  the  advantages  to  be 
expected  from  both  are  postponed,  to  the  public  detriment.  But  I 
will  observe  on  the  instructions  that,  whatever  pains  the  delegate 
might  have  taken  to  fulfill  them,  there  was  no  probability  that  they 
would  be  successful.  If  Mr.  Synimes  and  his  associates  had  failed 
in  a  contract  with  the  United  States,  in  which  the  people  living 
within  the  limits  of  the  grant  made  to  them  were  interested  di- 
rectly, and  all  the  rest  of  the  people  of  the  Territory  collaterally,  or 
had  briiken  n  trust  made  to  them  by  the  I'nitcil  Stales  for  the  special 
lienefit  of  those  jwople,  it  was  not  In  Im'  eS[H'cted  the  United  States 
would  make  it  good.  Hud  the  trustees,  after  the  breach  of  their 
trust,  ]>ri>ved  insolvent,  the  [leople  within  the  grant  might  have  had 
some  O'piituble  claim  njMm  the  United  Plates;  Iiecause,  though  the 
grant  was  gratnitons,  and  made  for  tbeir  benefit,  they  had  no  share 
in  appointing  the  trustees,  and  the  advantage  to  bo  derived  from 
the  establishment  of  seminaries  of  learning  l>eing  evidently  great, 
the  expectation  that  they  would  he  established  became  an  in<luce- 
ment  to  them  Ut  give  higher  prices  fur  llie  land  than  they  would 
otherwise  have  given,  and,  of  course,  they  paid,  though  not  directly, 
a  valuable  consideration  for  that  very  township;  on  that  consid- 
eration the  United  Slates  might  have  given  a  compensation  in 
money ;  in  land  they  could  not ;  it  is  already  appropriated  to  other 
purjKises. 

But  the  trustees  were  not,  and  are  not,  insolvent ;  and,  if  from 
any  inipn)|KT  act  of  their  own,  they  can  not  fulfill  their  trust  by 
setting  out  the  township  always  contemplated  and  designated  by 
themselves  as  the  collcfre  t<)wnship,  nor  give  any  other  in  lieu  of  it, 
except  one  of  far  iuferior  value  in  itself,  and  incumbered  with  a  law- 
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suit  for  one-half  of  it,  and  claims  to  a  part  of  the  remainder,  which 
Mr.  Symmes  has  declared  is  the  only  one  he  has  to  offer,  application 
should  be  made  to  Congress,  either  by  their  own  officer,  to  compel 
Mr.  Symmes  and  his  associates  to  make  satisfaction  in  the  shape  of 
damages  for  their  breach  of  trust,  or  to  allow  the  people  living 
within  the  grant,  who  are  thosQ  only  directly  interested,  to  make  use 
of  the  name  of  the  United  States  for  that  purpose,  a  small  part  of 
the  value  of  that  township  in  money  as  would  be  sufficient  to  defray 
the  expense  of  the  necessary  buildings ;  and  the  overplus,  placed  out 
on  good  landed  security,  would  produce  an  interest  more  than  suf- 
ficient for  supporting  the  institution,  and  it  could  be  put  on  foot  im- 
mediately. I  lay  before  you,  gentlemen,  a  representation  on  this 
subject  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  within  grant,  pre- 
sented to  me  some  time  ago. 

The  provision,  gentlemen,  in  the  act,  supplemental  to  the  act  **  to 
prevent  trespassing  by  cutting  of  timber,"  which  exempts  persons 
holding  by  lease  lands  in  college  townships,  or  other  lands  appropri- 
ated for  schools  and  religious  purposes  from  the  penalties  of  the  act 
to  which  it  is  a  supplement,  seems  to  be  too  general ;  the  persons 
contemplated  and  intended  to  be  relieved  were  doubtless  those  only 
within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Ohio  Company,  for  there  those 
lands  were  expressly  granted  to  the  directors  of  the  Ohio  Company 
in  trust,  within  the  limits  of  the  grant,  to  John  Cleves  Symmes  and 
his  associates,  they  are  expressly  excepted  and  reserved  of  the 
United  States.  The  directors  of  the  Ohio  Company,  as  trustees, 
have  full  power  and  authority  over  those  lands  to  lease  or  otherwise 
turn  them  to  benefit  conformably  to  the  trust.  But  no  person  has 
any  authority  over,  i)ower  to  lease,  or  in  any  other  way  to  meddle 
with  those  within  the  grant  to  John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  yet  the 
generality  of  the  expression  in  the  supplemental  law  would  exempt 
those  persons  who  hold  any  of  those  lands  by  lease  from  the  i>en- 
alties  of  the  act  to  prevent  trespassing  by  cutting  of  timber,  and  to 
legalize  any  leases  that  may  have  been  made.  If  one  unauthorized 
person  may  make  leases  of  the  reserved  lauds,  why  may  not  any 
person  make  such  lease  ?  The  effect  would  probably  be  that  many 
of  them  would  be  entirely  stripped  of  their  timber  before  they  fall 
under  the  direction  of  the  legislature.  The  provision  should  be  ex- 
plained and  restrained  to  the  lands  of  that  description  within  the 
grant  to  the  Ohio  Company. 

The  militia  has  not  been  organized  under  the  act  for  regulating 
and  establishing  the  militia,  passed  last  session,  owing  to  the  returns 
of  the- divisions  of  the  counties  into  regimental,  battalion,  and  com- 
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panv  (liHtrioU  nut  liavlng  been  tna(l«  in  time  t<>  lliu  AdjuMnt-Gen*  ^ 
eral,  nor  hna  any  nffiwjr  lieen  ap[>oinUMl  imtlur  it  but  tbc  Adjiltaat-  J 
General.     All  ihf  r«tiiniB  are  not  yet  received,  and  on  tbeni  lb«  J 
nrgBiiizatiou  \s  to  Iw  fomiird ;  iht;  uct,  however,  will  retjuire  revtHioa,^ 
for  thate  diviwnns"  nre  dirw'tcd  tii  I»  latAv  by  the  field  iind  (xiidiwdJK 
offic«;rs<,  niid  there  were  none  existing,  thnt  net  linrtng  iv]K%I(id  al{'| 
the  old  lawH  nrlating  U>  the  militia,  nnd  <;onHC<]itent)y  vainted  all  the 
cotnnii««tone.     Bolieviujr  it  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  legia- 
latiire  tlmt  the  oflitvni  iu  commission  under  the  old  Uwh  should 
make  the  divisions  diiwtitd  by  the  new  law,  they  wpre  ordered  m 
to  do,  but  it  may  I)C  uwi'saitry  Ui  r(ic(i(^ni/c  their  prfwrpedingsi  in  esMfl    . 
where  they  have  taken  place,  and  to  aiitliorinf  and  require  them  to  \ 
proceed  where  it  has  not  been  done. 

I  have  maile  all  the  foregoing  observations,  gentlemen,  in  the  be- 
lief that  they  were  of  some  importance!  and  I  have  communicated 
tliein  under  a  eerlaiu  convictinu  thnt  they  will  ret^eive  all  the  cod- 
sideratiou  they  are  entitled  to,  and  I  have  been  the  miinj  jiarticular 
in  them,  becaui*e  this  is  the  last  tinne  we  can  meet  in  our  present 
chariiclers.  My  term  of  office  and  your*,  fjentlenien  of  the  Houm 
of  Representatives,  will  very  soon  expire.  It  is,  indeed,  very 
uncertain  whether  I  shall  ever  meet  another  Assembly  in  the 
character  I  now  hold,  for  I  well  know  that  the  vilest  calumnies,  and 
the  grossept  falseiiomlH  are  nssiiluously  circulated  among  the  people, 
with  a  view  to  preveni  il.  While  I  regret  the  Impeness  and  malevo- 
lence of  the  authors,  nnd  well  know  that  the  laws  have  put  the 
mcaui'  of  correction  fully  in  my  power,  they  have  nothing  to  dread 
from  mc,  hut  the  contempt  ihcy  justly  merit.  The  remorse  of  their 
own  consciences  will,  ime  day,  lie  punishment  suflicient;  their  arts 
mav,  liDWever,  succeed.  Be  that  iis  it  may,  of  this  I  am  certain, 
that,  l>e  my  sueccasor  whom  he  may,  he  can  never  have  the  interests 
of  the  jM^iplc  of  tliir*  Territory  more  truly  at  heart  than  I  have  had 
nor  lalMir  more  assiduously  for  their  good  tiian  I  have  done; 
nnd  I  am  not  conscious  that  any  one  act  of  my  administration  has 
been  influenced  by  any  other  motive  than  a  sincere  desire  to  pro- 
mote their  welfare  and  hapjiiness.' 

'  Tli.>  l.'gi-liiluro  mnvpncd  on  the  Olh  nf  N.ivcmbiT,  on  whitli  dwy  the 
GiiviTiu.r  TiiL'l  lii.Hi  H"u>o#  ill  j.iin  cmviTitiim,  mikI  ndUrcssfd  Ihem  as  hImivc, 
Tdi;  li.llowing  estrafts  fr.nii  tlic  joiiniiil  i>f  leyioliitive  proctedings  iimy 
prove  i  lite  re*  ling  : 

Friday.  Kootmbtr  Ith. 

Mp?fr«.  Lnngham,  Smith  iitid  Dnrlincion  werp  iip]Miintiid  u  cominitl^u  to 
bring  in  u  bill  fur  llic  Hduiission  ond  prMi'titu  of  iitlonicys  and  courselori 


■  -^*  _       -I-;  ^      ^jm'^m  .  •"•**x        ^■.  J    A^« 
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Answer  op  the  Legislative  Council. 

Sir ; — ^The  Legislative  Council  partake  with  your  Excellency  in 
the  pleasure  arising  from  this  interview,  after  so  long  a  separation. 

And,  while  we  behold  with  deep-felt  concern  the  horrors  of  war 
laying  waste  the  greater  part  of  the  civilized  world,  we  unite  with 
you  in  the  most  lively  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  Great  Ruler  of  the 
universe,  under  whose  auspicious  care  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  we  are  preserved  from  the  calamities  we  deplore,  and 
that  we  still  enjoy  peace  and  its  concomitant  blessings.  Persuaded 
that  to  the  wise  and  energetic  measures  of  that  Government  we 
must  in  a  great  degree  attribute  the  tranquillity  we  possess,  we  can 
not  but  be  impressed  with  sentiments  of  the  strongest  respect  and 
attachment  towards  you. 

The  several  important  matters  which  in  your  communications  you 
have  laid  before  us  merit  our  most  mature  deliberation,  and  we  will 
cheerfully  unite  with  the  House  of  Representatives  in  giving  them 
all  the  attention  they  demand ;  yet,  viewing  the  task  as  arduous,  we 
earnestly  solicit  every  information  your  Excellency  may  be  pleased 
to  communicale. 

It  is  with  real  concern  and  indignation  that  we  view  the  malicious 

at  law  ;  Messrs.  Meigs  and  Langham,  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  defining 
seals  affixed  to  instruments  of  writing;  and  Messrs.  Ludlow,  Darlington  and 
Kimberly,  a  committee  to  bring  a  bill  for  establishing  courts  for  the  trial 
of  small  causes. 

The  liCv.  William  Spear,  of  Chillicothe,  was  elected  chaplain  to  both 
Houses. 

Messrs.  Fearing,  Worthington  and  Kimberly  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  consider  the  act  for  levying  a  tax  on  Territorial  land,  and  an  act  to 
regulate  county  levies. 

Messrs.  Fearing,  Sibley,  and  Kimberly,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
prepare  an  address  to  the  Governor  in  answer  to  his  speech. 

Mr.  Masaie  laid  before  the  House  a  resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Whereas,  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  Ordinance  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  Territory,  has  vested  the  right  of  laying  out  and  erecting 
new  counties  in  the  legislature  thereof;  and,  whereas,  his  Excellency,  the 
Governor,  has  differed  in  opinion  from  the  House  on  that  subject;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  jointly 
with  such  committee  as  mny  bo  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  legislative 
council,  to  prepare  an  address  to  his  Excellency  on  that  subject,  expressive 
of  their  regret  on  the  difference  of  their  opinion,  and  that  the  said  commit- 
tee bo  directed  to  point  out  in  said  address  that  part  of  the  Ordinance  which 
gives  said  power  to  the  legislature. 

A  committee  was  appointed  of  Messrs.  Massie,  Goforth  and  Worthington. 
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attempts  to  asperse  the  charat-ter  of  your  Excellency ;  and,  thougli 
the  provisions  of  the  law  might  subject  the  authors  to  punishment, 
yet  we  agrte  with  you  that  attempts  so  desiiicablc  and  weak  merit 
no  other  notice  than  the  utmost  contempt. 

Believing  that  j-mir  general  conduct  as  chief  magistrate  has  been 
dictated  by  a  pure  deeire  to  promote  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the 
people  of  this  Territory,  the  Legislative  Cmincil  feel  it  a  duty  in- 
cumbent on  them,  at  this  time,  to  express  their  confidence  in  your 
administration,  and  wishes  for  its  continuance. 

Robert  Olh-ek, 

I'reaident  of  the  Coimtil. 

Council  Chamber.  Nm/ember  11,  1800, 


The  GoTEitsoR'a  Reply. 

Gentiemcn  of  0ie  Leipdaiive  Council: — I  must  acknowledge  to  you 
that  this  aflectiooate  address  has  given  me  great  pleasure.  The  in- 
terest you  take,  gentlemen,  in  my  reputalion,  and  iodignation  you 
express  against  the  malicious  attempts  that  have  l»en  made  to  destroy 
it  are  extremely  grateful,  and  they  give  good  ground  to  believe  that, 
while  my  endeavors  have  Iweu  honestly  and  conscientiously  directed 
to  the  welfare  of  the  peojile,  the  means  used  to  attaiu  that  end  have 
not  been  ill-chtisen. 

Upon  any  and  all  of  the  subjects  recommended  to  your  considera- 
tion, gentlemen,  every  information  In  my  puwer  sjiall  be  cheerfully 
communicated. 

The  confidence  you  cxpres.^  in  my  administration,  and  your  kind 
wishes  for  its  continuance,  demand  my  warmest  thanks ;  sliould  that 
liapix'n,  it  will  be  my  study,  while  I  steadily  pursue  the  path  of 
duty,  to  accommodate  tlie  measures  to  the  ease  as  well  aa  to  the  gea- 
eral  benefit  of  the  people,  and  thereby  to  justify  tliat  confidence; 
and  I  should  very  ill  answer  the  views  and  expectations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  if  I  neglected  any  thing  which  would 
contribute  to  that  cud. 


Answer  of  the  Hor.9E  of  REPRE.'^ESTATn'Es. 

Sir: — At  the  close  of  our  last  session,  wlien  prorogued  to  meet  at 

Cincinnati,  we  little  exi>ected  that  our  place  of  assembling  would 

have  been  changed ;  nor  did  we  contemplate  that  Congress  would 
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pass  a  law  upon  a  subject  which  so  immediately  concerned  the  citi- 
zens of  this  Territory,  and  which  we  humbly  conceive  belongs  ex- 
clusively to  this  legislature ;  but,  sir,  as  you  conceived  it  your  duty 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  in  that  act  contained,  and  in  con- 
formity thereto  have  convened  us  at  this  place,  we  most  cordially 
acquiesce,  and  are  happy  to  meet  your  Excellency  in  health,  and 
we  trust  that  the  changing  of  our  seat  of  government  will  in  nowise 
tend  to  interrupt  our  deliberations,  or  to  render  them  the  less  bene- 
ficial to  the  community.  We  unite  with  you,  sir,  in  ascribing 
praise  and  adoration  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe,  for  the 
numerous  blessing  that  He,  in  infinite  goodness,  has  been  please4 
to  bestow  upon  the  United  States ;  and  that  under  His  auspicioill 
care,  and  the  wise  administration  of  the  laws  of  the  Union,  we  have 
been  preserved  in  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  peace  and  tran- 
quillity. 

We  view  with  extreme  anxiety  the  spirit  too  prevalent  among  a 
certain  class  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  to  invade  the 
rights  of  our  Indian  neighbors — a  spirit  which,  if  not  checked  in 
due  time,  must  eventually  produce  alarming  consequences  to  the 
community  at  large.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  we  are  ready,  on  our 
part,  to  concert  such  measures  as  may  have  a  tendency  to  preserve 
peace  and  friendship  with  that  injured  people,  and  to  guarantee  to 
them  their  rights  and  privileges. 

That  our  laws  are  in  some  instances  defective  we  acknowledge, 
but  we  hope,  by  amending  those  which  are  faulty,  and  by  enacting 
new  ones  where  there  is  a  deficiency,  to  obviate  those  imperfections, 
and  thereby  to  render  our  code  useful  and  pleasing  to  our  constitu- 
ents. 

The  several  objects  which  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
recommend  to  the  attention  of  both  houses,  together  with  such  oth- 
ers as  you  may  hereafter  think  proper  to  communicate,  shall  re- 
ceive our  timely  and  attentive  consideration. 

We  regret,  sir,  that  calumny  and  falsehood  should  be  resorted  to 
in  order  to  render  your  administration  unpopular  among  the  good 
people  of  this  Territory.  But  we  trust  that  the  services  you  have 
heretofore  rendered  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  your  country,  to- 
gether with  the  manifest  purity  of  your  intentions  since  you  have 
been  intrusted  with  the  dignified  office  you  now  fill,  will  be  a  suffi- 
cient shield  to  guard  you  against  the  unprovoked  attacks  of  the 
wicked  and  malevolent. 

Edward  Tiffin, 
Speaker  of  the  House  cf  Representatives, 
Vol.  11—33. 
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The  Governor's   Reply  to  the  Anrwieb  of  tre 
Rbpresbstativeb. 

CinLutx»THE,  AW»n6fT  17,  1800. 

Oentiemeti ; — I  retura  you  my  thanks  for  the  answer  to  my  ad- 
dre^  to  both  Houses  of  the  legislature  tm  [i[wiiing  the  session,  which 
you  have  het-n  pleiifletl  la  Irnuemit  to  nic  by  ynitr  committee,  nnd 
by  that  committee  tliie  reply  will  \k  jirwcnted  to  you.  As  you 
thought  projier  to  leave  to  me  the  choice  of  the  alternative,  whether 
your  answer  should  bo  delivered  by  the  House,  through  the  speaker. 
or  by  a  cemmittee,  the  preference  was  given  U>  a  I'oramitiee,  beoauw 
I  had  then  no  place  tt>  which  the  House  could  be  conveniently  in- 
trtHiuced,  but  as  it  is  out  of  the  usual  way,  it  ought  not  to  be  made 
a  precedent. 

1  can  not  doubt,  gentlemen,  that  had  it  re.tt«d  with  me  to  direct 
it,  you  would  have  cordially  acquiesced  and  convened  at  any  place 
you  might  have  licen  called  to  meet  at. 

The  act  of  Cougrefis  which  di\'ided  the  Territory  into  two  dis- 
tricts made  each  of  them  a  new  government,  and  if  the  legislature 
that  had  lx«u  iKiforc  n])pointcd  and  chosen  in  the  eastern  district,  as 
well  as  the  executive  appointmcnLs,  had  not  been  expressly  pre- 
served, ;i  new  rirtrtiiiiicilion  of  the  whi-lc  miis^t  have  taken  jilace. 
When  yi>u  \i::\;-  •■■■nAi\vrf<\  the  iiiuIIit  in  this  point  of  view,  vou 
will,  I  think,  p'rith^nuri.  be  wn>il)lc  that  it  could  not  be  imprii]>er 
in  (.'.>nL'n-s  to  ■mlnin  the  jihice  where  the  fir^^t  session  .:f  the  legisla- 
ture, under  the  now  order  .,{  things,  shonhl  Ik;  held,  leaving  it  to 
tliiit  legislature  cither  to  c  uitinue  it  there  or  remove  to  a  more  con- 
venient ])laee.  and  that  it  eoul'l  nut  piv-sibly  Ih!  the  exclusive  right 
of  a  iegislature  tlinl  had  never  mot  U>  determine  where  Ihov  shmtlil 
!i-,-emlilc.  It  would  Im-  evidence  of  a  littleness  of  mind' and  an 
irnprojter  iittaehmeiit  to  loi-al  irileR'sls,  which,  I  trust,  gentlemen, 
will  never  he  discovered  amongst  you.  that  a  change  in  the  place 
(tf  your  Tnceting  should  in  any  wim'  inlcrrujit  the  delilK'rations  of  the 
legislature,  or  render  them  li'ss  lK'neli<-iaI  U>  the  community. 

While  ive.  with  sin<'erity,  gentlcnien,  uiiilc  in  our  aeknowleilg- 
ments  to  Almighty  dlinl  for  the  numerous  blessings  we  enjoy,  and 
with  humility  and  singleness  of  heart  look  up  to  Ilim  for  protection 
imil  a-^sislunce,  we  inuy  reiisonably  hope  that  those  blessings  will  be 
continued  to  tls,  and  that  in  the  discharge  of  the  public  duties  we 
are  now  met  to  perform,  wc  shall  be  directed  to  such  measures  as 
will  best  tend  to  the  preservatiou  of  tramjiiillity  amongst  ourselves 
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and  of  peace  with  our  neighbors,  and  which  will  entitle  us  to  the 
further  attention  and  care  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction,  gentlemen,  that  I  receive  the  declara- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  that,  in  the  administration  of 
the  government,  the  purity  of  ray  intentions,  ever  since  that  high 
trust  has  been  committed  to  me,  has  been  manifest ;  and  I  am  sensi- 
bly touched,  by  the  regret  you  express,  that  falsehood  and  calumny 
have  been  resorted  to  in  order  to  render  that  administration  un- 
popular. 

While  I  enjoy,  gentlemen,  the  pleasure  that  must  ever  result 
from  the  consciousness  of  upright  intentions,  I  presume  to  think 
that  it  is  by  falsehood  and  calumny  only  that  the  acts  which  have 
been  consequent  to  those  intentions  can  be  impeached. 

To  raise  groundless  jealousies  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and,  by 
malicious  aspersions  on  the  characters  of  their  magistrates  to  de- 
stroy that  confidence,  which,  for  their  own  sakes,  they  ought  to 
have  in  them,  is  doing  a  real  injury  to  society.  They  are,  however, 
the  means  which  are  generally  used  by  ambitious,  designing,  and 
envious  men  to  accomplish  their  purposes;  and  when  they  have 
been  used  so  often  against  the  wise  and  good  in  all  ages,  I  ought 
not,  perhaps,  to  complain  that  they  have  been  also  applied  to  me. 


Address  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives TO  His  Exceij^ency  Governor  St.  CLAm. 

Sir: — The  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
with  regret,  observe  that  a  difference  of  opinion  has  arisen  between 
their  chief  magistrate  and  both  Houses,  on  the  construction  of  that 
jmrt  of  the  Ordinance  for  the  government  of  this  Territory  which 
authorizes  the  lavinj?  out  new  counties. 

Having  naturally  considered  and  examined  the  Ordinance,  we 
find  no  reason  to  change  our  opinion.  Although  the  Ordinance  di- 
rects that  *'the  Governor  shall  proceed,  from  time  to  time,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  require,  to  lay  out  the  parts  of  the  district  in  which 
the  Indian  titles  shall  have  been  extinguished  inU)  counties  and 
townships,  subject,  however,  to  such  alterations  as  may  hereafter  be 
made  by  the  legislature,"  yet,  we  can  not  help  believing  that  the 
power  thus  given  was  only  intended  to  be  exercised  by  the  Governor 
before  the  organization  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  that  the  clause 
in  the  Ordinance  appears  to  have  a  more  immediate  reference  to  our 
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government  in  that  stage ;  Pir  that  part  of  the  Ordinance  which  d»- 
fiues  the  power  of  the  General  Assembly  gives  "  the  Govenior,lJ 
Legislative  Council,  and  House  of  Hepn»entttti%-es  the  anthoritj-  to  ■] 
make  laws  iu  all  cases  for  the  gowl  government  of  the  district,  uoi'l 
repugnant  to  the  principles  and  articles  in  this  Ordinance  established  I 
and  declared." 

It  appears  to  the  two  Houses  titat  this  right  naturally  devolves 
the  General  Assembly,  for  it  is  a  general  legislative  act  within  every 
State  in  the  Union.  Coming  from  the  different  parts  of  the  district, 
it  is  reasonable  to  euppoge  tliat  the  members  of  the  two  Houses  have 
a  better  knowledge  of  the  part  of  the  eouutry  they  represent  than 
any  other  person  besides.  Tlio  Oriiinanee  is  silent  on  the  mode  to 
be  adopted  in  fixing  the  place  for  the  seat  of  justice  witbin  the  dif- 
ferent counties,  which,  of  course,  must  become  a  legislative  act,  and 
a  county  laid  out  by  any  other  power  tlian  the  legislature  could  di- 
rect where  the  courts  of  justice  should  be  held.  When  we  reflect 
on  the  consequences  which  may  ensue  from  such  a  difference  of 
opinion,  we  are  induced  to  ask  your  Excellency  again  to  examine 
the  subject,  for  should  it  be  made  a  judicial  question,  which  we  con- 
ceive it  is  subject  to,  and  be  determined  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  Territory  that  it  is  a  legislative  act,  alt  the  proceedings  had  in 
said  county  would,  of  course,  be  void,  and  the  two  Houses  are  fully 
of  the  o|nuiou  that  when  a,  county  has  been  already  laid  out,  that 
any  county  to  be  erected  within  saiil  county,  or  part  of  two  counties 
to  be  erected  into  one,  there  must  be  an  altcmtion  of  the  boundaries 
of  said  counties,  and,  of  cource,  rotjuires  a  legislative  act. 

The  Ijcgislative  Coimcil  and  H^iuse  of  Ke|»resenta lives  do  further 
rei|uest,  that  wjieii  any  bill  or  bills  shall  \k  presented  to  your  Ex- 
cellency for  your  upproiHition  which  you  may  not  approve,  that 
such  bill  or  bills  be  returuefl  within  ten  days  after  your  Excellency 
may  have  received  tiie  same,  to  tlie  House  in  which  they  originated, 
stating  the  objections  you  may  have  thereto,  and  we  trust  your  ol>- 
jecttons  will  receive  all  the  attention  and  be  treated  with  all  the 
respect  that  the  two  Houses  are  cajable  of  And  we  can  not  but 
oliservc,  that  it  may  be  the  cau.>;e  of  that  free  communication  so 
necessary  tn  all  legislative  bodies. 


Govi^KVOR  St.  Ci.aib'.s  Reply. 

Gentlemen  of  Ou:  Council  and  of  the  Hoiixi- of  Representative* : — I  had 

■vr^terday  the  honor  to  receive,  by  a  committee  of  both  Houses,  a 
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joint  address  from  you,  on  the  subject  of  some  difference  in  opinion 
that  existed  at  a  former  meeting,  on  the  true  construction  of  that 
part  of  the  Ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  which 
authorizes  the  laying  out  new  counties. 

It  was  with  real  concern,  gentlemen,  that  I  found  in  that  address 
these  words :  **  Having  maturely  considered  ^nd  examined  the  Or- 
dinance, we  find  no  reason  to  change  our  opinion."  I  had,  gentle- 
men, examined  and  considered  the  Ordinance  as  attentively  as  I  was 
capable  of  doing  it  before  I  ventured  to  inform  you  of  the  grounds 
on  which  my  dissent  to  several  bills  presented  at  the  last  session  had 
been  founded.  As  you,  however,  have  adduced  some  reasoning  in 
order  to  show  that  the  opinion  then  founded  by  me  was  a  mistaken 
one,  I  will  examine  that  reasoning,  and  compare  it  with  the  Or- 
dinance. 

You  acknowledge,  gentlemen,  that  the  Ordinance  "has  given 
power  to  the  Governor,  from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire, to  lay  out  the  parts  of  the  district  in  which  the  Indian  title 
shall  have  been  extinguished  into  counties  and  townships,  subject, 
however,  to  such  alterations  as  may  hereafter  be  made  by  the  legis- 
lature ; "  and  you  say,  **  that  the  power  thus  given  was  only  intended 
to  be  exercised  by  the  Governor  before  the  organization  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,"  because  **  that  clause  appears  to  have  a  more  im- 
mediate reference  to  our  government  in  that  stage."  This  inference, 
to  me,  gentlemen,  does  not  appear  to  follow.  The  words  of  the  Or- 
dinance are,  **  the  laws  to  be  adopted  or  made  shall  have  force  in 
all  parts  of  the  district,  and  for  the  execution  of  process,  criminal 
or  civil,  the  Governor  shall  make  proper  division  thereof;  and  he 
shall  proceed  from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances  may  require,  to 
lay  out  the  parts  of  the  district  in  which  the  Indian  titles  may  have 
become  extinct  into  counties  and  townships,  subject,  however,  to 
such  alterations  as  may  thereafter  be  made  by  the  legislature."  There 
is  no  question  between  us  as  to  the  first  stage  of  the  government. 
You  agree  that  the  Governor  had  the  power,  and  that  it  was  his 
duty,  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  to  lay  out  counties,  free 
from  any  limitation  or  restriction  whatever.  The  natural  inference 
from  the  words  is,  that  the  Governor  has  still  the  power  to  erect 
counties,  subject  to  such  alterations  as  may  thereafter  be  made  by 
the  legislature ;  for,  as  I  observed  on  a  former  occasion,  a  thing  must 
of  necessity  exist  before  any  alteration  can  possibly  be  made  in  it ; 
and  there  is  nothing  else  but  the  act  of  erecting  a  county  to  which 
the  word  "thereafter"  can  possibly  be  applied.  But,  gentlemen, 
this  power  of  the  Governor  rests  not  on  a  chain  of  reasoning,  and 
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tbe  iufcroncee  that  may  be  deduced  therefrnm.  It  le  made 
hie  duty.  "  The  Goveruor  sliall  from  time  to  time,  ascircuiDstaDues 
may  re<}iiire,  proceed  to  lay  out  the  parts  of  the  district  in  which 
the  ludiuu  titliift  shull  have  been  estingutshcd  iuto  eounties  auA 
towuships; "  and  a  giMd  reoeon  is  giveii  why  tbisj  duty  is  requirod' 
of  hiin,  to-wit:  for  the  prevention  uf  crimes  and  injuries,  and  foB 
the  execution  of  proceBM,  criminal  and  <'ivil.  Il  uiay  be  true,  geo- 
tlemeu,  that  this  power  might  have  beeii  lietler  vested  in  you,  or  iu 
the  kgislature.  I  will  not  diftpute  iL  I  will  only  obsen'e  that  the 
Congress  did  not  think  fit  ao  to  vest  it. 

It  appears  evident  to  me,  gentlemen,  that  both  the  first  and  the 
present  stages  of  tho  goveniment  wero  fully  \a  the  runtempla- 
tlon  uf  Congress,  for  the  words  used  are,  "  the  laws  adopted  or 
made  shall  have  force  in  every  part  of  the  district : "  and  they  are 
connected  with  the  grant  of  the  power  we  are  connideriug.  Now, 
it  is  certain  that  in  the  first  Htage  of  government  no  laws  could  Iw 
made;  the  Governor  and  judges  had  the  power  conferred  upon 
tbem  of  adopting  the  laws  of  any  of  tho  original  Slates  which  they 
might  think  were  suiled  to  the  circumstances  of  the  district;  hut 
Congress  would  not  {>crmit  them  to  make  laws.  The  laws,  then, 
whicli  were  to  bo  made,  and  for  the  due  execution  of  which  the 
Governor  was  reqiiiref!  to  lay  out  the  district  into  counties,  were 
laws  made  by  the  legislature,  wlionevcr  it  sbould  be  established,  and 
as  long  JI.S  the  tcniponiry  govcrojncnt  Uist('<l.  Analyze,  gentlemen, 
the  clause  of  the  Ordinance,  and  I  ludievc  yim  will  find  it  to  amount 
to  this,  and  no  mure.  Previous  to  the  orpmi/jition  of  the  General 
As,-H>!iil>ly,  the  Giivenior  sluill  lay  oul  the  iiiirts  of  the  district  in 
which  the  Indian  titles  .-hall  have  bceti  extinguished,  that  is,  such 
pans  as  are  inhabited  or  free  to  ln'come  so,  into  pro|>cr  divisions  fur 
the  prevention  of  criiiies  and  injuries,  and  for  the  execution  of  pri>- 
cess,  etc.,  and  after  tlie  organiKalion  of  the  General  Assembly,  the 
Governor  shall  lay  out  the  i>arls  as  abiive  into  counties  and  tuwn- 
shi])s,  subject  to  such  alteriUions  as  the  legislature  may  afterwanhi 
make.  There  wa.-*  no  neeessitv  that  the  first  divisii.n  should  have 
borne  the  name  of  couulies,  and  tliey  were  truly  counties  in  uanie 
only,  and  did  not  become  so  in  fact  until  the  General  Assembly  was 
oi^'anized,  when  each  of  them  t'H)k  their  proper  share  in  the  legis- 
lature of  tlie  whole  country.  I  pray  you  also,  gentlemen,  to  observe 
that  the  words  of  tlie  Onlinance  were  not  merely  directory  to  the 
Governor,  hut  mandatory :  "Tlie  (Jovernor shall  proceed  from  time 
to  time,  to  lay  out  ciuntif^s."  Xeitber,  genllotnen,  docs  it  appear  to 
mc  that  the  argument  dmwn  from  the  general  legislative  power 
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of  the  Assembly,  in  any  manner  ^supports  your  inference,  or  mili- 
tates against  the  claim  of  the  Governor  in  the  case ;  for  it  is  ex- 
pressly declared  that  their  acts  shall  not  be  repugnant  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  articles  detailed  in  the  Ordinance,  and  it  appears  impossible 
to  read  the  Ordinance  with  attention  without  discovering  that  the 
power  of  the  Governor  to  lay  out  counties  is  one  of  the  principles. 

Whether  the  erection  of  counties  be  **a  right  that  naturally  de- 
volves upon  the  General  Assembly,"  that  is,  whether  it  be  an  execu- 
tive or  legislative  act,  is,  perhaps,  not  so  certain  as  you  seem  to 
think  it.  It  would  not,  indeed,  be  very  difficult  to  demonstrate  that 
it  is  purely  executive.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  that  dis- 
cussion, because  Congress  has  made  it  an  executive  duty.  What, 
gentlemen,  could  be  intended  by  the  words:  **They  shall  proceed, 
firom  time  to  time,  as  circumstances  may  require,  etc.,"  but  that,  as 
the  first  division  of  a  country,  just  beginning  to  settle  in  different 
and  distant  parts,  must  necessarily  be  large,  and  when  the  inhabitants 
increased  in  those  parts  and  the  prevention  of  crimes  and  injuries 
and  the  execution  of  process  became  thereby  difficult,  they  should 
be  subdivided ;  and  the  Governor  is  commanded  so  to  proceed ;  and 
in  the  first  stage  of  the  Government,  without  limitation  or  restric- 
tion, for  the  Judges  were  not  let  into  this  executive  act,  though  they 
were  into  the  adoption  of  laws ;  and  in  the  second  stage,  subject  to 
such  alterations  as  the  General  Assembly  should  think  proper. 

The  practice  of  several  of  the  United  States,  with  regard  to  form- 
ing counties,  whatever  it  may  l)e,  can  not  convert  an  act  properly 
executive  into  an  act  properly  legislative. 

It  is  known  that  the  legislatures  of  some  of  them  do  exercise  pow- 
ers that  are  properly  executive.  But  this  proves  nothing  but  that, 
in  the  formation  of  their  constitutions,  a  very  accurate  distribution 
of  executive  and  legislative  power  was  not  made.  But  all  of  them 
who  established  counties  by  a  legislative  act  do  not  consider  it  as  an 
act  of  a  general  legislative  nature.  If  you  will  take  the  trouble, 
gentlemen,  to  open  the  code  of  Virginia,  you  will  find  that  the 
acts  for  dividing  counties  are  denominated  private  acts,  and  that, 
though  that  State  has  gone  more  into  the  principle  of  dividing  coun- 
ties than  any  other,  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  print  the 
acts,  and  the  title  of  them  only  appears  in  the  statue  books. 

It  is  certainly  reasonable,  gentlemen,  to  conclude  that  the  whole 
of  the  members  of  the  Council  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
when  met  together,  possess  a  better  knowledge  of  the  whole  coun- 
try than  any  one  of  them  ;  but  it  does  by  no  means  follow  that,  be- 
cause any  one  gentleman  is  a  member  of  either  of  those  Houses,  he 
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poaeesM*  a  better  kuowleilgo  of  <he  part  of  the  country  which  he  i 
repreeeoU  than  any  nlher  person.     It  is  aUn  rea^mnable  to  cunclude  i 
that  when  a  duty,  t^  the  proper  execution  of  which  a  general  oc- 
quaintoncc  with  every  port  of  the  cuimtry  is  necesimry,  lias  been  i 
iiiiI)o«od  upuu  any  ix^rwn,  the  meuiis  necessary  and  proper  to  acquire  i 
that  acqittuntaace  will  1h!  u»ed,  and  that  as  iho  laying  out  counties,  < 
to  the  doing  of  which  with  intelligence,  that  general  knowledge  is 
neccasary,  haa  been  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor,  he  will  not  neg- 
lect the  means  of  aciiuiring  it. 

It  is,  gentlemen,  an  incontrovertible  maxim,  that  whoever  has 
the  i»wer  to  ordain  an  end,  has  also  the  power  to  ordain  the  means ; 
and  that,  when  au  end  is  ordained,  the  means  necessary  to  attain  it 
are  given,  though  they  may  not  be  expressed.  You  infer  from  the 
silence  or  the  Ordinance  with  respect  to  the  seats  of  justice  in  the 
counties,  that  the  fixing  them  must  of  neeeaaity  require  a  legislative 
act.  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  think  that  inference  does  not  fol- 
low. The  end  to  be  attained  by  the  erection  of  counties  is  the  pre- 
vention of  crimes  and  injustice,  and  the  regular  adminiiitration  of 
justice.  The  mean?  are  magi.ftrates,  sheriffs,  coui-ts,  and  their  offi- 
cers. But  courts  would  be  useless  without  a  fixed  place  for  their 
sessions,  from  whence  ihcir  process  is  to  issue,  and  to  which  it  must 
be  returned.  It  can  not  l>e  denied  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Gover- 
nor to  sec  that  the  laws  are  executed  and  ju.sticc  duly  administered, 
and  that  it  is  by  magistrates  and  ccmrts  lliis  is  to  be  effected. 

To  leave  thoin  at  lilKjrty  to  hold  those  courts  where  they  thought 
proi)er,  anil  wander  ovci  tlic  lounlic-,  ■^ittinff  '■omctinie'^  at  one  plnco 
and  tiiinictimesat  tin"lln.r  an  auj  l^blm  nii^'ht  -trike  them  would 
render  thcin  worhc  than  u-ilt'--  and  tin  end  which  i«  the  due  and 
regular  administrdtiiin  <if  ju-tue,  wimld  Ik,  defeated 

It  if,  therefore,  the  duti  of  tlie  Gmcrnor  to  direct  the  places 
where  their  sessions  sliall  bi  held,  and  to  confint  them  to  iho-se 
places.  The  prevention  of  crimt-  and  the  admini-tralion  of  justice 
is  the  end  for  whieh  cnuntie'*  jre  <  rtcted  and  it  has  been  made  the 
duty  of  the  Governor  to  crc(t  them 

But  justice  can  not  lie  didv  ind  regularh  administered,  unlc^  the 
courts  meet  at  fixed  tinits  and  placei  It  is  one  of  the  means  hj 
which  the  cm!  is  to  be  atiaimd  It  therefore,  i"  the  dutj  of  the 
Governor,  and  he  has  the  power  to  apjxuut  those  places  ^  on 
seem  to  think,  gentlemen  tint  iijudieial  qucition  ma>  an-e  on  thi^ 
right.  I  Iwlievc  it  to  be  imjumible  tliat  it  ean  But,  admit  that  it 
should,  and  tliat  the  jiidiinary  should  put  a  construction  on  that  jiurt 
ofthe  Ordinance  differingfrom  that  by  whicli  the  Governor  may  have 
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been  guided,  the  consequences  you  apprehend  would  not  follow. 
Your  observation  that  a  county  can  not  direct  the  place  where  the 
courts  of  justice  are  to  be  held  is  correct,  and  it  is  also  certain  that 
they  must  be  fixed  to  some  place  by  a  competent  authority,  and  that 
either  tho  executive  or  the  legislature,  according  to  circumstances, 
may  be  that  competent  power. 

The  Ordinance  of  Congress  has  placed  it  in  the  Governor,  and, 
therefore,  he  is,  in  our  circumstances,  that  competent  power.  Should 
the  judiciary  determine  that  it  is  the  proper  business  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  not  of  the  Governor,  to  erect  counties,  it  would  only  be 
upon  abstract  principles,  and  would  not  affect  what  had  been  done 
before.  They  would  stand,  and  every  thing  that  had  been  done  in 
the  counties,  so  far  as  they  were  connected  with  that  question,  would 
be  valid.  Should  the  Executive  and  the  legislature  think  proper  to 
conform  to  the  opinion  of  the  judiciary,  well  and  good.  It  would 
be  a  rule  for  their  future  conduct ;  but,  should  they  or  either  of 
them  refuse  to  conform  to  it,  would  the  judiciary  compel  them  ?  It 
is  clear  they  could  not.  But  it  is  a  question  that  can  never  come 
before  the  judiciary  of  the  Territory.  It  is  not  competent  to  decide 
upon  it;  neither  can  it  be  decided  by  any  other  body  but  the  G)n- 
gress  of  the  United  States.  It  has,  indeed,  gentlemen,  been  a  sub- 
ject of  no  small  regret  to  me  that  there  should  have  ever  been  a 
difterence  of  opinion  between  any  of  the  branches  of  the  legislature ; 
I  even  regret  that  the  present  discussion  has  been  entered  into,  be- 
cause I  fear  that  it  is  not  the  way  to  draw  them  closer  together, 
which  I  ardently  wish,  not  -only  on  the  subject  of  counties,  but  of 
every  other  that  may  come  before  them.  But,  to  evince  to  you  that 
it  is  my  sincere  desire  to  harmonize  with  you,  if  a  bill  shall  pass 
your  Houses  enacting  that,  whenever  five  hundred  or  more  free  male 
inhabitants  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  residing  together  in  any 
part  of  the  Territory,  shall  desire  to  be  separated  from  the  county 
in  which  they  reside,  and  that  the  district  which  they  actually  in- 
habit may  be  erected  into  a  new  county  by  certain  limits  and  lines 
of  boundary,  the  Governor  shall  erect  such  district  into  a  county, 
it  shall  receive  my  assent ;  provided,  that  means  are  therein  pointed 
out  whereby  the  Governor  may  be  truly  informed  that  there  are  ac- 
tually not  less  than  five  hundred  free  males  of  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  residing  in  the  proposed  limits,  and,  provided,  that  it  shall  be 
made  to  appear  that  the  proposed  separation  will  not  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  of  that  description  in  the  original  county  below 
five  hundred. 

It  is  a  fixed  opinion  with  me,  gentlemen,  that,  the  moment  a 
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county  is  erected,  that  momenf,  be  the  number  of  inliabitanM^ 
they  niny,  they  acquire  a  right  to  be  represeiitwi  in  llie  legislaliii 
anil  I  am  much  perauaded  that  you  will  tiiiil  tht:  ojiiiiiim  c^irrect. 
But  tlie  Ordinance  for  the  government  nf  ihn  Terrihiry  liae  de<7bired.4 
that  for  every  five  hundred  free  mules  of  Iweiity-onp  years  there' 1 
shall  be  one  rcpresenljitive,  conswiucntly  a  lesfl  number  can  not  bo  ' 
repret<ented  in  the  Icgit^lalnre,  aud.  (MiUMequently,  I  can  not  consent 
to  any  division  of  coimtiea  which  would  confer  the  right  of  being 
reprewntcd  upon  a  Biaallf  r  number  than  that  ordained  hy  Congrcs*. 
By  the  expedient  above  proposed,  a  priuciplc  upon  which  counties 
could  !«  divided  and  new  ones  creeled,  conformably  to  the  Ordtnanw?, 
and  with  little  tnnible,  would  be  fixed ;  aud  it  would  alfo  be  con- 
formable to  that  other  well-established  principle,  that  reprewntation 
aud  taxation  ought  to  go  liand  ui  hand.  You  will,  I  trust,  gentle- 
men, be  sensible  that  my  resistance  in  this  instance  proceeds  from  n 
^vaset  of  duty,  because  a  compliance  with  your  wishes  would  evi- 
dently relieve  me  from  a  great  weight  of  re9}>onsibility,  at  the  eanip 
time  tliat  my  influeuco  would  probably  be  increased,  if,  as  we  so 
often  hear,  an  increased  palniiiage  would  have  that  effect;  ffir  the 
creation  of  a  great  many  new  counties  must  necessaiilj  be  followed 
by  a  great  many  new  offices,  all  in  the  gift  of  the  Governor. 

Aaloyourre<|uest,  gentlemen,  that,  "  when  any  bill  or  bills  may  be 
prewnteii  for  iip])rol)HtiiMi  which  may  not  be  approved,  I  shall  return 
them,  within  tvn  duy^  after  they  have  licen  received,  to  the  House 
where  tliey  oriiiinati'il,  with  tin;  i-bjwlinn.s  I  may  have  thereto,"  I  am 
sorry  to  say  t!iat  it  is  allngvilu-r  out  of  my  p"wer  to  comply  with  it. 
Tlu;  Oiiliiiancc  for  tliis  government  has  [ilaccd  in  the  Oovernor  an 
a!>s(>lule  ncgiitivc  U[xin  tlic  acts  of  the  two  Houses,  and  vou  request 
tbiit  it  may  be  converted  by  niR  into  a  kind  of  ([ualified  negative. 
You  "hi  nut  reipiin',  indeed,  that,  shouM  the  objections  l>e  deemed 
of  little  weight,  yimr  ads  niiiy  hecDUie  laws  without  the  af^sent  of 
the  Governor;  that  wi.iihl  have  been  loo  directly  in  the  face  of  the 
Ordinance,  whieh  deelares  that  '■  no  bii!  or  legislative  iiel,  whatever, 
shall  Iw  of  any  force  without  his  assent."  Though  I  can  not  doubt. 
gentlemen,  that  the  olijeetious  which  niigjit  !«  offered  to  a  bill  or 
bills  would  receive  the  greatest  ulteiition  and  l>e  treated  with  re- 
s]K>ct  by  bi)th  Hou.sp!',  it  diK-s  not  appear  to  me  that  the  desirable 
consul uen CCS  whieli  you  conleuiplnle  would  necessarily  follow,  f«r, 
as  I  observed  on  a  former  occasion,  you  are  under  no  const  it  utional 
obligations  ti>  cousiiler  them  ;  and,  shr)uld  they  be  considered,  and 
the  Houses  adhcn;  to  their  bills,  they  must  still  go  back  to  the  Gov- 
ernor for  his  assent,  aud,  should  he  adhere  to  his  objections,  so  far 
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from  producing  conciliation,  it  would  most  probably,  after  a  loss  of 
a  good  deal  of  time  and  a  waste  of  public  money,  issue  in  a  very  in- 
convenient degree  of  irritation  between  the  component  parts  of  the 
legislature.  The  only  way,  gentlemen,  that  I  see  in  which  the  end 
you  have  in  view  could  be  pursued  with  a  prospect  of  success,  would 
be  a  respectable  representation  to  Congress,  praying  an  alteration  of 
that  part  of  the  Ordinance,  and  so  far  would  I  be  from  opposing  it, 
were  it  in  my  power  to  oppose  it,  should  you  think  it  proper  or  need- 
ful, I  would  cheerfully  join  with  you  in  making  the  representation. 
P.  8.  Though  it  be  foreign  to  the  matter  of  the  above  answer,  I 
will  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  recommend  that,  as  the 
election  law  is  under  revision,  a  clause  may  be  added  to  fix  the  time 
when  the  first  session  of  the  legislature  after  every  new  election  of 
representatives  shall  be  held.^ 

*  After  both  parties  to  the  •' new  counties"  controversy  had  stated  their 
views,  the  subject  was  dropped.  The  Governor  stood  firmly  for  his  right» 
but  ho  studied  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  gave  them  local  government 
as  fast  as  they  could  provide  the  means  for  its  support.  This  did  not  suit 
the  speculators  in  lands,  and  the  new  party,  led  by  Massieand  Worthington, 
increased  in  strength.^ 


(1)  Acts  Passed,  1800. 

1.  Defining  seals  affixed  to  certain  instruments  of  writing. 

2.  Authorizing  the  leasing  of  lands  granted  for  the  support  of  schools  and  relig- 
ious purposes  in  the  county  of  Washington. 

3.  To  revise  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  establish  and  regulate  ferries." 

4.  To  amend  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  for  allowing  compensation  to  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  Territory,  and  to  the  persons  prosecuting  the  pleas  in  behalf  of  the 
Territory  in  the  several  counties."  ^ 

5.  Authorizing  the  judges  of  the  general  court  to  appoint  commissioners  to  take 
special  bail  and  to  administer  oaths. 

6.  To  incorporate  the  town  of  Marietta. 

7.  To  amend  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  encourage  the  killing  of  wolves." 

8.  To  empower  the  trustees  named  in  the  last  will  and  test.Hment  of  Dr.  William 
Burnet,  the  elder,  to  dispose  of  certain  lands. 

9.  To  amend  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  create  the  offices  of  a  Territorial  treas- 
urer, and  of  an  auditor  of  public  accounts." 

10.  To  amend  the  act  entitled  '*  an  act  regulating  the  admission  of  practice  of  at- 
torneys and  counselors  at  law." 

11.  To  establish  and  regulate  taverns  and  public  houses  of  entertainment. 

12.  To  provide  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  illegitimate  children. 

13.  To  amend  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  allowing  and  regulating  prison  bounds." 

14.  To  establish  and  confirm  the  town  of  Athens  in  the  county  of  Washington. 

15.  To  provide  for  the  recording  of  town-plats. 

16.  Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  establishing  and  regulating  the 
militia." 

17.  Providing  for  the  trial  of  homicide  committed  on  Indians. 

18.  To  prevent  the  abatement  of  suits  in  certain  eases. 

19.  To  ascertain  and  defray  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  judgss  of  the  ^neral 
court,  and  for  disposing  of  the  fees  heretofore  allowed  them  by  law. 

20.  Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  establish  and  regulate  county 
levlei." 
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John  S.  Gajjo  to  Oovernob  St.  Clair. 

CiNciNXATi,  Nor.  15,  1800. 

Dear  Sir: — Yours  of  tbe  ,  iiicloeing  your  ntldress  to  I 

,  afforded  me  great  sati^fkction,  eapeciftUy  the  last  clausoi,.] 

which  must  have  made feel  email  indeed,  unless  1 

a  heart  of  sEone.     I  returned  on  Thursday  la^t  from  a  journey  above 

Deerfield,  and  I  find  J,  8, ,  etc. ,  have  lieen  preaching  to  some 

people  their  text  and  application  as  a  warning  to  Biuuers  not  to  sign 
a  petition  in  your  favor.  I  found  iv  few  that  were  firm  in  the  country, 
that  appeared  rejoiced  at  tbe  ve^is  of  Me^Cillan's  going  to  Congreas. 
On  my  return,  lor  the  first  time  I  have  visited  every  family  in  Ciu- 
cinnati  and  ita  vicinity,  except  two;  and,  to  my  great  Eatisfaetion, 
found  them  well-disposed,  and,  as  a  proof  of  their  fidelity,  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  signed  the  petition  in  one  day.  I  have 
sent  a  man  to  Daytou,  Cleveland  {?),  Hamilton,  Mill  Creek,  and 
Coliiiubia ;  they  will  all  bo  back  on  Monday  next  in  time  to  inclose 
the  papers  with  the  next  mail.  I  will  write  McMillan  of  something 
that  r  have  heard  against  the  opposite  petitioner.  AVc  have  do 
news  here  since  you  went  up  to  the  seat  of  Government.  That 
yoii  may  be  continued  as  a  blessing  to  the  Territory  ia  the  ardent 
wish  of  your  most  obedient,  etc. 


To  toe  IsriABiTAXTs  OF  TiiK  XoRTn-wrsTERS  Territoey  re- 
siding East  of  a  Link  that  may  bk  Dkawn  due  North 
t-ROM  tiie  Mouth  of  tiik  Orkat  Miami  River. 

CiiiLLicoTiiG  (icithmitdatt:),  1800. 
FelUnc-fif'tP^ns: — The  Ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  Htatcs  north-west  of  tJie  Itiver  Ohio  declares 
"  that  whenever  there  sliall  l>e  sixty  thousand  inhabitanta  residing 
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within  the  above  described  boundaries,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
State  government,  and  be  admitted,  by  its  delegates,  into  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a 
permanent  constitution  and  State  government ;  provided  the  con- 
stitution and  government  so  to  be  formed  shall  be  republican." 

By  an  act  of  Ck)ngres8,  passed  at  their  last  session,  the  census  of 
this  Territory  is  directed  to  be  taken,  under  the  direction  of  the  sec- 
retary ;  and  believing  that  there  will  be  the  number  required  by 
said  Ordinance,  or  nearly  the  number,  we  have  taken  this  oppor- 
tunity of  recommending  to  your  consideration  the  propriety  of 
going  into  a  State  government  at  as  early  a  period  as  our  number 
will  admit  of.  In  recommending  this  subject  to  your  consideration, 
we  are  well  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  sentiments  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  on  a  subject  so  materially  interesting  to  them,  and  we  there- 
fore recommend  it  to  them  to  instruct  their  representatives,  at  their 
next  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  govern  themselves  ac- 
cordingly. 

You  will,  fellow-citizens,  while  reflecting  upon  the  important 
subject,  consider  the  additional  expenses  that  must  necessarily  ac- 
crue in  the  exercise  of  a  State  Government,  which  you  will  perceive 
must  unavoidably  arise.  You  w^ill  likewise  consider  the  superior 
advantages  which  you  will  derive  therefrom.  A  candid  comparison 
will,  we  presume,  be  the  criterion  by  which  you  will  govern  your- 
selves in  your  deliberations. 

We  are,  fellow-citizens,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  etc., 

Edward  Tiffin  and  others.  Committee. 


Jacob  Burnet  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

August  20,  1800  (no  place). 
Sir: — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  perused  the  law 
to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  and  to  pre- 
serve peace  on  the  frontiers.  As  the  murder  of  these  Indians  was 
done  on  lands  ceded  by  treaty  to  the  United  States,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  law  does  not  embrace  the  crime.  The  sixth  section, 
which  is  the  only  one  in  the  law  that  t^kes  notice  of  murder  com- 
mitted on  Indians,  is  confined  to  such  murders  as  are  committed  in 
a  town,  settlement,  or  territory  belonging  to  a  nation  or  tribe  of  In- 
dians. I  should,  therefore,  suppose  that  the  offenders  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  same  manner  as  though  they  were  charged  with 
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the  iiiuriler  of  wLite  poupli-.  and  timt  ihe  lu.jde  of  trial  poiuled  .^ot  ] 
ill  the  lilteenth  st-clion  of  the  act  t-an  nut  lic!  obligatory  in  the  prea-  ' 
eat  cauKe,  further  than  it  pursues  the  mode  provided  by  the  commoD'  | 
law  and  the  statutes  that  are  fn  force  in  the  Territory. 


JoiiK  Brows  to  Governor  St.  Cl^aib. 
8e\ate  Chamber,  W'asoinotox,  tkannbrr  24, 1800. 
Sir: — Your  favor  uf  the  7th  Niivcmber  w<mld  liave  been  answered 
at  au  earlier  day  bad  I  Iwc^n  present  when  it  reached  thia  plac«,  hut 
at  the  time  of  ita  arrival  I  was  on  a  visit  to  New  York,  from  whence 
I  returned  with  my  family  only  a  few  days  ago.  I,  however,  have 
the  pleasure  to  think  tliat  this  absence,  which  was  unexpectedly 
priilouged  by  unavoidable  cireumstances,  hm*  had  no  unfitromblo 
effect  on  yonr  interests  in  thw  quarter,  ax  I  urn  in  time  to  exert  any 
little  influence  I  p'lsseas  in  support  of  your  claims  to  rc-apimintmcnt ; 
and  let  me  here  oasiiro  you,  in  much  sincerity,  that  I  consider  your 
pretciisionn  and  expectations  as  just  and  well  founded,  nnd  that  all 
the  aid  which  I  can  give  or  procure  for  the  accomplishment  of  your 
wislifft  iihall  Ix)  afforded.     I  am  persiuided  it  will  five  you  pleasure 


til  loiirn  tlint  the  attempts  of  yoi 

tr  enemies  have  made  no  unfevora- 

III;'  iiiiprivsinn  iijinri  tin-  wnpri-iiie 

Kseeutive. 

I'roMd.-ol/luid  U'i'.r'.;  liie  .Senate 

ion  for  re-appointment  was,  by  the 
inr  their  approliation.    In  his  mes- 

sa-.\  lie  referred  tile  Senate  tr)  a 
ii;.';iiiist  the  n.Miiinaliiin.  wliieh  hi 

iiundKT  of  representations,  for  and 
ive  lieen  Received  l»y  him,  and  were 

t^ulunilled  ioreuiisideration.     I  ( 
liieir  codtenl.-:,  as  they  liave  mit 

■an  give  no  inlbrmalion  res|>ecting 
yet  lieen  riwl,  the  Senate  Imving, 

f.ir  f'ome  davs,  iM-eii  exeiu^ivelv 

oeeupied  with  the  French  freatv. 

Wo  have  agreed  t,.  adjnuru  for  t. 
anxious  t<)  iiiLt  nff  VDUr  ImsinesK 

rn  d.n-s,  whieh  I  am  jrlad  of,  Ix-iiip 
uniil  the  arrival  of  Ross  and  IJing- 

ham,  whn  are  di^p<)sed   lo   ktvc 

!  \Mv:  also  of  General  John  Arm- 

stronn.  from  New  Ynrlv,  who,  in 

ail  jirohaUlity,  will  l>e  your  friend. 

I  eau  not  yet  even  tliruL  a  eoiiiec 
ties,  as  there  has  been   W  discus 

lure  relative  ti>  the  strength  of  jtar- 
-i.m  of  Ihe  subject  by  the  Senate. 

It  is  said  Mr.  Tracy  has  the  offie 

0  in  view,  aud  will  endeavor  to  de- 

feat  viiur  appointment. 

I  refer  you  to  Mr.  MeMiHau' 

!i  eommuuications  for  the  news  of 

this  pine 


^■fcf.■■)f   . —  rr  ^  ."  .  '  ^  t  -'  -  '-L.' 
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Return  J.  Meigs  to  Thomas  Worthington. 

Marietta,  January  15,  1801. 

Dear  Sir: — ^We  had  a  meeting  of  the  citizeDS  of  this  town  on 
the  4th  inst.  The  subject  of  going  into  a  State  government  was 
taken  up  and  discussed,  and  a  committee  of  five  persons  was  chosen 
to  report  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  this  and  the  other  counties. 
The  citizens  met  at  the  court-house,  agreeably  to  adjournment,  on 
Monday  la«t.  An  address  was  reported ;  it  is  lengthy,  in  the  main, 
well  written,  and  utterly  disclaims  the  idea  of  going  into  a  State 
government.  But  certain  parts  of  it  were  very  exceptionable  to 
a  number  present,  which  caused  lengthy  and  animated  debate. 
The  exceptionable  parts,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  are  as  follows, 
viz.;  "That  designing  characters  were  aiming  at  self-aggrandize- 
ment, and  would  sacrifice  the  rights  and  property  of  the  citizens  at 
the  shrine  of  private  ambition."  *'That  the  political  horizon  is 
clothed  in  frowns ;  that  the  risk  of  a  foreign  war  can  only  be 
equaled  by  the  danger  of  domestic  tempests." 

These  parts  of  the  address  were  objected  to  by  a  number  of  per- 
sons, amongst  them  myself  and  son.  A  long  debate  ensued  on  mo- 
tion to  strike  them  out.  The  arguments  in  favor  of  retaining  them 
in  the  address  were  clearly  refuted ;  but  the  spirit  of  the  times, 
roused  by  the  event  of  the  late  election,  had  interwoven  itself  into 
the  address,  a  place  where  it  ought  not  to  have  had  the  least  influ- 
ence or  effect.  The  address  was,  therefore,  carried  by  a  large 
majority,  except  some  small  alterations;  particularly,  the  word 
British  was  stricken  out,  and  the  word  foreign  substituted  in  lieu 
thereof. 

In  justice  to  myself  and  son,  and  other  friends,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  make  you  this  statement,  as  we  utterly  disclaim  the  illiberal 
and  dangerous  sentiments  held  up  in  the  parts  of  tlie  address  above 
recited.  I  shall  write  Colonel  N.  Massie,  as  I  wish  our  friends 
not  to  entertain  an  idea  that  we  are  capable  of  giving  credit 
to  sentiments  so  illibenil  and  dangerous,  so  distrustful  of  our  politi- 
cal affairs;  for,  I  really  think  that,  instead  of  frotims,  our  jwlitical 
horizon  is  clothed  in  smiles,  and  that  no  domestic  tempest  threat- 
ens us. 

With  respect  to  going  into  a  State  government,  we  all  agree  in 
opinion  that  it  is  improper.  If  tlie  Governor's  negative  can  be 
qualified,  which  will  undoubtedly  take  place,  our  present  system  of 
g  )vernment  can  not  be  oppressive  in  any  respect. 
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I  BiDcerely  hope  that  your  citLeena  will  figree  wilh  ns  ou  this  im- 
portant Bubjeet.  It  would  certaiDly  involve  us  in  expenses  beyond 
our  [wwer  to  support.  Many  reasons  migltt  be  adduced ;  tliey  will 
occur  to  you  as  you  reflect  on  the  subject.' 


Hon.  J.  Brown"  to  THOKAif  Wobthtngtos. 

Washdjgtos,  January  29,  1801. 

The  nomination  of  Governor  St,  Clair  ha«  not  yet  l)een  acted  on. 
It  was,  with  all  the  petitions,  etc.,  which  accompanied  it,  referred 
to  a  committee,  which  have  not  yet  reported,  but  probably  will  in  a 
day  or  two.  It  is  the  genexal  opinion  of  all  I  have  consulted  that 
the  secretary  of  the  territory  can  not,  under  existing  circumstancea, 
discharge  the  duties  of  Governor,  a  vacancy  such  as  the  present  not 
having  been  io  the  contemplation  of  the  hiw,  and  not  provided  for 
by  it.'  .  .  .  John  Marshall  ban  been  appointed  Chief  Justice, 
i'!ee  Jobu  Jay.  Desler  has  been  promoted  to  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  Lucius  H.  Stockluo  was  nominated  Secre- 
tary of  War,  but,  liaving  declined  to  accept,  this  day,  Roger  Gris- 
wold  (of  epilinff  memory)  was  nominated  to  that  oflice.  The  oU 
iieiillfmin  is  certaiuly  deranged.* 

I  MS.  IVorf/iliiffioH  P<<p>;x. 

'.Scnittor  Brown,  of  Kfnliicky, 

•This  WHS  the  view  hi'Id  bySt.  ClHir.  Airtiiig  on  il..lio  thwsrted  thfi  deep- 
liiid  stlipmo  of  Ills  jhilitii-'al  I'liemiui',  who  had  planned  to  delHy  his  re-sppoinl- 
mt-iit  |.y  i-rpnling  diffioulli™  v,:ih  the  President  and  Senate  until  after  liis 
cnnimission  sh.  iild  i-](|iir<>,  when,  tliey  reasoned,  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
Itjrd,  would  111'  tlio  Hi-linij  Governor,  and  tliey  would  li:ivo  control  of  tho 
tfiritoriiil  goviTument,  I'j'  proroguing  Iho  Litj^isluture,  and  publicly  declnr- 
ii:^  that  tlio  Btfcrctnry  could  not  ni't.  This  deeisive  mcaMirc.  we  nrc  assured 
Uj-  Judge  llurncl,  oven  nltirmed  his  own  friends,  lest  he  hnd  exceeded  hi; 
legitimate  power.  But  St.  Clair  understood  the  spirit  of  tbo  Ordinance,  and 
hi.i  prompt  Mclion,  which  disconcerted  hia  enemies  as  well  as  alarmed  bis 
friends,  was  an  evidence  nf  his  political  sagacity  and  courage. 

'  MS.   Worlhinyiun  Pai-:rs. 


I 

nd 


Correspondence^  Addresses,  Etc.  529 

Senator  James  Ross  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

City  of  Washington,  February  3d,  1801. 

Dear  Sir : — This  day  the  long-delayed  question  has  been  taken 
upon  your  nomination,  and  carried  by  a  very  considerable  majority, 
but  not  without  opposition.  By  whatsoever  means,  or  from  what- 
ever motives  this  opposition  may  have  been  excited,  I  am  persuaded 
that  you  have  too  much  magnanimity,  as  well  as  too  much  under- 
standing, to  give  your  enemies  within  your  government  any  reason 
to  believe  that  you  feel  towards  them  the  slightest  resentment. 
None  of  your  old  friends  left  you  on  this  question,  and  we  had  some 
new  ones.  Mr.  Brown,  of  Kentucky,  who  has  always  displayed  a 
sincere  affection  for  you,  exerted  himself  in  this  business  with  un- 
common earnestness  and  effect.  Indeed,  the  security  of  the  present 
result  depended  almost  entirely  upon  his  influence  and  friendship. 
Mr.  McMillan's  conduct  was  judicious,  manly,  and  decisive.  He 
wrote  not  only  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  to  the  committee  of 
the  Senate  who  had  the  nomination  under  their  consideration. 

Three  years  is  not  a  long  time,  but  it  is  probably  longer  than  the 
people  will  continue  in  the  form  of  a  colony,  and  I  hope  to  see  you 
the  Governor  of  a  State  there  by  a  choice  of  the  people  under  a 
good  strong  constitution,  which  will  be  a  conclusive  answer  to  all 
calumny. 

We  are  doing  little  at  this  place.  The  French  convention  has 
been  acceded  to  on  condition  that  the  second  article  be  struck  out, 
and  a  clause  added  limiting  the  duration  of  the  treaty  to  eight  years. 
By  striking  out  the  second  article,  we  mean  to  abandon  all  claim  for 
indemnities,  and  they  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of  restoring  in  any 
shape  the  ancient  treaties  or  any  of  the  odious  dangerous  priorities, 
preferences,  and  engagements,  which  we  had  incautiously  acceded  to. 
The  bargain  is  a  good  one,  and  perfectly  appreciable  to  the  French, 
provided  they  are  now  of  the  same  opinion  they  held  three  moons 
ago,  a  thing,  by-the-by,  not  very  certain. 

General  John  Marshall  this  day  takes  his  seat  as  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States,  vice  Ellsworth. 

No  certainty  of  the  election  of  President  on  the  eleventh  instant. 
The  scale  inclines  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jefferson  at  present,  but  the 
friends  of  the  other  are  making  proselytes. 

Mr.  Brown,  finding  that  I  am  writing  a  letter  to  you,  this  moment 
desires  his  most  respectful  compliments  and  congratulations  on  your 
re-appointment.     Colonel  Read,  of  the  Senate,  presents  his  also,  and 
Vol.  11-34. 
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80  would  a  long  list  of  worthies,  <Ud  they  know  to  whom  I  ^ 
writing. 

We  are  likely  to  have  a  new  judiciary  eyatcm,  which  will  e: 
liah  a  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  m  yi'ur  Territory,  a  grcsVB 
object  iiud  a  very  desirable  one,  but  I  tear  difficult  of  attnini 
as  the  Senate  is  very  nearly  divided  upon  the  question. 


Senator  Pcitukeman  to  Governor  St.  Ci-uk. 

City  of  Washisgton,  Febrvari/  Srf,  1801. 

Dear  Sir: — I  should  have  replied  before  thia  time  to  yours  of  the 
7th  of  November  last,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  addrcte  to 
me,  had  I  eupposed  so  lung  a  time  would  liave  elapsed  liefore  the 
busineaa  iu  which  you  were  so  di^eply  interested  was  closed.  Permjt 
me  to  assure  you  that  you  were  not  forgotten.  Buch  services  an 
were  in  my  power  were  chc«rfully  bestowed  to  prevent  merit  from 
falling  a  sacrifice  to  citlurany. 

I  can  now  C(uigratulat«  you  on  your  rc-appointmcnt.  Tlie  oppo- 
sition \iaa  more  feeble  iu  tiio  Senate  than  I  bad  esj>ei:tod.  It  was 
such  as  would  not  be  deemed  a  ilisgrace  by  a  man  of  honor.  My 
colleague  ought  to  have  the  justice  done  him  to  be  known  as  not 
joining  in  it. 


Skxator  J.  E.  HovvAKi)  TO  GovKRsnit  St.  Clair. 

Cii  Y  ni-  Wasiilniitox,  Ftlriianj  3<I,  1801. 
Sir: — I  liiivc  tlie  pieaf^ure  of  iuforiiiiug  you  fliat  ihe  Senate  this 
day  couliruK'd  the  noniiiiiilion  ajJiKiiuting  you  the  Governor  of  the 
Korth- western  Territory-.  The  committee  !<>  whom  the  matter  was 
referred,  witli  t!ic  pa|>ers  for  and  agiiinst  your  re-appointment,  after 
a  long  investigation,  made  a  favorable  report,  which  ku^  agreed  to 
with  but  few  disseottculs. 

John  Marshall  to  Governor  St.  CLAnt. 
Department  of  State,  WAsniscixON,  February  10,  1801. 
Sir: — The  President  of  tlic  United  States  desirous  to  avail  the 
public  of  a.  continuance  of  your  services  as  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  north-west  of  the  Ohio  River,  I  have 
the  pleaKiire  of  inclosing  your  commission,  and  of  expressing  the 
sentiments  of  esteem  with  which  I  am,  sir,  etc. 
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Stevens  Thomson  Mason*  to  Thomas  Worthington. 

Washington,  February  5, 1801. 

Dear  Sir: — Early  in  the  present  session,  the  nomination  of  Gen- 
eral St.  Clair  as  Governor  of  the  North-western  Territory  for  a 
further  period  of  three  years  was  sent  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Senate.  The  nomination  was  accompanied  with  various 
memorials  and  representations  for  and  against  the  appointment.  The 
nomination  and  documents  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
Senate  to  examine  and  report,  and  I  have  expected  every  post  since 
to  be  able  to  communicate  to  vou  the  result ;  but  the  business  was 
not  taken  up  in  the  Senate  till  this  week.  The  committee  reported 
that  the  charges  against  Governor  St.  Clair,  though  various  and 
some  of  a  serious  nature,  were  not  siippoiiedby  Vie  vieinorialhstn ;  they 
could  not,  however,  entirely  rescue  him  from  censure,  but,  uj)on  the 
whole,  recommended  a  confirmation  of  his  appointment,  which  took 
place  on  Tuesday  last.  I  thought,  myself,  that  there  was  sufficient 
to  show  that  he  was  very  obnoxious  to  a  great  part  of  the  people, 
and  that  he  ought  not  to  have  been  re-api)()inted.  Some  ni('iiil)er8 
who  did  not  approve  of  the  appointment  were  induced  to  vote  for  it 
from  an  apprehension  that,  should  he  be  rejected,  some  j)erson  inorc. 
obnoxious  might  Ix)  apjxjinted,  such  as  Tracy,  and  that  it  would 
only  be  exchanging  an  old  and  feeble  tyrant  for  one  more  a(;tive 
and  wicked.  Your  representative,  too,  I  l)eli(;ve,  took  great  pains 
amobg  the  memlx^rs  out  of  doors.  Should  your  next  House  of  ]i<"f>- 
resentatives  be  of  the  character  you  exjXH't,  I  should  supi>os<!  tliey 
might  petition  the  new  President  for  the  removal  of  the  (Jrovcrnor 
with  effect,  and  could  send  forward  proofs  and  documents  to  HUpi)ort 
the  charges  against  him. 

I  presume  you  have  seen  that,  of  the  two  gentlemen  re('()mni(n(h-d 
for  the  Council,  the  President  ha^  Helect<;d  Mr.  Libby.  Tin;  Smale, 
though  possessing  the  jmwer  to  rej(;ct  and  thus  of  forcing  the  I 'resi- 
dent to  take  the  other  j)erson,  yet  it  couhl  not  with  propriety  be  at- 
tempted without  some  well-founded  objection  lay  to  th(;  charar-ter 


*" Stevens  Thomson  Maaon,  lx)rn  nt  Stafford,  V'lr^inia,  17«i0;  <li«f|  at 
Philadelphia,  May  10,  ISO-'J.  Was  graduated  nt  William  and  Mary  iUAW^i-, 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  had  attain^-d  tlw;  rank  of  rolornd  in  tin?  l'«-voIu- 
tionary  army,  and  served  with  di«tinetion,  attaining  tho  rank  fif  briKadi«;r- 
general.  He  was  a  memlK5r  of  the  Virginia  IlrxiMij  of  Hijrgf!MM(«ii;  whm  u  ron- 
spicuous  member  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia  in  I7HH;  and  wan  a  ('nit«:d 
States  Senator  from  1794  until  his  death.  Ho  hnd  grrrat  powcm  of  oruti>ryy 
ivit,  and  sarcasm,  and  was  yary  popular/' — Drake' n  Die  Am,  Hutff, 
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who  eliould  be  first  prescaled  Ui  tbeui  by  tbe  Preflident.     In  S 
ia  rarely  the  case  that  tlie  Senate  will  exercise  their  ncgntive  upao 
api>oiiitmcuts.     A  strong  iiistanoe  has  occurred  this  week  ia  their  I 
coulirniiiig  tbe  uomination  of  Roger  Griswold  as  Secretary  of  War. 
A  more  preposterous  appointment  can  not  well  be  imagined. 

We  have  been,  during  the  present  seH^iuu,  in  a  cunliniial  state  of  ' 
agitaliou  and  anxiety  res|)ectlug  tbe  Prcsideulinl  election,  aud  are 
not  yet  entirely  free  from  apprehension  of  difficulty  and  embarrass- 
ment lieiug  attempted  to  bo  thrown  in  our  way.  Next  Wednesday 
vill  bring  the  business  to  its  ultimate  trial,  and  though  there  has 
been  a  good  deal  uf  caucusing  and  caballing  to  defeat  Mr.  Jefferson's 
election,  I  Ijclievc  myself  that  those  people  have  given  up  all  hopes 
of  success,  and  that  we  shall  get  the  business  through  without  any 
difficulty. 

The  convention  with  France,  though  once  actually  rejected  by 
the  Senate,  was  retained  in  our  hands,  and  tbe  report  of  our  pn> 
oecdinga  delayed  being  sent  to  the  President  in  an  expectation  of 
being  alile  to  come  to  some  compromise  upon  tbe  suliject,  which, 
after  about  a  fortnight,  was  effected,  and  on  Tuesday  we  ratified  it 
with  an  exception  of  the  second  articlo,  and  unncxing  a  limilation 
that  it  should  only  continue  for  eight  years.  This  measure,  I  flatter 
myself,  will  be  attended  with  very  happy  consequences  in  prevent- 
ing a  ivar  with  that  country  and  giving  a  rise  to  the  price  of  our 
produce. 

I  have  of  late  been  so  much  occupied  in  tbe  Senate  that  I  scarce 
know  what  is  doing  in  the  other  house.  Nothing,  however,  has,  I 
believe,  been  agitated  tlicre  which  rcsjwcts  your  country,  except  a 
hill  respecting  the  purchase  of  Judge  Syninies.  I  understand  a  bill 
is  on  its  pa.^iagc  to  give  a  pre-emption  to  ibose  who  bad  contracted 
with  Symmcs,  at  the  price  of  one  dollar  per  acre,  or  on  tlie  terms 
of  his  purchase  of  the  United  States.  I  doubt,  however,  its  passage 
in  the  Senate. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

CixciNNATr,  March  9, 1801. 
Sif : — -In  December  last  I  gave  iuforniatiim  that  a  verv  violent 
violation  of  the  Territory  bad  Ijcen  committed  by  the  British  near 
to  Detroit,  and  a  man  carried  away  I'V  force  and  murdered;  but  I 
bad  not  then  received  the  account  of  tbe  particular  circumstances, 
and,  therefore,  referred  you  to  tbe  Hon.  Mr,  Tracy,  who  happened 
to  be  at  Detroit  at  that  time.    The  clerk  of  the  peace  has  since 


y,^^--.^ 
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transmitted  the  particulars ;  ^  an  indictment  was  found  against  a 
sergeant  of  the  British  troops  who  commanded  the  party,  and  the 
testimony  on  which  it  depended  is  inclosed. 

By  the  treaty,  he  ought  to  be  demanded,  but  as  the  measure  ii 
delicate,  and  a  refusal  on  their  part  might  involve  very  serious  cott- 
sequences,  I  request  your  instructions  on  the  subject.  Where  military 
posts  are  near  each  other,  and  desertion  so  easy,  it  can  not  well  be 
otherwise  than  that  difficulties  will  occur,  and  it  is  much  to  be 
wished  that  some  agreement  to  deliver  up  deserters  on  both  sides 
were  entered  into.  The  above  affair  has  caused  very  great  uneasi- 
ness  amongst  the  inhabitants. 


J.  Edgar  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Kaskaskia,  April  11,  1801. 
Dear  Sir : — I  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  which  now  offers  ail 
far  as  Post  Vincennes  of  addressing  you  a  few  lines.  Since  I  wrote 
my  last  two  letters  to  you  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  you,  which  has  deprived  me  of  much  satisfaction.  I  have 
heard,  however,  the  news  of  your  having  been  re-appointed  to  be 
Governor  of  the  North-western  Territory,  in  spite  of  the  opposition 
of  your  enemies,  against  whose  unprovoked  animosity  you  may  al- 
ways prevail,  is  my  most  earnest  prayer.  I  must  now  take  the  lib* 
erty  of  refreshing  your  memory  concerning  the  deeds  for  the  three 
surveys  which  I  sent  you  last  spring,  for  which  I  now  begin  to  feel 
myself  anxious.  As  Mr.  Mcintosh  is  at  this  time  in  Cincinnati,  a 
good  conveyance  offers  for  the  forwarding  of  them,  by  your  taking 
mlvantage  of  which  you  would  particularly  oblige  me,  as  also  foi^ 
warding,  under  care  of  the  same  person,  the  two  sets  of  pajKjrs  now 
with  you,  under  proper  cover.  During  a  few  weeks  past,  we  have 
put  into  circulation  petitions  addressed  to  Governor  Harrison,  for  a 
General  Assembly,  and  we  have  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  about 
nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  St.  Clair  and  Ila]>> 
dolph  approve  of  the  measure,  a  great  proportion  of  whom  have 
already  put  their  signatures  to  the  petition.  I  have  written  to 
Judge  Clark,  of  Clark  county,  to  Mr.  Buntin  and  Mr.  Small,  of 
Post  Vincennes,  urging  them  to  be  active  in  the  business.     I  have 

*8ee  letter  of  Peter  Adrian,  anie. 
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DO  doubt  but  that  tho  uudertuking  will  meet  with  early  s 

so  U9  tu  admit  of  the  House  of  Kcpreseiitutivea  mbetiag  in  the  iUU.    ' 

Present,  if  you  please,  Mrs.  Edgur's  and  uij-  compliments  to  lira.   ^ 

Dill,  Mrs,  Vance,  and  the  rest  of  the  family. 


Addrkw*  Of  GovEiwoB  St.  Cuksb,  to  tub  Generaj.  Assebuly, 
November  2B,  1801. 
Gentlemen  of  tiie  Leffidaiive  Coiinnl  ami  Ornilemen  rf  the  Itinue  cf 
SepTeKjniativea: — At  thi;  fii^t  nirt'ting  of  the  second  General  Assem- 
bly  of  the  Territory,  I  tiin  not  lay  Buy  business  before  you  without 
first  turning  your  thoufihts  to  the  Supreme  Ucing,  t!ie  author  ami 
giver  of  all  good.  Favored  as  we  have  been  with  auothc-r  most 
plentiful  harvest  in  every  kind,  and  bleased  with  the  cuatiuuancr-  nf 
peace  at  home  and  abroad,  when  we  eonlnut  our  situation  witi 
nuiny  countries  in  the  old  world,  ttilfTeriuir  from  want — deluged  in 
-blood,  and  shaken  to  their  eentere — their  civil  and  religious  iaetitu- 
tiona  overturned,  and  anarchy  and  despotism  and  atheism  reigning 
in  their  stead,  how  thapkful  ought  we  to  be  to  Almighty  God,  wboae 
kind  I'mvideni-e  ha,"  sheltered  us  fn>m  similar  calamities;  neither 
shoulil  iitir  gratitude  l)e  witldielil  from  tlio  General  Government  of 
unr  eoiiTiIry,  which  Jiiis  lieen  llie  instrument  in  U]^  hands  to  shield 
us  from  harm,  and  to  prnrure  us  co  many  lilc'ssintrs.  This  comiiari- 
s.m.  genlli'iuen,  whicii  il  s.vms  im|Kis,-Ll)le  not  to  make,  holds  out  to 
us  also  a  very  useful  li'swui,  imt  liglitly  to  ]iiirl  with  the  real  advan- 
tages we  enjoy,  in  the  ho]ic  of  imaginary  and  contingent  giwxl. 
(.'ouhl  the  thousandtli  part  of  tlio  ulroeilies  that  have  been  commit- 
ted in,  and  the  miseries  tlint  have  lieeu  brouglit  upim  unhappy 
France  beeu  ]iresenteil  to  that  people  l>eforehand,  they  would  have 
turned  from  them  with  horror,  and  exclalmeil  with  one  voice :  "are 
Tliy  servant's  dos-'s,  that  they  should  do  liiis  thing?"  It  is  true,  geu- 
tiemen,  tluit  nuiuy  parts  of  our  couulry  liave,  this  last  season,  l>ecn 
R'verelv  atHicted  witli  sickness ;  but  this,  far  frimi  Ix'ing  a  ground 
tor  murmuring  and  discontent,  sliould  lead  us  to  examine  ourselves — 
to  the  corrtutioii  of  our  viees,  wliieli  may  have  brought  that  evil 
ui)on  ui,  an<i  to  a  roformaliim  of  manners.  I  submit  to  yon,  gen- 
tltmen,  ^\hetbcr  it  would  not  be  piojier,  by  law,  to  set  apart  a  dav 
lor  a  public  and  solemn  acknowledgment  to  God,  for  the  nuraberlesa 
benefits  we  Imve  received;  to  suj>plieate  the  continuance  of  tticni ; 
to  deprceate  His  wrath  for  the  multitude  of  our  transgressions,  and 
to  implore  His  grace  to  assist  us  to  amend  our  lives. 


-T^ilf  I  m '  >>i  1^1^  £^*  "J-^' 
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The  time,  gentlemen,  that  was  chosen  for  your  meeting  will,  I 
hope,  be  found  convenient  to  you.  The  labors  of  the  field  are  now 
over,  and  a  sufficient  space  for  the  business  of  legislation  to  which 
you  are  called,  remains,  before  you  will  be  obliged  to  return  to 
them.  Of  legislative  business,  a  considerable  field  lies  open  before 
you,  for,  from  the  unavoidable  early  adjournment  of  the  last  as- 
sembly, many  things  were  left  unattended  to  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  taken  up  by  them.  You  will  find  them,  gentlemen,  on  the 
journals,  and  in  my  address  to  that  assembly  on  opening  last  session, 
and  I  request  you  to  consider  them  as  now  repeated  to  you.  But,^ 
in  a  particular  manner,  I  must  recommend  to  you  the  revision  of 
our  criminal  law^s.  From  some  defect  in  the  laws  themselves,  or  in 
the  application  of  them,  it  is  painful  to  think  how  often  offenders 
escape  with  impunity ;  the  laws  become  despised,  offenders  auda- 
cious, and  the  peace  of  society  is  endangered. 

The  militia,  gentlemen,  has  been  organized,  as  far  as  it  could  be, 
in  all  the  counties  except  the  county  of  Belmont,  and  there  has  not 
been  time  for  it  there  since  it  was  erected.  But  I  suggest  to  you  the 
propriety  of  altering  the  law  establishing  and  regulating  the  militia; 
(ill  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  general  officers  should  be  re- 
pealed. The  appointments  of  those  officers  is  reserved  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  by  it  they  will  be  appointed  as  soon  as  they 
are  thought  necessary ;  but  the  propriety  of  making  regulations 
upon  matters  exclusively  with  that  Government  may  well  be  ques- 
tioned, and  of  this  I  was  well  aware  at  the  time,  and  though  it  ap- 
peareil  an  incongruity,  it  was  preferred  to  losing  the  law  entirely. 
A  sufficient  time  has  since  elapsed  to  show  that  it  was  a  needless 
provision,  and  that  the  militia  may  do  well  enough  without  generals 
and  the  cumbrous  staff  that  is  added  to  them.  As  connected  with 
the  militia,  gentlemen,  I  have  to  observe  to  you  that  a  considerable 
number  of  the  peoj)le  called  Quakers,  have  lately  become  inhabitants 
^nd  that  more  may  be  expected.  The  general  character  of  the 
people  of  that  profession  for  industry,  sobriety,  and  good  morals,  is 
generally  known  and  acknowledged,  and  renders  them  a  valuable 
acquisition  ;  but  their  religious  principles  forbid  them  to  take  arms. 
To  fine  people  principled  against  arms  for  not  attending  musters  es- 
tablished for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  skill  in  the  use  of  them, 
seems  to  be  a  species  of  persecution.  Nevertheless,  it  is  reasonable 
that,  should  they  be  exempted,  they  should  render  something  to  the 
community  in  exchange.  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  would  willingly 
pay  a  small  sum  of  money  annually  for  exemption.     I  recommend 
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it  to  your  coDBideratlun,  aud  it  might  be  lefl  optional  with  them*' 
selves. 

The  proper  officers  will  lay  before  you,  gentlemen,  a  Btate  of  th«  I 
reveoiio  and  of  the  treasury'.  In  the  treasury  ibere  is  nothing,  and  | 
the  revenue  has  uot  been  so  pruduelire  aa  was  contemplated,  Let  i 
it  be  remembered,  gentlemen,  that  that  which  has  been  produced  has  J 
arisen  cliiefly  from  a  high  tax  on  uncultivated  lands  which,  though 
not  much  felt  in  the  Territory,  by  reason  that  bo  great  a  part  of 
those  lands  are  the  property  of  non-residents,  is  greatly  complained 
of  abroad  ;  that  those  lands  ore  daily  and  hourly  going  into  the 
hands  of  reaidcntB,  and  will  Bually  settle  there;  that,  whenever  tbia 
happens,  the  faxes  upon  them,  instead  of  being  a  source  from  which 
money  would  flow  into  the  country,  will  be  found  a  burden  too 
heavj-  to  bo  borne.  Your  attention,  therefore,  can  not  too  soon  be 
turned  to  new  sources  of  revenue.  In  an  infant  country  like  tliis, 
where  much  time,  labor,  and  money  must  necessarily  be  expended 
before  the  people  can  Bubsist  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  comfort, 
and,  where  every  species  ofmovablepro(>erty  is  ttlreaily  taxed  as  high 
as  it  can  well  bear,  and  which  many  of  the  people  find  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  pay,  new  source^  of  revenue  are  indeed  difficult  to  be  found. 
It  is,  however,  a  difficulty  that  must  be  some  time  or  other  en- 
countered, and  the  sooner  it  is  met  the  more  cosy  it  will  be  overcome. 
Monev  must,  however,  bo  long  scarce  with  us,  and  the  utmost  econ- 
omy in  our  exiienses  becomes  nu  indispensable  duty.  Some  pros- 
pects of  advantage  begin  to  open  u{xni  us  fi-om  exportation,  and  if 
it  is  properly  attended  to  it  will  in  time  supply  us.  But  it  is  of  the 
very  first  imi>ortauce  that  the  articles  sent  to  foreign  markets  should 
be  of  tlie  be.st  ipiaJity,  anil  that  the  quality  should  be  ascertained  to 
the  purchaser  by  some  public  stamp  in  which  he  can  place  confidence. 
To  effect  this,  iuspccti()n  laws  are  indisjieusahly  necessary,  and  should 
be  guarded  by  very  strong  sanctions.  The  State  of  New  York  has 
suffered  for  more  than  half  a  century  from  not  having  as  early  as 
some  of  her  neighbors  established  a  rigorous  inspection  of  flour. 

I  am  obliged,  gentlemen,  again  to  mention  the  township  in  Hnm- 
iltou  county  that  was  granted  by  Congress  to  John  Cleves  Symmes 
and  bia  associates,  in  trust,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  therein  an 
academy  and  other  seminaries  of  learning,  and  for  endowing  the 
same.  That  trust  has  not  been  executed;  and,  unless  the  Congress 
use  coercive  means,  it  seems  too  probable  that  it  never  will  be  ex- 
ecuted. The  lauds  also  reserved  for  the  maintenance  of  schools 
and  religion  are  in  the  same  situation  as  they  were  last  year. 
The  most  precise  instructions  on  these  subjecla  ought  to  be  given 
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to  the  delegate,  and  he  should  be  directed  to  bring  them  befime 
C)ongress  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible,  before  the  members  are 
too  much  engaged  in  the  great  business  of  the  nation. 

The  Congress,  gentlemen,  furnish  the  Territory  with  a  certain 
number  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  bv  a  law  of  our  own 
they  are  to  be  sent  to  the  different  counties,  but  no  means  of 
transportation  are  provided ;  private  opportunities  seldom  present 
theipselves,  and  can  not  be  depended  u[x>n.  And  to  send  them  by 
post,  if  the  post  traversed  the  country,  which  they  do  not,  would  be 
very  expensive,  and  no  provi>firin  is  made  if)  defray  it.  It  is,  how- 
ever, imporiant  that  these  laws  should  l>e  in  fi\ery  ry>uuty ;  you 
wiU,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  orjnsider  the  means  of  doing  iL  There 
are,  at  this  time,  a  great  number  of  volumes  in  the  seeretarv-'s  office. 

Be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  reerJlect  that  the  GovenK^r  is  a  branch 
of  the  legislature,  and  that  he  should  have  sufficient  time  to  con- 
sider of  the  laws  to  which  hu  a^f^ent  is  e$i<eutiaL  Your  bills  are 
printed,  that  you  may  Ije  able  the  l>etter  V)  con.'-ider  them.  It  would 
be  a  very  triflin^^  in<msu^  fjfirxijf^w^.  ludi.^,  Vj  order  one  opy  more  fijr 
him :  thev  would  then  not  Ix;  eDtirelv  new  Uj  him  at  the  moment  his 
signature  i<  re<juirerfl.  At  the  }a^t  Mr^^ion.  many  la«'is  w^-re  presented 
on  the  verv  hun  dav.  when  there  was  not  time  even  U^  reaxl  them  :  in 
such  case,  thev  mujjt  either  be  hvjm^  at  a  venture,  or  all  the  time 
and  all  the  money  Fpeut  in  prejjariu::  theiu  mwn  be  tbr^>wn  away. 
I  can  D'.^t  on^nl  Vj  1j*>  pla/.-ed  in  that  Hiuati^»ii  a^'in,  and.  how- 
ever anxioue  you  may  1/e  f<jr  an  adjournment,  unta]  I  have  had  a  rea- 
ftonable  tin^  to  consider  vour  acts,  vou  muft  be  content  to  rtmaln 
in  fies»on. 

I  wiD  not,  gentlemen,  detain  you  l^jnger  at  thii?  time.  Should 
other  marUTE  app^Ar  neoeseary  to  be  communicated  to  you,  they 
wiD  be  the  Fubject  of  <xx3ifrional  mesaage^ :  but  many  t Lingb  for  the 
good  (jf  your  con^tiIuentf ,  that  Lave  not  been  u»uched  upon  by  lue, 
wil]  Hx^'wei-l  them<!ie]vet  Vj  tou.  and  I  hare  <»n]v  to  a«*:ure  vou,  with 
greml  Kuoerity.  that  in  ^\^tj  tUnig  whS'.-h  promise^  to  have  that 
ix  will  be  a  great  happmefi^  to  me  v>  ccM^perate  with  you. 


Reklt  of  the  LDCisLATrrz  CkioifcrL.- 
Sir: — The  LegisbitiTe  O'uncO  experieu'/*  Benaaticms  of  reaJ  pleafr- 


^  JB«Ddiij'.  3fc»veinlier  UO.  1HC»1.  Mr.  <  l».«-v.  ii'-rM-dii,^  !<•  cvrder  taken  Jf 
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■ureal  agaiu  meotiug  your  Excellency  at  this  lime  in  lieoKI 
at  having  the  o]>]xirtuQity  piibliely  to  expresn  liieir  appmbation  ( 
your  re-ap[niintment  lo  the  ini))nrtant  office  of  chief  magiflrale  of!B 
the  Territory,  which  it  has  pleaseil  the  General  Gtivernmeni  to  In^ 
trust  to  your  t^jx-cittl  care. 

The  numerous  services  which  you  have  rendered!,  both  in  the  con^V 
mon  cause  of  our  liberty  and  inde)>endenctr,  an  well  as  iu  your  gov- 
ernmeut  of  the  Territory,  are  sacred  phslges  that  your  adiuinistra- 
tion  will  l>e  fruided  by  a  sincere  desire  tn  promote  the  greatest  pos- 
eilile  hiippincsR  aud  prosperi^'  of  our  infant  country. 

It  is  with  regret  we  view  the  uii])ur)ilU'lL'il  miseries  which  a  long 
aeries  of  wars,  uucommouly  fcrociutis,  have  entailed  upon  a  large 
[iroportion  of  the  civiUu'it  world.  Such  seciieB  of  distress,  while 
tlioy  iiwakeu  our  tendercst  syniiwthy,  can  not  fail  to  eall  forth  our 
warmest  ackimwIedgmeutH  to  an  all-wise  ruling  Providence  for 
the  continuance  of  peace  and  happiness  to  our  poimtry,  under  tie 
wise  and  etjuilablc  administratJou  uf  our  Federal  CiOYcrnmcnt ;  and 
We  trust  that  such  const! tutitiiinl  lucasurei!  will  be  pursued  as  are 
best  caleulated  to  lusun'  a  eontinunnee  of  those  singular  blessings. 

The  inijM>rtin)t  objects  of  legislation,  which  your  Excellency  was 
jih-ased  to  eonimiMiicate  in  your  address  to  Iwth  Houses  at  the 
oi)eniug  of  tlic  present  session,  will  occupy  our  early  aud  attentive 
delilKTutinn  ;  itnd  ho  shiill  Ik-  n-ady  at  iill'iitucs  i..  j^dvc  our  cordial 
assistaTLce  in  the  fynuuliou  and  pu.-si,-f  of  miHi  laws  as  shall  lie 
deenicti  ru-<-cs>iiry  for  t!ic  iiroiiiolion  of  liJip[)Lue.-'s  at  home  and  re- 
(^IKictahilLty  iihroiid. 


Till-:  (!invEit>T)K's  REsro>'SE. 
Mr.  PrcfiiJriil  and  (leiiilfHini  (if  Hie  LrijifJutiee  Council: — The  very 
kind  answer  wliicli  yon  have  now  l«ieii  pleased  to  make  to  my  ad- 
ilress  to  both  lIous(.>s  of  the  h'gi.-'Jnlun'  lias  excited  sentiments  in  my 
breast  that  are  not  easily  expressed,  an<l,  al  best,  I  am  not  good  at 
expression  wiien  I  feel  slroiigly.  The  ilesirc  of  being  useful  was 
impressiHl  upon  me  by  nature,  and  as  in  the  course  of  a  long  life 
many  o|)iiort unities  of  gi-atifying  that  desire  have  presented  theni- 
tclvcs,  I  trust  it  is  now  scuttled  down  into  a  habit.  If,  in  my  past 
conduct  in  public  liic  yon  find  a  pledjie  for  the  future,  permit  me 
to  add  tlie  solemn  assurance  that  I  will  never,  designedly,  deviate 
from  that  line  of  rectitude  which  hitherto  I  have  endeavored  to 
follow. 


For  any  scr 


s  T  may  have  been  happy  enough  to  render,  either 
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in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  independence,  oV  in  the  govemment  of 
the  Territory,  the  favorable  notice  you  have  !x;en  pleai<ed  to  take  of 
them  is  a  most  grateful  remuneration. 

The  satis£M;tion,  gentlemen,  you  expreswS  at  my  having  been  re- 
appointed to  the  high  and  impr>rtaut  office  of  Governor  demauda 
my  warmest  acknowledgment ;  and  I  am  !>ound  by  every  obligation 
of  duty  to  God,  to  the  nation  and  its  g^jvemment,  and  U}  the  [leople 
of  the  Territor}',  that,  s^>  far  as  in  me  lies,  in  the  execution  of  it 
your  just  expectation  shall  not  be  disappointe^L 


Reply  of  tiie  Hou.se  of  REPKE«i:NTATi\T:>r.' 

Sir: — In  c^intrasting  our  situation  with  riiauy  Ciuutri<;s  in  the 
old  world,  we  have  gr«it  n^iL'T^m  v»  thank  that  ^fupn^nie  I>(fiijg,  the 
author  and  jriver  of  all  g'^^1  ''whom  you  ljav<r  Ir-^-u  ]/l<^.-rfrd  to  nriiiind 
us  of  at  ihiri  fir«t  ui^etiu;;  <*f  tlif-  rf.C'ii  i  Gwjrrai  A'^^jjjMv  of  the 
Territory  .  f>r  ihe  hie*-iij;:r  <A'  j**^*-*-  aud  pi<'iity  wlij^h  aitrud-  this 
happy  ountr}' :  nor  can  ^\e  withhold  our  ;rnititud<,-  frviu  the  Gen- 
eral Goverriiiieut  of  our  country  i^.^r  thi-ir  ajjxi'«u*  c  r<r  V)  jir<->erve 
us  frf'm  all  iLe  ^alaruhif-s  wh^li  loave  l^ren  <rxj»*rrk-ijc*.-»i  by  th<,»fNe  un- 
happy c^'Untri^r>  JDvolve*!  in  war. 

The  time  y^u  have  th'»u^Li  pro]»f-r  to  convene  the  General  Xj^ 
sembly,  we  trur?t,  will  W  f -jud,  uj>.»ij  'rxj^erimeut.  t^y  Ix-  a*  c^nveiiient 
as  the  nature  of  our  d'»iije<-:ic  <»<•*-::] taTJ^u-f  would  a/^hirA  «i'.  To  re- 
vise such  of  otir  law^  a-  Uiay  a]»j><ir  fr  •lu  their  '»]»«rraii'ij  to  \m:  de- 
fective: Uj  eu2Lfn  such  law-  in  a/iditi'-n  Uj  ih'j^  a]r«.^dv  uia/ie:  to 
prtjserve  the  jjea/.-^e  of  j^y.-iety  fr  lu  ljein;r  eD<iaD;ierwJ.  aud  to  attend 
the  several  obje<L'U  which  yvu  re^x>mruendf^i  to  the  coni^i deration  of 
both  Hoaxes,  t-^'gi-ther  with  such  others  as  y..»u  may  thiuk  ]>rojjcr  Vj 
communicate,  sliall  re^*eive  our  tiiuelv  and  att>eDtive  C".Hi»jderatJ'»iL 

Although  the  state  of  our  treasury  at  thi*  tiiue  i?-  ii'.»t  a  pleasant 
^'ine,  yet,  we  h«.'jie.  that  when  the  ni'.'uey  ari-iui:  irjm  (yjr  revenue 
law  is  dep'jsitwj.  it  will  enable  us  to  di-^harre  all  the  deinands 
aaainft  the  Terriv,>rr  at  thi*  tiiue-  It  i-^  true.  t-ir.  that  which  Las 
been  pr>dtKied  has  arij^en  chiefly  from  a  tax  ^-d  nncuJtivat^  landfe>.  a 
great  proportion  the  pr.»perty  of  noD-resideut-  :  but  tLeD,  it  mu*n  Ije 
ccAsiderBd  tliat  tb^»^  la^ds.  in  ja-r-ins:  t^'  the  re-ident.  the  n^'D-resi- 

'OUIXIOOTHZ,  Dcc^rn'MT  4'Ji.  1SC»L — A  V .'Zi.'.-yini":-  frvm  'ue  Lc>XH>nLVie 
losisg;  aufw^r  tv  Lit  c.'SiTixUtiiciitii'ii  dt^iv^-red  *:.•  liotb  H'.niHS  of  the  3ec»- 


4 

iment  of  tin 
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(lent  receives  an  additional  value  from   the  improvement"! 
wiuntry  greater  tLan  the  small  amount  they  have  been  called  upon 
to  coutribute  tu  the  supjwrt  of  our  government. 

To  examiuc  our  soiireea  of  revenue,  and  U}  endeavor  to  make  the 
taxes  that  may  be  neceEt<ary  as  equal  as  the  nature  of  our  infant 
country  will  admit,  ehall  receive  our  early  attention. 


Reply  of  the  Governor. 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Genttemfn  of  the  Houk  of  RepTfienUit'n)^ : — I  re- 
ceived your  answer  to  my  address  to  both  Houses  with  great  satis- 
faction. Devout  acknowledgments  to  God  are  at  all  times  the  duty 
of  dependent  creatures;  but  highly  favored  as  wc  have  been  in  this 
happy  countrj',  they  are  our  duty  in  a  very  jiarticular  manner. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find,  gentlemen,  that  the  time  appointed 
for  your  meeting  has  your  approbation.  It  was  dictated  by  a  desire 
that  your  attendance  on  the  public  bu«ne«a  might  coincide  as  much 
as  posfihle  with  your  private  conveuience, 

I  wish,  gentlemen,  that  I  could  join  nith  you  in  the  hopes  that 
"  when  the  money  arising  from  our  revenue  law  ia  deposited,  it  will 
enable  us  to  discharge  all  the  demands  against  the  Territory  at  this 
time."  It  is  very  imjxirlant  that  we  should  not  deceive  ourselves  as 
to  the  state  of  our  funds,  and  to  that  end  I  have  thought  it  a  duty 
incumbent  on  me  to  present  you  with  a  concise  view  of  them. 

Bills  of  credit  were  issued  by  the  late  Auditor,  to  wit; 

a.'i.'idof  five  dollars  eacli $U,2.W 

1,340  of  one  dollar  eiich 1.340 

$12,590 

By  the  present  Auditor  i 

3,036  of  five  dollars  each $15,180 

713  of  on©  dollar  each 713 

$13,893 

Making  in  the  whole $;;8,483 

Of  these  (here  have  been  redeemed 19,688 

Leaving  still  outstanding $8,795 

More  bills  were  issued  by  the  former  Auditor,  but  without  checks. 

The  amount  of  them  has  not  been  yet  ascertained,  but  supposed  to 

be  about  one  thousand  dollars. 
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II  appears  from  the  Auditor's  statement  to  the  House,  that  the 

amount  of  the  assessed  taxes  is $29,077 

And  that  the  appropriations  amount  to 14,096 

Leaving  an  excess  in  the  Treasury,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  col- 
lectors, of. $14,981 

But  the  Auditor  has  informed  you  that  on  account 
of  double  entries  in  the  military  district  alone,  a 
deduction  must  be  made  from  that  sum  of. $4,387 

And  from  the  same  cause  in  other  districts  at  least...     2,000 

$6,387 

Balance  in  favor  of  tLo  Territory $8,594 

But  from  that  sum  must  also  be  deducted  the  amount 
of  the  taxes  in  the  county  of  Trumbull,  the  collec- 
tion of  which  will  probably  be  postponed,  amount- 
ing to $3,218 

And  expense  of  collection 2,000 

$5,218 

Leavmg  only  for  all  demands  for  this  year $3,376 

And  from  that  must  also,  probably,  be  deducted  the  amounts 
of  the  taxes  that  have  been  laid  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  sold  at  the  public  sales  and  since,  because  they  did 
not  become  the  property  of  individuals  until  long  after  the 
taxes  for  this  year  were  laid.  But,  without  taking  them 
into  the  account  when  the  outstanding  bills  of  credit  are 
taken  in,  viz $8,795 


Balance  against  the  Territory $5,419 

The  Territory  is  in  debt  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  nineteen 
dollars  beyond  the  whole  revenue  for  the  present  year. 

This  is,  indeed,  gentlemen,  not  a  pleasant  view,  but  it  is  necessary 
that  our  true  situation  may  be  known,  and  from  thence  it  is  evident 
that  a  new  emission  of  bills  of  credit  must  be  made,  even  to  dis- 
charge the  expenses  of  the  present  session.  A  wretched  expedient, 
it  is  true,  because  the  bills  suffer  a  depreciation  in  the  hands  they 
pass  through,  and  the  public  pay  the  full  interest ;  but  it  seems  to 
be  the  only  expedient  to  which  you  can  resort : 

For  the  early  and  attentive  consideration  you  are  pleased  to  say 
will  be  given  to  the  matters  that  have  been  recommended  to  you,  I 
pray  you  to  accept  my  thanks,  and  the  reiterated  assurance  of  my 
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readiness  to  concur  with  you  in  every  tiling  that  esc  pnwot 
welfare  ami  liappinesB  of  your  couNtituents.' 


'  Extracts  from  thb  Official  PROciErii>oa  ow  tbe  Houss  or 

Bs  FH  KS  R  M  T  ATI  VEB. 

TuMPAY,  November  24(A,  1801.    I 

TliP  House,  nocording  to  the  order  of  the  daj-.  procpsded  by  ballot  tl 

choose  their  Speaker,  and,  upou  eiHminfitloii  uf  Iho  ballots,  it  WB»  found 

Ihnt  Kdward  Tiffir\,  Esq.,  was  unaniinoiiBly  ebojien,  who,  nccordingly,  took 

hU  aeut  in  the  cbuir. 

The  UouEfi  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  other  officers,  vrith  the  follow- 
ing result:  _ 
CifrA— John  Reily,  ■ 
Vi'ir-Kecprr—'Eiiwnni  Sherlock,  ■ 
HcterB.  Cutler  god  Hiniberijr  were  appointed  a  oommittei!  to  notify  tb« 
Leginktive  Council  tbnt  thu  llotisc  wm  ready  to  proceed  to  busineEs. 

The  Hou»e  appointed  by  ballot  the  following  members  no  a  Com 011111% 
on  Privileges  and  Electionn :  Mr.  Dnrlington,  Mr.  'Worthington,  Mr.  Kini- 
bcrly,  Mr.  Whitii,  and  Mr.  Dunldvy. 

Ordered — That  n  i^tnnding  committue  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  bo 
appointed,  and  that  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Putusm,  Mr. Cutler,  Mr.  Schieffelin,  and 
Mr.  Morrow,  be  said  eoinmillee. 

Ordered — That  a  standing  committee  on  Claims  be  appointed,  and  that 
Mr.  Culler,  Mr.  Miller,  and  Mr.  Darlington  be  the  said  committee. 

Two  other  mciiihors,  t.j-wit:  from  the  county  of  Jefferson,  John  Milligan 
and  ThiiiiiiH  M.riiiii',  appeiirrd,  and  huvliiy  suvorally  taken  and  suhseribe<l 
the  oiilli  nf  lidc'lil y  to  the  United  Slutes,  took  their  scats  in  the  House, 
And  thi'ii  Ihi'  llnu-^c  adjourned  until  to 
II'. ./". "/';,«,  X>'i-.  -2:11/1.— A  me-^sage  from 
6tcit.>liiiy. 

M,-.  .S/.e>i/.T:—1'h<i  foiincn  liiive  nppoii.fed  a  committee  on  their  pari, 
jointly  "ith  suili  Ciminiitlfi'  as  luay  U:  :ippoiiilt;'.  on  the  part  of  the  IJousv, 
to  wall  ,.11  the  (lovcTiior  and  inform  him  that  :'.  quorum  of  the  two  Houses 
U  «s-i.ml.lra  aiui  ruady  to  r<.-eeive  any  tumiiumication  he  may  think  proper 
to  io:,k.a.>th.'in. 

il  r.  I'liiiu:  and  Mr.  Putnam  were  appointed  such  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Paine,  from  the  joint  coijimiKco  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governor, 
ropirtcd  that  the  coniniitteo  liad,  aefc)rding  to  order,  performed  that  serrice, 
and  that  the  Governor  eignilicd  to  them  that  he  would  make  a  eommunica- 
lion  to  both  Houses  to-morrow,  at  U  o'clock,  in  the  Representatives' chamber. 
Mr.  Itt'i'dor  was  appointed  to  iiet]uaint  the  Council  that  the  House  had  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  White  and  Morrow  a  committee  on  tbe  part  of  the  House  to 
prepare  joint  rulus. 

Tbu  speaker  laid  before  the  House  papers  from  sundry  citizens  of  'Wayno 
county,  alleging  the  improper  eluelion  of  George  McDougall  and  Jonathan 
Schieffclin,  the  sitting  members. 

Thursday,  Nov.  2<itli. — Nathaniel  Masaie  appeared   from  the  county  of 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  Dudley  Woodbridge. 

Chtllicothe,  December  24, 1801. 
Sir : — The  bill  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last,  declaring  the  assent 
of  the  Territory  to  an  alteration  of  the  State  boundaries,  is  passed, 

Adams  and  Elias  Langhnm  from  the  county  of  Ross,  and,  after  taking  the 
oath,  were  admitted  to  seats. 

A  petition  from  Nathan  Ellies,  collector  of  the  territorial  taxes  due  from 
the  citizens  of  Adams  county  for  1800,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  to  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  the  ten  per  cent,  interest  duo 
on  said  taxes.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Worthington,  Massie  and  Cutler,  was 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  levying  a  territorial  tax  on  lands. 

The  Council  attended  and  took  seats  in  the  House,  when  both  Houses  being 
assembled,  the  Governor  came  into  the  Representatives'  chamber,  and  ad- 
dressed them  as  follows.     [Address  given  above.] 

Friday^  Nov.27tk. — A  petition  from  Hamilton  county  was  presented,  pray- 
ing for  an  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  magistrates. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Washington  county,  sug- 
gesting the  great  inconvenience  attendant  on  the  consumption  of  goods  of 
foreign  manufacture,  and  prayini;  for  such  measures  to  bo  adopted  by  tho 
General  Assembly  as  will  effectually  encourage  and  promote  domestic  man- 
ufacturers.    Referred  to  tho  Committee  on  Propositions  and  (iricvances. 

Reports  from  the  State  Treasurer  and  Auditor  were  received  and  read. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wayne  county  was  read^ 
suggesting  many  grievances  under  which  they  labor  from  th<Mr  local  situa- 
tion, and  praj'ing  that  the  same  may  be  remedied,  toj^ether  with  tho  ext<Mi- 
sion  of  the  magistrates'  jurisdiction  under  certain  restrictions.  Also,  for 
repeal  of  certain  laws  of  tlie  Territory,  and  that  copies  of  all  might  bo 
printed  in  the  French  language. 

Monday,  Nov.  30M. — A  message  was  received  from  the  Council,  advising 
of  the  passage  of  a  resolution  asking  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  day  for 
public  thanksgiving,  and  on  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  same,  tho 
yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  fnllow-s: 

Vcas — Cutler,  Darlington,  Joucaire,  Kimberly,  Miller,  Milligan,  Morrow, 
Paine,  Langham,  Ludlow,  McCune,  M'Doui^all,  Piitnatn,  Iteeder,  Hchieffelin, 
and  Worthington.     I^ays — Dunlavy,  Massie,  and  White. 

Thursday^  Dee.  \st. — Another  member,  Joiin  Smith,  of  Hamilton  county, 
appeared,  was  sworn,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Cutler  and  Mr.  Dunlavy  were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  ii 
bill  to  establish  a  university  in  the  town  of  Athi'iis. 

The  Committee  on  Elections  reported  in  favor  of  tho  sitting  mombors  from 
Wayne  county,  Mr  Schieffelin  and  Mr.  McDougall.* 


(1)  Laws  Passed— 1  KOI -2. 

1.  Declaring  the  assent  of  the  Territory  north- wefit  of  tho  rivor  Ohio  to  nn  iillera* 
tion  in  the  Ordinance  for  the  government  thereof.    {Approved  December  f/.J 

2.  For  the  partition  of  real  estate.     [Ap.  Uecembrr  f.l] 
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and  goes  od  to  Mr.  Fenring  by  this  post,  ti>  be  lalii  bcf>ro  CoDgrcss. 
You  can  not  imagine  the  agitation  it  han  created  amongst  the 

Other  procw-dinga  of  int^reat  in  the  ODDersl  Aaseinbl;  were:  the  pai>Bg» 
of  bills  for  ulmnging  the  taat  of  gorernmotit  from  ('hillicothe  to  Cincinnati 
ind  '■  Declnrinjj  tha  attcnt  of  ths  Territory  nortb-wcst  of  tlie  Biver  Ohio  ta 
■n  iillor«tlon  in  tho  Ordinance  for  the  gtrvuTiimcnt  thereof"  and  instruelion* 
to  Fnul  Fearing,  delegRte  in  Congress,  relntlve  lo  tlit>  tiinnghip  for  educa- 
tioniil  purposes  in  the  purphiwo  of  John  Cbvcs  Symmia. 

Tho  vdiG  iin  tho  bills  vol  unanimoiu  in  the  Lpgialatire  Council;  in  the 
Bau*e,  »«  follow*; 

F'lr  removing  the  lest  of  governtnont  from  Ctiillicotbo  to  Cincinnati: 
Jy«*— Cutler,  Dunlavy,  Juocairo,  LudluW,  MuDougnll,  Miller,  Futnain, 
Reeder,  SchielTeliii,  Smith,  and  White— 12.  Kagi — Darlington,  Eimberly. 
lAngliHrn,  McCuno,  lUaFsio,  Millignn,  Paine,  and  Worlhington — 3. 

On  tlio  bill  rdnlire  to  a  [nndiScMtJon  of  the  Ordinanre  for  a  dirision  of 
tbo  Territury,  as  follows:   VeoB — Cutler,  Joucairp.  Kimberly,  Ludlow,  Me- 

t.  Tn  reiRDve  the  aaat  ol  gavcraBieDt  and  flx  tho  same  at  Cincinnati.  [Ap.  Jam- 
uaty  I.  I*».l 

<.  Allowing  f-ODipi.>nBaliiin  lo  morobers  of  the  General  Asuombly,  toother  with 
IbB  TreaiiDrcr  and  Auilltor  ol  the  Territory.    [Ap.  Janmirv  l.j 

B.  PcBnlng  and  rcfulfttlng  the  (iiilips  of  Ihe  Bpcnipiry  of  Iho  Teirilory.     [Jp.  J<m- 

e.  f>rov[d[nE  for  the  appointment  of  guardiunt  to  lunatics  and  otheti.     \Ap.  Joa- 

7.  ProvldlnB  tnr  the  execution  of  renl  contracts 

atecl.    Mp.  J«Mnari/;'.J 

0.  ToeneoumRc  thv  kllllnant  wolves  and  panthers,    tAp.  .fnntiori/S.] 
la  For  ilic  <lli>trl1iutlon  of  iiisolrcnl  exUilei.    [Ap.  January  Is.] 

11.  Conicrnliia  twdimony.    [Ap.  Jamuiry  13.] 

12.  To  csWlilishBUd  regulate  lownshli- meetlnEs.    [.<p.  JnnHarj- W.] 

13.  Allowiiii;  nnd  n'Rulalln^  writs  of  attacliment,    [Ap.  January  m.] 

14.  RcqulrinB  pnblic  offlcpra  to  give  bond  In  certain  eases.     [Ap.  January  ».] 

15.  Rcgulnting  executions.    [Ap.Jnntiitrp  Si.] 

18.  Tc  amend  lilt  ael  enlltlcd,  "  An  act  fur  opening  and  resulatlng  public  high- 
WayB.    [Jp.  JuBHarj^JW.] 

1".  Providing  (or  the  uefcnowledgmcnt  and  recording  of  deeds  In  certain  cases. 
[Ap-JniuarBSO.] 

18.  Providing  for  the  eueonrngcnienl  of  tbe  breed  of  Iiorscs.    [Ap.  January  w.i 

19.  PniTldinj;  for  llie  recovery  of  tnoney  sucfureii  by  morlgagc.    [Ap.  Jnimary  to.] 

20.  To  repeal  in  purl  the  act  entitle"!,  "  An  act  to  ascertain  and  defray  tho  IravclinR 
expenses  of  the  Judges  of  the  gencml  court,  and  for  <iiBpi)»liig  of  the  fees  horcin- 
bofore  allowed  Ibuin  bylaw."    [.ip,  JanunryW.] 

2t.  Siipplcmentary  tn  the  nel  endllcl,  "An  act  to  amend  the  ael  entitled  '  An  act  for 
allowing  compensation  to  the  Atliirncy.Genoral  of  tlic  Territory  and  to  tho  persuna 
proaecnllng  tho  plena  in  behalf  of  Ibc  Territory  In  Iho  several  counties.'  "  [.tp 
January  ai.] 

22.  For  the  nsslBnmunt  of  bail  bonds.    [Ap.  Jatiuarn  •}.] 

23.  Tn  amend  the  militia  luw.    [.Ip.  Jniinar.v  iJ.\ 

2).  Regulating  the  fi-ea  -if  civil  ntUcera  anil  fr.r  other  purposes.    [Ap.  Jnaunrj,  jj.) 
25.  Levying  a  tax  on  land  for  the  year  ISOSand  for  other  purposes.  [Ap.  Jannarj,  is.] 
20.  Approprlatl nit  moneys  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  (from  this  Tcrrilorj. 
and  making  appruprialinns  for  l^o;.    [Approrcd  Janaarj,  25.J 
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pie  here ;  and  a  petition  to  Congress  against  the  measure  has  been 

Dougall,  Miller,  Paine,  Putnam,  Reeder,  Schieffelin,  Smith,  and  White. 
Nays — Darlington,  Dunlavy,  Langham,  McCune,  Massie,  Milligan,  Morrow, 
and  Worthington. 

Subsequently  Messrs.  Tiffin,  "Worthington,  and  Langham,  of  Ross  county^ 
Darlington  and  Massie,  of  Adams  county,  and  Dunluvy  and  Morrow,  of 
Hamilton  county,  united  in  a  protest  against  thcHict  for  dividing  the  Terri- 
tory.    [For  an  account  of  this  contest,  see  Vol.  I.,  p.  224.] 

Instructions  to  Paul  Fearing. 

Whereas,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  letters  patent,  bearing 
date  the  30th  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  5th  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  made  conformable  to  an  Ordinance  of  the  2d 
of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  granted  to  John 
Clevea  Symmes  and  his  associates,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  one  com- 
plete township  of  six  miles  square  of  land,  to  be  holden  by  the  said  John 
Cleves  Symmes  and  his  associates,  in  trust  to  and  for  the  sole  and  exclusive 
intent  and  purpose  of  erecting  and  e.stabli>hing  therein  an  academy  and 
other  public  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  for  endowing  and 
supporting  the  same,  to  be  located  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory,  as  near  to  the  center  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  letters  patent 
described  as  might  be.  Yet,  by  reason  of  the  said  John  C.  Symmes  having 
alienated  thirty-one  sections  of  the  aforesaid  township,  most  and  perhaps  the 
whole  of  the  sales  whereof  took  place  before  he  received  his  patent,  and 
there  now  remains  of  the  same  township  only  the  three  sections  following, 
viz.:  numbers  eight,  eleven,  and  twenty-six,  the  benefits  contemplated  to  re- 
sult from  the  aforesaid  trust  must  inevitably  be  lost  unless  prompt  measures 
bo  taken  for  securing  the  same;  therefore — 

Resolved^  by  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  in 
General  Assembly,  that  Paul  Fearing,  Esq.,  delegated  to  represent  this  Ter- 
ritory in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  instructed  to  use  his  endeav- 
ors to  procure  an  act  of  Congress,  to  be  passed  at  the  present  session,  vest- 
ing in  certain  trustees  and  their  successors,  resident  within  the  grant  of  land 
made  to  John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  described  in  the  letters  patent  aforesaid, 
lots,  to  wit,  numbers  eight,  eleven,  and  twenty-six,  in  the  third  township, 
east  of  the  Great  Miami  River,  and  first  entire  range  of  the  grant  aforesaid, 
to  bo  holden  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  in  trust  to  and  for  the 
sole  use,  intent,  and  purpose  of  establishing  an  academy  and  endowing  and 
supporting  the  same,  whose  conduct  and  mode  of  succession  shall  be  subject 
to  the  control  and  direction  of  the  legislature  of  the  Territory,  and  of  the 
State  in  which  the  same  tract  of  countrv  mav  be  hereafter  inckided;  and, 
that  the  said  Paul  Fearing  be  also  instructed,  if  practicable,  to  obtain  a 
grant  of  thirty-three  sections  of  land  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  Great 
Miami  River  of  the  Ohio,  and  east  of  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the 
mouth  of  the  aforesaid  Miami  River,  or  thirtv-three  sections  of  the  land  re- 
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funned  by  a  commiltee  of  this  town,  prajiuje;  that  Congress  may  not 

Berved  for  Ihe  futuro  dinptaUion  of  Coogrtw.  in  Iho  grunt  of  land  patented 
to  Jithn  C.Sj'nimeg.  or  any  otbur  thirty-thrnR  apctluna  at  tho  properly  of  the 
Uniteil  Stales,  north  of  thu  trHct  of  luiiil  pHtontvU  ti»  iifurcseiil,  and  east  uf 
the  GrORt  MiHmi  Klvsr,  a»  contigtious  to  cnch  other  at  mi^f  be,  to  and  for  ■ 
the  Ufvf,  intents,  and  purpusus  HrnrniHiil,  anil  !n  Hdu  uf  tlicne  alienated  hy  1 
thv  fuid  Jobn  Clevcs  SymmiM.  And.  further,  if  Ihfl  mid  Paul  Fearing  Kua 
not  ttfci't  the  purpose  aforcunid,  lliat  ho  iiau  hI]  li'gal  nrnnns  in  hh  power  to 
hnve  ><iich  meaaiirei  taken  as  will  compel  the  raid  John  Cleves  Sjirnnei  tc> 
make  guod  the  trti«t  ufuresaid,  «r  render  an  H|uivalent  for  tbo  tame,  to  bo 
appropriated  agreeably  to  the  snmu  ato  and  intent  of  the  originiil  donation. 

Ant],  nheroBii,  by  earlaln  laws  and  ordlnanL-e«  of  thu  CongreM  of  tbii 
United  titatci.  the  fcvaml  lota,  numbvr  tixtwn,  in  caeh  tnvmihip,  contained 
iu  a  Irntt  of  land  granted  by  th*  Congresn  iif  thn  Uniwid  Btatca  tc  Jobn 
Clovts  Symines  and  liin  aMOoialM  within  this  Tt'rritt'ry,  have  boon  nppro- 
priatnd  to  Iho  RUpport  and  main  ton  an  co  of  publiu  sebools  and  eeniinaries  of 
leorniug  within  the  eaid  loffnsbi|ui,  nnd  lota  Mumtwr  twanty-nino  in  e«ch 
township  within  tlie  tract  oforwuid.  hav«  been  uppropriatml  for  tb«  pur- 
poses of  religion,  and  have  been  speelally  rMcrvtiJ  to  thu  United  fitatiia  for 
the  several  and  rcspocUTB  purpoeea  aforfuaid,  and  from  the  adranced  ataga 
of  population  within  tbe  grant  aforeiaid,  it  is  highly  inl«reitlng  to  the  oon- 
munily  that  the  aforesaid  lota  be  put  into  improTement ;  tberafore — 

Jlfnolrci/,  That  the  said  Paul  Fearing.  Esq.,  bo  instrueted  to  use  hit  en- 
deiivoi'i^  li>  proeiirc  an  act  of  Congrci^a  to  be  passed,  aiititorizing  tbe  President 
of  llie  United  Slates,  by  leltfra  patent,  to  grant  and  convey  unto  the  legis- 
lature ,.f  tills  Ti;rriti.r,V  Ibo  iiforraiij  several  hits  within  Ibi:  grant  nforcsaid, 
in  tru-t,  1,1  :iTid  for  no  otli.^r  U'.'i.  intents,  .iiid  [lurpiise",  than  those  for  which 
tho  siiid  li.t^  liiivf  been  ri-^p.-.-tiv.:ly  iipprnp Hated. 

And  ivbcrai^  the  Cciii^nss  "f  the  United  Ktatcs  have  promised  that  the 
section  MiiiiiberMxli'i.n  in  e:ii-h  tnwnsbip  tbrnui;liont  the  Territory  should 
bi:  granted  fnr  tbi'  support  of  schools,  and  number  twenty-nine  for  tbe  pui^ 

SeMjh'i/,  Tliefefore,  thnt  the  said  Piiul  Fearing.  Ksq.,  bo  instrueted  to  use 
his  endeavors  in  proeuring  a  law  tu  be  piissud,  vesting  in  tho  legislature  of 
the  Territory  the  lots  numbers  sixteen  nnd  twenty-nine  of  every  township 
which  has  been  tind  also  in  thoKc  which  maybe  sold  to  individuulii,  or  in 
case  the  lots  nforesaid,  or  either  of  them,  be  already  sold  by  the  United 
States,  tiiat  others  may  bo  granted  in  their  stead,  to  and  for  the  uses  aud 
purines  for  which  those  lots  were  originally  promised.  < 

And  whereas,  doubts  have  iirisoii,  since  the  division  of  the  North-weslorn 
Territory,  tvliethiT  the  island  of  Miehitimsekinue,  nnd  the  settlements  ad. 
jareiit  tli,T.'l.>,  fall  into  the  Sorlh-weatcrn  or  Indian  Territorj-,  to  prevent 
any  di>|intii  wliiuli  mny  nrise  on  tho  subject — 

Hrnolrn/,  Tliiit  Paul  Fciiring,  Esq.,  be  instructed  to  nso  Ins  endenvc)rs  to 
have  a  hiw  pnssed,  during  tbe  present  session  of  Congress,  supplemental  !■> 
the  act  dividing  the  North-western  Territory  into  two  se pa nila  government-, 
dei'liirioi;  tlie  said  island  and  its  iidjnecnt  settlements  to  be  in  and  under  Ibu 
jorisdictiun  of  tho  North-western  Terriiory ;  to  use  bis  endeavors  to  have  » 
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consent  to  it,  is  in  circulation  for  subscriptions,  and  agents  have 
been  sent  into  every  part  to  give  assistance  ;  and,  I  doubt  not,  they 
are,  or  will  be,  in  your  county  also.  Mr.  Worthington  and  Mr. 
Baldwin  are  appointed  to  go  to  Washington  to  advocate  the  petition 
in  person.  In  the  petition,  the  measure,  is  modestly  styled,  **J.  c^yn- 
spiracy  of  the  representatives  of  the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  the  Territory 
to  ruin  Hie  middle  part.^' 

While  the  bill  was  pending  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
it  was  discovered  that  much  would  depend  upon  the  vote  of  Trum- 
bull county,  I  took  occasion  to  converse  with  Mr.  Tod,  who  is  here, 
upon  the  subject,  and  represented  it  at  first  as  it  really  is,  as  nothing 
more  than  a  declaration  that  should  Congress  think  fit  to  change 
the  boundaries  the  Territory  consents  to  it,  and  finding  that  he  did 
not  think  it  an  improper  measure,  but  rather  seemed  to  strike  him 

law  passed  authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  with  power  to 
adjust  and  settle  the  claims  to  lands  laying  in  the  county  of  "Wayne,  and 
also,  if  possible,  to  procure  a  donation  of  one  or  more  townships  of  land  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Detroit,  for  the  encouragement  of  education  and  sup- 
port of  religion  in  that  part  of  the  Territory  bordering  on  the  lakes,  and 
also  a  further  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles  to  lands  lying  within  and 
bordering  on  the  said  county. 

And  whereas,  the  inhabitants  of  Wayne  county  living  in  the  town  of  De- 
troit have,  time  out  of  mind,  enjoyed  a  small  piece  of  land  adjacent  to  this 
town  as  a  public  common  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  until  partially  dis- 
possessed by  military  authority;  therefore — 

Resolved,  That  Paul  Fearing,  Esq.,  bo  further  instructed  to  use  his  en- 
deavors to  have  the  fee  of  the  said  common  confirmed  by  the  United  States 
to  the  inhabitants  aforesaid;  and  that  the  said  Paul  Fearing  be  further  in- 
structed to  use  his  endeavors  to  have  that  part  of  the  Ordinance  for  the 
government  of  this  Territory  which  gives  the  Governor  a  positive  neu;ative 
on  all  laws  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Kepresentatives, 
to  be  so  altered  that  the  same  mode  mav  be  prescribed  bv  the  legislature  of 
this  Territory  on  the  passage  of  laws  as  is  prescribed  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

And  whereas,  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  what  construction  ought  to 
be  put  upon  that  part  of  the  Ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  North- 
western Territory  which  relates  to  the  dividing  of  counties,  and  fixing  the 
seats  of  justice  within  the  same — 

Resolved^  That  Paul  Fearing,  Esq.,  be  instructed  to  use  his  endeavors  to 
have  that  part  of  the  Ordinance  so  explained,  by  a  declaratory  act  of  Con- 
gress, that  no  doubt  shall  remain. 

And  also,  that  the  said  Paul  Fearing,  Esq.,  be  further  instructed  to  use  bis 
endeavors  to  get  the  said  Ordinance  so  altered  as  to  allow  the  right  of  vot- 
ing for  representatives  to  the  legeslaturo  of  this  Territory  to  all  free  male 
citizens  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upward,  who  have  resided  one 
year  in  the  Territory,  and  have  paid  a  territorial  or  county  tax. 
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favorably,  I  ventured  to  open  to  him  my  opioion  that,  sbould  Con- 
grcBs  Loiue  into  it,  many  advantages  would  flow  to  the  upper  eai!l«m 
ilivisiim  from  an  iuiinedinto  formation  of  two  tumjiurary  govem- 
monU  l>y  proposed  lince.  One  of  those  ndvitntages  was  obvious. 
The  counties  of  AVashiugtoo  aud  Trumbull,  being  settled  entirely  by 
the  people  from  the  eastivjird,  who  had  been  accui?tomed  to  livi 
under  laws  nearly  similar,  and  whiwe  niamuTi*  and  habiti«  were  the 
e&me,  as  they  would  forever  have  the  prepondemncy  over  the.  other 
parl£  of  that  district,  it  would  be  in  tlieir  power  to  introduce  thocie 
laws  nnd  customs,  and  fix  them  ho  ns  they  pould  never  be  over- 
tlirown,  ami,  of  course,  to  hasten  the  ptjpulation  of  those  two  coun- 
ties particularly.  I  could  easily  see  that  it  made  a  senpiblc  imprra- 
eion  u]^>on  him,  aud,  therefore,  dropped  the  subject,  and  left  the  hint 
I  had  given  to  work  for  itself  in  his  mind. 

Since  the  appointment  of  the  agenttt  bofore-mentioned,  some  of 
the  memljers  who  were  friendly  tu  the  mtMisure,  had  a  cod- 
sultation  on  the  means  proper  to  counteract  them,  the  result  of 
which  nas  that  other  ageuta  should  be  appointed,  and  a  counter 
petition  was  talked  of,  but  nothing  was  dctiuite  on  that  subject,  as 
doubts  were  entertained  that  it  might  not  be  attended  with  success, 
aud  if  so,  it  would  operate  unfavorably :  but,  as  Mr.  Burnet  was 
going  to  Cincinnati,  and  Mr.  Smith,  a  leading  member,  in  corapauv 
Willi  him,  it  «us  ]cl\  to  liim  to  -.u-t  ac.-nrdiiig  t-i  CLrcum^tilu«'f.  If 
Mr.  Smith  cuterii  into  il.it  will  ir->  di>ttn  al(iin».t  uuiver-allv  in  Ham- 
ilton ciuuty.  Hut  it  Will  airrce,!  tli:.t  Jlr,  Mc:Mi!Inn  sliould,  if  he 
ciiuld  be-  prevailed  hihiu,  lie  M-nt  from  t!i;it  part  of  the  country. 
Since  the  bill  lui--  iMii-i-eil,  nimimiliii;;  iiiioii  the  Mihject,  it  appeared 
to  me  that  itiiould  l>e  very  useful  lliat  another  gentlemiin  jfjinuld 
bo  sent  from  the  ujiikt  part  of  the  couutrx ,  iiiid  I  t!ious;]it  tjiat  Mr. 
Tod  iu)uld  in-  pleased  wilJi  it.  and,  in  a  conver-ation  I  had  ^\il]i  liim 
this  morning,  I  propo-cd  it  to  liiin.  Though  it  would  tie  incon- 
venient to  him,  he  rlid  nut  know  thai  he  eould  .'-pare  the  time,  but  he 
puppopcd  fumie  gentleman  from  Manett:i  nuuld  be  thought  of.  The 
result  of  thi-t  coiiver-aliim  I  coinnmiiieated  to  your  delegates,  nnil 
it  seemed  to  be  their  "piuion  that,  n*  .Mr.  Fearing  was  alreadv  af 
Wa.-hinu'ton.  it  wouhl  be  m..re  pmin-r  tlial  anoih.  r  sliould  go  fn)m 
Trumbiill  other  tlian  that  ],hi.T.  imd  tlial  Mr,  Tod  would,  i>erhap«, 
an-Her  a-  well  as  any  tliat  would  be  thou-lit  of.  Tlieir  opinion 
coim'idid  pel feclly  with  mine,  and  I  further  oh-erved  to  them  that 
hi"?  polilieal  [irineiples  would,  in  the  jire-ent  ca-e,  render  liim  more 
useful  than  some  olliers,  or  than  ho  ollienvise  could  Iw.  There  was 
one  difficulty  iu  tjie  way,  which  I  observed  to  Mr.  Tod — the  nncer- 
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tainty  ot  being  able  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  indemnify 
any  gentleman  that  might  be  sent.  He  thought  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  that ;  he  did  not  suppose  that  it  would  require  more 
than  three  hundred  dollars,  and  if  one  hundred  and  fifty  could  be 
made  up  in  Washington,  he  was  sure  the  like  sum  could  easily  be 
raised  in  Trumbull,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Putnam  and  Mr. 
Cutler  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  it.  But  I  suppose  they 
both  write  by  this  mail. 

After  Mr.  Burnet  had  left  us,  and,  casting  the  subject  of  a  peti- 
tion in  my  mind,  it  appeared  to  me  that  one  might  be  framed  which, 
if  signed  by  the  principal  people  in  the  upper  and  lower  part  of  the 
country  —  by  people  who  are  somewhat  known  abroad — it  might 
answer  all  the  purpose  of  sending  round  the  country  for  subscrip- 
tions, and  I  inclose  you  the  sketch  of  one,  which  I  have  also  com- 
municated to  your  representatives.  It  met  their  approbation,  and  I 
believe  they  have  sent  some  copies  to  two  or  three  places  in  your 
county.  It  is  a  sketch  only,  and  should  the  matter  of  it  be  ap- 
proved, it  may  Ikj  modified  in  any  manner  that  shall  be  thought 
most  conducive  to  the  end  proposed.  But  I  must  again  take  the 
liberty  to  mention  that  all  this  is  in  confidence,  though  I  am  certain 
it  is  an  unnecessary  caution.  At  any  rate,  the  petition  must  not 
appear  in  my  handwriting. 


GovERxoK  St.  Clair  to  Paul  Fearing. 

CiiiLLicoTiiE,  December  25,  1801. 

Sir : — I  wrote  to  you  two  or  three  posts  ago,  that  a  bill  would 
pass  the  legislature,  declaring  the  assent  <jf  the  Territory  to  a  change 
in  the  Ordhiance  for  the  government  of  it,  so  far  as  respects*  the 
boundaries  of  the  States  to  be  erected  therein  at  a  i'uture  day.  That 
bill  has  been  enacted  into  a  law,  and  a  copy  of  it,  together  witli  a 
resolution  of  both  Houses  relative  thereto,  are  inclosed  in  my  ])uhlio 
letter  of  this  day.  This  measure  has  produced  considerable  agit4ition 
in  this  place.  A  committee  was  immediately  ap|)ointed,  a  p(*-tition 
framed,  and  agents  sent  with  it  into  every  j)art  of  the  conn  ties  of 
Ross  and  Adams,  and,  I  believe,  into  most  parts  of  the  Territ(jry,  to 
procure  subscriptions. 

The  petition  inveighs  bitterly  against  the  law,  and  goes  ho  far  art 
to  call  it  a  conspiracy  of  the  representatives  of  the  upper  and  lower 
parts  of  the  Territory  to  ruin  the  midd  part.  You  know  very  well 
how  easy  it  is  amongst  such  an  uninformed  multitude  as  Ih  the  bidk 
of  our  people  to  obtain  subscriptions  to  any  thing  that  appears  in  tho 
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sliape  of  a  petition ;  hut  meana  will  be  l«id  hoUl  iif  on  tills  occasion  to 
engage  them  ou  its  side.  It  has  be«n  represented  as  the  effects  of  a 
conspiracy,  as  I  have  nientioued,  and  as  a  scheme  of  the  Governor 
to  retard  the  entering  into  a  State  government,  and  to  that  end,  to 
briDg  about  a  division  of  the  country  into  two  temjwrary  govern- 
ments. Though  I  never  saw  llie  hill  till  it  came  to  me  from  the 
legi,''Uiture,  I  had  heard  of  it  and  heartily  approved  it,  and,  should  it 
be  the  means  of  bringing  about  such  a  division,  I  should  consider 
it  as  the  most  fortunate  thing  tlint  could  have  happened  for  this 
country.  The  taking  uiwn  ourselves,  at  this  early  jieriod,  an  inde- 
pendent government,  can  produce  nothing  hut  misfortune. 

Where  b  the  information  necessary  for  flic  formation  of  a  consli- 
tutinn  for  so  extended  a  country,  inhabited  by  people  whoso  man- 
era  and  habits  are  so  different  ?  and  where  are  the  means  to  support 
it  ?  Oiu-  people  are  all  so  poor  (a  few  excepted  alMUit  thin  place, 
who  have  suddenly  raised  fortuncn  by  cpcculationa  in  lunils,  and  mauy 
of  those  not  the  most  honorably,  that  they  can  Imrcly  live  iu  a  very 
wretched  manner ;  but,  of  the  few  tiiwns,  there  is  sc-aree  a  habita- 
tion to  be  seen  better  than  Indian  wigwams.  The  gi-entest  part  of 
the  people  are  new  comers,  and  you  well  know  that  it  reijuire^  n 
loi^  time  to  suMue  a  countn-  all  in  forests,  and  much  labor  and  ex- 
pense, so  tliat  liad  we  even  many  men  of  talents  and  information, 
as  we  certainly  have  some,  llicy  have  no  leisure  from  the  calls  to 
provide  fur  their  future  welfare,  to  cmphiy  their  thoughts  on  ab- 
struse quefilions  of  giiven>inent  and  piilicy. 

These  are  truths  tliat  are  jrencrjily  acknowledged  in  your  county, 
as  they  are  also  by  mauy  iu  Ifcimilton,  and,  from  the  information  I 
have  fnun  Mr.  Toil,  is  the  case  also  in  Trumbull.  Means  have  been 
thought  of  to  counteract  the  ciliirts  of  the  gentry  here,  and  eounter- 
petitious  were  pri)[V)scd,  l>ut  tJicy  hail  got  the  start;  and,  as  persons 
who  have  private  views,  and  only  iiwe  tjic  jieoplc  as  means  to  accom- 
plish them,  are  generally  more  active  than  those  who  have  only  the 
pulilic  good  in  view,  and  seldom  stick  at  any  thing,  true  or  false,  that 
promises  them  i^uccess,  I  am  inclined  to  think  tliat  petitioning  gen- 
ersiUy  will  Iw  aliaudoned,  and  a  representation  from  the  most 
influential  and  best  known  characters  substituted.  To  support 
the  petition  for  tliis  quarter,  Jlr.  Wortliingtou  and  Mr.  Bald- 
are  aj  i>i  nted,  and  will  set  out  early  next  week,  and  I 
tl  k  t  pr  1  able  that  Mr.  McMillan  and  Mr.  Tod  will  follow 
tlem  before  1  ng.  In  the  course  of  a  week,  I  shall  probably  be 
abl  to  nf  rm  you  with  certainty.  In  the  meantime,  should  you 
tl  nk  t       ul  I  be  useful,  might  not  the  list  be  kept  back  for  that 
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time  ?  You  would  probably  be  better  able  to  take  your  measures 
than  if  it  were  produced  immediately  on  receipt  of  it. 

Tills  is,  however,  a  mere  hint,  and  I  am  very  sensible  I  have 
no  right  to  go  farther,  and  am  very  happy  that  a  matter  which  I 
think  of  great  consequence  to  this  country  is  confined  to  your  pru- 
dence. The  paper  of  the  day  has  at  this  moment  come  in ;  it  contains 
a  foolish  protest  of  seven  of  the  members  against  the  bill.  I  send 
it  under  a  cover,  and  a  copy  of  the  journals,  as  far  as  they  are 
printed.     .     .     . 

A  part  of  your  instuctions,  which  I  forwarded  before,  is  to  procure 
a  legislative  construction  of  that  part  of  the  Qrdinance  which  gives 
power  to  the  Governor  to  erect  counties.  That  is,  in  my  opinion, 
an  improper  mode.  The  true  way  woidd  be  to  refer  it  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  but  it  is  most  probable  that  it  will  be  referred  to  the 
Attorney-General.  But  to  whomever  it  may  be  referred,  I  request 
the  favor  that  you  will  lay  before  them  my  answer  to  the  joint  ad- 
dress from  the  committee  on  that  subject  during  the  last  session, 
which  you  will  find  in  the  Journal  of  1800,  which  I  forward  you.^ 

*  Mr.  Fearing  wrote  in  reply  from  Washington  city,  under  date  of  Janu- 
ary 11, 1802.  Ho  said  that  he  had  not  received  the  Journals  referred  to,  that 
several  letters,  including  one  from  Mr.  Sibley,  hud  failed  to  reach  him,  and 
he  suspected  the  post  offices.     Ho  concluded  as  follows  : 

*'  This  day  the  act  passed  the  Senate,  which  had  before  passed  the  House, 
fixing  the  ratio  for  representatives  at  33,000.  The  Senate  are  hammering 
at  the  judiciary  ;  and,  I  believe,  whether  constitutional  or  not,  it  will  be  re- 
pealed, as  well  as  laws  laying  an  internal  revenue.  Popularity  appears  to 
be  the  order  of  the  day.     Public  faith  can  not  be  put  in  competition." 

The  census  of  the  Territory  showed  the  following  inhabitants: 

HALES.  FEMALES. 

Whites,  10  years  of  ago 9,362  8,644 

Whites,  10  and  under  16 3,647  3,353 

Whites,  16  and  under  26 4,636  3,861 

Whites,  26  and  under  46 4,833  3,342 

Whites,  45  and  upwards 1,965  1,395 

24,433  20,695 

Whites 46,028 

All  other  persons,  except  Indians,  not  taxed. 837 

Total 46,366 

Was  the  ratio  of  representation  changed  to  provide  an  increased  repub- 
lican representation  in  Congress  ?  It  certainly  aided  the  plans  of  the  state 
party  west  of  the  Ohio. 
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Nathaxiel  Mabstk  to  Thomas  Wokthingtos. 

Chillicotiie,  Jan.  3,  1802. 

Dear  Sir : — I  have  incluecd  you  u  CliUUcothe  paper  of  yesterday's  i 
dar«,  wherein  you  will  observe  every  thing  material  tlmt  has  lakea   j 
place  since  yiiiir  departure.     The  correspondence  between  Colond 
Fiiilcy  and  his  Excellency  is  cutirely  of  a  jiieco  with  the  rest  of  bis 
conduct,  aud  need  no  aniius(lver»ons  on  it  from  me,  as  yod  are  too 
well  acciuaintecl  with  his  ibrmer  conduct. 

I  can  not,  however,  helj*  being  a  little  apprehensive  that  the  depo- 
sition of  J.  Laite  will  be  attempted  to  Iw  made  use  of  to  your  and 
Mr.  Baldwin's  disadvantage ;  that  is,  to  eudeavor  to  excite  animos- 
ity between  you.  But  let  me  entreat  you  not  to  suffer  any  thing 
of  the  kind  to  mtercept  the  princijial  object,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that 
you  will  endeavor  at  to  explain  the  trausactiou  as  to  give  Mr.  Bald- 
win's friends  no  uneasiness.' 

The  cumuiittee  has  not  proceeded  on  their  mission,  but  I  antici- 
pate the  principal  object,  which  is  to  attach  as  much  odium  to  Bald- 
win's character  as  possible,  and,  of  c<jurse,  1*1  show  that  you  are  not 
much  better,  for,  by  lessening  the  character  of  one,  will,  in  a  great 
measure,  attach  some  suspicion  to  the  other. 

You  will  receive,  iiicli>sod,  a  i>etitioii  that  I  jiickeil  up  the  other  day 
while  I  wjia  on  a  tour  as  ilir  iis  the  FiiIIn  with  (.^iloucl  Mc.ide,  who 
arrivct!  ut  ihia  place  the  ihiy  ymi  Icil  it.  Dr.  Tiffin  hiw  men- 
tioucil  to  1110  that  he  would  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  he 
received  fii>iii  Mr.  Wm.  Ludlow  a  Jew  days  ago.  It  a]>[)fars  from 
Mr.  Ludlow's  Ipttor  that  there  will  be  consiilerable  opposition  from 
Haniiltou.  Si.>  much  the  Iwtter.  I  would  recommend  that  on  vour 
arrival,  if  you  fin<l  tlicre  is  any  doubt  alwut  an  act  being  jwssed  to 
express  the  disappmlMition  of  the  General  Government,  endeavor  to 
have  the  bnsiness  ]M>8tp<med  a  t^liort  time,  until  the  Hamilton  i>etj- 
tions  can  arrive.  They  niust  have  their  projxirtionable  weight,  I 
have  written  Mr.  Brown  and  General  Mawju  by  this  mail.  Having 
said  every  thing  that  occurs  at  this  time,  I  can  only  assure  you  that 
I  shall  be  ixu  industrious  as  [mssible  on  the  occasion,  both  in  writing 
to  my  accpiaiuiauces  in  Congress,  and  endeavoring  to  procure  as 
many  petitions  as  jiossible.     .     .     . 

P.  S.  The  charges  agaiost  the  Governor  will  l>e  made  the  eve- 
ning of  the  rising  of  the  legislature.' 

'WS.  Worthhiglon  PnprrK. 

'Tba  suying,  "polities  mukca  strsnge  bed-follows,"  finds  its  exempliflcation 
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Edwabd  Tiffin  to  Thomas  Worthington. 

January  8,  1802. 
Dear  Sir : — I  have  inclosed  the  within  letter  to  you  that  you  may 
see  the  situation  of  Hamilton  county  on  the  interesting  question. 

in  this  correspondence.  Buldwin,  who  is  here  spoken  of  respectfully,  wm  a 
dissolute  young  man  of  more  than  ordinary  talents,  who  was  soon  thrown 
over  by  bis  party.  Dr.  Tiffin,  within  a  very  few  months,  is  found  w^riting 
of  him  as  the  most  disreputable  character  in  the  Territory.  When  Gov- 
•ernor  St.  Clair  appointed  Finley  colonel  of  the  militia,  in  1799,  Mr.  Worth- 
ington  was  offended  [s?eo  letter  of  St.  Clair  below],  yet  here  they  are  work- 
ing together  for  the  removal  of  the  Governor.  The  preference  of  Finley 
for  colonel  was  not  the  only  cause  for  offense  that  rankled  in  the  mind 
of  Colonel  Worthington.  April  14,  1801,  we  find  St.  Clair  requesting  him^ 
as  register  of  the  Land  Office,  to  procure  a  book  and  enter  every  section  and 
half-section  of  land  to  be  offered  at  public  vendue,  so  that  it  could  bo 
easily  identified  on  the  map  received  from  the  Surveyor-General;  and, 
later,  denying  his  right  to  take  certain  fees.  The  register  declining  the  ad- 
vice as  to  fees,  the  Governor  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
upon  receiving  reply,  July  2,  1801,  writes  to  Colonel  Worthington  that  as 
ho  had  declined  to  take  his  opinion  in  reference  to  taking  fees  from  tho 
purchasers  of  land  at  public  sales  for  original  entries,  he  submits  that  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  declares  it  to  be  improper.  He,  therefore, 
advises  him  to  advertise  that  such  fees  were  taken  under  a  misapprehension 
of  the  law,  and  that  they  would  be  returned  to  all  who  would  apply  for 
them. 

Governor  St.  Clair  to  Thomas  Worthington. 

Cincinnati,  April  14,  1799. 

Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  2Gth  March  came  to  hand  some  time  ago.  1  had 
previously  received  from  Colonel  Finley  information  that  he  had  been  mis- 
taken about  Major  Dunlap,  and  I  think  it  is  fortunate  that  you  had  sug- 
gested the  probability  that  he  was  so,  which  prevented  me  from  asking,  upon 
the  representation,  for  his  resignation. 

You  will  have  observed  that  nothing  more  commonly  happens  than  that 
when  a  person  has  made  a  false  step  he  makes  several  more  in  endeavoring 
to  recover  it.  This  is  precisely  my  case  with  respect  to  you.  As  I  have 
assured  you,  nothing  was  further  from  my  intentions  than  the  giving  you 
any  disgust  by  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Finley,  and  yet  I  can  not  but 
own,  as  it  was  done  without  any  intimation  to  you,  with  whom  I  had  freely 
and  fully  conferred  on  all  other  appointments,  it  was  not  without  reason  you 
were  disgusted,  and  the  mode  I  proposed  to  remove  it  was  the  most  natural 
— indeed,  tho  only  one  that  occurred  to  me.  It  was  made,  however,  rather 
unadvisedly  and  hastily,  for  the  militia,  by  the  laws  as  they  now  stand,  are  to 
be  formed  into  regiments,  each  consisting  of  two  battalions,  commanded  by 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  the  two  battalions  by  a  colonel,  so  that,  as  there 
•can  not  be  more  than  two  battalions  in  your  county,  the  appointment  of 
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I  have  by  this  mail  wrilteD  lu  Culoiiel  George  J&ckaon,  member  in 
Congress  fnim  Virginia,  in  auRWur  to  a  letter  I  rw^ived  from  him 
by  last  post,  I  bave  mentioned  you  to  bim  aud  the  object  of  your 
mission. 

We  are  still  in  Beaeion  and  as  much  confused  as  ever.  The  com- 
mittee of  safety  iia«  bef  n  endeavoring  to  coliet't  evidence  agaiun 
the  people  of  tbe  town- but  can  make  out  nothing;  it  will  end  in 
smoke.  Majfir  Ferguson  lias  this  day  inclosed  his  commissinn  to  the 
Governor,  and  I  am  informed  several  think  of  following  Colonel 
Finley's  and  bin  example.  Eobert  Gregg  is  appointed  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate, etc.,  aud  Mr.  McLaiigbliu,  collector  in  tbe  room  of  11.  Massie. 
resigned.  We  hear  Mr.  John  McDaniel  in  very  un.!Uccesgful  in  nb- 
loiniug  petitioners,  and  I  expect  we  shall  soon  (>eud  out  a  great  many 
petitions.  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  ofien.  Your  family  and 
mine  are  all  well.' 

another  colonel  cnn  not  tnVa  pUoo  at  pmant.  This  affair  baE  given  iiie  un- 
easiDesA,  and  I  ceruinlj'  llud  greut  reHAon  to  be  sntisSud  wilb  yoar  activity  agd 
public  fpiril,iind  hud  no  other  reason  rorappuitiliiii;  Colnrn^l  Fiiiley  than  thitt 
of  hia  Ijning  all  old  officer  from  \vbom  1  tip.  i  .  1 1  .  ;i.  .  u..uld  receivn 
moni  irn|inivemHnl  than  from  any  person  mi  i  ■.  ii.-i\      I  will 

divide  thu  militia  into  battuliuiis,  but  will  not  tlTrct  it  until  I  have  pn  op- 
portunity to  fvv  joii,  and  I  propi.sc  beinj,-  in  j  our  luMii  in  a  few  days.  So 
soon  ai*tbi.-irniiuil»3r«ill.Klinit..frori.iiiiyii  third  battalion  it  will  be  done, 
and  then  another  eolonel  limy  he  appuinled. 

I  was  liiirt  lit  your  oWrvation  on  tbf  postage.  I  would  have  you  bclicvo 
that  1  set  tot>  iiuit-ii  value  on  yiur  citrrespoiidence  not  to  pay  cheerfully  for 
the  tran Importation  at  all  tinier  I  may  be  favored  with  it. 

A  pamphlet,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Nicholas'  letter  to  his  friend  in  Virginia, 
made  its  appearance  a  few  days  ago.  This  seems  to  bo  a  complete  answer 
and  refutation  of  Ihiit  letter,  and  bud  the  author  left  out  the  rcQections  and 
comparisons  lie  has  iiiudc  on  negro  slavery  would  have  been  unexception- 
able. I  have  sent  you  a  copy  by  the  bearer.' 
(1)  j;S.  n'orlhiayloii  Papcri. 

>  It  is  to  the  credit  of  Governor  St.  Clair  that  his  correspondence  nowher* 
contains  evidence  of  any  unfriendly  feeling  towards  Dr.  Tiffin,  and  in  that 
respect  is  in  striking  conlrnst  with  the  temper  displayed  in  the  letters  of  the 
latter.  Governor  St.  Clair  rowived  Dr.  Tiffin  cordially,  as  he  had  been  re- 
quested to  do  by  General  Washington,  in  the  following  letter  of  introduc- 
tion ;  but  lie  could  not  confer  on  bim  as  many  official  favors  as  was  requested 
and  cspected : 

Genkral  ■Wasujsoton  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

January  4,  179o. 

Sfr.-— Mr.  Kdward  TitliTi  solicits  an  appointment  in  the  Territory  north- 
west of  the  Ohio.     The  fairness  of  bis  character  In  private  and  public  life, 


piutati     !t'  1.  a^'      ^.' 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  James  Ross. 

Chilucothe,  January  15,  1802. 

Dear  Sir : — ^Though  I  have  nothing  to  inform  you  of  that  will 
afford  you  much  entertainment,  yet  I  will  give  you  some  account  of 
our  proceedings,  and  I  am  the  more  led  to  trouble  you  with  it  be- 
cause my  very  good  friends,  Mr.  AVorthington  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  are 
now  at  Washington,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  so  far 
as  the  proceedings  can  be  twisted  so  as  to  appear  unfavorable  to  me, 
they  will  be  so  twisted  by  them. 

The  law  declaring  the  assent  of  the  Territory  to  an  alteration  of 
the  Ordinance,  so  far  a#  relates  to  the  boundaries  of  the  States  to 
be  hereafter  erected  therein,  passed  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  in 
the  House,  and  unanimously  in  the  Council.  This  is  said  to  be  a 
measure  of  mine,  and  calculated  to  retard  the  going  into  a  State 
governmeut.  That  it  met  my  hearty  approbation,  as  it  might 
possibly  have  that  effect,  is  certainly  true,  but  I  never  once  heard 
of  it  till  the  bill  was  before  the  House.  I  am,  however,  most  con- 
fident that,  should  Congress  authorize  this  Territory  to  become  a 
State  at  this  time,  this  country  is  devoted  to  misery  and  ruin,  and 
that  it  will  be  very  fortunate  for  the  people  if  it  can  be  prevented 
for  some  years  to  come.  In  that  time  it  is  })robable  that  the  present 
heats,  which  have  been  artificially  raised,  will  be  cooled  down,  and 
that  Congress  will  sec  a  propriety  in  the  proposed  alterations  which 
would  render  all  the  State  of  a  manageable  size,  while  the  principal 
rivers,  except  the  Scioto  (and  that  can  hardly  be  called  a  navigable 
river),  instead  of  bounding  them  would  run  through  their  different 
centers. 

The  subject  of  the  different  construction  of  the  Ordinance  as  it 
relates  to  the  power  of  laying  out  counties,  was  again  brought  on 
the  carpet,  and  protest  offered  against  the  construction  by  which  I 
had  governed  myself.    It  was  rejected  by  a  very  great  majority,  four 

together  with  a  knowledge  of  law  resulting  from  close  application  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  will,  I  hope,  justify  the  liberty  I  now  take  in  recommr*nding 
him  to  your  attention ;  regarding  with  due  attention  the  delicacy  as  well  as 
importance  of  the  character  in  which  I  act,  I  am  sure  you  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  believe  that  nothing  but  a  knowledge  of  the  gentleman's  merits, 
founded  upon  a  long  acquaintance,  could  have  induced  me  to  trouble  you  on 
this  occasion.  With  sincere  wishes  for  your  happiness  and  welfare,  I  am, 
etc.,  Georoe  Washington.* 

(1)  The  original  is  iu  possession  of  Dr.  W.  H.  St.  Clair,  of  Effiagbam  county,  IIU- 
iioi8»  a  great  grandson  of  General  St.  Clair. 
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only,  I  thmk,  appearing  m  favor  uf  it ;  but  I  IxJieve  I  had  best  quit  J 
this  detail  ami  send  you  the  journiils.  1 

On  Christmas  evening,  and  the  evening  preceiling,  tliero  were    . 
unlawful  a^seniblieB  with  the  nvowed  intention  of  insulting  certain 
membore  at  ibeir  (titarters,  and  to  burn  the  tJovernor  in  effigy.     At    , 
the  liead  of  the  la^t  wa-t  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  he  was  not  prevented    ' 
friini  it  but  by  the  splendid  exertion  of  Mr.  Worthingtnn,  who  wax 
obliged  to  go  .10  far  as  to  threaten  him  with  death.    Ag  to  the  effigy, 
it  wuuld  not  have  disturbed  ine  in  the  len:^!  had  I  known  of  it| 
which  I  did  not  until  the  next  day.  that  wasi  Christmas. 

I  was,  in  the  evening,  in  my  chamber,  writing,  when  I  heard  a 
violent  noise  in  the  house  Iwlow.  and  immedialoly  went  down  to 
know  the  eaiwe  of  it.     Every  thing  was  in  an  upruar;  a  number  of 
people  in  the  [lassagc  and  a  great  many  in  the  street  lefore  the    , 
house.     I  suon  found  tbat,  in  a  very  mde  manner,  several  of  Ihoae   : 
[)eople  had  forced  themseJves  into  the  room  where  the  nieinlx'js  hod   ] 
<lincd,  abused  i^ouie  of  thcui,  and  one  of  them  was  actually  collaml.    ' 
That  gautleman  was  armed  with  a  dirk,  which  he  instantly  drew, 
aud  very  fortunately  was  prevented  fwm  ]»ultj'ng  the  fellow  to  death 
who  had  .collur-id  him.     The  sight  of  the  weapon  hii'l   the  etfeet  to 
make  them  quit  the  room,  and  the  passage  I  found  full,  as  I  have 
mentioned,     I  expostulated  with  them,  both  in  the  house  and  in  the 
sirct't,  fict  the  amscfpience  before  them,  and,  in  the  meantime,  sent 
for  II  magistrate  and  the  sherifT,     The  sheriff  was  out  of  town,  but 
ft  dt'puly  attended,  and  the  magistrate,  mid,  after  some  time,  they 
were  disiicrsed.     When  all  was  quiet,  I  returned  again  to  my  cham- 
ber, aud  went  to  l>e(l.     But  it  was  not  long  after  till  one  of  the  peo- 
ple, whi>  had  been  most  violent,  returned,  and  had  not  Mr.  Worth- 
ingtou  come  in  nlxiut  the  r«me  time,  mischief  would  have  ensued. 

On  Slonday,  I  called  on  the  magistrate,  and  desired  him  to  call 
the  i)erp»>ns  before  him,  and  binil  them  over  to  the  next  court  of 
quarter-sesjiions.  He  <lid  call  them  before  him,  but  instead  of  put- 
ting them  under  recognizance,  intbrnied  me  in  writing  that  be  had 
found  that  they  were  not  guilty,  and  dismissed  them.  Tliis  led  to 
some  corresjxindence  which  ended  in  his  resigning  his  ofBee,  and  the 
whole  was  laid  before  the  assembly.  I  have  been  thus  minute  be- 
cause the  affiiir  I  have  no  <loubt  will  he  verj-  much  misrepresented, 
for  I  have  heard  from  several  places  on  their  route,  that  Worthiug- 
ton  and  Baldwin  have  been  loading  me  with  every  opprobrious  term 
that  could  be  thought  of;  or  rather  Baldwin,  and  the  other  not  con- 
tradicting it.  I  know  your  friendship  would  lead  you  to  doubt  their 
story,  but  it  will  be  told  to  many  who  do  not  know  me,  and  it  is  not 
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unlikely  to  the  President  liimself.  Should  that  happen,  if  you  can 
not  do  it  yourself,  can  you  not  get  conveyed  to  him  that  I  have  but 
five  enemies  in  the  Territory,  except  some  they  have  misled  and  who 
probably  never  saw  me.  These  are  Worthington,  Tiffin,  Massie, 
Darlington  and  Baldwin,  and  the  last  never  was  five  minutes  in  my 
company  in  his  life.  All  the  others  have  been  obliged  to  me,  and 
one  of  them  holds  the  best  office  in  the  Territory. 

A  good  opportunity  of  serving  Mr.  McLaughlin  presented  itself  a 
few  days  ago.  Henry  Massie  resigned  the  collection  of  the  taxes  in 
the  military  district,  and  Mr.  McLaughlin  is  appointed.  It  pro- 
duces about  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Paul  Fe.vring. 

Chillicothe,  January  Ibfji,  1802. 

Sir: — On  the  25th  of  last  month,  I  inclosed  to  you  a  certified 
copy  of  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  the  Territory  to  an  alteration 
of  the  boundaries  of  the  States  hereafter  to  be  erected  therein,  which 
I  have  been  requested  by  the  House,  to  forward  to  you,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  troubled  you  with  "a  private  letter,  as  I  had  done  some 
time  before.  Whether  any  of  those  letters  got  to  your  hands  is  un- 
certain, and  whether  they  ever  will,  or  any  that  may  be  written  to 
you  from  this  i)lace,  is  much  doubted.  We  have  long  thought  that 
very  improper  pi*actices  prevail  in  the  post-office  here.  During  the 
last  session  the  communication  with  Mr.  McMillan  was  suppressed, 
and  when  it  was  not  was  very  irregular.  Out  of  five  letters  that  I 
wrote  to  him,  three  only  reached  him,  and  of  five  or  six  written  by 
him  to  me,  some  miscarried  certainly,  and  one  reached  me  two 
weeks  after  his  return  to  Cincinnati,  though  he  had  made  a  jour- 
ney to  New  Jersey  in  the  meantime ;  and  the  same  happened  to 
Mr.  Burnet's  correspondence  with  him.  Whether  those  practices 
prevail  now  I  know  not,  but  I  know  that  Mr.  Burnet  suspects  it,  as 
he  has  received  only  two  from  you,  covering  certain  documents  that 
accompanied  the  President's  Message. 

Mr.  Worthington  and  jMr.  Baldwin  must  have  been  arrived  at 
Washington  some  time.  Mr.  McMillan  will  not  set  out  under  ten 
days  yet  to  come,  and  it  seems  doubtful  whether  Mr.  Tod  will  go  or 
not.  I  believe  there  are  two  reasons  that  operate  against  it ;  pne  is, 
that  Mr.  Meigs  has  already  gone  from  Marietta  and  declares  him- 
self friendly  to  the  division,  and  wishes  that  the  people  of  your 
county  may  petition  Congress  on  the  subject  and  authorize  him  to 
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present  it ;  another,  and  I  iiuppose  the  principal  one,  is  lliaE  raer 
would  be  8ome  difficulty  in  nii«iiig  th*"  money  ueeeswiiy  for  a  special 
ngeut.  I  am  sorry  for  it ;  not  that  I  thbk  the  petition  would  not 
be  in  good  hands  if  intrusted  to  Mr.  Meigs,  but  that  tlie  sending 
some  person  fpom  Trumbull  would  be  the  means  of  iiuitiug  a  groat 
many  iutercsta,  and  giving  each  more  weight ;  but  the  idea  of  put- 
ting the  petition  intti  any  hands  but  yours  was  never  entertained  by 
lliise  who  proposed  the  measure.  The  services  of  thoBP  gentlemen 
whom  1  liave  mentioned  to  you  were  meant  to  be  eulirely  out  of 
(tours,  ani.1,  ndt  rona,  I  have  gooii  reason  to  think  new  efTurts  will  be 
made  by  the  agcnU  from  this  place  to  work  my  removatj  and  from 
their  conduct  on  the  way  (for  I  havu  heard  of  them  from  Bome 
places  on  the  way),  no  fh.lseho<id  or  calumuy  that  malice  can  invent 
will  be  spanxl.  I  trust  in  tlie  integrity  of  ray  conduct,  and  to  the 
gocHl  ofBccs  of  the  few  who  have  known  me,  to  counteract  Ihem,  and 
youra,  I  trust,  will  not  he  refused. 

Tliere  were  several  unlawful  and  riotoue  assemblies  in  this  place 
on  Christmas  evening,  and  the  uvening  preceding  it,  with  the  inten- 
tion to  insult  ami  maltreat  some  of  the  niemherH.  and  to  burn  the 
Governor  in  effigy— Mr.  Bahlwin  nl  t}w  [wm\  <iT  ihi-m — ;ind  ihoy 
were  not  supprci^sed  without  some  difficulty,  nor  until  oDe  of  the 
munilK'rs  wa.«  actually  collai-cd  in  his  quarters.  I  should  have  laughed 
at  the  effijry.  ISeciuise  I  cndcavurud  (o  have  the  oflLnders  against 
the  |>rivilt'frfs  of  ihc  k';;islalure  liroii<rht  to  justice,  a  new  source  of 
dislike  iiL'iiiiist  nic  is  ii|«'r:i'il.  You  will,  ]ir<ilKihly,  hcar'it  spoken 
of  iind  rcinvw'iili'd  in  a  wn.ii-  li'rhl,  hut.  ^Ir,  Worthinglou,  who  L« 
a  nmgistrutf  here,  could  not  liisjicrsc  the  first  meeting  on  Christmas 
cvc  until  he  thrcii tuned  to  put  JSuldwiu  to  death  if  he,  with  the 
mob  he  had  at  his  heels,  jirocecded ;  nor,  on  the  second  night,  but 
by  my  iiilrrfert-uce,  and  that  of  another  of  the  magistrates  sent  for 
bv  me ;  and  iiad  not  Mr.  Worth  iiif.^l<  in  iortunately  come  to  visit  some 
of  the  meniliers  after  I  had  gone  to  rest,  it  would  have  been  re- 
newed ;  and  to  him  I  refer  you,  if  you  think  it  worth  while  to  make 
any  inquiry. 

Paul  FEAi:r<f;  to  Go\t:rnor  St.  Clair. 

\VA«iix<iTON,  D.  C,  January  IM,  1802. 
Sir: — By  last  week's  mail  I  received  your  letter,  which  I  imme- 
diately answered,  hut  in  my  answer  I  mentioned  the  failure  of  those 
iuclosures,  which  inclosed  the  journals  you  had  mentioned  in  your 
letter,     A  day  or  two  after  I  had  written  to  you,  one  of  our  door- 
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keepers  informed  me  that  I  had  two  packages  in  the  post-office  that 
were  too  large  to  come  free,  and  that  there  was  nine  dollars  postage 
charged  on  them.  I  immediately  conceived  what  they  were  and 
went  up  and  took  them  out,  and  got  the  postage  reduced  to  pamphlet 
rate. 

I  have  applied  to  Mr.  Smith,  agreeably  to  your  request.  He  has 
engaged  to  comply,  but  says  he  can  not  for  a  few  days,  as  he  is 
obliged  to  fill  his  papers  with  the  debates  of  the  Senate  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. The  question  was  expected  to  be  taken  up  to-day,  but  the 
Senate  was  occupied  in  executive  business;  it  is  generally  believed 
that  if  the  (question  should  now  be  taken,  there  will  be  one  or  two 
of  a  majority  for  the  repeal.  If  Mr.  Ross  and  Mr.  Ogden  should 
arrive,  tlie  majority  might  be  on  the  other  side.  There  are  also  two 
meml>ers  al)scnt  who  would  vote  with  the  present  majority,  as  is 
expected.  But  I  have  calculated  the  law  lost,  and  the  independence 
of  our  judiciary  much  weakened,  which,  before,  I  have  been  led  to 
believe,  was  secured  bv  our  Constitution.   . 

The  Chillicothe  agents  have  arrived,  and  are  verv  anxious  to  have 
the  business  before  Congress,  and  I  fear  that  unless  some  one  from 
the  Territory  should  be  here,  who  enters  fully  into  the  j)olitics  cf 
the  majority,  that  the  agents  and  their  friends  will  try  to  make  a 
ix)litical  party  question  of  it.  I  have  seen  letters  which  complain 
that  should  the  division  take  place  we  could  not  go  into  a  State 
government  for  fifteen  years,  and  all  that  time  we  should  be  kej)t 
in  bondage,  etc.  I  wish  the  persons  were  here  that  you  mentioned 
were  likelv  to  come  on.  Several  of  the  members  I  have  heard  ex- 
press  a  wish  that  we  could  have  two  Territorial  governments,  and 
revert  into  the  first  stage  thereof.  Such  an  arrangement,  I  think, 
would  l)e  more  likely  to  carry,  as  we  find  none  but  what  interest 
will  operate  on,  and  those  members  who  have  lands  in  the  Territory 
would  be  glad  to  see  us  in  such  a  state  as  that  we  should  want  no 
taxes.  Should  this  reach  you  before  the  Assembly  separates,  please 
inquire  of  the  gentlemen  from  the  different  counties  if  such  an  ar- 
rangement would  be  agreeable.  You  will  be  able  to  give  me  your 
opinion  before  the  law  will  be  got  through.  I  do  not  know  whether 
you  will  be  able  to  read  and  understand  my  letter ;  I  have  written 
it  in  so  much  haste. 


Nathaniel  Massie  to  Thomas  Worthington. 

Chhjjcothe,  January  18,  1802. 
Dear  Sir : — On  Wednesday  next,  I  am  in  hopes,  this  session  of 
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the  GenwTiI  AssfMiWy  will  end.  Nuthing  vury  niaU-riiil  has  been  ' 
done  since  you  left  this  plncc.  The  pnnimiltcc  of  iDquisitian'  has 
not  made  tfapir  rf]mrt,  and  I  iitii  tuira  if  they  were  left  nhue  tliey 
uever  would,  but,  for  the  cn-dit  of  Ihe  iuhabitaob*  of  this  jiliice,  I 
ehnll  mideuvor  to  make  thom.  I  attended  at  tht^ir  lukitig  of  depo- 
eittoiio,  ttiid  uvery  pxertion  was  made  to  i>n[ili(«t<t  tuiiiic  i)eremi8  wiih 
a  dcnigu  to  raiw  a  riot  to  dinUirb  the  f  ioveriior  uiid  ecrtain  miuiibfi*. 
but  they  idl  futlcl.  Iiiilccd,  it  appeared  that  Home  of  the  raembcR 
were  greatly  U>  hknie.  Mr.  Buldwin  was  [tarticularly  aimed  at,  but 
nothiii);  ctiiild  be  nike<l  tip. 

A  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  home  daye  ago,  by  myself,  n- 
^unttiug  Congress  to  pass  an  aet  for  onr  immetiiale  admissiou  into  a 
Btatit-giivenimeut,  but  it  was  k>ou  kldied  nut  of  Ihe  House,  it  was 
bnnlly  tiraled  with  common  [Niliieix^si*.  Wc  liave  now  before  us  a 
biil  to  take  the  ci'DRUh  thin  year,  but  I  am  sure  it  will  fail. 

You  will  receive  a  large  jiafrket  of  petitions  by  this  mail,  and 
chiefly  from  Hamilton  county.  From  tlic  latest  information,  that 
wiuuty  ia  more  than  ore-lialf  opposed  to  the  measure,'  and  it  np- 
j>ears  that  the  more  the  subject  is  examinetl*,  the  more  it  is  dcpre- 
ealed.  I  am  very  sanguine  that  nt  the  next  m— 'imi  tlir-  tnni-  tif 
mendwrs  will  greatly  l)c  changed  in  favor  of  a  State  government. 

I  circulation,  at  this  place,  that  'Squire  Brown  ia 
t  fnr  the  city,  ivilji  inslruclicms  to  supixirt  the  Gov- 
iinrl  to  use  liis  iofluciiir  t^.  ol.iuin  a  judgeship  for 
fiisc  tlio  hitf  jurli.'iarv  syst,.iii  is  chmiKod  by  Con- 
ful  ujiiil^'  will  lie  wiiDlin-  in  tliis  Territory,  aud  I 
lliis  is  his  cil)jV<-t,  tofrcthcr  to  use  his  eloquence 
>iL  ni't  pusscd.  If  there  slioujd  Ik-  a  federal  judge 
is  TiTiilory,  I  slimihl  l>e  jilea^^et!  with  Judge  Meigs 

ijiniiHfc  npi.c.iiik'<l  1'.  iiiv.>slij;Hli'  tlio  Cliillipolhp  riot  on 
■  ]iii-.-..-v  ..f  tln>  n<:l  ilinjiyiiig  llii.  m.uI  of  gov 
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Jiiriiimy  L'.'illi,  (■..l.in.l  :\[nsMi.  wrolp  Mr.  "\V„rl)iinslnn  Unit  llip  Icgi^lnturc 
close.1  Siitlir<iiiv  n  itti.iiil  iinviiii;  :ur,Mii].li*lir,i  inuili.    ■'  Tlii:  comiii  ittfo  of  in- 

th«  GcJVcTiiiirV  Irani-iiotiiins ;  t hv  niiiomit  of  il  wiis  tlmt  thp  promnttTs  apjiPiircHj 
tcj  !)(.■  :i.(iKilril  ti.nii  iiil<>\i.iilu.ii."-  "  Tlie  liifit  two  diijs  uf  tbe  scs,iu(i  wl- 
hud  ].  lillli'  (iiiarri^liiii;— <iiir  lilUi.-  rrieiiil  KiiiiliorU-y  wii.4  tliu  priiieipiil  i.n  i\,p 

OMO  si<l.> I  CutliT  »iiil  Srl.i,.|}Viiii  oil   llic!  ntii.!r.     Tliu  wholf    priK-erdcd 

from  Kiiiil..rli'y.  liiiviiis  rxpri-=M-a  liii.isclf  rnllwr  frwly  ,15  to  the  influfnce 
tl;nt  riitii:OJi  IjiuI  r>vrT  rprlniti  nictiilwrs.  which  stiing  tiiom  riithcr  imit-h." 

"Thnl  is.  Ihf  iiipflsiirc;  irivin.ff  the  ronsPiil  of  the  Territory  to  a  elmnge  of 
boiindurics. 
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receiving  that  appointment,  and,  in  that  case,  a  territorial  judge 
will  also  be  wanting ;  I  think  Mr.  Byrd  would  fill  that  office  with 
respoct  and  give  gpneral  satisfaction.  On  this  subject,  you  can  be 
better  informed  from  Mr.  James  Brown,  if  he  is  at  that  place.^ 


Governor  St.  Clair's  Remarks  on  Adjourning  tiie  General 

AasEMBLY,  January  23,  1802. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : — Your 
joint  resolution  informing  me  that  the  state  of  the  business  before 
the  two  Houses  was  such  as  would  make  an  adjournment  on  this 
day  proper,  and  requesting  that  when  it  did  take  j)lacc  the  next 
meeting  might  be  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  November  next,  were 
presented  by  your  committee  two  days  ago.  As  it  always  gives  me 
pleasure  to  meet  your  wishes,  I  cheerfully  consented  to  lx)th. 

Your  session,  gentlemen,  has  been  a  long  one,  and  much  im- 
portant business  has  passed  through  your  hands,  all  of  which  that 
has  come  to  me,  excepting  the  act  to  regulate  marriages,  has  been 
approved.  There  apjML'ared  to  me  so  many  serious  objections  to  that 
act,  that  I  could  not  consent  to  its  becoming  a  law.  Some  of  its 
most  material  parts  are  nearly  a  literal  transcript  of  the  law  now  in 
force.  That  law  has  some  imi)erfections,  the  chief  of  which,  in  my 
mind,  is,  that  both  male  and  female  persons  are  allowed  to  l>e  joined 
in  marriage  at  too  early  a  time  in  life.  But  the  act,  gentlemen,  so 
far  from  remedying  that  defect,  would  have  carried  it  beyond  all 
bounds.  Marriage  there  is  not  even  limited  to  the  age  of  pul)erty, 
but,  if  the  consent  of  a  fatlier,  a  mother,  or  a  guardian,  as  the  case 
may  be,  can  be  obtained,  it  may  be  solemnized  (and  consummated 
too)  before.  Cases  in  which  that  c(Misent  might  ] probably  be  ob- 
tained, will  readily  present  themselves  to  your  minds.  Early  mar- 
riages do,  no  doubt,  conduce  to  the  increase  of  population  and  the 
preservation  of  morality ;  premature  marriages,  on  the  contrary, 
are  opposite  to  the  one  and  destructive  of  the  other,  and  are  most 
commonly  followed  by  regret,  disgust,  and  conjugal  infidelity.  It 
can  not  be  pro])er  that  at  an  age  when  the  laws  suppose  a  want  of 
discretion  for  the  common  transactions  of  life,  and  when  contracts 
made  relative  to  property,  how  small  soever  the  value  of  it  may  be, 
are  not  binding,  persons  should  be  allowed  to  enter  into  the  most 
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Bokmn,  tbo  most  itiAuenttoI,  and  the  most  indissoluble  uf  all  coo* 
tracts;  a  ooDtmctuii  which  the  huppiucss  or  misery  of  the  wholft 
lives  of  the  purtieB,  or  of  their  pnigeny.  also,  in  a  great  measure, 
depends.  The  jierson  by  whom  the  marriage  may  be  celebrated  i» 
required,  be  the  distance  from  the  ofiicu  what  it  luuy,  to  pre«eut 
certiiit-ate,  in  jiersou,  to  the  recorder.  It  can  not,  us  at  present,  hft- 
transmitted ;  it  must  be  prcecntcd,  and  that  under  a  heavy  penalty 
and  for  this  journey,  the  publicntion  of  the  bauoa,  and  iKjrforra- 
ing  of  the  ceremony,  he  is  entitled,  by  the  fee-bill,  to  one  dollar  and 
a  quarter.  Inconvenient  con8e(|Uence9  would  result  from  the  thinl 
section  of  the  act.  I  know  of  nothing  that  should  hinder  or  pre- 
vent jterBoiw  coming  from  foreign  ports,  and  actually  married,  Jroni. 
bringing  with  them  the  "  credenliala"  of  their  marriage. 
usual  on  the  contiuent  of  Eiu'ope  and  in  Great  Britain  aud  Ire- 
land to  take  certificates  of  marriage  at  t!ie  time  they  hapjtcn,  imd 
should  it  Ik!  then  Meglect«d  there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  them 
afterwards. 

It  id  a  precaution  which  every  prudent  married  couple  on  leaving 
their  own  country  will  take.  Mhould  male  and  female  persona 
dime  from  fon-igii  part-,  aud  lliougU  not  maixit-d,  live  !(i;;cthf 
man  and  wife,  and  the  woman  be  permitted  by  the  man  to  assume 
his  name,  he  will  be  aa  much  bound  by  her  acts,  as  the  law  now 
stands,  aw  he  would  Iw  by  the  act  in  qucftiou  had  it  l)ecn  ap])roved. 
But  the  chief  object  to  this  act  hcems  to  have  lieen  to  take  the 
power  of  granting  li(eu>es  to  marr\'  without  publication  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Governor  and  place  it  in  the  hands  <tf  the  prothouo- 
taries  of  the  courts  of  <'ommoii  pleas,  I  can  not  t-ee,  gentlemen,  the 
smal lent  connection  there  is  iwtwcen  this  power  and  the  office  and 
dufj-  of  a  prothonotary.  If  a  |K)wor  of  dispensing  with  the  require- 
menlh  of  t!iu  lu\\s  in  certain  cases  can  ever  be  placed  with  propriety 
in  luiy  man,  it  mu>t  be  in  the  chief  magistrate.  If  this  jwwer  be 
found  inconvenient,  IJiough  the  experience  and  practice  of,  I  believe, 
every  State  is  in  its  favor,  let  it  be  entirely.  But  I  can  never  con- 
sent tliat  a  power  to  disiK!n.«e  with  law  in  any  case  shall  be  vested 
in  a  -ulMinlinate  and  ministerial  officer. 

Acci'pl  my  thanks.,  gentlemen,  for  the  attention  you  have  paid  to 
every  tiling  tliat  was  recommeuded.  Good  effects  to  all  the  ])eople 
will,  I  ti'Hst.  flow  from  your  lalxirs;  and  that  a  well-grounded  con- 
fidence in  the  legislature,  and  a  spirit  of  peace  aud  mutual  good- 
will generally  prevailing,  will  be  the  result.  I  recommend  it  to  you, 
gentlemen,  when  you  return  to  your  counties,  and  it  ia  much  in 
your  power  to  cultivate  that  spirit — the  balm  of  private  life  and  the 
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source  from  which  all  the  pleasures  of  social  intercoxuBe  are  to  be 
drawn. 

Gentlemen,  your  sessions  are  now  adjourned,  to  be  recommenced 
on  the  fourth  Monday  of  November  next  at  Cincinnati,  in  the 
county  of  Hamilton.* 


Nathaniel  Massie  to  James  Madison. 

Sir: — Believing  that  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  has  violated  that  confidence  and  trust  reposed  in 
him  by  the  constituted  authority  of  the  United  States  in  presiding 
over  the  Territory  as  their  chief  magistrate,  I  have  thought  proper 
to  exhibit  to  the  President  such  parts  of  his  conduct  which  appears 
inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  his  appointment,  trusting  that  when 
a  high  and  responsible  officer  has  violated  his  constitutional  duty, 
that  an  inquiry  will  be  made  into  his  conduct. 

The  following  charges  I  wish  and  request  you  to  lay  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

l«f.  That  Governor  St.  Clair  has  degraded  his  official  character  in 
attempting  to  divide  the  Territory,  by  assuming  to  himself  the  right 
of  recommending  to  the  Hon.  William  H.  Harrison,  the  then  dele- 
gate to  Congress  from  this  Territory,  in  the  session  of  the  year  1799, 
when  the  legislature  of  this  Territory  had  been  but  three  weeks  out 
of  session,  and  to  Mr.  Pickering,  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  a 
plan  of  division  which  was  calculated  to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of 
the  advantage  and  opportunity  of  forming  a  State  government 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  for  the  government 
thereof,  which  has  ever  been  considered  as  their  constitutional  guide. 
That,  in  his  letter  to  the  delegate,  he  gave  as  a  reason  that  the  di- 
vision ought  to  be  made  as  recommended,  otherwise  a  certain  part 
of  the  Territory  would  be  materially  injured,  which  appears  to  bo 
that  part  in  which  the  delegate,  as  he  supposed,  was  most  interested, 
w^hen  to  Mr.  Pickering  he  used  quite  a  different  reasoning,  to-wit : 
that  if  the  division  as  recommended  did  not  take  place,  that  the 
then  administration  might,  with  reasonable  certainty,  expect  that 


*  This  general  assembly  did  not  again  convene.  The  State  party  succeeded 
.in  getting  an  act  passed  by  Congress  providing  for  erecting  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict into  a  State,  and  prevented  the  State  legislature  from  having  any  part 
in  the  business.  The  convention  to  form  a  State  Constitution  met  early  in 
November,  and,  at  the  request  of  that  body,  Governor  St.  Clair  issued  a 
proclamation  postponing  the  day  of  meeting.  For  further  particulars,  see 
Vol.  I,  pp.  224-47. 
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tlie  eastern  State,  aa  coiitemplnted  by  tbt-  Ordinance,  would 
Bhort  time  become  a  State  government,  nod  the  coosequeuce  would 
be  that  the  representativea  chown  from  said  State  to  represent  them 
in  the  General  Government  would  oppow;  the  tliea  adniinjittnitioa. 
Indeed,  Iiia  Eseellenoy  did  not  stop  here,  but  coudesfeaded  to  erii 
inate  and  represent  the  individual  opinions  of  the  diSereiit  settle- 
ments of  the  Territory,  myin^  that  such  a  dislvii't  of  people  wasBfr- 
publicuu,  and  another  was  in  ihvor  of  the  then  administnition ;  and 
to  enforce  bis  reasoning  more  strongly  on  ihe  probability  of  the 
majority  of  the  said  contemplated  State  lieiugBepubHeau,  he  re- 
ferred him  to  the  neighboring  States  of  Kentucky  and  Teune^ee  ; 
hut,  trusting  that  if  the  division  as  recommended  was  made,  tbat 
Bueh  an  influence  as  the  General  Goveranient  was  atiiablc  of  makii^ 
might  operate  a  cliango  to  their  advantage.  Viewing  such  cionduet 
as  degrading  to  the  office  of  a  ehief  magistrate,  inasmuch  ns  it  ap- 
jiears  that  he  was  placed  over  the  indejviiideut  Meutimente  of  tbe  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory  rather  ihau  tlieir  chief  magistrate,  I  can 
not  fir  a  moment  believe  that  the  President  will  ever  encourage 
such  conduct.  To  his  letter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Harrison,  which  was 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  at  that  session, 
and  to  liis  letter  to  Mr.  Pickering  at  the  same  time,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  ;  if  the  Inst- mentioned  letter  was  a  private  one,  a  copy,  or 
tho    stibstiiuce    thereof,    I   can    iirociire    and    will    forward    when 
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r>(/i.  That  the  Gi.'vcrnor  has  attempted  by  his  official  influence  to 
make  justices  of  tho  jieace  of  this  Territory  depart  from  their  duty, 
aad  thereby  to  place  (be  life,  liberty  and  pniperty  of  the  citizens  at 
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his  control;  his  conduct  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Samuel  Finley,  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  certain  citizens  of  the  town  of  Chillicothe, 

as  will  appear  from  the  Scioto  Gazette  of  the date. 

Having  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate 
of  our  General  Government,  I  trust  the  above  charges  will  have  his 
serious  and  mature  consideration.^  • 


Thomas  Worthington  to  the  President. 

City  of  Washington,  January  30,  1802. 

Feeling  no  prejudice  toward  Governor  St.  Clair  as  a  man,*  but, 

on  the  other  hand,  viewing  him  rather  with  an  eye  of  pity,  it  is  not 

a  pleasing  task  to  me  to  be  obliged,  in  defense  of  w^hat  I  conceive 

the  just  and  lawful  rights  of  myself,  in  common  with  my  fellow- 

'  MS.  Worthington  Papers. — For  the  formal  charges  drawn  up  by  Massie 
for  the  President,  see  following  letter  —  Thomas  Worthington  to  the 
President. 

2  It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  that  the  original  instructions  restricted 
Messrs.  Worthington  and  Baldwin  to  the  work  of  defeating  the  act  of  the 
territorial  assembly.  The  junto  of  the  State  party  had  other  views,  and 
soon  managed  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  agents  so  as  to  embrace  the  re- 
moval of  St.  Clair  and  the  admission  of  the  eastern  district  as  a  State. 

To  Thomas  Worthington  and  Michael  Baldwin. 

Oentlemen : — By  virtue  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us  by  a  number  of  the  [in- 
habitants of  the]  North-west  Territory,  who  did,  at  a  general  meeting,  con- 
stitute you  their  agents  to  attend  at  the  present  session  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  in  order  to  use  your  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  a  law, 
passed  at  the  present  session  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Territory,  being 
carried  into  effect,  entitled,  -'An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  the  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio  to  an  alteration  in  the  Ordinance  of  the  government 
thereof,"  because  they  believe  the  act  to  bo  a  violation  of  their  constitutional 
rights,  and  unjust  in  its  tendency  and  operations. 

We  do  hereby  instruct  you  to  take  proper  measures  to  have  the  remon- 
strances of  the  people  laid  before  Congress,  together  with  such  of  the  jour- 
nals of  the  Ilouse  of  Representatives  as  relate  thereto ;  and,  also,  the  pro- 
test filed  by  the  minority  of  the  House  of  Representatives  against  such  act. 

We  do,  likewise,  instruct  you  to  represent  to  the  members  of  both  Houses 
•of  Congress  the  apparent  motives  which  induced  the  majority  of  the  said 
House  of  Representatives  to  vote  for  the  said  act. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

Sam.  Findlet,  Cttairmaiu 
Attest: 

Joseph  Kerr,  Secretary, 
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citizens  of  the  North-westom  Territory,  to  romonatrftte  against  his  1 
CDnduct.  In  doing  this,  air,  no  circumstance  shall  l)e  stated  whicl*  J 
am  not  bo  euK-^tantiatcd  by  pro])C'r  testituouy.  1  will  not  trouble  i 
you  with  every  nt-t  of  Guvernor  St,  Clair  which  haa  caused  discoid  J 
tent,  but  will  couGuq  myself  to  those  which  have  given  general  di»-  J 
Batiafaction,  Anil  which  have  t^ufled,  in  their  conaequences,  to  pro- 4 
duco  ferment  and  cunfueiun  in  his  guvernraent. 

I  am  well  assured,  eir,  that  you  will  need  do  arguments  to  con- 
vince you  timt  tilers  Is  alwuys  much  difficulty  in  esiuhli^hing  facta 
whieh  ahall  bo  tho  grounds  on  nhieh  to  faund  the  linpi-aehnient  of 
an  officer  placed  in  the  situation  of  Governor  St.  ('lair,  yet  there 
may  lie  more  than  enough  to  prove  that  the  general  tenor  of  his 
conduct  is  such  us  tij  show  him  unworthy  of  bo  high  and  confidential 
a  station  in  the  government  of  u  free  people. 

The  very  extensive  powers  given  tii  tho  Governor  by  the  Ordi- 
nance for  the  government  of  the  Territory  will,  in  almost  eveiy 
instance,  he  resorted  to  as  a  i^liield  to  defend  him  against  complaint. 
But,  when  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct  is  marked  with  a  design 
to  promote  his  own  pecuniarj-  interests  and  gratify  his  ambitious  and 
tyrannical  dispfjsition,  regardlesM  of  the  welfare  and  happineas  of 
the  people  governed  by  him,  I  trust,  sir,  that  a  wise  and  just  gov- 
ernment (which  I  believe  that  of  the  United  States  to  be,  and  to 
whieli  the  people  of  the  Kortli-westem  Territory  look  up  for  protec- 
tion and  a  distribution  of  equal  rights  and  justice)  will  not  Ire  re- 
gardless of  their  well-fnunded  complaints.  To  prove  what  has  been 
asserted,  let  facts  he  stated  which  ciiii  not  l>e  confuted  : ' 


ful 


Accompnnyini;  Mr.  Wurthingtmi's 
mulntud  by  llio  Cliillicollie  junta,  a: 


charges  wliluh  hnd  been 
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[JiTED  States  aoainst 
[>«  ijy  TiiK  Tebihtorv 
BiVKR   Oino.     Pkawn 

t    TUOMAS   WOBTUIKO- 
TON,  AOENT   or   THB   STATE   PaRTY,  AKD    liEl'UBLlCAN    LbaDER. 

1.  IIo  lius  usiirpBii  legisliitivo  pnwers,  by  llm  creution  of  courts  niicl  loca- 
tion of  tlic  MMls  uf  justice  by  procluinutkm,  on  his  own  solo  nuthorily. 

2.  Ho  Ims  iiiisusuU  Um  pi>wur  of  negativing  lugUlative  acta  by  putting  his 
ncgnlivu  on  laws  useful  »iiU  u^cussury  for  tho  Territory. 

3.  Ho  lias  refused  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  ofGco  but  on  the  paymenl 
of  Hrbitrary  fees  nut  established  by  nny  lawful  authority. 

4.  Ho  hiis  negatived  HCts  <>r  tho  lej;islntiiru  abolishine  those  fees,  and 
p]isscd  their  not  giving  him  $500,  nivunt  tis  a  compensation  for  that  abolition, 
thereby  hiildini-  both  tlio  fues  nnd  cum  pun  sat  ion. 

5.  llo  has  uttempti^d  to  cffett  tho  dismemberment  of  tho  Terrilorj,  and  to 
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He  has  wantonly  rejected  laws  passed  bj  the  representatives  for 
the  good  of  the  people,  and  as  wantonly  usurped  the  power  of  erect- 
ing new  counties  contrary  to  any  consideration  of  words,  and  when 
the  united  voice  of  two  branches  of  the  legislature  remonstrated 
against  it.  At  the  commencement  of  the  first  session  of  the  terri- 
torial legislature,  in  1799,  sundry  petitions  were  presented  to  the 
Governor  praying  that  new  counties  might  be  laid  out ;  these  peti- 
tions were  sent  down  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  peti- 
tioners informed  by  the  Governor  that  they  mnst  apply  to  their 
representatives,  as  his  powers  to  lay  out  new  counties  ceased  with 
the  commencement  of  the  representative  government.*  Six  laws 
were  therefore  passed  erecting  new  counties  by  two  branches  of  the 
legislature,  all  of  which  were  (not  until  the  day  he  prorogued  the 
assembly,  nor  was  his  change  in  opinion  known  before)  rejected. 
Five  other  laws  were  rejected — in  all  eleven  at  the  same  session — 
the  expense  of  which  to  the  Territory  could  not  be  less  than  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  near  one  third  of  the  labors  of  the  session 
were  lost.  The  Governor's  address  to  the  assembly  on  the  last  day 
of  the  session  will  be  found,  and  will  verify  the  foregoing  charge.^ 

He  has,  in  the  appointment  of  civil  officers  in  the  new  counties 

destroy  its  constitutional  boundaries,  in  order  to  prevent  its  advancement  to 
those  rigiits  of  self-government  to  which  its  numbers  would  entitle  it. 

6.  He  has  granted  commissions  generally  during  pleasure;  but  that  of 
Attorney-General  to  his  own  son  during  good  behavior. 

7.  Ho  has  endeavored  arbitrarily  to  influence  and  control  the  proceedings 
of  the  judiciary,  and  has  revoked  or  effected  a  surrender  of  the  commissions 
of  those  who  have  refused  to  bend  to  his  will. 

8.  He  has  appointed  persons  residing  out  of  a  county  to  offices  the  duties 
of  which  were  to  be  habitually  performed  within  them. 

9.  He  has  [neglected  and  thereby  ^]  obstructed  the  organization  and  dis- 
ciplining of  a  militia  for  the  defense  of  the  Territory,  by  withholding  the 
appointment  of  officers  eighteen  months  after  a  law  had  passed  establishing 
them. 

10.  He  has  avowed  his  hostility  to  the  form  and  substance  of  republican 
government  [and  contempt  of  militia  regulations*]. 

*  There  was  no  evidence  furnished  to  substantiate  this  statement.  The 
Governor's  views  as  to  his  powers  under  the  Ordinance  are  frequently  and 
forcibly  set  forth  in  the  preceding  pages. 

2  See  page  661. 

(1)  Added  by  Thomas  Worthington. 

(2)  There  were  eleven  charges  ns  drawn  up  by  Nathaniel  Massie,  but  the  last  was 
not  Inserted  in  the  copy  submitted  to  the  President  by  Colonel  Worthington,  which 
is  in  his  handwriting.    The  eleventh  charge  was  as  follows  : 

11.  He  is  in  the  habit  of  indulging  himself  in  arbitrary  and  rude  conduct  toward 
those  who  have  to  transact  business  with  him,  or  under  him. 
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Meal  of  the  Territory,  when;hy  the 
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organization/  although  a  good  militia  law  has  been  enacted  for  two 
years  past. 

He  has  created,  and  endeavored  to  attach  to  himself  a  party,* 


*  In  view  of  the  utterances  of  the  Governor  on  the  occasion  of  his  first 
public  appearance  in  the  Territory;  of  his  work  on  the  first  law  adopted, 
which  was  a  law  to  organize  the  militia;  of  subsequent  recommendations, 
and  of  his  public  remarks  to  the  militia  of  Hamilton  county  at  a  Fourth 
of  July  celebration,  the  boldness  of  this  charge  is  remarkable.  But  it 
is  made  to  appear  more  ridiculous  when  placed  side  by  side  with  the  follow- 
ing communications,  addressed  to  Nathaniel  Massie,  author  of  the  charges 
laid  before  the  President,  on  this  very  militia  subject,  in  the  year  1800: 

Governor  St.  Clair  to  Colonel  Nathaniel  Massie. 

Cincinnati,  April  21,  1800. 
Sir  : — Herewith  you  will  receive  the  act  regulating  the  militia.  You  will 
observe  that  by  the  seventh  section  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments, 
battalions,  and  companies  are  required  to  meet  at  the  court-houses  of  the 
respective  counties  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  next,  and  to  divide  the 
counties  into  districts,  to  be  designated  by  and  within  certain  lines  and  limits, 
which  are  to  be  recorded.  At  the  same  time,  a  perfect  return  of  the  officers 
of  the  militia  in  each  county  must  bo  made  and  transmitted  to  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant-General  at  Cincinnati,  accompanied  with  an  accurate  list  of  the 
numbers  wanting  to  complete  the  establishment.  To  fill  up  the  vacancies 
in  your  county  I  will  take  it  as  a  favor  of  you  to  mention  the  persons  who 
seem  to  you  best  qualified.  I  am,  sir,  etc. 

Governor  St.  Clair  to  Colonel  N.  Massie. 

Cincinnati,  August  20,  1800. 
Sir  : — On  the  foregoing  page  is  the  duplicate  of  a  letter  I  wrote  to  you  on 
the  21st  of  April,  to  which  I  have  received  no  answer;  neither  has  the  di- 
vision of  the  county  of  Adams  into  company  districts,  or  the  list  of  officers 
wanting  to  complete  the  militia  to  the  new  establishment  been  received  at 
the  Adjutant-General's  office.  You  mu.^t  be  sensible,  sir,  that  without  them 
the  militia  can  not  be  organized  conformablv  to  law,  as  well  as  of  the  ill- 
consequence  that  may  flow  from  a  neglect  of  it.  I  requ»^st,  sir,  that  they  may 
be  no  longer  delayed,  and  am,  etc. 

2  One  can  imagine  the  broad  smile  that  must  have  spread  over  the  face  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  when  he  read  that  solemn  accusation  from  the  pen  of  his 
ambitious  pijlitical  manager  in  the  new  Republican  State.  Perhaps  his 
thoughts  wc-nt  buck  to  the  time  when,  while  Secretary  of  State  in  the  cabi- 
net of  AVashington,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  political  organization 
destined  to  endure  longer  than  any  other  in  America,  and  to  the  success  of 
his  own  plans,  which  had  elevated  him  to  the  Presidency.  He  must  have 
felt  a  touch  of  sympathy  for  poor  St.  Clair,  while  admiring  the  clever  skill 
of  his  friend  Worthington  in  rounding  a  period  on  the  civil  service  to  catch 
the  popular  ear. 
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injiinptioji   with   llieai  has  made  attempts,  unci 
iiri-.vil.'il,  tu  ^Ic^troy  the  harmony  and  divide  ihi 
ii|ilv.   nilociios  to  prumot*  the  local  intereata 
iitliy  L'ulisliiig  parliMina  to  support  his  views, 
liiT  ihf  1)mii!i«Im  uf  liie  States  in  the  Territory  ■ 
;.ivi.Tiirpr,  uiul  !iii,-  been  supports!  by  his  influenc 
i'iilfltiT  written  liyhim  tu  Mr.  Pickering,'  then 
ill  IWi'iiiln'r,  ]7y'J,  or  in  the  sueceeding  months 
hiiury,  ]«IW,  can  be  found  in  the  office  of  the 
il  Mill  pLovo  tliis  assertion  beyond  a  doubt,  for  i' 
ly  phiii  whiv-li  tlie  tioveruorand  his  party  havi 
il!  (lilt  ti>  iUl'  [Secretary  of  State,  and  it  was  uij 
iliiil   ilic  then  ailmingtration  should  procure  a  d 
i:iiiiiii   iif   tbo  Territory  so  as  to  prevent  any 
nil  iiidi'pfiidriit  State;  because,  when  they  did  t 
n'  vii'iv.-i  (.f  ilic  adnuuistratiou.     It  will  be  prop 
'  1  h:vl  Mr.  Pii-litTiug  permitted  Mr.  Harrison,  the 
[ili.li'.Li'iilc]  ill  Cougreris,  to  read  this  letter,' asd 
III!  ilif  ■■jiiuie  day,  stated  to  me  the  substance  th 
IliiiL'  111  :.oii|»'>rt  with  his  d epos itiou  what  I  ha 
1-  iii;n  krd  ■• ;!  "  i^  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
.nii-..!!/  and  puiiiis  out  the  .■^ame  plan,  but  in  i 
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Edwabd  Tiffin  to  Thomas  Worthington. 

Chillicothe,  February  l«f,  1802. 

Dear  Sir: — By  the  last  mail  I  received  your  first  letter  from 
Washington,  dated  January  14th,  1802,  and  am  glad  to  find  that 
you  are  encouraged  to  hope  that  you  will  finally  succeed  in  the  ob- 
jects of  your  mission. 

I  have  used  every  exertion  to  get  Colonel  Massie  to  draw  up  and 
forward  on  his  charges.  We  appointed  three  different  times  to  meet 
on  that  business.  I  always  attended,  but  could  never  get  him  there. 
He  has,  before  I  received  yours,  left  town,  and  when  I  shall  again  see 
him  I  know  not.  I  for\varded  on,  by  last  post,  three  depositions.  I 
did  not  certify  that  Colonel  Finley  was  a  justice  of  the  pleas 
through  neglect.  I  now  inclose  a  certificate  to  attend  them,  should 
you  be  disposed  to  make  any  use  of  them. 

With  respect  to  a  State  Government,  I  have  endeavored  to  get  a 
meeting  of  the  committee ;  they  are  of  opinion  that  all  the  |)etitioners 
to  the  petitions  already  forwarded  may  be  considered  as  petitioning 
for  a  State  government,  and  I  do  assure  you  that  a  desire  for  a 
change  of  government  is  still  increasing  throughout  the  Territory, 
and  could  any  thing  be  done  this  session  of  Congress  towards  it,  the 
people  would  be  highly  gratified ;  almost  all  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  before  they  left  this  place,  declared  that 

and  ferry  licenses  had  better  be  ignored  for  the  future.     To  this  gentle  hint 
St.  Clair  responded  in  a  note  dated: 

Washington,  June  23(f,  1802. 

.  .  .  A  stop  shall  be  put  to  the  fees  immediately.  There  are  few  in- 
struments so  carefully  drawn  that  different  people  will  not  differ  about  their 
true  construction.  The  construction  of  the  Ordinance  for  the  government 
assumed  by  me,  as  it  respects  counties,  I  thought  right,  and  it  has  been 
acted  upon  with  the  single  view  of  producing  the  general  good  of  the 
counties  respectively,  without  respect  of  persons;  but,  since  the  Executive 
has  thought  it  wrong,  I  shall  certainly  correct  the  error  in  future.  I  request 
you,  sir,  to  have  the  goodness  to  convey  to  the  President  the  sentiments  of  my 
high  respect,  and  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  delicate  manner  in  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  communicate  the  animadversions,  which,  to  my  ex- 
treme regret,  he  has  had  occasion  to  make.  A.  St.  Clair. 

Before  this  result  is  reached  there  are  other  letters  which  will  engage  our 
attention,  and  which  will  occasion  surprise  and  reflection.  In  striking  con- 
trast with  this  desperate  scheme  of  a  few  men  to  secure  the  removal  of  the 
veteran  St.  Clair,  are  his  references  to  them  in  preceding  letters,  as,  for  ex- 
ample, that  to  Timothy  Pickering,  March  80,  1800,  ante.  But  we  are  in  the 
very  mid-summer  days  of  party  passion,  when  reason  and  a  sense  of  justice^ 
no  longer  control  the  actions  of  men. 


The  St.  Clair  Popers. 
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they  now  suw  notliJng  but  u  chuiige  could  remedy  tlie  evi 
labored  under,  and  that  they  heartily  wished  it  could  be  pfftci 
Mr.  Smith  is  sorry  he  voted  for  an  alleration  in  the  boumlarv  lii>«t' 
Lau^bam  is,  I  am  told,  ntiw  a  gruat  advocate  for  a  Stalo  govern- 
nicut,  aod  prumiaes  the  ixyiplt;  h\«  exertions — hut  a  nai'  el^vtunt, 
tdi'ich  i»  apjiroaehintf,  htu  mwh  him  a  convert.  I  forgot  in  my  Inul  to 
meutiou  tn  you  that  the  militia  law  is  amended  so  as  to  rejieal  all 
that  part  which  provides  for  the  appointment  of  general  oflii'crs.  I 
opposed  it  violentfy  in  the  House  and  got  it  thrown  out.  But  the 
OuuDcil  originated  a  new  bill  at  the  close  of  the  session  and  got  it 
pa*e<;(l.  r  am  informed  the  Governor  intends  to  start  in  a  week  or 
two  fir  WnshingUin.  What  are  his  objects  I  know  not.  Mcltlillaa 
is  e3Ci>Pctcd  ihiily  thmugli  here  also.  The  people  at  Cmcinnati  have 
raised  four  hundrcii  dollars  by  subscription,  and  jtay  him  six  dollars 
per  day  to  assist  Mr,  Fearing.  You  see  they  think  their  Diana  in 
danger.' 


Nathastel  Mashie  to  Thomas  WoBTmNGTOs. 

Chillicothe,  FdtrvarySth,  1802. 
Dear  Str: — Your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  together  with  your 

two  other  letters,  came  safe  to  baud:  lu  the  hurrj'  of  writing  this 
letter,  I  can  only  tell  y(m  that  I  uow  inclose  you  tlie  several  proclama- 
tions asked  ior,  and  by  the  next  mail  you  will  receive  the  charges 
against  tlie  Governor  in  due  lorm.  Huti'er  nif,  my  dear  sir,  to  tell 
you  that  I  am  highly  gratified  with  your  conduct,  and  il'  you  can 
remain  a  short  time  hmger  you  will  be  a.«sisteil  with  all  the  aid  that 
we  cau  give  you.  However,  I  believe  you  have  never  tliought  that 
we  would  not  aHlird  you  every  assistance  that  was  in  our  [wiwer. 

You  have  l)een  ]ileascd  to  ol)ser\-e,  in  oue  of  your  letters,  that  in 
case  the  old  man  was  removed  who  was  to  be  the  man,  and  asked 
me  whctJior  I  ivould  acecjit  nf  the  office.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  under 
the  c-ircu 111:- lances  in  which  I  at  present  stand,  nothing  on  earth 
woiiKl  induce  me  to  accept  of  the  office.  Sly  first  and  greatest  wish 
is  to  get  him  from  the  head  of  our  government,  and  then  I  am  sure 
some  suitable  character  might  be  found.  I  differ  from  you  in 
opinion,  and  in  that  difference  you  will  readily  reconcile  to  yourself 
that  our  object  is  the  same,  viz :  The  happiness  of  our  country  is 
our  primary  object.  Such,  I  Iwlieve,  to  be  yours.  Any  person  that 
is  not  a  resident  will  come  to  this  country  unconnected  with  party 

'  MS.  Worthing/on  Pnpert. 
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concerns.  Such  I  must  view  every  character  at  present  among  us, 
and  most  probably  such  a  person  will  give  more  general  satisfaction 
than  any  other.  However  high  I  respect  my  country,  I  must  be 
suffered  to  tell  you  that  a  short  time  hence  I  will  not  be  seen  in  pub- 
lic life ;  not  that  I  believe  myself  possessed  of  any  extraordinary 
talents  to  render  my  country  that  service  which  at  present  she  re- 
quires, but  I  believe,  after  a  State  government  is  formed,  I  can,  with 
safety  and  peace  of  mind,  remain  at  home,  where  social  happiness  is 
only  to  be  found.  I  am  now  writing  with  our  friend  Tiffin,  who 
will  probably  tell  you  something  more  than  I  do  at  present.  I  must, 
before  I  close  this  letter,  inform  you  that  at  our  next  session  the 
prospect  of  a  State  government  is  greater  than  it  has  ever  been 
since  our  acquaintance 


Governor  St.  Clair  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  President. 

Cincinnati,  February  13^i,  1802. 
Sir: — It  is  most  probable  that  the  violent  exertions  made  last 
winter,  when  my  term  of  office  expired,  by  some  j)ersons  from  this 
Territory,  in  order  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  it,  did  not  escape  your 
notice,  but  it  may  not  have  come  to  your  knowledge  that,  to  accom- 
plish that  object,  the  basest  means,  the  vilest  falsehoods,  and  the 
foulest  calumnies  were  resorted  to;  nor  that,  at  the  very  moment, 
they  were,  every  one  of  them,  guilty  of  the  blackest  ingratitude. 
By  letter,  sir,  received  from  Washington  by  the  last  mail,  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  same  persons,  or  some  of  them,  are  now  endeavor- 
ing by  like  means  to  ruin  me  with  you,  and  scruple  not  to  opine  that 
my  removal  is  decided  on.  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  case  is  not  so. 
If  they  have,  sir,  found  their  way  to  you,  I  entreat  you  not  to  give 
implicit  credit  to  their  suggestions. 

For  ten  years  of  the  twelve  I  have  held  the  government,  the  con- 
fidence, the  aj)probation,  and  the  good  wishes  of  the  people  con- 
stantly attended  me,  nor  would  tliese  have  been  lessened  but  for  the 
insidious  practices  of  those  aspiring  individuals. 

I  dare  to  challenge  the  whole  world  to  produce  an  occasion  in  my 
administration  in  which  a  single  individual  has  met  with  opposition 
to  an  act  to  further  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  people. 

To  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects  I  have  given  up  the  best 
years  of  my  life,  at  the  expense  of  my  health  and  fortune.  It  is 
certainly  true  that  I  have,  all  along,  used  my  best  endeavors  to  keep 

*  MS.  Worihingion  Papers. 


"y  f;"-mi'i^'  (lie  i)c<.])lu  I 
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loss  .,f  Miy  ,.ffi,;e    wolil.l 

lbr,tlKm-li  theduiiesoi 
more  thau  twelve  yoare, 
the  maititeniince  of  my 
lowed  up  much,  indeed, 
single  cent  being  saved 
have  been  sacrificing  to 
it.  But  a  removal  can 
reputation,  and  that,  1 1 
you,  sir,  if  it  should  see. 
may  have  been  made,  tl 
pone  it  until  I  can  have 
or  that  you  will  please  b 


Edward  Tif 


Dear  Sir: — I  take  up 
St.  Clair  this  day  arrived 
ington.  I  expect  you  wi 
rive,  and  jirejiare  yourse 
have  received  every  doci 
support  the  charges  exhil 
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report  of  the  committee  on  the  North-western  Territory  business, 
inclosed  by  Mr.  Fowler.  I  also,  for  the  first  time,  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Fearing,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  report.  He  wishes  me 
to  write  him  information  how  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ross  have 
been  taken  into  any  new  county  since  the  taking  of  the  late  census. 
I  shall  answer  his  letter,  but  will  be  very  careful  that  he  shall  gather 
no  information  from  me  on  thai  or  any  other  subject,  as  I  have  no 
confidence  in  his  representations,  and  I  expect  you  are  fully  informed 
on  that  head. 

As  far  as  I  can  discover,  the  principles  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  will  l)e  pleasing,  and,  in  my  opinion,  very  advan- 
tageous to  our  new  State.  I  am  delighted  with  the  idea  of  striking 
the  line  through  the  southerly  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan.  My 
reasons  for  wishing  the  line  in  that  direction  will  hy  ycm  be  soon  an- 
ticipated. 

Major  Ludlow  was  here  and  called  to  see  me  the  other  day.  He 
says  Governor  St.  Clair  will  be  elected  to  the  convention  from  Ham- 
ilton. I  think  he  ought  to  have  cut  out  a  small  county,  including 
Cincinnati,  before  he  could  have  counted  on  his  election.  However, 
I  shall  be  happy  to  meet  him  on  equal  ground  in  the  convention. 
Ludlow  also  thinks  he  will  be  elected  Governor  under  the  new  order 
of  things,  or,  in  otiier  ivord^i,  he  thinks  as  some  of  the  people  of 
Cincinnati  do,  but  not  as  the  sovereign  people  do  throughout  the 
Territory. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  expect  the  Governor  will  be  removed,  and 
am  sorry  a  proj)er  successor  can  not  be  fixed  upon.  It  will  be  no 
object  for  the  acceptance  of  a  stranger  to  the  Territory,  as  the  office 
will  soon  be  vacated  by  a  State  government.  I  think  some  popular 
citizen  might  easily  be  found  who  would  be  pleasing  to  the  people ; 
if  that  should  be  a  matter  of  difficulty,  perhaps  my  idea  of  this 
subject  might  meet  yours,  which  is,  that  the  Governor  might  be 
removed  or  susi)ended,  and  let  tlie  Secretary  discharge  the  duties, 
agreeably  to  law,  until  the  new  government  should  be  organized,  as 
the  duties  will  l>e  but  trifling. 

Please  send  me  a  copy  of  the  bill  as  soon  as  it  passes  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  blanks  filled  up. 

We  are  all  much  impressed  with  the  obligations  we  are  under  to 
you  for  your  persevering  and  unremitting  attention  to  our  concerns.* 


*  MS,  Worthington  Papers. 
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Bemarks  of  Mb.  Fearing 
Representatives  on 
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TORY  AH  A  State  int< 
Mr.  Fearing  said  he  shoi 
ground  of  expeilieucy.  A 
liastily  he  had  not  had  an 
ente,  to  many  of  wlnnn  he 
commitlec.  He  wmld,  tl 
■nedicucy  of  it  uniil  a  hill  ' 
lutiuu  iK'iiig  agrt'cd  lo,  i>xp 
constituents. 

But  he  was  opiHisod  to  tl 
He  c<mci'ive.I  Ciiufrre-'s  ha 
for  calling  a  convention. 
or  under  the  eoni|KU'i,  tha 
into  the  Union  ^Ixnild  tor 
gross  can  give  their  a.^sent 
before  the  iMipuhitinn  anioi 
tends  no  farther.  The  n. 
ia  in  the  nalur.'  i>f  a  tri^nti 
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the  Territory  may  see  fit.  Can  Congress  exercise  power  given  ex- 
clusively to  the  people  ?  He  conceived  it  would  be  as  great  an  en- 
croachment m)on  their  rights  to  say  they  should  meet  together  in 
convention  and  form  a  constitution,  as  it  would  be  to  say  so  to  any 
State  in  the  Union. 

Gentlemen  may  say  that  thi^  power  is  given  to  Congress  by  the 
consent  of  the  people.  The  printed  documents  accompanying  the 
report,  if  they  mean  any  thing,  mean  to  express  the  opinion  of  the 
people.  [Mr.  F.  here  quoted  parts  of  a  letter.]  Now,  if  this  com- 
mittee at  Chillicothe  speaks  the  voice  of  the  Western  Territory, 
the  Congress  have  the  right  contended  for;  but  this  the  citizens 
of  other  towns  and  counties  will  not  admit.  What  example  will 
the  adoption  of  this  measure  hold  out  to  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory? If  Congress  violates  the  compact,  will  not  the  people  of 
the  Territory  have  an  equal  right  to  violate  it?  He  hoped,  for 
these  reasons,  that  Congress  would,  on  their  part,  preserve  it  in- 
violate. 

Mr.  Griswold,  of  Connecticut:  **This  is  not  the  first  project 
started  this  session  that  goes  to  a  consolidation  and  destruction 
of  all  the  States.  That  this  will  be  the  eifect  of  the  present  meas- 
ure can  not,  I  think,  be  denied.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territory?  They  are  not,  it  is  true,  as  to  every  purpose 
of  government,  a  State;  but  they  have  a  complete  legislature,  as 
fully  comiKjtent  to  legislate  as  the  legislature  of  Maryland  or  any 
other  legislature  in  the  Union.  They  are  fully  comj^etent  to  the 
making  of  all  laws  to  regulate  the  internal  concerns  of  the  govern- 
ment. Now,  these  resolutions  go  to  interfere  with  these  internal 
concerns,  and  to  regulate  them  by  law.  When  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  undertakes  to  decide  the  terms  on  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  shall  be  chosen,  I  ask  him,  where  is  the 
power?  Are  not  the  powers  of  the  territorial  legislature  as  full 
as  those  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  and  have  we  not  as  good 
a  right  to  interfere  with  the  State  concerns  of  Maryland  as  to  in- 
terfere with  the  concerns  of  the  Territory?  I  call,  then,  upon  gen- 
tlemen to  say  whether  they  are  willing  to  sanction  a  principle  that 
goes  to  the  length  of  the  consolidation  of  these  States?  We  have 
the  determination  of  the  legislature  of  the  Territory  that  it  is  not 
desirous  of  forming  a  constitution  at  this  time.  If,  then,  we  go 
abreast  of  that  determination  of  one  legislature,  why  not  of  an- 
other? If  we  go  abreast  of  that  of  the  North-western  Territory, 
why  not  go  abreast  of  that  of  Maryland  ?  If,  too,  you  may  legis- 
VOL.  n — 37 
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impose  a  convention  upon  these  people  without  their  consent.  The 
question,  then,  is,  whether  it  is,  or  is  not,  the  object  of  these  resolu- 
tions to  impose  a  convention.  Let  us  turn  to  the  third  resolution, 
which  is  calculated  in  express  words  for  calling  a  convention  by  a 
law  of  the  United  States,  and  taking  the  population  of  the  last  cen- 
sus as  the  basis  of  representation.  If  the  principle  be  a  sound  one, 
that  we  have  a  right  to  impose  a  convention  on  the  people  of  the 
Territory  without  their  consent,  how  are  the  opinions  of  the  people 
on  the  calling  of  the  convention  to  be  obtained?  How  is  their  con- 
sent to  elect  delegates  to  be  obtained  ?  The  consent  expressed  on 
the  face  of  the  petition  before  you  can  not  be  said  to  be  legal  con- 
sent. How  else,  then,  can  such  coasent  be  obtained?  I  answer,  in 
no  other  way  than  by  an  act  of  the  territorial  legislature,  or  by  going 
round  to  every  man  in  the  Territory  and  obtaining  his  opinion. 

*'  If  this  be  left  undone  until  the  election  for  members  of  the  con- 
vention, the  result  will  be  a  partial  expression  of  the  public  mind ; 
for  one  man  may  vote,  and  another  refuse  to  vote.  Thus,  you  may 
get  a  partial  convention,  composed  of  a  few  demagogues.  I  say, 
therefore,  that  however  defective  the  provisions  of  the  compact,  you 
must  obtain  the  consent  of  the  territorial  legislature  before  you  take 
the  step  of  calling  a  convention.  Believing  the  inevitable  effect  of 
these  resolutions  will  be  to  impose  a  convention  on  the  Territory,  I 
am  justified  in  saying  they  involve  an  usurpation  of  power  by  the 
United  States — a  power  not  belonging  to  them.  If  the  resolutions 
amount  to  any  thing,  they  amount  to  this. 

**  If  gentlemen  will  first  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Territory  in  a 
proper  mode,  though  their  population  does  not  amount  to  sixty 
thousand,  I  will  consent  to  their  admission  into  the  Union.  I  am 
disposed  to  let  them  act  for  themselves — to  divide  or  not  divide  the 
Territory  into  States,  as  they  please ;  but  I  am  against  imposing 
any  thing  upon  them  contrary  to  their  will.  They  are  more  deeply 
interested  than  we  are  in  the  establishment  of  a  proj)er  form  of  gov- 
ernment. They,  and  not  we,  are  to  be  bound  by  it.  They,  then, 
ought,  in  its  establishment,  to  act  for  themselves,  and  not  we  for 
them.  I  contend  that  such  a  measure  is  extraordinarv  in  this  coun- 
try.  I  know  that  it  has  been  practiced  in  other  countries.  I  know 
that  in  Switzerland,  and  in  Holland,  the  people  were  told  by  the  Re- 
public of  France  they  had  bad  constitutions  which  required  alter- 
ation, and  that  the  Republic,  with  sisterly  kindness — without  asking 
their  consent — imposed  conventions  upon  them,  which  formed  en- 
tirely new  systems  of  government;  but  I  trust  the  same  thing 
will  not  be  done  here. 


i 


**  I  say,  again,  we  have 
the  principle  upon  which 
have  stated,  and  may,  if 
applied  to  all  the  State's, 
head,  as  complete  as  those 
firet,^eraay  interfere  wit 

*  The  measure  passed  and  c 
suggestion  of  Colonel  Worth; 
the  legislature  or  the  people  t 

time  of  holding  an  election  for 
arranged  the  districts  and  pro 

had  provided  that  the  constitii 

people  for  approval.     To  mak, 

can,  the  Michigan  district  was 

Ordinance,  and  made  a  part  oi 

"I  have  conversed  with  sevi 

ley  from  Detroit  to  Jacob  Bu 

and  are  desirous  of  becomings 

they  are  generally  convinced  tl 

»s  respects  this  countv,  it  beinc 

pact  contained  in  the  Ordinanc< 

served  to  themselves  the  privilc 

the  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan 
'•orthofsaid  line  into  one  or  m. 
another  Territory.   Should  the  v 

east  and  west  lines  alluded  to  th< 
eluded  in  the  new  State;  and.  as  t 


-»*n  Ml       ■     ■'Mf"*i|>^ 
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Governor  St.  Clair  to  George  Tod. 

Washington  City,  April  21  dj  1802. 

Sir : — Before  this  time  you  will  have  heard  that  a  bill  has  passed 

the  House  of  Representatives  for  admittiug  the  Territory — should 

it  be  the  wish  of  the  people — into  the  Union  as  an  independent 

State.     It  ha.s  not  yet  passed  the  Senate,  and  the  fate  of  it  is  rather 

politichl  squabbles  of  tho  Territory.  But  seeing  how  lightly  the  majority  of 
that  once  respectable  body  have  treated  important  subjects,  I  am  not  sur- 
prised at  what  they  have  done  with  respect  to  us. 

"You  state  in  your  letter  that  you  can  not  believe  that  the  convention 
will  accept  tho  law  as  it  now  stands,  with  the  clogs  that  hang  to  it.  1  differ 
with  you  in  opinion  on  that  bead — nay,  I  am  persuaded  that,  were  it  ten 
times  more  degrading  to  the  people  of  the  Territory  than  it  is,  it  would  be 
greedily  snatched  at  by  a  majority,  which,  from  the  exclusion  of  the  county 
of  Wayne,  they  are  sure  of.  But,  sir,  supposing  the  county  of  AVayne 
should  elect  delegates,  and  send  them  forward  to  the  convention,  what  secu- 
rity would  they  have  of  a  bare  protection?  "Would  they  not  feel  the  morti- 
fication of  personal  insults?  From  the  temper  of  u  majority  of  the  citizens 
of  that  place  (Chillicothe)  last  winter,  which  you  must  know  as  well  as 
myself,  I  realh'  believe  that  their  persons  would  be  in  danger.  At  all  events, 
I  am  not  personally  disposed  to  make  the  experiment.  Yet,  I  will  do  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  stir  up  the  citizens  of  Wayne  to  claim  their  violated 
rights.  I  thought  that  a  petition,  in  the  nature  of  a  memorial,  accompanied 
by  an  agent,  would  have  every  effect  that  could  be  answered  by  sending  dele- 
gates. If  they  should  be  determined  strictly  to  adhere  to  one  law,  neither 
would  answer  any  purpose;  but,  if  they  felt  disposed  to  favor  us,  arrange- 
ments would  be  made  for  citing  us." 

At  a  meeting  held  at  Dayton,  the  action  of  Congress  was  reprehended. 
*' We  consider  the  late  law  of  Congress  for  the  admission  of  this  Territory 
into  the  Union,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  calling  a  convention  and  regulating 
the  election  of  its  members,  as  an  act  of  legislative  usurpation  of  power  prop- 
erly the  province  of  the  territorial  legislature,  bearing  a  striking  similarity 
to  tho  course  of  Great  Britain  imposing  laws  on  the  provinces.  We  view  it 
as  unconstitutional,  as  a  bad  precedent,  and  unjust  and  partial  as  to  the  rep- 
resentation in  the  different  counties. 

*'  We  wish  t>ur  legislature  to  be  called  immediately  to  pass  a  law  to  take 
tho  enumeration,  to  call  a  convention,  and  to  regulate  the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  the  same,  and  also  the  time  and  place  for  the  meeting. 

"  Under  the  existing  laws,  we  are  not  enabled  to  elect  members  to  the 
legislature  and  to  the  convention,  as  the  elections  for  both  are  ordered  on 
the  same  day,  and,  as  to  us,  at  places  fifty  miles  apart.'' 

Tho  resolution  aho  expressed  a  wish  that  the  convention,  when  met, 
should  ask  of  Congress  an  alteration  of  the  Ordinance  relating  to  the  divis- 
ion of  the  Territory  so  as  to  include  the  country  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of 
the  Ohio  in  one  State,  subject  to  become  two  States  a?  soon  as  a  majority  of 
the  citizens  inhabiting  the  same  might  deem  it  expedient. 


1( 


self,  ridiculed  liiis  obscrvti 
own  By^tcra,  declared  hn: 
and  that  a  iiionarchv  iva 
dured — aud  the  L'liitcd  P 
aliu.  To  these  I  have  rei 
the  message  of  the  Prepii! 
didly  state,  as  well  as  I  v 
that  evening  in  your  rfn 
message.  Sly  aus-wer  wu 
many  excellent  thingw  iu 
though  I  should  certainly 
was  an  experiment  I  did  i 
public  credit  would  be  at 
destroyeil,  a  new  rcvoiuti' 
might  land  us  no  man  coi 
republics  that  hnd  gone 
pieces,  and  drenching  our 
quietly  down  into  a  niona 
Ut  me  (and  I  have  slated 
cautions  what  I  said,  tliaf 
people  axsemblcfl  to  overii 
ply  was,  "  If  that  is  the  c 
I  shall  hear  of  it  again,  sii 
Soon  after  this,  Coli.nel  La 
came  ujwjn  the  car[)el.     I 
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which  is  the  expression  it  is  said  I  made  use  of.  I  observed  further, 
that  the  President  seemed  i)erl'ectly  to  know,  and  had  pointed  out 
the  proper  use  of  militia  on  great  occasions,  to  make  some  head 
against  an  enemy  until  a  better  and  more  effective  force  could  be 
raised  and  collected.  From  hence  was  deduced  my  contempt  of  the 
militia,  and  a  wish  for  a  standing  army.  I  have  stated  further, 
that,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  after  being  informed  of  the  listen- 
ers, I  did  say  a  great  many  things  that  were  neither  meant  nor 
recollected,  and  intended  only  for  them ;  but  positively  denied  that 
one  disresjxictful  word  of  the  President  passed  my  lips.  Now,  sir, 
what  I  would  request  of  you  is  to  endeavor  to  recollect  what  you 
can  of  this  night's  conversation,  to  commit  it  to  writing,  and  send 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  whom  I  have  informed  I  would  ask  this 
favor  of  you,  and  that  you  should  address  it  to  him,  as  I  will  not  be 
here.  Your  relation  of  the  matter,  I  am  sure,  will  be  a  candid  one, 
and  of  the  truth  I  am  not  afraid.^ 


Paul  Fearing  to  Governor  St.  Clair. 

Wasiiinuton,  May  1,  1802. 
Sir : — ^The  act  j)assed  Congress  yesterday  authorizing  us  to  form 
a  constitution.  The  Senate,  on  the  third  reading,  reinstated  the 
parts  they  had  stricken  out,  and  our  House  agreed  to  the  few  amend- 
ments proposed  by  them.  The  Convention  are  to  meet  at  Chilli- 
cothe  the  first  Monday  of  Xoveml)er  next.  They  are  authorized 
(at  any  rate  the  act  says  that  in  the  first  place)  to  say  wliether  they 
will  go  into  a  State  government;  and,  if  they  determine  so  to  do, 
they  then  can  either  form  a  constitution  or,  by  ordinance,  organize  a 
new  convention.  They  have  reduced  the  exemption  from  tux  to  five 
years,  and  mcmey  to  be  laid  out  on  roads  to  (me-twentieth.  I  wish 
vou  were  within  the  Territorv,  and  would  convene  the  legislature 
before  the  election  for  delegates  to  the  convention.  We  want  some 
general  system  formed,  so  that  we  may  act  together.  There  might 
})ossibly  be  time  when  you  go  in  June,  but  I  fear  you  will  not  be 
our  Governor  at  that  time.  Tlie  more  I  examine  the  law,  the  more 
I  dislike  it.  For  my  part,  I  should  be  ghid  to  see  a  convention 
formed  by  our  territorial  legislature,  witli  delegates  from  all  the 

*Seo  Judge  Tod's  loiter  to  .Mr.  3Iadison.  Wliilc  lio  was  a  strict  Republi- 
can, ho  hud  no  svmpathv  with  the  unfair  ]M)litical  warfare  hcin"'  waced 
against  the  Federalist  St.  Clair,  and  his  letter  was  a  handsome  vindication  of 
the  Governor. 


The  St.  Ctair  Pupcrs. 

■i-i.-ii.  :in.!  L-.  into  a  State  under  the  Ordinance; 
111-  111'  ih'w-M'iilcil  cifuntry  bave  done,  assume  i 
.[l.r  >.ui-  nLiii.-ii  to  (tie  Tuited  States,  for  I  bar. 
ii  Jri  \\u-  <  Inliiiiincc  nijw  binding  on  us  while  it 
,  tlir  nil,.,-  j.irty.     Jlr.  Cutler  is  stUl  here,  and 
1  iLvi-iii-  -:iiui>  |ilaii  to  frustrate  bis  friend  "Wor 
..i,,.n-  v.ill    ri.c -m  Momiflv  next.     I  ahould  b< 
yy\.      Vuii  cini  writi.>  to  Wa.-^liiiigtou  ;  it  will  be  i 

( ;r<. !:,,[.:  Tni. '  tl>  James  Madison. 

Tl:VMl!UI,l,   CuUKTV,  NORTII-WEST  TeRRTT 

May  29 

!(iu  iv.|ii,.~u'(l  liyGiivernor  St.  Clair  to  transm 

-"iilii y  i-i'i.-olleetiou  of  an  evening's  convei 

■,  uliilr  ilir  Ji'^'i.-lature  of  this  Territory  was  in  s 

i^ii-  liir]..-ii|.>i|.;ll  sii]iporttr. 

.liiiiu'i'.  sir,  with  \m  miuest,  I  will  endeavor,  at 
ririiiliiiioii.  Ill  f;ivu  j-i>H  an  accurate  relation. 
■iiiiiL'  I'l'  iIr.    tiiiv  on  which   ibo  Governor  reci 
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of  monarchy,  or  a  syllable  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  He  did,  however,  express  himself  as  an  admirer  of  our  con- 
stitution and  the  principles  of  republicanism,  as  understood  and 
practiced  by  the  late  administration,  H^  said  he  had  expended  as 
much  time  and  treasure  in  the  establishment  of  our  Government  as 
most  men.  I  did  not  hear  him  speak  one  disrespectful  word  of  the 
President,  nor  did  he  treat  the  message  with  contempt  in  the  smallest 
degree.  Much  he  said  about  our  militia  and  against  it  as  being 
inefiectual,  but  no  expression  fell  from  him  like  wishing  for  a  stand- 
ing army.  Considering  the  situation  the  Governor  w^as  in,  being 
surrounded  by  his  enemies,  listening  to  catch  every  word  which 
dropped  from  his  mouth,  much  of  his  conversation  may  be  deemed 
imprudent.  Knowing  the  vigilance  of  his  enemies,  I  did  whisper  a 
word  of  caution  to  him,  but  it  increased  the  spirit  in  which  he  sup- 
ported the  conversation.  It  is  impossible,  sir,  for  me  to  relate  the 
whole  conversation  which  passed ;  much  of  it  has  escaped  my  recol- 
lection ;  as  it  was  indifferent,  I  did  not  treasure  it  up. 

Those  who  plant  themselves  with  a  view  to  catch  what  was  spoken 
in  a  heedless  moment,  might  rememl)er  many  things  which  even 
most  enemies  would  have  forgotten,  or  kept  to  themselves. 

Had  I  thought  any  thing  he  said  could  form  a  substantial  objection 
to  his  being  continued  longer  in  the  office  he  holds,  the  impression 
upon  my  mind  would  have  been  deeper.* 

'The  above  letter  was  in  answer  to  a  very  extraordinary  document  that 
had  been  sent  to  the  President  in  December,  1801,  the  existence  of  which 
only  came  to  Governor  St.  Clair's  knowledge  in  the  spring  soon  after  his 
arrival  in  AVashington.  That  document,  which  marks  the  first  step  in  a 
new  attempt  of  the  Republican  leadere  to  get  rid  of  the  Governor,  reads  as 
foUows : 

Certificate  as  to  an  Alleged  Private  Conversation  of  Governor 

St.  Clair. 

December  26,  1801. 
We,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  do  certify  that,  being  in  tlie  house  of 
Joseph  Tiffin,  in  the  town  of  Chillicothe,  on  the  19th  day  of  December,  did, 
at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  hear  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the 
North-western  Territory,  say  and  repeat  many  words  and  sentences  in  con- 
tempt and  reproach  of  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States;  particularly 
that  the  said  Government  would  finallv  settle  down  into  an  aristocracv,  and 
from  thence  into  a  monarchy;  adding,  the  only  government  that  can  be 
supported  by  God,  and,  further,  making  several  ludicrous  and  sarcastic  ob- 
servations on  the  militia  and  the  President's  communication  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  among  which  were  the  following, 
viz:     That  the  militia  was  all  damned  nonsense,  and  that  the  objects  recom- 


The  St.  Clair  P<)pers. 

.ll-KN   .1.  .Ml,|i,^Jr..,TO  COLOSEL  WoRTuraoT 
MARifriTA,  J/aj  I 

!  uiL-  ill  fiti.'iiiiiiili,  iijiHn  l!ie  arrival  of  the  rej 

> ilir  :iihni-H.pii  i.f  the  Territory  as  a  State, 

liKii  ilrrw  ii|i  a   kiii'l  of  remonHtntucc,  procured 

..iii|.liv.-.-r.llih  Mr.  F g,  in  which  the  report  IT! 

il.iiiiil  ^liilcil  til  (.vintain  proposition.-!  tnutamount 
Still.,  -nvcniiiii'iil.    Whttt  use  Mr.  F.  made  of  tl 

luiivvM,  iM.  <)iall  p)  into  a  State  govern  men  t  h 
nil  yi.ii  ;iiiil  yotir  politieal  friends  will  endeavor  i 

lii- (.■iL'i-moiii,  Belmont  and  Trumbull  shall  8( 

ilir  iiiuvciitioii.       It  is  II  matter  of  importam 

|iliNii.ii  1.1'  tlie  convention  will   fprobably) 

\ 11'  lii-i  Siiiti'  iirganizatiun.     Wasliingt^m  c 

-liir  I'.iliialir-t^  ill  fimventiou,  althougli  I  expec 
r  'ir  i\>.i  \WT<:     11'  it  should  hapi>eo,  it  will  bi 
111  li;i-  la-iil  lnTi>  ihis  spring  with  inlolerant  fur 
liiati'l  l<\  ~>iiiir  lh:it  jou  should  huve  had  mon 

>i"TW'     '       'f 


—  —       -T        —tl"  • 
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my  return  to  the  Territory ;  but,  during  tliat  absence  I  have  not 
learned  how  the  act  of  Congress  allowing  the  iKjople  to  form  a  Con- 
stitution and  the  Territory  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  is  relished, 
nor  what  ste|)s  may  have  been  thought  most  proper  to  be  taken.  I 
do  earnestly  wish  that  you,  sir,  may  be  sent  to  the  convention,  for, 
if  the  proposal  is  closed  with,  all  the  talents  that  can  l)e  collected 
will  be  of  the  first  necessity  for  the  business  of  the  Constitution, 
and  it  is  certain  that  a  great  many  of  those  who  will  be  mem- 
bers will  be  very  ill  qualified  to  discharge  that  trust  with  intelli- 
gence. I  propose  to  visit  Jefferson  and  Washington  counties  on  my 
way  down,  and  would  have  been  happy  to  have  done  the  same  to 
Trumbull,  but  at  this  time  it  is  altogether  out  of  my  jH)wer.  My 
view  of  the  country's  becoming  a  State  at  this  time  is  not  a  pleas- 
ing one.  The  committee  in  charge  will  probably  induce  the  jxjople 
to  accept  the  offer  without  much  consideration,  while  I  think  it  will 
be  attended  with  a  burden  they  are  not  able  to  Iwar.  The  exemj)- 
tion  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  to  be  sold  for  taxation  for 
five  years  will  for  that  time  throw  the  whole  exj)onse  upon  a  very 
few,  and  to  that  will  be  added  the  mortification,  to  many  wliose  lands 
will  be  subject  to  that  taxation,  of  seeing  their  next  neighbors 
j^erhai)s  living  free  from  it.  I  will  thank  you,  sir,  to  write  to  me 
at  Cincinnati,  and  inform  me  how  the  thing  works  in  your  county^  * 
and  what  measures,  if  any,  have  been  concluded  on.  I  know  that 
a  great  part  of  Hamilton,  all  Washington,  and,  from  the  informa- 
tion I  have,  a  great  majority  of  Jefferson,  are  against  accepting  the 
offer.  Should  your  people  be  of  the  same  way  of  thinking,  there 
should  be  some  uniformity  in  the  measures  pursued,  and  some  con- 
cert, which  it  may  j)erhaps  be  in  my  |)ower  to  bring  about. 


Speech  of  Governor  St.  Clair  at  Cinxinnati. 

[Extract.] 

Fellow  Citizeiis : — We  will  soon  be  called  u[X)n  to  perform  a  very 
important  duty ;  the  most  important  that  will  devolve  ujx)n  us  in 


to  tho  North-westorn  Territory  in  1800.  uiul  settled  in  the  Connecticut  Re- 
gorve,  near  Puinusville.  lie  followed  ^5t.  Clair's  suicgestion,  and  was  chosen 
to  represent  Trumbull  county  in  the  Constitutional  convention,  llo  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  under  the  State  Constitution,  which  ho  helped  to  form, 
and  was  chosen  Speaker.  He  was  made  a  member  of  tho  Supreme  Court, 
and  afterwards  elected  Chief  Justice.  He  was  Governor  of  Ohio  from 
1802  to  1810. 


i 


T/..-  -SV.  Clair  Fopers. 

il :  iliiit  iif  ri>riiiiiip  a  ConatitutioD  aud  furm  i 
i\liii-li  (111-  li..|i[iiiii.-ss  aud  prosix-rity  of  ourselv* 

:iii<l  oiir  i.har.iulcr  as  h  coninionwtallh  amoi 
ilir  ["in..ii  iiiiHt  deiK'ud.  It,  therefore.  lieconK 
>  M'l'i.ni-ly.  and  pi  insider  with  great  attention  wh< 
ir  ri.!ivcii''i'ii.  No  doubt,  it  has  occupied  all 
i.>.-i.  iitiii  simic  iif  »!i  liavc!  been  formed  into  societi 
he  |nir|iiw-.  But  there  has  been  something  ii 
of  Ihiisn  wicietics  that  does  not  look  well.  Th 
u.-  ill!  iilikc.  liul  they  have  been  governed  by 
.'iciii  mimlHTK,  of  whose  as^ij^tance  and  counse 
iii<i4vi-;  ihiit  is,  thiit  all  that  are  a<bwitted  as 
1  liv  :i  r-ih'iiio  oljligation  not  to  make  know 
v,..liii->  I.I  riiiy  one  tliat  19  not  a  member.     N( 

inu  riL'lii,  ill!-,  the  matters  tbey  are  upon  invi 
i>r  cury  11IU-,  they  have  taken  it  upon  thema 
^  -.1  ]ii;lit  tn  rnii-uli  with  tlicm  and  to  give  the  t 
k  |iiii|nr.  In  ivjuimoii  affairs  what  would  ai 
1  I'w  iiiii;  sin  mill  fonii  tlieuieelves  into  a  society  1 
IT  ill  \\]\\<.h  yuii  >|[i..idd  manage  yourfarma?    It 

(iii-lir  kiimv  li,>[  lidw  it  sliould  be  done,  but  w 

■  I   ilr  111  ir  tluy  slimdd  t,H  ynii  tlwt  you  must, 

■m* 
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about,  who  has  lived  but  a  very  short  time  amongst  us,  who  is  not 
so  much  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  was  smuggled  to  the 
bar  in  a  way  that,  if  I  were  not  afraid  of  offending  their  honors,  the 
judges,  I  would  say,  was  contrary  to  law.  Was  this  a  man  to  say 
who  were  republicans  and  who  were  not?  But  it  was  very  good  of 
him  to  come  all  the  way  from  the  East  Indies  to  instruct  us.  The 
persons  in  Cincinnati  who  joined  in  with  him  are  honest,  well-mean- 
ing men,  but  they  have  been  imposed  upon  and  misled  by  him  ;  for, 
surely,  it  is  a  very  unfriendly  action  to  raise  odious  distinctions 
among  the  citizens  and  set  them  at  variance  with  one  another.  It 
might  have  been,  and  I  dare  say  was  very  pleasant  to  him  to  observe 
the  success  he  met  with,  and  if  he  had  been  questioned  about  it  might 
have  replied  with  the  fool  in  the  Scripture,  when  he  had  been  scatter- 
ing arrow^s  and  death,  "  Am  I  not  in  sport  ?"  But  it  is  no  sport  to  us. 
It  is  an  evil  of  a  very  serious  nature.  But  this  same  Mr.  Kerr  may 
have  had,  and  probably  had  another  design.  You  all  know  very  well, 
that  the  interests  of  the  people  about  Chillicothe,  and  those  of  Ham- 
ilton county  are  not  the  same  in  all  respects,  and  in  some  cases  they 
are  opposed  to  each  other.  Now,  it  is  likely,  as  some  of  our  leaders 
are  very  politic,  that  this  same  Mr.  Kerr  was  engaged  by  them  for 
the  very  purpose  of  sowing  dissensions  amongst  us.  What  was  it  to 
him  ?  He  has  nothing  to  lose  by  it,  but  might  have  something  to 
gain,  and  if  he  did  not  succeed  it  was  but  going  to  another  country. 
But  this  leads  me  to  say  something  about  the  qualifications  that 
are  necessary  for  a  member  of  the  convention.  The  forming  a  Con- 
stitution fitted  to  the  habits,  the  manners,  and  the  genius  of  the 
people,  is  the  most  important  as  well  as  the  most  difficult  task  that 
men  can  be  employed  in,  and  requires  strong  minds,  improved  by  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  faults  as  well  as  the  excellencies  of 
all  the  Constitutions  that  exist,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but 
in  the  whole  world.  A  mistake  in  the  first  formation  draws  after  it 
consequences  that  can  not  be  calculated,  and  which  may  grind  our 
faces  and  deprave  our  manners  to  the  latest  generations.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  enough  that  a  man  should  be  honest  and  a  Republican,  but 
he  should  be  well  informed,  and  know  in  what  rational  liberty, 
which  alone  is  true  republicanism,  consists ;  for,  be  assured,  it  is  not 
an  unbounded  license  to  do  what  every  one  sees  good  in  his  own 
eyes.  It  requires  direct  study  and  deep  reflection,  with  a  facility  of 
speaking  readily  and  convincingly.  Reflect  what  the  conduct  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  all  the  States  in  the  Union  was  when  they 
were  about  making  their  Constitutions.  The  wisest,  the  ablest,  and 
the  best  informed  men  that  could  be  found  were  selected  with  the 
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i\r.      Ii  W.I-  jinl   widi  them  the  only  quMtion 
IV  tli.'v  n.|.nl.li,-!iii^:'  for  they  were  satUSed  tl 
M  "!-'■  iih'ii    thfv  ivci-e  snfe,  because  what  they 
1  iii-r!\v-  :iii<l  iliHr  I'liildren  as  well  ae  for  tho 
j>rri,     r.iii  iviili  iiT',  of  Hamilton  county,  we  ha 
-.;i-l;.  :ih.|  il  is  nil  iinpnrlantone.     Havennyoi 
CM'  I1-,  liivi.rcd  the  views  (if  the  ChilHcijthe  p 

1  11 Iht  ui  lis  were  shamefully  duped  by  thei 

1  ilii'V  |iiT-iiiided  iLf  to  sign  petitions  against  a 
till'  Skill-,  mid  tnld  us  it  wan  imeoD8titutit)nal, 

-  IV.im  lM'r.ii!iiii^  !ui  independent  Rtate,  and  I  < 

-  if  ii  I'liiitd  Ik?  against  the  Constitution  to  p« 
iiuiii  t'~(Mlili~lied  hy  that  instrument  to  one  bri 

-  ;i-  I.I  liritiff  llie  people  into  enmmunitiee  raoi 
1  lurilii-.iic  ilie  lid  ministration  of  govorament. 
i-ciiri'i-v  licLiiiirs  I'xelusivcly  to  the  gentlemei 
.V  ilir  liii-clii-h  (iiolive  iif  erecting  s.  State  wli 
■|ii]li.-.,iliv.  iimi  who  a.spire  to  fill  the  offices  w] 
t  rcc:iiid,      Dili's  this  high  and  patriotic  purp 
■  ill  ilirii-|ir.  ii;>-siiinsof  devotion  to  the  Ordinan 
_., -t   thin   it    i-   linir  fnr   (hr  pciplr   to  Iw  on  1 
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State  government  should  succeed,  it  will  convince  many  that  you 

abound  with  men  who  love  places  better  than  they  should . 

Appointments  should  be  made  by  the  legislature  rather  than  by  the 
Executive,  because  it  destroys  patronage  and  prevents  sycophants 
from  obtaining  office  by  dint  of  courtship.  The  representation  ought 
to  he  according  to  numbers,  and  a  married  man  ought  to  vote, 
whether  a  freeholder  or  not.  The  militia  soldiers  ought  to  elect 
their  officers  to  captains ;  the  company  officers  the  field  officers,  and 
the  field  officers  the  general  officers.  This  would  leave  only  the 
field  officers  to  the  legislature,  and  by  dividing  the  appointments 
among  several  bodies,  it,  in  a  great  measure,  destroys  all  attempts 
at  bargain.  I  would  prefer  to  have  the  Governor  elected  by  the 
legislature,  and  all  officers  elected  for  a  limited  time.  Every  cent 
of  public  money  spent  should  be  accounted  for,  and  attached  to  the 
laws  of  each  session.  These  hints  will  show  what  alterations  I 
would  like  in  our  Constitution,  if  it  is  altered.* 


Nathaniel  Massie  to  Thomas  Worthington. 

Lexington,  October  Idj  1802. 
.  As  the  time  draws  near  for  the  election,  I  make  no 
doubt  that  a  number  of  the  candidates  are  extremely  busy.  Indeed, 
from  what  Major  McArthur  informs  me,  you  are  already  glutted 
with  hand-bills  and  long  tavern  harangues.  The  Major  also  informs 
me  that  Langham\s  pampiilet  has  at  last  made  its  appearance,  and 
he  thought  it  not  quite  so  deadly  as  he  had  reason  to  expect,  from 
its  being  a  great  while  talked  about.  I  suppose  it  must  be  the  same 
that  I  saw  in  manuscript  at  his  house,  perhaps  with  a  little  addition. 
I  believe  we  have  great  reason  to  apprehend  that  if  a  certain  jmrty 
succeed  in  their  election,  from  Hamilton  county,  we  shall  again  he 
pestered  with  the  subject  of  dividing  the  present  contemplated  State, 
at  least  making  it  a  condition  in  the  Constitution,  when  formed. 
The  parties  in  that  county  are  exerting  themselveiit  to  the  utmost, 
and  I  apprehend  the  dividing  party  are  gaining  ground.  They  cal- 
culate very  much  upcm  the  upper  counties  joining  them  in  this.  I 
am  in  hopes  they  will  be  disappointed. 

I  can  not,  I  am  afraid,  be  over  in  time  for  the  election,  the  situa- 
tion of  my  wife  being  such  that  I  can  not  leave  her  at  present ;  but 
if  possible,  I  will  endeavor  to  reach  that  country  a  little  before  the 
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itfr.  PrmdeDl^  and  OmUemen  nf  ihi^  Conrn^Htm: — Yuii  nrc  now  an  ^ 
oi^uizcd  Irndy.  and  I  am  happy  Ihat  j-oii  are  so,  in  whatever  man- 
ner it  niiiy  liavo  Iwen  efffctod.     Aa  the  act  of  Conpress  had  Hot  pre- 
scribeil  the  mode,  I  eanie  to  clear  that  difficulty ;  you  gi>i  over  ft  ■ 
without  my  nwistuncc,  mid  I  am  p<>rtk!t]y  Mttiafiod ;  hut,  liefore  y 
proceed  to  business,  I  reijuest  to  be  hmrd  a  fi>w  wordw. 

Wlieti  I  \ook  Hrouud  upon  this  osseinlily  acid  consider 
for  which  it  is  conveneii,  and  carry  ImcJc  my  thi>ii)fht«  fi>r  fuurt«aa 
yearn,  when  theatRlirs  of  this  country  were  cottimittvd  to  me;  when 
your  nunibeni  wern  only  abmt  thirty  men ;  a  wilderneu  Iv-i'ore  them 
tj)  BnMue,  and  HurroiiDded  by  numerous  tribes  of  Ea\'ages,  who, 
thoiigli  at  peace,  were  far  irom  possessing  friendly  dispOEitions,  and 
aoon  afterwards  at  open  war— I  am  (illeii  with  astouishmcnt  and 
pn.i;.un'l  praliludc  U'  (lie  Almi-l.ty  Kirlrr  nf  lii,-  Liniv.'i--'.  h!,o  k-<i 
them  through  all  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter,  and  baa 
made  of  that  Hniall  handful  a  great  i>eople,  and  brought  them  to 
that  point  from  wliicJi  tlicy  are  to  take  their  station  on  the  theater 
of  America  as  a  nation.  To  you,  gentlemen,  as  their  representa- 
tive?, it  lx'lon<rs,  if  you  think  projier  to  take  it  upou  yourselves,  to 
form  for  them  lliiil  ('onslitutiou  wliicli,  while  it  secures  their  j»o- 
litical  liberty,  is  to  In;  the  foundation  of  their  welfare  and  respecta- 
bility. The  task  is  anluous  as  it  is  important,  and  it  can  not  be 
doubted  Dial  you  will  bring  to  it  jmiicnt  and  i-andid  investigation. 
true  jKitriotism,  and  mutual  good-will  and  eondescensi(m. 

To  the  present  moment,  gentlemen,  I  have  looked  forward  with 
pleasant  hojH's,  though  not  without  a  mixture  of  fear  and  anxiety, 
an<t  my  endeavors   have  not  l)een  wanting  to  lay  a  foundation  for 

' '  Tlic  Cointiiiiliimnl  Cinvcntioii  nm-nibled  nl  Cliillicothc  ,m  Ihe  first  day 
of  November,  18(K.  All  lli.!  ciri-jiiial  ,>]i].onotils  of  the  nlterHtion  of  bi>un- 
dnries,  exeupl  two,  wero  pL-.seiit  ns  Miemb.T»,  wbilo  of  th(*u  wlio  hnd  iid- 
vciciitrdUint  mt'iisiu'niii  Iho  lc;;UlHturi>,  but  twnortbrec  hnd  bwn  surreisriil  xt 
the  polls.  A  decided  niMJorily  of  tile  ihpiiiIhts  belonged  to  tliu  parly  in  favor- 
of  the  iiBtinnHl  iidininigtnilion.  On  the  third  dny  of  the  eciiioii.  tioveroo^w 
8t.  Cluir,  by  pcrmisBien,  nddroasi'd  the  Con  vent  ion  ."—Cans;-,  ji.  SI. 

'  Edward  Tiffin  was  ProsidL-nt,     Tho  polilieul  revolution  was  conipIcle^_ 
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the  great  work  before  you,  in  morals  and  in  regard  to  the  institu- 
tions of  religion,  for  it  ia  an  eternal  truth  that  without  morality 
there  can  be  no  religion,  and  without  religion  there  can  be  no  hap- 
piness. 

Mj-  feelings,  gentlemen,  you  can  appreciate,  for  most  of  you  are 
fathen^.  They  have  been  those  of  a  father  who  saw  the  day  draw- 
ing nigh  which  was  to  send  a  son,  over  whose  education  he  had 
long  watched  with  all  the  varied  emotions  of  parental  affection,  into 
a  world  where  dangers  awaited  him  at  every  step,  and  where  the 
first  would  probably  be  decisive  of  his  future  fortune.  These  cares 
and  anxieties  lor  your  constituents,  geutlemen,  have  occupied  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  my  life,  and  have  cost  me  many  a  toilsome  day 
and  sleepless  night ;  but  the  pleasure  I  have  in  reflecting  that  they 
were  not  entirely  thrown  away  is  very  great.  It  pleased  God  to 
favor  my  endeavors,  and  make  me  frequently  the  instrument  of 
good  to  them,  and  of  averting  tlio  evils  that  hung  over  them.  It 
is,  gentlemen,  too  much  the  liishion  of  the  times  to  complain  of  op 
prcsflion  when  none  is  felt.  The  frame  of  your  present  government, 
it  is  true,  is  not  so  popular  as  that  of  the  greater  part  of  the  United 
States,  or  as  you  may  have  wished,  but  it  is  as  much  so  as  it  is 
consistent  with  the  colonial  state,  and  I  can  with  honest  pride  as- 
sert, and  for  the  trutli  of  the  assertion  I  appeal  to  the  whole  peo- 
ple, that  it  bos  been  administered  with  gentleness,  and  with  one  si!i- 
gle  view,  the  good  of  the  whole.  So  far  as  it  depended  upon  me, 
the  laws  have  been  executed  fiuthfuUy  and  without  rigor,  and  by 
gentle  means  the  spirit  of  obedience  to  them,  and  a  love  of  order, 
without  whieh  civil  society  can  not  exist,  has  been  endeavored  to 
be  introduced.  It  was  my  duty  to  procure  the  good  of  the  whole 
people,  and  it  has  been  my  only  ambition  to  fulfill  that  duty.  Er- 
rors, no  doubt,  I  have  fallen  into.  They  were  errors  of  the  head, 
not  of  the  heart.  They  will  be  judged  with  candor,  and  viewed,  I 
trust,  with  some  indulgence.  I  could  indeed  have  wished,  gentle- 
men, that  our  political  bark  had  been  launched  in  gentler  weather, 
and  under  better  auspices,  for  I  see  a  storm  appwaching  in  which, 
if  slie  Ixi  not  overset,  she  may  at  least  suffer  damage.  I'arty  rage 
is  stalking  with  destructive  strides  over  the  whole  continent.  Tliat 
baneful  spirit  destroyed  all  the  ancient  republics,  and  the  United 
'Stiites  seem  to  Ik;  running  tlie  same  career  that  ruined  tlieni  with  a 
degree  of  rapidity  truly  alarming  to  every  reflecting  mind.  But 
she  is  on  the  waves,  and  can  not  now  lie  stojtped.  May  that  gracious 
Being,  in  whose  hands  are  the  issues  of  all  things,  shed  the  kindest 
VOL.  ri— 38 


594  The  St.  Clair  Papers. 

influence  ujion  her,  and,  while  she  will  lulil  to  the  number  of  con- 
federaletl  States,  be  tho  nieans  of  bringing  the  whole  l>ack  to  the 
genuine  love  of  their  couutry  and  of  eacli  other,  and  may  He  in- 
Bpirc  each  of  you,  gentlemen,  with  the  spirit  of  your  gintion,  and 
[M)ur  out  upon  you  that  wiadoni  which  is  neceeaary  to  the  condud^u^ 
of  tlie  husineas  intruBtisl  to  you  to  u  happy  end. 

It  would  be  tlie  height  of  impropriety  in  me  to  attempt  to  direct 
you  in  your  deliberations,  but  I  may  be  allowed  to  offer  you  some 
ftdvice.  The  act  of  Congress  under  which  you  are  convened  has  de- 
termioed  the  object  on  wbicli  iliey  are  tirat  to  be  employed,  to  wit, 
whetiier  it  t>o  or  tie  not  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  form  a  cimstitu- 
tion  and  frame  of  government.  That  being  dctcrmineti  in  the  af- 
firmative, which  I  presume  it  will  be,  you  are  at  liberty  to  proccwl 
and  mttke  that  constitution,  or  to  jiass  an  ordinance  for  the  election 
of  represeutatives  for  that  purpose.  But  you  are  further  at  liberty, 
gentlemen,  to  confine  the  constitution  to  be  made  to  what  is  called 
the  eastwn  division  of  the  Territorj-,  or  to  extend  it  to  the  whole 
Territory.  That  the  people  of  the  Territory  should  form  a  conven- 
tion and  a.  constitution  needed  no  act  of  Congress.  To  pretend  to 
Kuthurize  it  was,  on  their  part,  iin  interference  with  the  inicrnul  af- 
fairs- of  the  country,  which  they  had  neither  the  power  nor  the  right 
to  make.  The  act  is  not  binding  on  the  people,  and  ia  in  truth  a 
nullity,  and,  could  it  ho  bnius^ht  liofiire  that  tribunal  wlierc  acts  of' 
CoiifTiess  cau  lie  trieil,  would  Ik;  declared  a  nullity.  To  all  acts 
of  Congresj"  that  rcsiiects  the  United  Slates  (they  can  make  no 
otJR-r)  iu  tlicir'Wi|">nnivc  capacity,  and  which  arc  cxlcndf-d  by 
ex]iro-iS  words  tu  I  he  Territory,  we  are  Imuud  to  yield  ..l)C-ilicucc. 
Fnr  :ill  iutfrnul  utiiiirs  wo  Jiave  a  complete  Ic-islaturi-  of  our  own, 
auti  ill  them  are  no  more  Itound  by  an  act  of  Congress  than  we 
woiUil  he  Ixiund  by  an  edict  of  the  first  consul  of  France,  Had 
sucJi  an  attempt  Ijccu  made  upon  any  of  the  United  State's  in  their 
separate  capacity,  the  act  would  have  been  spurned  fnitn  them  with 
indignation.  We,  I  trust,  also  know  our  rights,  and  will  supjwrt 
them,  and,  being  assembled,  gentlemen,  as  a  convention,  no  nmttcr 
by  what  means  it  was  brought  alxiut,  you  n>ay  do  whatever  appears 
to  vou  to  be  for  the  best  for  your  constituents  as  freely  as  if  Congress 
had  never  interfered  in  the  matter,  and  it  may  be  a  strong  motive 
to  you  iiir  sci  acting,  that,  by  this  very  act,  above  five  thousand  peo- 
j>lc  are  divested  of  tlic  rights  they  were  in  possession  of  without  a 
hearing — Ifarlered  away  like  sheep  in  a  market— transferred  to  an- 
other government,  and  tjirown  back  into  a  stage  of  it  which  has 
been  loaded  with  every  epithet  of  opprobrium  which  the  English 
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language  affords.  But  that  act  holds  out  certain  provisions,  which 
were,  no  doubt,  expected  to  operate  upon  you,  and,  by  some,  have 
been  thought  to  be  advantageous.  The  first  is,  that  the  section 
No.  16  in  every  township  shall  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of 
such  township  for  the  use  of  schools.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
section  No.  16  in  every  township  is  already  given  for  the  use  of 
schools  in  as  complete  a  manner  as  they  could  now  be  granted  by 
the  Congress. 

All  that  is  wanting  is  an  act  to  authorize  the  President  to  make 
patents,  and  that  would  be  wanting  were  they  now  to  be  given  by 
acts  of  Congress.  The  grant  of  these  sections  was  a  part  of  the 
terms  on  which  the  country  was  settled,  and  they  can  not  Ik*  re- 
sumed, because  the  contract  has  been  comj)lied  with  on  our  part; 
and  if  the  Congress  has  either  granted,  sold,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of  any  of  them,  the  act  is  void.  The  second  propositicm  is,  that  the 
salt  springs,  with  the  sections  which  include  them,  near  to  the 
Scioto  and  Muskingum  Rivers,  shall  be  granted  to  tlie  State  for  the 
use  of  the  i)eoplc,  provided  the  legislature  shall  never  sell  or  lea>se 
the  same  for  a  longer  term  than  ten  years.  It  is  a  hapi)y  thing  for 
us  that  Providence  has  been  2)leased  to  j^lace  an  article  so  necessary 
to  the  life  of  man  as  salt  in  the  bosom  of  our  country.  These 
springs  have  been  worked  for  a  great  many  years,  and,  though  noth- 
ing has  l>een  paid  for  the  privilege  of  working  them,  salt  has  always 
been  extremely  dear ;  now,  unless  the  persons  to  whom  they  may 
have  been  leased  pay  for  their  lease,  no  revenue  can  be  derived  from 
these  salt  springs,  and  if  they  do  pay  for  them,  the  amount  paid, 
and  pr()ba]>ly  much  more,  will  be  laid  upon  the  salt,  so  that  instead 
of  a  benefit,  this  gift  would  prove  an  injury,  and  an  injury  that 
would  fall  unequally.  The  whole  people  to  whom  the  rent  would 
accrue,  would  reap  a  very  small  advantage  at  the  expense  of  those 
who,  from  their  local  situation,  must  depend  on  those  springs  for 
their  salt. 

The  third  is,  that  the  twentieth  part  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
lands  within  the  State,  sold  or  to  be  sold  after  the  30th  of  June  last, 
shall  be  applied  to  the  laying  out  and  making  roads  from  the  navi- 
gable waters  emptying  into  the  Atlantic  to  the  Ohio  to  the  State 
and  through  it.  This  proposition  is  a  mere  illusion ;  it  holds  out 
the  prospect  of  an  advantage  that  never  will  be  realized.  The  ap- 
plication of  the  money  is  to  be  made  by  Congress,  in  which  we 
shall  have  very  little  weight,  at  any  rate ;  and  it  is  coupled  with 
conditions  that  would  defeat  it,  while  they  insult  us.  The  first  con- 
dition is,  that  until  another  census,  that  is  for  nearly  nine  years  to 
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come,  vre  lihall  submit  to  hav^  only  odc  member  in  the  House  or 
KtiircBCDtativeB  of  the  United  Statea.  The  next  is,  that  every  aud 
each  tract  of  land  sold,  as  af  iresaid  (the  twentieth  part  of  the  price 
of  which  ia  to  be  laid  out  on  roads),  ehall  be  exempt  from  every 
Species  of  tasatiou  by  authority  of  the  State,  whether  for  State, 
county,  towiiahi|j,  or  any  other  purpose  whatever.  The  Stato  ?hult 
derive  no  aid  as  to  revenue  from  those  lands,  while  ihey  may  be 
taxed  by  Congress  for  the  express  ptirpoee  of  raising  a  revenue. 
But  those  lands  arc  solemnly  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  a  proportion  of  which  we  must  pay.  The  money  then  pre- 
tended to  be  given  by  Congress  for  roads,  if  Congress  had  tlie  right 
to  apply  it,  which  they  have  not,  must  come  from  ourselves;  but 
where  are  we  to  fiud  it  ?  The  reservations  amount  to  a  great  part 
of  the  soil,  and  are  not  subject  to  taxation.  The  lands  iK>ld  after 
the  30th  of  June  List,  if  you  close  with  this  ]iruposttiou,  will  not  be 
subject  to  taxation  for-five  years,  and  wliat  is  there  besides,  except 
a  very  small  movable  property  in  a  country  without  trade,  fronj 
whence  our  revenue  is  to  be  derived,  and  that  mo\'able  property 
taxed  already  as  high  as  it  can  possibly  bear  for  county  and  town- 
ship purposes,  ft  is  evidi'iil  lli;il  l!ir  wimlc  cx])cnsi'  of  the  y-n-em- 
meut  must  be  laid  upon  the  lands  appropriated  before  the  30th  of 
June  last,  for  experience  has  taught  us  that  we  have  no  other  re- 
source but  a  land  tax ;  but  such  a  land  tax  would  fall  so  unequally, 
it  wimld  never  lie  iMirne. 

But,  gentlemen,  wliy  are  conditions  im{>osed  uixm  ii!'  Iwforo  we 
inn  obtain  a  right  wiiich  is  ours  by  nature  and  by  comjiact  ?  Were 
cfuiditirins  imposed  uimn  Vermont,  or  ujwm  Tennessee,  befi»re  they 
could  Iw  admitted  into  the  Union?  There  was  none  attempted. 
Wliy,  then,  t\\\n  odious  distinction  in  our  ease?  It  is  past  a  doubt 
that  the  Territorj'  contiiins  the  number  of  jwople  wbich,  by  the 
compact  with  the  United  States,  or  the  termsof  settlement,  is  neces- 
.sary  to  entitle  it  to  bcc<inic  a  State,  and  a  memW  of  the  Union  on 
an  t'liual  fouling  with  the  original  Slates;  and  the  gentlemen  in 
Codgre.-s  who  brought  forwanl  those  pro|W)sitionK  admitted  thai,  if 
tlieri'  were  not  the  nimiber  at  that  time,  there  certainly  would  be 
bef  ire  luiotbcr  session  of  Congress,  and  llmt  then  was  the  only  time 
to  Middle  us  with  conditions ;  or,  as  they  termed  it,  to  ninko  ;»  {rood 
iBirgiiin  witii  us,  for,  if  once  we  hud  the  necessary  uundier,  it  w<,uld 
be  no  Ii)(ii,'er  in  their  iH)wer.  Form,  then,  gentlonien.  or  .lirert  a 
new  election  fur  the  piirjiose,  a  Constitution  for  the  whole  Terril.iry ; 
assert  your  right  to  a  lull  repnventation  in  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tion; direct  the  legislature  forthwith  to  cause  a  census  to  be  takea; 
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it  will  not  require  much  time  if  set  about  in  earnest.  Let  your 
representatives  go  forward  "with  that  in  their  hands,  and  demand  the 
admission  of  the  Territory  as  a  State.  It  will  not,  it  can  not  be 
refused.  But,  suppose  it  should  be  refused,  it  would  not  affect  your 
government,  or  any  thing  you  have  done  to  organize  it.  That  would 
go  on  equally  well,  or  perhaps  better.  It  was,  I  think,  eight  years 
after  the  people  of  Vermont  had  formed  their  government,  and  ex- 
ercised all  the  powers  of  an  independent  State,  before  it  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union.  The  government  was  not  retarded  a  single 
moment  on  that  account.  It  would  be  incomparably  better  that  we 
should  be  deprived  of  a  share  in  the  national  councils  for  a  session 
or  two,  or  even  for  years,  than  that  we  should  be  degraded  to  an 
unequal  share  in  them  for  nine  years ;  but  it  will  not  happen.  We 
have  the  means  in  our  own  hands  to  bring  Congress  to  reason,  if  we 
should  be  forced  to  use  them.  If  we  submit  to  the  degradation, 
we  should  be  trodden  upon,  and,  what  is  worse,  we  should  deserve 
to  be  trodden  upon.  I  will  leave  these  reflections  upon  your  table, 
gentlemen,  to  be  made  what  use  of  you  may  think  proper. 


Address  of  Governor  St.  Clair  to  the  People  of  the 

North-western  Territory. 

Cincinnati,  December  Sth, 
Fellow-citizens: — Having  been  requested  by  many  gentlemen,  in 
difierent  parts  of  the  country,  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  office 
of  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  an  appointment  that  is  soon  to 
be  made  by  that  part  of  you  who  reside  to  the  eastward  of  the  Great 
Miami,  and  off*ered  their  support,  I  take  this  method  of  presenting 
to  them  by  best  thanks  for  their  kind  invitation  and  intentions,  and 
of  informing  them,  and  the  people  in  general,  that  I  entirely  de- 
cline it. 

The  care  of  this  colony  of  the  United  States  was  committed  to 
me  from  its  first  institution,  and  it  was  my  ambition,  and  has  been 
my  chief  study,  to  render  it  flourishing,  and  to  bring  it  to  that  point 
when  it  might,  according  to  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  founded, 
•cease  to  be  a  colony  and  become  an  independent  State.  In  these 
my  ambition  ha.s  been  fully  gratified,  and  my  labrjrs  crowned  Avith 
success.  The  management  of  that  delicate  period,  from  perfect  in- 
fancy to  the  mature  age  at  which  you  have  arrived,  most  of  you  are 
acquainted  with.  It  was  a  period  that  necessarily  required  your 
^Governor  should  be  vested  with  a  considerable  portion  of  power. 
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and  that  power  was  applif'i  tn  ynur  ln'iiclit  utily.  You  have  been' 
protected  from  dangers  frum  abroad,  and  made  happy  at  home.  To 
oppression  you  were  perfei^t  strangers  ;  your  liberties  and  your  prop- 
erty were  guarded  by  whftlcwme  laws,  executed  with  exactness  and 
at  the  same  time  with  milihifss.  But,  while  I  have  been  thue,  for 
fourteen  years,  unremittiogly  eiidi-avoriiig  to  extend  and  swure  to 
you  these  benefits,  my  private  alfuirs  have  bc«n  entirely  iicglcclpd, 
and  are  run  into  great  coiifnsinn.  They  now  demand  my  attention, 
and  will  require  it  for  aomf^  time.  You  will  bo  at  no  low  fora  Gov- 
ernor. Many,  I  am  told,  sire  anxious  for  the  office.  Tlie  lot,  I 
hope  and  pray,  may  fall  i;(Hin  sonn'  iwrson  who,  with  belter  talents 
than  have  fallen  to  my  slmre,  may  i>ossei«  an  equal  incliimt4oi)  to 
render  you  happy — a  greater  inclination  that  way  no  man  can 
possess. 

With  but  two  exceptions,  I  leave  all  the  ministerial  ofiicM  filled 
with  men  of  capacity  ami  prt.bity.  It  would,  indeed,  be  gint- 
jfying  to  me  to  see  thcrii  conlinued  under  the  new  order  of 
things,  and  it  would  be  aiivjintageous  to  yuurselvoa,  because  ibcy 
have  acquired  knowledgo  and  experience,  which  new  men  will 
»-ant.  The  exceptions  aiL'  the  clerk's  office  of  Hie  sujiroiiie  «>urt 
and  the  clerk's  office  of  the  court  of  common  jili-ui*  ntid  of  the 
quarter-fiessions  of  the  county  of  Ross,  which  are  in  tho  hands  of 
the  same  man.  lean  never  believe  that  pcrsi.ms  who  return  inju- 
ries for  favors,  strongly  solicited  by  themselves,  can  lie  men  of 
probity ;  aud  from  the  persnns  who  held  tbose  oftices  I  have  re- 
ceived many  injuries,  anil  been  treated  with  the  blockeet  iTigrut!- 
tude.  It  in  true  that  it. was  always  in  my  power  to  have  punishetl 
them  by  depriving  them  nf  their  iLiffiees,  hut  I  waa  willing  lo  try  if 
evil  could  nut  lie  overcome  by  pxid;  and,  besides,  it  was  a  luaiiim 
laid  down  very  curly  in  nty  iid ministration  of  the  government  never 
to  displace  any  man  on  whom  I  hud  conferre<I  an  office  for  any  other 
cause  than  niislichavior  in  that  office.  The  Governor  disdained  to 
revenge  the  injuries  offered  to  the  man.  Having  so  far  explained 
this  jwrt  of  my  conduct,  which  has  been  blamed  by  mauA-  as  un- 
pardonable weakness,  I  will  take  my  leave,  assuring  you  that  my 
best  wishes  will  ever  attend  you,  hoping  that  you  may  never  have 
cause  to  Inok  Iraek  with  regret  to  the  time  when  I  was  at  the  head 
of  the  jMilitical  family,  and  that  whoever  may  be  at  the  head  of  the 
new  family,  he  may  as  sincerely  and  more  successfully  direct  his 
efforts  to  your  true  interests  than  has  done 

Your  afliKrtionate  friend,  etc. 


J 
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Nathaniel  Massie  to  Thomas  Worthington. 

Falls  of  Paint  Creek,  December  8,  1802. 
I  have  little  or  nothing  to  say  on  the  subject  of  our 
propositions ;  but,  at  all  events,  endeavor  to  secure  to  the  State  the 
Salt  Licks.  I  could  wish  that  you  would  endeavor  to  know  the 
situation  of  the  port  of  Orleans.  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  Execu- 
tive, before  this,  has  had  full  information  on  the  subject.  I  am  told 
the  inhabitants  of  Kentucky  are  very  uneasy,  and  that  the  legis- 
lature of  Kentucky  is  about  to,  or  before  this  time  has,  drawn  up  a 
memorial  to  the  Executive  of  the  General  Government.  As  it  will 
affect  our  country  in  the  same  manner,  if  not  to  the  same  extent, 
as  it  does  that  State,  we  ought  not  to  be  remiss  on  the  subject.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  mentioning  it  to  Mr.  Giles,  and  also  to 
Captain  Fowler.  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  shutting  of  the  port  is  only 
intended  to  give  the  two  nations  time  and  leisure,  without  being  in- 
terrupted, to  settle  the  necessary  arrangementjs  attending  such  busi- 
ness. Should,  however,  this  not  be  the  case,  and  that  it  is  done  for 
the  purpose  of  setting  aside  our  treaty  with  Spain,  I  assure  you  the 
consequences  will  be  serious,  as  I  am  sure  the  inhabitants  will  never 
submit  for  the  navigation  of  that  river  to  be  stopped,  and  they  must 
have  a  place  of  deposit  near  the  mouth.  Let  me  hear  from  you 
shortly.     Direct  to  Brown's  Cross  Roads,  Ross  county.^ 


Arthur  St.  Clair  to  James  Madison. 

Cincinnati,  December  21,  1802. 
Sir : — Your  letter  of  the  22d  November,^  notifying  me  that  the 
President  had  determined  that  upon  the  receipt  of  that  letter  my 
commission  of  Governor  of  the  Nortli- western  Territory  should 
cease,  was  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Secretary  Byrd  on  the  14th  day 
of  this  mouth.  I  request  you,  sir,  to  present  my  humble  thanks  to 
the  President  for  that  favor,  as  he  has  thereby  discharged  ine  from 
an  office  I  was  heartily  tired  of,  about  six  weeks  sooner  than  I  had 
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2  For  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Governor  St,  Clair,  notifying 
him  of  his  removal  as  Governor,  on  account  of  "an  intemperance  of  lan- 
guage" in  his  remarks  to  the  constitutional  convention  respecting  Congress, 
and  the  authority  to  Mr.  Byrd  to  discharge  the  functions  of  Governor,  see 
Vol.  I.,  pp.  244-246. 
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determined  to  rid  myeell"  of  it,  aa  he  may  have  observed  froni  t 
address,  uot  to  the  conveutinn,  but  to  the  |>eoplG,  an  the  8th  lufitant. 
I  can  not,  however,  agree  with  the  President,  that  in  my  address  to 
the  convention,  which  is  aaaigncd  as  the  reason  of  my  being  dia- 
missed,  there  was  either  "  ialeiujieraDee  or  indecorum  of  language 
towards  the  legislature  of  the  United  States,  or  a  disurganizing 
spirit  of  evil  teudency  and  example,"  unlesa  an  honest  and  true 
representation  of  tacts  deserve  those  epithets,  or  tiiat  "  the  niies  of 
conduct  enjoined  by  my  public  etation  "  were  in  any  way  violated, 
unless  it  iii  understood  that  the  rule  of  conduct  is  an  implicit  blind 
obfdienco. 

As  the  convention,  sir,  was  to  meet  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  whereby  the  election  of  the  members  was  directed  to  be 
made  according  to  the  law  of  the  Territury  that  had  existed,  but 
had  been  long  rejiealed,  a  sense  of  duty  led  me  t«  cause  the  elec- 
tions to  be  made  conformably  to  the  spirit  of  the  act  and  the  existing 
election  laws  of  the  Territory,  aa  they  could  not  be  made  conformably 
to  the  words  of  it,  and  when  the  convention  was  met  I  had  done 
with  it  in  my  public  capacity.  Every  citizen  has  a  right  to  ad- 
drc'M  that  body,  cithi^r  openly  or  in  writing,  and  thfit  H^'ht  waa 
common  to  me  with  the  rest;  and  I  believe,  sir,  it  is  a  paramount 
duty,  which  every  man  owes  to  the  community  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  to  give  warning  either  to  the  represoutiitives  or  to  the 
body,  when  he  sees  the  rights  of  that  conimimity  invaded,  from 
whatever  quarter  the  invasion  may  come,  and  direct  them,  if  he  can, 
to  the  menus  of  warding  itort'orof  rejwlliug  it;  and  I  scruple  not  to 
say  that  the  violent,  hasty,  and  uuprece<lcnted  intrusion  of  the  leg- 
islature of  the  Vnitcd  States  into  the  internal  concerns  of  the  North- 
western Territory  was  at  least  indecorous  anil  inconsistent  with  its 
public  duty,  and  I  might  add  that  the  transferring  of  above  five 
thousand  peo]>le,  without  their  knowledge  or  consent,  from  a  country 
where  thoy  were  in  possession  of  self-government  to  another  where 
they  will  be,  at  least  for  some  time,  deprived  of  that  privilege,  and 
anhjected  to  many  other  inconveniences,  was  something  worse  than 
intemperate  and  indecorous,  and  that,  had  it  happened  in  Germany, 
where  such  things  have  happened,  no  man  in  America  would  have 
hesitated  to  iiave  used  a  harsher  term.  Degraded  as  our  country 
is,  and  abject  as  too  many  of  her  sims  have  Iwcome,  there  are  still  a 
vast  ]m)portion  of  them  who  will  be  at  no  loss  for  the  proper  term. 

lie  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  ray  thanks  also,  for  the  peculiar  deli- 
cacy you  observed  in  committing  the  delivery  of  your  letter,  and  in 
furnishing  him  with  a  copy  of  it,  to  Mr.  Byrd,  against  whom  there 
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were  in  your  hands,  to  be  laid  before  the  President,  complaints  of 
something  more  than  mere  indecorum,  and  of  a  total  neglect  of  and 
refusal  to  perform  his  official  duty.  It  is  such  strokes  as  this  which 
serve  to  develop  character,  and,  like  the  relief  in  painting,  to  bring 
out  the  figure  distinctly  in  its  proper  place.  It  produced,  however, 
no  other  emotion  in  me  but  that  kind  of  derision  which  physiogno- 
mists tell  us  is  '*  the  involuntary  expression  on  the  countenance  of  a 
certain  mental  sensation,"  which  I  do  not  choose  to  name,  and  never 
fails  to  produce  it.^ 

With  due  respect  I  am,  etc. 


*  If  any  thing  could  justify  the  tone  of  the  above  letter,  it  was  the  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  Madison  communicated  to  the  veteran  St.  Clair  the  fact 
of  his  removal  by  the  President.  I  know  of  no  relations  to  party  or  politi- 
cal ethics,  that  will  excuse  the  Secretary  of  State  in  inclosing  an  official  com- 
munication of  that  delicate  nature,  undercover,  to  a  bitter  political  and  per- 
sonal enemy.  It  was  known  to  Mr.  Madison  that  Mr.  Secretary  Byrd  had  re- 
fused for  months  to  discharge  his  duties  as  secretary  of  the  Territory;  that  he 
had  on  one  occasion  taken  advantage  of  the  Governor's  absence  to  remove  his 
appointees,  and  put  Kepublicans  in  their  places ;  and  that  he  had  doyoted  his 
time  since  his  appointment  to  the  office  in  forming  a  party  in  opposition  to 
the  Governor,  whom  he  never  failed  to  treat  with  studied  disrespect.  All 
this  was  known  to  Mr.  Madison ;  but,  then,  Mr.  Byrd  was  engaged  in  the 
work  of  making  a  new  Kepublican  State. 

Here  the  public  career  of  Arthur  St.  Clair  properly  ends.  See  Vol.  I.,  pp. 
248-256. 

Vale  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Federalist;  enter  Edward  Tiffin,  Republican. 
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THE  ORDINANCE  OF  1787,  AND  ITS  HISTORY. 

BY  PETER  _FORCE. 

[See  Vol.  I.,  pp.  llG-36.] 

On  the  first  of  March,  1784,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, of  Virginia,  Mr.  Chase,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Howell,  of  Rhode 
Island,  submitted  to  Congress  the  following  plan  for  the  temporary 
government  of  the  Western  Territory : 

• 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  temporary 
government  of  the  Western  Territory  have  agreed  to  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  territory  ceded  or  to  be  ceded  by  individual 
Stales  to  the  United  States,  whensoever  the  same  shall  have  been  pur- 
chased of  the  Indian  inhabitants,  and  offered  for  sale  by  the  United 
8tates,  shall  be  formed  into  additional  States,  bounded  in  the  follow- 
ing manner,  as  nearly  as  such  cessions  will  admit:  That  is  to  say, 
northwardly  and  southwardly  by  parallels  of  latitude,  so  that  each 
State  shall  comprehend,  from  south  to  north,  two  degrees  of  latitude, 
beginning  to  count  from  the  completion  of  thirty-one  degrees  north 
of  the  equator;  but  any  territory  northwardly  of  the  forty-seventh  de- 
gree shall  make  part  of  the  State  next  below.  And  eastwardly  and 
westwardly  they  shall  be  bounded,  those  on  the  Mississippi  by  that 
river  on  the  one  side,  and  the  meridian  of  the  lowest  point  of  the 
rapids  of  the  Ohio  on  the  other;  and  those  adjoining  on  the  east,  by 
the  same  meridian  on  their  western  side,  and  on  the  eastern  by  the 
meridian  of  the  western  cape  of  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha. 
And  the  territory  eastward  of  this  last  meridian,  between  the  OHio, 
Lake  Erie,  and  Pennsylvania,  shall  be  one  State. 

That  the  settlers  within  the  territory  so  to  be  purchased  and  offered 
for  sale  shall,  either  on  their  own  petition  or  on  the  order  of  Congress, 
receive  authority  from  them,  with  appointments  of  time  and  place,  for 
their  free  males  of  full  ago  to  meet  together  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  temporary  government  to  adopt  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
any  one  of  these  States,  so  that  such  laws  nevertheless  shall  bo  subject 
to  alteration  by  their  ordinary  legislature,  and  to  erect,  subject  to  a 
like  alteration,  counties  or  townships  for  the  election  of  members  of 
their  legislature. 

That  such  temporary  government  shall  only  continue  in  force  in  any 
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Slnta  unfit  it  shall  bnvC  t>eqtiiK<l  twenljr  thoQEntid  free  inbabitanta. 
wlii'ii.  giving  due  proof  Ibereof  to  Congreas,  they  ehall  receive  from 
Uieiii  authority,  with  ■ppoii»tinent«  of  time  and  plj 
veution  of  rei<resent«tiv«B  to  eiitiibUsh  aperraanent 
govprmnent  for  theniBelvos. 

Prnvided,  Tliat  both  tlje  tomriorarj'  Bnd  permftiient  governmenta  he 
eatabliBhed  on  these  principles  as  their  buis : 

1.  That  they  aball  forever  remain  a  part  of  the  United  Slnt«a  of 
America. 

'i.  That,  in  tiieir  persons,  properly,  nnd  territory,  thpy  shall  be  sub- 
jeot  to  the  Government  of  the  United  StatJ'B  in  Congress  assenibled, 
and  to  tho  Articles  of  Ci>n  federal  ion  in  all  those  cases  in  which  the 
oHginnl  Stfttea  shall  be  so  subject. 

3.  Thnt  thoy  shall  be  nuhjecl  to  pay  a  part  of  tho  Federetl  debts,  con- 
trnctod  or  to  be  contracted,  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Congress, 
according  to  the  stiine  common  rule  and  measure  by  which  apportion- 
ments thereof  shall  be  made  on  Che  other  States. 

4.  That  their  respective  governments  shall  be  in  republican  forms, 
and  shall  admit  no  person  to  be  a  oitixen  who  holds  any  hereditary 
title. 

5.  That,  after  the  year  ISnO  of  tho  ChHstian  era,  there  shall  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  any  of  the  said  Statea. 
otherwise  than  in  tim  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted  to  have  been  personally  guilty. 

That  whensoever  any  of  the  eoid  States  ehalt  have,  of  free  in- 
habitants,  as  many  tn  kIiuII  then  bo  in  any  one  of  the  least  numerous 
of  the  thirteen  original  .States,  such  .State  shall  be  admitted  by  its 
delegates  into  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  said  original  States,  after  which  liie  assent  of  tivo-thirds  of 
the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  requisite  in  all 
those  ca.ies  wherein,  by  the  confederation,  the  absent  of  nine  Stat«B 
is  noiv  required,  providi'<l  the  consent  of  nine  f-tates  to  such  admission 
may  be  obtained  according  lo  tho  eleventh  of  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration. Until  such  admission  by  their  delegates  into  Congress,  any 
of  the  said  States,  after  the  establishment  of  their  temporary  govern- 
ment, sliall  have  authority  to  keep  a  sitting  member  in  Congress,  with 
a  right  of  debating  but  not  of  voting. 

That  the  territory  northward  of  the  forty-fifih  degree,  that  is  to  say, 
of  tlie  completion  of  forly-fivc  di'grees  from  the  equator,  and  extend- 
ing to  the  Lake  of  the  Wood,?,  shall  be  called  S'lhania.  That,  of  the 
territory  under  tho  fortv-fiftli  and  forty-fourth  degrees,  that  which  lies 
westwiiid  of  Michigan  shall  be  called  Mkhigaiiia ;  and  that  which  ia 
eastward  thereof,  within  the  peninsula  formed  by  the  lakes  and  waters 
of  Michigan,  Huron,  St.  Clair,  and  Erie,  shall  be  called  Cherontsa*.  and 
shall  include  any  part  of  the  peninsula  which  may  extend  above  tlis 
forty-fifth  degree.  Of  the  territory  under  the  forty-third  and  forly- 
Becond  degrees,  that  to  the  westward,  through  which  the  Aesenisjpi  or 
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Eock  River  runs,  shall  be  called  Assemsipia;  and  that  to  the  eastward, 
in  which  are  the  fountains  of  the  Muskingum,  the  two  Miamis  of 
Ohio,  the  Wabash,  the  Illinois,  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  and  the  San- 
dusky Rivers,  shall  be  called  Metropotamia.  Of  the  territory  which  lies 
under  the  forty-first  and  fortieth  degrees,  the  western,  through  which 
the  river  Illinois  runs,  shall  be  called  lllinoia ;  that  next  adjoining,  to 
the  eastward,  Saratoga;  and  that  between  this  last  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  extending  from  the  Ohio  to  Lake  Erie,  shall  be  called  Washington. 
Of  the  territory  which  lies  under  the  thirty-ninth  and  thirty-eighth 
degrees,  to  which  shall  be  added  so  much  of  the  point  of  land  within 
the  fork  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  as  lies  under  the  thirty-seventh 
degree,  that  to  the  westward,  within  and  adjacent  to  which  are  the 
confluences  of  the  rivers  Wabash,  Shawnee,  Tanisee,  Ohio,  Illinois, 
Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  shall  be  called  Polj/potamia ;  and  that  to  the 
eastward,  farther  up  the  Ohio,  otherwise  called  the  Pelisipi,  shall  be 
called  Pelisipia. 

That  all  the  preceding  articles  shall  be  formed  into  a  charter  of  com- 
pact; shall  be  duly  executed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  Congress  assembled,  under  his  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United 
States;  shall  be  promulgated,  and  shall  stand  as  fundamental  condi- 
tions between  the  thirteen  original  States  and  these  newly  described, 
unalterable  but  by  the  joint  consent  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress 
assembled,  and  of  the  particular  State  within  which  such  alteration  is 
proposed  to  be  made. 

This  report  was  recommitted  to  the  same  committee  on  the  17th  of 
March,  and  a  new  one  was  submitted  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month. 
The  second  report  agreed  in  substance  with  the  first.  The  principal 
difference  was  the  omission  of  the  paragraph  giving  names  to  the 
States  to  be  formed  out  of  the  W^estern  Territory.  It  was  taken  up 
for  consideration  by  Congress  on  the  19th  of  April,  on  which  day,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Spaight,  of  North  Carolina,  the  following  clause  was 
struck  out: 

"That,  after  the  year  1800  of  the  Christian  era,  there  shall  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  any  of  the  said  States, 
otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted  to  have  been  personally  guilty." 

The  report  was  further  considered  and  amended  on  tho  20th  and 
21  St.  On  the  23d,  it  was  agreed  to  (ten  States  votin«r  ayt\  and  one  wo), 
without  the  clause  prohibiting  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude  after 
the  year  LSOO.  On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report,  after  the  pro- 
hibitory clause  was  struck  out,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by 
Mr.  Beresford.     The  vote  was : 


Sppen/cUx. 


New  TIompBhire — 
Mr,  Foster,  (lye. 
Mr.  BUiichud,  ftys. 

Uauacb  usetts — 
Mr.  Gerry,  ftyo. 
Mr.  Pariridge,  ftyo. 

Rhode  Island — 
Mr.  Ellery,  aye. 
Mr.  Ilowell,  aye. 

Connecticut — 

Mr,  ililiermim,  »ye. 
Mr.  Wadsworth.  ny*. 

New  York- 
Mr.  Dewilt,  »yo, 
Mr.  I'niDe,  aye. 

New  Jersey — 

Mr.  Beatty,  aye. 
Mr.  Bic-k.  aye. 

Delaware  (ubBOiil). 


Penpsylvanin — 

Mr.  MitBin,  aye. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  ay 

Mr.  Band.  nye. 
M»rylaiid^ 

Mr.  Stone,  aye. 

Mr.  Chose,  aye. 
Virgini*— 

Mr.  Jefferson,  aye. 

Mr.  Mercer,  aye. 

Mr.  Monroe,  aye- 
North  CMolina— 

Mr,  Wini)tros,aya. 

Mr.  t^{iaight.  aye. 
South  Carolmn — 

Mr.  KuMl,  no. 

tiit.  Beresford,  no. 
Georgia  (absent). 


Tliui,  the  report  of  Mr,  .Tefierson  for  the  temporary  government  of 
the  Western  Ti-rrilory,  without  any  reefriclion  ivhnti-vi-r  :is  io  slavery. 
received  the  vote  of  every  State  present  except  South  Carolina.  It 
did  not  "  lay  on  the  talile  of  Congress  during  the  tliree  years  from  1784 
to  ITiST."  During  these  three  yeiira,  it  was  the  Imv  of  the  land.  It 
was  repeali'd  in  17H7. 

Nciirly  ;\  ji'iir  ofter  the  first  plan  was  adopted,  the  cl.iuse  originally 
oftVred  by  Mr.  JelllTsoii,  as  a  part  of  tho  charUr  of  co.'ip„cl  ami  funda- 
niciilal  con'lUn'iaiis  lietwecn  the  thirteen  original  .Statos  and  the  new 
State*  to  111?  formed  in  the  Western  Territory,  prohibiting  slavery  and 
involnntary  servitiidi-.  iv.i.s  ag:iin  submitted  to  Congress,  omitting  the 
timo  named—"  nft.'r  the  year  IHOO  of  the  Christian  era." 

On  the  IGth  of  Marcli,  17.^5— 


"A  motion  wa.s  m.ide  by  Mr,  King,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  that  the 
folloH-iiig  proposition  bo  comniilled: 

"That  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in 
any  of  the  Slat<-»  di^scribed  in  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  23il  of 
April,  17S4,  otherwise  than  in  the  piiniahment  of  crimes  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  personalty  guilty;  and  that  this  regulation  sbstl 
be  an  article  of  compact,  and  remain  a  fundamental  principle  of  the 
constitutions  between  Ibe  thirteen  original  States  and  each  of  the 
States  described  in  the  said  resolve  of  the  23d  of  April,  1784." 


Then 
that  Is,  > 


n  was  "that  the  following  proposition  he  c 
iiitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Uouse;  i 


nitted" 
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the  nature  of  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the  Western  Terri- 
tory." At  that  time,  there  was  no  such  committee.  It  was  a  separate, 
independent  proposition.  The  very  terms  of  it  show  that  it  was  of- 
fered as  an  addition  to  the  resolve  of  April  23,  1784,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  restoring  to  that  resolve  a  clause  that  had  originally  formed  a 
part  of  it. 

Mr.  King's  motion  to  commit  was  agreed  to — eight  States  (New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland)  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
and  three  States  (Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina)  in  the 
negative.     Neither  Delaware  nor  Georgia  was  represented. 

After  the  commitment  of  this  proposition,  it  was  neither  called  up 
in  Congress  nor  noticed  by  any  of  the  committees  who  subsequently 
reported  plans  for  the  government  of  the  Western  Territory. 

The  subject  was  not  laid  over  from  this  time  till  September,  1786. 
It  is  noticed  as  being  before  Congress  on  the  24th  of  March,  the  10th 
of  May,  the  13th  of  July,  and  the  24th  of  August  of  that  year. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1786,  a  report  was  made  by  the  grand  Com- 
mittee of  the  House,  to  whom  had  been  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe upon  the  subject  of  the  Western  Territory. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1786,  a  report  was  made  by  another  committee, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Monroe,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Connecticut, 
Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Kean,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  to  whom  a  motion  of  Mr.  Dane,  for  con- 
sidering and  reporting  the  form  of  a  temporary  government  for  the 
Western  Territory,  was  referred.  This  report,  after  amendment,  was 
recommitted  on  the  13th  of  July  following. 

On  the  24th  of  August,  1786,  the  Secretary  of  Congress  was  directed 
to  inform  the  inhabitants  of  Kaskaskias  "  that  Congress  have  under 
their  consideration  the  plan  of  a  temporary  government  for  the  said 
district,  and  that  its  adoption  will  be  no  longer  protracted  than  the 
importance  of  the  subject  and  a  due  regard  to  their  interest  may  re- 
quire." 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1786,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Smith, 
of  New  York,  Mr.  Dane,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Henry,  of  Mary- 
land, appointed  to  propose  a  "plan  of  temporary  government  for  such 
districts  or  new  States  as  shall  be  laid  out  by  the  United  States  upon 
the  principles  of  the  acts  of  cession  from  individual  States,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  Confederacy,"  made  a  report,  which  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  on  the  29th,  and,  after  some  discussion,  and  several  mo- 
tions to  amend,  the  further  consideration  was  postponed. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1787,  same  committee  (Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Pinckney,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Dane,  and  Mr.  Henry)  reported  "an  ordi- 
nance for  the  government  of  the  Western  Territory."  It  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  amended  on  the  9th  of  May,  and  the  next  day  was 
assigned  for  the  third  reading.     On  the  10th,  the  order  of  the  day  for 
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the  Ihii'tl  ruutling  was  called  for  by  the  -Slate  of  MnssnehusetU,  a 
WOB  poitiponed.    On  the  9th  und  lUth  of  Hay.  UawMwbuautti  was  rep'^ 
resented  by  Mr.  Gorhain,  Ur.  King,  cind  Mr.  Dane.     Thr  prQpositiag>J 
which,  oil  Mr,  King's  motion,  was  "  committed  "  on  the  ISlh  of  Unrohf 
of  the  preceding  year,  was  not  in  the  ordinance,  as  ruported  by  t 
committee,  nor  was  auy  motion  nirule  in  the  Congress  to  ii 
Hm<-n<lmonl. 

'llie  following  is  a  copy  of  the  ordinance  a 
to  a  third  reading: 


amended  and  oiiiered  1 


It  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assemble^  J 
thtit  there  shall  be  appoiiit«d,  from  time  to  time,  a  governor,  wbo8»l 
tiomuiiitsion  shall  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unlesB 
ftooiier  revoked  by  CongreM. 

There  shall  beappoinW>d  by  CoogresB,  from  time  to  time,  a  secretary, 
whose  commission  shall  continue  in  force  for  four  years,  unless  sooner 
revoked  by  Congress.  It  nhall  be  his  duty  to  keep  and  preserve  the 
acts  and  lavm  passed  by  the  fieneral  Assembly,  and  public  records  of 
the  district,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  in  his  executive 
department,  and  transmit  authentic  copies  oC  such  acts  and  proceed- 
ings every  six  months  to  the  Secretary  of  Congress. 

There  shall  also  be  appoioted  a  court  to  consist  of  three  Judges,  any 
two  of  whom  shall  form  a  court,  who  shall  have  a  common  law  juria- 
diction,  wliose  comioiasious  shall  continue  in  force  during  good  be- 
havior. 

Antl,  to  secure  the  rights  of  pirsonnl  liberty  and  property  to  the  in- 
habitants and  othei's,  purcliasers  in  the  said  districts,  it  is  hereby  or- 
dained that  the  inhabitants  of  said  districts  shall  always  be  entitled  to 
the  beneKts  of  the  act  of  lurlims  corjiiia  ami  of  the  trial  by  jury. 

The  governor  and  judge.j,  or  a  miyority  of  them  shall  adopt  and 
publish  ill  the  districts  such  laws  of  the  original  States,  criminal  and 
civil,  as  may  be  necessary  and  best  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
district,  and  i-eport  thum  to  Congress  from  time  to  time,  which  shall 
prevail  in  said  district  until  the  organization  of  the  General  Assembly, 
unless  disapproved  of  by  Congres.s;  but,  afterwards,  the  Genernl  As- 
sembly shall  have  authority  to  alter  them  na  they  think  fit:  provided, 
however,  that  said  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  create  perpetui- 

The  governor,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  eommander-in- chief  of  the 
militia,  and  appoint  anil  commission  all  officers  in  the  same  below  the 
rank  of  general  ottioors;  all  ollicers  of  that  rank  shall  be  appointed 
and  commissioned  by  Congress. 

Pre^■iouM  to  the  organiKalion  of  the  General  Assembly,  flie  governor 
shall  appoint  such  magistrates  and  oilier  civil  officers,  in  each  couniy 
or  township,  as   lie  shall   find  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
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and  good  order  in  the  same.  After  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  or- 
ganized, the  powers  and  duties  of  magistrates  and  other  civil  officers 
shall  be  regulated  and  defined  by  the  said  Assembly ;  but  all  magis- 
trates and  other  civil  officers,  not  herein  otherwise  directed,  shall,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  this  temporary  government,  be  appointed  by 
the  governor. 

The  governor  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  proceed  to  lay  out  the  district 
into  counties  and  townships,  subject,  however,  to  such  alterations  as 
may  thereafter  be  made  by  the  legislature,  so  soon  as  there  shall  be 
five  thousand  free  male  inhabitants,  of  full  age,  within  the  said  dis- 
trict. Upon  giving  due  proof  thereof  to  the  governor,  they  shall  re- 
ceive authority,  with  time  and  place,  to  elect  representatives  from  their 
counties  or  townships,  as  aforesaid,  to  represent  them  in  General  As- 
sembly: provided,  that  for  every  five  hundred  free  male  inhaVdtants 
there  shall  be  one  representative,  and  so  on  progressively  with  the 
number  of  free  male  inhabitant*  shall  the  right  of  representation  in- 
crease, until  the  number  of  representatives  amounts  to  twenty-five; 
after  which  the  number  and  proportion  of  representatives  shall  be 
regulated  by  the  legislature :  provided,  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible 
or  qualified  to  act  as  a  representative,  unless  he  be  a  citizen  of  one  of 
the  United  States,  or  have  resided  within  such  district  three  years, 
and  shall  likewise  hold,  in  his  own  right,  in  fee  simple,  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  within  the  same:  provided,  also,  that  a  freehold  or  life 
estate  in  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  said  district,  if  a  citizen  of  any  of 
the  United  States,  and  two  years'  residence,  if  a  foreigner,  in  addition, 
shall  be  necessary  to  qualify  a  man  as  elector  for  the  said  representa- 
tive. 

The  representatives  thus  elected  shall  serve  for  the  t^rm  of  two  years, 
and,  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  representative,  or  removal  from  ofiice, 
the  governor  shall  issue  a  writ  to  the  county  or  township  for  which  he 
was  a  member,  to  elect  another  in  his  stead,  to  serve  for  the  residue 
of  the  time. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  consist  of  the  governor,  a  legislative 
council,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  to  continue  in  office  during  pleasure, 
any  three  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum,  and  a  House  of  Representatives, 
who  shall  have  a  legislative  authority  complete  in  all  cases  for  the 
good  government  of  said  district:  provided,  that  no  act  of  the  said 
General  Assembly  shall  be  construed  to  affect  any  lands  the  property 
of  the  United  States:  and  provided,  further,  that  the  lands  of  the  non- 
resident proprietors  shall  in  no  instance  be  taxed  higher  than  the 
lands  of  residents. 

All  bills  shall  originate  indifferently  either  in  the  council  or  House 
of  Representatives,  and,  having  been  passed  by  a  majority  in  both 
Houses,  shall  be  referred  to  the  governor  for  his  assent,  after  obtaining 
VOL.  II. — 39 
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ivhk'h  tliey  slinll  b<>  complpli?  and  vnlW;  but  no  bill  or  legislolive 
wliutever  sLmll  bo  vftlid  or  uf  any  force  wiiboiit  liiii  afHwuth 

Tbe  governor  xh all  hftvo  power  la  onovcnn,  prorogue,  und  dissolva   ' 
tilt-  'iont^ral  Assembly  tvben,  in  hii  opinion,  it  stwll  be  expe<iioi)t. 

I'he  sail)  inhitbitanta  or  sr.ttlrrs  ahaU  bo  Bti^iACt  to  pay  «  part  nf  the 
Teilerftl  debt!-,  coutractt^d  or  to  be  t-'ontruaU'd.  unil  to  bear  a  propor- 
titinnl  part  of  the  burdeus  of  tlll:^  goverumeiit,  to  bo  apportioned  on 
tlii-m  by  Congress,  nooordlug  to  (besameeomnion  ruleiind  mensure  by 
which  apportioniacnts  thereof  shall  be  nimlo  on  the  other  SCatea. 

'I'he  governor,  jndgns,  legialativo  eoiinctl,  aecretaiy,  and  such  other 
officers  aa  Congiew  ahall  at  any  time  think  proper  to  appoint  in  such 
diatridt,  elinli  take  an  oath  or  altirmation  of  fidelity ;  tho  governor  be- 
fore the  President  of  Cotigrean,  itnd  bU  other  officers  before  the  gov- 
ernor, prescribed  on  tho  17th  day  of  January,  17S5,  to  the  Secretary 
of  War.  7"U(.i/w  mularulig. 

Whensoever  nny  of  the  said  States  shall  have  of  free  inhabitants  as 
many  as  aru  ecjunl  in  number  to  the  one-thirteenth  part  of  the  cillsens 
of  the  original  States,  to  he  cotnputo<l  from  tho  last  enumerntioii,  aiicb 
State  shall  be  a<itnitted  bj  its  delegates  into  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  said  original  States:  provided,  the 
consent  of  so  many  States  in  Congress  is  first  obtained  as  may  at  that 
tiini'  b(>  pompptent  t^  snch  admi'^sinn. 

Rri:iitvrd.  That  the  resolutions  of  the  23d  of  April,  1T84,  be  and  tJte 
same  are  hereby  annulled  and  repenled. 

Such  was  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Western  Terri- 
tory, wlien  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  on  the  lOtli  of  May,  1 787. 
It  bad  then  made  no  further  progress  in  the  development  of  those 
great  principled  for  which  il  bin  since  been  distinguished  via  "one  of  the 
greatt'st  monuments  of  civil  jin'isprudeticr,"  It  made  no  provision  for 
the  <-<|ii:il  distribntioii  of  esfales.  It  siiid  nothing  of  extending  the 
fuudanienliil  principles  of  civil  and  leliiiious  liberty—nothins  of  the 
rights  of  conscience,  knowledge,  or  education.  It  did  not  contain  the 
articles  of  compact,  whieh  were  to  remain  unaltered  forever,  unless  by 

We  now  eonii'  to  the  time  when  these  great  principles  were  first 
brou^iit  forward. 

On  the  Uth  of  -Inly,  17S7,  the  ordinance  was  again  referred.  The 
committee  now  consisted  of  Mr,  Carrington,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Dane,  of 
Ma,>aclnisetts.  ,Mr.  J{.  II.  Lee.  of  Virjiini;i.  Mr.  Kean,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  ,'<niith,  of  Xeiv  York.  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
Kean,  the  new  members,  were  a  miijorily. 

This  committee  did  not  "merely  revise  tbe  ordinance:"  they  pre- 
parcil  and  reported  the  great  Bii.r.  op  Kiohts  for  the  territory  north- 
west of  thoDhio. 

'I'he  question  is  here  jiresentcd,  why  w.is  Mr.  Carrington,  a  new  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  placed  at  the  head  of  it,  to  the  exclusion  of  ifp-^ 
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Dane  nnd  Mr.  Smitli,  who  had  served  previously?  In  the  absence  of 
positive  evidence,  there  appears  to  be  but  one  answer  to  this  question. 
The  opinions  of  all  the  members  were  known  in  Congress.  In  the 
course  of  debate,  new  views  had  been  presented,  which  must  have 
been  received  with  general  approbation.  A  majority  of  the  committee 
were  the  advocates  of  these  views,  and  the  member  by  whom  they 
were  presented  to  the  House  was  selected  as  the  chairman.  There  is 
nothing  improbable  or  out  of  the  usual  course  of  proceeding  in  this. 
Indeed,  the  prompt  action  of  the  committee  and  of  the  Congress  goes 
verv  far  to  confirm  it. 

On  the  11th  of  July  (two  days  after  the  reference),  Mr.  Oarrington 
reported  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  north-we.st  of  the  river  Ohio.  This  ordinance  was  read 
a  second  time  on  the  12th  (and  amended,  as  stated  below),  and,  on  the 
13th,  it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
eight  States  present  in  the  Congress, 

On  the  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  (being  required  by  Mr.  Yates) 
were  as  follows : 


New  Hampshire  (absent). 
Massachusetts — 

Mr.  Holten,  aye. 

Mr.  Dane,  aye. 
Hhode  Island  (absent). 
Connecticut  (absent). 
New  York — 

Mr.  Smith,  aye. 

Mr.  Ilaring,  aye. 

Mr.  Yates,  aye. 
New  Jersey — 

Mr.  Clarke,  ave. 

Mr.  Schureman,  aye. 
Delaware — 

Mr.  Kearney,  aye. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  aye. 


Maryland  (absent). 
Virginia — 

Mr.  Grayson,  aye, 

Mr.  R.  JI.  Lee,  aye. 

Mr.  Carrington,  aye. 
North  Carolina — 

Mr.  Blount,  aye. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  aye. 
South  Carolina — 

Mr.  Kean,  aye. 

Mr.  Iluger,  aye. 
Georgia — 

Mr.  Few,  aye. 

Mr.  Pierce,  aye. 
Pennsylvania  (absent). 


It  appears,  then,  that,  instead  of  having  "  this  ordinance  under  de- 
liberation and  revision  for  three  years  and  six  months,"  in  fice  days  it 
was  passed  through  all  the  forms  of  legislation — the  reference,  the 
action  of  the  committee,  the  report,  the  three  several  readings,  the 
discussion  and  amendment  by  Congress,  and  the  final  passage. 

On  the  r2th  of  July  (as  above  stated),  Mr.  Dane  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment,  which  was  adopted  as  the  sixth  of  the  articles  of  the 
compact : 


^'Article  the  Sixth.    There  shall   be   neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude  in  the  said  territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
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crimes,  whereof  the  party  eh  all  hnve  tK«n  duly  cnnvicted;  pTmnJrd, 
aU-auji,  that  any  pei'son,  escaping  into  the  Hnme,  frnm  nhnm  liil>ar  or 
service  is  claimed  in  any  of  tlii'  nriginnl  States,  Bucii  fugitive  mAy  be 
lawfully  r^olaiined  and  conveyed  la  Uia  jwrson  cUimitig  hU  or  lier 
labor  or  service,  as  aforesaid. 

Tliis  iiad,  in  part,  been  prefeoted  by  Mr.  J«ffer«ou,  In  1784,  and 
again  by  Mr.  King,  in  17S5.  The  aiseriion  that  tbiB  clause,  "as  it  now 
exists  in  the  ordinance,"  was  "proposed  and  carried  h;  Mr.  King, 
when  neither  JetTerson  nor  Dane  waa  present,"  is  singularly  incorrect. 
Ill  the  propoaiiion  nubmitted  by  Mr.  King,  in  1785  (which  was  never 
afterwurds  called  up  in  Congress),  there  was  no  provision  for  reclaim- 
ing fugitives ;  and.  without  such  a  provision,  it  could  not  tiar«  bee-n 
carried  at  all ;  besides,  the  clause,  "as  it  now  exists  in  llm  ordinance," 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Dane,  on  Lba  12th  of  July,  ITST,  and  carried  by 
tha  unanimous  vote  of  Congress,  when  Mr.  King  was  not  present. 

Mr.  King  was  a  member  of  the  convention  for  framing  the  Federal 
aonslitution.  He  was  present  and  voted  in  the  convention  on  the  12th 
of  July,  1787.  The  whole  of  that  day  was  occupied  in  settling  the  pro- 
portion of  representation  and  direct  taxation,  which  was  then  deter- 
mined as  it  now  stands  in  the  conslltution,  viz.:  "  By  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  free  persona,  including  those  hound  to  service  for  a 
term  of  ye-ars,  and  excluding  Indians,  not  taxed,  three-fiflhi  of  ail  other 

The  Congress  and  the  convention  were  both  in  session  at  the  sanifl 
time,  in  Pliiladelpliia.  There  was,  of  course,  free  intercourse  and  in- 
lercliangu  of  opinion  between  the  members  of  the  two  bodies.  To 
tills  muy  be  attributed  the  adoption  on  the  same  day  of  the  clause  in 
the  ordinance  and  the  cUiuse  in  the  coiistitution. 

TliH  accompanying  copy  of  tlie  ordinance  shows  (bo  amendments 
mailc  in  Congress,  on  tlie  Vllh  .if  ,lnly,  to  >tr.  CavHnglon's  report  of 
llie  lUh.  All  that  wrwslLuck  out  is  [irintcd  in  {/',-;,>].  what  was  in- 
serted is  in  KMAi.i.  CAPITAL'!.  The  reader,  on  comparing  this  with  the 
j>tans  previously  reported  by  Mr.  .JelTeraon  and  by  Mr,  .lohnson,  will 
see  that  most  of  the  prinriples  "  on  which  its  wisdom  and  fame  rest " 
were  first  presented  by  Mr.  Carriiigton.' 


Statks  soin  h-wk.st  or  the  liivna  Ohio. 
St  il  ordiin.:.l  l.-i  ihe  Ct'dcd  Slat:s,  m  Omji-^w  asumhted.  That   the  said 
Tcrrilorv,  for  ihe  pui-posus  of  temporary  government,  be  one  district; 
subject,  however,  to  l)e  divided   into  two  districts,  as  future  circum- 
stances may,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  make  it  expedient. 

i\)  Tiiu  ImwiinKc  of  Jlr.  Forrt  is  mt.^len.lliie.    Wlifle  mn,l  at  Ibe  principles  on 
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Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  estates  both  of  resi- 
dent and  non-resident  proprietors  in  the  said  Territory,  dying  intestate, 
shall  descend  to  and  be  distributed  among  their  children  and  the  de- 
scendants of  a  deceased  cliild  in  equal  parts;  the  descendants  of  a 
deceased  child  or  grandchild  to  take  the  share  of  their  deceased  parent 
in  equal  part«  among  them ;  and  where  there  shall  be  no  children  or 
descendants,  then  in  equal  parts  to  the  next  of  kin,  in  equal  degree; 
and  among  collaterals,  the  children  of  a  deceased  brother  or  sister  of 
the  intestate  shall  have  in  equal  parts  among  them  their  deceased 
parent's  share;  and  thkre  shall  in  ko  case  be  a  dlstixctiox  bktwkkn 
KINDRED  OF  THE  WHOLE  AND  HALF  BLOOD ;  saving  in  all  cases  to  the  widow 
of  the  intestate  her  third  part  of  the  real  estate  for  life,  and  []>/;here 
there  shall  be  no  children  of  the  intestate']  one  third  part  of  the  personal  es- 
tate; and  this  law  relative  to  descents  and  dower  shall  remain  in  full 
force  until  altered  by  the  legislature  of  the  district.  And  until  the 
governor  and  judges  shall  adopt  laws  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  estates 
in  the  said  Territory  may  be  devised  or  bequeathed  by  wills  in  writing, 
signed  and  sealed  by  him  or  her  in  whom  the  estate  may  be  (being  of 
full  age),  and  attested  by  three  witnesses;  and  real  estates  may  be  con- 
veyed by  lease  and  release,  or  bargain  and  sale,  signed,  sealed,  and  de- 
livered by  the  person,  being  of  full  age,  in  whom  the  estate  may  be, 
and  attested  by  two  witnesses,  provided  such  wills  be  duly  proved,  and 
such  conveyances  be  acknowledged,  or  the  execution  thereof  duly 
proved,  and  be  recorded  within  one  year  after  proper  magistrates, 
courts,  and  registers  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose;  and  personal 
property  may  be  transferred  by  delivery,  saving,  however,  to  the  [in- 
habitants of  Kaskaskie^  and  Post  Vinccnf^  French  and  Canadian  inhabit- 
ants, AND  OTHER  SETTLERS  OF  THE  KasKASKIES,  St.  ViNCENt's,  AND  THE 
NEIGHBORING  VILLAGES,  WHO  HAVE  HERETOFORE  PROFESSED  THEMSELVES  CITI- 
ZENS OF  Virginia,  their  laws  and  customs  now  in  force  among  them 
relative  to  the  descent  and  conveyance  of  property. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  there  shall  be  appointed, 
from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  a  governor,  whose  commission  shall 
continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  revoked 
by  Congress:  he  shall  reside  in  the  district  and  have  a  freehold  estate 
therein  in  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercise  of  liis 
office. 

There  shall  be  appointed,  from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  a  secre- 
tary, whose  commission  shall  continue  in  force  for  four  years,  unless 
sooner  revoked  :  he  shall  reside  in  the  district,  and  have  a  freehold  es- 
tate therein,  in  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercise  of  his 
office.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  keep  and  preserve  the  acts  and  laws 
passed  by  the  legislature,  and  the  public  records  of  the  district,  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  governor  in  his  executive  department,  and  transmit 
authentic  copies  of  such  acts  and  proceedings  every  six  months  to  the 
Secretary  of  Congress. 

There  shall  also  be  appointed  a  court,  to  consist  of  three  judges,  any 
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tw"  of  whom  to  form  n  pourl,  who  chnll  have  a  common  UiT  jnn 
lion,  aiiil  reside  in  the  lUstrU'l,  und  hare  eitch  therein  a  frei^bold  estat*, 
in  five  hundred  acres  of  Inud,  while  in  Uu-  pxercise  uf  iheirufDoes; 
and  their  commissionB  Mbalt  conlinut*  iu  foroo  during  good  beliavio 

Tlio  governor  and  judgos,  or  a  mi^orilf  of  thi'Di.  ofaall  ftdopt  » 
publish  in  the  district  BUeh  laws  of  the  orfgtDal  .SUt«s  oritninal  ■ 
civil,  as  may  he  nuuebBary  and  best  Huited  to  the  circnni«(anp»!i  of  ll 
(ti&lrlot.  and  report  thuin  to  tJoiigremi  from  time  to  tim(\  whiob  lawi 
sUall  be  in  force  in  tho  liistriet  until  tbo  organiiati 
Assembly  thornin,  unlt-sn  disnppi-oved  of  hy  Congroi 
the  legi»l».luro  sball  have  autlinriiy  to  niter  ibem  b: 
fit, 

The  governor,  for  iho  timo  being,  shnll  becommandeMu-fhipfof  the 
militia,  and  appoint  nnd  eummlssian  kll  officers  in  tfai'  samtr  below  the 
iiink  or  gcnnrn!  oHii't^r*:  all  iikhbral  officers  {^abow  llml  nnki  shall  ba^^| 
appoiutt^d  Ktid  L'ummisiioni^d  by  Con([ruw  ^^| 

Prttviuus  to  tlie  urganiiatlou  of  the  General  Asi^mbly,  the  govemor^^H 
shall  appoint  nuch  m»|tlp*irfit«»  and  olhor  civil  otKcors  in  eooh  county  ^^ 
or  township  va  be  shall  And  neceosAry  for  th<i  preservation  of  tho  peace 
and  good  order  in  the  nnmn.  Aftl^r  the  flnnernl  Assembly  shall  be 
orgitiiiied,  the  powers  nnd  duties  of  magiatmtes  and  other  civil 
ofH<'prs  *liall  be  regu1atr<l  and  defined  by  the  said  ABricmbly;  but  all 
iiiEyyi-Li'iiU'^  und  olhi?r  civil  oftirers.  not  hen'in  otherwise  directed,  shall, 
during  the  continuance  ol  this  temporary  government,  be  appointed 
by  the  governor. 

For  thi'  prevention  of  crimes  and  injuries,  tbe  lan-s  to  be  adopted  or 
made  shall  bare  force  in  nil  pnrtx  of  the  di^lriot,  and  for  the  execution 
of  pro<'6»s,  rriminnt  nnd  civil,  the  governor  shall  make  jiroper  divisions 
th«reoF;  and  he  sliiiil  proceed,  from  time  to  time,  as  circumaloncea 
may  rc(|uire,  to  lay  out  tho  parts  of  the  district  in  which  the  Indian 
titles  fihiill  have  been  exlingnisbed  into  counties  and  townships,  sub- 
ject, however,  to  such  alteralions  as  may  thereafter  be  made  by  the 
legislature. 

So  soon  as  there  shull  l)c  tlve  thousand  free  male  inhabitants,  of  full 
age,  in   Ihn  district,  upon  giving  proof  thereof  to  tlie  governor,  ihey 
Bhatl  receive  authority,  with  lime  and  place,  to  elect  representatives 
from  thuir  counties  or  townshiji^,  to  represent  them  in  the  General  As- 
sembly:  provided,  that,  f<n'  every  live  hundred  free  male  inhabitants^, 
there  shall  be  one  repref^entative.  and  so  on   progressively  with  Ilx  «^ 
number  of  free  male  inhabitants  shall  the  right  of  representation  L-i.-i^ 
crease,  until  the  number  of  representatives  sliall  nmount  to  twent->-- 
live;   after  wliich   the  number  and  proportion  of  representatives  sl^^_1j 
be  regulated  by  the  legisl.ilure:   provided,  that  no  jierson  shall  bo    ^,|;_ 
gible  or  imalified  to  act  as  a  representative,  unless  he  shall  have  k>ti«j„ 
a  citi^ten  of  one  of  tlie  United  Stales  three  yoari',  and  be  a  resident  in 
tlie  district,  or  unless  he  shall  have  resided  in  the  district  three  yeara, 
and,  in  cither  case,  shall  likewise  hold  in  his  own  right,  in  fee  ^tapig^ 
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y^rs.  and,  i„  caS''7  ."'"«  elected  sb.U  ^"'"'i'  » 

««ce.  the  „ovZ         "'^  ''««th  of  L         *«'^e  for  th«  . 

'^hich  he  w«?  ""^  «'•»"  issue  a  w! '"^'P''^'^'' Native  „.    *^'"'°  °f  two 

T^e  GenerA)  a  ^^s  stead  f^   ""^^^hip  f^ 

"""ncil  shall  con  •      '^  "  "°"se  of  R  '      ""  «°n«8t  of  fi. 

""l^ss  soone  re  "::';[  five  me.„be,.fr''''"'*''ves.     Th/.*°'^'-"°^ 

*h«  followinir  n.  ^*  """^ncil  shin?       ^^ °f  when,  f^K      "^ y*"*", 

*»»«  district  and  ;    u""^'-  "'^-V  shall  11^  ""'^  P'ace  for  ^^  «*'«"   be 
^'"'d,  and  return  ft      ^"^'^^^d  of  1  ,'"''"««  *«"  per  on       *"  '^  '"'^^t 

rr  *  -<^  -^i---  to  cL^tft^  ^'^ «-  S;:r  ^"^^  - 

^hall  hann«n    •  '°^^«  serve  a«    /      '  ^^«  of  H'horv, /.         acres  of 

•«  "'embers  oitl     '^  ^"^'^^s  shalT I"'' '""'  returr  J       "'^  ^^»" 
^he  govern^    ,     ''•  <'°"ncil  fiv-«  "^^o'ltand  o„!I    **^"'''anies  to 

''-/au7;oX'^«-'''«ve  eo„;  .    SV"'^^^  -onTrr""  '"^-^ 
nance  JSi   ^    '""P^gnant  i  th       "'^^''  ^°'-  "'e  ^2?    ""^''^^s  shall 

*ffira.ation  ofTrr  '''*"  W"    b  T",?".  aecretan.  ,„^ 

.«f  Congre^and     ,"^  '^"^  "^office    ^     ''''^^'■'''-  ^''all'  ^  """'  °'''-'- 

•^"•"ed  in  one  r        '"""^  'n  the  d,V       '^  ^""ernor     1    ^''^s'dent 
*^el««ate  to  ^        °''™'  ^bail  haul  ''"'*'  'he  co«„  •^'     ^^  ^"''n  «s  „ 
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And  for  extend iog  [»  ol!  fiarinof  the  Chn/atem/j/]  the  fundsraenMl 
principles  of  civil  aud  rc-liginiis  libortjr,  which  form  the-  basis  whereon 
theitn  Republics,  their  Invrs  ami  constitutions,  are  erected ;  to  6x  and 
establish  those  principles  a»  the  h«ais  nf  all  laws,  constitutions,  and 
governments  which  forever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  xaid  territory; 
to  provide  also  for  the  enlablialimeut  of  States,  and  permunent  govem- 
meiil  therein,  and  for  their  adinisaion  to  a  share  in  the  Federal  coun- 
cils, on  tin  equal  fooling  with  the  ori(;iunl  Stules,  at  as  early  periods  as 
may  be  oonsiatetiL  wiih  the  general  interest — 

/( it  htrcliy  o'd  lintd  arut  decUred  hy  Ikt  •iulhoril;i  a/oreaaiil,  That  the  fol- 
lowing ortit^luB  shiiU  bci  considered  as  articles  of  compact  between  the 
original  .States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  territory,  and  for- 
ever remain  unalterable,  unless  by  common  consent,  t«  wit; 

ArIkU  Ml  Ftrtt.  No  person  demeaning  himseli'  in  n  peaceable  and 
orderly  manner. shall  ever  be  molested  on  account  of  faiti  mode  oF  wor- 
ship or  religious  sentiments  in  the  said  territory. 

ArticU  the  SasmJ,  The  inhnbitanta  of  the  said  territory  shall  always 
he  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  of  the 
trial  by  jury;  of  a  proportionate  representation  of  the  people  in  the 
legislature,  and  of  judicial  proceedings  according  to  the  course  of  the 
common  hiw;  all  persona  shall  be  bailable,  unless  for  capitnl  offenses, 
where  the  proof  shall  be  evident  or  the  presumption  great;  nil  fines 
shftll  bo  moderate,  and  no  cruel  or  unusual  punishments  shall  be  in- 
flicted; no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or  property  but  by  the 
judgment  of  his  i>eers,  or  the  law  of  tiie  hind;  and  should  the  public 
exigencies  make  it  necessary,  for  the  common  preservation,  to  lake 
any  person's  properly,  or  to  demand  his  parlicnlnr  services,  full  coni- 
peiisiLtiim  .shall  be  mude  for  the  i-ame;  niid,  in  the  just  preservation 
of  rights  and  properly,  it  i.i  unUer.stood  and  declared  that  no  Ian-  ought 
ever  tn  bi'  m;)de,  or  have  force  in  the  said  territory,  that  shall,  in  any 
mnnner  ivhiitever.  itilerfere  with  or  affect  privute  contracts  or  engoge- 
ments,  bona  Rde  and  without  fraud,  previously  formed. 

AiCirU  (Ait  TMrd.  [/««(((u(i.jn!  /or  llie  jirnmoli-m  n/]  religion  [and] 
morality,  ano  KNimi.tiiiiK,  heinu  kkcessahy  to  (nion  oovki!nmkxt  .*mi  the 
UArriNEss  op  si.inkind.  schools  and  ihe  means  of  education  !.hall  forever 
be  enouraged  {anil 'ill  ptT>ons  «-l-i'e  yo-ipg  shall  be  la'ighl  tomi  iwful  occu- 
pation']. Till!  utmost  good  faith  shall  alivuys  be  observed  towards  the 
IndiiMis;  their  lands  and  property  shall  never  be  taken  from  them 
without  their  consent;  and,  in  their  property,  rights,  and  liherly.  they 
never  shall  be  invaded  nr  disturbed,  unless  in  jnst  and  lawful  wars  au- 
thorized by  Congress;  but  laws  founded  in  justice  and  humanity  shall 
from  time  to  time  be  made,  for  preventing  wrongs  being  done  to  thero, 
and  for  preserving  peace  and  friendship  with  them. 

ArM,;  'he  Foadh.  The  said  territory,  and  the  Slate.4  which  may  be 
formed  ihi-rein,  shall  forever  rcinnin  a  jiarl  of  this  Confederacy  of  tiiB 
United  Stales  of  America,  suhj.'Ct  I  >  the  yrlicles  of  Confederation,  and 
to  such  alterations  therein  as  shall  constitutionally  he  made;  and  to 
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all  the  acts  and  ordinances  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, conformable  thereto.  The  inhabitants  and  settlers  in  the  said 
territory  shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  part  of  the  Federal  debt<»,  contracted 
or  to  be  contracted,  and  a  proportional  part  of  the  expenses  of  govern- 
ment, to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Congress,  according  to  the  same 
common  rule  and  measure  by  which  apportionments  thereof  shall  be 
made  on  the  other  States;  and  the  taxes  for  paying  their  proportion 
shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  district  or  districts,  or  new  States,  as  in  the  original  States, 
within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled. The  legislatures  of  those  districts,  or  new  States,  shall  never  in- 
terfere with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States,  in 
Congress  assembled,  nor  with  any  regulations  Congress  may  find  nec- 
essary for  securing  the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers. 
No  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of  the  United  States; 
and  in  no  case  shall  non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than  resi- 
dents. The  navigable  waters  leading  into  the  Mississippi  and  St.  Law- 
rence, and  the  carrying  places  between  the  same,  shall  be  common  high- 
ways, and  forever  free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory 
as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  those  of  any  other  States 
that  may  be  admitted  into  the  Confederacy,  without  any  tax,  impost, 
or  duty  therefor. 

Arlicle  the  Fifth.  There  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  territory  not 
less  than  three  nor  more  than,  five  States ;  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
States,  as  soon  as  Virginia  shall  alter  her  act  of  cession  and  [aiUhorize] 
CONSENT  TO  the  samc,  shall  become  fixed  and  established  as  follows,  to 
wit:  The  western  State  in  the  said  territory  shall  be  bounded  by  the 
Mississippi,  the  Ohio,  and  Wabash  Rivers;  a  direct  line  drawn  from 
the  Wabash  and  Post  Vincent's  due  north  to  the  territorial  line  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  by  the  said  territorial  line  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  and  Mississippi.  The  middle  State  shall  be  bounded 
by  the  said  direct  line,  the  Wabash  from  Post  Vincent's  to  the  Ohio; 
by  the  Ohio,  by  a  direct  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  Miami  to  thk  said  territorial  line,  and  by  the  said  territorial 
line.  The  eastern  State  shall  be  bounded  by  the  last  mentioned  direct 
line,  the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  said  territorial  line:  Provided, 
however,  and  it  is  further  understood  and  declared,  that  the  boundaries 
of  these  three  States  shall  be  subject  so  far  to  be  altered,  that  if  Con- 
gress shall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they  shall  have  authority  to 
form  one  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  said  territory  which  lies 
north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  southerly  bend  or 
extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  ;  and  whenever  any  of  the  said  States  shall 
have  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants  therein,  such  State  shall  be 
admitted  by  its  delegates  into  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever;  and 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment:  Provided,  the  constitution  and  government  so  to  be  formed 
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artides;  and,  bo  rarasilouii  be  cuiiiiHltMit  witli  the  (zenerul  in- 
terei^t  of  tlie  Confedcrui'y,  hucIi  admiasloti  ohitll  be  allowed  al  mi  i-urlier 
perioil,  and  wlien  there  way  bu  a  lea«  nuiuber  of  Dree  iubabitanhi  iu 
the  Slate  than  sixty  lhou»and. 

Ariiclt!  iheJiixth.  Tuxkk  sn\%.t.  itt  KUTni:n  slatrbt  xor  ixvotvsnRr 
sBHTiTrriiK  18  THN  9*in  TKituiTonr.,  oTHKBwtsK  tais  a  rtrxisBHEirT  or 
caivGS  WKKiucnr  ikk  pahtt  atui.i.  lUTa  bekk  duly  (XiwicrKD:  Pbovideii, 

ALWAFB,  THAT    A>y  >-t;1(IHIS'    SStltllMi;    IKTO    THE   SAME,  riUKl    WnuH    LABOK    l>n 

SKSVEcji  jg  LAWFCUT  cLArMUD  IS!  AWl  (IRK  or  IBK  fjRlnlXAT.  States,  such 

PDOITIVe     MAV    BR      I.AVrtll.LV    RECLAIHICD    AND    DaNVi:TED    TO    THE    I-CRSai 

OLAiHtKi)  uis  [>n  HKu  LAiwm  na  sKnrtcB  la  AfOKEsno.' 

fin  it  ardaitud  by  thi'  authority  ifforftnid.  That  th«  rtiEohitinnii  of  the  2iM 
of  April,  1784,  HcLATtrK  Td  thk  sVMKirr  or  thu  oamNtKCK.  be  and  the 
aunif  are  hereby  repenled  and  dedareil  null  and  void. 

Doaet  by  the  United  Sutes,  in  Cciiigreas  OHARrabled.  the  taili  day  of 
July,  ill  the  year  of  our  Lord  17S7,  and  of  their  aovureignty  and 
independence  tlie  12th.  _ 

CdAS.  THOMSON,  Sect/.     J 
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ORDINA^'CES  FOR  THE   f^ALE    OF  LANDS  IN  THE 
NORTH-WESTEUN  TERRITORY. 

\IS  CONGRKSS,  JULY  ■-'J.  178!.  1  Vol.  L.  U.  S..  p.  573.] 
(St^cVol.  I.,  p.  128.) 
The  report  of  a  coinmitlee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Dane.  Mr.  Mudisun,  atid  Mr.  Benson,  amended  to  read  as  follows. 

That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  anthorized  and  empowered  to  con- 
tract with  any  person  or  jiersons  for  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  which 
shall  be  bounded  by  the  t  lliio,  from  the  mouth  of  r^vioto  to  the  inter- 
section of  the  western  boundary  of  the  sevfuili  range  of  townships 
now  surveying;  thenco,  by  the  said  buundury,  to  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  tenth  townsliip  from  ihe  Ohio ;  thence,  by  a  due  we.st  line, 
tn  the  Scioto;  thence,  iiy  the  Scioto,  to  the  beginning,  upon  tlie  folloir- 
ing  terms,  viz.  :  The  tract  to  be  surveyetl,  and  its  contents  ascertained, 
by  tlie  geographer  or  some  oilier  officer  of  the  United  States,  who  glulL  ^ 
plainly  mark  the  said  east  and  west  line,  and  ahall  renderone  compJel-.*^ 
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plat  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  and  another  to  the  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers. The  purchaser  or  purchasers,  within  seven  year^i  from  the 
completion  of  this  work,  to  lay  off  the  whole  tract,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, into  townships  and  fractional  parts  of  townships,  and  to  divide 
the  same  into  lots,  according  to  the  land  ordinance  of  the  20th  of  May, 
1785;  complete  returns  whereof  to  be  made  to  the  Treasury  Eoard. 
The  lot  No.  16,  in  each  township  or  fractional  part  of  a  township,  to  be 
given  perpetually  for  the  purposes  contained  in  the  said  ordinance. 
The  lot  No.  29,  in  each  township  or  fractional  part  of  a  township,  to  be 
given  perpetually  for  the  purposes  of  religion.*  The  lots  Nos.  8,  11, 
and  26,  in  each  township  or  fractional  part  of  a  township,  to  be  re- 
served for  the  future  disposition  of  Congress.  Not  more  than  two  com- 
plete townships  to  be  given  perpetually  for  the  purposes  of  a  Uni- 
versity, to  be  laid  off  by  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  as  near  the  cen- 
ter as  may  be,  so  that  the  same  shall  be  of  good  land,  to  be  applied  to 
the  intended  object  by  the  legislature  of  the  State.  The  price  to  be 
not  less  than  one  dollar  per  acre  for  the  contents  of  the  said  tract,  ex- 
cepting the  reservations  and  gifts  aforesaid,  payable,  in  specie,  loan- 
office  certificates  reduced  to  specie  value,  or  certificates  of  liquidated 
debts  of  the  United  States,  liable  to  a  reduction  by  an  allowance  for 
bad  land,  and  all  incidental  charges  and  circumstances  whatever:  Pro- 
vided, That  such  allowance  shall  not  exceed,  in  the  whole,  one-third  of 
a  dollar  per  acre.  And  in  making  payment  the  principal  only  of  the 
said  certificates  shall  be  admitted,  and  the  Board  of  Treasury,  for  such 
interest  as  may  be  due  on  the  certificates  rendered  in  payment  as 
aforesaid,  prior  to  January  1,  1786,  shall  issue  indents  for  interest  to 
the  possessors,  which  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  as  other  indents 
for  interest  of  the  existing  requisitions  of  Congress;  and  for  such  in- 
terest as  may  be  due  on  the  said  certificates  between  that  period  and 
the  period  of  payment,  the  said  board  shall  issue  indents,  the  payment 
of  which  to  be  provided  for  in  future  requisitions,  or  otherwise.  Such 
of  the  purchasers  as  may  possess  rights  for  bounties  of  land  to  the  late 
army,  to  be  permitted  to  render  the  same  in  discharge  of  the  con- 
tract, acre  for  acre :  Provided,  That  the  aggregate  of  such  rights  shall 
not  exceed  one-seventh  part  of  the  land  to  be  paid  for:  And  provided 
aUOf  That  there  shall  be  no  future  claim  against  the  United  States  on 
account  of  the  said  rights.  Not  less  than  500,000  dollars  of  the  purchase- 
money  to  be  paid  down  upon  closing  of  the  contract,  and  the  remain- 
der upon  the  completion  of  the  work  to  be  performed  by  the  geo- 
grapher or  other  oflBcer  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  Good  and 
sufficient  security  to  be  given  by  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  for  the 
completion  of  the  contract  on  his  or  their  part.  The  grant  to  be 
made  upon  the  full  payment  of  the  consideration  money,  and  a  right 
of  entry  and  occupancy  to  be  acquired  immediately  for  so  much  of  the 

(1)  The  grant  of  No.  29,  for  religious  purposes,  Is  confined  to  the  Ohio  Company 
and  J.  C.  Symmes's  purchase. 
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trnct  as  shall  bo  agreed  upon  between  Ihe  Board  or  Treaaurr  and  Uier 
purchatera. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  ^ef^rred  to  the  Bcwrd  of  Treasury  to  t«ka 


I 


,'EY.  DATED 

We  observe  by  the  act  of  the  23d  instant,  that  your  honorable  board 
ta  BiUtborizpd  to  enter  into  a  contract  for  the  nale  of  n  trnct  of  land 
therein  described,  on  certain  condiiions  expressed  in  the  not.  As  we 
suppose  thia  mtaaure  has  been  adopted  in  couBoquence  of  proposnht 
made  by  us  in  behalf  of  oiirselvna  and  assooiates,  to  a  committeo  of 
Congriws,  ne  beg  leuve  to  inform  jrou  that  we  are  ■'eady  to  enter  into 
■L  contract  for  the  purchase  of  tho  landj  described  in  tlie  act,  provided 
you  onn  conceive  younvlvf^s  nulhorixt'd  to  admit  of  the  folloning  cou- 
dilious,  which,  in  some  degree,  vnry  I'roni  the  report  of  the  coinmitt4>q, 
vit: 

Tlie  subordinate  surveys  BhaH  bo  completed  aa  mentioned  in  the  act, 
unless  the  frequenay  of  Indian  irruptions  may  render  the  same  im- 
pr.icticabto  vfithout  a  heavy  expnnae  to  the  company. 

The  mode  of  pnyment  we  propose  is,  half  a  million  of  dollars  nben 
the  conlroot  U  executed;  another  half  a  million,  when  the  tract,  asde- 
acribcd,  is  surveyed  by  the  proper  olJicer  of  ihe  United  States;  and 
the  remainder  in  six  equal  paymenta,  computed  from  the  date  of  the 
second  piiymenl. 

The  lands  a!>sig[ied  for  the  eiitablishment  of  a  univensity,  to  be  as 
nearly  as  possible  Jti  the  center  of  the  fimt  million  and  a  half  of  ncres 
we  shall  pay  for;  for  to  fix  it  in  the  center  of  the  proposed  purchase, 
might  too  long  defer  the  eglablishmKnt 

When  tho  second  payment  i-.  mide  the  purchasers  will  receive  a 
deed  for  ns  grent  a  quantity  of  lind  as  a  million  of  dollars  shall  pay 
for,  at  the  price  agreed  on ;  aftei  » hich  we  will  agree  not  to  receive 
any  further  deed*  for  any  of  the  lands  purchased  only  at  such  periods, 
and  on  such  conditions,  as  may  be  agreed  un  betwixt  the  board  and 

As  to  the  security,  which  the  act  says  shall  be  good  and  sufiicient, 
we  are  unable  to  deteimine  what  those  terms  may  mean,  in  the  con- 
templation of  Congress,  or  of  your  honorable  board;  we  shall,  there- 
fore, only  observe,  that  our  private  fortunes,  and  that  of  most  of  our 
associates,  being  embarked  in  the  support  of  the  purchase,  it  is  not  pos- 
siblo  for  us  to  oiler  any  adequate  security,  but  that  of  the  land  itself,  as 
is  usual  in  great  land  purchases. 

We  will  agree  so  to  regulate  the  contract  that  we  shall  never  be  on- 
tilled  to  a  right  of  entry  or  occupancy  but  on  lands  actually  paid  for, 
nor  receive  any  deeds  till  our  piiymenls  amount  to  a  million  of  dol- 
lars, and  then  only  in  proportion   to  such  payment     The  advance  w% 
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shall  always  be  under,  without  any  formal  deed,  together  with  the  im- 
provements made  on  the  lands,  will,  we  presume,  be  ample  security, 
even  if  it  was  not  the  interest  as  well  as  the  disposition  of  the  company 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  their  establishment  on  a  sacred  regard  to  the 
rights  of  property. 

If  these  terms  are  admitted,  we  shall  be  ready  to  conclude  the  con- 
tract. 


[RESOLUTION  OF  27TH  JULY,  1787,  1  VoL  L.  U.  8.,  p.  574  ] 

"Ordered,  That  the  above  letter  from  Manh.  Cutler  and  Winthrop 
Sargent,  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  containing  proposals  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  tract  of  land  described  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  23d 
instant,  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  take  order :  Provided^ 
That  after  the  date  of  the  second  payment  therein  proposed  to  be 
made,  the  residue  shall  be  paid  in  six  equal  and  half-yearly  installments, 
until  the  whole  thereof  shall  be  completed,  and  that  the  purchasers 
stipulate  to  pay  interest  on  the  sums  due  from  the  completion  of  the 
survey  to  be  performed  by  the  geographer." 


JOHN  CLEVES  SYMMES'  PURCHASE. 


[APPLICATION  BY  PETITION,  NEW  YORK,  29TH  AUGUST,  1787,  1  Vol.  L.  U.  8. 

p.  494.] 

That  your  petitioner,  encouraged  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
the  23d  and  27th  of  July  last,  stipulating  the  condition  of  a  trans- 
fer of  federal  lands  on  the  Scioto  and  Muskingum  rivers,  unto  Win- 
throp Sargent  and  Manasseh  Cutler,  Esquires,  and  their  associates,  of 
New  England,  is  induced,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  westward  of  Connecticut,  who  also  wish  to  become  purchasers 
of  federal  lands,  to  pray  thattho  honorable  the  Congress  will  be  pleased 
to  direct  that  a  contract  be  made  by  the  honorable  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Treasury  Board,  with  your  petitioner,  for  himself  and  his  associ- 
ates, in  all  respects  similar  in  form  and  matter  to  the  said  grant  made 
to  Messrs.  Sargent  and  Cutler,  differing  only  in  quantity  and  place 
where,  and  instead  of  two  townships  for  the  use  of  a  University,  that 
one  only  be  assigned  for  the  benefit  of  an  academy. 

That  by  such  transfer  to  your  petitioner  and  his  associates,  on  their 
complying  with  the  terms  of  sale,  the  fee  may  i)ass  of  all  the  lands  ly- 
ing within  the  following  limits,  viz.:  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  Miami  River;  thence,  running  up  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Little  Miami  River;  thence,  up  the  main  stream  of  the  Little  Miami 
River,  to  the  place  where  a  due  west  line,  to  be  continued  from  the 
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wedlern  terminAtiin  of  the  northern  bouinlary  Ihii!!  fit  the  gran 
MfKsrs.  Sargent.  Cutler,  and  company,  ihall  luterspct  tbe  sr'hI  Lit.tli 
Minmi  River;  tlienne,  due  w*»t,  contitminp  thesuid  western  line  tu  Itaa 
plfice  where  the  said  line  shall  [ntprsect  the  maiii  bratioh  or  ntrt-am  a 
the  Great  Miami  Kiver;  thence,  down  the  Cireat  Miaiiii,  lo  thf?  plaol 
of  beginnitig.' 


1 


r 

I 


lACT  OF  19TH  Al'RII,,  1793,  2  Vol.  U  U,  8.,  p.  270,  | 
That  the  President  of  the  Unitod  Stales  be,  and  he  hereby  is. 
authoiixed,  ut  the  r«iUfst  of  John  Cleve*  BymraeB,  or  his  ageut  or 
agents,  Ui  alter  llie  contrtiot  made  bt'tween  the  late  Board  of  Trenfiurj 
and  the  «iaid  John  C'leves  S.vmmed,  for  lliu  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  of 
one  million  of  acres,  in  such  manner  that  the  naid  tract  niay  «xt«nd 
from  the  month  of  the  Great  Uiami  lo  the  moulli  of  the  Little  Minmi. 
and  be  bounded  by  the  river  Ohio  on  the  aouth,  by  the  (ireat  Miami 
on  Die  we3t,  by  the  Little  Miami  on  the  east,  ami  by  a  parallel  nf  Intj- 
tudu  Ml  the  north  extending  from  the  Great  Miami  to  the  Little  Mi- 
ami, so  as  to  comprehend  ilin  proposed  quantity  of  one  million  of  ncros; 
I'reviticd,  That  the  northern  limits  of  the  anid  tract  shiill  not  interfere 
with  the  boundary-tine  estnbliehed  bj  the  treaty  of  Fart  Harmiu-.  be- 
tween the  United  Slates  and  the  Indian  nations:  And  prmidoi  aim. 
Tl.nt  the  Presid<>nl  reserve  to  tlie  United  States,  such  lands  at  and 
near  Fort  Washington  as  he  may  thinlr  necessary  lor  the  occommoda- 
tion  of  a  g.irrison  at  that  fort.' 


APPENDIX   III 


TREATIES  AT  FOllT  IIARHrAR. 

[See  Vol.  1,  p.  IM;  Vol.  II.,  p.  108.] 


WITH  T[TE  SIX  N.VTTONS. 

;Tici,ER  of  a  treaty  made  .it  Foit  Havmar,  the  ninth  day  of  January, 
in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eiphiy- 
nine,  between  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Ehi|.,  Governor  of  the  Territory  o( 
thfi  Uniteil  States  of  America  north-we.tt  of  the  river  Ohio,  and 
and  comniij(«icmer  plenipotentiary  of  Ihe  said  United  .States,  for 

I)  In  Cnneri'ss,  Op(,  i,  i;S7.  imlLTcJ.  Iliiil  lliu  above  [lotilioa  lie  rtti'rrod  lo  Ihf 


Treaties  at  Fort  Harmar.  623 

remoring  all  causes  of  controversy,  regulating  trade,  and  settling 
boundaries,  between  the  Indian  nations  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment and  the  said  United  States,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  sachems 
and  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations,  of  the  other  part,  viz': 

Article  1.  "Whereas,  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  did, 
by  their  commissioners,  Oliver  Wolcott,  Richard  Butler,  and  Arthur 
Lee.  Esqrs.,  duly  appointed  for  that  purpose,  at  a  treaty  held  with  the 
said  Six  Nations,  viz.,  with  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Tusca- 
roras,  Cayugas,  and  Scnekas,  at  Fort  Stanwix,  on  the  twenty-second 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  give 
peace  to  the  said  nations,  and  receive  them  into  their  friendship  and 
protection.  And,  whereas,  the  said  nations  have  now  agreed  to  and 
with  the  said  Arthur  St.  Clair  to  renew  and  confirm  all  the  engage- 
ments and  stipulations  entered  into  at  the  before-mentioned  treaty  at 
Fort  Stanwix.  And,  whereas,  it  was  then  and  there  agreed  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  said  Six  Nations  that  a  bound- 
ary line  should  be  fixed  between  the  lands  of  the  said  Six  Nations  and 
the  Territory  of  the  said  United  States,  which  boundary  line  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz:  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  a  creek,  about  four  miles  east  of 
Niagara,  called  Ononwayea,  or  Johnston's  Landing  Place,  upon  the  lake 
named  by  the  Indians  Oswego,  and  by  us  Ontario;  from  thence  south- 
erly, in  a  direction  always  four  miles  east  of  the  carrying  place,  between 
Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario,  to  the  mouth  of  Tehoseroron,  or  Buffalo 
Creek,  upon  Lake  Erie;  thence  south  to  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  thence  west  to  the  end  of  the  said 
north  boundary;  thence  south  along  the  west  boundary  of  the  said 
State  to  the  river  Ohio.  The  said  line,  from  the  mouth  of  Ononwayea 
io  the  Ohio,  shall  be  the  western  boundary  of  the  lands  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, so  that  the  Six  Nations  shall  and  do  yield  to  the  United  States 
all  claim  to  the  country  west  of  the  said  boundary;  and  then  they 
shall  be  secured  in  the  possession  of  the  lands  they  inhabit  east,  north, 
and  .south  of  the  same,  reserving  only  six  miles  square,  round  the  fort 
of  Oswego,  for  the  support  of  the  same.  The  said  Six  Nations,  except 
the  Mohawks,  none  of  whom  have  attended  at  this  time,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  peace  then  granted  to  them,  the  presents  they 
then  received,  as  well  as  in  consideration  of  a  quantity  of  goods,  to  the 
value  of  three  thousand  dollars,  now  delivered  to  them  by  the  said 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  the  receipt  whereof  they  do  hereby  acknowledge,  do 
hereby  renew  and  confirm  the  said  boundary  line  in  the  words  before- 
mentioned,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  and  remain  as  a  division  line 
between  the  lands  of  the  said  Six  Nations  and  the  Territory  of  the 
United  States  forever.  And  the  undersigned  Indians,  as  well  in  their 
own  names  as  in  the  name  of  their  respective  tribes  and  nations,  their 
heirs  and  descendants,  for  the  considerations  before-mentioned,  do  re- 
lease, quit  claim,  relinquish,  and  cede  to  the  Unitod  States  of  America 
all  the  lands  west  of  the  said  boundary  or  division  line,  and  between 
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lh<^  said  line  and  tlio  Blrait,  I'ruin  the  tnuutli  of  Ononwflyea  and  Buffalo 
Cr<-<-k,  for  them,  the  HHid  United  States  of  Amorirft,  to  have  ftnd  U) 
hold  llie  same  in  true  and  ftbsolut*  priiiripty  fnrever. 

Am.  'Z.  The  Unil^  States  of  Americn  confirni  to  the  Six  Naliona 
all  tbit  lands  which  they  iiilinbit  lying  cftst  anil  north  of  the  befor&- 
Oientioned  boundary  line,  and  relinrjuisb  and  qutl  claim  to  the  samo 
and  every  part  thereof,  «'Xcepting  only  nix  tnika  square  round  th(^  fort 
of  Oswego,  ivliioh  nix  miles  square  round  eaid  fort  is  agaiu  reserved  to 
the  Utiilod  Stales  by  theee  presenta. 

Art.  3.  The  Oneida  and  TuEcarora  nations  are  also  again  socured 
and  eonfirraod  in  the  possegsion  of  their  reapeclive  lands 

Art.  4.  The  United  States  of  America  renew  and  conllrm  the  p«aca 
and  friendship  entered  into  with  the  Six  Nations  (cxcqit  the  Mo- 
hawks] at  the  treaty  before-mentioned,  held  at  Fort  Stnnwix.  declaring 
lh»  -inme  li>  lie  perpetual.  And  if  tiie  Mohawks  shttti.  within  six 
[Uonths.  decUrL-  their  assent  to  the  same,  they  shall  he  considered  a* 
included. 

Cone  lit  Fort  TJarmar,  on  the  Muskingum,  the  day  and  year  Rrst 
above  written, 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  have  hereunto,  interchangeably,  set 
their  hands  and  seats. 

Ar.  St.  Clair. 

Ca^en^'a.  or  Dogs  round  the  Fire. 

Sawedowa,  or  The  Blast 

KiondushowH,  or  Swimming  Fish. 

Oncaliye,  or  Diineing  Feiilher. 

Sohaeas,  or  Falling  Mountain. 

Otftchsiika,  or  EroUen  Tomahawk,  his  x  mark. 

Tekahias,  or  Long  Trpp.  \m  x  mark. 

Onpch^felee,  or  Loaded  Man,  his  x  mark. 

Kiahtulaho,  or  Snake. 

Aquein.  or  Bandy  Li>gs. 

Kiandogewn,  or  Big  Tree,  his  x  mark. 

OweneiTa,  or  Thrown  in  the  Water,  his  x  mark 

Gyantwaia.  or  Cornplanter,  hi.«  x  mark. 

(iyasotn,  oi-  Big  Cross,  liis  x  mark. 

Kanassee.  or  New  Arrow, 
r  Half  Town, 
r  the  Wasp,  his  x  mark. 


\ 


Aehiuut,  o 

Anachout,  < 
Chishckoa, 
Sessewa,  or 
Sciahowa,  i 
Twanias,  oi 
Sonnchehow. 
C'achunwa«si 
Ilickonquas 


W,.od  Bu| 
BigTi.il  of  a  Kettle, 
r  Council  Keeper. 
Bi-oken  Twig, 

I,  or  Full  Moou. 

!,  or  Twenty  Canoes. 

1,  or  Tearing  Asunder. 
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IK  PRESENCE  OP 

Jo9.  Harmar,  Lieutenant-Colonel  commanding  1st  U.  S.  Regiment, 

and  Brigadier-General  by  brevet. 
Richard  Butler. 
Jno.  Gibson. 
Will.  McCurdy,  Captain; 
Ed.  Denny,  Ensign,  1st  U.  8.  Regiment. 
A.  Hartshorn,  Ensign. 

Robt.  Thompson,  Ensign,  Ist  U.  S.  Regiment. 
Fran.  Leile,  Ensign. 
Joseph  Nicholas. 

SEPARATE   ARTICLE   OF  THE   NEXT   PRECEDING  TREATY. 

Should  a  robbery  or  murder  be  committed  by  an  Indian  or  Indians 
■  the  Six  Nations,  upon  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  United  States, 
•  by  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  Unrted  States,  or  any  of  them, 
non  any  of  the  Indians  of  the  said  nations,  the  parties  accused  of  the 
^me  shall  be  tried,  and,  if  found  guilty,  be  punished  according  to  the 
\vs  of  the  State  or  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States,  as  the  case 
ay  be,  where  the  same  was  committed.  And  should  any  horses  be 
olen,  either  by  the  Indians  of  the  said  nations,  from  the  citizens  or 
ibjects  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  by  any  of  the  said 
tizens  or  subjects,  from  any  of  the  said  Indians,  they  may  be  reclaimed, 
ito  whose  possession  soever  they  may  have  come;  and,  upon  due 
•oof,  shall  be  restored,  any  sale  in  open  market  notwithstanding; 
id  the  persons  convicted  shall  be  punished  with  the  utmost  severity 
le  laws  will  admit.  And  the  said  nations  engage  to  deliver  the  per^ 
>ns  that  may  be  accused,  of  their  nations,  of  either  of  the  before- 
lentioned  crimes,  at  the  nearest  post  of  the  United  States,  if  the  crime 
as  committed  within  the  Territory  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the 
vil  authority  of  the  State,  if  it  shall  have  happened  within  any  of 
le  United  States.  Ab,  St.  Clair. 


WITH  THE  WYANDOTS,  ETC. 

KTicLKs  of  a  treaty  made  at  Fort  Harmar,  between  Arthur  St.  Clair, 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  north-west  of  the 
river  Ohio,  and  commissioner  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  for  removing  all  causes  of  controversy,  regulating 
trade,  and  .sotiling  boundaries  with  the  Indian  nations  in  the 
northern  department  of  tlie  one  part,  and  the  sachems  and  war- 
riors of  the  Wyandot,  Delaware,  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  Pottawattamie, 
and  Sac  nations  on  the  other  part. 

Articlk  J.     Whereas,  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  did, 
y  their  commissioners,  George  Rogers  Clark,  Richard  Butler,  and  Ar- 
VOL.  II — 40 
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thiir  l^ee,  Esqrs.,  dulj  ftppoiiitod  for  Ihkt  purpoKO,  at  a  treaty  Iiolds^l 
wllh  the  Wyandot,  Bplaware.  Ottawa,  and  Chippewa  nationB.  i     ~ 
Mcliitoali.  on  tho  twenty-first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  ol  ou 
one  tliousand  seven  buii'lred  and  eighty-flvp,  cnncludo  a  peace  wilU  C 
WyandotB,   DeUwarex,  Ottawa^,  and  Chippi>nns,  and  take  tliem  in 
tli<?ir  f[iend<hip  and  protection.     And,  nhnreaa,  nl  the  auid  treaty  il 
was  stipulated  that  all  prisoners  that  Itnd  been  made  l>y  those  tiatioin;* 
or  citber  of  tbem,  eliauld  be  delivered  np  to  Uio  Llnitrd  SUl^t.     And. 
wlicreaB.  the  «aid  uations  have  now  agroi^d  to,  and  with  the  aforenaid 
Artbur  SI.  ClHJr,  to  renew  and  conRrm  all  the  enga^t-ments  lh«y  bad 
made  with  the  Unitrd  States  of  America  at  the  beforo-mAHlioned 
treaty,  except  so  fai-  as  are  altered  by  thesn  pr^scmte.     And  there  ara 
now  in  the  poMesaion  of  Rntnn  individuals  of  these  nations  certain 
prisoners,  who  have  bepn  tjilccn  by  others  not  in  pencn  with  the  said 
United  States,  or  in  violation  of  the  treaties  tubsiating  l>etween  the 
United  States  and  them,  the  said  nations  agree  to  deliver  up  al)  the 
priaonera  now  in  their  liands  (by  what  means  soever  they  may  have 
Oomi>  into  tbeir  possession)  to  the  said  Governor  St,  Clsir,  nt  fort  ilar- 
mar,  or,  in  bis  absence,  to  the  oSicer  commanding  there,  as  soon  a 
veaiently  may  be ;  and  for  the  tnie  performance  of  ibis  agreemeii(-l 
they  do  noiv  agree  t«  deliver  into  his  hands  two  penons  of  the  Wyan- 
dot nation,  to  he  retained  in  tbe  hands  of  Ibe  Ilnilcd  States  as  host- 
ages, until  the  said  prisoners  are  restored;  after  which  they  shall  be 
Bent  back  to  their  nntion. 

Art.  2,  And.  whereas,  at  the  before-mentioned  treaty  it  was  agreed 
between  the  United  States  and  said  nations  that  a  boundary  line 
should  be  fixed  between  the  lauds  of  those  iialions  and  the  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  which  boundary  is  as  follows,  vii:  Beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  Cuyahoga  River,  and  running  thence  up  the  said  river  to 
the  portage  between  that  and  the  Tusoarawa  branch  of  the  Mu.»- 
kinguni  :  then  down  tho  said  branch  to  the  forks  at  the  crossing  place 
above  Fort  Lawrence;  thence  westerly  to  the  portnge  on  that  branch 
of  the  Big  Miami  Hiver  which  runs  into  the  Ohio,  nt  the  mouth  of 
which  branth  the  fort  stood,  which  was  taken  by  the  French  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two;  then 
along  the  said  portage  to  the  Great   Miami  or  Ome  River,  and  down      -^^ 

the  fioutheast  side  of  the  .'tatne  to  its  mouth  ;  thence  along  the  south ■ 

ern  shore  of  Luke  Krie  lo  the  mouth  of  Cuyahoga,  where  it  began_  ^■ 
And  the  said  Wyandot,  Delaware,  Ottawa,  and  Chippewa  nations,  fo^  -^r 
and  in  conxideration  of  tho  peace  then  granted  to  them  by  the  said*-  ^d 
United  States,  and  the  presents  they  then    received,  as  well  aa  of  :  a 

quantity  of  goods  to  the  value  of  six  thousand  dollars,  now  delirere   ?_— jpd 
to  them  by  the  said   Arthur  St.   Clair,   the  receipt  whoreof  Ihey  -^—t— dr 
hereby  acknowledge,  do,  by  these  presents,   renew  and  confirm  l)^r~~he 
Bflid  boundary  line,  to  the  end  that  the  Rame  may  remain  as  a  divisi— ^^lui 
line  between  the  lands  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  and  the  lacr — jjg 
01'  Gaid  nations  forever.     And  the  undersigned  Indians  do  hereby — ^  jg 
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their  own  uamcs  and  the  names  of  their  respective  nations  and  tribes, 
their  heirs  and  descendants,  for  the  consideration  above-mentioned, 
release,  quit  claim,  relinquish,  and  cede  to  the  United  States  all  the 
land  east,  south,  and  west  of  the  lines  above  described,  so  far  as  the 
said  Indians  formerly  claimed  the  same,  for  them,  the  said  United 
States,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same,  in  true  and  absolute  propriety, 
forever. 

Art.  3.  The  United  States  of  America  do,  by  these  presents,  relin- 
quish and  quit  claim  to  the  said  nations,  respectively,  all  the  lands  ly- 
ing between  the  limits  above  described,  for  them,  the  said  Indians,  to 
live  and  hunt  upon,  and  otherwise  to  occupy  as  they  shall  see  fit;  but 
the  said  nations,  or  either  of  them,  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  sell  or 
dispose  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  sovereign  power,  except 
tbe  United  States,  nor  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  any  other  sover- 
eign power,  nor  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  4.  It  is  agreed  between  the  said  United  States  and  the  said 
nations  that  the  individuals  of  the  said  nations  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
hunt  within  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States,  without  hindrance 
or  molestation,  so  long  as  they  demean  themselves  peaceably  and  offer 
no  injury  or  annoyance  to  any  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  said 
United  States. 

Art.  5.  It  is  agreed  that  if  any  Indian  or  Indians  of  the  nations 
before-mentioned  shall  commit  a  murder  or  robbery  on  any  of  the  cit- 
zens  of  the  United  States,  the  nation  or  tribe  to  which  the  offender  be- 
longs, on  complaint  being  made,  shall  deliver  up  the  person  or  persons 
complained  of,  at  the  nearest  post  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  that 
he  or  they  may  be  tried,  and,  if  found  guilty,  punished  according  to 
the  laws  establi.shed  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  north-west  of 
the  river  Ohio  for  the  punishment  of  such  offenses,  if  the  same  shall 
be  committed  within  the  said  Territory ;  or  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  State  where  the  offense  may  have  been  committed,  if  the  same  has 
happened  in  any  of  the  United  States.  In  like  manner,  if  any  subject 
or  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  commit  murderer  robbery  on  any 
Indian  or  Indians  of  the  said  nations,  upon  complaint  being  made 
thereof,  he  or  they  shall  be  arrested,  tried,  and  punished  agreeable  to 
the  laws  of  the  State  or  of  the  Territory  wherein  the  offense  was  com- 
mitted, that  nothing  may  interrupt  the  peace  and  harmony  now  estab- 
lished between  the  United  States  and  said  nations. 

Art.  6.  And,  whereas,  the  practice  of  stealing  horses  has  prevailed 
very  much,  to  the  great  disquiet  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and,  if  persisted  in,  can  not  fail  to  involve  both  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Indians  in  endless  animosity,  it  is  agreed  that  it  shall 
be  put  an  entire  stop  to  on  both  sides;  nevertheless,  should  some  indi- 
viduals, in  defiance  of  this  agreement  and  of  the  laws  provided  against 
such  offenses,  continue  to  mak(^  depredations  of  that  nature,  the  per- 
son convicted  thereof  shall  be  punished  with  the  utmost  severity  the 
laws  of  the  respective  Slates  or  Territory  of  the  United  Slates  north- 
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AvT.  7.     Trade  shall  be  openec 
herebj  respectively  engage  to  afi 
property  of  such  as  may  be  duly  li 
purposes  of  trade,  and  to  their  a 
person  shall  be  permitted  to  resid 
camps,  as  a  trader,  who  is  not  fur 
p.)se,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  t 
United  States  north-west  of  the  Ol 
hand  and  seal  of  one  of  his  deputi 
fairs;  to  the  end  that  they  may  not 
And  if  any  person  or  persons  shal 
license,  they  promise  to  apprehend 
the  said  Governor,  or  one  of  his  dej 
tioned.  to  be  dealt  with  according 
fended  against  persons  who  might  a 
further  engage  to  give  information 
deputies,  of  the  names  of  all  trader 
to  time,  and  at  least  once  in  every  v 
AuT.  8.     Should  any  nation  of  In 
United  States,  or  either  of  them,  ; 
knowledge  of  the  before-mentioned 
hereby  engage  to  give  immediate  no 
his  absence,  to  the  officer  commandi 
at  the  nearest  post.     And  should  a 
against  the  United  States,  or  either  < 
their  country,  they  will  endeavor  to  ] 
ner  give  information  of  such  attena 
manding  officer,  as  soon  as  |)ossible, 
picion  may  bo  avoided  between  ther 
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of  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said  nations  may  pun- 
ish him  or  them  in  such  manner  as  they  see  fit. 

Art.  10.  The  United  States  renew  the  reservations  heretofore  made 
in  the  before-mentioned  treaty  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  for  the  establishment 
of  trading  posts,  in  manner  and  form  following;  that  is  to  say:  six 
miles  square  at  the  mouth  of  Miami  or  Oniie  Rivers;  six  miles  square 
at  the  portage  upon  that  branch  of  the  Miami  which  runs  into  the 
Ohio;  six  miles  square  upon  the  lake  Sandusky,  where  the  fort  for- 
merly stood;  and  two  miles  square  upon  each  side  of  the  Lower  Kap- 
ids,  or  Sandusky  River;  which  posts,  and  the  lands  annexed  to  them, 
shall  be  for  the  use  and  under  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  11.  The  post  at  Detroit,  with  a  district  of  land  beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Rosine,  at  the  west  end  of  Lake  Erie,  and  run- 
ring  up  the  southern  bank  of  said  river  six  miles ;  thence  northerly, 
and  always  six  miles  west  of  the  strait,  until  it  strikes  the  Lake  St. 
Clair,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  12.  In  like  manner  the  post  at  Michllimnckinac,  with  its  de- 
pendencie.s,  and  twelve  miles  .square  about  the  same,  shall  be  reserved 
to  the  sole  use  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  13.  The  United  States  of  America  do  hereby  renew  and  con- 
firm the  peace  and  friendship  entered  into  with  the  said  nations,  at 
the  treaty  before-mentioned,  lieM  at  Fort  Mcintosh;  and  the  said  na- 
tions again  acknowledge  themselves,  and  all  their  tribes,  to  be  under 
the  protection  of  the  said  United  States,  and  no  other  power  whatever. 

Art.  14.  The  United  States  of  America  do  also  receive  into  their 
friendship  and  protection  the  natiogs  of  Pottawattimies  and  Sacs; 
and  do  hereby  establish  a  league  of  peace  and  amity  between  them 
respectively;  and  all  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  so  far  as  they  apply  to 
these  nations,  are  to  be  considered  as  made  and  concluded  in  all  and 
every  part,  expressly  with  them  and  each  of  them. 

Art.  15.  And,  whereas,  in  describing  the  boundary  before-mentioned, 
the  words,  if  strictly  construed,  would  carry  it  from  the  portage  on  that 
branch  of  the  Miami  River  which  runs  into  the  Ohio,  over  to  the  river 
Auglaize,  which  was  neither  the  intention  of  the  Indians  nor  of  the 
commissioners,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  line  shall  run  from  the 
said  portage  directly  to  the  first  fork  of  the  Miami  River,  which  is  to 
the  southward  and  eastward  of  the  Miami  village;  thence  down  the 
main  branch  of  the  Miami  River  to  the  said  village,  and  thence  down 
that  river  to  Lake  Erie,  and  along  the  margin  of  the  lake  to  the  place 
of  beginning. 

Done  at  Fort  Ilarmar,  on  the  Muskingum,  this  ninth  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  paities  have  hereunto,  interchangeably,  set 
their  hands  and  seals. 


re 


Mesass,  his  x  mark. 
Paushquash,  his  x  mark. 
Pawasicko,  his  x  mark. 

Ottawas. 
Wewiskia,  his  x  mark. 
Neagey,  his  x  mark. 


Lr  \ 


PotfawaUimies, 
Windigo,  his  x  mark. 
Wapaskea,  his  x  mark. 
Nequc,  his  x  mark. 

IN    PRESENCE   OF 

Jos.  Harmar,  Lieut. -Col.  Com't, 

Richard  Butler. 

Jno.  Gibson. 

Will.  McCurdy,  Captain. 

E.  Denny,  Ensign  1st  U.  S.  Re 

A.  Hartshorn,  Ensign. 

Robt.  Thompson,  Ensign  1st  U 

Frans.  Luse,  Ensign. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  the 
that  were  granted  to  the  Shaw 
and  have  declared  that,  as  th< 
caused  so  much  trouble,  both 
will  not  now  be  at  peace,  they 
try  into  their  own  hands;  for 
the  Shawanese  are  only  living 
ther  lay  claim  to  all  the  cour 


fV^ 
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APPENDIX   IV. 


RELATIONS  BETWEEN  WASHINGTON  AND  ST.  CLAIR 

[See  Vol.  I.,  p.  158.] 

In  further  explanation  of  Governor  St.  Clair's  visit  to  New  York, 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  organization  of  the  National  Government, 
and  the  intimate  relations  between  him  and  General  Washington, 
the  following  extract  is  given  from  "  Sketches  of  Debate  in  the  First 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  1789-90-91,  by  William  Maclay,  a  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania"*  (p.  22): 

'•  Monday,  4th  May.  Went  early  to  the  post-office.  As  I  came  back, 
met  General  St.  Clair.  He  seemed  desirous  of  speaking  with  me. 
Said  he  had  been  to  my  lodgings,  and  asked  me  what  I  thought  of  the 
President's  new  arrangements.     It  was  the  first  I  had  heard  of  them. 

"The  President  is  neither  to  entertain  nor  receive  invitations.  He 
is  to  have  levee  days  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  when  only  he  is  to  be 
seen. 

'•  I  told  the  General  that  General  Washington  stood  on  as  difficult 
ground  as  he  had  ever  done  in  his  life.  That  to  suffer  himself  to  be 
run  down,  on  the  one  hand,  by  a  crowd  of  visitants,  so  as  to  engross 
his  time,  would  never  do,  as  it  would  render  his  doing  business  im- 
practicable. But,  on  the  other  hand,  for  him  to  be  seen  only  in  public, 
on  stated  times,  like  an  Eastern  Lama,  would  be  equally  offensive.  If 
he  was  nQt  to  be  seen  but  in  public,  where  nothing  confidential  could 
pass  between  •him  and  any  individual,  business  would,  to  all  appear- 
ance, be  done  without  him,  and  he  could  not  escape  the  charge  of  fa- 
voritism ;  all  court  would  be  paid  to  the  supposed  favorite,  weakness 
and  insignificance  would  be  considered  as  characteristics  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  he  would  not  escape  contempt;  that  it  was  not  thus  the 
General  gained  the  universal  plaudits  of  his  admiring  fellow-citizens. 
I  reiterated  these  ideas  in  every  shape  and  in  every  different  light 
I  could  place  them,  for  nearly  half  an  hour  that  we  walked  in  front 
of  St.  Paul's  Church.  The  General  said  that  he  wished  to  collect 
men's  sentiments,  and  the  design  was  to  communicate  them  to  the 
General.  I  told  him  my  late  conduct  in  the  Senate  had  been  such  as 
would  render  any  opinion  of  mine  very  ungracious  at  court,  and,  per- 
haps, he  had  better  never  make  mention  of  my  name.  Much  more 
was  said,  but  not  worth  committing  to  paper." 


(1)  Friend  of  St.  Clair,  Wilson  and  Judge  Smith. 


The  deponent  saith  that  he  was  storekeej 
at  Tuscarawas,  where  he  had  a  quantity  of 
was  another  store  at  the  same  place,  kept  I: 
sieurs  Hamilton  and  Greenougli,  where  wai 
of  goods  and  skins;  that  the  whole  proper 
the  value  of  one  thousand  pounds. 

That  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  of  Septembe; 

tion  came  to  the  store,  about  nine  o'cloc 

ponent  and  Chambers  were  together  at  hi 

the  Wy  an  dots  told  the  Delawares,  a  party 

with  him  for  some  davs,  that  there  was  ' 

taken  up;  upon  which,  one  of  the  Delaw 

him  rise  and  go  with  him ;  the  deponent 

Delaware  told  him  that  Chambers  would  b< 

stroke  made  at  Chambers  by  one  of  the  Wyf 

tomahawked  and  drawn  out  before  the  hoi 

deponent  having  been  a  prisoner  with  the 

and  being  adopted  as  a  brother  in  that  nati 

poses,  why  his  life  was  spared ;  the  Wyand( 

except  the  property  of  the  deponent,  and  i 

they  gave  one  division  to  the  Delaware?,  anc 

The  deponent  was  carried  to  the  Delaw 

Coshurking,  on  the  head-waters  of  the  Big 

arrival,  there  was  a  grand  council  of  the  li 

ent  the  chiefs  of  the  Delawares,  Wyandots,  { 

kees,^  Putawatimees,   Kickapoes,  and  the 

speeches  from  the  Ouiatinons,  Tawas,  Chipe 

The  council  was  held  on  the  first  of  Oc 

and  nights;    they  held  it  three  miles  frou 
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where  they  were  collecting  the  goods  also;  that  the  chiefs  of  both  na- 
tions seemed  very  averse  to  the  outrage  committed  at  Tuscarawas;  the 
deponent  verily  believes  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  goods  will 
be  returned ;  the  deponent  is  of  the  opinion,  from  the  frequent  con- 
versations he  has  had  with  the  Indians,  before  and  since  the  late  affair 
at  Tuscarawas,  that  the  chiefs  of  the  Delaware  and  Wyandot  nations 
are  for  peace,  but  that  the  young  men  and  bad  characters  of  both  na- 
tions can  not  be  kept  at  peace;  that  Simon  Girty  and  Captain  Cald- 
well, of  the  British  rangers,  were  lately  at  the  Wyandot  towns,  and 
that  he  verily  believes,  from  the  information  given  him  by  a  man  well 
acquainted  with  these  matters,  that  Girty  and  Caldwell  were  using 
their  endeavors  to  prevent  the  Delawares  and  Wyandots  from  going  to 
the  treaty  to  be  held  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Miami. 

The  deponent  further  saith  that,  from  every  observation  he  could 
make,  and  from  the  general  talk  of  the  Indians,  he  is  led  to  believe 
that  they  are,  in  general,  averse  to  giving  up  their  lands;  he  is  certain 
it  will  be  dangerous  for  the  Continental  surveyors  to  go  on  with  their 
business,  until  some  further  treaty  is  made  with  the  Shawanese,  Min- 
goes,  and  Cherokees,  who  appear  to  be  most  averse  to  this  business. 

The  deponent  further  saith  that  he  was  at  the  Lower  Sandusky, 
when  the  articles  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America  were 
made  known  to  the  Indians;  that  they  were  told  that  the  hatchet  was 
only  laid  down,  but  not  buried;  that  the  Half  King  of  the  Wyandots 
remarked  that,  if  it  was  peace,  it  should  be  buried — that  there  were 
many  of  their  foolish  young  men  who  would  take  it  up,  unless  it  was 
covered.     And  further  saith  not.* 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  this  17th  day  of  October,  1785. 

JOHN  DOUGHTY, 

Major  ComnCdt 


APPENDIX   VI. 


TESTIMONY  OF  CAPTAIN  SLOUGH  OF  THE  FIRST 
BATTALION  OF  LEVIES,  COMMANDED  BY  MA- 
JOR THOMAS  BUTLER. 

[See  Vol.  I.,  p.  174;  Vol.  II.,  p.  206.] 

Captain  Slough  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  about  12th  of  May,  and  left  it  in 
July,  about  the  last  of  it.  He  was  detached  to  Fort  Franklin;  arrived 
at  Fort  Washington  the  1st  of  September;  muskets  good,  but  clothing 
for  the  company  indifferent;  the  troops  sometimes  badly  supplied  with 
provisions  on  the  march — not  sufficient  in  quantity,  though  good  in 

^^»^— ^—^  ■■      ■  ■■  ■■■■■■     l-IIW     ^  I.        I.-  I        ■  1      ■  -        ■  ■  I  -■         — ^^■^■^IM^—^M^^B^M^.^^^— ^a^^^M^^i^^,^ 

(I)  MS.  Harmar  Papers. 


•uTMain.  xti  iiie  river;   uarR  b 
died.     While  I  was  busily 
with  a  raccoon  in  his  hanc 
would  show  me  how  to  dr 
tent  and  sat  down,  and  wo 
he  observed  that  he  thougl 
opportunity  of  catching  soi 
horses;  I  told  him  that  I  s 
some  time,  and  then  left 
Lieutenant  Kelso  were  pr 
present  when  Captain  Butlt 
came  there.     One  of  them 
such  a  party;   I  told  him  I 
men ;  Captain  Butler  told 
me  to  get  ready  and  go  to 
right  wing  of  the  army — C 
twenty- three  or  twenty-fou 
meantime,  I  went  to  my  t( 
Butler's  tent,  and  found  a  i 
the  tent.     General  Butler  ai 
some  wine.     Mr.  Denny,  ai« 
also.     General  Butler  then  t 
out;    either  he   or  the   bri^ 
directed  me  to  call  on  Color 
where  I  was  going.     I  callec 
down  with  his  clothes  on,  wl 
to  go,  as  he  was  sure  my  pa 
the  army  will  be  attacked  ii 
ceived  my  orders,  1  must  go 
commanded  his  picket-guar< 
desirt^d   liim  +/»  ^^^ 


k  VV^  •'v^  ' 
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down  to  the  ground.     We  had  not  been  long  in  this  situation  before 
six  or  seven  Indians  came  along  to  my  left,  about  fifteen  yards  from 
where  I  lay;  we  fired  on  them  seven  or  eight  guns,  and,  I  believe, 
killed  one;  the  Indians  ran  immediately.     I  ordered  the  men  to  load 
their  pieces,  and  lie  down  without  budging  from  the  place.     In  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  a  large  party  of  Indians  came  along  in  the  same 
direction,  and  about  the  same  distance;    after  they  had  passed  me, 
they  stopped  and  coughed,  and,  I  suppose,  were  trying   to  find  me 
out;  they  then  proceeded  on  towards  camp;   I  thought  they  meant  to 
waylay  me.     While  I  was  in  this  situation,  another  party,  nearly  the 
same  number,  passed  to  the  right  of  Cummings;  Cummings  then  came 
up  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I  had  seen  that  party,  and  he  thought  they 
were  going  to  waylay  us,  saying  it  was  a  very  large  party,  and  that  it 
would  be  prudent  to  return  to  camp.    George  Adams,  who  had  gone 
out  with  us  as  my  guide,  came  up  by  this  time,  and  said  he  thought  it 
would  be  prudent  for  us  to  return  ;  and,  as  1  found  the  men  uneasy,  I 
ordered  them  to  fall  into  the  path  in  Indian  file  and  return  to  camp, 
and,  if  they  were  attacked,  to  defend  themselves  with  the  bayonet 
altogether,  and  not  fire  their  pieces;  every  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  we 
heard  something  moving  in  the  woods,  on  both  sides  of  the  path,  but 
could  not  see  what  it  was;  we  pushed  on,  and  gained  the  militia  camp 
as  soon  as  possible.     I  halted  my  party  near  Colonel  Oldham's  tent, 
and  went  into  it  and  awakened  him,  about,  I  believe,  twelve  o'clock. 
Adams  was  with  me  when  I  went  out  and  returned,  and  heard  the  con- 
versation.    I  told  Colonel  Oldham  that  I  was  of  the  same  opinion  with 
him  that  the  camp  would  be  attacked  in  the  morning,  for  I  had  seen  a 
number  of  Indians.     1  was  just  going  to  dress  myself,  says  he,  and  go 
and  inform  the  commander-in-chief  about  it;  I  will  thank  you  to  in- 
form the  general  that  I  think  the  army  will  be  attacked  in  the  morn- 
ing.    I  proceeded  to  camp,  and,  as  soon  as  I  had  passed  the  camp- 
guard,  dismissed  the  party  and  went  to  General  Butler's  tent;  I  saw 
nobody  awake  or  up  but  the  sentry,  and  then  went  to  Colonel  Gibson's 
tent  as  soon   as  possible;    I   awakened   Colonel  Gibson  and   Doctor 
M'Croskey,  and  told  them  of  the  discoveries  I  had  made,  and  asked 
Colonel  Gibson  to  go  with  me  to  General   Butler;   he  said  he  was 
stripped,  and  would  not;  but  as  you  received  your  orders  from  him,  go 
and  make  your  report  to  him.     I  then  went  to  General  Butler's  tent, 
and.  as  I  approached  it,  I  saw  him  come  out  of  the  tent  and  stand  by 
the  fire;  I  went  up  to  him,  and  took  him  some  distance  from  the  fire, 
not  thinking  it  prudent  the  sentry  should  hear  what  I  had  seen;  I 
also  told  him  what  Colonel  Oldham  had  said,  and  that,  if  he  thought 
proper,  I  would  go  and  make  the  report  to  General  St.  Clair.     He  stood 
some  time,  and,  after  a  pause,  thanked  me  for  my  attention  and  vigi- 
lance, and  said,  as  I  must  be  fatigued.  I  had  better  go  and  lie  down. 
I  went  from  him.  and  lay  down,  and  never  awakened  till  the  firing 
began  on  the  militia  camp;  I  had  taken  off  none  of  my  clothes,  ex- 
pecting what  happened. 


back  to  the  battalion,  to  be  dre 
tain  Slough's  going  out  with  a  re 
the  action ;  his  party  formed  fi 
pally;  never  heard  of  the  Indian 
next  day ;  heard  Colonel  Oldhai 
had  discovered  fresh  Indian  trr 
horses,  as  if  the  Indians  had  be 
thought  it  probable  we  should  be 
drums,  on  the  morning  of  the  4t 
Adams  about  the  success  of  the  < 
ceding  night;  Adams  replied  tha 
that  he  (Adams)  had  shot  at  ai 
wished  a  party  to  go  out  with  h: 
M^jor  Butler  seemed  displeased 
about  this  time,  the  firing  began, 
militia;  I  observed  Mc^or  Fergusc 
Indians  who  were  pursuing  the  f 
which  put  them  in  great  confusior 
leader  on  horseback,  dressed  in  a 
gagement,  General  St.  Clair  and 
and  down  the  lines;  as  one  went  i 
other. 

Question  by  General  St.  Clair, — Dit 
Butler,  when  he  fell,  or  at  any  oth 

Answer. — The  first  time  I  saw  Ge 
four  soldiers  with  him,  putting  hii 
Morgan  with  General  Butler,  aftei 
quently  in  the  course  of  the  acti* 
him  at  any  time  during  the  same. 
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and  we  all,  when  we  heard  the  firing,  supposed  it  to  be  from  our  own 
sentries,  on  Indians  attempting  to  steal  horses;  we  had  no  idea  of  any 
number  of  Indians  being  in  the  neighborhood. 

Early  in  the  night,  Captain  Butler  came  to  the  adjutant-general,  and 
requested  that  he  might  take  out  a  party  and  endeavor  to  waylay  the 
Indians  who  might  be  stealing  horses  He  afterwards  declined  it,  say- 
ing it  would  not  be  proper  for  him  to  leave  camp,  but  that  he  would 
send  out  a  party  fit  for  the  purpose:  shortly  afterwards,  I  was  at  Gen- 
eral Butler's  tent,  and  the  \  arty  was  paraded,  and  Captain  Slough,  1 
found,  was  the  officer  pitched  upon ;  he  came  up  to  General  Butler's 
tent,  and  had  some  conversation  with  him  and  Colonel  Gibson ;  whether 
it  was  to  ask  advice  or  receive  orders,  I  know  not.  Dr.  Brown,  I  think, 
was  present  at  the  same  time.  I  remember  Major  Ferguson  being 
with  the  General  the  evening  before  the  action,  and  that  there  was  a 
plan  laid  for  throwing  up  some  works.  This  I  understood  to  be  for  a 
place  of  deposit  for  the  men's  baggage. 


INJUSTICE  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

[See  Vol.  I.,  p.  249.] 

"He  (St.  Clair)  afterwards  applied  to  Congress  to  remunerate  him 
for  moneys  advanced  by  him  while  in  the  Revolutionary  service. 
Whilst  his  matter  was  before  Congress,  General  Ogle,  of  the  Somerset 
district,  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  earnestly  and  eloquently  remarked : 
'This  was  a  subject  not  to  be  mentioned  in  the  House  in  the  face  of 
day;  the  treatment  of  that  man  ought  to  be  spoken  of  here  only  in 
the  might.  For  his  part,  if  there  was  a  statue  as  strong  as  brass,  or  as 
solid  as  the  pillars  of  the  Capitol,  he  would  blow  it  to  powder,  to  do 
justice  to  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution.' 

*'  The  above  has  been  taken  from  a  memoir  relative  to  John  Smilie, 
long  a  member  of  Congress  from  the  Fayette  district,  in  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, by  the  late  James  Veech,  Esquire,  of  Pittsburgh." — MacUiyi 
Gketche^  of  Debate^  p.  267. 


INDEX. 


Account  of  Indian  Treaties,  i,  156, 
ii,  1U8-113,  622-630. 

Acta  (laws):  passed  by  St.  Clair  and 
the  judijjes,  ii,  80  n.,  167  n.;  by  Terr. 
Leg.,  452  n.,  623  n.,  543  n. 

Adams,  John,  ii,  442. 

Addison,  Judge,  ii,  361,  423  n. 

Addresses,  Speeches,  Observations, 
Kemarks,  Answers,  and  Replies: 
(1.)  by  Terr.  Leg.,  ii,  473,  511, 
615;  (2.)  by  Gov.  St.  Clair,  53, 141, 
353,  367,  438,  446,  451  n.,  458,  461, 
474,  486,  501,  614,  616,  534,  638, 
540,  561,  579,  687, 592,  597 ;  (8.)  by 
others,  7  n.,  56  «.,  363,  457,  458, 459, 
473,  486,  512,  524,  537,  539,  576. 

Adrain,  Peter,  ii,  434,  498. 

Advertisements:  by  Dr.  John  Con- 
olly,  i,  272  n.;  by  John  Emerson, 
ii,  5  ?i. 

Allen,  Lieut.-Col.  Wm.,  i,  375,  n. 

Amherst,  Gen.  Jeflrey,  i,  2  7i.,  3,  4 
«.,  5. 

Andr^,  Major  John,  i,  106,  528  7i. 

Armstrong,  Capt.  John,  ii,  268,  273. 

Armstrong,  Gen.  John,  i,  97,  98,  574 
n.,  ii,  276. 

Arnold,  Gen.  Benedict,  i,  15,  16,  20 
n.,  44  «.,  47,  75,  76,  82.  83,  88,  89, 
106.  372  w.,  443,  444,  527  n.,  528  n., 
629  n.,  540. 

Assembling  at  Public  worship  with- 
out Arm?,  impropriety  of,  ii,  309. 

Att'y  Gen.  U.  S ,  li,  163,  378,  379, 
880,  381 ,  382,  384,  386. 

Baldwin,  Col.  i,  444. 

Baldwin,  Michael,  ii,  555,  656,  557, 
658,  560,  565  w. 

Barlow,  Joel,  ii,  164  n.,  195  n. 

Bennington,  Battle  of,  i,  84-86. 

Benton,  Thomas  H.,  i,  122. 

Biddle,  Edward,  i,  102. 

Board  of  Treasury,  ii,  43,  117,  471, 
618,  619,  620,  622  n. 

Board  of  War,  i,  543. 

Boudinot,  Elias,  i,  587  n. 

Boundary  between  Md. and  Virginia, 
i,  263  w. 

Boundary  Troubles  between  Pa.  and 
Va.,  i,  10,  11,  257,  ei  acq. 

Bouquet,  Col.  Henry,  i,  7. 


I 


Bowdoin,  Gov.  James,  i,  6,  70,  71, 
388,  425,  434. 

Bowker,  Joseph,  i,  421. 

Bradford,  Wm.,  ii,  377. 

Brant,  Capt.  Joseph  (Thayandane- 
gea),  i,  153,  154,  155,  167  n.,  158, 
182,  ij,  8,  51,  52  n.,  60,  61,  93,  94, 
95,  100,  102.  106,  107,  109. 

Brant,  Capt.  Joseph's  son,  i,  152  n^ 
157  /*.,  179  n. 

Brodhpad,  Col.  Danie),  ii,  1. 

Brown,  Hon.  John,  ii,  222  w.,  225, 
226,  227,  251,  432,  626,  628,  629, 
552. 

Brown,  Maj.,  ii.  267. 

Buntin,  Robert,  ii,  411,  412,  533. 

Burgoyne,  Gen.  John,  i,  22.  58,  60, 
63,  65,  66,  68,  81,  83,  84,  88,  89,  90, 
91,  398  n.,  403  ;».,  412,  415  /i.,  422, 
423  71.,  427,  442,  443,  444,  447  ti., 
457  n. 

Burnet.  Jacob,  i,  211,  212,  213,  221 
w.,  234,  ii,  441,  442  n.,  525,  657, 
580. 

Burr,  Aaron,  i,  372  n. 

Butler,  Maj.  E.  M.,  ii,  280. 

Butler,  Richard,  i,  87  w.,  103  n.,  108, 
110,  127,  151,  155.  171,  172.  174, 
176,  312  w.,  330,  341  w.,  342,  343, 
844,  377  71.,  380  w.,  381,  467,  481, 
632,  533  71.,  634,  535,  538  n.,  658, 
604,  ii,  1  71.,  7  7t.,  11  71.  40,  41,  43, 
46,  48,  51,  52,  60,  79,  83,  117,  150, 
184  71.,  200  71.,  203,  204,  216,  217, 
224,  230,  232,  240,  242,  248.  244, 
251,  253,  263,  265,  260,  267  n.,  278, 
280,  281,  288,  301  ti.,  023,  625,  630, 
684,  635. 

Butler,  Thomas,  i,  377  ti.,  ii,  633. 

Butler,  Wm.,  i,  249. 

Byres,  Hon.  John,  i,  587  7i. 

Cadwnllader,  Gen.  John,  i,  32,  83. 

Campbell,  Col.  John,  ii,  231. 

"Camp  Charlotte,"  i,  375  71. 

Canada,  conquest  of,  by  the  British, 
i,  3-5. 

Carleton,  Gen.  Sir  Guy,  i,  16,  17  ti., 
22,  48,  590  71. 

Carondolet,  Gov.,  i,  204. 

Cass,  Lewis,  calls  on  St.  Clair,  i,  268^ 

Cavet,  James,  i,  351. 

(639) 


Cc: 


-     .  ■  -',  no,  477  'I    fitil  , 

WB,  siii.  &ai. 
Ccimraitteo  uf  Kj-.,  ii,  222 
Cuil,  JiMliUH,  ii,  33S. 
County  Liuutenuiti.  ii,  281. 
Cnnnvetieui  Lund  C»nipR[i\ 
Conoll)-,  Dr.  John,  i.  ](J.  ll" 

IWf.  272n.  274,  27li,  M77.  : 

as*,  asfi.  zoi,  sua,  aas,  i 
803,  «07,  .ws,  ai3,  au.  i 

an,   3IH,   !!]!..  8;.;,.  337    ; 
84a.   aU.   IN!',  il&r,,  967,  S 
ii.  i>a.  It'l.  I();i,  103, 
CnnittriiHis,  Cfmrlrf.  ( Ijird),  i 
fill,  5a7n,.  S4U,  f,.V).  052,  I 

Counuil  of  Censors,  Ponn,  i 

oaa, 

Couneil  of  •Gentml  Officew 

CflurC-miirtiii],  profeedines  ol 

81.  Clair,  i,  447  ». 
Owig,  Ibmbc,  i.  648.  ii,  201,  4j 
CmiK,  Col.  John,  i,  107  ^ 
Oriiig.  Thomiis.  i,  377  n. 
Orrinrord,  Valentino,  i,  207 


3.  282,  2 


CrMBp,  Mieliao],  i,  260  n 

2»B,  299,  316.  32a,  sue 

Crofrhmi.  Ceu..  i,  -JiRl  ,,., 


Dane,   Nutluiii,   i,   2:ii^l3o    i 

fill.  B12,  Gle 
Danjicrs  buselting  N,  W.  Terr 


Index. 


641 


Fort  Lee,  abandonment  of,  i,  27. 
Fort  Recovery,  erection  of,  i,  183. 
Fort  Washington,  surrender  of,  i,  20. 
"  Fort  Wilson  Kiot,"  i,  488  «. 
Fountneroy,  Maj.,  i,  558. 
Franklin,  Benj.,  i,  600,  607 «.,  608. 
Fraser,  Gen.,  i,  19,  22,  60,  61,  S5,  90, 

428  71. 
Frazer,  John,  i,  259. 
French  of  Gallipolis,  ii,  190. 
Gamelin,  Antoine,  i,  164, 167,  ii,  155. 
Gamelin,  Capt.  Fred.,  ii,  1;^2. 
Gano,  John  S.,  ii,  327  n.,  495,  524. 
Gardoqui,  Don    Diego,  i,  199,  ii,  59, 

104,  121  n. 
Gates,  Gen.  Horatio,  i,  25,  27, 30,  46  ;*., 

50-52,  54,   73,   75,  87,  88,  92,  94, 

372  w.,  385.  395,  407,  441,  444,  445, 

447  ».,  615  //.,  517  n.,  526  w..  605. 
Gates,  Gen.  Thomas,  i,  2  «.,  6. 
Gayoso,  Gov.     See  Lemose,  Manuel 

Gayoso  dt*. 
Oazcite  of  France^  an  article  from, 

ii,  129  n. 
Glover,  Gen.  John,  i,  106  n. 
Genet,  Citizen,  i,  201,  202,  203. 
Gerlach,  Capt.,  i,  561. 
Gibault,  Father,  i,  165,  ii,  148.  179. 
Gibson,  John,  i,  215,  272,  ii,  625,  630, 

634,  635,  636. 
Gillman,  Joseph,  i,  145  n. 
Gist.  Gen.,  i,  557,  564. 
Gouvion,  Col.,  ii,  153. 
Governor  of  Virginia,  ii,  84. 
Gre<^ne,    Gen.    Nathaniel,    i,  26,   31, 

42  w.,  93,  98,  100,  106  n.,  113,  482, 

492,  515  ;*..  527  «.,  530  n..  531  //., 

545,  546,  547,  548,   550,  553,  562, 

463,  564,  568  n.,  5()9,  582. 
Greenvilh%  Indian  Treaty  at,  i.  185. 
Uaidimand,  Gen.  Frederick,  i,  'll'ln. 
Hamilton,  Alex.,  i,  12, 105, 115, 158  ;/., 

255  71.,  503,  506.  521>  n.,  588  /?.,  ii, 

209,  300  //.,  317,  392. 
Hamilton,  Henry,  i,  506  «.,  509,  511. 
Hammond,  Charles,  i,  233. 
Hamtramck,   J(»hn    Francis,    i,  ir>4, 

167,  175,  ii,  14,  15.  1(>  /^,  18,22,23. 
26,  27,  34.  45,  87.  92,  105,  130,  132 
;/.,  135,  155,  160,  161,  182,185,  193, 
19.1.  197,  214,  215,  239,  251,  252. 
261,  269,  270,  446. 

Hancock,  John,  i,  15  49.  55  7/.,  94, 
99.  383,  389.  426,  439,  452  n. 

Hand,  Edward,  i,  32,  33,  106  //., 
591  71. 

Hannastown,  Ke^oUitions  adopted  at, 
i,  363-365. 

Ilarmar,  Joi^eph,  i,  130,  144,  151,  152. 

168,  169,    177.   178.  467.  474,   569,  I 
570,  ii,  2,  3,  5  v.,  6,  7,  11,  13,  15  ;?.,   [ 

VOL.  II. — 11 


16,  18,  24,  25  w.,  26,  29,  30,  36,  37, 
38,  41,  42,  44,  45,  50,  51,  64,  80,  87, 
88,  92,  105.  129,  133,  134  n.,  138, 
144,  146,  150,  151,  160,  161,  179, 
181,  182,  183,  184  n.,  188,  193,  215, 
216,  244,  251,  252,  262,  279,  289  7i., 

625,  630. 
Harrison,  R.  H.,  i,  378. 
Harrison,  Wm.  Henry,  i.  121  w.,  207, 

214,  215,  236,  245  n.,  252  7i..  ii.  344 

71.,  422  72.,  449  7/.,  489,  533,   564. 

570. 
Hartley,  Thomas,  i,  437. 
Hay,  Col.,  i,  414,  467,  531. 
Hazen,  Moses,  i.  104  n.,  493  /i.,  494, 

495,  496,  497,  576. 
Heath,  (ien.  William,  i,  531  n.,  536, 

552,  559,  591. 
Hackewelder,   John,  i,  183,  ii,  420, 

421,  433. 
Herkimer,  Gen.  Nicholas,  i,  83. 
Hodgdon,  Samuel,  ii,  216.  217,  248, 

250,  251,  273,  278,  279,  289,  293, 

300,  301  71. 
Hooper,  Jr.,  R.  L.,  i,  264,  321,  360. 
House  i»f   Representatives,  Gov.  St. 

Clair  t),  ii,  465. 
Howard.  Senator,  J.  E.,  ii,  530. 
Howe,  Gen.  Robert,  i,   106  ?i.,  115. 

589. 
Howe,  Sir  William,  i,  4,  74,  97,  98, 

396,  444. 
Huntington,  Gen.  Ebenezer,  i,  106 

>/.,  591  //. 
Huntington,  Gen.  Sam'l,  i,  603,  684 

7i.,  ii,  586. 
Hutchins,  Thomas,  ii,  14,  15,  16  n^ 

18,  19,  91,  92,  305. 
Indians:  Cahokias,  ii,  144  )i ;  Cavu- 

gas.  87,  623;  CLerokee.s,  13  «.,  '86, 

112,  114,  146,  632;  Chicka^aw^  26, 

133,   140,  302;  Chippewas,  i,  155. 

156,  180  »/.,  ii,  2.  6;5.  64.  «l.  87,  108 

11,  109,  114,  159  Ii.,  303.  343  «,  625, 

626,  632;  Choctaws.  133;  Creeks, 
302;  Delawares,  i,  9,  143.  156,  160 
?/.,  2  *8,  :I04,  315,  320,  332  7»,  333, 
335  /?.,  336  7/ .  341,  343.  358,  ii,  1,2, 
6,  9.  14,  16  H,  17  7/,  42,  4S,  50,  63, 
81,  82,  87,  90,  100,  106.  108  n^  109, 
114,  140,  157  //.,  303,  343  >/.,  401, 
625,  626,  632,  633;  Foxes,  6:52; 
Hurons,  i,  338;  Kai^kaskias,  ii,  31, 
401;  Kickapoos,  i,  153,  ii,  88,  89, 
139,  155  n.,  156  n.,  159  n.,  228,  236, 
238,  401,  402,  632;  Mascoutins,  i, 
138;  Menomonees.  i,  138;  Miamis 
(Twightwees),  i,9, 153,  155,  160*7*., 
ii,  100,  132  M.,  155  n.,  157  »i.,  158  n., 
159  7?.,  228,  236,  244,  343  7i..  401, 
632;    Mingoes,   i,  296    n.,  300   ;«., 


i,  155,  150,  ii,  1U6,  1U»  ?i.,  JUy,  114, 
848  ;t.,  376,  025.  082;  Sacs,  i,  150, 
ii,  106,  108  w.,  109,  114,  140,  625; 
Sacjaniiw?,  194;  ScMiocas,  40,82,88, 
87,88, 100,  109,028;  Shawaneso,i.9, 
153,  290  /I.,  297,  298,  299,  304,  300 
«.,  309,  812  w.,  318  «.,  814,  815,  810 
n.,  317  «.,  318,  820,  882  «.,  888, 
884,  835,  837,  388,  839.  341.  340  n., 
347  w.,  848  n.,  357  n.,  ii,  0,  9  «.,  11 
n,  12  «.,  10  n.,  17  w.,  19,  102, 
106,  109,  110,  112,  140,  146,  155  «., 

157  n  ,  158  n.,  159  w.,  201  «.,  808  ?*., 
843  «.,  387,  401,  402,  030,  032;  Six 
Nations,  i,  9,  148,  298,  800  «.,  804, 
815,  820,  885,  888,  841,  ii,  7,  8,  48 
«.,  52  n.,  82,  88,  87,  88,  99, 106,  108 
n.,  118,  158  «.,  159  7i.,  218  n.,  628; 
Tuscarawas,  623;  Weas,  33;  Win- 
nebagoes,  i,  188;  Wyaridots,  148, 
155,  156,  838,  ii,  2,  6,  9,  14,  16  n., 
17  n.,  48,  58,  81,  82,  88,  90,  99,  100, 
108  ».,  109,  110,  112,  113,   114,  126, 

158  «.,  159  71.,  803,  348,  625,  626, 
080,  632,  638. 

Injustice  of  tho  U.  S.  to  St.  Clair,  i, 
249,  ii,  637. 

Instructions:  to  St.  Clair,  i,  471,  ii, 
30,  115  7*.;  to  Paul  Fearinjj,  545  n.; 
to  Col.  «)os.  Harniar,  ii,  8  n.;  to 
Gen.  James  Wilkinson,  ii,  227. 

Irvine,  Gen.  William,  i,  18,  21,  108, 
109,  112,  116,  127,  255  n.,  825,  492, 
681,  538  «.,  541,  542,  648.  549,  550, 
652,  554,  655,  656,  557,  560,  582, 
688,  585.  687  7i.,  ii,  48,  84  n. 

Jackson,  Maj.  A.,  i.  587. 

Jay,  John,  i,  72,  79,  80.  81,  198,  488, 
434,  001,  002,  <X)3,  ii,  101,  121  n., 


II,  i; 

Lame 

Lawn 

Laws 

Lear, 

Lee,  J 

Lee,  C 

Lee,  1 

610. 

Legisl 

470. 

Leith 

Lemo 

401. 

Leno> 

Lettei 

All* 

stro 

442 

Jan 

of 

Icr, 

ury 

482 

M. 

411 

Ber 

833 

Jnc 

ten  J 

Lul 

i,4! 

Foi 

sim 

Gal 

667 

664 

doq 

gin 


Index. 


643 


Knox,  92  et  seq.,  106,  233,  240,  245, 
249,209;  Israel  Ludlow,  209,230, 
24G;  legislative  Council,  470;  Col. 
Mehelm,  i,  409;  Robert  Morris, 
468;  Frederick  Muhlenberg,  543; 
Gen.  Alex.  McDougnll,  573;  James 
Monroe,  599;  Maj.  Murray,  ii,  180; 
Nathaniel  Massio,  425  7/.,  426, 
509  ».;  John  Marshall,  497;  James 
Madison,  599;  Gov.  Nelson,  i,  502; 
Officers  of  Pcnn.  Line,  580;  Gov. 
Jno.  Penn,  279,  296,  802,  304,  300, 
314,  317,  322,  325,  320,  328,  331, 
338,  340,  343,  345,  347,  350,  354, 
801;  President  of  Cong.,  305; 
President  of  the  U.  S.,  ii,  1 1 1,  123, 
164,  198,  279,  282,  284,  285,  390, 
431,  438,  442,  484,  488,  573;  Par- 
sons and  Varnum,  01,  01,  07,  72; 
Samuel  H.  Parsons.  91  ;  Joseph 
Parks,  430;  Timothy  Pickering, 
494;  Joseph  Reed,  i,  400,  479,  484, 

488,  532,  544}  PMmund  Randolph, 
ii,  312;  James  Ross,  400,  480,  555; 
Gen.  Philip  Schuyler,  i,  390,  401, 
400,  410,  411,  413,  415,  419,  423; 
J(»seph  Shippen,  Jr.,  200,  205,  207, 
273,274,  284,  345,  353,  358;  Mrs. 
St.  Clair,  529  n.,  500;  Col.  Sprnat, 
ii.  340;  Winthrop  Sargent,  335, 
404,  405;  Sec.  of  War,  40,43,40, 
48,  50,  57,  03,  81,  85,  87  et  seg.,  95, 
99,  108,  115,  130,  150,  183,  188,  190, 
192,  203,  212,  202,  277,  321,  337, 
445,  404;  Sec.  of  State,  320,  390, 
421,443,532;  Gov.  Isaac  Shelby, 

•320,  386;  Rriir.  Gen.  Charles  Scott, 
207,  220;  Wm.  St.  Clair,  372; 
Capt.  Sedgwick,  402,  403,  404; 
James  Smith,  495;  Charles  Thom- 
son, 97  ;  The  .ludi^es,  189;  Judge 
Turner,  218,  311,  330;  Ensign  Til- 
linghast,  272;  Geo.  Tod,  581; 
Judge  Varnum,  90;  Maj.  Wvllys, 
98;  Gen.  Janu'S  Wilkinson!"  227, 
427;  Dudl.^y  VVoodbridge,  543; 
Thomas  Worthington,  553  ji.; 
William  Wells,  497;  Oliver  Wal- 
cott,  373,  383,  40r).  472;  James 
Wilson,  i,  382,  4(-2;  Gen.  Anthony 
Wayne,  477,  435,  58<'»;  Gon.  Cieo. 
Wjishinijjton,    429,    472,    475,    480, 

489,  494,  498,  499,  502,  515,  518, 
525,  531,  5:^3,  512,  545,  510.  549, 
553,  559,  5»;3.  50'>,  5(i8,  572,  588; 
EbeneZL'r  Zano,  ii.  98. 

Letter.^:  To  St.  Clair  fn^m  Petor 
Adrain,  ii,  431,  498;  Judge;  Addi- 
son, :151  ;  Joseph  Howk(*r,  i,  421  ; 
Col.  Raldwiii,  444;  (ion.  Richard 
liutlcr,    ii,   40,    51,    00,    244;    Joel 


Barlow,  164 n.;  Maj.  E.  M.  Butler, 
280;  Jacob  Burnet,  525;  Jno. 
Brown,  520;  Dr.  John  Conolly, 
i,  327;  Geo.  Croghan,  262,  303; 
James  Cavet,  351 ;  John  Dickin- 
son, 585  n.,  599;  Bernard  Dough- 
erty, 268;  Isaac  B.  Dun,  ii,  106; 
Chevalier  Duportail,  152;  Johr. 
Ettwein,  420;  Wm.  Ewing,  490; 
J.  Edgar,  533;  Benj.  Franklin,  i, 
600;  Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  ii,  191; 
Major  Ferguson,  223;  Paul  Fear- 
inv,  558,  588  •  Gen.  Horatio  Gates, 
i,  445,  005;  Gen.  Nath.  Greene, 
482,  550,  568;  M.  Gardoqui,  ii, 
59«.;  Father  Gibault,  148;  Gov. 
Gavoso,  889;  Col.  Gouvion,  153; 
R.  L.  Hooper,  Jr.,  i,  264,  821 ;  CoL 
Thomas  Hartley,  437;  Gen.  Joseph 
Harmar,  569,  ii,  30,  133;  John 
Francis  Hamtramck,  ii,  197;  J. 
E.  Howard,  630;  Gen.  Wm.  Ir- 
vine, i,  531,  682;  Maj.  A.Jackson, 
587;  Paul  Jones,  590,  609,  ii,  127; 
Gen.  Henrv  Knox,  47,  84,  100,107, 
148,  149,  102,  181,  202,  282,  242, 
247,  275 ;  Marquis  de  La  Fayette, 
i,  458;  Col.  Long,  453;  Capt.  de 
Luziere,  ii,  199,491;  Tobias  Lear, 
282;  James  Madison,  i,  244-240; 
R.  K.  Meade,  ii,  113;  James  Mc- 
Henry,  395;  John  Marshall,'530; 
Viscount  Malartio,  406;  Stevens 
T.  Mason,  631 ;  ^neas  Mackjiy,  i, 
269,  271,  312,  330,  343;  Gov.  J(»hn 
.Penn,  276,  305,  820,  836;  Judge 
Parsons,  ii,  120;  Judges  Parsons 
and  Varnum,  09;  President  of 
Cong,  i,  372;  Hon.  Jno.  Potts, 
678;  President  of  the  U.  S.,  ii, 
125,  283,  285;  Timothy  Pickering, 
338,  343;  Joseph  Reed,  i,  407,  492, 
658;  Gen.  R.  Rutherford,  505; 
James  Ross,  ii,  422,  629;  Edmond 
Randolph,  350 j  Gen.  Philip  Schuy- 
ler, i,  405,  409,  412,  438;  Judg<iS 
Symmes  and  Turner,  ii,  187;  Judge 
Symmes,  339,  347;  Major-Gen. 
Steuben,  i,  592;  Joseph  Shippen, 
Jr.,  271  ;  Senator  Schurcman,  ii, 
530;  William  Smith,  i,  283,  323, 
359;  Joseph  Sp««ar,  281;  Thomas 
Smith,  309,  370,  373;  C  ol.  Sproat, 
ii,  22  4;  William  St.  Clair,  143, 
310;  Gen.  Wm.  Thompson,  i.  307, 
379;  James  Tili^^hman,  313;  Judge 
Turner,  ii,  325,  345,  348,  351 ;  Bar- 
tholomew Tardiveaii,  117;  Unitt^d 
States,  i,  000;  James  Wilson,  324. 
370,  381,  ;i8:{,  392,  417,  ii,  119;  Gqo. 
AVilson,  i,  257  ;  Cul.  Joseph  Wood, 


Richunl  Bullcr,  ii,  ♦)<)  w.; 
Bradford  to  Sec.  of  the  1 
3:*>7;  John  Brown  to  Tl 
Wopthini^ton,  5*J>*;  Wra. 
fi»rd  to  Gov.  John  Pcnn,  i 
Valentine  Crawford  to  G*nj.^ 
iniiton,  o-Vi ;  I.^auc  Craig  to 
Henry  Kn^x,  ii,2t)l;  John  Do 
to  Mnj.  Wylly.*,l-'54;  same  1 
of  War.  9:  Lieut.  E.  Den 
Gen.  J.  Harrnar,  iOO:  Lord 
more  to  Gov.  Pcnn,  i,  28o; 
Franklin  to  Gov.  Clinton,  ♦ 
same  to  Col.  John  Craisr.  ^j 
Samuel  Findley  to  Thomas  V 
ington,  ii.  5*>5  «. ;  Gen.  H 
Gates  to  Gen.  Geo.  TVa.-hinj; 
3ft.">;  Col.  K.  n.  Harri>on  t.i 
Philip  Schuyler,  378;  Gen.  J 
mar  to  (ien.  A.  Wayne,  4« 
fame  to  S«*c.  of  War,  ii,  G,  7. 
14.  If  J,  IH,  10.  i>2,  2:?,  lit,  1>0, 
'',8,  42,  4».  4.J,  r,|.  87:  same  to 
(ien.  Knox,  120;  same  to 
dent  of  Conijre.*?,  3;  same  U. 
Frnn'MH  Ilamtramck,  02; 
Win.  Irvifn!  to  llichard  Bu 
OO;  |)r.  Wtii.  A.  Irvine  to 
JI<'iiry  Smi:  h,  2'>o  7i. ;  Tljomi 
f»T^oM  to  (Jov.  Jftuac  Shel 
;j)0;  (it'll.  Jl<'hry  Knox  to  Ii 
iJiitl-r,  21*;,  22J,  2:i0,  2:;2;  st 
thM  |'n-i«hMit  U.  S.,  240,  441 
Nkm'I  Lu'llovv  to  Thomas  "V 
iii",lon,  r»7<i ;  NHtlmniel  Ma« 
Tlioiimi4    WorthinL:t<»n,   500 
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.',  Hypolite  de,  ii,  406  etaeq. 
1,  John,  ii,  497.  580. 
1,  Address  of  Citizens  to  St. 
ii,  50  n. 

and  Dixon's  Lino,"  ii,  263 
5.  290. 

Stevens  T.,  ii,  531,  552. 
Nnthaniol.  ii.  425  ?*.,  428.  448 
)  ?^.,  405,  523,  527.  552,  559, 
,  -''03,  507,  568  «.,  569  /i.,  571, 
91,  599. 

3    Indiiin  Towns,  e-\pediti«.»n 
^t,  i,  168-170. 
r»l.  Jolin,  Journal  r)f,  i.  150. 
>wer"  arrives  at  Marietta,  i, 

lick,  Alex.,  statement  of,  ii, 
i. 

;all.  Gen.  Alex.,  i.  101, 470  7i., 
75,  522,  527  n.,  573. 
ry,  James,  ii,  395. 
1,  Hon.  Tliouias,  i,  556  u. 
.•Vl<^x  ,  i,  156.  157  71.,  160  ;/., 
,  298,  302.  330,  333  //.,  338, 
i,  13.  106.  194. 
I,  Capt.,  ii,  44(). 
m,  Judire,  ii,  328,  557. 
Col.  K.K.,  ii,  113,  114  71. 
1.  Col.,  i,  469. 

Ueturn  J.,  i,  145  n.,  148,  149 
7,  ii,  79  n.,  80  ».,   194,  527, 

Gen.   Hugh,    i,  31,  36,    38, 

n.,  381. 

?  of  St.  Clair  to  House  of 
ii,  472. 

(icn.  Thomas,  i,  33.44  w.,100, 
.,  159,  201,  325  ?/.,  383,  480  n.. 
i57,  ii,  184. 

Indian    Town.**.    Expedition 
5t,  i,  171-177,  ii.  240-271. 
Jonij>any,  ii,  333. 
ov  ,  ii,  122. 
Im,  Marquis  do,  i,  3. 
ucry.  (ien.  Kichard,  i,  16. 
,  Janu's,  i,  599,  000  n. 
,  G(Mi.  Daniel,  i,  87,  88. 
.  (i<'n.  (ioo ,  ii,  102. 
(ionvcriH'ur,  i,  72,  78,  440  ;*. 
(i(Mi.  Lewis,  i.  14. 

IJnlM'rt,    i,    9;'.,   3()5    n.,  458. 
.  5t,l  //..  572,  r,H()  n. 
,  .I«'i<Mniali,  i,  23. 
Ill   lii(li;»iin.     ^-'cn  Indians, 
in  ^Missionary  Towns,  i,  1 44//., 

,  Col.  John,  i.  544. 

IxM'ir,    (icn.   Frederick    A.,  i, 

17  n  ,  447  ■)) ,  543. 
.  Miij  ,  ii.  1^0. 

(Jov..  i,  502. 


«* Newbury  Addresses,"  i,  574  n. 
Neville,  John,  361  n.,  ii,  403. 
*'New  Counties  Controversy,"  ii,  515 

et  scq. 
Nicolet,  John,  discovers  the  N.  "W., 

i,  137. 
Observations,   etc.,  by  St.  Clair,   ii, 
*      367. 
Official   Instructions.     See   Instruc- 
tions. 
Official  Proceedings  of  House  of  Rep., 

ii.  512  n. 
Official  Records  of  the  N.  W.  Terr., 

ii,  131  «.,  310,  336  «.,  344  n.,  438  n. 
Officers  of  Penn.  Line  written  to  by 

St.  Clair,  i,  580. 
O'Harra,  Gen.,  killed,  i,  546. 
Ohio   Company   (new),    i,   124,  126, 

150,  333,471,  ii,  201  ;/.,  509. 
Ohio  Company  (old),  i,  2«i3  n. 
Ohi(».  Temporary  Settlements  in,  in 

1785.  ii.  3  ;/.,  4  t>. 
Oldham,  Lieut.-Co'l.,  ii,  265,  206,  267, 

278,  634,  636. 
Oliver,  Robert,  ii,  512. 
Ordinances  for  Sale  of  Lands,  i,  128, 

ii,  618-622. 
Ordinance    of    1787:    history   of,    i, 

118  <?^  set/.,  ii,  603  et  seq.;  copy  of, 

612-618. 
Parks,  Joseph,  ii,  436. 
Parsons  and  Varnum,  Judges,  ii,  61, 

(i4,  (>7.  69,  72. 
Parsons,  Cien.,  i,  106  n. 
Parsons,  Samuel  Holden,  i,  135,  140, 

144  «..  193,  ii,  36  w.,  51.  53  w.,  61, 

64,  67,  69.  72.  91,  120.  334,  402. 
Pattf'rson,  Gen.  John,  i,  106  n.,  420, 

421,  441  11. 
Pauldini:,  John,  helps  capture  Andr6, 

i,  528  n. 
Penn.  Gov.  John,  i,  261  ?i.,  271,  273  n., 

275  «.,  276.  277.  *^78  ;^.,  279,  285, 

287,   291,   296,  302,  303.  304,  305, 

300,    308,   314,  317,  320,  322,  324, 

325,    320,   328,  331,  335,  338,  340 

343,  345,  .'.47,  350,  351  «.,  354,  301' 
Penn,  Gov.  Richard,  i.  201  «.,  273  n.' 
Pentecost   Dorsev,  i,  282. 
Phillips,  Maj.-Gen.  AVm..  i,  60,  63, 

90.  105,  442  w.,  505/i.,  509,511,512, 

513. 
Pickerini:,  Timothv,  i,44.  123. 133  ?i., 

188.  ii.  :^,:;8,  343.  494,  570,  571. 
Pierce,  Capt.,  ii.  327,  :'.3()  //..  401. 
Plan  of  Gov.  lor  TN-nn..  i,  593  rf  srq. 
Ponlo.  Wm.  FredericU.  i,  122-135. 
Poor.   (ien.   KiH-eh.   i.  54.  90,  395?/., 

:;90  y/..  420.  421.  411.  449  //. 
Potts,  Hon.  .lohn,  i,  578. 
Posey,  Thomas,  ii,  451  n. 


President  of  the  U.  S.,  ii,  111,  11 
120  71.,  123,  124  «.,   123,  147,  IC. 
196,   198,   214,  240,  241,  243,  24 
279,  282,  283,  284,  285.  294  n.,  391 
431,   438,   441,  442,  482,  484,  48i 
665.  673. 

Public  Notice  of  Citizens  of  the  Mi 
ami  Purchase,  ii,  328  n. 

Pulaski,  C<)unt,  i,  98. 

Putnam  Rufus,  i,  77.  93,  101,  139  n. 
140,   145   11.,   148,    149,    183,    238 
398  n.,  413,  ii,  3G  n.,  51.  79  ;i ,  80  n. 
'302,  333,  393,413,471. 

Quebec,  capture  of,  i,  3,  4. 

Randolph,  Beverly,  i,  183. 

Randolph,  Edmund,  ii,  312,  342  w., 
350. 

Bawdon,  Lord,  i,  557. 

Reed,  Josepn,  i,  12,  35,  102,  103, 
325  n.,  400,  401,  462,  407,  479, 
480  w.,  484,  488,  492.  522,  523,  532, 
634,  537.  538,  544,  558. 

Reidesel,  Muj.-Gun.,  i,  00,  90,  423  «., 
601. 

Relations  between  Washington  and 
St.  Clair,  i,  158.  ii,  031. 

Remarks:  Paul  F<*aring,  ii,  576;  St. 
Clair,  661,  592. 

Report  of  Olfioial  Proceedingu  in  Il- 
linois Country,  ii,  105  n. 

Revolt  of  tlie  Penn.  Line,  i,  107 
e(  seq. 

Rochambeaii,  Count  de,  i,  515  n., 
620  «.,  525  «.,  527  n.,  552. 

Ross,  James,  i,  180,  187,  223,  ii,  409, 
422,  480,  529,  555. 
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Rivers,  18  ci  seq.;  marches  to 
Crown  Point,  thence  to  Ticonder- 
oga,  24;  spends  the  summer  (1776) 
at  that  post,  25 ;  elected  Brig.  Gen., 
ib.;  joins  Washington  in  N.  Jersey, 
ib.;  takes  part  in  battles  of  Trenton 
and  Princeton,  30  et  seq.;  pro- 
moted (1777)  to  Maj.-Gen.,  44; 
ordered  to  the  command  of  Ticon- 
der<»ga,  53 ;  attempts  repairs  upon 
tlmt  fortification,  56;  evacuates 
the  post,  ^^  et  seq.;  retires  to  Ft. 
Edward,  69 ;  goes  to  headquarters, 
92;  demands  a  court-maitial,  93; 
its  refusal,  ib.;  his  activity  and 
bravery  at  Brandy  wine.  94,  98;  is 
perjnitled  *'to  attend  to  his  private 
affairs,"  94;  acquitted  by  court- 
martial  of  all  charges,  95;  is  con- 
gratulated, 96;  arduous  and  valu- 
able services  rendered  by  him  in 
1780,  104,  ct  scq.;  is  appointed  one 
of  the  three  commissioners  to  settle 
a  cartel  for  exchafjge  of  prisoners, 
105;  failure  of  negotiations,  ib.; 
command?  a  corps  of  light  in- 
fantry, 107;  takes  part  against 
revolt  in  Penn.  line,  108;  is  put 
upc^n  recruiting  duty  in  Penn., 
Ill;  joins  the  army  before  York- 
town,  112;  sent  to  Gen.  Greene  in 
S.  Carolina,  with  six  regiments, 
113;  r»;turns  to  his  family,  114; 
in  1783,  furloughs  veteran  soldiers, 
ib.;  quiets  a  meeting  of  the  "  new 
levies,"  115;  returns  to  private 
life,  110;  is  elected  mem.  Board  of 
Censors  of  Penn.,  in  1783.  ib.; 
chosen  veiidue-master  of  Phila- 
delphiii,  117;  in  1786,  elected  to 
C(»ng..  ib]  in  1787,  chosen  presi- 
dent, ib.;  labors  for  the  creation 
of  a  Gov.  for  the  N.  W.  Terr., 
130;  elected  its  Governor,  135; 
arrives  at  Marietta,  139;  helps  the 
judges  to  pass  laws  for  the  N.  W. 
Terr.,  145  et  seq.;  holds  treaty 
with  western  Indians,  and  Six 
Nations,  at  Fort  Ilarmar,  156;  is 
in  New  York  at  Washington's 
fir.«t  inauguration,  158;  returns 
ti>  the  west,  159 ;  names  Cin- 
ciniiati,  162;  goes  to  the  Il- 
linois country,  164;  .«ends  Gen. 
Ilarmar  against  Maumee  In- 
dian towns,  168;  appointed 
Maj.-Gen.  IT.  S.  army,  170;  is  to 
march  airainst  Miami  Indian 
towns,  171 ;  moves  his  army  for- 
ward from  Fort  Wa.shington,  173; 
Constructs    Forts     Hamilton    and 


Jefferson,  ib.;  enters  the  wilder- 
ness, lb.;  is  attacked  by  the  sav- 
ages, 174;  defeated,  175;  his  bear- 
ing upon  the  battle-field,  176  n.; 
sends  official  dispatch  to  Sec.  of 
War,  179;  resigns  his  command  in 
the  army,  182;  in  1792,  visits 
Penn.,  188;  revises,  with  the 
judges,  territorial  laws,  188;  makes 
frequent  journeys  in  N.  W.  Terr., 
192;  appoints  his  son  Att'y  Gen.; 
issues  a  proclamation  against  in- 
vasion of  Louisiana,  202 ;  declares 
his  opinion  concerning  slavery  in 
N.  W.  Terr.,  206;  issues  a  procla- 
mation for  election  for  representa- 
tives for  N.  W.  Terr.,  208;  is 
given  the  veto  power,  ib.;  ad- 
dresses the  second  Gen.  Assembly, 
217;  is  reappointed  Governor, 
222;  is  threatened  by  a  mob,  2i4; 
becomes  an  ardent  federalist.  234 ; 
answers  charges  made  against 
him,  240;  removed  from  the  office 
of  Governor,  244-246;  returns  to 
his  home  at  Ligonier,  248;  his 
financial  troubles,  249-252;  driven 
from  his  home  to  a  "barren 
hearth,"  252;  his  death,  254;  a 
monument  erected  to  his  memory, 
ib.;  his  name  to  be  held  in  grateful 
remembrance,  256;  his  corre- 
spondence, addresses,  etc.,  while 
Gov.  of  the  N.  W.  Terr.,  ii,  60  et 
seq. 

St.  Clair,  Jr.,  Arthur,  i,  2  /». 

St.  Clair,  Lieut.-Col.  James,  i,  2  n. 

St.  Clair,  Jane,  i,  160. 

St.  Clair,  Louisa,  i,  157  ?».,  160,  161, 
179  «.,  180  n. 

St.  Clair,  Margaret,  i,  160. 

St.  Clair,  Mrs.  Authur,  i,  160,  529  n., 
550,  552,  553,  560. 

St.  Clair,  Sir  John,  i,  483. 

St.  Clair.  Wm.,  i,  2  7i.,  155,  ii,  143. 
316,  372,  441. 

St.  Clairs,  the,  i,  1,  2. 

Stephen,  Gen.  Adam,  i,  81,  44  n., 
295  «.,  384,  483. 

Steuben,  Baron,  i,  158  n.,  627  «.,  550, 
592. 

Stirlinnc,  Gen.  Wm.  Alex.,  i,  31,  44  n., 
383,  600. 

St.  Louis,  nickname  of,  ii,  32. 

Stony  Point,  storming  of,  i,  103,  104. 

Sullivan,  Gen.  John,  i,  18,  19,  23,  28, 
32.  93,  368  7i.,  369  n.,  393  7t.,  398  n., 
417,  537,  538  n. 

Suggestion  for  a  Plan  of  Gov.  See 
Plan  of  Gov. 

Symmes,   John    Cleves,   i,  135,  151, 
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T<>*Uri>.>iiv  uf  MnJ'ir  Znlgkr,  oxlntirt 

rrotn.  h,  ■ilHlFi, 
Thiiiik»a;iviii{!   ProoUmalioii  by  81. 

ClHir-.ii,  107. 
TIiHViiii<1uii«j;uB.    Sm  nnpi.  Jiuopli 

Umiil. 
Tlin.ludzo>,ii,  ISd. 
"Thn  Rflpullli!,"  Iiy  Jtihn  C.  nsroil- 

tnn,  orillni«i>cl,  II,  80(1  n, 
Thom«e.  Otm,  Juliii,  i,  ID.  IT,  8fl6  «. 
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Va"i™,  DHTid,  ii,  W- ...,  4!t6. 
V«nelovi.«,  Bf-nj.,  i.  IBS  n. 
Vi»iibirbiu'!;h,    Ucnry,    ii,    S42    n^  J 

v^  n .  a»7.  am.  441.  ui.  4$c,  &01.  | 

V*u  Buhnick.  Goafn.  i,  «W. 

Van  Wiirt.  Itaac,  tioipa  canlurs  An- 
dr^  i.  fiafl  ».  I 

YArniim.  Jutl^u  .Umm  U^  i,  i%\  J 
1»!)  .1..  1)4.  Ii.  Uii  H.,  (il,  63  M,  01.  ^ 
04,  il7,iJfl,  72,  on.  111,834. 

Viimlre-<ii1,  M.itv,  i,  6. 

Viij;o,  (^mnris,  ii,  4VS. 

WaUmlt  Iniliuit-.  il.  IBS,  181 ;  »xpi>. 
ditlou  nitniiiM.  1. 171,  ii.  227.  S8S. 

Wiilliico,  Goo.,  ii.  403. 

Wnrii^r,  Oen-  i<rtl.,  I.  flT,  08.  MR. 
42S,  I'JR  n,,  427.  4R3,  480,  tit. 

WHitiln^ton,  Gt^n  Uon.,  cr>j*«a«  tli« 
l>oliiwur«,  1,  'JU;  wln«  th»  baHlv* 
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Hn. 
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Wood  bridge,  Dudley,  ii,  543. 

Woixis.  Geo.,  i.  250  */. 

Wolcott,  Oliver,  i.  100,  ii,  378,  383, 
385,  403,  400,  472.  023. 

W<K).ster,  Gen.,  i,  :;r,7.  300. 

\Vorthiii£;ton.  Thomas  i,  228.  230, 
231.  230-238,  413.  448  //.,  483,  ii., 
511  //..  523  //.,  528,  547.  550,  552, 
553,  550.  557,  5<K)  n..  505.  507  //., 
508  ft,,  572,  574,  580  ?*.,  500,  501, 
509. 

Wyllys.  Major,  ii.  08,  101,  134.  18S. 

*'  Wyoming  Rebellion,"  i.  (iOO  //., 
007  u 

*' Yellow  Creek  Massacre, '  i,  0,  200. 

Zane,  Ebenezer.  ii.  08. 

Zeiixler.  Maj..  ii,  200?/. 

Zeisberger,  David,  ii,  433 


THE  END. 


HISTORICAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS 

PUBLICATIONS  OF 

ROBERT  CLARKE  &  CO 

CINCINNATI,  O. 


Alzog  (John,  D.  D.)  A  Manual  of  Universal  Church  History. 
Translated  by  Kev.  T.  J.  Pabisch  and  Kev.  T.  8.  Byrne.  3 
vols.     8vo.  15  00 

Anderson  (E.  L.)     Six  Weeks  in  Norway.     18mo*  1  00 

Andre  (Major)  The  Cow  Chace;  an  Heroick  Poem.  8vo. 
Paper.  75 

Antrim  (J.)  The  ITistory  of  Champaign  and  Logan  Counties, 
Ohio,  from  their  First  Settlement.      12mo.  150 

Ballard  (Julia  P.)  Insect  Lives;  or,  Born  in  Prison.  Illus- 
trated.   Sq.  12mo.  1  00 

Bell  (Thomas  J.)  History  of  the  Cincinnati  Water  Works. 
Plates.  8vo,  75 

Benner  (S.)  Prophecies  of  Future  Ups  and  Downs  in  Prices: 
what  years  to  make  Money  in  Pig  Iron,  Hogs,  Corn,  and 
Provisions.     2d  ed.     24mo.  1  00 

Bible  in  the  Pitrlic  Schools.  Records,  Arguments,  etc.,  in 
the  Cose  of  Minor  vs.  Board  of  Education  of  Cincinnati. 
8vo.  2  00 

Arguments  in   Favor  of  the  Use  of  the   Bible.      Separate. 
Paper.  50 

Arguments  Against  the  Use  of  the  Bible.  Separate.    Pai)er.    50 

Biddle  (Horace  P.)     Elements  of  Knowledge.     12mo.  1  00 

BiDDLE  (Horace  P.)     Prose  Miscellanies.     12mo.  1  00 

BiNKERD  (A.  D.)  The  Mammoth  Cave  of  Kentucky.  Paper. 
8vo.  50 

Bouquet  (H.)  The  Expedition  of,  against  the  Ohio  Indians  in 
1704,  etc.  With  Preface  bv  Francis  Parkman,  Jr.  8vo. 
$3  00.     Large  Paper.  "  G  00 

BoYLAND  (G.  IL,  M.  D.)  Six  Months  Under  the  Red  Cross  with 
the  French  Army  in  the  Franco-Prussian  War.     12mo.       1  50 
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Historical  and  Miscellaneous  Pablicationa  of 


Siii'N)(v«  (A,  A.)    Eli'Tiictitary  ami  Pponounoing  Frendi  Rp&ii*' 
BRirNNtcn   (A.   A.) 


IX 


nrler  of  French  Verb*  Simplified. 
ISmo. 

Buin  iUfv.  N,  C,  D,  D.)  The  Fur  Eimt;  or,  Letters  In/ta  Egypt, 
PiiJi<»tiTio,  etc.      Initio,  I   75 

BtiTTKiif:KiJ>(C.  W.)  ThoWnBtiington-Crnwfon!  Uttnr*;  bping 
the  Corr<*Bjioiidi.'n(^o  between  Geurga  Wasliingloii  mid  Williun 
L'ruwfard,  ooncoruitig  Weatttrii  Latida.    8vi>.  1  00 

BinTBRriKiD  (C.  W.)  The  Ulscoverv  of  the  Ngrlhwrnt  in  ]634, 
by  John  Kicolet,  with  a  Skaich  of  Kin  Life,     l^mu.  I  0(1 

Clark  (Col.  George  Sogers)  Sketches  of  his  Campoign  in  the 
Illinois  in  l77K-y.  With  nn  Inlvodiictioii  by  lion.  Henry 
Pirlle,  and  nn  Appendix.    8vo.    $2  UU.     Large  paper.       4  00 

CofnH  (Levi)  The  Rpniiniscences  of  Lcti  Coffin,  tht?  R*p»trf 
President  of  th»i  Underground  liailrond.  A  lirief  Hislorv  of 
the  Labors  of  ft  Lifetinii>  in  bchnllof  the  Slave.  With  Stories 
of  Fugitive  SlaveB,  etc.,  et>:.     l^iivo.  2  (M 

CoxstiTFTinN  iw  TUB  UKiTitn  States,  Etc  TTio  DiM^lnration  of 
Indep^n define,  .July  4,  ]77fi;  tlitj  Ariiolei  ot  L'ont«Ueralioi>. 
July  V,  1T7H;  the  Conotitution  of  the  FnituHt  8M(eA.  Sep- 
tember 17, 1787;  the  Fifteen  Amondmenti"  to  iho  ConBtitution, 
ond  Index;  Wasliingtou's  FarewtU  AddivsB,  Suptemher  7, 
1796.     Svo.     Puper.  i=i 

CliAio  (  X.  B. )  The  Olden  Time.  A  Mnnthtv  Piihlicatfnn.  devoted 
t.)  tlie  rrescivniioii  of  Docuini'iil*  of  Early  llistoiy,  etc. 
Originally  Published  at  Piltsbuig,  in  iS4(j-47.  2  vols. 
«vo.  10  00 

Dhake  (D.)  rioncpr  I.ifo  in  Kontuokv.  Edited,  with  Notes 
and  a  Biographical  Sk.-leh,  by  his  Son',  Hon.  Chas.  D.  Drake. 
Hvo.    $:J  IKJ.     Laigo  pup.T.  6  00 


DuIiRKrii.  (A.)     V 
Edileil  ly  Dr.  J. 
Ei.LARr.  (Viiginia   G.) 


icyni 


Grandma's   Christmas  Day.     lUus.      Sn- 
1   (K'^ 

Fahh.v  Espe^si,:  Book,     A  Printed  Account  Book,  with  npprtr*^ 
priiilo  Columns  and  Headings,  lor  keeping  »  Complete  Ittrcor*- 
of  Family  E.\]ienses,     iL'mo,  &** 

FiM-BY  (L  J,)  and  PuTStM  (R)  Pioneer  Record  nnd  Remi«-T 
iscf  nces  of  the  Early  .Settlers  and  .SeUlement  of  Rosa  (Jonnt  ■"*•• 
Ohio.     Svo.  -2   rj^ 

f  [.KTciiEH  (\Vm.  B.,  M.  D.)     Cholera:  its  Characteristics,  Histo-i 

Tri^alment,  etc.     (^vo,     Piiper.  I       ^ 

FoRCK  (M.  F.)  Essftvs  :  Pre-IIistoric  Man— Darwinism  and  De  am 
—The  Mound  Uudders.     Hvo.     I'ai.er. 


Bohert  Clarke  <Sc  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  3 

Force  (M.  F.)  Some  Early  Notices  of  the  Indians  of  Ohio.  To 
What  Race  did  the  Mound  Builders  belong.   8vo.    Paper..     50 

Freemajt  (Ellen.)  Manual  of  the  French  Verb,  to  accompany 
every  French  Course.     IGmo.     Paper.  25 

GiTXAGHER  (Wm.  D.)  Miami  Woods,  A  Golden  Wedding,  and 
other  Poems.     I2mo.  2  00 

GiAUQUE  (F.)  The  Election  Laws  of  the  United  States:  with 
Notes  of  Decisions,  etc.     8vo.     Paper,  7oc.;  cloth,  1  00 

Grimkb  (F.)    Considerations  on  the  Nature  and  Tendency  of  ■ 
Free  Institutions.     8vo.  2  50 

Griswold(W.)  Kansas:  her  Resources  and  Developments;  or, 
the  Kansas  Pilot     8vo.     Paper.  50 

Groesbeck  (W.  S.)  Gold  and  Silver.  Address  delivered  before 
the  American  Bankers'  Association,  in  New  York,  September 
13,  1878.     8vo.     Paper.  25 

Hall  (James.)  Legends  of  the  West.  Sketches  illustrative  of 
the  Habits,  Occupations,  Privations,  Adventures,  and  Sports 
of  the  Pioneers  of  the  West.     12mo.  2  00 

Hall  (James.)  Romance  of  Western  History;  or,  Sketches  of 
History,  Life,  and  Manners  in  the  W^est.     12mo.  2  00 

Hanover  (M.  D.)  A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Law  of  Horses, 
embracing  the  Law  of  Bargain,  Sale,  and  Warranty  of  Horses 
and  other  Live  Stock ;  the  Rule  as  to  Unsoundness  and  Vice, 
and  the  Responsibility  of  the  Proprietors  of  Livery,  Auction, 
and  Sale  Stables,  Inn-Keepers,  Veterinary  Surgeons,  and  Far- 
riers, Carriers,  etc.     8vo.  4  00 

Hart  (J.  M.)  A  Syllabus  of  Anglo-Saxon  Literature.  8vo. 
Pai)er.  50 

Hassaitkek  (F.)  The  Secret  of  the  Andes.  A  Romance. 
12:iio.  1  50 

The  Same,  in  German.     8vo.     Paper,  uOc. ;  cloth.  1  00 

Hasj'afrkk  (F.)  Four  Years  Among  Spanish  Americans.  Third 
Edition.     12mo.  1  50 

Hatch  (Col.  AV.  S.)  A  Chapter  in  the  History  of  the  W^ar  of 
]8I2,  in  the  Northwest,  embracing  the  Surrender  of  the 
Northwestern  Army  and  Fort,  at  Detroit,  August  16,  1813,  etc. 
18mo.  1  25 

Hayes  (Rutherford  B.)  The  Life,  Public  Services,  and  Select 
Speeches  of.  Edited  by  J.  Q.  Howard.  12mo.  Paper,  75c. ; 
cloth,  1  25 

Hazkx  (Gen.  W^,  B.)  Our  Barren  Lands.  The  Interior  of  the 
United  Slates,  West  of  the  One-Hundredth  Meridian,  and 
East  of  the  Sierra  Nevada.     8vo.     Paper.  60 
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IlnrSKKEEPINO    IV    THE 

l2mo.     12th  thousj 

Howe  ni.)  Historic 
loctiDii  of  th«>  most 
Skj'tchi's,  Anccdott 
Hist  Dry.     8vo. 

HrN'T(W.  E.)  Ilisto; 
8vo. 

HrsTox  (n.  n.)  Jouri 
Iiit«ir-Ucoimi(?  liiiilv 

Ja(:ksox  (John  T).,  y 
an  Anniversary  A< 
12nio. 

Jasim:ii(T.)  The  Bird 
iVom  Nature,  with  J 
40  jmrts,  $1  00  out 
$.">0  OO;    Full  moroc 

JOKDAN'  (D.  "M.)  Ko 
l^uio. 

Keli.kk  (>r.  J.)  Elcn 
to  Familiar  ( 'hj\?cts. 

Kixo  (.I.)]in  )  A  Cnm 
turn  <»f  the  Fi-doral 

Kino  (M.)     Pockt't-Bc 

KrjF'PAUT  (J.  H.)  Thf 
Jllustrati-d.      llMno. 

Laav  (J.)  ('(.loiiial  H 
Fremrh,  British,  and 

Li.oYDrJ.  U.)  ThoCho 
$12  75;  shoop, 

LoNcwoiLTir  (X.)    Eloct 


Robert  Clarke  ct  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  5 

McLaughlin-  (M.  Louise.)  China  Painting.  A  Practical  Manual 
for  the  Use  of  Amateurs  in  the  Decoration  of  Hard  Torcelain. 
Sq.     12mo.     Boards.  75 

McLaughlin  (M.  Louise.)  Pottery  Decoration:  being  a  Practical 
Manual  of  Underglaze  Painting,  including  Complete  Detail  of 
the  author's  Mode  of  Painting  Enameled  Faience.  Sq.  12ino. 
Bds.  1  00 

MacLkan  (J.  P.)  The  Mound  Builders,  and  an  Inyestigation  into 
the  Archaeology  of  Butler  County,  Ohio.    Illus.    r2mo.         150 

MacLean  (J.  P.)  A  Manual  of  the  Antiquity  of  Man.  Illustrated. 
12mo.  1  00 

MacLean  (J.  P.)  Mastodon,  Mammoth,  and  Man.  Illustrated. 
12mo.  00 

Mansfield  (E.  D.)  Personal  Memories,  Social,  Political,  and 
Literary.     1803-43.     12mo.  2  00 

Manypenny  (G.  W.)  Our  Indian  Wards:  A  History  and  Dis- 
cussion of  the  Indian  Question.     8vo.  3  00 

Matthews  (Stanley.)  A  Summary  of  the  Law  of  Partnership. 
For  the  Use  of  Business  Men.     12mo.  1  25 

May  (Col.  J.)  Journal  and  Letters  of,  relative  to  Two  Journeys 
to  the  Ohio  Country,  1788  and  1779.     8vo.  2  00 

Mettknheimer  (H.  J.)  Safety  Book-keeping;  being  a  Complete 
Exposition  of  Book-keepers'  Frauds.     12mo.  1  00 

Minor  (T.  C,  M.  D.)  Child-Bed  Fever.  Erysipelas  and  Puer- 
peral Fever,  with  a  Short  Account  of  both  Diseases.    8vo.   2  00 

Minor  (T.  C,  M.  D.)     Scarlatina  Statistics  of  the  United  States. 

8vo.     Paper.  50 

Montana  Historical  Society.    Contributions.    Vol.1,    8vo.    3  00 

Morgan  (Appleton.)  The  Shakspearean  Myth;  or,  William 
Shakspeare  and  Circumstantial  Evidence.     l2mo.  2  (X) 

Name  and  Address  Book,  A  Blank  Book,  with  printed  Head- 
ings and  Alphabetical  Marginal  Index,  for  Recording  the 
Names  and  Addresses  of  Prole.ssional,  Commercial, and  Family 
Corrofrpondents.     8vo.  1  00 

Na.sh  (Simeon.)      Crime  and  the  Family.     12mo.  1  25 

Nerinckx  (Rev.  Charles.)  Life  of,  v/ith  Early  Catholic  Mis- 
sions in  Kentuokv;  the  Society  of  Jesus;  the  Sisterhood  of 
Loretto,  etc.     By  Rev.  C.  P.  Maes.     8vo.  2  50 

Nichols  (G.  \V.)  The  Cincinnati  Organ ;  with  a  Brief  Descrip- 
tion of  the  Cincinnati  Music  Hall.     12mo.     Paper.  25 

Ohio  Valley  Hlstoiucal  Miscellanies.  I.  Memorandums  of  a 
Tour  Made  by  Josiah  Epsy,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Ken- 
tucky, ar\d  Indiana  Territory,  in  1805.  II.  Two  Western  Cam- 
piiignsin  the  War  of  1812-13:  1.  Expedition  of  Cap t.  H.  Brush, 


Guarti  ana  Ainarea  uuiwa 
Physician's  Pocket  Case  Re( 

Physician's  General  Ledger. 

Piatt  (John  J.)     Penciled  I 
Town  and  Country.     Sq. 

Poole  (W.  F.)  Anti-Slavery 
8vo.    Paper,  75c. ;  cloth, 

Practical'receipts  of  experii 
of  the  Seventh  Presbyteri 

Phentick  (Geo.  D.)  Poems 
gnipLictl  Sketch,  by  John 

Quick  (R.  U.)     Essays  on  Et 

Ranck  (G.  W.)  History  of 
Annals  and  Recent  Progr 

Rkemelin  (C.)  The,  Wine-M 
Guide  to  all  the  Operatior 
Sparkling  Wines.     li!nio. 

Ree.meun  (C.)     a  Treatise  c 

Rkemelin  (C.)      A  Critical 
In  Press. 

Rives  (E.,  M.  D.)  A  Chart  c 
Cranial  Nerves.  Printed 
inches.     Folded,  in  cloth 

Robert  (Karl).  Charcoal  I 
plete  Treatise  in  Land.sci 
sons  and  Studies  alter  Al 
ton.       Illustrated.     8vo 

Roy  (George).  Generalship 
A  tale.     J8mo.     Paper,  .0( 

Roy    (George).      The    Art 
Paper. 

Roy  (George).     The  Old,  Old 


Robert  Clarke  &  Co,,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  7 

• 

Sayler  (J.  A.)  American  Form  Book.  A  Collection  cf  Legal 
and  Business  Forma,  embracing  Deeds,  Mortgages,  Leases, 
lionds,  WilU,  Contracts.  Bills  of  Exchange,  Promissory  Notes, 
Checks,  Bills  of  Sale,  Heceipts,  and  other  Legal  Instruments, 
I>rt»pared  in  accordance  with  the  Laws  of  the  several  States; 
with  Instructions  for  drawing  and  executing  the  same.  For 
Professional  and  Business  Men.     8vo.  2  00 

Sheets  (Mary  R.)  My  Three  Angels:  Faith,  Hope,  and  Love. 
With  full-page  illustrations  by  E.  D.  Oral  ton.  4  to.  Cloth. 
Gilt.  5  00 

Skinner  (J.  R.)  The  Source  of  Measures.  A  Key  to  the  Hebrew- 
Egyptian  Mystery  in  the  Source  of  Measures,  etc.     8vo.      5  00 

Smith  (Col.  James).  A  Reprint  of  an  Account  of  the  Remark- 
able Occurrences  in  his  Life  and  Travels,  during  his  Captivity 
with  the  Indians  in  the  years  1755,  '56,  '57,  *58,  and  '59,  etc. 
8vo.     $'2  50.     Largo  paper,  5  00 

Stanton  (II.)    Jacob  Brown  and  other  Poems.     12mo.  1  50 

St.Clair  Papers.  A  Collection  of  the  Correspondence  and  other 
papers  of  General  Arthur  Si. Clair,  Governor  of  the  Northwest 
Territory.  Edited,  with  a  Sketch  of  his  Life  and  Public  Ser- 
vices, by  William  Henry  Sinith.     2  vols.     8vo.  6  00 

Straucii  (A.)  Spring  Grove  Cemetery,  Cincinnati:  its  History 
and  improvements,  with  Observations  on  Ancient  and  mod- 
ern Places  of  Sepulture.  The  text  beautifully  ]>rinted  with 
ornamental,  colored  borders,  and  photographic  illustrations. 
4to.     Cloth.     Gilt.  J  5  00 

An  8vo  edition,  without  border  and  illustrations.  2  00 

Studer  (J.  H.)  Columbus,  Ohio:  its  History,  Resources,  and  Pro- 
gress, from  its  Settlement  to  the  Present  Time.     12mo.      2  00 

TANF.Yiiir.L  (R.  H.)  The  Lentherwo^d  God:  an  account  of  the 
Appearance  and  Pretensions  of  Joseph  C.  Dylks  in  Eastern 
Ohio,  in  182G.     12mo.     Paper.  30 

Ten  Brook  (A.)  American  State  Universities.  Their  Origin  and 
Progress.  A  History  of  the  Congressional  University  Land 
Grants.  A  particular  account  of  the  Rise  and  Development  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  and  Hints  toward  the  future 
of  the  American  University  System.     8vo.  2  00 

TiiJ>E\  (Loui?e  "\V.)  Karl  and  Gretchen's Christmas.  Illustrated. 
Scjuare  12mo.  75 

Tii.DEN  (Louise  W.)  Poem,  Hymn,  and  Mission  Band  Exercises. 
Written  and  arranged  for  the  use  of  Foreign  Missionary  Soci- 
eties and  Mission  Bands.     Square  12mo.     Paper.  25 

Trent  (Capt.  Wm  )  Journal  of,  from  Logstown  to  Pickawillan>, 
in  1752.      Edited  by  A.  T.  Goodman.     8vo.  *'  " 
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WIDENER  LffiRARY 

Harvard  College,  Cambridge,  MA  02138:  (617)495-2413 


If  the  item  is  recalled,  the  borrower  wilt  be  notified  of 

the  need  for  an  earlier  return.  (Non-receipt  of  overdue 

notices  does  not  exempt  the  borrower  from  overdue  fines.) 
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Thank  you  for  helping  us  to  preserve  our  collection! 


